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PREFACE- TO THE THIRD 'EDITION. 


This third English edition of these two volumes 
has been again thoroughly revised throughout. I 
have not however thought it needful to recast 
or enlarge the eai’lier chapters, as I still cling to 
the hopes with regard to my first and fifth volumes 
which I expressed in the Preface to the fifth volume. 
But I liave added and corrected in detail, wherever 
I have found any fresh matter or any fresh light 
on old matters. And I found also, in pevising what 
I wrote twelve years back, tha^ I hould improve 
a good deal in point of mere style. I have often put 
a good English word where I had at first allowed 
a stranger to creep in. In the first volume I have 
seen reason to alter my narrative on one point of 
some local and personal interest, though not greatly 
affecting the general history. I have been convinced 
by the arguments of Mr. James Parker that the 
murder of Sigeferth and Morkere at Oxford has 
been confounded with the massacre of Saint Brice, 
and that some details which belong to the earlier 
ev^nt have been transfeiTcd to the later. In the 
Nonnan chapter in the second volume, I have once 
or twice worked in, in the form of new or enlarge^ 
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local description, the results of later journeys in 
Normandy and Maine. And I have also made some 
improvements in the maps. 

The author of a work on this scale alwavs does 

r 

wisely in not reviewing his reviewers, and I shall 
certainly not spend any great time reviewing 
mine. I, and doubtless otheis, have been amused 
at many pieces of criticism, perhaps not the least 
at the amazement with whicli some people have 
seen Old-English names written in Old-English 
fashion. As this seems to be commonly looked 
on as some special device of my own, we tlnxs 
become aware of the singular fact that there 
are ]xeo])le who think themselves lit to write aboxit 
early English history witliout having looked at 
Kemble or Lappenberg. But, without strictly re- 
viewing my re\iewei’s, I have liad some doubts 
whether I ouglit not to examine in detail an 
article headed “Earl Godwin ami Earl Harold,” 
which apj)earcd ifi the North British Ileview for 
April 1870, and which Ileal's the signature of Mr. 
C, H. Pearson. In earlier revisions 1 have made 
a few references to Mr. I’eai'son's views as set forth 
in his other works, and I believe that there are 
one or two to this article itself. But in my pre.sent 
revision I thought it was better on the whole not 
to go into any long controversy — for a long con- 
troversy it could hartlly fail to be — with regard to 
my general views either of Godwinc or of his son. 
When I rexid Mr, Pearson’s arguments, I find that 
his notions of historical evidence, and his general 
way of looking at everything, are so differeixt from 
mine that it is really better to leave the question 
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to the judgement of the few scholars who may 
think it worth while to make a minute comparison 
between Mr. Pearson’s statements and my own. I 
say a minute cqpaparison, because it would not be 
safe to accept either my views or the statements 
of the original writers on Mr. Pearson’s showing. 
I must decline to have my judgement of Godwine 
measured by the report which Mr. Pearson has 
thought fit to give of it. I do not know where 
Mr. Pearson found that “ Crodwin is the spotless 
being of Mr. Freeman’s imagination, the saint and 
hero of an impvire and unheioic age.” He certainly 
did not find that picture any where in the History 
of the Norman Conquest, least of all where my notions 
of Godwine are most formally put forth, namely in 
the seventh chapter, the first in the second volume. 
J must further protest against Mr. Pearson’s state- 
ment that I “ believe in ” a “ settlement of the Witan 
in 1051” in favour of William. Of this belief no 
trace will be found in my writings ; indeed it is 
expressly denied at p. 430 of* my second volume 
(p. 421 of the first edition). Nor do I admit that 
I have “ started from the conception that history 
for eigl),t hundred years has been in a conspiracy 
against truth.” I simply go back from legend to 
history, from the slanders of later times to the wit- 
ness of the men who eight hundred years back 
wrote real history. Mr. Pearson goes on to say 
that “ my style throughout is that of a pleader who 
tries to demolish the character of witnesses by 
detecting them in trivial inconsistencies, and who 
delights in accumulating the absurd stories of late 
and obscure chroniclers in order to throw doubts 
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on a general verdict.” I can only infer that Mr. 
Pearson is not a student of comparative mythology. 
I can only* infer that he does not see the import- 
ance of tracing how a story grew, and what shapes 
it toot in different hands, according to times, 
places, and changes of feeling. When Mr. Pearson 
utterly misunderstands my plainest woi’ds, when 
I can find no common gi'ound with him from which 
to examine historical evidence, I must leave it to 
others to judge between him and rne on the general 
question. 

At the same time, in case any one should make 
it his business to compare Mr. Pearson and me in 
detail, I must ask him to accept nothing on Mr. 
Pearson’s showing — as I ask no one to accept any- 
thing on my showing — without minutely testing it 
by the authorities. I think that any one who does 
so will not fail to see how nuieh of Mr. Pearson’s 
genealogical argument is upset by his constant con- 
fusion between Wulfnoth the sou of Godwine and 
iEthelnoth the thegn of Kent. Even a Domesday 
copy'ist, in his wildest departures fr<nn the true forms 
of En naiiK'S, would not write Alnod and Ulnod 
indiscriminately. I have gone thoroughly into this 
matter in A[)pendix N., vol. iv, whei'e 1 .see that 
I have referred to an earlier work of Mr. Pearson’s. 
So again, when Mr. Peai’.son rakes up the real or 
supposed evil deeds (among which he seems to 
reckon the marriages) of several English Bishops of 
the eleventh century, lie makes his list longer by 
bringing in a tale, true or false, about Walter of 
Hereford, who was not an Englishman. And I 
must lastly beg that no one will accept Mr. Pear- 
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son’s summary of any part of the Encomium Emmce, 
without reading every word of the Encomiast’s text 
for himself. 

As Mr. Pearson is an historical writer of some 
reputation, I have thought it right not to. let his 
distinctly controversial article pass •by altogether 
unnoticed. I* do not know that there is any other 
writer of position with whom I need to enter 
into any controversy. If I were to examine any 
anonymous ciiticism, it woflld be an article signed 
“ H. A.” in the North American Review, in which 
I am blamed for maintaining the innocence of 
Godwine, though his giiilt is asserted in “ the 
Saxon Chronicle.” It would almost seem as if 
“ H. A.” had written this without either looking 
at the Chronicles themselves or at the examina- 
tion of their witness in my Appendix. Indeed 
it would seem that, even in such respectable quar- 
ters as the North American Review, the idea still 
lingers that there is a singh; • book called “ The 
Saxon Chronicle.” I need hardly say that strange 
havoc would be made of the history, as strange 
havoc often has been made, by any one who did 
not stop to compare the wide difference in statement 
and feeling between Abingdon and Peterborough. 

The Index to the whole five volumes, which will 
include the index to the present edition of these two, 
is in preparation. * 

SOMERLBAZK, WeLLS, 

April 14th, 1877. 



PREFACE 'TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


In revising these volumes for the present edition, 
I have made many improvements for whicli I feel 
that I must in some sort throw myself on the 
indulgence of the buyers and readers of the first 
edition. The publication of a large work of this 
kind in distinct volumes is, I believe, on the whole, 
the most satisfactory way for the reader, as it cer- 
tainly is for the duthor. But it has its disadvantages. 
If no part of a work is ])rintcd till the last page 
of the last volume- is wiitten, a final revision may 
give the earlier parto the advantage of the author's 
researches up to the last moment. But if volumes 
are published separately, the researches which are 
needful for the composition of the later volumes 
continually bring to light matter which would have 
been highly useful during tlie composition of the 
earlier volumes. This is especially the case with 
a subject like mine, where information has to be 
sought for in so many rpiarters, and where a great 
deal of information is drawn from purely incidental 
notices in quarters where it might hardly Ihave been 
looked for. Take for instance one of our primary 
authorities for a great part of my subject, the Nor- 
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man Survey. None but a professed editor or com- 
mentator on Domesday would sit down to^read it 
through, word for word ; buit, in searching in it for 
facts bearing on one subject, one is sure to light 
by the way on ^acts bearing on half-a-dozen other 
subjects as well. In these ways I ‘have, in the 
course of writing the later parts of my work, come 
across much matter which enables me to correct 
and improve what I had already written in the 
earlier parts. All these ftnprovements in detail 
I have thought it right to make in preparing a 
second edition. And I have also in many places 
improved the arrangement of the nc^p-tter, by throw- 
ing some portions of the text and a considerable 
portion of the notes into the form of Appendices. 
These portions were chiefly passages which consisted 
of dissertation rather than narrative, and which 
therefore seemed better suited to Ihe form of de- 
tached essays. This change will, I hope, be found 
to make the narrative hang better together ; but, as 
the passages removed to the Appendix have shown 
a tendency to grow on the road, it has somewhat 
increased the size of the volumes. 

I have also done my best to improve the maps. 
I have added a map of Gaul in the tenth century, 
which seemed needful for the better understanding 
of the fourth Chapter. I have also recast the map 
of Britain in 597, which, as it stood in the first 
edition, was a failure, owing to the attempt, which 
can never be thoroughly successful, to represent the 
state of things at two different periods at once. As 
it is, it is designed to show, as far as evidence or 
probable conjecture makes it possible to show, how 
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things stood at the exact time of the mission of 
Auofiistine. In this difficult task I have been much 
helped by Archdeacon Jones, my former colleague in 
writing the History of Saint David’s, by Mr. J. B. 
Green, and yet more by Mr. lladdan, whose know- 
ledge of Celtic matters is really amazing. But, 
after all, there are many })oints on’ wliich it is 
impossible to get beyond conjecture. 

As the changes in tlie text and notes have dis- 
turbed the order of paging, I have adiled a s])ecial 
Index to this edition of tliese two volumes. When 
the whole work is complete, a general Index to the 
whole five voluipes will be given. 

It will be at once seen that these improvements 
are in some sort made at the cost of the purchasers 
of the first edition, for it is impossible for them to 
be thrown into the form of a se}>arate supjdement 
for their benefit, I can only ask ogain for their 
indulirence towards a course which couhl not be 
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helped, if the book was to be brought as near 
perfection as might Jbe, 

The revision re(|uir(;d by these volumes has un- 
avoidably dehiyed the composition of the fourth 
volume ; but I am happy to say that it is begun. 


SOMEBLEAZE, W ELI.8, 

November 26th, 1869. 
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IHE present volume is the first instalment of a 
work which I have contemplated, and for which 
I have at various times collected materials, for the 
last twenty years. I had hoped to complete the 
work, or so much of it as would come down to 
the actual accession of William the Conqueror, in 
time for it to appear during the year 1866, the 
octocentenary year of the Conquest. I found how- 
ever that, to make the main •subject really in- 
telligible from my point of view, it was necessary 
to treat the preliminary history at much greater 
length than I had originally thought of. The pre- 
sent volume therefore is merely introductory to the 
account of the actual Conquest. The second portion 
of the narrative, containing the reigns of Eadward, 
Harold, and William, is already in progress, and 
will follow with all possible speed. 

I tfhink it right to add that this worlf^ust not 
bq taken as a sign that I have at all given up the 
design of going on with my History of Federal 
Government. Of the second volume of that work 
a considerable part is already written. One or two 
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circumstances led me to lay it aside for a time, and 
I do not at all regret that such has been the case. 
The part on which I was engaged was the history 
of the Geiman Confederation, and I find that, of 
what I have written, part has ' already become 
antiquated through the events of the past year. 
When Germany shall have assumed a .shape pos- 
sessing some greater chance of permanence than her 
present clearly transitional state, I shall be better 
able to take a genera‘1 view of German Federal 
history from the beginning. The peculiarity of the 
German Confederation i.s that it is the one recorded 
Confederation which arose from the separation of the 
component parts of a Kingdom. There now seems 
every chance of its chansxine: back ajjain into some- 
thins: more like its oricrinal state. The condition of 
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the Hanseatic towns also, another part •>f my sub- 
ject, is already greatly modified by the same events. 
It is even j)ossible that they may not be without 
effect on the Euroj)ean position of Switzerland. On 
the whole, I believe 'that tlie delay in my work will 
only lead to its improveinent, and that a volume 
on Swi.ss Federalism, and on (Jennan Federalism 
generally, will be far more valuable two or three 
years hence than it would have Ik'Cii if I had been 
able to complete it in the year before last. 

With regard to my present work, my main object 
i.s to draw out that view of the Norman Conquest 
which I believe to be the one true one. That view, 
I may say, is formed by uniting the views of the 
two most enunent writers who have dealt with the 
subject, Augustine Thierry and Sir Fnincis Palgrave. 
The name of the last-mentioned illustrious scholar 
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can never be uttered by any student of early English 
history without a feeling of deep gratitudg. But 
his great and \infinished works set fortl\ only half 
the truth. His eloquent Frdhch rival sets forth the 
other half. Each of these great writers must stand 
charged with considerable exaggeration on his own 
side of the qu*estion. Still, in the main, I think we 
may say that each is right in what he asserts and 
wrong only in what he loaves out of sight. From 
one point of view, tlie Nortrfan Conquest was nearly 
all that Thierry says that it was ; from another 
point of view, it was hardly more than Sir Francis 
Palgrave says that it was. Both writers also singu- 
larly resemble each other in a certain lack of critical 
power. Nothing in any period of history, above all, 
nothing in the period of history with which I am 
concerned, is more necessary than to distinguish the 
respective value of different authorities. Now in 
this respect both Thierry and Sir Francis Palgrave 
were deficient. Neither, I believe, ever made a 
statement for which he could nFot give chapter and 
verse in some shape or other. But both of them 
were too apt to catch at any statement which 
seemed at all to support their several theories, 
without always stopping to reflect whether such 
statements came from contemporary chronicles or 
charters or from careless and ill-informed compilers 
three or four centuries later. 

The prominence which I have given to the pre- 
liminary history contained in this volume is due to 
a deep and growing conviction that the history of 
the Norman Conquest, and indeed all later English 
history also, is constantly misunderstood through 
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a fatal habit of beginning the study of English 
history rwi til the Norman Conquest itself. A confused 
and unhappy nomenclature hinders many people 
from realizing that Enf?lishmen before 1066 were the 
same people as Englishmen after 1066. They thus 
fail to perceiNti that the Norman Coixpiest, instead of 
wiping out the race, the law.s, or the language which 
existed before it, did but communicate to us a cer- 
tain foreign infusion in all three branches, which was 
speedily absorbed and a.ssiinilated into the jireexisting 
mas.s. We cannot understand the Norman Conque.st 
of Englaml without knowing something of the history 
both of Englishmen and of Normans before they 
met in arms on the hills of Sussex. As regards the 
Normans, the conquest of England was but the ino.st 
brilliant and the most permanent of a series of 
brilliant conquests, from the oceu])ation of Rouen 
to the occupation of Naples. As regards England, 
the Conquest was the grand and final result of 
causes which had been at work at least ever since 
the death of Eadgar.* The Danish invasions, and tin* 
Norman tendencies of Eadward, each, in ilifl’erent 
ways, both suggested the enterjirise of William and 
made that enterprise easier to be effected. I there- 
fore look on the earlier history of Normandy, an<l 
still more on the English history from the accession 
of iEthelred to the death of JIarthaenut, as so ch^sely 
connected wdth rny subject as to jieed a treatment in 
considerable detail. With the reign of Eadward the 
period of the Conquest it.self b<igins. And I may 
add that I have done my best to throw some life 
into a period of our history which is full alike of 
political instruction and of living personal interest. 
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That period is commonly presented to ordinary readers 
in the guise either of fantastic legends or, else of 
summaries of the most repulsive dryness. I have 
striven to show yv^hat was th*e real political state of 
England in the tenth and eleventh centuries. I 
have striven also to clothe with fldfeh and blood 
the dry bones of men like Brihtnoth and Ulfcytel 
and Eadmund and our illustrious Danish conqueror 
himself. 

As in my History of Federal Government I ven- 
tured to restore the Greek spelling of proper names, 
so I now follow the example of scholars like Kemble, 
Lappenberg, and others, in employing the genuine 
spelling of Old-English names. As they are gene 
rally spelled, they are a mere chaos of French and 
Latin corruptions, following no principle of any kind. 
JE^elstdn becomes “ Athelsta/ie,” while JE^elred, 
exactly the same form, becomes “ jE/thelred.” I do 
not however follow Mr. Kemble in retaining the 
obsolete letter 'S. It seems to me as much out of 
place to write JE^eVSrifS in the* midst of a modern 
English sentence, as it would be to write A6&n6 
or Qeojoom^os. At one time I felt inclined to ex- 
cept those names which are still in familiar use, 
like Alfred and Edivard, on the same principle on 
which I write Philip and not Philippos. Were the 
English names, like the Greek, simply cut short at 
the end, there would be no difficulty in so doing. 
But it would be unpleasantly inconsistent to write 
/Elfric and Alfred, Eadwig and Edivard. I there- 
fore make a chronological distinction ; by the time of 
our post-Norman Edwards, the a had been dropped 
in contemporary spelling, and I write accordingly. 
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The names of Normans and other foreigners, Wil- 
liam, John, and the like, I give in their modern 
shape. Nothing conld be gained by writing Wil- 
lelm, Willaiane, or UHiUaome, al,l of them mere 
corruptions just as much as the modern English 
form. Names bf places again I write with their usual 
modern s])elling, because in them we have, what 
in the names of men we have not, an universally 
received ami, allowing for some misconceptions, 
fairly consistent .sy.stem. I oxce]>t only one or two 
place.s, like Brunanlnirh, Ethandun, Assandun, of 
which the geographical position is more or le.ss un- 
certain, and whose fame is wholly confined to the 
time of which I am writing. 

I have given two maps, chiefly foumled on those 
in Spruner’s Iland-Atlas. As in the maps which 
accompanied my Ili.^tory of Fe<leral (Jovernment, 
any attempts to mark the lK»undaries of states whose 
boundaries were always fluctuating must always be 
more cu' less conjectural, and my conjectunj.s, or 
those of Dr. Spruncr, may not be the same as the 
conjectures of all my readers. All such attempts 
must be taken at what they are worth and no more. 
For one such conjecturi; I am specially resfionsible. 
In the map of Britain in 597 I have attempted, by 
means of cross-colouring, to mark the extent of ter- 
ritory north of the Thames ami Avon which wa? 
West-iSaxon in 597, but Avhich I believe to have 
become Mercian in 628. In so doing I have followet; 
the indications given by Dr. Guest in his papers auc 
local maps ; but I Ixilieve that mine is the first at 
tempt to show the resiJts of his researches on tin 
gpneral map of Britain. In this map my object wai 
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to mark all ascertained places mentioned in the 
Chronicles, with the addition of a few fronf Beeda, 
up to the time of Ecgberht. In the *later map 
of the English Empire my principle was to mark 
those places which were mentioned in my own 
history from the time of Ecgberht to the Norman 
Conquest. 

I have now only to return my thanks to those 
friends who have helped mq in my undertaking in 
various ways, by comments and suggestions, by the 
loan of books, and in a few cases, though very few, 
by verifying references to books which I had not at 
hand. At their head I am provxd to place the two 
men who stand at the head of living students of 
English history, Dr. Guest and Professor Stubbs. 
I have also to thank Viscount Sti’angford for several 
valuable suggestions as to the early Celtic ethnology 
of Britain. My thanks are due also for help of 
different kinds to the Bev. S. W. Wayte, now Pre- 
sident of Trinity College, to the Pev. John Earle, 
late Professor of Anglo-Saxon, to the Rev. J. E. B. 
IVIayor, of St. John’s College, Cambridge, to F. H. 
Dickinson, Esq., of Trinity College, Cambridge, to the 
Bev. J. R. Green, of Jesus College, a rising scholar 
to whom I look for the continuation of my own 
work, and to W. B. Dawkins, Esq., of Jesus College 
and of the Geological Survey. Mr. Dawkins I have 
especially to thank for much help in my investiga- 
tions of the battle-fields of Maldon and Assandun, 
and I look to him for more valuable help still when 
I come to the greater battle which forms the centre 
of my whole history. And I must add my thanks for 
the kindness of every sort which I have uniformly 
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received from the Delegates of tlie University Press, 
from one especially whose loss all historical students 
are now lamenting, my late learned and deeply 
esteemed friend Dr. Shirley. 

t 

SOMERLKAZE, ^yELl.S, 

January 4M, 1867. 
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CHAPTER I. 


INTRODUCTION. 


rpHE Norman Conquest is the great turning-point in Import- 
the history of the English nation. Since the first Xman 
settlement of the English in Britain, the introduction Conquest, 
ttf Christianity is the only event which can compare beginning 
with it in importance. And there is this wide difference history, but 
between the two. The introduction of Christianity was 
an event which could hardly fail to happen sooner orP‘»“t- 
fiterj in accepting the Gospel, the EngHsh’only followed 
the same law which, sooner or later, affected all the 
Teutonic nations. But the Norman Conquest is something 
which stands without a parallel in any other Teutonic 
'tod. If that Conquest be only looted on in its true 
sfeght, it is impossible to exaggerate its importance. 

And yet there is no event whose true nature has been 
more commonly and more utterly mistaken. No event 
m less fitted to he taken, as it so often has been taken, 
for the beginning of our national history. For its 
whole importance is not the importance which belongs 
a beginning, but the importance which belongs to 
1 turning-point. The Norman Conquest brought with 
it a most extensive foreign infusion, an infusion which 
affected our blood, our language, our laws, our arts; 
itill it was only an infusion ; the older and stronger 
jdements still survived, and in the long run they again 
tode good their supremacy. So far from being the 
VOL. I. B 
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CHAP. I. beginning of our national history, the Norman Conquest 
was the temporary overthrow of our national being. But 
it was only a temporary overthrow. To a superficial 
observer the English people might seem for a while to 
be wiped out of the roll-call of the nations, or to exist 
only as the bondmen of foreign rulers in their own 
land. But in a few generations we led captive our 
conquerors ; England was England once again, and the 
descendants of the Norman invaders were found to be 
among the truest of Englishmen. England may be as 
justly proud of rearing such step -children as Simon of 
Montfort and Edward the First as of being the natural 
Import- mother of iElfred and of Harold. In no part of history 
earlier cvcnt be truly understood without reference to 

Wsfor^to events which went before it and which prepared 
the right the way for it. But in no case is such reference more 

11 nder- 

standing needful than in dealing with an event like that with 
Conquest, we are now concerned. The whole importance 

of the Norman Conquest consists in the effect which it 
had on an existing nation, humbled indeed, but neither 
wiped out nor utterly enslaved, in the changes which it 
wrought in an existing constitution, which was by 
degrees greatly modified, but which was never either 
wholly abolished or wholly trampled under foot. William, 
King of the English, claimed to reign as the lawful 
successor of the Kings of the English who reigned before 
him. He claimed to inherit their rights^ and he pro- 
fessed to govern according to their laws. His position 
therefore, and the whole nature of the great revolution 
which he wrought, are utterly unintelligible without a 
full understanding of the state of things which he found 
existing. Even when one nation actually displaces 
another, some knowledge of the condition of the dis- 
placed nation is necessary to understand the position of 
the displacing nation. The English Conquest of Britain 
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cannot be thoroughly understood without some knowledge 
of the earlier history of the Celt and the Roman. ^But 
when there is no displacement of a nation, when there 
is not even the utter overthrow of a constitution^ when 
there are only changes, however many and important, 
wrought in an existing system, a knowledge of the 
earlier state of ttiings is an absolutely essential part of 
any knowledge of the later. The Norman Conquest of 
England is simply an insoluble puzzle without a clear 
notion of the condition of England and the English 
people at the time when tlic Conqueror and his followers 
first set foot upon our shores. 

The Norman Compicst again is an event which stands 
by itself in the history of Europe. It took place at a 
transitional period in the world’s develo])ement. Those 
elements, Roman and Teutonic, Imperial and ecclesiastical, 
which stood, as it were, side by side in the system of 
the early middle age, were then being' fused together 
into the later system of feudal, papal, crusading Europe. 
The Conquest itself was one of the most im])ortant stcq)s 
in the change. A kingdom which Had hitherto been 
purely Teutonic was brought within "the sphere of the 
laws, the manners, the speech, of the Romance nations. 
At the very moment when Pope and Caesar held each 
other in the death-grasp, a Church which had hitherto 
maintained a kind of insular and barbaric independence 
was brought into a far more intimate connexion with 
the Roman See. And as a conquest, compared with 
earlier and with later conquests, tlie Norman Conquest 
of England holds a middle position between the two 
classes, and shares somewhat of the nature of both. It 
was something less than such conquests as form the 
main subject of history during the great Wandering 
of the Nations. It was something more than those 
political conquests which fill up too large a space in the 


diavai'tor 
of tho Noi 
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<piest as 
compared 
witli earlie 
and later 
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fected by 
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man Con- 
quest less 
than the 
change ef- 
fected by 
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In what 
the change 
really con- 
sisted. 


history of modern times. It was much less than a 
national migration : it was much more than a mere 

r ® ’ 

change of frontier or of dynasty. It was not such a 
change as when the <irst English conquerors slew, ex- 
pelled, or enslaved the whole nation of the vanquished 
Britons. It was not even such a change as when Goths 
or Burgundians sat down as a ruling people^ keeping 
_ their own language and their own law, and leaving the 
language and law of Home to the vanquished Romans. 
But it was a far greater change than commonly follows 
on the transfer of a province from one sovereign to 
another, or even on the forcible acquisition of a crown 
by an alien dynasty. The conquest of England by 
William wrought less immediate change than the con- 
quest of Africa by Genseric ; it wrought a greater 
immediate change than the conquest of Sicily by Charles 
of Anjou. It brought with it not only a new dynasty, 
" but a new nobility ; it did not expel or transplant the 
English nation or any part of it ; but it gradually 
deprived the leading men and families of England of 
their lands and offices, and thrust them down into a 


secondary position hnder alien intruders. It did not at 
once sweep away the old laws and liberties of the land ; 
but it at once changed the manner and spirit of their 
administration, and it opened the way for endless later 
changes in the laws themselves. It did not abolish the 
English language ; but it brought in a new language 
by its side, a language which for a while supplanted it 
as the language of polite intercourse, and which did not 
yield to the reviving elder speech till it had affected 
it by the largest infusion that the vocabulary of one 
Formal European tongue ever received from another. The most 
changerfor ^po^tant of the formal changes in legislation, in lan- 
part”of*a system of government and in the tenure 

later dat«. of land,^ were no immediate consequences of the Conquest, 
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no direct innovations of the reign of William. They chap. i. 
were the gradual developements of later times_, of tjmes 
when the Norman as well as the Englishmaji found 
himself under the yoke of a forefgn master. But the 
reign of William paved the way for all the later changes 
that were to come, and the immediate changes which 
he himself wrought were, after all, great and weighty. Immediat 
They wore in truth none the less great and weighty 
because they affected the T)ractical condition of the 

^ mainly 

peo])le far more tlian tlicy affected its written laws and practical, 
institutions. When a nation is driven to receive a 
foreigner as its King, when that foreign King* divides 
the highest offices and the greatest estates of the land 
among his foreign followers, though such a change must 
be carefull}^ distinguished from changes in the written 
law, still the change is, for the time, practically the 

greatest which a nation and its leaders can undergo. 

I propose then, as a necessary introduction to my Plan and 

narrative of the iictual Cou(|uest, to sketch the condition the^prese^ 

of England and of Normandy at the time when the two 
nations came into contact with each other. This process 
will involve a summary of the earfier history of both 
countries. From the beginning of the eleventh century Narrative 
the history of England and of Normandy becomes more tu^i^con- 
and more intermixed, and it will be necessary to tell 

its imme- 

the story more and more in detail. The period of the diate 
actual Conquest and its immediate causes, the reigns lo^T-iof? 
of Eadward, of Harold, and of William, will form the 
centre of the work. The reigns of William’s sons will 
show tlie character of the Norman government in England, 
and the amount of immediate change which it really 
brought with it. With the accession of the Angevin Accessior 
dynasty the purely Norman period comes to an end. A Angevin 
King succeeds who is in one sense both Norman and 

1154. 

English, in another sense neither Norman nor English. • 
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CHAP. I. Presently Norman and Englishman alike have to struggle 
for ^heir own against the perpetual intrusion of fresh 
shoals of foreigners seeking their fortunes at the expense 
of both. The natural effect of this struggle was that 
Norman and Englishman forgot their differences, and 
Reign of united in resistance to the common enemy. Under 
Second. Henry the Second the struggle is for a while delayed, 

1*54 **^9-01. veils itself under an ecclesiastical form. A prelate 
of English birth but of the purest Norman descent, 
wins the love of the English people in a struggle in 
which nothing but an unerring instinct could have 
shown them that their interest was in any way involved. 
Degrada- Under Richard, the most thoroughly foreign of all our 
Enghiiul Kings, the evil reaches its height, and England might 
Kichard ^ dependency of the Count of Poitiers. As is 

the First, usual in cases of national discontent, it is not till the 

1189-1199. . ! tllC 

worst day is passed that the counter-revolution openly 

National begins. Under John and his son Henry, the historv of 
struggle -p 1 1 1 ‘111* 

agaiiist Jhngland becomes mainly the history of a struggle between 
the ^ land; of whatever race, and the foreign 
favourites of the court. Norman and Englishman are 
1265. now reconciled; and by their joint work the Old-English 
liberties are won back in another form, and the modern 
End of the constitution of England begins. At last England, havino- 
Edward already won over her baronagC; at last wins over her King. 

of reconciliation is completed under the best 
and greatest of our later Kings, the first who, since the 
Norman entered our land, either bore a purely English 
name or followed a purely English policy. Under the 
great Edward England finally assumed those constitutional 
forms which, with mere changes of detail, she has 
preserved uninterrupted ever since. The work of the 
Conquest is now over; the two races are united under 
a legislation whose outward form and language was in 
' a great measgre French, but whose real life was drawn 
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from the truest English sources. Here then our narrative, 
even as the merest sketch, comes to its natural close. 
But for aJong time before this point, a mere sketch, 
pointing out the working of earlier events in their 
results, will he all fliat will be needed. The kernel of 
my narrative will consist of the history of the five and 
forty years from* the election of Eadward to the death 
of William. The history of these years will fill my 
three central volumes, containing the history of the 
actual Conquest and its immediate causes. This central 
portion will be introduced, as is essential to its under- 
standing, by a sketch of the events which led to it, 
gradually developing in minuteness from the beginning 
of the English Conquest to the extinction of the Danish 
dynasty in England. And it will be wound up with 
what is no less essential, with a sketch of the history 
gradually lessening in minuteness down to the reign of 
Edward the First, and discussing the permanent results 
of the Conquest on the laws, the language, the arts, 
and the social condition of England. 


CHAP. I 



CHAPTEE Ix. 


THE FORMATION OF THE KINGDOM OF ENGLAND. 

449 - 975 - 


§ 1. The Heathen period of English Conquest. 449-597. 

The races rPHE Norman invaders in the eleventh century found in 
gua', 4 sof i-he Isle of Britain, as any modern invader would 
wsentlaliy nations, speaking three languages; and 

thes.aineat they found then, as would be found now, one of the three 

the time of v • . • • i i i i mi 

the Nor- holding a distinct superiority over the whole land. Then 

Welsh, and Gaelic were the three distinct 

they are tongues of the three races of the island ; then as now, the 
now. . 

dominant Teuton knew himself by no name but that of 
Englishman, and was known to his Celtic neighbour by no 
name but that of Saxon. The boundaries of the two races 
and of their languages were already fixed, nearly as they 
remain at present. The English tongue has made some 
advances since the eleventh century; but they are small 
compared with the advances which it had made between 
Preserva- the fifth century and the eleventh. The main divisions of 
local names El® Country, the local names of the vast mass of its towns 
Xns^in' villages, were fixed when the Norman came, and they 
England, have survived, with but little change, to our own day. 
While a map of France or Germany in the eleventh century 
is useless for modern purposes, and looks like the picture of 
another region, a map of England proper in the reign of 
Victoria hardly differs at all from a map of England proper 
in the reign of William. The Norman found in the land 
. substantially the same English nation which still exists. 
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occupying substantially the same territory which it occu- chap, i 
pies at present. He found it already exhibiting, ip its 
laws, its language, its national character, the most, essential 
of the features which it still retains. Into the English The Nor 
nation which he thus^found already formed his own dynasty nb 
and his own followers were gradually absorbed. The 
conquered did net become Normans; but the conquerors ^la-tion ty 
did become Englishmen. It was by a very different process existinij. 
that the English themselves had made good their footing 
in the land in which the Norman found them, and to 
which they had long before given their name. 

The details of the English Conquest of Britain, and The Eng 
the exact amount of historical truth to be found in them, op 
are questions which hardlv concern us here. It will be 
etiough to point out the essential difference between 934- 
the traditional narrative of tlie English Conquest, as 
contained in the English Clironicles,^ and the romantic 
narrative of which Geolfrey of Monmouth is the chief 
spokesman. The narrative in the Chronicles is perfectly General 
credible in itself, and perfectly consistent with all the onhe tra 
undoubted phaenomena of later history. It is also perfectly 

^ ^ . narrative 

consistent with the record of all those living witnesses 
whose testimony may be mistaken, but which themselves 
cannot lie. Such are the evidence of language and local 
nomenclature, the evidence of the surviving anti([uities, the 
camps, the dykes, the barrows, which chronicle this warfare 
as well as the warfare of earlier and of later times. The 
only question is whether an accurate narrative of details 


' On this subject I must refer, once for aJI, to the papers of Dr. Guest in 
the Archaeological Journal and in the volumes of Transactions of the 
Archaeological Institute, especially to the paper on the Early English 
Settlements in South Britain in the Salisbury Volume. On these questions 
I have little to do except to profess my.self, in all essential points, an 
unreserved follower of that illustrious scholar. On the difference between 
historical^ traditional, mythical, and romantic narratives see Historical 
Essays, 1st Series, p. 3. 
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CHxVP. II. 


Questions 
of earlier 
Teutonic 
invasions 
and settle- 
ments in 
Britain. 


can have been handed on from the date assigned to 
Hengest to the ascertained date of Bseda, whether by oral 
tradition, by runes^ or by written documents which are lost 
to us. And this really amounts to little more than a 
question whether, in the earliest part of the narrative, the 
exact names and the exact dates can always be trusted. 
Some of the earlier names may be mythical ; ^ some of the 
dates may have been reached by ingenious calculation 
rather than by genuine tradition. But granting all this, 
the main substance of the narrative remains essentially 
where it was. 

Much learning and ingenuity has been spent, and^ I 
venture to think, in many cases wasted^ in attempts to 
show the untrustworthiness of the traditional account, by 
bringing forward proofs of Teutonic invasions, and even of 
Teutonic settlements, of an earlier date than that assigned 
by the Chronicles to the beginning of the English 
Conquest.^ The facts which are brought forward are in 
most cases probable and in some cases certain, but I cannot 
look on them as having that bearing on later history which 
they have sometimes been supposed to have. It is possible 
that, among the tribes which Csesar found in Britain, 
some, especially in the eastern districts of the island, may 
have been of Teutonic origin, or in some degree mingled 
with Teutonic elements. It is certain that in Britain, as 

^ It is really hardly worth while to dispute about the names of Hengest 
and Horsa. The evidence for their historical character seems to me at 
least as strong as the suspicion of their mythical character. But whether 
the chiefs who led the first Jutish settlers in Kent bore these names or any 
others does not affect the reality of the Jutish settlement. I must confess 
however that there are names in the Chronicles which strike me as far 
more suspicious than those of Hengest and Horsa. I mean names like 
Port and Wihtgar, who figure in the entries for 501 and 544. See Earle’s 
Parallel Chronicles, p. ix. 

® For all that is to be said on this side of the question, see the eleventh 
chapter of Palgrave’s English Commonwealth and the first chapter of 
Kemble’s Saxons in England. On the other side see Dr. Guest’s paper in 
the Salisbury Volume. 
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everywhere else, Teutonic soldiers largely served in the chap, n 
Roman armies, and that settlements of such soldiers some- 
times grew into permanent colonies.^ It is certain that, 
long before the days of Cerdic or Hongest, Theodosius and 
Stilicho repelled Teutonic invasions; and it is probable 
that, by repelling such invasions, they hindered the for- 
mation of Teutoftic settlements in Britain at that earlier 
time.‘^ But these facts or probabilities do not allect the The cour 
credibility of the recorded course of the English Concpiest, lilh Con- 
or of the tradition which fixes its real be<>iniiinfr in the 
middle of the fifth century. Teutonic settlements before them, 
the Roman invasion, or under the Roman domination, 
would be something quite difierent from the Teutonic 
invasions recorded from the fifth century onwards. Teu- 
tonic tribes subdued by the Roman arms, Teutonic soldiers 

* See Guest, Salisbury Volume, p. 35. 

The aoeount in Ammianus (xxxvii. 8) of the exploits of the elder 
Tlieodosius docs not apeak of the Saxons or of any other Teutons as 
invaders of Britain, but only as invaders of Gaul. But tliere seems quite 
evidence enougli to show tliat, at the end of the fourth and beginning of 
the hfth eenturies, Britain was constantly ravaged Jjy 8axon pirates. This 
is shown by the well-known plirases <*f Lhnca Sa^conicas and Littus Saxotn- 
CHin, for the true explanation of which I must gain refer to Dr. (Uiest. 

The Saxon shore or march, like the VVel.sh march in England, like the 
Spanish, Slavonic, and other marches of tlie later Emj)ire, was, not a 
district occupied by Saxons, but the march — in this case a shore — lying 
near to the Saxons and exposetl to their ravages. Arnmianus himself, in 
the pas.sage just referred to, speaks of “ Nectaridus comes maritimi tractiis” 
as killed by the Piets at this time. The phrase is analogous to that of 
'^Scythici limitis dux,” etc. in Vopiscus, Aurelian, 13. Claudian also 
constantly couples the Saxons with the Piets and Scots as among the 
invaders of Eonian Britain who were repulsed by Theodosius and Stilicho ; 

.... Maduerunt Saxone fuso 
Orcades : incaluit Pictorum sanguine Thule ; 

Scotorum cumulos flevit glaeialis lerne.” 

Carm. viii. 31. Cf. xviii. 392; xxii. 255. 

So Sidonius Apollinaris, Carm. vii. 370 (cf. Epp. viii. 6) ; 

“ Quin et Aremoricus piratam Saxona tractus 
Sperabat, cui pelle salum sulcare Britannum 
Ludus, et asserto glaucum mare findere lembo.” 

Were our keels coracles, or wa.s the British fashion transferred to the Saxon ? 
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CHAP II. planted as colonists by the Roman government, would sink 
into^the general mass of Roman subjects; they would 
retain no strong national feeling ; they would most 
likely not even retain tlieir national language. The 
only way in which they could possibly influence the later 
history would be by making the establishment of the later 
Teutonic settlers a less difficult matter in those parts of 
the country which they occupied than in those where the 
population was purely Celtic or Roman ^ We may admit 
the fact that the Teutonic, and even the distinctively 
Saxon, invasions began, not in tlie fifth century^ but in 

Light the fourth. But the true bearing of this fact will be best 

thrown . , ‘ . . . 

on these Understood by comparing the successive Saxon invasions 

the^ana^^ with the later and better known invasions of the Danes 

logy of the bofh {yi England and in Gaul. In the Danish invasions I 

Danish 

invasions, shall presently endeavour to establish three periods, one of 
mere plunder, one of settlement^ one of political conquest. 
For the last of these three there was no opportunity under 
the circumstances of the earlier Teutonic invaders, but for 
the first two stages we may fairly look in the history of 

the English, as well as in that of the Danish, Conquest. 

The Saxon pii*atcs against whom the Roman government 
found it needful to establish so elaborate a system of 
defence, find their parallels in those Danish plundering 
expeditions which ravaged various parts of England in the 
latter half of the eiglith century and the former half of the 
ninth, and in the ravages inflicted on Gaul by chieftains 
earlier than Hasting. The Anglian, Saxon, and Jutish 
settlements of the fifth and sixth centuries answer to the 
878. settlements of Guthrum in East Anglia in the ninth 

912. century and of Rolf in Neustria in the tenth. Even if it 

be held that the Saxons who were driven back by Theodo- 
sius and Stilicho designed settlement and not merely 

‘Yet even this view seems to be pretty well disposed of by Dr. Guest in 
his Salisbury paper. 
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plunder, stilly as they did not actually settle, the case chap. 
remains much the same. The Teutons were baffled injbheir 
attempts at settlement in the fourth century; they suc- 
ceeded in their attempts at settleAent in the fifth. The 
general history of tlie Conquest, as handed down to us in 
the Clironicles, is therefore in no way affected by the 
certain fact of ^rlier incursions, by the possible fact of 
much earlier settlements. The really lasting effect of the 
Saxon invasions of the fourth century seems to have been 
this ; the Saxon name became familiar to tlie Celtic in- 
habitants of Britain earlier than the Anglian name ; con- 
sequently Saxon, and not Angle or Englisli, has been the 
name by which the IVutonie immigrants in Britain have 
been known to their Celtic neighbours from that day to 
this.^ 


What then the Ihiglisli Chronicles profess to record is, 
not these early and transient incursions which led to no 
permanent result^ but that series of constant^ systematic, 
successful attempts at settlement on the part of various 
Teutonic tribes which constituted the English Conquest of 
Britain. Early in the fifth century the Homan legions 
were withdrawn from the island, and tfie former provincials 
were loft to defend their new and precarious indt pendence 
how they might. The Southern Britons were now exposed 
to the attacks of the Piets and Scots who had never 
submitted to the Homan yoke, and there is no absurdity in 
the familiar story that a British prince took Teutonic 
mercenaries into his pay, and that these dangerous allies 
took advantage of the weakness of their hosts to establish 
themselves as permanent possessors of part of the island. 


Covir??o »)1 
the 

ConfiueBt 


No impro 
Lability in 
the story 
of Vorti- 
gern’s inv' 
tation, hu^ 
the tale nc 
essential. 


* I use the word “ Saxon” throughout only in itH correct seriHe, to exprcHS 
one only among se venal Teutonic tribes which settled in Britain. The 
name “Saxon” was never used by the people themselves to express the 
whole nation, which was called, sometimes “Anglo-Saxon,” but, far more 
commonly, simply “Angle” or “English.” I shall discuss this point more 
at length in the Appendix, Note A. 
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CHAP. II. 


449 ' 597 - 


Extent of 
the Eng- 
lish (loini- 
nion and of 
the inde- 
pendent 
British 
states at 
the end of 
the sixth 
century. 


But if this account be rejected, the general narrative of the 
Conquest is in no way affected ; and, if it be accepted, we 
may be sure that Vortigern’s imitation of many Roman 
precedents did but hasten the progress of events. The 
attempts which had been checked while the Roman power 
was flourishing were sure to be renewed when the check 
was withdrawn, and if a Welsh King did invite a Jutish 
chieftain to defend him, that invitation was only the 
occasion, and not the cause, of the Conquest which now 
began. We cannot seriously doubt that, in the course of 
the fifth and sixth centuries, a succession of tribes of 
kindred origin, all of them of the same Low-Dutch^ stock, 
and speaking essentially the same Low-Duteh language, 
landed at various points of the British coast, that they 
gradually forced their way inland, and founded permanent 
Teutonic kingdoms. Before the end of the sixth century 
the Teutonic dominion stretched from the German Ocean 
to the Severn, and from the English Channel to the Firth 
of Forth. The northern part of the island was still held 
by Piets and Scots, Celtic tribes whose exact ethnical 
relation to each otlicr hardly concerns us.^ And the whole 

^ I use, as a technical term, this correct and old-fiishioned description 
of the class of languages to which our own belongs. The English language 
is simply Low-Dutch, with a very small Welsh, and a very large Komance, 
infusion into its vocabulary. The Low-Dutch of the continent, so closely 
cognate with our own tongue, is the natural speech of the whole region 
from Flanders to Holstein, and !t has been carried by conquest over a 
large region, originally Slavonic, to the further east. But, hemmed in 
by Romance, High-Dutch, and Danish, it is giving way at all points, and 
it is only in Holland that it survives as a literary language. It should 
always be borne in mind that our affinity in blood and language is in tlie 
first degree with the Low-Dutch, in the second degree with the Danish. 
With the High-Dutch, the German of modern literature, we have no direct 
connexion at all. 

^ The proper Scots, as no one denies, were a Gaelic colony from Ireland, 
the original Scotia. The only question is as to the Piets or Caledonians. 
Were they another Gaelic tribe, the vestige of a Gaelic occupation of the 
island earlier than the British occupation, or were they simply Britons 
who had never been brought under the Roman dominion? The geo- 
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west side of the island, including' not only modern Wales, chap, ii 

but the great kingdom of Strathclyde, stretching :from 

Dumbarton to Chester, and the great peninsula co^ntaining 

Cornwall, Devon, and part of Somerset, was still in the 

hands of independent Britons. The struggle had been 

long and hard, and the natives often kei)t their hold of a 

defensible district long after the surrounding country had 

been occupied by the invaders. It is therefore probable 

that, at the end of the sixth century and even later, there 

may have been within the English frontier inaccessible 

points where detached bodies of Welshmen still retained a 

precarious independence. It is probable also tliat, within 

the same frontier, there still were Roman towns, tributary 

to the conquerors rather than occupied by them.‘ But by 

the end of the sixth century even these exceptions must 

have been few. The work of the Conquest, as a whole, Tlic Eug- 

was accomplished. The Teutonic settlers had occupied by quent, as 

far the greater part of the territory which they ever were, ^ 

in the strictest sense, to occupy. The complete supremacy piinted by 

597 * 

of the island was yet to be won ; but that was to be won, 
when it was won, by quite another process. 

The English Conquest of Britain differc'd in several Points of 
important respects from every other' settlement of a between 
Teutonic people within tlie limits of the Roman Empire. 
Everywhere else the invaders gradually adopted the q^^eat and 

language and the religion of the conquered. If the tonic con- 
quests. 

graphical aspect of the case favours the former belief, but the weight 
of philological evidence seems to be on the side of the latter. But the 
question is one which, as far as purely English history' is concerned, may 
safely be left undetermined, 

* It seems certain that the English seldom occupied a Roman or British 
town at once. The towns were commonly forsaken for a while, though 
they were in many cases resettled by an English population- The only 
question is whether any of the towns preserved a sort of half independence 
after the conquest of the surrounding country, »See Comparative Politics, 

130, 422. 
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CHAP. II, conquerors were heathens at the time of their settlement, 
thejr gradually adopted Christianity. If they had already 
adopted Christianity in its Arian form, they gradually 
exchanged their heretical creed for that of the Catholic 

o 

Gradual Churoh. Everywhere but in Britain the invaders gra- 

Ronianiza' 'ini t*j i i j 

tion of the dually learned to speak some lorm, however corrupt, 
conquerors language of Romc. ■ The Teutonic conquerors of 

in religion, Italy, Spain, and Gaul have indeed infused into the 
. &c.'^ ^ * Romance languages of these countries a large proportion 
of words of Teutonic origin. Still the language of all 
those countries remains essentially Latin ; the Teutonic 
element in them is a mere infusion. Everywhere but 
in Britain the invaders respected the laws and the arts 
of Rome. The Roman Law was preserved, side by side 
with the Barbarian codes, as tlie rightful heritage of 
the conquered peojde; and, in the process of ages, the 
Roman Law gradually recovered its position as the domi- 
nant code of a large portion of continental Europe. Every- 
where but in Britain the local divisions and local nomen- 
clature survived the Conquest. Nearly every Gaulish tribe 
recorded by Ciesar has left its name still to be traced on 
the modern map/ In Britain everything is dilferent. 
Retention The Conquering English entered Britain as heathens, and, 
lish of Uielr »ffGr their settlement in Britain, they still retained the 

Teutonic Jjeathen worship of their fathers. They were after a while 
language ^ 

and hea- converted to Christianity, but they were not converted by 
ship. the Christians whom they found in the island, but by a 
special mission from the common ecclesiastical centre. Our 
bishoprics and ecclesiastical divisions are not, as they are 
in Gaul, an heritage of Roman times, representing Roman 

^ In Northern Gaul the name of the tribe is commonly preserved in the 
modern name of its chief town, the original name of the town itself being 
dropped. Thus Lutetia Parisiorum has become Paris. But in Aquitaine 
and Provence the cities commonly retain their original names, as Burdigala 
and Tolosa, now Bourdeaux and Toulouse. 
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political divisions. Our oldest episcopal sees are foiinda- cha?. ii 
tions of later date than the English Conquest, and ^the 
limits of their dioceses answer, not to anything Welsh 
or Roman, but to the boundaries of ancient English 
principalities. And, *as the English in Britain retained History o 
their religion, so they also retained their language^ and lan* 

they retained it far more permanently. A few Celtic, 
and a still fewer Latin, ^ words found their way into 
English from the first days of the Conquest, and a 
somewhat larger stock of Latin ecclesiastical terms ^ was 
naturally brought in by the Christian missionaries. But, a Low- 
with these two very small classes of exceptions, the tongue 
Enoflish language retained its purely Low-Dutch character 
down to that great infusion of Romance words into our fu»ion. 
vocabulary which was a result, though not an immediate 
result, of the Norman Conquest. And to this day, 
though the Romance infusion divides the vocabulary of 
our dictionaries with our natural Teutonic speech, it still 
remains only an infusion, an infusion greater in degree, 
but essentially the same in kind, as the Teutonic infusion 
into the Romance languages.*^ As we cannot put together 
the shortest French sentence without the use of Romance 
words, so we cannot put together the shortest English 
sentence without the use of Teutonic words. But we can 
put together sentence after sentence of French without 
a single Teutonic word, and we can equally put together 
sentence after sentence of English without a single 
Romance word. In Britain too the arts of Rome 
perished as utterly as the language and the religion of 
Rome ; arts, language, and religion were all brought 
back again at a later time and in a corrupted form. 

^ Words like street and Chester; this class is excessively small. See Max 
Muller, Science of Language, Second Series, p. 269. 

* Words like Mass^ Priest, Bishop, Angel, Candle. 

* See Compearative Politics, 420. 

VOL. I. C 
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CHAP. ii. The laws of Rome perished utterly ; they exercised no 
Ute^nflu^ influence upon our insular jurisprudence^ until, in times 
ence of the after the Norman Conquest, the Civil Law was introduced 
Law in as something* utterly motic. And even then our insular 
England, proved too strong for it ; the Imperial 

legislation never gained in England the same supremacy 
which it gained in most parts of the Continent^ and even 
in the Scottish portion of oiir island. The municipal 
institutions of the Roman towns in Britain utterly 
perished ; no dream of ingenious men is more groundless 
than that which seeks to trace the franchises of English 
Local no- cities to a Roman source. In England again the local 
of England nomenclature is everywhere essentially Teutonic. A few 
TeutoSc^ great cities and a few great natural objects, London on 
the Thames and Gloucester on the Severn, still retain 
names older than the English Conquest ; but the great 
mass of the towns and villages of England bear names 
which were given them either by the Angles and Saxons 
of the fifth and sixth centuries or by the Danes of the 
Probable ninth and tenth. In short, though the literal extirpation 
of the^clT of a nation is an impossibility,^ there is every reason to 
tants^^^^ believe that the Celtic inhabitants of those parts of 
Britain which had become English at the end of the 
sixth century had been as nearly extirpated as a nation 
can be. The women would doubtless be often spared ; ^ 
but as far as the male sex is concerned, we may feel sure 
that death, emigration, or personal slavery were the only 
alternatives which the vanquished found at the hands 

' I mean the extirpation of anything worthy to be called a nation, of 
any people who had reached the position which all the inhabitants of the 
Roman Empire had reached. The dying out of savage tribes before the 
arts and arms of highly civilized Europeans is another matter. 

^ Yet the legend of Hengest’s daughter, as told by Nennius — her name 
Rowena is a later absurdity — absolutely worthless as a piece of personal 
history, seems to point to the fact that the invaders not uncommonly 
brought their women with them, 
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of our fathers. The nature of the small Celtic clement chap, ii 
in our language would of itself prove the fact. Nearly 
every Welsh word which has found its way into English elenuint i 
expresses some small household matter, such as women confimia 
and slaves would be concerned with ; nearly all the 
words belonging to the nobler callings^ all the terms 
of government and war, and nearly all the terms of 
agriculture, are thoroughly Teutonic. In short, every- 
where but in Britain an intruding nation sat down by 
the side of an elder nation, and gradually lost itself in 
its mass. In Britain, so far as such a process is 2)ossible, 
the intruding nation altogether su2)2)lanted the elder 
nation. The process of the Conquest again, its gradual pifforoioe 
character, the way in which the land was won, bit by tual pro- 
bit, by hard fighting, was of itself widely ditferent from 
the Gothic settlements in Italy or Spain. This peculiar Bqtam 

^ ^ ^ a)i(l eJs0' 

character of the English Conquest would of itself favour whore, 
the complete disidacement of the former inhabitants, by 
giving the remnant of the vanquished in any district 
the means of escape to those districts which were yet 
uneonquered. 

This remarkable contrast between tht English Conquest OauROH of 

of Britain and the other Teutonic settlements within ence. 

the Empire seems to be due to two main causes. The 

position of Britain differed from that of Italy or Gaul 

or Spain, and the position of the Angles and Saxons 

differed from that of Goths, Burgundians, or even Franks. 

The event alone might seem to show that the Homan Britain lem 

occupation of Britain had not brought about so complete 

a Romanization of the country as had taken place in paul 
. . , Spam. 

Gaul and Spain. The evidence of language looks the 
same way. In Spain and in Gaul the ante -Roman 
languages survive only in a few out-of-the-way corners ; 
the speech of the land is Roman. But in no part of 
Britain has any Roman language been spoken for ages ; 


ttiJgucige uueu c 
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CHAP. II. the speech of the land, wherever it is not English, is 
not Roman but Celtic. The surviving Britons kept, 
and stiU keep, their own native language and not the 
language of their Rorfian conquerors. It would therefore 
seem that the Roman occupation of Britain was, after 
all, very superficial, and that, when the legions were 
withdrawn, the natives largely fell back into their ancient 
barbarism. The English therefore found in Britain a 
. more stubborn,' because a more truly national, resistance 
than any that their Teutonic kinsmen found elsewhere. 
But on the other hand, they did not find that perfect 
and striking fabric of Roman laws, manners, and arts 
which elsewhere impressed the minds of the conquerors, 
urof Ihe changed them from destroyers into disciples. Againj 

ton.rJu“' Franks in some degree, 

Roman long been familiar with Rome in peace and in war. 

emhza- Tiiey had resisted Roman attempts at conquest and 
they had repaid them in kind. They had served in the 
Roman armies, and had received lands and honours and 
offices as the reward of their services. They were, in 
short, neither wholly ignorant of Roman civilization nor 
Sh iftterly hostile to 'it. But our forefathers came from 

i^orant lands where the Roman eagle had never been seen, or 
had been seen only during the momentary incursions of 
Drusus and Germanicus. They had never felt the charm 
which led Gothic kings to glory in the title of Roman 
generals, and which led them to respect and preserve 
the forms of Roman civilization and the monuments of 
Roman art. Our forefathers appeared in the Isle of 
Britain purely as destroyers; nowhere else in 'U'estern 
Europe were the existing men and the existing institutions 
so utterly swept away. The English wiped out every- 
thing Celtic and everything Roman as thoroughly as 
everything Roman was wiped out of Africa by the 
Saracen conquerors of Carthage. A more fearful blow 
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never fell on any nation than the landing of the Anglos chap, ii 
and Saxons was to the Celt of Britain. But we may Results c 
now be thankful for the barbarism and ferocity^ of our charr 

forefathers. Had we stayed in our t?arlier land, we should ^ 

have remained undistinguished from the mass of our Conquest 
Low -Dutch kinsfolk. Had we conquered and settled 
only as Goths and Burgundians conquered and settled, 
we should be simply one more member of the great 
family of the llomance nations. Had we been a colony 
sent forth after the mother country had attained to any 
degree of civilization, we might have been lost like the 
Normans in Sicily or the Franks in Palestine. As it 
was, we were a colony sent forth while our race was 
still in a state of healthy barbarism. We won a country 
for ourselves, and we grew up, a now people in a new 
land, bringing with us ideas and principles common to 
us with the rest of our race, but not bringing with us 
any of the theories and prejudices which have been the 
bane of later colonization. Severed from the old stock, 
and kept aloof from intermixture with any other, we 
ceased to be Germans and we did not become Briions 
or Romans. In our new country vAi developed a new 
system for ourselves, partly by purely native growth, 
partly by independent intercourse with the common centre 
of civilization. The Goth is merged in the Romance 
population of Italy, Spain, and Aquitaine ; the Old-Saxon 
has lost his national being through the subtler proselytisrn 
of the High-German ; but the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes, 
transplanted to the shores of Britain, have won for them- 
selves a new name and a new national being, and have 
handed on to us the distinct and glorious inheritance 
of Englishmen, 

Thus, before the end of the sixth century, by far the Condition 
greater and more fertile portion of Britain had become ”d 
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CHAP. IT. 

of the sixth 
century. 


The coun- 
try occu- 
pied by 
vanous 
kindred 
tribes, 
Angles, 
Saxons, 
Jutes, and 
Frisians. 


The va- 
rious Teu- 
tonic tribes 
in Britain 
fused into 
one nation 


heathen and Teutonic. The land had been occupied by 
varjous tribes ; and most probably^ as always happens in 
such migrations, few bodies of settlers had been perfectly 
homogeneous. A certain following of allies or subjects of 
other races is almost sure to come in under tlie shadow of 
the main body. But it is clear that that main body was 
everywhere so distinctly and predominantly of Low-Dutch 
blood and speech as to swallow up any foreign elements 
which may have accompanied it during its migration^ as 
well as any that it may have incorporated during the 
process of the Conquest or after its completion. Three 
kindred tribes, Angles, Saxons, and Jutes, are, in the 
common national tradition^ said to have divided the land 
among them in very unequal proportions. For Saxons a 
contemporary foreign notice substitutes Frisians.^ But 
Angles, Saxons, Frisians, were all tribes of one common 
stock; all spoke mere dialectic varieties of one common 
tongue. From the very beginning of the Conquest, all 
the Teutonic settlers, without distinction, are spoken of as 
belonging to ^Hhe English kin.”^ To trace out, by the 
evidence of local nomenclature or otherwise, the exact 
extent of the settlebients of these various kindred tribes is 
highly interesting and important as a matter of antiquarian 
and philological research. But the results of such inquiries 
are of little moment for the purpose of such a sketch as 
the present. Long before the Norman Conquest the 
various Low-Dutch tribes in Britain had been fused into 
one English nation. The distinction between Angle and 
Saxon had become a merely provincial distinction, and the 


' Prokopios, Bell. Goth. iv. 20. Bpirriav rrjv vrjaov eOurj rpia iroXvav- 
BpajirSTara ^o.ai\€vs re efs avTwv kKaarep €(p4(rTTjK€y* oySpara 8k 

KHTai Tois eOyfcrt rovrois '^Ayyi\oi re /cal ^piacroves Kal rfi yriacv dpwvvpoi 
BpiTTmts, Prokopios* account of Britain is mixed up with a great deal of 
fable, but here at least is something clear and explicit. 

^ See the Chronicles under the years 443 and 449, and compare 473, 
where Hengest and his Jutes are again called Engle.’* 
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jealousies which undoubtedly survived between them had chap, ji 

become merely provincial iealousies. To the united nation teforo th 
, , • Ni>niiau 

the Angle had given his name, the Saxon had given Conqueni 

his royal dynasty; the Jute, the least considerable in the 

extent of his territortal possessions^ had been, according to 

all tradition, the first to lead the way to a permanent 

settlement, and he had undoubtedly been honoured by 

supplying the ecclesiastical centre from which Christianity 

was spretid over the land. If Wessex boasfed of the royal 

capital of Winchester, Kent boasted no less proudly of the 

spiritual metropolis of Canterbury. 

The old notion of an TIeptarchy, of a regular system ofThooia 
seven kingdoms, united under the regular supremacy of a ^ r^M_raiar 
single over-lord, is a dream which has passed away before 
the light of historic criticism. The English kingdoms in 
Britain were ever fluctuating, alike in their number and in 
their relations to one another. The number of perfectly 
independcuit states was sometimes greater and sometimes 
less than the mystical seven ; and, till the beginning of the 
ninth century, the whole nation did not admit the regular 
supremacy of any fixed and permanent over-lord. Yet It is yet aevon 
no less certain that, among the mass df smaller and more 
obscure principalities, seven kingdoms do stand out in a 
marked way, seven kingdoms of which it is possible to put othern. 
together something like a continuous history, seven king- 
doms which alone supplied candidates for the dominion of 
the whole island. First comes the earliest permanent 
Teutonic settlement in Britain, the Jutish kingdom of Kent. 
Kent. The direct descendants of Hengest reigned over a 
land, which, as the corner of Britain nearest to the conti- 
nent, has ever been the first to receive every foreign 
immigration, but which, notwithstanding, prides itself to 
this day on its specially Teutonic character and on the 
retention of various old Teutonic usages which have 
vanished elsewhere. Besides Kent, the Jutes formed no 
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CHAP, II. 

[The Jutes 
of Wight. 
530-686.] 


The three 

Saxon 

kingdoms. 


Sussex. 

477-835. 

Essex. 

526-825, 


Wessex. 

519-1869. 


5 ? 7-584* 


oth*er strictly independent state. Their only other settle- 
ment was a small principality^ including the Isle of Wight 
and* part of Hampshire, whose history is closely connected 
with that of the great Saxon kingdom in its immediate 
neighbourhood^ in which it was a‘c last merged. The 
remainder of the English territory south of the Thames, 
together with some districts to the north of that river, 
formed the three kingdoms of the Saxons, the East^ the 
South, and the West, whose names speak for themselves. 
Among these Sussex and Essex fill only a secondary part in 
our history. The greatness of Sussex did not last beyond 
the days of its founder JEWo, the first Bretwalda. What- 
ever importance Essex, or its offshoot Middlesex, could 
claim as containing the great city of London was of no 
long duration. . We soon find London fluctuating between 
the condition of an independent commonwealth and that of 
a dependency of the Mercian Kings. Very different was 
the destiny of the third Saxon kingdom. Wessex has 
grown into England, England into Great Britain, Great 
Britain into the United Kingdom, the United Kingdom 
into the British Empire. Every prince who has ruled 
England before and* since the eleventh century ^ has had 
the blood of Cerdic the West-Saxon in his veins. At the 
close of the sixth century Wessex had risen to high 
importance among the English kingdoms, though the 
days of its permanent supremacy were still far distant. 
Step by step, from a small settlement on the Hampshire 
coast, the West-Saxons had won their way, fighting battle 
after battle against the Welsh, and, after nearly every 
battle, extending their borders by a new acquisition of 

^ It is necessary to make this limitation, because the Danish Kings, as 
well as Harold the son of God wine and William the Conqueror, were 
none of them of the West-Saxon house. But all our earlier Kings were 
descended from Cerdic in the male line and all our later Kings in the 
female line. 
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territory. At the time of which I speak they held the chap. i 
modern shires of Hampsliire, Berks, Wilts^ Dorset, part of 
Somerset, with a considerable dominion north^ of the 
Thames and Avon, including* the Shires of Bucking'ham, 

Oxford,, Gloucester, ahd Worcester, and an undefined terri- 
tory stretching northwards along the valley of the Severn.^ 

But this northern dominion was not lasting ; the Thames 
and the Avon became the permanent boundaries of Wessex 
to the north, and the later extension of the West-Saxon 
dominion was wholly westward. At this time tlie Somer- 
set Axe, and the forests on the borders of Somerset and 
Wiltshire, separated the kingdom from the independent 
Britons fo the West. North of the Tliamcs lay tlie three aiio tliroe 
great kingdoms of the Angles. One of these, probably 
the most purely Teutonic realm in Britain,-^ occuj)ied the 
great peninsula, or rather island,*^ between the fens and 
the German Ocean, whicli received from them the name of East- 
East- Anglia. Far to the north, from the Ifumber to the ^71^870. 
Fortli, lay the great realm of the Northumbrians, some- Northinn- 
times united under a single prince, sometimes divided by 547^1876 
the Tyne or the Tees into the two kingdoms of Bernicia 
and Deira. Both these kingdoms havt? a large sea-board, 
but they are not, like Wessex, distinctly attributed to a 
personal founder from beyond sea. The first recorded King 
of the Northumbrians is Ida, who began to reign in 547 

^ I have given the boundaries somewhat roughly, as they do n(jt always 
jxactly answer to those of the present courjtie.s. For details T must refer 

0 Dr. Guest’s paper already quoted, and to his two later papers in the 
Archaeological Journal, vol. xvi. p. 105, and vol. xix. p. 193. 

^ Yet some of the pa.ssages collected by Sir Francis Palgrave (English 
Commonwealth, i. 4^2) would seem to show that j>artios of inde])endent 
Velshmen held out in the fen country till a very late date. 

* On the quasi-insular character of East-Anglia, see Dr. Stanley's paper 

1 the Norwich volume of the Proceedings of the Archieologieal Institute, 

. 58. 

* The Chronicles, under the year 547, record the accession of Ida, and 
)eak of him as the ancestor of the following line of Northumbrian Kings, 
ut we are not told, as in the cases of Hengest, ^lle, and Cerdic, anything 
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CHAP. TI. 


Mercica. 

584 ?- 877 . 


Peculiar 
character 
of Mercia, 
as an uiiit)u 
of small 
states of 
different 
origins. 


the first recorded King* of the East- Angles is Offa^ who 
began to reign in 571.^ These dates give the beginnings 
of the kingdoms, but they do not give the beginnings of 
the English settlements in those countries. What Ida and 
Offa did was apparently to unite districts ruled by several 
independent, or at most confederated, Ealdormen into a 
single kingdom. Meanwhile, in the middle of Britain, a 
power equal to any of the others was growing up, in which 
the same process is still more plainly to be discerned. 
The kingdom of the Mercians, the march or border-land 
against the Welsh, appears at the end of the sixth century 
as a powerful state, but it has no distinctly recorded 
founder, no distinctly recorded date of origin.^ ’ It seems 
to have grown up through the joining together of a great 
number of small principalities, probably of much more 
varied origin than the different portions of the other 
kingdoms. The prevailing blood was Anglian ; but it is 
certain that the Mercian kingdom was considerably en- 
larged by conquest at the expense of the Saxon race. 
The West- Sax on conquests north of the Thames and Avon 
were gradually cut olf from the West-Saxon body, and 


about Ills landing’, and tlie phrase ‘^Ida feng to rice” (cf. 519) implies that 
this was riot the beginning of the settlement. I therefore cannot help 
suspecting that there is some truth in the legend preserved by Nennius (38), 
according to which settlers of the hindred of Hengest occupied Northum- 
berland ill the preceding century. William of Malmesbury (i. 7) follows 
the same account, with additional details, but he distinctly adds that no 
English chief in those parts took the title of King before Ida. See Com- 
parative Politics, 419. 

^ The date of is given by Henry of Huntingdon (Mon. Hist. Brit. 
714 A), But he had before (M. H. B. 712 A) said, speaking of the days 
of Cerdic, “ Ed tempestate venerunt multi et sa?pe de Germanid, et occupa- 
verunt East- Angle et Merce : sed .necdum sub uno rege redacta erant. 
Plures autein proceres certatim regiones occupabant.” This marks the 
transition from Ealdonnanship to Kingship, of which I shall speak in my 
next Chapter. 

* Crida or Creoda is mentioned in the Chronicles (593), but he is not 
.said to have been the first King of the Mercians. That he was so is 
a conjecture of Henry of Huntingdon, M, H. B. 714 C, 
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were constrained, along* with all the other states of 
Mid-England, to admit the Mercian supremacy. Mejcia, 
throughout its history, appears far more divided tlian any 
other part of England, the result, n6 doubt, of its peculiar 
origin. But it must not be supposed tliat the other king- 
doms formed compact or centralized monarchies. Wessex 
was an union of several kindred principalities, each having 
its own Ealdorman or Under-king, though all were united 
under one suiireme chief. At one time five West-Saxon 
Kings appear in a single battle.^ So in Kent there were 
Kings of East and West Kent, a fact which has left its 
memory in our ecclesiastical arrangements to the presetit 
day. No other English shire contains two bishoprics ; 
the two sees of Canterbury and Rochester still bear witness 
to the former existence of two distinct kingdoms within 
the present shire. So, in East- Anglia, the two divisions of 
the race, the North and the South Folk, have left tlndr 
almost unaltered names to two modern counties. But in 
these cases the principalities seem to have been formed by 
separate, though kindred, detachments of colonists, each of 
them ruled by a prince of the one royal house. In W essex 
each successive conquest from the Welsh seems to have 
formed a new principality; but tlie national unity of the 
West-Saxon people was never lost, and it does not appear 
that any but princes of the line of Cerdic ever ruled 
within their borders. But in Mercia a crowd of wholly 
independent principalities seem to have been gradually 
united under one common rule — a type of the fate whicli 
the whole island was destined to undergo, though not 
at the hands of Mercia. 

Such were the territorial divisions of Teutonic Britain 
at the end of the sixth century. Among a crowd of lesser 
states seven principal Kingdoms stand out conspicuously. 
And I do not hesitate to add that it was by no means 
^ Chronicles, 626. Cf. 654. 
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unusual for the sovereign of one or other of these states 
to win, whether by arms or by persuasion, a certain 
dominion over the rest, a dominion which presented the 
aspect of an acknowledged, though probably not a very 
well-defined, supremacy. The famous title of Bretwalda^ 
appears to have been borne by the prirtces in whom such 
a supremacy was successively vested. Eight kings, of 
five different kingdoms, including all the seven except 
Essex and Mercia, are said to have possessed this 
supremacy over the rest of their fellows. The list, it 
should be remarked, does not form a continuous series, 
and it ends, after a considerable gap, with the prince 
who established in one kingdom a lasting supremacy 
over all the rest. The earlier names probably represent 
earlier attempts at establishing a supremacy of the same 
kind, a supremacy which was more or less fully ac- 
knowledged at the time, but which the princes who 
held it failed to hand on to their successors. The early 
Bretwaldas and their dominion present us with the first 
foreshadowings of that union of the whole English race 
which was at last carried out by the West-Saxon Kings 
of the ninth and tenth centuries. 


§ 2 . Conversion of the English to Christianitij . 597-681. 

The last years of the sixth century were marked by 
a change hardly less important than the first settlement 
of the Teutonic tribes in Britain. The Christian faith, 
which the English had hitherto despised or passed by 
unheeded as the creed of the conquered Welsh, was now 
set before them by a special mission from- the city 
which still commanded the reverence of all Western 
Europe. Kent, under its King jEthelberht, who then 


^ On the liat of Bretwaldas and its historic value, see Appendix B. 
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held the rank of Bretwakla, became the first Christian 
kingdom j and Canterbury became the first Christian (jity, 
the spiritual metropolis of the English nation. , To the 
vanquished Welsh the conquering' Saxons and Angles 
had never listened but no sooner had the Homan 
missionaries begun their work than another Christian 
element was brought in from the North, at the hands 
of the already converted Piets and Scots. Sectarian 
differences divided the two parties, and led to con- 
troversies whicli threatened to tear the infant Church 
in pieces. Christian Kings and kingdoms apostatized; 
heathen Kings overthrew the champions of the new Taith 
in battle ; but, amidst all these lluctuations, Christianity 
gradually but steadily made its way. And in no part 
of the world did Christianity make its way in a more 
honourable manner. We nowhere read of any of those 
persecutions, those conversions at the point of the sword, 
which disgraced the proselytizing zeal of the Frankish 
and Scandinavian apostles of the faith. Of the first 
Christian prince in England, it is distinctly told us that, 
while still a heathen, he hindered none of his subjects 
from embracing Christianity, and that, after he was 
himself converted, he constrained none to forsake their 
ancient faith. ^ In less than a century all the English 

kingdoms had fully accepted Christianity, and they had 
distinctly preferred its Roman to its Scottish form. 
Before the end of the seventh century, the spiritual 
conquest of Britain was completed by the entrance of 
the South- Saxons into the fold of Christ; and, in the 
course of the eighth century, the insular Teutons showed 
themselves the most zealous of missionaries for the 
conversion of those of their continental brethren who 
still remained in heathen darkness. Bishoprics were 
gradually founded, the limits of each diocese commonly 
' Bseda, Hist, Eccl. i. 25, 26. 
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answering to those of a kingdom or principality. The 
supremacy of Kent at the beginning of the conversion, 
the supremacy of Northumberland at the stage when 
Christianity was first ’preached to the northern English, 
is still shown to this day in the metropolitan position 
of Canterbury, the city of the Bretwalda iEthelberht, 
and of York, the city of the Bretwalda Eadwine. The 
land was speedily covered with churches and monasteries, 
the distinction between regulars and seculars being, 
during the missionary period, not very accurately drawn. 
Our forefathers soon acquired a fair share of the learning 
of the age, and the first two centuries after the conversion 
form a brilliant period in our ecclesiastical history, one 
which seems the more brilliant from the contrast with 
the time of renewed heathenism and darkness, which, in 
a large portion of Britain, was to follow it. 

The conversion of the English to Christianity at once 
altered their whole position in the world. Hitherto our 
history had been almost wholly insular ; our heathen fore- 
fathers had had but little to do, either in war or in peace, 
with any nations beyond their own four seas. We hear 
little of any connexion being kept up between the Angles 
and Saxons who were settled in Britain, and their kins- 
folk who abode in their older land.^ The little intercourse 
that we read of with the mainland seems to be wholly 
with the Franks who now bore rule on the opposite 
coast of Gaul. Englishmen seem once, in the sixth 
century, to have found their way to the Imperial court, 
but it was in company with the ambassadors of a 
Frankish prince, who at least tried to represent himself 
as the over-lord of Britain.^ One instance of connexion 

* See Appendix C. 

* Prokop. Bell. Goth. iv. 20. ov iroW^ irpdrfpov 6 ^pdyyojv Pa(ri\€vs Ivi 

Trptfffidq. 7 MV ol imrrj^clojv nveis irapd ^a(ri\ia 'lovtrriviavbv ks Bv(dvTiov 
arelXas dvdpas avroit i/e rwv *Ayyi\oJV (pi\oTipiovpievo$ <x/s /cal ij 

vrjaos ijb€ it phi ahrov dpxtTae, 
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between Britain and Gaul may have had some indirect chap. n. 
effect in promoting the work of conversion. English 
Kings then, and long after, commonly intermarried with 
English women, the daughters either of other English 
princes or of their own nobles. But the Bretwalda iEthel- 
berht, before the landing of Augustine, was already married 
to a Frankish princess, who retained her Christian religion 
in his heathen court. Such a fact is chiefly remarkable for 
its strangeness ; yet it points to a considerable amount of 
intercourse between Kent and the Franks of Paris at this 
particular moment. Still, up to the end of the sixth 
century, Britain, as a whole, was cut off from the rest of 
the world. It was a heathen and barbarous island, where 
the Christian faith was professed only by an obscure 
remnant^ which, in some remote corners beyond the reach 
of the invaders, still retained a form of Christianity which, 
after all, was not the orthodoxy of the Old or of the New 
Horae. It was the conversion of our forefathers which 
brought England for the first time, not only within the 
pale of the Christian Churchy but within the 2)ale of the 
general jiolitical society of Europe. But our insular 
position^ combined with the events of our earlier liistory, 
was not without its effect on the i)eculiar character of 
Christianity as established in England. England was the England 
first great territorial^ conquest of the spiritual power, gtric^iy^ 
beyond the limits of the Roman Empire, beyond the 

• a o , ^ Church in 

influence of Greek and Roman civilization. Italy, Spain, the West, 
Gaul, Africa, the Greek East and the remoter Churches 
of doubtful loyalty and orthodoxy, were all either actually 
under the sway of Csesar, or retained distinct traces of the 

' The Goths in the fourth century were the first Teutonic nation to 
embrace Christianity, but they were still a wandering tribe, while the 
conversion of England was a distinct territorial conquest. Armenia again, 
at the other end of the Roman world, was a territorial conquest more 
ancient than that of England ; but Armenia lay far more open to Imperial 
influences than England did. 
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CHAP. II. recent times when they had been so. When ^thelberht 
received baptism, the political sway of Rome still reached 
from the Ocean to the Euphrates, and the language of 
Rome was the one civilized speech from the Ocean to the 
Hadriatic. Strictly national Churches existed only in 
those lands of the further East, where the religious and 
the political loyalty of Syrians and Egyptians was already 
equally doubtful, and which were destined to fall away at 
the first touch of the victorious Saracen. In England, 
Error of alonc in the West, a purely national Church arose. One 
ploying the gl’cat error indeed was committed ; the vernacular tongue 


English 
language 
in public 
worship. 


did not become the language of public worship. The 
mistake was natural. It had occurred to no man to 
translate the Latin services, drawn up at a time when 
Latin was the universal language of the West, into those 
provincial dialects, the parents of the future Romance 
tongues, which were already growing up in Gaul and 
Spain. We should as soon think now of translating the 
Prayer-Book into the dialects of Somerset or Yorkshire. 
Led thus to look on Latin as the one tongue of worship, 
as well as of literature and government, Augustine and his 
successors failed to see that Teutonic England stood in a 
wholly different position from Romanized Gaul and Spain. 
They failed to see that the same reasons which required 
that men should pray in Latin at Rome required that they 
should pray in English at Canterbury. The error was 
pardonable, but in its effects it was great. Still, though 
England had not vernacular services, she soon began to 
form a vernacular literature, sacred and profane, poetical 
and historical, to which no other nation of the West can 
supply a parallel. The English Church, reverencing 
Rome, but not slavishly bowing down to her, grew up 
with a distinctly national character, and gradually infused 
its influence into all the feelings and habits of the English 
people. By the end of the seventh century, the indu- 
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pendent, insular, Teutonic Church had become one of the chap, ir. 
brightest lights of the Christian firmament. ^ 

In short, the introduction of Christianity conjpletely 
changed the position of the English nation both within its 
own island and towards the rest of the world. From this 
time the amount of intercourse with other nations steadily 
increased, and the change of religion had also a most 
important effect within the island itself. The morality of Practical 
the Gospel had a direct influence upon tlie polities of the 
age. The evangelical precepts of peace anti love did not 
put an end to war, they did not put <'in end to aggressive 
conquest, but they distinctly humanized the way in which 
war was carried on. From this time forth the never- tUo wars 
ending wars with the Welsli cease to be wars of exter- Welsh «o 
mination. The heathen English had been satisfied with t>nger 
nothing short of the destruction or expulsion of tlieir oxtermina- 
encmics ; the Christian English thought it enough to 
reduce them to political subjection. This is clearly marked Advance 
in the advance of Wessex towards the West. Twenty 
years before the coming of Augustine, Ceawlin, the West- O.mqne.stH 
Saxon Bn^twalda, liad won the great baJtle of Deorliam ; 
he had taken the cities of Bath, G]ou(?ester, and Ciren- 
cester ; he had then carried his arms northward, and in his 
northern march he had destroyed the Roman city of 
Uriconium. These northern coiujucsts, as we have seen,^ 
were in a certain sense temporary; the districts overrun b^ 

Ceawlin beyond the Avon, like the other West-Saxon 
possessions north of the Thames, ceased for ever to bo 
Welsh, but they did not become for ever West-Saxon. 

But the land between the Avon and the Axe, the northern 
part of modern Somerset, became an abiding part of 
the West-Saxon realm. This was the last heathen con- 
quest, the last exterminating conquest, waged by the 
W^est-Saxons against the Britons, During a space of 

^ See above, p. 25. 
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three hun(3red years, the process of West-Saxon conquest 
stijl went on ; step by step the English frontier advanced 
from tlio Axe to the Parrot, from the Parrot to the Tamar; 
Taunton at one stage, Exeter at another, were border 
fortresses against the Welsh enemy; step by step the old 
Cornish kingdom shrank ii]) before the conquerors ; till at 
last no portion of land south of the Bristol Channel was 
subject to a British sovereign. This was conquest ; it was, 
no doubt, fearful and desolating conquest ; but it was no 
longer conquest which offered only the dreadful alter- 
natives of death, banishment, or personal slavery. The 
Christian Welsh could now sit down as sulqeets of the 
Christian Saxon. The Welshman was acknowledged as a 
man and a citizen ; he was put under the protection of the 
law; he could hold landed property; his blood had its 
price, and his oath had its ascertained value.^ The value 
set on his life and on his oath shows that he was not yet 
looked on as the equal of the con{|uering race ; but the 
Welshman within tlie West-Saxon border was no longer a 
wild beast, an enemy, or a slave, but a fellow-Christian 
living under the King’s peace. There can be no doubt 
that the great pci'ninsula stretching from the Axe to the 
Land’s End w^as, and still is, largely inhabited by men 
who are only naturalized Englishmen, descendants of the 
old Welsh inhabitants, who gradually lost their distinctive 
language and were merged in the general mass of their 
conquerors. In fact, the extinction of the Cornish lan- 
guage in modern Cornwall within comparatively recent 
times was only the last stage of a process which began 
with the conquests of Cenwcalh in the seventh century. 
The Celtic element can be traced from the Axe, the last 

^ See the Laws of Ine, 23, 24^32, 33, 46, 54, 74. (Thorpe, Laws and 
Institutes, i. 1 19-149; Schmid, pp. 30-55.) In the time of 7^i]lfred the 
distinction, at least within tlie strictly English territory, seems to have 
died out. 
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heathen frontier, to the extremity of Cornwall, of course cn.vr. n. 
increasing in amount as we reach tlie lands which \w'rc 
more recently conquered and therefore Jess perfectly 
Teutonized. Devonsliire is less Celtic than Cornwall, and 
Somerset is less Celtfc than Devonsliire^ but not one of 
those three shires can be called a pure Teutonic land like 
Kent or Norfolk. The same rule would doubtless apply to 
those less accurately recorded eon([uosts by which tlic 
Mercian King's extended their dominion from the Severn 
to the modern boundaries of Wales. We have now every- 
where passed the age of extermination, and liavo entered 
on the age marked by the comparatively harmless process 
of political conrpiest. 

§ 3. Flnctuafhjiis of dom'inion helirceu NordntmJjcrJand y 
Mercia^ and 57 7-^^ 3- 

During the seventh and eighth centuries there were ujHtory of 

many fluctuations in the r(‘laiivo ])osit ion of the Englisli 

kingdoms. Not only h]ssex, hut Sussex and I^'ast- Anglia^ oenturicH ; 

p 1 • 1 1 1 • • * • 1 IT position of 

each of which had given the nation a single Bretwalda, the smaller 

sink into insignificance, and even Kent"" falls into (luite » 

r. 1,-1 , . T^. of Wessex, 

secondary position. viessox stood hig’her ; hut its Kings^ 

occupied with extending their westiuni frontier, made as 
yet no attempt to win the sujircmaey of the whole 
island, and they often had no small ditliculiy in main- 
taining their own iiuhqxMuhmee against Northumbrians 
and jMercians. The rivalries of these last two ])OW(U's fill Uivalry t»f 
for a long while the most important place in our history. J^orthunc ^ 
At the end of the sixth century and the bt'ginriing of tlie t>erlai»cl. 
seventh, Northumberland was at the height of its power, 

Its King -dEthelfritli stands forth in the pages of Biecla ^ as 

* Bteda, i. 34; Chron. 60,1, 605. The latter year is the date of his vic- 
tory over the Welsh near Chester and the famous ninssact e of the monks 
of Bangor. 
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the mightiest of conquerors against the Welsh, and as 
checking an invasion of Piets and Scots at the great battle 
of DoegsQiistan. It must always be borne in mind that, at 
this time and long after, Lothian was politically as well as 
ethnologically English, and that Piets and Scots — what- 
ever was the amount of distinction between them — are to 
be looked for only north of the Forth. Eadwine, the first 
Christian King of Northumberland, and who ranks as the 
fifth Bretwcilda, has left his name to the frontier fortress of 
Eadwinesburh or Edinburgh. Eadwine was a true Bret- 
walda in every sense of the word, liolding a supremacy 
alike over Teutons and Britons.^ Five Kings of the 
West-Saxons fell in battle against him;^ but at last 
he died at Ileathfield in battle against Penda, the 
heathen King of the Mercians. Along with Penda ap- 
peared a strange ally, Cadwalla, the Christian King of the 
Strathclyde Welsh, the last of his race who could boast of 
having carried on aggressive war, as distinguished from 
mere plundering inroads, within the territory of any 
English people. Not long afterwards, Oswald, the restorer 
of the Northumbrian kingdom and the sixth Bretwalda, 
fell in another battle against the heathen Mercian. The 
arms of Penda were no less successful against the West- 
Saxons. Even before the overthrow of Eadwine, he had 
most likely annexed to Mercia part of the West-Saxon 
lands north of the Thames and Avon ; ^ and sixteen years 
later, Cenwealh, who afterwards appears *as an extender of 
the West-Saxon frontier at the expense of the Welsh, was 
for a while driven from his kingdom by the same terrible 
enemy. Penda, in short, came nearer to achieving the 

' Bseda, ii. 5. See Appendix B. * See above, p. 27, 

® Chron. 628. “Her Cynegils and Cwichelin gefuhtan Pendan set 
Cirenceastre and ge])ingodon jja.” This I take to mean a cession of ter- 
ritory, most probably of the north-western conquests of Ceawlin. Oxford- 
shire and Buckinghamshire must have been kept longer, as appears from 
the position of Dorchester as originally a West-Saxon bishopric. 
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union of the wliole ]hi<>*lish nation iinchn* one sceptre than chai*. n. 

any prince before the West-Saxon 1 'A‘^bcrlit. J^]verythino‘ 

looked as if the lasting* dominion of Britain were destined 

for Mercia, and even as if the faith of Christ were about to 

be plucked up out of*tlie land before it had well taken 

root. But it was impossible that En<>land should now falb 

back under the rule of‘ a mere heatlien eonejueror. The 

dominion of Peuda appears in our history as a mere 

passing' tyranny, and, though he must have j)ossessed more 

real power than any English prince liad ever done before 

him, his. name finds no ])lace on the list of Bretwaldas. 

At last the seventh ))rin<*e who I)ore that title, Oswiu of Dciath <>f 

Northumberland, cheeked him in his last invasion, and 655. 

slew him in th(‘ battle of Minglield, a name which, 

obscure as it now sounds, marks an important turning- 

]ioint in the history of our island. The strife' between the 

creeds of Christ and of Woden was there finally decided ; 

the Mc'rcians embraced the religion of tlu'ir neighbours, 

and Northuml)erland again became the leading })owcr of 

Britaiii. tinder her two Bret waldas, Oswald and Oswiu, 

the English dominion was, see'iningly for the first time, IuhhImt- 

extended beyond the Forth, and Piets ami Scots, as wi'll as 

English and Britons, admitted the supremacy of the Cnwin, and 
^ ^ ’ 1 J Kcj^frith. 

Northumbrian King.^ But the greatness of Northumber- 635 685. 

land lasted no longer than the reigns of Oswiu and his son 

Ecgfrith. Jk;gfrith was slain in l^attle against the Piets; 685. 

the northern dominion of Northumberland died with him, 

and the kingdom itself, which had been for a while ihn 

most flourishing and advancing state in Britain, was 

gradually weakened by internal divisions. It sank into 

utter insignificance, and stood ready, as we shall soon see, 

for the irruption of a new race of conquerors. After the Greatneng 

of Mercia. 


decline of Northumberland, the Christian Mercians arc 
again seen on the road to that supremacy which had once 
^ See Appendix B. 


716-819. 
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^^55-656. falj of Penda carried with it a momentary subjugation of 
Mercia* to Northumberland, but the land almost immedi- 
ately recovered its independence, and in the next century 
Mercia again advanced from independence to dominion. 
/Ethelbald, Under three bold and enterprising Kings, il^thclbald, Olfa, 
and Cenwulf, the armies of Mercia went forth conquering 
Cewiilf conquer, and the periods of momentary confusion 

796-819. which divided these three vigorous reigns seem to have 
been no serious hindrance to the g^eneral advance of the 
kingdom. AVessex was still engaged in its long struggle 
with the AVelsli, and was in no position to aspire to the 
dominion of Britain. It was quite as much as the AVest- 
Saxon Kings could do to push their conquests against the 
AVelsh on the one hand and to maintain their independence 
against Mercia on the other. AVessex was more than once 
invaded by the Mercians ; at one time it became actually 
75^* tributary; till Cuthred, in tlie middle of the eighth 
century, finally secured its independence in the fight of 
Burford. In the latter half of that century, Offa raised 
the Mercian kingdom to a greater degree of real power 
than it had eviir held, even during the momentary 
dominion of Penda. He conquered from the AVelsh the 
lands between the Severn and the AVye, a lasting and 
useful acquisition for the llnglish nation, which he is said 
to have secured by the great dyke which still bears his 
name. On the other side of Britain, all the smaller states, 
East- Anglia, Essex, Kent, and Sussex, were brought more 
or less completely under his power. Victorious over all 
enemies within his own island, Offa, as the mightiest 
potentate of the AA^e.^t, corresponded on equal terms with 
the Great Charles, the mightiest potentate of the East.*^ 
Influence Occasional misunderstandings between the two princes 

of C'liftrles . . 

the Great Seem not to have seriously interrupted their friendship. It 

^ See Appendix D. 
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is possible that the Kentish Kings applied for help against 
Offa to the mighty Frank ; it is more certain that, after 
Otfa’s death, Charles, now Emperor, ])roeured the^ restora- 
tion of the banished Northumbrian King Eardwnlf, and 
there seems reason t(5 believe that both the Northumbrian 
and his Scottish neighbours aeknowletlged tliemselves the 
vassals of the new Augustus/ 

After the death of Olfa the greatness of ]\rereia con- 
tinued for a while undiminished undt'r llie rcugn of his son 
Cenwulf. Ihit meanwhile tlie s(‘eds of a mighty revolution 
were sowing. A prin(‘(% i aught in tlie school of adv'(‘rsity, 
wlio had learned the arts of war and stateeralt at tin* teot 
of the hero of the age, was, in the eighth yc'ar aft(‘r Otfa’s 
death, raised to tin; throne of the West -Saxons.- lie 
was destined to win a dominion for whi{;h that narrow 
and local deseri])tion S(‘emed all too nu'an. Once, but 
seemingly onc(‘ only, in the hour of victory, did the 
eighth llretwalda, the founder of the abiding supr(‘;^tuHjy 
of W(‘ss(‘x, venture to exchang(i his ancestral title of King 
of the West-Saxons for the prouder style of Kin(} ok the 
F]nclisii.'‘ 


§ 4. Poinaiiciit HuprchKirtj of U'c.ssox. 8 2 '^- 924 . 

Fcgberht was chosen King of t]u‘ Wiest-Saxons two 
years after Charles th<^ Great was chosen Ihnpcwor. 
And we can hardly doubt that the example of his 

^ SU (3 A I )]>einlix D. 

^ For the chronoloLry between the y«*arri 752 8.19 1 follow the Northum- 
brian reckoning preserved by Simon of Durham. Sec Stubbn, Roger r)f 
Jfoveden, i. pj). xci, et serpp 

^ Ecgheilit’s titles commonly run, Rex,’* ftet«ali fretuH dignitate,” 
‘M)ccivlentalium Saxonum rex,” once, in 820, “Rex (Jccidentaliiiin Sax- 
omim neenon et Cantuaiif»rum ” (Kemble, Fod. Dipl. i. 289^, hut in one 
charter of 828 (( *od. Dijil. i. 287) lie appears as “ Ecglx'ilitiis gratiA, Dei 
Rex Anolorem.” In that year he had gran text out Mercia to an Under- 
king and liad rediico<l all tire Welsh to submiBsion. 


ciTAP. in 
in English 
n( lairs. 

808. 


AecesHion 
of Ecg- 
bcrlit of 
Wessex. 
802. 


Analogy 
hetwajon 
Charle.s 
.' 17 id Eeg- 
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CHAP. II. illustrious friend and host was ever present before his 
eye^. He could not indeed aspire^ like Charles^ to the 
diadem ^ of the Csesars, but he could aspire to an ana- 
log*ous rank in an island which men sometimes counted 
for another world. He could win for his own kingdom 
a lasting superiority over all its neighbours, and so pave 
the way for the day when all England and all Britain 
Permanent sliould acknowledge Only a single King. The eighth 
of^essex Brctwalda not only established a power over the whole 
land such as had been held by no other prince before 
him, but he did what no other Bretwalda had ever done, 
he handed on his external dominion as a lasting possession 
to his successors in his own kingdom. From this time 
forward, Wessex remained the undisputed head of the 
English nation. The power of the West- Saxon Kings 
might be assaulted, and at last overthrown, by foreign 
invaders, but it was never again disputed by *rival 
Ecgberht potentates of English blood. In short, as Charles founded 
of the fbe Kingdom of Germany, Ecgberht at least laid the 
of^ngl^d 111® Kingdom of England. In his reign 

Gratlual of thirty-six years he reduced all the English kingdoms 
oftlm otW ^ greater or le^s degree of subjection. The smaller 

8t<ates. states seem to have willingly submitted to him as a 
deliverer from the power of Mercia. East-Anglia became 
Kent, &c. a dependent ally; Kent and the smaller Saxon kingdoms 
[SeeChron. were more closely incorporated with the ruling state, 
in anno.] East -Anglia Kings of the old line continued 

to reign as vassals of the West- Saxon over-lord, Kent, 
Essex, and Sussex were united into a still more dependent 
realm, which was usually granted out as an apanage to 
some prince of the West-Saxon royal house.^ Northum- 
berland, torn by civil dissensions, was in no position 


^ One can hardly de.scribe these relations between the different states 
without using such words as “ homage,” ** apanage,” and the Uke, though 
of course the words were unknown in England at the time. 
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to withstand the power whieh was growing up in the chap. n. 
south of Britain. At the approach of a West-Sa^f^on Submission 
army the Northumbrians seem to have submitted without innnber- 
resistancCj keeping, like East- Anglia, their own line 
vassal Kings. But Jfercia was won only after a long 
struggle, l^egberht had inherited war with INIereia as 
an inheritance from his predecessors. The first \"ear of^Urcia. 

. 1 S02-82y. 

his reign, before he had himself come back to assume the 
crown to which he had been chosen, \vas marked by a 
successful resistance to a Mercian inroad.^ And even 
many years after, one of the greatest victories of his 825. 
reign, the fight of Kllandun, was a victory over ^lercian 
invaders within the West -Saxon realm. That victory 
deprived Mercia of all her external dominion ; it was 
immediately after it that Ecgberht annexed the smaller 
kingdoms which had become Mercian dependencies. Eour SubiniHsion 
years later, ^lercia herself had to submit to tlu^ conqueror ; 
she kept lu^r Kings for nearly another half century, 830-874. 
but they now received their crown at the hands of tlie 
West-Saxon over-lord. It is immediately after recording 
this greatest of Eegberht^s triumphs that the Chronicles 
give him in a marked way the title oT Bretwalda. 

It was immediately after the submission of‘ Mercia 
that Ecgberht received the fiir more easily won submission 
of Northumberland, which completed his work of welding 
all the Teutonic kingdoms of Britain into one whole. 

But, while thus occupied, he had also to carry on the SuccesBes 
usual warfare with his Celtic neighbours. The I)Owen*beHi trover 
of the Cornish Britons was now utterly broken. ^ 
long struggle which had gone on ever since the days 
of Cerdic was now over ; the English frontier seems to 

' A local invaHion of the Ifwicctis was repelled at Kempsford by the 
Wilsaetas. The Hwiccas are the people of the old diocese of Worcester, 

They were therefore doubtless iiiairdy of Saxon blood, yet they now act 
as Mercian subjects. The war however seeiiis to have been quite local, 
earned on by the Ealdormen of the two shires. 
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have been extended to the Tamar, ^ and the English 
siij^’emacy was certainly extended to the Land’s End. 
The Welsh however within the conquered territory still 
kept their distinct being, and they sometimes, with the 
aid of foreign invaders, strove to cast off the yoke. 
Against the North -Welsh/ that is the inhabitants of 
AVales proper, Eegberht was equally successful. As Lord 
of INTercia he inherited from the Mercian Kings a warfare 
against them as constant as that which he had inherited 
from his own ancestors against the Welsh of Cornwall. 
As soon therefore as he had established his supremacy 
over Mercia, he went on to require and to receive the 
submission of the Celtic neighbours of his new dominion. 
From this time forth all the Celtic inhabitants of Britain 
south of the Dee were vassals of the West-Saxon King. 
But his power never reached to the Picts^ the Scots, or 
the Stratliclyde Welsh. In fact, the northern Celts, 
except so far as they came in for their share of the 
Danish invasions, enjoyed about this time a century of 
unusual independence. The power of Northumberland 
had long been unequal to maintaining its old supremacy 
over its Celtic itcighbours, and the new over- lord of 
Northumberland seems not to have attempted to enforce 
it. Eegberht therefore^ even at the height of his power, 
.was not Lord of the whole isle of Britain. To win that 
title was the work of the West-Saxon conquerors of the 
next century. 

But just as the West-Saxon monarchy was reaching 

^ I infer this from the description of the battle of Gafulford in 825, which 
is said to have been fought between the Welsh and the men of Devonshire, 
who must therefore have been English, or at least acting in the English in- 
terest. Yet Devonshire, and even the city of Exeter, remained partly 
Welsh as late as the time of iEthelstan. 

^ Nor'S - Weal as in the Chronicles means the inhabitants of Wales in the 
modern sense, both North and South; they are opposed to the West- 
Wealast the Welsh of Cornwall. 
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tins pitch of greatness, it was threatened by an enemy cuai-. h. 

far more formidable than any that could he found within 

the four seas of Britain. We have now reached the time Danes. 

, 789 1070. 

of the Banish invasions. The Northern part of Kurope, 
peopled by a race closely akin to the Low- Dutch and 
speaking another dialect of the common Teutonic speech, 
now began to send forth swarms of ])i rates over all the 
seas of Jhirope^ who from pirates olten grew into con- 
querors. They were still heathens, and their incursions, 
both in Britain and on the Continent, must have be(Mi 


a scourge almost as frightful •as 
Ihiglish had becui to the oi'iginal 


the settleuK'ni of the 787* 

. . [ ^ 'liion. in 

Hntons. Tli(‘ St*audi- jimio.] 


navian incursions bc’gan IxTore the accession of ]'k‘gl)i‘rht, 


and ev(‘n his pow('r did not kec'p them wholly in check. 


It must however have had sonH‘ ('onsid(‘rabU* elfect, as 


it is only quite towards the end of his r(‘igu that we 
hear of tlunn again. In his last years their iiuuirsions 
liecame frequent and formidable, and in oiu^ battle* the 8^,3. 

Ih’ctAvalda himself was deteated by them. But, he al'ter- 
wards gaiiu'd, over the united forces of the Dan(*s a,nd 
the revolted W(‘lsh^ the battle of 1 lengestesdnn in 836. 

Cornwall, which may rank with fdlairdun as the second 
great victory of his reign. Soon after this success, whieth 
barely chee ked the Danish invasiems, but which comph‘i(Ml 
the submission of the; W(‘st-We]sh, King Lcgluu’ht died, 837. 
like his model Cliarles, with his own power undirninished, 
but perhaps foreseeing what was to (!ome when his sceptre 
should pass into weaker hands. 


The Danish invasions of Jhigland, as I have aln^ady Three 
saidd fall naturally into three periods, (?ach of wdiich thoThuiilh 
finds its parallel in the course of the Lnglish Conquest ’“vaHionH. 
of Britain. As the Saxons and Angh*s plunder(‘d and 
desolated long before they actually settled, so now their 


^ See above, p. I a. 
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CHAP. n. Northern kinsmen followed the same course. We first 
Period of ^ period in which the object of the invaders seems 
simple to be simple plunder. They land, they harry the country, 

plunder. 

789-855. they fight, if need be, to secure their booty, but whether 
defeated or vietorious, they equally return to their ships, 
and sail away with what they have gathered. This 
period includes the time from the first recorded invasion 
Second till the latter half of the ninth century. Next comes 

Period, of . . . 

settlement; a time ill which the object of the Danes is clearly no 
^ 55 -^ 7 - longer mere plunder, but settlement. They now, just 
as the English had done before them, come in much 
stronger bodies, and instead of sailing away every winter 
with their plunder, they make lasting settlements in a 
large part of the country. This took place in the second 
half of the ninth century. During the greater part of 
the tenth century we read of few or no fresh invasions 
from Scandinavia; the energies of the Northern tribes 
were just now mainly devoted to those successive settle- 
ments in Gaul which formed the Duchy of Normandy. 
Stru(?i?le of But the West-Saxon Lords of Britain were engaged for 
8axoii more than fifty years in a constant struggle to subdue 
the^Da^es^ and keep in obe\lienee the Danes who had already 
^ttled in settled in the island. And the Danes in Britain were 
902-954. often helped by the Scandinavian settlers who had 
occupied the eastern coast of Ireland and the islands 
to the west and north of Scotland. A short interval 


Third 
l^eriod of 
Danish 
invasion. 
Period of 
political 
conquest. 
980-1016. 


of peace, the glorious reign of Eadgar, now follows; 
towards the end of the tenth century the plundering 
invasions of the Danes begin again ; but they soon 
assume altogether a new character. The North of Europe, 

m 

hitherto divided among a crowd of petty princes, had 
now, like England, like the Empire, settled down into 
a more regular order of things. Three great kingdoms, 
Sweden, Norway, and Denmark, had arisen. With 
Sweden we had nothing directly to do ; the conquests 
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of that power were made to the East. With Norway chap. u. 
also England proper had eomparatively little to • do, 
though the Northmen who ravaged and settled in 
Scotland and Ireland seem to have come mainly from 
that part of Scandinavia. But the history of England 
for a long term of years is one record of constant 
struggles with the power of Denmark. This forms the 
third period. W^e have passed the time of mere plunder ; 
we have passed the time of mere local settlement. We 
have now reached the time of i)olitical conquest, the 
time analogous to the conquests of the West- Saxon 994-1013. 
Kings from Cenwealh to Eadred. We now see a King 
of all Denmark bent on achieving the conquest of all 
England. We at last see the foreign invader succeeding 
in his attempt, and reigning as King of the English, 1013-1016. 
with the formal, though no doubt the constrained, assent 
of the English nation. Of these three periods, the third, 
as furnishing some of the immediate causes of the Norman 
Conquest, I must deal with in grcatiu' detail at a later 
stage of this history. The two earlier periods, those of 
mere plunder and of mere settlement, come within the 
bounds of the present preliminary skdtch. 


The reigns of the son and the grandsons of licgberht 
were almost wholly taken up by the struggle with the 
Northmen. In the reign of -dllthelwulf the son of 
Ecgberht it is recorded that the heathen men wintered 
for the first time in the Isle of Sheppey. This marks 
the transition from the first to the second period of 
their invasions. Hitherto they had plundered and had 
gone away with their plunder ; to spend the winter 
on English soil was the first step towards a lasting 
settlement. It was not however till about eleven years 
from this time that the settlement actually began. 
Meanwhile the sceptre of the West-Saxons passed from 
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one hand to another. It is remarkable that no English 
king* of this or of the following century seems to have 
reached, old age. After iRthelvvulf^ whose age is un- 
certain, only one or two of his descendants for several 
generations reached the age of fifty, and the greater 
part of them were cut off while they were quite young. 
Four sons of iEthelwulf reigned in succession, and the 
reigns of the first three among them make up together 
only tliirteen years. In the reign of the third of these 
princes, iEthelred the First, tlie second period of the 
invasions fairly begins. Five years were spent by tlie 
Northmen in ravaging and conquering the tributary 
kingdoms. Northumberland, still disputed between rival 
kings, fell an easy prey; one or two puppet princes did 
not scruple to receive a tributary crown at the hands 
of the heathen invaders.' They next entered Mercia, 
they seized Nottingham, and the West- Saxon King, 
hastening to the relief of his vassals, was unable to 
dislodge them from that stronghold. East-Anglia was 
completely conquered, and its King Eadmund died a 
martyr. At last the full storm of invasion burst upon 
Wessex itself. King iEthelred, the first of a long line 
of West -Saxon hero kings, supported by his greater 
brother .iElfred, met the invaders in battle after battle 
with varied success. He died, and H51fred succeeded, in 
the thick of the struggle. In this year, the last of 
vEthelred and the first of /Elfred, nine pitched battles, 
besides smaller engagements, were fought with the 
heathens on West- Saxon ground. At last peace was 
made; the Danes withdrew to London, within the Mer- 
cian frontier; Wessex was for a moment delivered, but 
the supremacy won by Ecgberht was lost. For a few 
years Wessex was subjected to nothing more than 
temporary incursions, but Deira or Southern Northum- 
^ On the conquest of Northumberhind, see Appendix KK. 
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bcrland, and north-eastern Mercia were systematically chap. n. 
occupied by the Danes, and the land was divided ain^)!^^* 876-877. 
them. In Bernicia or Northern Northumberland J^ni>*lish 
princes still reigned under Danish supremaey. The last* 
native Kiin^ of the INTercians,^ Burhred, the brother-in- 
law of ^Elfred, had already been deposed by tlie Danes, 874. 
and had gone to Rome, where he ended liis days. At Second in- 
last tlie Danes, now settled in a large pari of the Wessex. 
island, made a second attem])t to add Wessex itself to 
their ])ossessions. For a moment (lie land seemed 
compiercd ; jidfred himself lay hid in the marshes of 
Somerset ; men jnigld, well deem that the Empire of 
Eegberht; and the kingdom of Cm-die itself, had vanished 


for eviT. Ihit the strong lieart ol‘ the most nmowned 
of Englishmen, the saint, the scholar, the hero, and the 
lawgiver, carried his i)eople safely through tliis most 
terrible of dangers. Within a few months the Dragon Fcaco of 
of Wessex was again victorious ; the Nortlunen w('rc andcvncie 
driven to conclude a peace which Englishnuu), hfty 
years sooner, would have deemed the lowest d(‘j)th of 878 880. 
degradation, but which now might fairly be looked upon 
as honourable and even as triumphanll. By the tcirms 
of the Peace of Wedmore the Northmen wen^ to leave 


Wessex and the part of Mercia south-west of Watling- 
Street they, or at least their (diicfs, were to submit 
to baptism, and they were to n‘eeive the wliole land 
beyond Watling- Street as vassals of the West- Saxon 


’ It is hardly wurth while to reckon the puppet Ceolwulf, not of the 
royal house, sot up for a inonient by the Danes after the expulsion of 
Ilurlired. 

^ The exact boundary started from the Thames, aloiij^ the Lea to its 
source, then ri|(ht to Bedford and alun<( the Ouse till it meets Watlin^^- 
Street, then along Watling-Street to the Welsh border. See y 1 *llfred and 
Guthrum’s l^eace, Thorpe’s Laws and Institutes, i. 152. This frontier 
gives Lonilon to the English ; but it seems that Alfred did not obtain full 
possession of London till 886. See Earle’s Parallel Chronicles, p. 310. 
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King. Gutlirum, the Danish King, was accordingly 
baptized by the name of -^thelstan ; he took possession 
of his • new dominions, and observed the peace with 
decent fidelity down to his death. 

A large part of England thus received a colony of 
Danish inhabitants. They gave their name to their 
conquest, and England is now divided into Wessex, 
Mercia, and Benalagn^ the region where the Danish law 
was in force. This Danish occupation was a real settle- 
ment of a new' people in the land. There is no reason 
to think that any extirpation or expulsion of the native 
inliabitants took place, such as that which accompanied 
the English Conquest. But the displacement of land- 
owners and the general break-up of society must have 
been far greater than anything that was afterwards 
brought about by the Normans. How extensive the 
Danish occupation was is best seen in the local nomen- 
clature and local divisions.^ The West -Saxon shires 
keep to this day the names and the boundaries of the 
principalities founded by the first successors of Cerdic. 
In some of them there is no one dominant town in a 
shire ; several shires contain a town bearing a cognate 
name, but the shire is seldom called directly and solely 
after a town. In short, the local divisions of Wessex 
were not made but grew. Mercia, on the other hand, 
has every appearance of having been artificially mapped 
out. Tlie shires, with at most two exceptions, are called 
after towns, and in most cases the shire groups itself 
round its capital, as round an acknowledged and con- 
venient centre. The names of the old principalities 
vanish, and their boundaries are often disregarded. One 
principality is divided among several shires, and another 
shire is made up of several ancient principalities. We 
can hardly doubt that the old divisions were wiped out 
' See Appendix E. 
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in the Danish invasions, and that the country was divided 
again by the English Kings after the reconquest. 

Again, the names of the towns and villages throughout 
a large part of the ceded territory show the systematic 
way in which the land was divided among the Danish 
leaders. TlfVough a large region, stretching from War- 
wickshire to Cumberland, but most conspicuously in 
Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, and Leicestershire, the Danish 
termination h/ marks the settlements of the inv aders, and, 
in a vast number of cases, the name of the manor still 
retains the name of the Danish lord to whom it was 
assigned in the occupation of the ninth century. In two 
cases at least the Danes -gave new names to considerable 
towns. Streoneshalh and Northwcorthig received the 
new names of Whitby and Derby (D(‘oraby). This last 
town is one of considerable importance in the history of 
the Danish settlement. It was, together with Lincoln, 
Leicester, Nottingham, and Stamford, a member of a con- 
federation of Danish towns, which, under the name of the 
Five Boroughs, often plays a part in the events of the 
tenth and eleventh centuries. 


Names of 
])laoes in 
Northum- 
berland 
and Mer- 
cia rotiiin- 
iiig the 
names of 
1 )anihli 
lords. 
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The Five 
JioroughM. 


Alfred, the uiiwdling author of these great changes, is Character 
. , . , . fr • . , of ^afrcd, 

the most perfect character in history, lie is a singular 

instance of a prince who has become a hero of. romance, 

who, as a hero of romance, has had countless imaginary 

exploits and imaginary institutions attributed to him, but 

to whose character romance has done no more than justice, 

and who appears in exactly the same light in history and 

in fable. No other man on record has ever so thoroughly Singular 

united all the virtues both of the ruler and of the private virtues in 

man. In no other man on record were so many virtues 

disfigured by so little alloy. ^ A saint without superstition, 

* The story which represents .Alfred as forsaken by his subjects on 
account of cruelties in the early part of his reign, and as being thus led 
VOL. I. E 
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a scholar without ostentation^ a warrior all whose wars 
ware fought in the defence of his country, a conqueror 
whose • laurels were never stained by cruelty,^ a prince 
never cast down by adversity, never lifted up to insolence 
in the hour of triumph — there is no other name in history 
to compare with his. Saint Lewis comes n^rest to him 
in the union of a more than monastic piety with the 
highest civil, military, and domestic virtues. iElfred and 
Lewis alike stand forth in honourable contrast to the 
abject superstition of some other royal saints, who were 
so selfishly engaged in the care of their own souls that 
they refused either to raise up heirs to their throne or to 
strike a blow on behalf of their people. But even in Saint 
Lewis we see a disposition to forsake an immediate sphere 
of duty for. the sake of distant and unprofitable, however 
pious and glorious, undertakings. The true duties of a 
King of the French clearly lay in France and not in 
Egypt or at Tunis. No such charge lies at the door 
of the great King of the West-Saxons. With an 
inquiring spirit which took in the whole worlds for 
purposes alike of scientific inquiry and of Christian 
benevolence^ yElfred never forgot that his first duty was 
to his own people. lie forestalled our own age in ex- 
ploring the Northern Ocean, and in sending alms to the 
distant Churches of India ; but he neither forsook his 
crown, like some of his predecessors, nor neglected its 
duties, like some of his successors. The virtue of iElfred, 
like the virtue of Washington, consisted in no marvellous 
displays of superhuman genius, but in the simple, straight- 
forward, discharge of the duty of the moment. But 

to reformation, is part of the legend of Saint Neot, not of the history of 
Alfred. 

’ No one can blame -Alfred for hanging (see Chron. 897) the crews of 
some piratical Danish ships, who had broken their oaths to him over and 
over again. His general conduct towards his enemies displays a singular 
mildness. 
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Washington, soldier, statesman, and patriot like .Elfred, cww. ii. 
has no claim to yElfred’s character of scholar and master 
of scholars. William the Silent^ like iElfred the deliverer with \\ il- 
of his people, had no call to be also their literary teacher ; suent 
and in his career, glorious as it is, there is an element 
of intrigue which is quite unlike the noble simplicity 
of both yElfred and AVashington. The same union of zeal 
for religion and learning with the highest gifts of the 
warrior and the statesman is found on a wider field of 
action, in Charles the (Ireat. Eut even Charles cannot witli 
aspire to the pure glory of yElfred. Amidst all the . 

splendours of conquest and legislation, we cannot be blind 
to an alloy of personal ambition and personal vice, to 
occasional unjust aggressions and occasional acts of cruelty. 

Among our own lab'r princes, the great Mdward alone can "hh E<1- 

1 n I 1 1 • 1 • ward Uiu 

bear lor a moment the comparison with his glorious fIihi. 
ancestor. And, when tried by such a standard, even the 
great Edward fails. lA^en in him we do not sec the same 
wonderful union of gifts and virtues which so seldom meet 
tog(‘ther ; we cannot acquit Edward of occasional acts of 
violence, of occasional recklessness as to means ; we cannot 
attribute to him the pure, simple, alniost childlike dis- 
interestedness which marks the charaet(‘r of yh^lfred. The 
times indeed were different; Edward had to tread the ])ath 
of righteousness and honour in a time of far more tangled 
policy, and amidst temptations, not harder indeed, but far 
more subtle. The h'gislative merits of Edward are greater 
than those of yElfred; but this is a diflercncc in the times asTuegiH. 
rather than in the men. The popular error which makes * 
yElfred the personal author of all our institutions hardly 
needs a fresh confutation. Popular legends attribute to 
him the invention of Trial by Jury and of countless other 
portions of our law, the germs of which may be discerned 
ages before the time of Alfred, while their existing shapes 
cannot be discerned till ages after him. iElfred, like so 

E Z 
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CHAP, ir. many of our early kings, collected and codified the laws 
of (his predecessors ; but we have his own personal witness^ 
that he purposely abstained from any large amount of 
strictly new legislation. The legislation of Edward, on the 
other hand, in its boldness and originality, forms the most 
aa scholar, marked of all epochs in the history of our law. It is 
perhaps, after all, in his literary aspect that the distinctive 
beauty of iElfred’s character shines forth most clearly. 
The mere patronage of learning was common to him with 
many princes of his age. Both Charles the Great and 
several of his successors had set brilliant examples in this 
way. What distinguished iElfred was his own personal 
appearance as an author. Now, as a rule, literary kings 
have not been a class deserving of much honour. They 
have commonly stepped out of their natural sphere only 
to display the least honourable characteristics of another 
calling. But it was not so with the Emperor Marcus ; it 
was not so with our iElfred. In iElfred there is no sign of 
literary pedantry, ostentation, or jealousy; nothing is done 
for his own glory; he writes, just as he fights and legis- 
lates, with a single eye to the good of his people. He 
shows no signs of original genius ; he is simply an editor 
and translator, working honestly for the improvement of the 
subjects whom he loved. This is really a purer fame, and 
one more in harmony with the other features of iElfred’s 


^ “ I then, Alfred King, these [laws] together gathered, and had many 
of them written which our foregangers held, those that me -liked. And 
many of them that me not liked I tlirew aside, with my Wise Men’s thought, 
and on otherwise bade to liold them. Forwhy I durst not risk of my own 
much in writ to set, forwhy it to me unknown was what of them would 
like those that after us were. But that which I met, either in Ine’s days 
my kinsman, or in Offa’s the King of the Mercians, or in ^thelberht’s that 
erst of English kin baptism underwent, those that to me rightest seemed, 
those have I herein gathered and the others passed by, I then Alfred, 
King of the West-Saxons, to all my Wise Men these showed, and they 
then q,uoth that to them it seemed good all to hold.” iElfred’s Dooms, 
Thorpe’s Laws and Institutes, i, 58-59 ; Schmid, p. 69. 
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character, than the hig'hest achievements of the poet, the vnw. n. 
historian, or the philosopher. I repeat then that u:151fjed 
is the most perfect character in history. And he was ila)n>int'‘s 
specially happy in handing on a large share of his genius 'iVc- 
and his virtue to thos*e who came alter him. The West- 
Saxon kings, for nearly a century, form one of the most 
brilliant royal lines on record. From yFthelred the Saint 
to kaidgar the Peaceful, the short and wretched reign of 
Eadwig is the only interruption to one continued display ^ 
of valour under the guidance of wisdom. The greatness 
of the dynasty, obscured under the second ^Ethelred, 
flashes forth for a moment in the short and glorious 
career of the second Eadmund. It then bt‘comes more 
permanently (‘clipsed under the rub' of Dane, Norman, 
and Angevin, till it shines forth once mori' in the first 
of the new race whom we can claim as llinglish at heart, 
till, if not iElfred himself, at hast his uncom^uered son, 
seems to rise again to life in one who at once bore his name 
and followed in his steps. 

There can be little' doubt that the Danish setthanent in Tho Danish 
England, which seemed at llrst to be the utt(‘r destnudion tends t(» 
of the West-Saxon monarel.y, tended in the end to the 
consolidation of England and of all Britain under the KuKlaml 

-r 1 • 1 11 binder tlio 

West-Saxon kings. Looking at yLltrcd as JSretwalda, a Wvnt- 
titl(> which had passed away, or as Kirif,'’ of the Enj>lish, a 
title which ho hardly ventured to assume, his loss was 
beyond expression. But, as local King of the West-Saxons, 
he uudouhtcdly gained. "The Danes were nominally his 
vassals;' hut their vassalage was so purely nominal that 

' Guthrum of East-Anglia was a nominal vassal all along. But the 
Northumbrians, whether Dane.s or Engli.sh, seem not to have made sub- 
inlssion till 893, in the ])ros|>ect of tlie last Danish invasion of this reign. 

Their King Gutlired had just died. See the two statements in Simeon of 
Durham, X Scriptt. pp. 133 (M. H. B. 685), 1 51, and Palgrave, ii. ceexv. 

Cf. Chron. and El. Wig. 894. 
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CHAP. IT. we may look on ^Elfred as having lost all authority over 
East-Anglia, Northumberland, and the larger half of 
Gloser Mercia. But the remainder of Mercia was more closely 
tween Mer- united to Wessex than it had been since the seventh 
Wessex. ccntury. The new frontier gave *to iElfred nearly the 
whole of the old extent of Wessex beyond the Thames and 
Avon, while it added a large region in the centre of 
England which had never been West-Saxon before.^ Still 
tliis great acquisition was not absolutely incorporated with 
the West-Saxon kingdom. The over-lord no longer en- 
trusted the dependency to a vassal King, but English 

Before Mcrcia still had an Ealdorman of her own, a man of 
886 

princely descent within the land over which he ruled. But 
^thelred, the new ruler of south-western Mercia, was the 
son-in-law of the West-Saxon King and ruled by his 
Recovery father-in-law’s appointment.^ And along with the re- 
8<S6. covered portion of Mercia, Alfred also regained London, a 
city which we shall henceforth ever find to be one of the 
firmest strongholds of English freedom and one of the 
truest bulwarks of the realm. 


C\)nsoliaa- We may therefore look on the immediate West-Saxon 

tion of . 

Wessex. territory as actually increased by the Danish invasion. 

The recovered part of Mercia was reduced to the form of 
a province ; we hear no more of even dependent Kings in 
Kent and Sussex, but at most of Ealdormen of the King’s 
appointment. All England south-west of Watling- Street 
was fast growing into a compact and homogeneous king- 


Progre^^sof dom. And the very fact of the foreign occupation of the 
Saxon England paved the way for its easier incorporation 


aidecTby kingdom which remained independent. The 

tlie Danish wars of Wesscx with the Danes of Mercia and North- 


^ Alfred was thus King of nearly aU. the Saxon part of England, of very 
little of the Anglian part. Hence doubtless the title of “ Rex Saxonum ” 
which he often uses. He was more than King of the West-Saxons ; he was 
le^s than King of the English. 

^ See Appendix F, 
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humberland were wars of quite another character from the chap. ii. 

old border strife between the English inliabitants of the 

^ ^ ^ , meuts. 

several kingdoms. They were in the strictest sense na- 
tional wars, wars of religion and patriotism. The West- 
Saxon Kings were, inHlie eyes of all Englishmen in what- 
ever part of the island, the champions of the national 
independence and the national fiiith. Their conquests 
brought with them deliverance from the Danish yoke, and 
we therefore find them everywhere welcomed as dc'Iiverers 
l)y the subject English population. One or two atterni)ts at 
a division of the kingdom^ show that the old local feelings 
had not fully died out ; but their ill success shows no less 
clearly that such divisions no longer rested on any strong 
national basis. The successors of yElfred were gradually 
ena])led to win back the supremacy established by hleg- 
berht, and to enlarge it into an actual sov(‘reign1y over 
all England and an acknowledged su))remaey over all 
Britain. The kingdom so formed was at last over(a)me 
by a Danish conqueror; but it was overcome by a V(uy 
diHerent process from the settlement of this or that 
wandering pirate. It was the transfer of the crown of 
a consolidated English kingdom to tha head of the King 
of a now no less consolidated kingdom of Denmark. 

The reign of yElfrcd contains two intervals oi‘ n(‘arly 880 '893. 
perfect peace. After the great deliverance of Wessex ^^9 7 - 9 ° 
there was no very serious warfare with the Danes till Later Dan 

ImIi W HtFH 

(piite towards the end of yElfred’s life. Then came five of yKlfr . <1. 
years of a struggle almost as fearful as that of the early 
days of his reign. Hut in the end /Elfred and England 
were again victorious. During the years of peace iElfred 
had seen the need of forming a naval force to meet the 


’ Between Eadwig and Ead^ar in 957, between Eadinuri'I and Criut in 
1016, between Harold and Harthaenut in 1035. All tbene arrangcmentK 
were short-lived, and they were probably not meant to be more tlian 
temporary compromises. 
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wikings on their own element. It is wonderful how 
wholly the old sea-faring spirit of the Angles and Saxons 
seems to have died out before his time. But both iElfred 
and his successors diligently fostered the naval power of 
England, alike for war, for commerce, and for discovery. 
In shorty Alfred laid the foundations of that naval great- 
ness whrch is the special pride of Englishmen. His fleet 
seems to have preserved Wessex itself from anything 
more than ^ a few landings for plunder. But for three 
years, Danish invaders, helped by the Danes settled in 
the country, marched to and fro through all Britain 
north of the Thames. But at last iElfred succeeded in 
reducing them at least within the terms of the Peace of 
Wedmore, and he again enjoyed a few years of quiet before 
his death. 

Alfred’s successor^ Eadward the Elder, completed the 
work which Ecgberht had begun, by first extending the 
supremacy of Wessex over the whole island of Britain. 
Under his sons, iEthelstan, Eadmund, and Eadred, that 
supremacy was maintained and consolidated at the point 
of the sword. Hi^ grandson, Eadgar the Peaceful, enjoyed 
the fruit of their labours, and further strengthened their 
work by a reign of strong and orderly government, by 
holding himselt* in constant readiness for war during a 
time, for those days, of most unusual peace. Thus, from 
Ecgberht to Eadgar, it took a hundred and seventy years 
to build up the Kingdom of England, a kingdom which, 
as coming events showed, could still be conquered, but 
which could no longer be permanently divided. The 
twenty-five years of Eadward are the -turning-point ; 
what he won his successors had only to keep. It is only 
the unequalled glory of his father which has doomed this 
prince, one of the greatest rulers that England ever beheld, 
to a smaller degree of popular fame than he deserves. His 



REIGN OF EADWARD THE ELDER. 


57 


whole reig*n bears out the paneg^yric passed on him by chap. ii. 
an ancient writer/ that he was fully his fatlier^s equal 
as a warrior and ruler, and was inferior to him in nothing 
except those literary labours which were so peculiarly 
yElfred’s own. The work of Eadward was twofold ; he 
enlarged the borders of his immediate kingdom, and he 
brought the whole island under vassalage, llis wars, 
and those of his three successors, were, it should be re- 
membered, waged mainly against the Danes settled in 
Britain. These settlers were sometimes ludped by their 
brethren from Denmark, and more commonly by the Danes 
and Northmen settled in Ireland ; but, on the whole, 
foreign invasions do not form an important feature in the 
events of this half-century. The war began when the Alliunco <>f 
Northumbrian Danes took the part of a deleated candidate 
for the West-Saxon crown,- who did not scruphi to accept 
their alliance, and to lead them to ]>lunder and attcmipted 
conquest against his own countrymen. But l^adward, 
w’hen thus put on the defensive, did something more 
than merely defend the kingdom which he had received 
from llis father. With the lu lj) of his sister yEtlieltheib Rocovery 
the famous Lady of the Alercians, the widow of their 
l^aldorman yEthelred, he recovered from tin* Danisli yoke , 

^ JUKI ypithcl- 

the whole of Mercia, East-Anglia, and Ess(‘x, and the 

905-922. 

brother and sister secured their conquests by liuilding 
fortresses in all directions. By the English population Annoxa- 
of all these districts Eadward was welcomed as a deliverer, Mercia- 
and h(* found no difliculty in annexing the liberated lands 

' Florence of Worcester (901) after a splendid panegyric on yFlfred, 
continu' 8, ‘‘Ilnic filiiis HUccesHit Kadwardus, c()gnoinento Senior, litte- 
raruiii cultu patre inferior, Bed diguitate, potentia, pariter <4 gloria Hupe- 
rior ; nain, ut in aequeiitibuH clarebit, multo latiuH quaiu pater fincH regni 
sni dilatavit,” &c. &c. 

* yElfred wiw, according to cuBtom, chosen in preference to tlie Hons of 
his elder brother ^Ithelred, who were minors at the time of tlieir father’s 
deafh. On -^Elfred’s <leath one of tlie.se sons, Tl^thelwald, tried to obtain 
the crown, but tlie Witenagemdt elected Eadward the son of yElfred. 
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CHAP. ir. to his own kingdom. After the death of jEthelflsed, who 
was her brother’s close ally rather than his subject, the 
separate being of Mercia came to an end. The whole 
Mercian land on both sides of the Watling-Street was 
incorporated by Eadward with his own kingdom. lie 
thus became, what no West-Saxon King had been before 
him^ immediate sovereign of all England south of the 
Humber. Having thus extended his immediate dominion 
beyond all precedent, he was able to extend his more 
general supremacy equally beyond anything possessed by 
his predecessors. The pjrinees of Wales, Northumberland, 
Strathclyde, and Scotland, all submitted to him by a 
voluntary act ; they chose him to father and to lord.” ^ 
The Welsh and Northumbrian princes only renewed a 
homage which they had already paid both to Ecgberht 
and to Alfred; but the relation with Strathclyde and 
Scotland was new. No warfare with either country is 
spoken of ; the act of submission seems to have been made 
by the free consent of the rulers and people of the two 
Northern kingdoms. The motive to such an act is doubt- 
less to be found in a dread of Eadward’s power, combined 
with a sense of the necessity of his position as the general 
champion of Britain against the Danes. Scotland and 
Strathclyde had suffered as much from Scandinavian in- 
vasions as England had. To choose the West-Saxon King 
as their over-lord might involve some national humiliation, 
but it was better to receive the champion of Christendom 
as an over-lord than to be exposed without defence to the 
incursions of the heathen. Eadward thus obtained a far 
greater extent of dominion than had been held by Ecg- 
berht himself. Ecgberht’s immediate kingdom stopped 
at the Thames, and his over-lordship reached only to the 
Forth. Eadward^s immediate kingdom reached to the 
Humber, and his over-lordship extended over the whole 
‘ Sj&e Cbron. 924, and Appendix G. 
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island. The submission of Scotland and Slrailiclydc to chap, ip 
Eadward is the most distinctive feature in Eadward’s 
reign. It was something which surpassed the greatest 
exploits of his predecessors. The Scots had recognized 
a precarious supremacy in the old Northumbrian Kings. 

They had recognized a supremacy yet more precarious 
still in the great Frankish Emperor. Eut their sub- 
mission to Wessex was wholly new ; the days had long 
passed when they had bowed to an over-lord at York, 
and they had never before bowed to an over-lord at 
Winchester. This vommendudon of Scotland to the Wt'sl- Vasf^ala^ro 
Saxon King is an event so iiiiporlant for the history of lajui. 
the next four hundred years, and it is an event which Is 
often so completely misunderstood, that I must reserve 
some consideration of its exact bearing for my next 
Chapter. It is enough to say here that^ from this time 
to the fourteenth century, the vassalage of Scotland was 
an essential part of the public law of the isle of Eritain. 

No doubt many attempts were made to cast off the de- 
pendent relation which had been voluntarily incurred ; 

Init when a King of the English had once been chosen 
‘Ho father and to lord/’ his successors never willingly 
gave uj) the position which had thus bt‘en bestowed 
upon them. Whenever the King of the English is 
strong enough, he always a})pears as tin* acknowledged 
superior of the King of Scots. K(*nneth acts the ])art 973, 
of a faithful vassal to Eadgar. Eadward the Confessor, 
like his nobler namesakes before and after, acts as superior 
lord and, as such, transfers the tributary crown from an 1054. 
usurper to the lawful heir. When the Norman William 1072. 
had subdued England, he claimed and received the homage 
of Scotland as one of the undoubted rights of the crown 
which he had won. And nothing is clearer than that Homage 
this homage was paid, not only for Cumberland or Lothian, Scotland 
but for the true kingdom of the Celtic Piets and Scots, 
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CHAP. 11. In the days of Eadward and ^thelstan, Lothian was still 
English or Danish, an integral part of the kingdom of 
Northumberland, and the submission of Strathclyde was 
the separate act of another independent prince. The facts 
are undoubted ; they are plain matters of history, which 
ought never to be looked at through the medium of pro- 
vincial prejudice. The vassalage of Scotland to England 
is as certain as the earlier vassalage of Mercia to Wessex ; 
but, for the last hundred and sixty years^ one fact has 
been of as little practical importance as the other. 

§ 5 . The Imperial Sovereignty of the West-Saxon Kings 
of the English, 924 - 975 . 

Eadward the Elder then was the first prince who could 
really claim to be King of the English and Lord of the 
Reign of Isle of Britain. His son J 5 thelstan added the finishing 
^5-940^^ stroke to the work of his father, by first making North- 
926. humberland an integral portion of the realm. He thus 
became immediate King of all the Teutonic races in 
Britain, and superior Lord of all the Celtic principalities. 
Renewal of In his second year, all the vassal princes, Welsh and 
the^vastia^ Scottish, and the English prince of Northumberland 
beyond tlie Tyne,^ renewed their homage. It is expressly 
mentioned that they renounced all idolatry ; many of the 
Danes no doubt still clave to their ancient worship. But 
iEthelstan had to fight to retain the empire which his 
father had won. Neither Danes, Welsh, nor Scots were 
very faithful vassals ; but the power of the King of the 
English was too much for them all. Scotland was ravaged 
by land and sea; Wales was constrained not only to 


Kings. 

926. 


933 * 


‘ Ealdred the son of Ealdwulf, Lord of Bamburgh. His father had been 
among the chiefs who did homage to Eadward in 924. On this family, 
see Appendix KK. 
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homage but to tribute. At last the rebellious Danes and chap. n. 
their kinsmen from Ireland who came to their help, to- 
gether with Constantine of Scotland and Owen of Strath- 
clyde, who did not scruple to league themselves with the 
heathen barbarians, were all overthrown by iEthelstan and Battle of 
his brother Eadmund in the glorious light of Brunanburh. burh^' 
That fight, looked on at the time as the hardest victory 
that Angles and Saxons had ever won, still lives in the 
earliest and noblest of those national lays with which the 
Chronicles, especially at this period,^ relieve the direct 
course of their prose narrative. The reign of this great Foreign 
prince is also remarkable for the brilliant position which of 
England now held with regard to foreign countries. Con- 
trary to the usual custom of English Kings, yEthelstan, 
himself childless, systematically formed family connexions 
with the chief powers of Europe. His numerous sisters 
were married to a crowd of princes, ranging in dignity [Marriage 
from Sihtric, the momentary King of the Northumbrians, 
to Otto, who placed his English wife on the throne of the 936. 
East-Franks and who lived to bo the restorer of the Roman 
Empire. With some degree of exaggeration of the real 
facts, the court of “glorious -d^thelstan’’ is painted to us 
as the common refuge of oppressed ])rinces and as the 
school where the scions of royalty learned the lessons 
which befitted kings and warriors. But putting aside 
glories which are at least partly fabulous, it is certain 
that the reign of iEthelstan was a time of vigorous 
government and successful warfare at home, and that in 
his days England had an unusual amount of connexion 
with foreign countries, and enjoyed an unusual amount 


' See Earle, p. xix. It is much to be lamented that the prose entries in 
the Chronicles for this important reign are so meagre. On the other hand, 
William of Malmesbury evidently worked out the life of ^thelsban with 
unusual care, seemingly from lost sources, and, amidst a great deal of fable, 
we recover some truth. 
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of consideration among them.^ The, reigns of his two 
younger brothers, Eadmund the Magnificent and Eadred 
the Excellent,^ form a continuation of the same tale. The 
Northumbrian Danes were constantly revolting, constantly 
setting up kings of their own, and they were as constantly 
brought back to submission by the superior power of the 
Emperor ^ of Britain. At last, under Eadred, the rebel- 
lious land was finally subdued, the last phantom of North- 
humbrian royalty vanished, and the whole land beyond 
the Humber was for the future ruled by Earls of the 
King’s appointment. Another success, hardly less valu- 
able, was the final recovery of the Five Boroughs by 
Eadmund ; a poetical entry in the Chronicles vividly 
paints the delight of their English inhabitants at their 
deliverance from the yoke of their heathen masters.^ The 
relations of Scotland to the ImiJerial power seem, after the 
great defeat of Brunanburh, to have remained friendly for 
many years. Several Scottish Kings in succession had 
the wisdom to avoid following the suicidal policy of Con- 
stantine. Indeed the Scottish King Malcolm received a 
considerable extension of territory at the hands of Ead- 
mund. The Kingdom of Strathclyde was conquered and 


^ I shall have to speak again of the foreign policy of ^thelstan in my 
Chapter on the Early History of Normandy. 

^ Florence has some special epithet for each of the conquering Kings of 
this period — Eadward is ‘^iuvictissimus,” ..^Ethelstan “strenuus et glori- 
osus,” Eadmund “ magnificus,” Eadred “ egregius,” Eadgar “ pacificus.” 

* The Imperial character of the English royalty at this time will be 
spoken of more largely in the next Chapter. See also Appendix B. 

* Leicester (Chron. 918), Stamford (922), and Nottingham (924) were all 
in possession of Eadward, who built fortresses at the latter two. Perhaps 
they had joined in the revolt of the Northumbrians in 941 ; but the words 
of the Chronicles may lead us to think that Eadward accepted the submis- 
sion of the Confederation and built forts to keep the towns from rebellion, 
without interfering with their internal administration. A Danish civic 
aristocracy may therefore have gone on down to the deliverance by 
Eadmund, holding the former English inhabitants in more or less of 
subjection. 
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abolished, and part of it, under the name of Cumberland, ch.\p. n, 

was granted by Eadmund to Malcolm, on the usual tenure 

of faithful service in war.^ This principality remained land to 

. i p j 1 Malcobn. 

for a long time the apanage of the heirs-apparent ot the 945. 
Scottish crown, much as Kent had been to Wessex in the 
days of Ecgberht and iEthelwulf. That the Scots renewed 94^* 
their oaths on the accession of Eadred is no proof of hostile 
feelings on either side ; it was merely an usual and neces- 
sary precaution at the beginning of a new reign, doubly 
necessary when Northumberland was in rebellion. The 
work begun by Ecgberht was now finally accomplished. 

The King of the Wost-Saxons luul grown step by step 
into the acknowledged King of the English and Emperor 
of the Isle of Albion. A time now cam(‘ when it seemed 
for a moment that that work was about to be undone, and 
that the blow was struck in the very lu‘arth and home of 
the English Empire. For a moment Wessex and Mercia 
were again divided. The events of the next reign are 
recorded with a singular amount of contradiction/'^ and the 
voice to which we should have listened with undoubting 
confidence is all but silent.*^ But as far as can bo made SuccesHion 
out, the two young sons of Eadmund succ(‘eded their uncle jn w^esHcx 
Eadred, the elder, Eadwig, reigning in Wessex as sujierior 
lord, while the younger, Eadgar, reigned as Under-king 955 - 
north of the Thames. From the stirring talc of an Empire 
saved, consolidated, -and defended by the unwearied efforts 
of six wise and valiant monarchs, we turn to find ourselves 
involved in the thick of an ecclesiastical controversy. 
Dunstan, a name known to too many readers only as the Dunstnn. 
subject of one of the silliest of monastic legends, stands 
forth as the leading man in Church and State. As the 


* See Appendix H. 

* On the whole reigfn of Eadwig, see Mr. Allen’s Essay attac^hed to his 
work on the Royal Prerogative. 

* The entries in the Chronicles just at this time are singularly meagre. 
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minister of Eadred and of Eadgar, as the Jehoiada or 
Seneca who watched over the still harmless childhood of 
the second ^thelrcd, Dunstan is entitled to lasting and 
honourable renown. The ecclesiastical changes which are 
commonly connected with his name, but which perhaps 
rather belong to contemporary prelates like Oda of Canter- 
bury and yEthelwald of Winchester, are of a more doubtful 
character. To bring back the monks to the observance of 
their rule, to raise the character of the secular clergy, often 
no doubt ignorant and worthless enough, were thoroughly 
praiseworthy undertakings. But the complete prohibition 
of clerical marriage, the substitution of regulars for secu- 
lars in many of the cathedral and other chief churches of 
England, were certainly the works of a zeal which had 
far outrun discretion. And these measures had also the 
effect of dividing the nation into two parties, and of pro- 
ducing an amount of mutual hostility which might well 
have led to even greater evils than it did lead to. The 
whole of the short reign of Eadwig is shrouded in mystery; 
but it is clear that he was the enemy of Dunstan, perhaps 
to some extent the enemy of the monks generally, and it 
is certain that he was the vigorous opponent of the policy 
which strove everywhere to substitute monks for secular 
canons. The banishment of Dunstan, combined with an 
uncanonical marriage, seems to have roused popular feeling 
against a prince on whose real merits, we are hardly in a 
position to pronounce a judgement. The Mercians chose 
their Under-king Eadgar King in his own right, and in 
his separate dominions Dunstan was recalled and his policy 
vigorously carried out. The death of Eadwig soon fol- 
lowed, and the Kingdom of England and the Empire of all 
Britain were again united under the sceptre of Eadgar the 
Peaceful. His reign of seventeen years is a period of 
almost unbroken peace ; we hear, almost unavoidably, of 
wars with the Welsh, of moment enough to be recorded 
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by Welsh chroniclers, but which the English writers pass 
by.^ Of Danish invasions we hear nothing for certain ; but 
Westmoreland, a part of the Cumbrian fief of the Scottish 
King, was once ravaged, seemingly by Eadgar’s orders,'^ 
and we hear also more distinctly of a portion of Eadgar’s 
own kingdom, the Isle of Thanet, being t reated in the like 
way at his bidding'. These last facts point to some local 
revolts or disturbances.'^ With these exceptions, weapons 
of war seem to have hung useless tliroughout the English 
dominions for a time which, short as it seems to us, was 
in those days a wonderfully long interval of repose. Ihit 
if Eadgar’s sword hung useless, it at least did not rust, 
l^ladgar, like yElfred, knew how to guard his Empin‘, and 
a Ih'et which yearly sailed round the whole island, and 
which often carried the King in person, was a sidlieicnt 
safeguard of Britain against foreign foes. And no W(‘si-- 
Saxon Basileus ever made his supremacy so fully felt by 
all the races of the island as the one Wesl-Saxon Basil(‘us 
who never drew his sw'ord against a S<;ottish or Nortli- 
humbrian enemy. After a single inroad early in his 
reign,'* Kenneth of Scotland remained on good terms wuth 
his over-lord, and, according to some statements, Eadgar 
even increased his dominions by a most important grant 
of territory.'^ To the Danes of Northumberland he was 

‘ See Brut y Tywysogion, a. 965. With thiH HoeiiiH to be (connected 
the faiiiouH Htory of tlie tribute of wolves in Williairi of Maliuebbury, ii. 

155- 

An Trisli campaign and victory of Eadgar (bee the spuiious. charter of 
964, Cod. Dipl. ii. 404) Hcein very doubtful. 

^ Chron. 966. 

* With rcganl to Thanet, the Chronicles witness to the fact ; Ifeniy of 
Huntingdon (M. H. B. 748 A) guarantees its justice; it was done “quia 
jura regalia 8j)rever.ant.” Roger of Wendover (i. 414) knows all about it, 
and says it was because the men of Thanet plundered certain luerchants of 
York.*^ 

* Bee the Pictish Chronicle, ap. Jolmstono, Ant. Celt. Norm. 144. 

® The alleged cession of Lothian is surrounded with m) many difficulties 
that 1 reserve the question for fuller discussion. See Appendix I. 
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anxious to show that he had no mind to deal with them 
as with a conquered people, and that he remembered their 
services in helping to raise him to the crown.^ In bis 
legislation he takes care to assert their perfect equality 
with the English and their right to be governed only 
by laws of their own choosing.^ He delighted in pomp 
and splendour, and there seems no reason to doubt the 
historic truth of the tale of that famous pageant in which 
the Emperor of Britain was rowed on the Dee by eight 
vassal kings. ^ But if the tale were only a symbolical 
expression^ it would still be a most true and speaking 
symbol of the days of the greatest glory and prosperity of 
the West-Saxon Empire. Under Eadgar too England 
held a high place in the estimation of foreign lands, and 
intercourse with them, commercial and otherwise^ was 
carefully promoted by his enlightened policy. In eccle- 
siastical matters the party of the regulars was steadily 
favoured. This fact may perhaps have won for Eadgar 
more than his due share of praise at the hands of monastic 
writers. But exaggeration itself cannot obscure the real 
glory of such a reign as his.^ 

But with Eadgar the glory of England sank. The 
reign of his elder son Eadward was short and troubled, 


^ This is Dr. Lingard’s probable conjecture. Hist, of England, i. 262. 

^ Laws of Eadgar, in Thorpe’s Laws and Institutes, i. 272, Schmid, p. 

195- 

^ The best of all authorities, the Chronicles (973), bear witness to the 
meeting of Eadgar with six kings at Chester, where they renewed their 
homage to him. Florence, the authority next in value, raises the number to 
eight ; he also gives their names (Kenneth of Scotland, Malcolm of Cumber- 
land, Maccus of the Isles, and five Welsh princes) and describes the cere- 
mony on the Dee. 

* In the ballad in the Chronicles (958) the only fault found with Eadgar 
is his fondness for foreigners, who are said to have corrupted the morals of 
the English in divers ways. 

® The scandalous stories told of Eadgar’s private life are, with one ex- 
ception, that of the abduction of the nun Wulfthryth, mere romances, 
without a shadow of authority. 
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and the young* prince himself died by violence, most pro- chap. ii. 
bably throug*h the intrigues of an ambitious step-mother. 

He was succeeded by his brother yEthelred, a child, and Reijrn of 
one who would have been happy if he had always remained the Un- 
a child. In his time the Danish invasions began again, in 
a new form and with a more terrible ehcct than ever. In 
his time too begins that direct and intimate connexion 
between English and Norman history which shows that we 
are now approaching the days of the Norman Conquest, 
and that we have reached tlie first links in tlic cliain of its 
direct causes. The reign of ^Ethelred will therefore claim 
a somewhat fuller treatment than that of a i)reliminary 
sketch. 

We have thus traced out the steps by which the West- llocapitu- 
Saxon Kings, from Ecgbcrht onwards, foundinl that King- 
dom of England whic^h one conquest was to hand over to 
the King of the Danes and another compu'st to the Duke 
of the Normans, but which was never again to be per- 
manently divided, and which (‘ach conquest only served to 
unite more firmly. We have seen also how, along with 
the consolidation of their Teutonic kingdom, the same 
West-Saxon princes obtained a more extended and more 
precarious Empire over their Celtic neighbours. The later 
fate of the various Celtic portions of Britain has been 
widely different. In Cumberland no sign is left, and in 
Cornwall not many, that the dominion of the English 
King was once that of an external over-lord and not that 
of an immediate sovereign. On Wales the English domi- Union of 
nion was pressed clo.ser and closer, till all political and 
civil distinctions between Wales and England were wiped 1536. 
out, though the ancient language, and with it a distinct 
and strong provincial feeling, still remains. Scotland, of Scot- 

after various fluctuations, at last won complete inde- ^ 

^ [1328. 

pendence of the English over-lord, and was finally united 1707.] 

V z 
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CHAP. II. with England on equal terms as an independent kingdom. 

Man still Strange to say, the little realm of Man is the only part of 
the Empire of Eadgar which is not now thoroughly fused 
into the general mass of the United Kingdom.^ But 
different as has been the later fate of the various portions 
of the dominions of Eadgar, his Teutonic Kingdom and his 
Celtic Empire both passed nearly untouched into the 
hands of the Norman Conqueror. In another preliminary 
Chapter I shall attempt a general picture of the condition 
and constitution of the Kingdom and Empire which were 
thus transferred. I shall then give some account of the 
history of Normandy up to the point which I have now 
reached in the history of England. I shall then be ready 
to go on with the more detailed history of the Norman 
Conquest itself and of the causes which immediately led to 
it, beginning with the reign of ^Ethelred the Second. 


' As long as Man retained its separate Kings or even its separate Lords, 
it was strictly in the same position in which it was in the days of Eadgar. 
Even now, as retaining its own Legislature and not being represented in 
tlie Imperial Parliament, it is a dependency of the British Crown, like the 
Channel Islands, not an integral part of the United Kingdom, like England,* 
Scotland, Wales, and Ireland. 



CHAPTER III. 


THE CONSTITUTION OF ENGLAND IN THE TENTH AND 
ELEVENTH CENTURIES.' 

I HAVE no intention whatever of entering, in the present 
Chapter, into any examination of the minute details of 
our early English legal anticpxities, still less into the con- 
troversies to which many points relating to them have 

* I cannot, in this Chapter, lay claim to the saino originality which 1 
hope I may fairly claim in the narrative parts of this liistory. The early 
political and legal antiquities of England have been treated of by so many 
eminent writers tliat there is really little more to be done than to test their 
different views by the standards of inherent probability and of <locumontary 
evidence, and to decide which has the best claim to adoption. Among 
many other works two stand out conspicuously, Sir Francis J^algravo’s 
History of the English Commonwealth and Mr. Kemble's Saxons in Eng- 
land. My readers will easily see that I have learned much from l>oih, but 
that I cannot call myself an unreserved follower of either. Another most 
important work is Dr. Reinhold Schmid's J)ie (Jesetze der A iigelmchsen (2nd 
ed. Leipzig, 1858), The most valuable part is the Antiquarian Glossary, 
the principal articles of which swell into essays on the most imi)ortant 
subjects suggested by the Old-English Laws, supjiorted by the most lavish 
array of references for every detail. On the whole I think I shall be 
commonly found maintaining the same constitutional views as Mr. Kemble, 
except on the point of the Imperial character of the Old-English monarchy, 
an aspect of it which Mr. Kemble has rather unaccountably slurred over. 
This point, one which closely connects itself with other studies of mine, is 
perhaps the one which I have thought out more thoroughly for myself than 
any other. Sir Francis Palgrave, with his characteristic union of research, 
daring, and ingenuity, was the first to cjUI attention to the subject ; but I 
must confess tliat many of his views on the matter seem to me not a little 
exaggerated. 

[I let this note stand as it was first written about eleven years ago; 
since then the great Constitutional History of Professor Stubbs has gathered 
together all knowledge on these subjects in a wonderfully short com- 
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CHAP. III. election transferred to him the same internal power over 
his own kingdom, the same external power over the 
dependent kingdoms^ which had been held by Eadgar and 
iEthelred, and which an earlier forced election of a foreign 
conqueror had transferred to the hands of Cnut the Dane. 
Summary We have already traced the course of the events by which 
growth of those powers, internal and external, grew.up. Two Saxon 
Wessex, chiefs^ Ealdormen or Heretogan^ formed a settlement on the 
south coast of Britain. After some years of successful 
519. warfare, they assumed the kingly title over their own 
tribe.^ One of their successors incorporated some of the 
823-828. othe.r Teutonic kingdoms with his own realm, and obtained 
an external supremacy over all the other Teutons in the 
island and over a portion of the Celts. A series of his 
878-954# successors, after long struggles, incorporated all the 
Teutonic states into one kingdom, and obtained an external 
Empire over all the Celtic states. The Ealdorman of the 
Gewissas thus gradually grew into the King of the West- 
Saxons, the King of the Saxons,^ the King of the English, 
the Emperor of all Britain. The external aspect of this 
process, the dates of its several stages, I have already 
marked. I must now dwell a little longer on the real 
origin and nature of the various powers implied hi those 
different descriptions of the ruler. Each stage marks an 
advance in the extent of territorial dominion; each stage 
marks also an advance in the amount of political authority 
enjoyed by the sovereign. 

Modern In following up these researches into our earliest poli- 
controver- tical antiquities it is absolutely necessary to cast away 
all thoughts of modern political controversies. Time was 
question, when the whole fabric of our liberties was held to depend 

' On the change from Ealdormen or Ileretogan to Kings, see Ap- 
pendix K. 

* See above, p. 54. 
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on the exact nature of the entry made by William the chap. hi. 
Bastard. Time was when supporters and opponents of 
parliamentary reform thought to strengthen their several 
positions hy opposite theories as to the constitution of the 
Witenagemot. To this day a popular orator will some- 
times think that he adds point to a declamation by bring- 
ing in Saxon iElfred as the author of Trial by Jury, 
perhaps of every other privilege which other lands are 
held either not to possess or to have borrowed from our- 
selves. Every notion of this kind must be wholly cast 
away, if we would fairly and impartially learn what the 
institutions of our Teutonic forefathers really were. The 
lover of freedom certainly need not shrink from the in- 
quiry. lie will not indeed find that the finished systems The pre- 
of the nineteenth or of the seventeenth century were 
brought over ready made in the keels of Hengest and 
Horsa. He will not even find that they appeared in their tioriB not 
perfect form in the Imperial Witenagemot of Eadgar the looked for 
Peaceful. He will not find the legislative authority vested 
in a representative assembly to which every shire and 
borough sends the men of its choice. He will not find a 
King the freedom of whose will is at once hampered and 
protected by the tutelage of ministers responsible to that 
representative assembly. He will not find tribunals in 
which issues of law are determined by Judges independent 
alike of King and people, while issues of fact are deter- 
mined by the people themselves in the form of jurors taken 
at haphazard from among them. Not one of these things 
will he find in the finished shape in which he is familiar 
with them. But he will find the first principles from tut the 
which all of them were derived ; he will find the germs kter^L^- 
out of which all of them were developed. lie will not find 
the relations of King, Lords, and Commons accurately 
balanced in the first Teutonic settlement on the shores of beginning. 
Kent. But he will find the rudiments of all three in days 
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which were ancient in the days of Hengest. Let him go 
as far back as history or tradition throws any light on the 
institutions of our race, and he will find the germs alike 
of the monarchic, the, aristocratic, and the democratic 
branches of our constitution. When positive evidence 
within our own land fails us, we must go for illustration 
and explanation, not to the facts, the theories, the con- 
troversies, of modern politics, but to the kindred insti- 
tutions of the kindred nations of the mainland. Our 
Parliament is the true and lawful representative, by true 
and lawful succession, of the ancient Meeting of the Wise ; 
but, if we would search out the origin and constitution of 
that Meeting of the Wise, we must go, not to the par- 
liamentary traditions of the last six hundred years, but 
to the Marzfeld of the Frankish Kings, to the Landes^- 
yew£inden of Schwyz and Uri, to those yet earlier assem- 
blies which still rise before us in full life in the pages of 
the first inquirer into the habits and institutions of our 
race. From the Germania of Tacitus onwards, through the 
Barbaric Codes, through the Capitularies of the Frankish 
Kings and Emperors, through the records of our own 
insular legislation from the Dooms of iEthelberht to the 
so-called Laws of Henry the First, we have a series of 
witnesses, showing what were the general principles of 
Teutonic law, and what were the particular forms which 
it took in particular times and places. In truth we may 
go beyond the records of our own immediate race. The 
early history of the Teuton is constantly illustrated by 
the early history of his Aryan kinsmen, and the living 
picture of the old Achaians of Homer brings vividly before 
us many an institution of our own forefathers and many 
an incident of their early history. 

The sketch which has been given in the last Chapter 
has shown that the Imperial lordship of all Britain, as 
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held by iEthelstan and his successors, and even the suprc- chap. m. 
macy of Wessex over the other Eng'lish kingdoms, as 
established by Ecgberht, were institutions of comparatively 
late growth. But it must not be thouglit that even the 
full-grown local kingsliip, such as we find it held by 
iEthelberht in Kent and by Eadwine in Northumberland, 
was a thing which had been from the beginning. In the 
days of Tacitus some of the Teutonic tribes had kings and 
others had not ; in the time of Ca?sar it would seem that Kingship 

not univor- 

kingship was the exception and not the rule.^ The chief- sal ; go- 
tains of the first settlers in our own island bore no higher 
title than Ealdonuan or Herefot/a, These two names ex- 

Jlorot<»gan. 

press two diflerent sides of the same oHice. The same 
man is Ealdorman as a civil ruler and Ileretoga as a 
military chieftain. The former name survives in our Force and 
language, but with sadly diminished dignity ; the title thlMJanioM, 
which once expressed a rank which, among worldly dig- 
nities, was inferior to kingship alone, has taken refuge 
with a class of municipal magistrates, reaching downwards 
to the pettiest boroughs. The other name, always much 
more rarely in use, has dropped altogether out of our 
tongue, while, among the continental Teutons, the cognate 
word Herzog expresses a dignity the distinction between 
which and modern kingship must be drawn by the courtier 
and not by the politician. The name of Ealdorman is one 
of a large class ; among a jirimitive people age implies 
command and command implies age ; hence, in a somewhat 
later stage of language, the elders are simply the rulers, 
and the eldest are the highest in rank, without any thought 
of the number of years which they may really have lived. 

It is not perfectly clear in what the authority or dignity Import of 
of the King exceeded that of the Ealdorman, l>ut it is clear 
that the title of King did carry with it an advance in 
both respects. Even the smallest kingdom was probably 
^ On all these points see Appendix K. 
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formed by the union of the districts of several Ealdormen. 
It is probable too that the King was distinguished by 
some religious sanction of heathen times, analogous to 
the ecclesiastical consecration which in later times the 
Church bestowed on kings, but not on princes of lower 
rank. It is certain that kingship required descent from 
the Gods ; it may be that no such divine origin was 
needed by the mere Ealdorman. At all events, we find 
the change from Ealdorman to Kings taking place in more 
than one kingdom of Teutonic Britain, as well as among 
many of the kindred tribes on the mainland. We have 
already seen that the kingdoms of Northumberland and 
East-Anglia were formed by the union of several smaller 
states whose rulers did not assume the royal title. ^ In 
Wessex the account is still more remarkable. Cerdic and 
Cynric entered the land with the title of Ealdorman ; they 
did not assume kingship till after the arrival of fresh 
reinforcements, and till a decisive victory over the Welsh 
had strengthened their position in the country. During 
the whole period commonly called that of the Heptarchy 
the whole land was full of petty princes, some of whom un- 
doubtedly bore the title of King, though others may have 
reigned simply as Ealdormen. According to one account, 
the West-Saxons, as late as the seventh century, were for ten 
years without any common sovereign, while the Ealdormen 
or Under-kings reigned independently. This falling back 
on an older system has its parallels; there is one noted 
case in Lombard history; but it would be specially remark- 
able in a kingdom which had, from the beginning, greater 
unity than most of its fellows. But at least from the time 
of Ecgberht onwards there is a marked distinction between 
the King and the Ealdorman. The King is a sovereign, 
the Ealdorman is only a magistrate. The King may be 
hampered in the exercise of his power by the rights of his 

* See above, p. 26. 
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people or by the joint action of the great men of his realm ; chap. m. 
he may be chosen .by his Witan and he may be liable to be 
deposed by them ; still he is a sovereign, inasmuch as he 
does not rule by delegation from any personal superior. 

He may even be_, by original grant or more probably by Distinction 

•..ti,. * Ijotwocn 

comynendaiion^ dopenclent on some more powerlul King ; the Ealdor- 
but even such dependence does not degrade him from his 
sovereign rank. Ilis relation to his over-lord binds him King. 
to certain external services, but in his internal government 
he remains perfectly independent, with his power limited 
only by the laws of his own realm. Ihit the Kaldorman 
has become distinetly a sulject. He may hold the fullest 
royal power within his own district ; he may be the de- 
scendant of former Kaldormcn and even of former Kings; 
he may have a reasonablii hope that he may hand on his 
dignity to his own children ; still he is not a sov(‘reign, 
but a subject. The King is supreme; the Ealdorman is 
simply sent by him. lie is a Viceroy appointed by the 
King and his AVitan; he is liable to be removed by them, 
and he is responsible to them for the exercise of his 
authority. When the kingdom of Mercia was broken up, PoHition of 
iElfred entrusted the government of the part which fell 
to his share to his son-in-law yl^thelred as Ealdorman. 
iEthelred was a man of royal descemt; he exereased full 
royal power in Mercia; but he exercised it simply as a 
Governor-General or Lord-Lieutenant, the representative 
of a sovereign whose higher authority he carefully acknow- 
ledges in his charters.^ So, when Northumberland Was of 

^ . Northuin- 

finally incorporated with England under Eadred, kingship berian<l. 

954 - 

^ See above, p. 54, and Appendix F. Gneint, Englinclie VerwaltiingH- 
recht, i, 47 ; Nach dem Aussterben oder der Verdrangurig der niedia- 
tisirten Hauptlinge aber treten nafie Verwaiidte de.s regierenden HauHca 
(Athelingi) oder verschwagerte oder sonst nahesteheiide GrosHthano in die 
SteUing solcher Unterkbnige ein, bis die fortschreitende Reichseinheit diese 
Stattbalter allmalig aiif dem Fuss blosser Reichsbeamten bringt.” Cf. 

K. von Maurer, Kntisclie Uberschau. i. 86. 
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was abolished, and the government was entrusted to a 
magistrate with the title of Ealdorman or its Danish 
equivalent Earl.^ By the exactly contrary process, Princes 
of the Empire, Dukes— that is, Ealdormen or Heretogan — 
and not only Dukes, but Counts, Margraves, Landgraves, 
all of them originally mere magistrates under the Emperor- 
King, have gradually grown into sovereign princes, and 
have at last, in several cases, ventured to assume the 
kingly title.^ 

The mere title of King seems to be comparatively recent 
among the Teutonic nations. It is not found in the 
earliest Teutonic prose writing, the Gothic Gospels ; but 
in our own language it seems to be as old as the English 
settlements in Britain. Most of the questions which have 
arisen as to the etymology of the word only show how 
modern a thing scientific etymology is.*^ Cyning^ by con- 
traction Kmg^ comes from the same root as the word cyn 
or Icin. And the connexion is not without an important 
meaning. The King is the representative of the race, 
the embodiment of its national being. A King, in the 
old Teutonic sense, is not the King of a country, but the 
King of a nation. Such titles as King of England or 
King of France are comparatively modern, and the idea 
which they express is equally so.'^ The Teutonic King 
is not the lord of the soil, but the leader of the people. 
The idea of the King of a country would have been hardly 
intelligible to our forefathers. Every King is King of 
a people. He is King of Goths, Franks, Saxons, wherever 
Goths, Franks, Saxons, may happen to settle. The Goths 

^ See above, p. 62. 

* The modem German princes represent nothing but modern dynastic 
and diplomatic arrangements ; otherwise one might compare this process 
with the return to ealdormanship in Wessex and Lombardy. [This was 
written early in 1866, before the reverse process had begun.] 

® On the word “King’* see Appendix L. ^ See Appendix M. 
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and their Kings moved from the Danube to the Tiber, chap, m; 
and from the Tiber to the Tagus ; but Alaric and Athaulf 
were equally Kings of the Goths, in whatever quarter of 
the world the Goths might be. So in our own island, 
the King is King of the West-Saxons, Mercians, or North- 
humbrians. In truth the countries themselves^ as dis- No iiamuH 
tinguished from their inhabitants, can hardly be said to KrigliL 
have any names. We talk for convenience’ sake of Wessex, 

^ ^ as distin* 

Mercia, and so forth ; but the correct description is tlic guiNlitni 
Kingdom of the West-Saxons, the Kingdom of tlie Mer- people!*' 
cians. So, wlien the West Saxon King luul swallowed upTlioKing 
all his brethren, he became, not King of England, 

King of the English. Tt is only in their Imperial cha- 

(not of 

racter, in their character, not as chiefs of a nation, but as England), 
lords over all the dwellers within the isle of Jlritain, that 
our Kings ever assume the territorial d(‘scripiiou. Indeed •Britain. 
England itself has hardly yet found a geograjdilcal name, j^jufflaud 
Englaland is a late form, scarcely found belbre the Danish 
Conquest. The common name for the land is the name 
of the people, A)ujeA-cjjn} 

The King’s power and dignity gradually grew. They Growth (»f 
grew by the mere extension of his dominions. The larger powc"by^ 
a prince’s territory becomes, the greater is the distance 
at which he finds himself from the mass of his subjects* territory. 
He becomes more and more clothed with a sort of mys- 
terious dignity; he comes to be more and more looked 
upon as something different from ordinary men, even from 
ordinary civil magistrates and military leaders. The prince 
of a small territory is known to all his people ; he is, ac- 
cording to the character of his government, their personal 


* Englaland, in its different forms, does not appear in the Ghronicles till 
the year 1014. Angel-cyn, which in 597 clearly means the people, must, in 
975 and 986, be taken for the country. So still more plainly in 1002. In 
many places it may be taken either way. Cf. Appendix A, T. 
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friend or their personal enemy ; if worthy himself and the 
descendant of worthy ancestors, he may command a 
strong feeling of clannish loyalty, but he cannot hedge 
himself in with the fence of any special divinity. A King 
who reigns over all Wessex is, in the nature of things, 
more of a King ^ than one who reigns only over Wight, 
and a King who reigns over all England is more of a 
King than one who reigns only over Wessex. Through 
this cause only, every fresh addition of territory added 
fresh power and dignity to the Kings of the House of 
Cerdic in their progress from the ealdormanship of a 
.corner of Hampshire to the Imperial crown of the Isle 
of Britain. But this cause was by no means the only one. 
The growth of the royal power was greatly helped by 
another cause, fully to understand which we must go back 
to the very earliest accounts which we have of the political 
institutions of the Teutonic race. From the very begin- 
ning of our history two opposing elements may be seen, 
one of which in the end gained the complete mastery over 
the other. The one is the original self-governing Teu- 
tonic community; the other is the King or other lord 
with his personal followdng.^ 


§ 2. The Early Teutonic Constitution and its Decay, 

I said above that, in the very earliest glimpses of Teu- 
tonic political life, we find the monarchic, the aristocratic, 
and the democratic elements already clearly marked. 
There are leaders, with or without the royal title ; there 
are men of noble birth, whose noble birth, in whatever 


^ H. ix. i6o. KoX fiol vTroar'f)T(o pacriXcuTcp^s cijlu. 

* In tracing the origin and progress of the Comitatus or Thegnhood I 
find no essential difference between the views of Sir Francis Palgi*ave and 
Mr. Kemble. It is only when we draw near to more purely political 
questions that their theories diverge in any marked way. 
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the original nobility may have consisted, entitles them to chap. hi. 
pre-eminence in every way; but beyond these there is a 
free and armed peoj)le, in whom the ultimate sovereignty 
resides. Small matters are decided by the chiefs alone, 
great matters are submitted by the chiefs to the assembled 
nation.^ Such a system is far more than Teutonic ; it 
is a common Aryan possession; it is the constitution of Analogy 
the Homeric Achaians on earth and of the Homeric Gods Homeric 
on Olympos. Zeus or Agamemnon is King; he has his 
inner Council of great Gods or of great leaders ; he has 
his general Assembly of all the divine race or of all the 
warriors who fought before Ilios.^ The constitution of and the 
legendary Hellas remained the constitution of historical Mace- 
Macedonia ; the assembly of the Macedonian nation — in 
war-time of the Macedonian army — remained, even under 
Philip and Alexander, the constitutional authority to de- 
cide on (questions of succession to the throne and the 
tribunal in which was vested the power of adjudging a 
Macedonian to death. ^ In short, the division of powers The sys- 
betvveen the supreme leader, the Council, and the general naTural 
Assembly, is the form into which the government of 
small state or independent tribe almost necessarily throws 
itself. The hereditary prince and the aristocratic council 
may be exchanged for an elective chief magistrate and an 

^ Tac. Genn. ii. De niinoribus rebus principes consultant ; de majo- 
ribus omnes ita tamen ut ea quoque, quorum penes plebem arbitrium est, 
apud principes pertractentur.” This is exactly the Greek and 

=* For the Assembly of the Achaians, see II. ii. 51 ; for that of the Gods, 
see II. XX. 4. Compare on the Homeric Assemblies, Grote, Hist, of Greece, 
li. 91, and (iladstone, Homer and the Homeric Age, hi. 114. It certainly 
strikes me that Mr. Gladstone has understood far more thoroughly than 
Mr. Grote the position of the simple freeman of the Homeric age, which 
Mr. Grote is inclined to undervalue. So most people are inclined to 
unflervalue the position of our Ceorlas. See Hallam, Supplementary Notes, 
p. 206 et seqq. 

^ On the amount of freedom among the Macedonians, see Historical 
Essays, Second Series, p. 188, and ike passages there quoted. 

VOL. I. G 
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CHAP. m elective council; but the division of powers remains the 
same, and in either case the ultimate sovereignty remains 
in the general Assembly, in the Agore^ the JEJcklesia^ the 
Comitia^ the Marzfeld^ the Landesgemeinde. Of the nature 
and funetions of such an assembly I shall have presently 
to speak, when I trace out the origin and nature of the 
Old-English Witenagemot. My present point is the dis- 

Distinction tinction of orders in the state. Tacitus sets before us a 

of Eorl 

and Ceorh marked distinction between the noble and the common 
freeman, that is, in Old-English phrase, between the Eorl 
and the Ceorl, The modern English forms of these words 
have altogether lost their ancient meaning. The word 
Earl^ after several fluctuations, has settled down as the 
title of one rank in the peerage; the word CJmrl has come 
to be a word of moral reprobation, irrespective of the rank 
of the person who is guilty of the offence. But in the 
earlier meaning of the words, Eorl and Ceorl — words 
whose happy jingle causes them to be constantly opposed 
to each other — form an exhaustive division of the free 
members of the state. The distinction in modern lan- 
guage is most nearly expressed by the words Gentle and 
Simple, The ceorl is the simple freeman, the mere unit 
in the army or in the assembly, whom no distinction of 
birth or office marks out from his fellows. It must not 
be forgotten that, among the ancient English, as among 
all other Teutonio nations, the system of slavery was in 
full force. The ceorl therefore, like the ancient Greek 
citizen, though he might be looked down upon by an 
aristocratic class, was actually a privileged person as com- 
pared with a large number of human beings in his own 
city or district.^ The origin of the distinction it is in 
vain to search after ; the difference of the eorl and the 
ceorl is a primary fact from which we start ; it is as old 
as the earliest notices of Teutonic institutions, and the 

^ See History of Federal Government, i. 37-58. 
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only attempt at its explanation is to be found in an in- chap. hi. 
genious mythical story in a Northern saga.^ Nor is it 
very easy to see in what the privileges of the eovl con- 
sisted, or how far they were secured by definite laws. 

Perhaps we may gain some light by looking at tlu)se Analo^ry 
communities which have preserved the old Teutonic system mocnitic 
of government with the least alteration, the democratic 
Cantons of Switzerland.^ There, amid the purest demo- land, 
cracy in the world, where every adult freeman has a 
and equal vote in the Assembly, we still find that certain nanco of 
families, enjoying no legal privileges above their fellows, families, 
were long held in a kind of hereditary reverence, and that 
members of those families were preferred above all others 
to the highest offices in the state. Such were ilu* houses 
of Reding in Schwyz, of Tschudi in Olarus, of the Barons 
of Attinghausen in Uri. The office of Landammann, the 
chief magistracy of the commonwealth, conferred by the 
yearly vote of the Landesgemeinde, commonly fell to the 
lot of members of these great houses; the same man was 
constantly re-clccted year after year, and, when he died, 
his son was often elected in his place. Or without going Coinpari- 
so far from home, we may see what is essentially the same 
thing in the position of old county famili(‘s, holding no tmuilicH 
legal advantages above their fellows, but which still enjoy ourwulveH. 

^ The story is in the RujA-malf and will he found in the KngllHh trans- 
lation of Mallet’s Northern Antiquities, p. 365. Jarl, Karl, and Thnell, 
all bom on one day through the power of the God Hehndall, are the 
respective ancestors of the three classes of men, e(‘rlH, ceorls, and thralU or 
slaves. Karl, among other sons, harf Husbandman, Holder, and Smith. 

* Of the history and constitution of these commonwealths I trust to 
treat more at large in the second volume of my History of Federal Govern- 
ment. I will now only say that, though the amount of indepcnflerice on- 
joyed by the ancient Cantens has often been greatly exaggerated, there is 
evidence enough to show that, in some districts at least, the old Teutonic 
system can be traced back uninterruptedly as far as we have any records at 
all, so that we may fairly presume an unbroken succession from the Germans 
of Tacitus. [See Growth of the English Constitution, p. 161, ed, 3.3 

G 2 



84 


THE ANCIENT ENGLISH CONSTITUTION. 


CHAP. HI. 


The terri- 
tory or 
Mark of 
the Com- 
munity. 
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an hereditary respect and preference at their hands. The 
eorl and the ceorl in fact answer pretty nearly to the 
esquire and the yeoman ; ^ the modern artificial peerage 
is something quite different, and we shall presently perhaps 
see its beginnings. 

The primitive Teutonic community is thus set before us 
as one consisting of eorls and ceorls, headed by a King, 
Ealdorman^ or other leader, temporary or permanent, 
elective or hereditary. Such a community occupies its 
own territory, its Marh^ which territory consists of land of 
two kinds. There is the common land, either applied to the 
general use of the community or else held by individuals on 
such terms as the community, in its character of land- 
owner, may think good to allow. There are also the par- 
ticular possessions of individuals, portions assigned to them 
by common consent, which arc the absolute property of 
their owners, held of no superior, but simply subject to 
such burthens as the community, in its political character, 
may think good to impose on its members. All this again 
is in no way distinctively Teutonic ; it is the story of the 
ancient commonwealths of Greece and Italy over again. 
The folkla7id^ of England and the ager publicus of Rome 
are the same thing. The English and the Latin names 
translate one another ; they both describe the land which 

^ This comparison may surprise some who have been accustomed to look 
on the ceorlas as a very degraded class. There can be no doubt that 
among the ceorlas there were men of very different positions, that the 
general tendency of their position was to sink, and that, by the time of the 
Norman Conquest, some classes of them had advanced a good way on the 
road to serfdom. But this was not the condition of the whole order even 
then ; still less was it the original conception of ceorldom. The original 
ceorl is a citizen and a soldier ; he is, or may be, a landowner ; on the one 
hand he is free, on the other he is not noble. See the remarks in Hallam’g 
Supplementary Notes already referred to. 

^ See Mr. Kemble’s Chapter on “ The Mark ” in the first volume of Th< 
Saxons in England. 

’ To Mr. Allen (Koyal Prerogative, p. 1 29) belongs the honour of having 
first explained what folkland and hookland really were. 
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still belong*s to the community as a body, and of which chap. in. 
individuals cannot be more than the occupiers,^ The whole 
history of the Roman Agrarian Laws, so long misunder- 
stood, turns simply on the regulation of this common land 
of the state. In the time of Ciesar it would seem tliat the 
whole territory of a Teutonic community wim ; 

individuals could obtain no rigUt in it beyond that of a 
yearly tenancy.- Rut the custom of allotting portions of 
the common stock in alisohite ])ropcrty gradually advanced. 

A conquest like that of Rritain would be higlily favourable 
to the growth of the practice. When a hand of Teutonic 
warriors took possession of a district and slew or dispos- 
sessed its former inhahitanls, we cannot doubt that, besides 
the stock reserved as common ])ropcrty, each man wlio had Allodial 
borne his share in the labours and dangers of tln^ coiKjuest 
would claim his reward in the absolute owiua-shi]) of some 
portion of the compiered territory. The eorls, who would 
doubtless act as the leaders of the expedition, may well 
have received a larger allotment ; but wc may be sure that, 
no freeman bearing arms went altogether without some 
share of the spoil. Such an allotment in absolute property, 
held of no superior, subject to nothing but the laws of the 
state, is called in different Teutonic dialects cSe/, or 
afod. It is an estate, great or small, which the owner does 
not hold either of the King or of any other lord, but in 
regard to which he knows no 8U])erior but (iod and the 
law. 

These communities of freemen, among whom some had 

* In Latin })()m€moreH, the word bo fertile in c^mfunionH an to the 

Agrarian Laws. So Aristotle (Pol. vii. lo) lays down the rulo, livayKruov 
(1$ 5{jo r-ffv \6jpav, xed riju ixiv tJvai r^v rwv 

IdiojTwv. [On this whole subject of communities and common lands much 
has been said since this Chapter was written. Tiie English reader will find 
the cream in Sir Henry Maine’s Village Communities.] 

* Caesar, l^ll. Gall. vi. 22. Cf. Tac. Germ. 26 ; but from c. 16 it would 
seem that in his time the institution of the e^el bad already begun. 
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a pre-eminence in rank, and doubtless in wealth, but among 
whom every freeman was a member of the state, form one 
of the elements of Teutonic life as we see it in its very 
earliest pictures. But those same pictures set no less 
strongly before us another element, which grew up along- 
side of the primitive democracy, and which was destined 
in the long run to supplant it more or less completely in 
nearly every Teutonic country. The ancient Teutonic 
community can now be seen in its purity only in a few of 
the smallest Swiss Cantons^ and in several even of these ^ 
the ancient freedom had to be reconquered and was not 
uninterruptedly retained. Everywhere else it is as much 
as we can do to trace out some faint footsteps of the ancient 
system, such as we see in common lands, in some forms of 
communal institutions, in petty and half obsolete local 
tribunals. The thing itself has given way to the other 
institution described by Tacitus, the Comitatiis^ the personal 
following of the chiefs. Every Teutonic King or other 
leader was surrounded by a band of chosen warriors, per- 
sonally attached to him of their own free choice.^ The 
chief and his followers were bound together by the. strongest 
ties of mutual trust, and a lack of faithfulness on either 
side was reckoned among the most shameful of crimes. 
The followers served their chief in peace and in war ; they 
fought for him to the death, and rescued or avenged his 
life with their own. In return, they shared whatever gifts 
or honours the chief could distribute among them ; and in 
our tongue at least it was his character of dispenser of 
gifts which gave the chief his official title. He was the 
Hlaford^ the Loaf-giver^ a name which, through a series of 

^ In Glarus and Appenzell altogether so, and even in Uri to some extent. 

^ On the Comitatus see the classical passage of Tacitus, Germ. 13, 14 (cf. 
25), and for the working out of the whole in detail, see Mr. Kemble’s two 
Chapters, “The Noble by Service” in the first volume, and “Tlie King’s 
Court and Household ” in the second. 

® Looked at philologically, this word Hlaford is most puzzling, and the 
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softenings and contractions, and with an utter forgetful- cn.vr. m. 
ness of its primitive meaning, has settled down into the 
modern form of Lonh His followers were originally his 
Gesi^as or Cotnpanions, a word which yElfred lises to express 
the Latin Conies^ but which must have dropped out of use 
very early, as it is not found in the Chronicles. The Origin of 
Gesi^ or Companion became the ^egn {^Vhegn^ T/iane) or [xhanes). 
Servant, a change of name which might seem to imply 
a lowering of tlie nature of the relation, and which per- 
haps in a manner did so.^ As Kings grew in power and 
dominion, it was not unnatural that a certain element of 
servility should find its way into the relation of the Cornu 
tatuff, of which there is no trace in the primitive shape of 
that institution. The service of the King or other great 
lord conlerred dignity even on the freeman. Tliis is a 
notion altogether foreign to the ideas of republican (ireece 
and Rome ; but here again the primitive Teuton is but the 
reproduction of the primitive Aehaian. The Homeric Homeric 
Kings have their coniitafus, their Ge^i'^as or kraipoi, tlieir 
y^egnas or Oepd-novr^s, free, noble, the cherished companions 
of their lords, but who do for those lords, without any loss 
of their own dignity, services which in later (ireece none 
but slaves would have rendered. Etedneus, Autoineddn,^ 

feminine Jll(vfdl(je (Lady) in more ptizzliug Htill. But it in enough for my 
purpose, if a connexion with Jllaf in any shape he admitted, whatever 
may be thought of the last syllable. 

* Maine, Ancient Law, 303. ^‘The person who ministered to the 
sovereign in his court had given up something of that abs«diite personal 
freedom which was the proudest privilege of the allodial proi)riet<jr.” 

^ Horn. Od, iv. 22 ; 

6 HI npOfAO\(bv idfTO KpcCcOV ’ET€CW€Vf, 
hTfnjpht Ocp(Si'iro)v MtrcXciot; KvhaXipLOio, 

5’ i/icy rroifiiyi \awv. 

So II. xxiv. 473 ; 

I^Tapoi 3’ dTr6v€v6€ HaOuaro’ rip di 5v oi<u 

^p(i>S AvTOpidcuV Tf, Hol “'AKKtflOt ofoi ’'ApJJOSt 

iToC'irvoov wap€OPT(. 

Ete6neua is Kpiiojv, Automed6n is fjpojt, yet they are the \)€gna 8 of Menelaoti 
and Achilleus respectively. 
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CHAP. HI. Meriones, the divine Patroklos himself, all appear in this 
relation ; all are connected by this voluntary personal tie 
to a chieftain of higher rank. They are the very counter- 
parts of Lilla^ the faithful Thegn of Eadwine,^ and of 
those true c^pmpanions who fought to the death for 
Cynewulf and Cyneheard.^ The republican Greek knew 
republican HO lord but the law.^ lie was a member of a civil com- 
munity^ and as a good citizen he obeyed the magistrates 
whom the choice of the community clothed with a limited 
an^ temporary power. But personal dependence on another 
human being seemed to him the distinguishing mark of 
the slave as opposed to the citizen. The republican Roman 
shared the same feeling ; the early Ca3sars were served by 
slaves or freedmen ; ^ it was only as the Empire gradually 
grew into an avowed monarchy, and gradually assumed 
somewhat o^ the pomp of eastern kingship, that service 
about the person of the Emperor began to be looked upon 
. as honourable in a man of free Roman birth. In the 
Teuton, as in the Homeric Achaian, the feeling of the civil 
community, though far from unknown, was less strong, 
and the tie of personal dependence was not felt to imply 
degradation. Indeed the Teuton earried the principle of 
personal service far further than the Roman ever did. It 
was held that purely menial services, when rendered to 
persons of higher rank, in no way degraded the ordinary 
freeman. It was even held that men of any rank short of 
the highest were actually honoured by rendering such 
services to those who were one degree higher than them- 

^ Bseda, ii. 9. “ Lilia minister (tegn) Regis amicissimus.” He saves 

his hlafonVs life at the cost of his own. 

® See this most remarkable story in the Chronicles, 755 ; Florence, 784. 

* ® Herod, vii. 104. y&p a<pi d^atrdTrjs v6fJios, rbv virobeifiaivovai 

iroW^ in fiaWov ^ ol ffol cr€. 

* Oi this feeling, and the gradual change as the Empire advanced, I hav< 
spoken in Historical Essays, Second Series, p. 317. See the passage 
quoted in the note, Tac. Hist. i. 58, and Spartianus (in Hist. Aug. Scriptt, 
Hadrian, 22. 
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selves. None of the old Caesars ever held such lordly state chap, lu. 
as those among their successors who, while keeping hardly 
a trace of real Imperial power, still saw Kings and sovereign the prin- 
Dukes doing services about their person and household the 'later 
which, in the days of Augustus, would have been deemed 

. a degradation to the meanest Roman citizen. So, among 

^ KmgdomH, 

ourselves, offices about the person and household of the 

lord became high and honourable. The King’s iVish-thcgn,, 
his hower^t/ugn, his horse-thegn or sfallcr, all became great 
dignitaries of the kingdom, high in rank and influence,^ as 
some of them, among all the changes in our institutions, 
still remain. There thus arose a n%w kind of nobility, 
nobility by service, the nobility which gradually attached 
to the Thegns or Serranis of Kings and Kaldormen ; and The Thgns 
this nobility gradually supplanted the elder nobility of the oUl 
immemorial descent.^ Men j)ressed into the si^rvice 
powerful leaders, till such service became the necessary 
badge of anything like distinguished rank. The Tlugn^ 
whose name might sound at first hearing like the exact 
opposite of the ancient Korl, gradually took his place. 

The word T/ugn became equivalent to noble or gentle. The 
King’s Thegns formed the highest class of gentry; tlie 
Thegns of Ealdormen and Bishops formed a lower class. 

Again to use a modern parallel, tlie ancipnt Horl answers 
to the gentleman of ancient family, looked at simply as 
the descendant of certain forefathers and the owner of 
certain property; the Tliegn answers to the gentleman, 
whether with or without such ancestry, looked at as 
holding, by royal commission, his place in the local magis- 
tracy and the local military force. 

^ Mr. Kemble however (ii. 112) remarks that the greatest mf3n of the 
kingdom, men like Godwine, Leofric, and Siward, soom never to have held 
such offices. 80 in our own day a man who had any chance of becoming 
First Lord of the Treasury would not stoop to become Lord Chamberlain or 
Master of the Horse. 

^ See Appendix 0 , 
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The Comitatua — the Tliegnliood, as we may call it — thus 
grew and developed, and became the central institution of 
the state. With every advance of the kingly power — 
and every accession of territory, every free or constrained 
union of one district with another, implied an advance 
of the kingly power — the dignity of the King’s Thegns 
rose along with the dignity of their Illaford, In one way 
the change was a liberalizing one. The Ceorl could not 
become an Eorl, simply because a man cannot change his 
forefathers ; but several ways were open to him of becoming 
a Thegn.^ And now Thcgn’s rank had become practically 
equivalent to Eorl’s rank. But though individual Ceorls 
might thus rise, there can be no doubt that the growth of 
the Thegnhood was on the whole depressing to the Ceorls, 
the simple freemen, as a class. The idea of the simple 
layidman — I must borrow a word from our continental 
brethren, as the word citizen brings in quite other ideas — 
the undistinguished, but still free and, in a sense, equal 
member of a free community, gradually died out. The 
institution of the Comitatus, which in its origin was essen- 
tially voluntary, was pressed, as it were, upon all men, till 
at last it became a principle that no man should be without 
his lord. The freeman might choose his lord ; he might 


^ On the promotion of Ceorls to higher rank, the following passages are 
explicit. We witan ])iet J)urh Godes gyfe j^riel wser 5 td fegene and ceorl 
wearS td eorle, sangere t6 saceide and bocere t6 biscope,” (Be gri^ie and 
be munde, Wilkins, 112 ; Tliorpe, i. 334; Schmid, 386). “And gif ceorl 
ge)?eah pset he haefSe fiillice flf hlda agenes landes, cirican and kycenan, 
beU'has and burh-geat-setl and sunder-note on cynges healle, Jwnne waes 
he ])ononfor '5 ])egen rihtes weor2Je.” (Thorpe, i. 190; Schmid, 388. “Be* 
le6d-ge pinetSura and lage.”) The whole of this last document bears on 
the subject. Compare also the table of Wergilds (Schmid, 396), ii. § 9. 
On the first extract I may remark that the jingle of beginnings and end- 
ings has carried the lawgiver a little too far. In strictness the Ceorl could 
not become an Eorl (in the older sense of the word) ; but a Ceorl, or even 
a Thrall when once manumitted, might become a Thegn, and, once a Thegn, 
he might conceivably become an Eorl in the later sense, 
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determine to whom, in technical phrase, he should commend^ chap. hi. 
himself ; but a lord he must have, a lord to act at once as 
his protector and as his surety, at once to watch over him Everyman 
and to give a guaranty for his good behaviour. The 
lordless man became a kind of outlaw, while in the older 
state of things the whole community would be lordless, 
except those who might of their own free will have entered 
the Comitaius of some chief.^ And there is little doubt 
that the condition of the Ceorls had greatly changed for 
the worse in tlie later times as we aj^proach the Norman period 
Conquest. Some classes among them seem to have been 
fast approaching to the condition of villainage or even to 
that of serfdom. This change is not peculiar to England ; 
but it is the peculiar glory of England that the bondage 
of the mass of its people began later, and that it certainly 
ended sooner, than in any other western country where 
such bondage existed. The peasantry of Germany gradually 
sank into a lower state of serfdom than ours, and they 
remained in it much longer. The free peasantry of Russia 
did not sink into serfdom till villainage was nearly for- 
gotten in England, but their deliverance from the yoke 
has been reserved for our own times. 

This sketch of the growth of the Thegnhood and its Elements 

, , of Feudal- 

effects at once suggests the question, Did the feudal Eng- 
System exist in England before the Norman 
One might perhaps be allowed to answer this question by Hystem. 
another, Did the Feudal System ever exist anywhere ? In 
England, before the Norman Conquest, the Feudal 
most certainly did not exist. There was no systematic 
feudalism, but the elements of feudalism were there. 
Feudalism consists of two main elements; the feudal Two ele- 
relation implies the union of two other relations. There is j^udaliam; 

' On ’{Commendation^ see Appendix N , 

* See Appendix 0. 
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the personal relation of lord and vassal, lord and man,^ 
bound together by mutual will and mutual fidelity, the one 
owing service, the other owing protection ; there is in 
short the old Teutonic relation of the CoynHatm^ the relation 
of the Illaford and his TJiegn. But alongside of this, the 
feudal relation commonly implies the holding of land by 
military service. To grant land on such a tenure is in 
truth one form, one among several^ of that bounty of the 
lord to his followers to which his very title of Illaford is 
owing. The lord makes his follower a grant of land as 
the reward of past services, and he makes the continuation 
of those services the condition of his follower’s keeping 
the land so granted. But there can be no doubt that the 
tendency to this particular form of bounty was greatly 
strengthened by the example of the Roman practice of 
granting out frontier lands to be held by military service.'^ 
The holders of such lands held them of the Roman Republic, 
and to the Roman Republic their service was due. They 
stood in no personal relation to the Emperor ; they were 
not his mien, his vassals, his Gesi^as^ his Thegns ; their 
service was due to him only so far as he was the head and 
representative of the commonwealth. But the union in 
the same person of the Teutonic tie of the Comitatm and 
the Roman tie of land held by military service would 
produce a relation coming very near to the strictly feudal 
relation. The Roman custom would easily suggest to the 
Teutonic conquerors the practice of rewarding their fol- 
lowers with grants of lands — in short with benefices or 
fiefs — as the most convenient and honourable form which 
the bounty of the lord could take. In Britain indeed. 


^ “ Homo” — whence " homagium “ hommage” — is the constant technical 
name for the vassal. See Domesday in almost every page. 

* Palgrave, English Commonwealth, i. 354. Maine, Ancient Law, 302, 
who however seems to forget the Comitatm, and brings in the relation of 
patron and client, which however is itself a form of the Comitatm, 
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where Roman institutions were so utterly swept away, this chai». u\. 
influence would hardly exist ; at any rate it would be far 

/ FoiKialiHiu 

weaker than it was on the continent. Hence we find Blower in 
feudalism growing up far more slowly in England thiin in than on the 
Gaul or even in Germany ; in our old constitution we find 
the elements of feudalism ; but they were not as yet 
worked into a systematic shape ; they had not as yet 
become the materials of an elaborate jurisprudence. 

Homage was there ; for the relation of every man to his 
lord was a relation of homage. Heriots too and other 
incidents of a feudal character already existed. Rut these 
feudal elements had not yet been wrought together into 
any harmonious feudal system. The Comlfafus^ the germ 
of feudalism, had thriven and developed and was now 
dominant ; but the old Teutonic constitution had not been 
utterly wiped out. The Norman CoiKjuest no doubt FtMulal 
strongly tended to promote the further developement of tlie 
feudal clement ; but, as in every other case, it only oi)ened hy the- 
and prepared the way for further changes. CoiumcHt. 

Tlie military service due from land held by a feudal Karlior 
tenure is strictly due to the lord as the lord. That lord 
may be the King ; but if so, the service is still in strictness 
owing to him, not as head of the state, but as lord of the noda 
fief. But there is another obligation to mililaiy service 
which is older than this. All land in England was, by 
the earliest Common Law, subject to three burthens, to 
contributions to the three works most necessary for the 
defence of the country. These were the famous Triaoda 
NecessitaSy the obligation to service in the field {fyrd) and 
to a share in the repairs of fortresses and of bridges.^ 


^ This was found in a somewhat different form on the continent. See 
the documents in Waitz, Deutsche Verfassungsgeschichte, iv. 266, one of 
Charles the Great, which speaks “ de tribus causis, de hoste publico, hoc est 
de banno nostro, quando publicitus promovetur, et wacta, vel pontes com- 
ponendum.” Waitz remarks, Statt der Wachtdienste wird bei den Angel- 
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But these are duties owed by the citizen to the com- 
monwealth, or by the subject to the sovereign^ not duties 
owed by a personal vassal to a personal lord. Land, in 
an age when there was little property except in land, is 
simply taken as the measure of the contribution due from 
each man to the common defence. From these burthens, 
as a rule, no land could be free ; even church-lands were 
regularly subject to them, though in some cases their 
owners contrived to obtain exemptions.^ These ancient 
obligations pressed alike on the ancient allodial possession 
and on the land held by any more modern tenure. They 
were not feudal services, but a tax paid to the state. They 
were in fact the price paid to the commonwealth for the 
protection which it gave ; or rather they were the share 
which each member of the commonwealth was bound to 
take in the protection of himself and his neighbours. 

I have already mentioned the folkland^ the common land 
of the community or of the nation, out of which the 
ancient allodial possessions were carved. This process of 
turning public property into private went on largely in 
later times. The alienation was now commonly made by 
a document in writing, under the signatures of the King 
and his Witan ; land so granted was therefore said to 
be looked to the grantee, and was known as bookland. 
Portions of the folkland were thus cut off from the public 
ownership, and were booked to private individuals or cor- 
porations, The greater number of the existing ancient 
charters consists of grants of this kind. A vast number 
are of course in favour of the Church, but those which 
are made to the King’s faithful Thegns are hardly less 
common. In either case portions of the folkland are 


saclisen und spater auch auf deutschem Boden das sogenannte Burgwerk, 
die Hulfe beim Burgenbau, genannt.” And to the repair of bridges, some 
of his documents add that of churches and roads. 

^ For continental exemptions under the Karlings, see Waitz, iv. 268. 
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alienated, lool'ed^ to private use with the consent of the chap. m. 
Witan. The booking might of course be made on any ('hurch 
terms; any sort of tenure might be created; but the great King's 
object of the grantee was to get the land on tlie same 
terms as an ancient e^el^ subject only to the three burthens, 
which not even the most favoured Thogn, hardly the most 
favoured churchman, could hope to escaped 

The folkland, the common property of the state, was of (’onversion 

nf Folk' 

course at the disposal of the state, and of tlie state only, land into 
It was granted by the King, but only by the consent and * 

authority of his Witan. That is to say, in modern Ian- tho^oHHont 
guage, the change of folkland into book land required an W'itan. 
Act of Parliament, but acts to that etfect were passed 
constantly and without difficulty. The folkland bi^longod 
to the nation and not to the King. The King was only 
its chief qjilministrator, enjoying its use, so far as he en- ‘ 
joyed it, only as the head and representative of the nation. 

But the King, like any other man, had his private estate. King’n 

-ri 1 *11 1* • 11 

Like any other man, he might have his ancient allodial ontate. 
property, or he might, like any other man, have land 
booked to him, land which followed the ordinary course 
of legal succession or testamentary disposal.'^ It was iiid(‘cd 
needful that the King should have such private pos- 
sessions ; for, in our ancient elective monarchy, the reign- 
ing King had no certainty that the crown, and the 
possessions attached to the crown, would ever pass to 
his descendants. But after the Norman Coiupiest, as Folkland 
the royal power increased, and as the modern notion of 
hereditary right was gradually developed, these two 
kinds of possession got confounded. On the one hand, 
the nation was forgotten or merged in the person of its 
chief ; the folkland was held to be the King’s land. Terra 


^ See Appendix P. 

* See Allen, pp. 143, 153, et seqq. ; also on the whole subject of the 
change of Folkland into Terra Regis, 
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Begis ; the King was led to look on the possessions of 
the nation as his own, and to grant them away at his 
own ‘pleasure without the consent of Parliament. On the 
other hand, lawyers brought in the strange doctrine that 
the King could hold no private property, but that, on his 
accession to the crown, his private estate was merged in 
what was now held to be the royal domain. By one 
of those curious cycles which so often come round in 
human affairs, both these wrongs have been redressed, 
one formally^ the other practically. Our modern Kings 
have recovered the ancient right, common to them with 
other men, of inheriting, purchasing, and bequeathing 
private estates. On the other hand, now that the royal 
domain is given up to the nation to be controlled by 
Parliament, it is practically brought back to its ancient 
condition of folkland. That is to say, after, so many 
centuries of usurpation, the land of which the Kings 
had defrauded the nation has come back to its lawful 
owners.^ 

By these various means the old system of free Teutonic 
communities gradually died out in England, as it died 
out in all parts of the continent save one. It lingered 
in Friesland till the fifteenth century;^ in the primitive 
Switzerland it lingers still. Everywhere else it has utterly 
vanished, or has left only such faint traces as it has left 
among ourselves. But England did not suffer from the 
change as Germany did. Our free marks and shires gradu- 
ally gave way, but they gave way before the developement 
of a real national life, before the establishment of a really 
national sovereignty. But in Germany local freedom was 
rooted out, not in favour either of the nation or of its 
sovereign, but for the advantage of that crowd of princes, 

^ I have said more on this subject in Growth of the English Constitution, 
pp. 139, 140. 

* See Eichhorn, Deutsche Staats-und Eechtsgeschichte, iii. 158. 
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great and small, wliich were for ages the curse of tlie iii. 
land. The free communities of Germany vanished ; but 
the German nation gained nothing, the German King 
gained nothing ; the liberties and rights alike of tlie King, 
of the nation, and of the local communities, were con- 
fiscated to the profit of a brood of pidty despots. Tlie 
constitution which Tacitus saw and wondered at, the con- 
stitution for which Arminius fought and coii([Ucred, the 
constitution whose working may still be seen year by year 
in the free air of Uri and Appcnzcll, gave way in the 
great Teutonic realm to the dominion of princes who re- 
presented nothing but themselves, who einbodi(‘d no 
national or provincial being, who were the imu’e creation 
of modern dynastic and diplomatic arrangeiiK^nts, — arrange- 
ments which did their best to wipe out every historic 
name and every national memory, and to assign to each 
of their princely creatures an arbitrary extent of dominion 
traced out at ha})hazard upon the mapd Such was the 
fate of the Teutonic mainland; such was not the fate of 


the Teutonic island. The uprooting of the old rr(‘e com- 
munities, the growth of the power of the King and of his 
Thegns, no doubt tended in l^ngland, as elsewh(‘r(', to tlie 
degradation, at least for a while, of the lowi'st class of 
freemen. The ceorl was fast sinking into the villain. Still, CVorldom 
even in the worst times, enough of the old spirit, remained villainage, 
in our laws to give the villain those means of 


enfranchisement which gradually did cnframdiise the whole are gm- 
class, without the institution of villainage ever benng for- «,nanei- 


mally done away with. And the uprooting of the 
communities was needful, if England was ever to b('Cf)ine the oM 
a great and united nation. We must remember that the 


kingdom, like all our ancient divisions, from the shire, 


perhaps from the hundred, upwards, was formed by the 


' This was written before the wonderful changes in Germany (August, 
1866), which will supply me with abundant matter for another work. 

H 


VOL. I. 
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aggregation of smaller divisions.' The unit is the marh^ 
roughly represented, by the modern parish or manor. The 
shire must not be looked on as a division of the kingdom,^ 
nor the hundred or the mark as a division of the shire. 
The hundred is in truth formed by an aggregation of 
marks, the shire by an aggregation of hundreds, the king- 
dom by an aggregation of shires. The aggregation of 
marks into shires is indeed mainly to be inferred from 
local nomenclature and from the analogy of other Teutonic 
countries; but the aggregation of shires into kingdoms is 
matter of recorded history. It is even possible that the 
circumstances of the English Conquest of Britain may 
have hindered the mark from ever possessing the same 
amount of independence in England which it possessed 
in the older Teutonic lands. When every English settle- 
ment had to defend itself, and if possible to extend itself, 
in the teeth of a hostile Welsh population, the different 
settlements must have kept up a very close union ; there 
must have been from the beginning, if not centralization, 
yet at any rate something like federation. The first fol- 
lowers of Cerdic no doubt settled themselves in marks, 
forming self-governing communities; but all must have 
held themselves ready to march at Cerdic’s bidding, 
whenever it was needful to repel an jnroad of the Welsh, 
whenever things promised well for a fresh inroad upon 
them. Still such communities, the mark and the shire, 
however dependent externally on some central authority, 
were doubtless internally self-governed from the beginning. 


^ On this whole subject I must again refer to Mr. Kemble, especially to 
his chapters on the Mark and the Shire. 

® Many of our present shires are historically divisions of kingdoms (see 
above, p. 48), and the word SciTy connected with scirn or shear, of course 
actually means division. But the word is most likely a comparatively 
modem one ; the Shire or Pagus answers to the German Oau, on which see 
Kemble's chapter on the Gdy and the chapter in the first volume of Waitz, 
Deutsche Verfassungsgeschichte, “ Das Dorf, die Gemeinde, der Gau.” 
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We have already seen^ how shires, ruled each one by its own chap. nr. 
Ealdorman, came together into kingdoms under a single 
King. We have seen also that the nature of the ])rocess Formation 
diflered in dilferent parts of the country, that in Mercia, ^rreater 
for instance, wholly independent states were thus brought 
into union, while in Wessex, though there were many Eal- 
dormen and even many Kings, there was still a certain 
unity from the first. There was always a head King of the 
West-Saxons, and all Ihe Under-kings were most likely 
/Ethelings of the blood of Ccrdic. (Iradually the con- 
nexion became closer, the proce.^s no doubt being (piieker 
in W essex than in Mercia or Northumberland. The head 
King became the only King, the only independent ex- 
ecutive; and the assembly of his Witan b(‘(*ame the only 
independent legislature. In place of Kings, indi'pendent 
or dependent, the shires received Ealdormen, named by 
the King and his Witan, and liable to be removed by 
them. The folkland of the shire became the folkland of Proco^s of 
the whole kingdom. A crowd of royal ollicers- of various mation ; 
ranks, whose main duty was to look after the royal 

ci'i’H 111 trio 

interests, were scattered over all parts of the country. The ShiruH. 
Ealdorman still remained, the shadow of anei(‘nt kingship, 
and so far the representative of local indcpcindcnee. But 
beside him arose a new officer, the Srfrgn'cfa , Shircreeve^ or 
Sheriffs the immediate officer of the King, the agent of 
the central authority, the representative of the dependence 
of each local division on the common King and Assembly 
of the nation. Once the shires were the units, out of 


* See above, pp. 25, 26. Comparative PoliticH, 408, 412, 417. 

* See again Mr, Kernble/s c]iai)ter on the (ierefa. Tlio Gerefa or Jicere 
ia an officer, especially a fiscal officer, of any kind, from a Shirrrf erti down 
to a Jhjkerecve — Mr. Kemble a^lds, to a Jlof/n'evc. In Northern English 
the word, under the form of (irteve, has cliangcd from a public to a private 
exactor. The wor<l is the same as the High-Dutch Graf ; only the one title 
has risen and the other has fallen. A Burggraf is a greater man than a 
JSoraughreeve, 


H 2 
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thue union of which the kingdom was formed ; now the 
kingdom forms a new whole, of which the shires have 
sunk to be mere administrative divisions. In Mercia we 
have seen^ that, after the Danish conquest, the country 
was artificially mapped out again into fresh shires, which 
must have been felt to be still more completely mere 
administrative divisions than those West-Saxon shires 
which had once been separate principalities. 

§ 3. Origin and Powers of the Witenagemot. 

By these means those great kingdoms were formed 
which produced Bretwaldas and which strove for the 
supremacy of Britain. Each stage of union increased 
the kingly power ; each stage lessened the independence 
of local communities and lessened the importance of their 
individual members. The democratic character of the old 
Teutonic system contained the seeds of its own destruction, 
whenever it should be applied to districts of any great 
extent. We may be sure that every Teutonic freeman had 
a voice in the assembly — the Genidt^ the Gemeindey the 
Jihklesia — of his own mark. In fact he in some sort 
keeps it still, as holding his place in the parish vestry. 
He had a voice ; it might be too much to say that he had 
a vote ; for in an early state of .things formal divisions are 
not likely to be often taken ; the temper of the assembly 
is found out by easier means. But the man who clashed 
his arms to express approval, or who joined in the un- 
mistakeable sound which expressed dissent,^ practically 
gave as efficient a vote as if he had solemnly walked out 
iiito a lobby. The Homeric Agore is the type of every 

* See above, p. 48. 

^ Tac. Genn. ii. displicuit sententia, fremitu adsperaantur ; sin 

placuit, frameas coucutiunt. Honoratissimum adsensus genus est, armis 
laudare.* ** Comparative Politics, 466. 
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such assembly, and the likeness of the Homeric J^ore may chap. m. 
be seen in an English county-meeting to this day.^ The of the 
voice which the simple freeman, the ceorl, had in the 
assembly of his mark, he would not lose in the assembly 
of his shire, the Sdrgemof, The county court is to this 
day an assembly of all the freeholders of tlie shire.- But The 
the right of attending the assembly of the shire would 
become really less valuable than the right of attending 
the assembly of the mark. The larger the assembly, the toumm of 
more distant the place of meeting, the more dillieult, and 
therefore the more rare, does the attendance* of individual 
meml>ers become, and the smaller is the importance of 
each individual member when he gets there. AVe cannot 
doubt that the assemblies of the mark, of the shire, and 
of the kingdom all went on side by side : but at each 
stage of union the <*omp(*ten(‘C of the inferior assembly 
would be narrowed. W(^ cannot doubt that every Every frop- 

kept in theory the right of appearing in the assembly of thooniticul 
the kingdom, no less than in the ass(‘mblies of the mark 


and of the shire. J'^xpressions are found winch are quite National 

/» 1 AHHoitihly. 

enough to show that the mass of the people were theo- 
retically looked on as jircsent in the national assembly 
and as consenting to its decrees.'* But such a riglit of 
att(*ndance necessarily became a mere name*. The mass nm right 
of the people could not attend ; they would not care to ncally^out 
attend, they would find themselves of no account if they ‘^^*“*^* 
did attend. They would therefore, without any formal 
abrogation of their right, gradually cease from attending. 

The idea of representation had not yet arisen; those who 
did not appear in person had no means of appearing by 
deputy; of election or delegation there is not the slightest 


* I mu8t again refer to Mr. Gladgtone’g remarka on thi» aubject. Cf. 
JHiatorical Essays, Second Series, p. 84. 

* [Changes nia<le since this was written have pretty well got rid of th# 
‘^cient icirfjeindt. See vol. v. p. 465.] 

* See Appendix Q. 
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trace^ thougli it might often happen that those who stayed 
away might feel that their rich or official neighbour who 
went would attend to their wishes and would fairly act in 
their interests. By this process an originally democratic 
assembly, without any formal exclusion of any class of 
its members, gradually shrank up into an aristocratic 
assembly. I trust that I have shown in another work^ 
how, under closely analogous circumstances, the Federal 
Assembly of Achaia, legally open to every Achaian citizen, 
was commonly attended only by those who were both rich 
and zealous, and how it often happened that the members 
of the inner body, the Senate, themselves alone formed the 
assembly. In the same way, an assembly of all the free- 
men of Wessex, when those freemen could not attend 
personally and when they had no means of attending by 
representatives, gradually changed into an assembly at- 
tended by few or none but the King’s Thegns. The great 
officers of Church and State, Ealdormen, Bishops, Abbots, 
would attend ; the ordinary Thegns would attend more 
laxly, but still in considerable numbers ; the King would 
preside ; a few leading men would discuss ; the general 
mass of the Thegns, whether they formally voted or not, 
would make their approval or disapproval practically felt ; 
no doubt the form still remained of at least announcing 
the resolutions taken to any of the ordinary freemen whom 
curiosity had drawn to the spot ; most likely the form still 
remained of demanding their ceremonial assent, though 

1 Hist, of Federal Government, i. 266. We may be sure however, both 
from the smaller extent of the country and from the political instincts of 
the Greek mind, that popular attendance never died out so completely in 
Achaia as it did in England. And in both cases those who lived in 
the neighbourhood of the place of meeting would doubtless often attend 
when people from a distance did not. The frequent attendance of the citizens 
of London in the Witenagemdt may be compared with the appearance 
of a vast crowd of Corinthian citizens of inferior rank in an assembly held 
at Corinth, which is spoken of as unusual. Poly bios, xxxviii. 4. Hist. Fed. 
Gov. i. 263. 
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without any fear that the habitual “ Yea, yea/’ would ever 
be exehan^od for Nay, nay.”^ It is thus that, in the 
absence of representation, a democratic franchise, as applied 
to a large country, gradually becomes unreal or delusive. 
A primary assembly, an a L/tut/esf/o/zeindr, is an 

excellent institution in a commonwealth so small as to 
allow of its being really worked with elleet. Hut in any 
large community it either becomes a tumultuous mob, like 
the later Homan Co)n\i\ii or the Florentim‘ Parlianuuit, or 
else it gradually shrinks up into an arisloeratie body, as 
the old T(‘utonic assemblies did both in l^ngland and 
on the eouiinent. AVlum tlu^ great statesmtui of the 
thirt(‘enth century, Earl Simon and King Edward, fully 
established the j)riuei})le of representation, tluy did but 
bring ba(‘k tlie old state of things in another sluipe. The 
ordinary freeman had gradually lost his right of' ]>ers()nal 
attendance in the national assembly; it was inexj)edi(*nt 
and impossible to restor(‘ that right to liim in its original 
shape; he may be looked on as having in the thirteentli 
century legally surnmdered it, and as having received in 
its stead tln^ far more practii'al right of attending by his 
representatives. 
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Tims was formed that famous assembly of our fonj- 
fathers, called by various names, the Mj/cat (htmot or Ureal 
H ilenagenwt'^ ov of ihe ll isey sometimes 

^ Cf’. Arint. Pol. iv. 5. ov Sef \ap0dvuv ort TroWax^O avfjLfii^rjKtv 
&tTi T^v {X€v TToKiTfiav Ttjv Hard Tovt vo/iouf fJLi) drjfioTiiciju (Tvai, 5td t6 
^Oot KoX rrjp dyarf^y iroXiTtvecrOai BtjfxoriHMt, dfxoiojt nd\iv nap' dWoit t^v 
n\v Kard rovt v6fiov$ ^Tuai noXirtlay BripLoTiKooripaVy rr) 5‘ dy(t}yp Kal 70 U i$€aiv 
pdWov. I Huspect that both these (h.scriptioiiH anj in a 
nuumer appliwible to the Old-Euglish constitution. I'he latt<;r is true on 
the face of it ; the democratic theory veiled an oligarchic reality. But it 
seems not unlikely that the former may )>e true also, and tliat the narrow 
body into wliicli the ancient free aHsembly had shrunk up still in practice 
fairly expressed the sense of the nation. 

* Witem-GeniOt^^Sapuntum concilium. Sir Franchi Palgravo suggests 



104 


THE ANCIENT ENGLISH CONSTITUTION. 


CHAP. III. 

The 

Witena- 

gemdt. 


The Gemdt 
of Wessex 
becomes 
the general 
Legisla- 
ture, those 
of the other 
Kingdoms 
surviving 
as local 
bodies. 


Lack of 
informa- 
tion as to 
the con- 
stitution of 
the As- 
sembly. 


the My cel Getheaht or Great Thought} But the common 
title of those who compose it is simply the Witan^ the 
Sajoientes or Wise Men, In every English kingdom we 
find the royal power narrowly limited by the necessity 
under which the King lay of acting in all matters of 
importance by the consent and authority of his Witan^ in 
other words, of his Parliament. As the other kingdoms 
merged in Wessex, the Witan of the other kingdoms 
became entitled to seats in the Gemot of Wessex, now 
become the common Gemot of the Empire. But just as 
in the case of the assemblies of the mark and the shire, so 
the Gemots of the other Kingdoms seem to have gone on 
as local bodies^ dealing with local affairs^ and perhaps 
giving a formal assent to the resolutions of the central 
body.^ As to the constitution of these great councils in 
any English kingdom our information is of the vaguest 
kind. The members are always spoken of in the loosest 

way. We find the WTtan constantly assembling, con- 

stantly passing laws, but we find no law prescribing or 
defining the constitution of the assembly itself. We find 
no trace of representation or election ; we find no trace of 
any property qualification ; ^ we find no trace of nomi- 
nation by the crown, except in so far as all the great 

officers of the court and the kingdom were constantly 

present. On the other hand we have seen that all the 
leading men, Ealdormen, Bishops, Abbots, and a consider- 

(i. 143) that Witan is used in the sense of ivitneases ; but sapientes is the 
conunon Latin translation. The Senate of Bremen used to be called “ Die 
Wittheit,” and the Senators of all the three Hanseatic Towns were till lately 
called “ hoch- und wohl-Weisheit.” 

^ One might say, in all seriousness, \pvxwv a6<pojv rovr karl (ppovriffT'^piov . 

* In 1004 Ulfkytel, acting as Ealdorman of the East-Angles (see 
Appendix HH), assembles the local Gemdt ; “ pa geraedde Ulfkytel wi® J?a 
witan on East-Englum.” The letter from the Kentish men to ^thelstan, 
quoted in a former note, reads like an act of acceptance, on the part of a 
local Gem<5t, of resolutions passed by the general body. 

* See Appendix Q. 
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able body of other Tlie^ns, did attend ; wo have seen that chap. nr. 
the people as a body had in some way a share in the legis- 
lative acts of their chiefs, that those acts were in some 
sort the acts of the peojdc themselves, to which they had 
themselves assented, and were not merely the edicts of 
superiors which they had to obe3^ There is no doubt that, 
on some particular occasions, some classes at least of the 
people did actually take a part in the proceedings of the 
national council ; thus the citizens of London are more 
than once recorded to have taken a share in the election of 
Kings. ^ No theory that I know of will explain all these 
pluenomena I'xcept that which I havr^ just tried to draw 
out. This is, that every freeman had an abstract right 
to be present, but that any actual share in the proceed- 
ings of the assembly had, gradually and imperceptibly, 
come to be confined to the leading men, to the King’s 
Thegns, strengthened, under peculiarly favourable circum- 
stances, by the presence of exce))tional class(‘s of freemen, 
like the London citizens.'^ It is therefore utterly vain for 
any political party to try to press the supposed con- 
stitution of our ancient national councils into the service 
of modern political warfare. The Meeting of the Wise Tho Wf- 
has not a word to utter for or against any possible Reform 
Bill. In one sense it was more democratic than anything 

" iiKKlem 

that the most advanced Liberal would dare to dream of ; political 
in another sense it was more oligarchic than anything voraius. 
that the most unbending Conservative would dare to de- 
fend. Yet it may in practice have fairly represented the 
wishes of the nation ; and if so, no people ever enjoyed 
more complete political freedom than the English did in 
these early times. For the powers of the ancient Witen- Extent of 
agemot ^ surpassed beyond all measure the powers which oftheTJ^ 


' See above, p. 102. 

^ [On the seeming difference on this point between myself and Professor 
Stubbs, see vol. v. p. 406.] 

* The powers of the Witan are drawn out in form by Kemble, il 204. 


sembly ; 
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our written law vests in a modern Parliament. In some 
respects they surpassed the powers which our conventional 
constitution vests in a modern House of Commons. The 
King could do absolutely nothing without the consent of his 
Wise Men. First of all, it was from them that he derived 
his political being, and it was on them that he depended 
for its continuance. The Witan chose the King and the 
Witan could depose him. The power of deposition is a 
power which, from its very nature, can be exercised but 
rarely; we therefore do not find many Kings deposed by Act 
of Parliament either before or since the Norman Conquest. 
But we do find instances, both before and since the Norman 
Conquest, which show that, by the ancient constitution of 
England, the Witan of the land did possess the right of 
deposing the sovereign, and that on great and emergent 
occasions they did not shrink from exercising that right. 
I will not attempt to grapple with the confused history of 
Northumberland, where at one time Kings were set up 
and put down almost daily. Such revolutions were doubt- 
less as much the result of force as of any legal process; 
still we can hardly doubt that the legal forms were 
commonly observed, and sometimes we find it distinctly 
recorded that they were. Let us keep ourselves to the 
more certain history of the line of Cerdic. Five times — 
we might more truly say six times — thrice before and 
twice since the Norman Conquest, has the King of the 
West-Saxons or of the English been deprived of his 
kingly office by the voice of his Parliament.^ Sigeberht 
of Wessex, in the eighth century, was deposed by the vote 
of the general assembly of his kingdom, and another King 
was elected in his stead, ^thelred the Second was de- 
posed by one act of the Legislature and restored by 
another. Harthaenut, in the like sort, was deposed, while 
still uncrowned, from his West-Saxon kingdom, though he 

* See Appendix B. 
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was afterwards re-clrctod to the whole king^dom of Eng- cnxv. m. 
land. Edward the Second was deposed by Parliament ; so 

pOHeil, 

was Richard the Second. At a later time the Parliament 1037 ; 
of England shrank from the formal dep<^sition of James 
the Second, and took refuge in a theory of abdication Edward 
which, though logically absurd, practically did all that 
was wanted. But the Parliament of Scotland had no such J-V/ ’ , 

luchard 

scruples, and that body, in full conformity with ancient the Second, 

• I ? ^ 7 

exam])les, declared the crown of Sc^otland to be forfeit'd. ‘ 

^ ^ C'uXi' of 

in a land where everything goes by precedent, a right .Ijiuioh tin- 
resting on a tradition like this, though its actual exercise 
may have taken plact* only five or six times in nine 
hundred years, is surely as well established as ai\y other. 

Under our modern constitution the right is likely to 
remain dormant. Tlic objects which in past times re- 
quired the dt'position of the King, if not from his ofiico, 
at least from his authority, can now be gained by a 
])arlianientary censure of the Prime Minister, or in the 
extremest case by bringing an impeachment against 
him. 

If the Witan could depose the King, still more un- nic King 
doubt(‘dly did the Witan (dect the King.^ It is strange 
how people’s eyes are blinded on this subject. It is not 
uncommon to hear people talk about the limes h(*fore and 
shortly after the Norman Conquest as if the Act for the 
Settlement of the Royal Succession had already be(*n in 
force in those days. It is strange to hear a number of 
princes, both before and since the Comiuest, popularly 
spoken of as usurpers, merely because they came to the 
crown in a ditrerent way from that which modern law and 
custom prescribe. It is strange that people who talk in l^^pular 
this way commonly forget that their own principle, so far timw 
as it proves anything, proves a great deal more than they 
intend. If Harold, Stephen, John, were usurpers, yElfred 
‘ See Appendix S. 
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and Eadward the Confessor were usurpers just as much. 
Alfred and Eadward, no less than John, succeeded by 
election, to the exclusion of nephews whom the modern 
law of England would look upon as the undoubted heirs 
of the crown. It is stranger still to hear others talk as if 
hereditary succession^ according to some particular theory 
of it, was a divine and eternal law which could not be 
departed from without sin. Those who talk in this way 
should at least tell us what the divine and unchangeable law 
of succession is ; for in a purely historical view of things, 
nearly every kingdom seems to have a law of succession 
of its own. Our forefathers at any rate knew nothing 
of any such superstitions. The ancient English kingship 
was elective. It was elective in the same sense in which 
all the old Teutonic kingdoms were elective. Among a 
people in whose eyes birth was highly valued, it was 
deemed fitting that the King should be the descendant of 
illustrious and royal forefathers. In the days of heathen- 
dom it was held that the King should come of the sup- 
posed stock of the Gods. Thus in every kingdom there 
was a kingly house, out of which alone, under all ordinary 
circumstances. Kings were chosen ; but within that kingly 
house the Witan of the land had a free choice. The 
eldest son of the last King would doubtless always have 
a preference ; if he was himself at all worthy of the place, 
if his father’s memory was at all cherished, he would com- 
monly be preferred without hesitation, probably chosen 
without the appearance of any other candidate. But a 
preference was all to which he was entitled^ and he seems 
not to have been entitled even to a preference unless he 
was actually the son of a crowned King.^ If he were too 
young, or otherwise disqualified, the electors passed him 
by and chose some worthier member of the royal family. 


^ I shall speak of this point when I come to the disputed election after 
the death of Eadgar. 
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JElfred and Eadred were cliosen in preference to the minor chap. nr. 
sous of elder brothers. Eadward the Confessor was chosen 
in preference to the absent son of an elder brother. At 
the death of Eadg*ar, when the royal family contained only 
minors to choose from, the electors were divided between the 
elder and the younger brother. Minors who had been once 
passed by might or might not be elected at a later vacancy, 
-^thelwold, the son of yEthelrcd the First, who had berm 
passed by in favour of his uncle yElfred, was again j)assed 
by on yElfreirs deatli, because no claim could compare 
with that of Eadward, the worthy son of the most glorious 
of fathers. The children of J^admund were })assed by in 
favour of their uuch‘ JCadred, but on Eadved’s death the 
choice fell on the formerly excluded Eadwig. And as a A (v rtain 
certain preference was ac([uired by birth, a certain pre- 
ference was acquired by the recommemlation of the lat(‘ 

coinnu'iKla- 

King. So Eadgar recommended his eldtu* son Eadward ti«»u »)!’ the 
to the electors ; so Eadward the Confessor r(H*()mmended 


Harold. yEthelwulf had long before attcm}>t(Ml, by the 
help of a will confirmed by the Witan, to esta)>lish a 
peculiar law of succession, which soon broke down.’ J5ut 
it is clear that a certain im])ortance was attached to the 
wish(*s of a deceased and resp(‘eted King, as conveying a 
distinct preference. Jbit it conveyed nothing monj than 
a preference; the j)erson who enjoyed such prehirence, 
whether by birth or l)y nomination, could still be passed 
by without breach of constitutional right. From these 
princi])les it follows that, as any dih<|ualitied person in the 
kingly house might be passed by, so, if the whole house 
were disqualified, the whole house might be passed by. 


That is to say, the election 
the central point of this 


of Harold the son of (iodwine, IlaroMtho 

\ • 1 p . 1 1 • ef God- 

history, was perfectly good m ^^0 law. 


* See ^Elfredn will in Cod. Dipl, ii. 112, v. 127; and the account of 
yEthelwulf’s will in Florence, 855. See PauIi’H Life of ^Elfred, pp. 103* 
104 (Eng. Trans.). 
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An ancient English King then was, not the father of 
his people^ but their child^ their creation. And the as- 
sembly which had elected him, and which could depose 
him, claimed to direct him by its advice and authority 

Direct in almost every exercise of the kingly power. Every act 
of 

the Witau uf government of any importance was done, not by the 
brancli^of alone, but by the King and his Witan. The 

govern- Great Council of the nation took an active share even 

iiient. • 1 1 p 

in tiiose branches of government which modern constitu- 
tional theories mark out as the special domain of the 
Executive. That laws were ordained, and taxes imposed/ 
by the authority of the Witan, that they sat as the 
highest court for the trial of exalted and dangerous of- 
fenders, is only what we should look for from the analogy 
of modern times. It is more important to find that the 
King and his Witan, and not tlie King alone, concluded 
treaties, made grants of folkland, ordained the assemblage 
of fleets and armies, appointed and deposed the great oflicers 
of Church and State. Of the exercise of all these powers 


^ Taxation, in our modern sense, is seldom a matter of great importance 
in an early state of society. Public or demesne lands, various imposts on 
lands, feudal dues and compositions of various kinds, largely supply its 
place. Taxation in the modem sense is scarcely beard of in our earliest 
history, except for one shameful and unhappy purpose, that of buying off 
the Danish invaders. For this purpose a real tax, the famous Danegeld, 
was levied, and levied, as appears by several passages of the Chronicles, 
by the joint authority of the King and his Witan. So, during the same 
unhappy reign of .^thelred, we shall find the King and his Witan laying 
on an impost, of which I shall speak more when I come to it in the course 
of my narrative, one of a kind intermediate between ship-money and an 
Athenian \UTovpyia, 
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by the tasseml>led Witan we shall find abundant examples 
in the course of this history. Now these are the very 
powers which a modern House of Commons shrinks from 
directly exercising. These are the powers which, under 
our present system, Parliament prefers to entrust to minis- 
ters in whom it has confidence, ministers whom it virtually 
appoints, and whom it can virtually dismiss without any 
formal ceremony of deposition. And, in our present state 
of thing's, little or no harm, and some direct good, comes 
from l^arliament preferring an indirect course of action 
on these subjects. Hut in an earlier state of things, a 
more direct agency of the Parlianumt or otluu* national 
asscmihly is ahsolutedy necessary. The assembly has to 
deal, not with a ministry whom it can (‘rt‘al(* and destroy 
without any formal action, hut with a })ersonal King, 
wlu)m it has imh'cd eliK'tcd and whom it can dc^pose, b\it 
whose election and deposition are solemn national acts, his 
deposition indec'd being the ran'st and most ext nunc of all 
national acts. In such a state of things the power of the King 
may be strictly limib'd by law; but, within the limits which 
the law prescribes to liim, he acts according to his own will 
and ph'asure, or according to the advice of (’ounsdlors who 
are purely of his own clHK>sing. In sudi a state of t hings 
the King and the nation are brought fae(‘ to fac(‘, and it. is 
needful that the national assembly should have a much 
more direct control over affairs than is at all m^edful 
when the ingenious device of a r(‘sponsible ministry is 
interposed between King and Parliamtmt. Long aft(‘r the 
days of our ancient Witenagemots, in the days of Edward 
the Third for instance. Parliament was consulted about 
wars and negotiations in a much more direcd way than it 
is now. The control of Parliament over the Executivf* is 
certainly not less effective now than it was then ; but 
the nature of our jiresent sysbim makes it desirable that 
the control of Parliament should l>e exercised in a less 
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direct way than it was then. Our present system avoids, 
above all things, all possibility of direct personal collision 
between Parliament and the sovereign. But such direct 
personal collisions form the staple of English history from 
the thirteenth century onwards. In earlier times we 
seldom come across any record of the debates of our national 
councils, though we often know their determinations. How 
far such collisions commonly took place in early times ^ 
we have but small means of knowing. They were per- 
haps less to be looked for in the tenth or eleventh century 
than in the thirteenth or fourteenth. In the later times 
the King had to deal with his Parliament as with some- 
thing external to himself, something which laid petitions 
before him which he could accept or reject at pleasure. A 
struggle in those days was a struggle between the King 
and an united Parliament. N6wadays, as we all know, the 
struggle takes place within the walls of Parliament itself. 
But we can well believe that, in this respect as in so many 
others, the earliest times were really more like our own 
than the intermediate centuries were. An ancient Witena- 
gemot did not petition ; it decreed ; it confirmed the 
acts of the King which, without the assent of the Witan, 
had no validity; it was not a body external to the King, 
but a body of which the King was the head in a much 
more direct sense than he could be said to be the head 
of a later mediseval Parliament. The King and his Witan 
acted together; the King could do nothing without the 
Witan, and the Witan could do nothing without the 
King ; they were no external, half-hostile, body ; they 

^ There was a direct collision in the case of that “ Good Parliament ” of 
the eleventh century, the famous Mycel Gemdt which restored Godwine and 
his family and drove out the foreign favourites of Eadward. But whether 
anybody voted against the enactment of the Laws of i^thelstan or Eadgar 
we have no means of knowing. We have several clear cases of parties among 
the Witan during a vacancy of the crown, and of differences on questions 
of foreign policy ; but these cases do not touch the present question. 
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were his own council, surrounding and advising him. chap. m. 
Direct collisions between the King on the one hand and 
an united Gemot on the other were not likely to be 
common. And as to the great powers of the Witenagemot, 
as to its direct participation in all important acts of 
government, there can be no doubt. They are legibly 
written in every page of our early history. The vast 
increase of the power of the crown after the Norman parlia- 
Conquest, the gradual growth of a systematic feudal juris- 
prudence, did much to lessen the authority and dignity 
the national councils. The idea of a nation and its chief, 
of a King and his counsellors, almost died away ; the 
King became half despot, half mere feudal lord. England 
was never without national assemblies of some kind or 
other ; but from the Conquest in the eleventh century 
till the second birth of freedom in the thirteenth, our 
national assemblies do not stand out in the same distinct 
and living shape in which they stand out both in earlier 
and in later times. Here again we owe our thanks to The old 
those illustrious worthies, from the authors of the G reat {)acjt 
Charter onwards, who, in so many ways, won back for us 
our ancient constitution in another shaj)e. I have said century, 
that no political party can draw any support for its own 
peculiar theories from that obscurest of subjects, the con- 
stitution of the Witenagemot. But no lover of our old 
historic freedom can see without delight how venerable 
a thing that freedom is, how vast and how ancient 
are the rights and powers of an English Parliament. 

Our ancient Gemots enjoyed every power of a modern 
Parliament, together with some powers which modern 
Parliaments shrink from claiming. Even such a matter 
of detail as the special security granted to tlie persons 
of members of the two Houses has been traced, and not 
without a show of probability, to an enactment which 
stands at the very front of English secular jurisprudence, 

VOL. I. I 
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the second among the laws ordained by our first Christian 
King and the Witan of his kingdom of Kent,^ 

As the powers of the Witan were thus extensive, as 
the King could do no important act of government with- 
out their consent, some may hastily leap to the conclusion 
that an ancient English King was a mere puppet in the 
hands of the national council. No inference could be more 
mistaken. Nothing is clearer in our early history than 
the personal agency of the King in everything that is 
done, and the unspeakable difference between a good and 
a bad King. The truth is that in an early state of 
society almost everything depends on the personal cha- 
racter of the King. An able King is practically absolute ; 
under a weak King the government falls into utter an- • 
archy. Change the scene, as we shall presently do in our 
narrative^ from the days of Eadgar to those of jEthelred — 
change it again from the long, dreary, hopeless, reign of 
iEthelred to the few months of ceaseless energy which 
form the reign of the hero Eadmund — compare the nine 
months of Harold with the two months which followed his 
fall — and we shall see how the whole fate of the nation 
turned upon the personal character of its sovereign. With 
such witnesses before us, we can the better understand 
how our forefathers would have scouted the thought — if the 
thought had ever occurred to them — of risking the destiny 
of the nation on the accidents* of strict hereditary succession, 
and how wisely they determined that the King must be, 
if not the worthiest of the nation, at any rate the worthiest 
of the kingly house. The unhappy reign of ^thelred 
showed the bad side of even that limited application of the 
hereditary principle which was all that they admitted. 
Under her great. Kings England had risen from her 

' Laws of uEthelberht, Thoi-pe, i. 2 . **Gif cyning his leode to him 
gehated, and heom mon ))8er yfel gedo, ii bote and cyninge l scillinga.” 
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momentaiy overthrow to an Imperial dominion. At home chap. hi. 
she had a strong and united government, and her position 
in the face of other nations was one which made her 
alliance to be courted by the foremost princes of Europe. 

The accession of the minor son of Kadgar, a child who, 
except in his crimes and vices, never got beyond childhood, 
dragged down the glorious fabric into the dust. So 
greatly did national welfare and national misfortune de- 
pend on the personal character of the King. The King, 
it is true, could do nothing without his Witan ; but as his 
Witan could do nothing without him, he was not a 
shadow or a puppet, but a most important j>crsonal agent, 
lie was no more a puppet than the Leader of the House 
of Commons is a puppet. We may be sure that the King 
and his immediate advisers always had a practical initia- 
tive, and that the body of the Witan did little but accept 
or reject their proposals. We may be sure that a King Over- 
fit for his place, an -d^lfred or an yl^tlu‘ls<an, met with 
nothing that could be called opposition, but wielded the 
assembly at his will. Princes clothed with far smaller Kinj?. 
constitutional powers than those of an ancient English 
King have become the ruling spirits of commonwealths 
which denied them any kind of independent action. . 
Agesilaos guided the policy of Sparta, and Francesco 
Fo.scari guided the policy of Venice,^ with a j)ersonal 
influence almost as commanding as that which Periklfis 
exercised in the pure d(?mocracy of Athens or Aratos in 
the mixed constitution of the Achaian League. So when 
a great King sat on the West-Saxon throne, we may be 
sure that, while every constitutional form was strictly 
observed,^ the votes of the Witan were guided in every- 
thing by the will of the King. But when the King had 

’ See Historical EssayB, Second Series, p. 32* 

* On ^dfred’a deference to the authority of his Witan, ace the quotation 
from his Laws, above, p. 52. 



116 


THE ANCIENT ENGLISH CONSTITUTION. 


CHAP. III. 


Import- 
ance of the 
King as the 
Executive. 


lufluence 
of the Bjng 
as Hlaford 
of all the 
chief men. 


General 
importance 
and influ- 


no will, or a will which the Witan could not consent to, 
then the machine gave way, and nothing was to be seen 
but confusion and every evil work.^ Again, the King 
was not only the first mover, he was also the main doer of 
everything. The Witan decreed, but it was the King 
who carried out their decrees. Weighty as was the 
influence of his personal character on the nature of the 
resolutions to be passed, its influence was weightier still 
on the way in which those resolutions were to be carried 
out. Under a good King counsel and execution went 
hand in hand ; under a weak or wicked King there was 
no place found for either. Sometimes disgraceful resolu- 
tions were passed ; sometimes wise and good resolutions 
were never carried into effect. The Witan under iEthelred 
sometimes voted money to buy off* the Danes, sometimes 
they voted armies to fight against them ; but, with iEthcl- 
red to carry out their votes, it mattered little what their 
votes were. Add to all this the boundless influence 
which attached to the King from his having all the chief 
men of the land bound to him by the personal tie of 
thegnship. He was the Cpie-hlaford^ at once the King 
of the nation and the personal lord of each individual. 
Though his grants of folkland and his nominations to the 
highest offices needed the assent of the Witan, yet in 
these matters above all his initiative would be undoubted ; 
the Witan had only to confirm, and they would seldom be 
tempted to reject, the proposals which the King laid 
before them. He was not less the fountain of honour 
and the fountain of wealth, because in the disposal of 
both he had certain decent ceremonies to go through. 
Add to all this that in unsettled times there is a special 
chance, both of acts of actual oppression which the law 

^ The reign of ^thelred in England reminds one of the generalship of 
Ep^ratos in Achaia (Polyb. v. 30 ; Hist, of Fed. Gov. i. 550), but happily 
for Achaia her General could not remain in office for thirty-eight years. 
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is not strong enough to redress, and of acts of energy chap m. 
beyond the law which the nation easily forgives in the 
case of a victorious and beloved prince. Altogether, 
narrowly limited as were the legal powers of an ancient 
English King, his will, or lack of will, had the main 
influence on the destinies of the nation, and his personal 
character was of as much moment to Ihe welfare of the 
stiite as the personal character of an absolute ruler. 

§ 4. The Imperial power of (he Khuj and hh relation to 
(he Dependeaf KiiKjdoms. 

The King and his Witan then, in their joint action, 
formed the supreme legislature and the supreme tribunal 
of the Englisli kingdom. That kingdom, from the days of England 
Tl^thelstan onwards, took in the whoh‘ Teutonic portion of 
Britain, together with those Celtic lands to tlu‘ Kouth-W(‘st 

1(k:r 1 indu- 

which had been incorporatcnl and to a great extent Teuton- pondenco 
ized. Tliis whole region, at least from the overthrow oflhJMunt^^^ 
the last Northumbrian King under Eadred, formed in the 

^ ’ kingdoiuH. 

strictest sense one kingdom ; the revolt of the Mercians 
against Eadwig was only a momentary interruption of its 
unity. The ancient divisions were indeed by no means 
forgott(m ; above all, the great Danish land beyond the 
Humber still retained a lively memory of its former inde- 
p(;ndence. Both Northumberland and the other incorpo- 
rated kingdoms kept much of the form of distinct states; 
each state hiul its local Witenagcmot, presided over by its 
local Ealdorraan or Earl, who exercised, by commission 
from the King and his Witan, full royal authority within 
his own province. But I have already explained that, vast 
as were the powers of an ancient Ealdorman, he was still 
only a great magistrate, not a prince, even a dependent 
prince. The whole land formed one kingdom under one 
King, and the Kjng and his Witan held direct authority 
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or Empire 
of the 
West- 
Saxon 
Kings over 
all Britain. 

Statement 
of the 
question, 
h'irst, the 
fact of the 
superiority. 
Secondly, 
the force of 
the assump- 
tion of 
strictly 
Imperial 
titles. 


in every corner of it. But this kingdom of the English 
was not the only title and dignity to which the house of 
Cerdic had attained. The King of the English was also 
Emperor of the whole isle of Britain. I must now explain 
somewhat more at length the nature of this British Empire, 
as distinguished from the English kingdom which was 
only part of it. In this inquiry two special points call for 
notice. There is, first, the fact that the English Kings 
did exercise a superiority of some kind over the whole of 
Britain, a fiict which has sometimes been called in question 
by local prejudice. There is, secondly, the question as to 
the exact nature of that superiority, and as to the motives 
which led the Kings of the tenth and eleventh centuries to 
assume distinctively Imperial titles. It must not be for- 
gotten that in those days such titles were not assumed at 
random ; the idea of the Roman Empire was still thoroughly 
understood, and indeed the Roman Empire itself, both in 
the East and in the West, was in one of its most flourish- 
ing periods. 


Superiority 
over Scot- 
land dates 
from 
Eadward 
the Elder. 
924. 

No earlier 
supremacy 
in Wessex. 


The fact that the West-Saxon or English Kings, from 
Eadward the Elder onwards, did exercise an external supre- 
macy over the Celtic princes of the island is a fact too clear 
to be misunderstood by any one who looks the evidence on 
the matter fairly in the face. I date their supremacy over 
Scotland from the reign of Eadward the Elder, because 
there is no certain earlier instance of submission on the 
part of the Scots to any West-Saxon King. I pass by the 
instances of Scottish submission to the earlier Northumbrian 
Kings, as well as the seeming submission of both Scots and 
Northumbrians to the Roman Empire itself in the person 
of Charles the Great.^ These instances do not prove the 
existence of any permanent superiority; they are rather 
analogous to the temporary and fluctuating siuperiority of 


^ See Appendix D, 
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this or that Bretwalda over the other English kingdoms, crap. nt. 
But from the time of Eadwanl the Elder onwards the case is 
perfectly clear. The submission of Wales dates from the Subuusaion 
time of Eegberht ; but it evidently received a more distinct ivgherht,^ 
and formal acknowledgement in the reign of Eadward. 


Two years after followed the Commend a fio7i of Scotland and ward, 
Strathclyde.^ Nowit seems to be implied in the ^‘t^se of 
Wales, and it is still more plainly stated in tlie ease of 

tiaJi people 

Scotland and Stratliclyde^ that the people of both those concur 
countries had a share in those acts of their j)rinces by In 

which ]^adwa^d was chose n to l^'ather and to Lord. 1 <‘on- 

hundation, 

ceive this to mean that the Scottish and Wedsh princes 
acted in this matter by the consent and authority of 
whatever body in their own states answered to the Wit an 
in England. In both cases the commendation was a 
solemn national act. I use the femdal word commendafiov^ Naturo of 
because that word seems to me bett(*r than any otbor to 
exj)ress the real state of the case. Idle transaction bet ween 
Eadward and the Celtic jirinces was simply an aj)plication, 
on an international scale^ of the general j)rinciple of the 
Com 'iiatiu^, That relation, like all the feudal relations tliorolaiion 

which it helped to form, may be entered into citlier on py great, 
the greatest or on the smallest scale. Tln^ land wliich 
is originally granted out on a feudal tenun^, or which its 
allodial owner finds it expedient to convert into a fief held 
on feudal tenure, may be a kingdom or it may be a rood of 
land maintaining its man. So the lord whom a man 
chooses, and the man who chooses the lord, may })c of any 
possible rank, from the Emperor and the Pope with their 
vassal Kings down to the smallest Thegn and his neigh- 
bouring ceorl. It would even seem that the ceorl himself 
might be the lord of a poorer ceorl The relation is 


* See Appendix G. 

* A ceorl might have his own loaf-eatern {IIl 6 f'(jdan. Laws of i^lthelbcrht, 
25), and this looks very like a form of the Comiiatui. 
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Instances 
of Com- 
mendation 
among 
sovereign 
princes. 


exactly the same, whatever may be the rank and power of 
the parties between whom it is contracted. In every case’ 
alike, great or small, faithful service is owing on the one 
side and faithful protection on the other. In every case 
alike, great or small, the relation may imply a strictly 
feudal tenure of land or it may not. Now the Chroniclers, 
in recording these cases of Welsh and Scottish submission, 
make use, as if of set purpose, of the familiar legal phrases 
which express the relation of commendation on the smaller 
scale. A man ‘‘ chose his lord ; ’’ he sought some one more 
powerful than himself, with whom he entered into the 
relation of Comitatns ; as feudal ideas strengthened, he 
commonly surrendered his allodial land to the lord so 
chosen, and received it back again from him on a feudal 
tenure. This was the process of commendation, a process 
of everyday occurrence in the case of private men choosing 
their lords, whether those lords were simple gentlemen or 
Kings. And the process was equally familiar among 
sovereign princes themselves.^ Almost all the northern 
and eastern vassals of the Western Empire, some of them 
of kingly rank,^ became vassals by commendation. The 
commendation was doubtless in many cases far from volun- 
tary, but the legal form was always the same. The lands 
of these princes were not original grants from the Emperors; 
but their holders found it expedient to come to terms with 
their Imperial neighbour, and to place themselves and 
their lands in the same position as if their lands had really 


' Waitz (iii. 87), recording the homage done by Tassilo to Pippin, “ ut 
vasses,** says, “ So viel wir wissen ist es da.s erste Mai, dass Gebrauche und 
Gmndsatze, welche ursprunglich offenbar auf ganz andere Verhaltnisse 
berechnet waren, fur die politisch so bedeutenden Beziehungen eines 
Herzogs zu dem Oberhaupt des Staates zur Anwendung kamen.” 

* Among a crowd of smaller princes the Kings of Denmark, Poland, 
Hungary, and Bohemia stand out conspicuous. All these were at one time 
or another vassals of the Empire, though all except Bohemia recovered their 
independence. The Kings of Poland and Bohemia received the royal title 
from an Imperial grant. 
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been Imperial grants. We miglit go on to say that the chap. m. 
’Norman conquerors of southern Italy eommeiuled them- 

. (intion of 

selves to the Pope whom they took prisoner, and that the the Nor- 
Sicilian kingdoms, on the strength of that commendation, 
remained for seven hundred years in the j>osition of iiefs 
of the Holy See. The kingdom of England itself was 
twice commended to a foreign j)otentate. John, as all the 
world knows, commended his kingdom to the Pope ; and the J’ope 
his brother iliebard had before that commended it to the ["i'S; 
Emperor. There was nothing unusual or degrading intt»the^Em- 
the relation ; if Scotland, Wali‘s, Strathclyde, commended Uichurl. 
themselves to the West-Saxon King, they only ])ut tluan- 
selves in the same relation to their powerful neighbour in 
which every continental prince stood jn theory, and most 
of them in actual fact, to the Emperor, Lord of the World, 

Not to speak of a crowd of smaller instances, Odo, King Homuge of 
of the West- Franks, commended himself to Arnulf of 
Germany, just as Ilowel and ('onstantine commended 
themselves to Eadward of Wessex. And this comnum- 888. 
dation was made before Arnulf became F^mperor and Lord 
of the World, while he was still the sim])le King of the 
Eastern Franks.^ The commendation of Scotland and 
Strathclyde was, in form at least, a perfectly voluntary act, 
done with the full consent of the nations inter(‘sled. I'lui 
kingdom of Strathclyde soon came to an end, and with the 
Welsh of Wales proper no lasting relations of any kind 
could be ke})t up. Put between the English over-lord and Relations 
his Scottish vassal the mutual compact was not wf)rsc kept 
than it commonly was in such cases. It was often broken 

land as 

and often renewed ; but this was no more than happened friendly as 
always and everywhere in those turbulent times. The in^Hucr*^ 
relations between the English Basilem and the King of^®*' 

* Widukind, i. 29, who however calls him f »n|?6ra<or pnjfjpectively. The 
date is fixed by the Annalea Vedastini (Pertz, i. 525, ii. 205), though they 
give a different colouring to the transaction. 
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CHAP. III. three kingdoms, Scotland, Strathclyde, and Northumber- 
land, all commended themselves to Eadvvard, the relation 
was something new on the part of Scotland and Strathclyde; 
but on the part of Lothian, as an integral part of Northum- 
berland, it was only a renewal of the relation which had 
been formerly entered into with Ecgberht and iElfred. It 
is not uncommon to hear the vassalage of Scotland proper, 
that is, the land north of the Forth and Clyde, mixed up 
with questions about Cumberland and Lothian. But, at 
the time of the Commendation of 924, Lothian stood in no 
relation at all towards Scotland, except that of simple, 

' most likely not very friendly, neighbourhood. Strathclyde 
Since 908, was already ruled by princes of the Scottish royal house,^ 
but it was still a kingdom quite independent of Scotland. 
The transactions which brought Scotland, Strathclyde, and 
Lothian into their relations to one another and to the 
English crown were quite distinct from each other. They 
were as follows : — 

First,. The Commendation of the King and people of the 
Scots to Eadward in 924. 

Secondly, The Grant of Cumberland by Eadmund to 
Malcolm in 945. 

Thirdly, The grant of Lothian to the Scottish Kings, 
either under Eadgar or under Cnut. 


Popular 
confusions ; 
true na- 
ture of the 
grant of 
Cumber- 
land. 


These three events are perfectly distinct, and the relations 
created by them are perfectly distinct ; but, as always hap- 
pens when several relations and tenures co-exist, the three 
gradually got confounded together, both in idea and in fact. 
Both in popular conception and in the hands of partizan 


Scottish writers, the second of these three events is made 


to obscure the other two. The grant by an English King 
to a Scottish King of a country described as Cumberland 
is something too clear to be denied ; that the Scottish 
princes held their Cumbrian dominions as a fief of the 


* See Eobertson, Scotland under her Early Kings, i. 55. 
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English crown, that they did homage for them to the chap. hi. 
English King, no Scottish writer has ever ventured to call 
in doubt. ^ In truth there seems never to have been any 
wish to call this fact in doubt, because the Cumbrian 
homage, put forth sometimes even in an exaggerated shape, 
has formed a convenient means of escape from the fact of the 
homage for Scotland })roper and from the fact of the purely 
English character of Lothian. And the confusion of 
geographical t(‘rms comes conveniently in. In modern 
language Cumberland means a single shire which for ages 
has been undoubtedly English. In modern language 
Lothian means three shires which for ages have* been un- 
doubtedly Scottish. People are thus led to believe that 
Lothian was from all time an integral part of Scotland, and 
also that the homage d^ine by the Scottish to the English 
King was done only for the county of Chanberland as an 
integral part of England. Put in the language ol’ the year 
945 Lothian was still an integral portion of England; Cum- 
berland meant a country, part of which is now English 
and part Scottish, but which up to that time was m ither 
English nor Scottish, but the seat of a distinct Welsh 
principality. By Cumberland in short is m(*ant, not 
merely the modern English county so called, but all 
northern Strathclyde ; that is, modern Curnb(*rland toge- 
ther with a considerable portion of modern Scotland. In Ciremn- 
945 the reigning King Donald revolted against his ov(ir- thTgmlt 
lord Eadmund ; he was overthrown and his kingdom 
ravaged ; ^ it was then granted on tenure of military Stmth- 

, clyclt), 

service to Donald’s kinsman Malcolm King of Soots. 
Malcolm could hardly have earned this favour except by 
sharing in the war against Donald, which indeed his 
actual relation to the English crown bound him to do. 

For a long time the fief then granted was granted out 
again by the Scottish Kings as an apanage for their own 

* See Appendix H. 


» Ibid. 
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Grant of 
Lothian. 


heirs-apparent. The southern part of this territory was 
afterwards^ as we shall see at a later stage of our history, 
annexed to England ; the northern part was kept by the 
Scottish Kings, and was gradually, though very gradu- 
ally, incorporated with their own kingdom. The dis- 
tinction between the two states seems to have been quite 
forgotten in the thirteenth century; neither side in the 
controversies of that time drew any distinction between 
the tenure of Fife and the tenure of Galloway; the claims 
of the English crown were asserted, admitted, or denied, 
equally with regard to both. Yet the relations between 
England and Scotland proper and the relations between 
England and Strathclyde or Cumberland, though much 
the same in their nature, were wholly different in their 
origin. The relation in which Scotland stood to England 
was one of commendation ; the relation in which Cumber- 
land stood to England was one of original grant. This 
last fact marks a distinct advance in feudal ideas. Cum- 
berland was from the beginning a real territorial fief. 
Eadward did not grant Scotland to Constantine, because 
Scotland had never been his : but Constantine and his 
people, by their own act, put themselves in the same 
position as if it had been so granted. But Eadmund really 
did grant Cumberland to Malcolm ; he granted him a 
territory which he had himself conquered, and which he 
might have kept in his own hands. Cumberland in short — 
including, as must not be forgotten, the south-western 
shires of modern Scotland — was held by the Scottish 
King or his son as a feudal benefice in the strictest 
sense. 

Cumberland then was truly a fief of the crown of Eng- 
land, but it was not a fief held within the kingdom of 
England. This last position, popularly thought to be the 
position of Cumberland, was really the position of Lothian. 
The date of the grant of Lothian is not perfectly 
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clear.^ But whatever was the date of the ji^rant, there ean chap. m. 

be no doubt at all as to its nature. Lothian, an integral Lathian 

part of England, could be granted only as any other part part 

of England could be granted, namely to be held as [)art 

of England, its ruler being in the position of an English 

Earl. If the grant was really made by Eadgar, this is 

still more likely to bo the ease, on account of the unusual 

friendliness of the relations between Eadgar and Kenneth. 

Eadgar might well grant, and Kenneth might well acee])t, 

a purely English government, held by a tenure which 

would bind him still more closely to his English over- 

lord than either his commendatory relation for Scotland 

or his feudal relation for Strathclyde. But in such a Lothian 

grant the seeds of separation were sown. A part of the 

kingdom which was governed by a foreign sovereign, 

whatever terms of dependence, could not long n inain in in 

• • p • T 1 V 1 Scotland, 

the position of a province governed by an ordinary Earl. 

The King of Scots, though holding all his dominions by 

various kinds of dependent tenure, could not be dealt 

with in any portion of them like a simple Earl of the North- 

humbrians. That the possession of Lothian would under 

all ordinary circumstances remain hereditary, must have 

been looked for from the beginning. This alone would 

distinguish Lothian from all other earldoms. Though it 

was very common to appoint the son of a deceased Eal- 

dorman to his father’s dignity, still he had not so much 

as a preferential claim ; the office was held altogether at 

the pleasure of the King and his Witan. But when a 

province was once granted to a foreign prince, even though 

that prince remained a feudatory of the Englisli crown, 

this kind of control was parted with for ever, or could 

be won back only at the cost of war. Lothian could not Distinction 

fail to become an hereditary dominion of the Scottish 

Kings ; it could not fail gradually to lose its distinct 

ClYQOi &IK1 


‘ See Appendix I. 
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Lothian gradually merged in the mass of the other dominions 

gradually ^ jo 

forgotten, of its rulers. By the time of the great controversy of 
the thirteenth century the distinction seems to have been 
forgotten on both sides, exactly as it was in the case of 
Strathclyde. The claims of the English King were the 
same over the whole country, over Scotland, Strathclyde, 
and Lothian ; they were put forward as a whole, and they 
were accepted or rejected as a whole. Yet, when we 
weigh the claims of Edward the First by the letter of 
the compacts of the tenth century, if we pronounce them 
to go a little beyond the mark in the case of Scotland 
proper, * we must equally pronounce them to fall a little 
under the mark in the case of Lothian. The fact is that 
the progress of feudal ideas had wiped out the distinction, 
and had brought all tenures to the same level. The alter- 
native by that time had come to be whether Scotland, as 
a whole, that is, Scotland proper, Scottish Strathclyde, 
and Lothian, should be a fief of England or an independent 
kingdom. That Scotland, Strathclyde, and Lothian were 
originally all dependencies of England, but held in three 
different degrees of dependence, had passed out of mind 
on both sides. 

Later his- It was then to be expected that Lothian, when once 
L^hian. granted to the King of Scots, should gradually be merged in 
the kingdom of Scotland. But the peculiar and singular 
destiny of this country could hardly have been looked for. 
Lothian^be- Neither Eadgar nor Kenneth could dream that this purely 
historical English province would become the historical Scotland. 
Scotland, different tenures of Scotland and Lothian got con- 

founded ; the Kings of Scots, from the end of the eleventh 
century, became English in manners and language; they 
were not without some claims to the crown of England, 
and not without some hopes of winning it. They thus 
learned to attach more and more value to the English 
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part of their dominions, and they laboured to spread its ciiap. u\. 
lang'iiag'o and manners over their original Celtic territory. 

They kept their ancient title of Kings of Scots, but they 
became in truth Kings of English Lothian and of Angli- 
cized Fife. A state was thus formed, politically distinct 
from England and which political circumstaiK’Cs gradually 
made bitterly hostile to England — a shite which indeed 
kept on a dark and mysterious Celtic background, but 
which, as it a})pears in history, is linglish in laws, lan- 
guage, and manners, more truly Englisli indeed, in many 
respects, than England itst‘ll* nauained aftcu* tlu^ Norman 
Conquest. As in so many other eases, th(‘ pi'o])h* took 
th(‘ name tlieir sovereign ; the English subj(*cts of the 
King of Scots learned to call tlieinsi‘lves Scots and their 
country Scotland. "Meanwhile the true Scots to the north 
of tliem, the original subjc(ds of thc‘ Sc'ottish dynasty, 
forsaken as it were hv tlu'ir natural priiu*cs, became' the 
standing didiciilty of their government. The true' Scots 
arc known in history only as a mass of turbuh'nt trilx^s, 
alit'n in customs, language', and feeling from ilfose' who 
had taken their name' — tribes wliicli tlie Kings of Dun- 
fermline and hklinburgli had much ade) to keeq) in ewen 
nominal sulqcction — tribe's which, by a stranger turning 
about of relations, were re'ady to tight for tlu'ir English 
over-lord against the Kings of Dunfeaanline and kklin- 
burgh. The history of Scotland is in many respects Analog^y 
strikingly analogous to the history of Switze^rland. I tho'liiHtory 
pass by the singular likeness in the national character of 
the two peoples, a likeness to be traced alike in the virtues Switzer- 

. , Uuil 

and in the defects of each. I speak only of the outward 
facts of their history. In the case of Switzerland, parts 
of the German, Burgundian, and Italian nations were, 
through a variety of political causes, detached from the 
main body of their respective countrymen, and became 
united by a close political tie to one another. They thus 

K 


VOL. I. 
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formed an artificial nation,^ a political and historical 
nation, but not a nation of common blood and speech. 
In the case of Scotland, portions of the English, Welsh, 
and Irish ^ nations were in like manner detached from 
the main body of their own people ; they became in like 
manner politically connected with one another, and grew 
in like manner into an artificial nation. In both cases 
it is often amusing to hear men claim as their forefathers 
those who were the bitterest enemies of their real fore- 
fathers. But in both cases it is more important to mark, 
what the history both of Switzerland and of Scotland 
abundantly proves, that an artificial nation of this kind 
is capable of as true and honourable national feeling as 
any nation of the most unmixed blood and language. 
The history both of Switzerland and of Scotland presents 
so many materials for honest pride that it is a pity that 
exaggerations and perversions of history should have ever 
been allowed to step in in either case. And, to cite one 
point more of likeness, each people has drawn its national 
name from a very small portion of its territory and popu- 
lation. Switzerland, German, Burgundian, and Italian, 
has taken its common name from the single small 
canton of Schwyz. Scotland, English, Welsh, and Gaelic, 
has taken its common name from the original small 
colony of Irish Scots who settled on the coast of Argyll- 
shire. 

I have dwelt on the Scottish question at length, both 
because of its intrinsic importance, and because the re- 
lations between the crowns of England and Scotland will 
call for constant notice in the course of our history. The 
case with regard to Wales is the case of Scotland over 


' See History of Federal Government, i. 1 20. 

® Again I keep clear of all mazes about Piets and Scots. My division is 
true upon any theory, except the wild one of Pinkerton. The Piets were 
either Irish or Welsh — in the wide sense of those two words. 
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ag’ain. The homag*c of the Welsh Kings was always due, oiAP. m. 
and was constantly exacted, from the days of ‘Eoghcrht 
and Eadward onwards. The only diileronce was in the 
final result. Wales was incorporated with the l{lnglish 1283. 
kingdom at tlic close of the thirteenth century; ^(‘otland 
obtained perfect iiulependonec in the fourteenth. The 
life of one man made all the ditferenee. The great 
Edward lived thoroughly to secure his W(‘lsh eon(jU(‘s(. ; 
before he laid thoroughly secured his Scottish eompiest, 
his mission liad passed to a son who could not keep his 
crown on his liead at home. 

llefore we leave this subject, it may be well to remember 
what the relations between a dejxmdent. kingdom and its 
superior lord really were. The King of the lOnglish did 
not, by virtue of the eotnmemlatioii, claim any juris- 
diction within the dominions of his vassals. Hie in- 
dividual inhabitant of Scotland stood in no relation to 
the English King.^ The n*lation was a purely inter- Tlio rda- 
national one. The King and people of th(‘ Scots rhose 
the King of the English as their Father and Lord; it 
became his duty to })rotect them against tlnar enemi(\s, tatoma- 
and it became their duty to serve him against his (aiemies. 

But with the internal managenumt of the Scottish king- 
dom he had no concern, nor did this or that individual 
Scot become his man or his subject. Sm^li w«as tlui Tho rola- 
relation ; as we go on, we shall see its engagements broken ilrokerwm 
on both sides. We shall find the Scottish vassal more 
than once breaking through his duty of fidelity, and 
we shall once at least find the English over-lord of 1000, 

Strathclyde breaking through his duty of protection, 

Betting up an unjust claim to a tribute which was 
not imposed by the original grant, and cruelly harry- 
ing the land in revenge for a perfectly justifiable refusal 


^ Sec Appendix G. 
K 2 
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of his demands.^ But such breaches of duty on both sides 
are in no way peculiar to England and Scotland ; they 
form a very large portion of the histoiy of any two 
countries between which such relations existed. The truth 
is that the feudal or commendatory relation is a very 
delicate relation, one which offers constant temptations to 
a breach of its duties on both sides, temptations which, 
in a rude age, must often have been irresistible. The 
relation is not identical with the modern relation between 
the mother country and its colonies and dependencies, 
but there are many points of analogy between the two. 
And we all know well how very delicate the relation 
always is between the metropolis and its colony. But 
the point to be borne in mind is that the English over- 
lord of Scotland, Strathclyde, and Wales claimed no 
sovereignty within those countries, but only a superiority 
over them. He claimed such a superiority as the King 
of the French exercised, or claimed to exercise, over the 
Duke of the Normans. The relation was less close than 
the relation between the Emperor and the German princes, 
as no common Diet looked after the common interests of 
all. That the Scottish and Welsh princes had the right, 
which they most likely deemed a burthen, of attending 
the meetings of the English Witan is certain ; it is equally 
certain that the attendance of the Scottish and Cumbrian 
princes was exceedingly rare.^ And at any rate they must 
have come only in their personal capacity, to transact 
any business which they might have with their over-lord 
and his counsellors. We cannot suppose that the English 
Gemot was ever attended by any Scottish or Welsh Witan 
beyond the immediate suite of the Scottish and Welsh 
Kings. The Kings came, because they were the men 


fa 


‘ I refer to the transactions between .^thelred and Malcolm of Cum- 
berlaiid, which I shall speak of in my fifth Chapter. 

^ See Appendix Q. 
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of tlie Eni^lish over-lord ; but tlie private Soot or Briton cuap. m. 
was not the man of tlie Eiii^lisli over-lord^ and had no 
need to attend the assembly whieh he summoned. As 
little can we deem that the English (Jemot took on itself 
to make laws for Wales or Seotland. Neither ean we 
deem that the Welsh and Seottish princes, f hour’ll they 
si^n the acts of the (Jemoks at whieh tliey were i>resent, 
took any active share or interest in j)urely khi^Iish adiiirs. 


The Kin<^ of the thii^lish was thus ovt'r-Iord or ex- 


ternal sup(‘ri<)r of all tlu' princes of the isl(‘ of Britain. 

In that <*haraet(‘r, cur Kini«fs, l‘n»m tlu'days of .Et lu*lstan StatmuuL 
onwards, bore tithes beyond tiiosc* (d* ordinary 
titles whieh in strictness b(‘lont»*(‘d only to th(‘ suce(‘ssors 
of Charles and ol‘ Constant in(\ '^fh(‘y ap}»(‘ar in their 
])ublic acts as Cfpsary l)njn'rnt<n\ Imiicrufar 

S(‘veral ([U(‘stions at once* arise*. Are tlu^se* t ith*s nu'n* ihI. An^ 
outpourino’S of vanity, ]n(*n‘ pierces of inllat<‘d rhetoric, takmwm 


iiKTC sr)c(*irnens ol* the tur<^id stvh* of tin* tent h eeuitury ? 

Or do they imply a serious claim on tin* part- of tin* f]no-!ish laiiMiial 

"ll'll !• flililliH ^ 

Allies to be looked on as something more than men; 


Kin^s, to be deennd the pi'crs of the lords t»f Irnj)erial 
Home, Old and N(*w ? Ami if tlu*y do imj)ly such a claim, 2inl. If m., 
from what was that edaini understooel to In* <h*rived ? I )id 
the Emp(‘n)rs of Britain in the tenth (*entury inluTit, or 
claim to inherit, their Imperial rank fnmi tin* [o-ovineial to thy (»I(i 
Emp(*rors who reigned in Britain in the third, fourth, i/inpororM* ? 
and fifth cemturies ? Are we to trace an unintcrruj)ted 
succ(*ssi»)n of Imperial sovereignty from Carausius onwards, 
through Nlaximus, Constantine,-^ Aurelius Arnbrosius, and 
the eiiLi^-ht Bretwaldas, down to the LujiamiureH and Ba.sileis 
of the days succeeding* the commendations of Scotland, 


' 8ec Appcnrlix B. 

* That in of coiirHC not Comtantino th<* Great, hut Constantine the 
“ Tyrant” of the fifth cen'ury. 
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Wales, and Strathclyde? Or are we to see in these titles 
merely an imitation of the style of the contemporary 
Roman Emperors, Eastern and Western — an imitation 
not grounded solely on a love of sounding titles, but on 
a feeling that the English sovereignty was in some sort 
greater than tliat of ordinary Kings, that ifc had some- 
thing in common with that of the Emperors, tliat in truth 
the King of the English held in his own island a position 
answering to that which the Emperor of the Romans held 
in the rest of the world ? These questions have given rise 
to a large amount of controversy. My own belief, briefly 
to sum it up, is that vanity and the love of sounding titles 
may well have had some secondary share in the matter, 
but yet that these titles were seriously meant as a distinct 
assertion of the Imperial position of the English crown. 
But I do not believe that there was the least thought of 
any succession from the ancient provincial Emperors, or 
from any phantom of Imperial sovereignty which may 
have lingered on among the Welsh at the time of the 
English Conquest or afterwards. I believe that these 
titles were taken in order to claim for the English crown 
an absolute independence of the Roman Empire, and at 
the same time to assert its right to a superiority over all 
the princes of Britain of the same kind as that which the 
Emperor exercised, or claimed to exercise, over all the 
princes of the mainland. I believe in short that, as the 
Metropolitan of England was sometimes spoken of as Pope 
of another world, ^ so the King of the English claimed 
to be Emperor of the same island world, a world over 
which the Lord of the greater world at Rome or at Con- 
stantinople had no authority. I will now go on to give 
the reasons for the conclusions to which I have come. 

It is undoubtedly true that the Latin charters of our 
Kings during the latter half of the tenth century are 
' See Appendix B. 
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the most turo^id and absurd of all human compositions, chap. m. 
Nothino- is said straightforwardly; no idea is expressed Cb»rtors of 
by the word which would most naturally occur to ex])ress century, 
it. The Latin languag'e is ransacked for stran^'o and out- 
ot-the-way terms ; and when Latin fails, the writers draw 
on wliatever store of (ireek they enjoyed. They turn the 
whole into a piebald or mon^’nd lan^uaq*e, sonndhini^ like 
the jar^ron of t]no*Iish lawyers in the sevenf^'enth c‘ent!iry.* 

When such a tastt‘ prevailed, it was no wonder that the 
names of Kin^, Kaldorman, and Bishop W(‘rc tlioui>hf not 
I^Tand enough, and tliat the diirnifaries of Church and IVovaleut 
State w(‘re described by strange, forei‘»*n, and oflen (]uiie 
unin(elli«*ible titl(‘s, Homan, Creek, PiTsian, anvthintr ‘’*''*^* 

^ Mtraugo 

that came u]>permost. Ai^^-ain, it is no less true that titba. 
this sort of allectation is almost wholly (‘OMfin(‘d to TbiH affcc!- 

tation 

Ijatin charters. Those which are drawn up in bhn»*lisb banlly 
are for the most part simple and busin(‘Ks-like, and in tVu/KnJiiHh 
them the use of Im])(‘rial tith*s is much rarer.- Still 1 
cannot look on such titles as ZA/.v/Av/.v, liiiprni/or, Imperafor pm-iulTitlcfi 
AhuuhIur^ as mere outbursts of swellinjr rlu‘toric. We must 

veyt'U a 

rememlier that they were all formal titles, titl(*s to which ‘liHtinct 
a very distinct meanirijn;* was attached, titles which ex- and wero 
pressed a special position and whi(*h carried with t hcun a 
special revereiK’c, titles which w<»re not then, as they an‘ 

randoiii, 

now, taken up at rarulom by ev<*ry upstart who, half in 
shame, half in self-eonc(‘it, shrinks from calling himself 
by the straightforward title of Kin^. Any one who 
knows what the incdia*val theory of the Empire was will 
understand that for a man to call himself hnperafor Au^ 
gtisiH,% was in those days no li^ht matter. It was a 
thing* which the vainest potentate v\T)uld hardly do 
without some kind of reason for it. For an ordinary 
King to call himself Emperor was very nearly as strong a 

* For a f*|>ecimen of tliia style »ee Mjicaulay, Uwt. of Eng, i. 358. 

* See Appendix B. 
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measure as it would have been for an ordinary Archbishop 
to call himself Pope. Basileus again, the favourite title 
of all^ was one specially Imperial ; by a caprice of lan- 
guage it had become the Greek equivalent of Tmperator ; 
it was the special title of the lllastern Emperors^ the as- 
sumption of which by any other prince was held by them 
to be an infringement of their sole claim to represent the 
old Roman sovereignty. It is hard to believe that our 
Kings would have assumed a title surrounded by such 
associations^ one which had been made the subject of 
many disputes, merely to make a sentence in a charter 
sound more swelling. It is hard to believe that they 
would have assumed it without a direct intention to claim 
thereby a distinctly Imperial sovereignty. Still, consider- 
ing the fondness for Greek titles and Greek words of all 
kinds which the charters so constantly display, if the 
title of Basileus stood alone, it might not be safe to lay 
too much stress upon it. But when we also meet with 
Ceesar, hnperatoi\ and Augustas.^ it is impossible to believe 
that any title of the class was assumed without a meaning. 
Whatever we say of the Greek title of Basileus^ these Latin 
titles at least were not vague descriptions borrowed from a 
strange and half unintelligible language. They were titles 
in familiar use, titles which every one understood, titles 
which the diplomacy of the age studiously applied to one 
potentate and to one potentate only. They were titles 
whose force and use must have been perfectly well known 
to every man who understood the Latin language. It 
is utterly inconceivable that such titles should* have been 
taken up at random. They could have had no object but 
to claim for the prince who assumed them a sovereignty 
of the same kind as that which belonged to the prince for 
whom they were commonly reserved. 

Granting then that the assumption of the Imperial 
titles had a meaning, and that it was not a mere piece 
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of rhetorical vanity, the second question follows; — Was chap. m. 
there any real continuous Irn]>erial tradition handed on 
from the days of the provincial Ein))erors, or were the 
Imperial titles simply assumed in imitation or rivalry or 
whatever it is to he called, of the contemporary (Jcrman, 

Italian, and Byzantine Emperors? jVfy own coiivi(*tion is 
very decidedly on the latter side.^ I do not see how any No con- 
continuous Imi)erial tradition could luwc hcen handed on tradition 
from a Roman ruler in Britain to a West-Saxon Kino*. 

^ |)n)vincml 

Every cireumstance of the Kn^lish (\)n(jn(vsl shuts out Eii‘i>ororH. 

such a belief. Jt is liki‘ly (‘nouo“h that in Wales and 

Cornwall memories miifht still lin^(‘r on tVom tlu^ days 

when Cicsars and Au^u.'-ti reii^iKnl in Britain. It is likc'ly 

enough that Aurelius or Arthur or any otluu' Welsh header 

mav hav(* put. forward some kind of Inqx'rial ])ret(‘nsions. 

But that th(‘S(‘ princ(‘s should have handed on such ri^^'hts 

or claims to their Ihi^'lish (‘oiupu'rors and destroyers s(‘ernH 

to me utt(‘rly ineonctuvable. W’e have* sc'cn in tin* last 

ChapUu* how eompletcdy the l']n!j;*lish Con(pi(‘st oi‘ Britain 

differi'd from all other l\‘utonic eompiests. l'dsewh( 0 (‘ the 

eompierors became mon* or less Romanized ; tiuy r(‘joie(‘d 

to receive from th(‘ nu^nin^ Ihnj>en)r the investitures rif 

some Roman dignity, sonic <‘mj)ty title of Consul or 

Patrician. From the assumj>tio!i oi’ the Imj)(‘rial dignity 

it.self our whoh* race shrank with a kind of sujierslitious 

awe till the spell was broken by the coronation of t.lu^ ^rc^at 

Charles. This last motive indeed was one whieh eould 

have no effect upon the mind of* /Elle or Ceawlin ; 1)ul its 

place would be fully supjilied by utter i^noranc(‘, (*are- 

lessness, and contempt for the titles and institutions of 

the vanquished. Consul, Patrician, Augustus, all would be 

alike unintelliL;ible and despicable in their eyes. And, powi- 

before we rule that an En^j^lish Bretwulda or an Emperor 

of Britain was in any sense a successor of the so-called 

. cial Em- 

* Sec Appcn<Jix 13 . perora. 
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position of these Tyrants or Emperors really was. Cfarau- 
sius, Maximus, Constantine, and the rest, never called 
themselves Emperors of Britain. According* to the strict 
Imperial theory, an Emperor of Britain is an absurd 
impossibility; the titles assumed by Eadgar are in them- 
selves as ridiculous as the titles assumed by those who in 
later times have called themselves “ Emperor of Austria,” 
“ Emperor of Hayti,” “ Emperor of Mexico,” “ Emperor of 
the French.” The Emperor is essentially Lord of Borne 
and of the World ; and it was only by setting itself up as 
being in some sort another world that Britain could lay 
any claim to either a Pope or an Emperor of its own. 
Not Em- But the very last thought of the old Tyrants or provincial 
Britain^^ Emi)erors would have been to claim any independent 
but pre- existence for Britain, Gaul, or any other part of the 
the whole Empire of which they might have gained possession. 
Empire Nothing could be further from their wishes than to set 
up anything like a separate national kingdom. They 
only a part, were pretenders to the whole Empire, if they could 
get it, and they not uncommonly did get it in the 
end. A man who began as tyrant often became a lawful 
Emperor, either by deposing the reigning Emperor or by 
Carausius. being accepted by him as his colleague. Carausius, the 
^ first British Emperor according to this theory, held not 

only Britain but part of Gaul. It must not be thought 

^ The word Tyrant in those times bore a sense which may be called a 
monarchical antitype of its old Greek sense. The Greek tyrant was a man 
who obtained kingly power in a commonwealth ; the tyrants of the third 
and fourth centuries were men who revolted against a lawful Emperor. 
“ Licet apud nos incubator imperii tyremnas dicatur,” says Servius (ad Virg. 
^n. vii. 266). In both cases, the word in strictness exj^resses only the 
origin of power, and not the mode of its exercise. Many of the so-callcd 
tyrants were excellent rulers. But the Imperial tyrant had this great 
advantage over the Greek tyrant, that success might turn him into a lawful 
Emperor, while the Greek tyrant remained a tyrant always. In mediaeval 
writers the word is constantly used in this later Imperial sense, as equivalent 
to usurper” or “pretender.” 
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that part of Gaul had been annexed to the dominions of a chap. m. 

national sovereign of Britain, as Calais was by Kilward 

the Third and Boulogne by Henry the Eighth. Britain 

and part of Gaul were simply those parts of the Homan 

Empire of which Carausius, a candidate for the wliole 

Empire, had been able actually to ])ossess himsell*. At last 

Carausius was accepted as a colleague by Hiocletiau and 

Maximian, and so became a lawful Caesar and Augustus. 

Alleetus was less fortunate ; he never got Ixyond Britain, AlloctuH. 

and inst(‘ad of being acknowledg(*(l as a colhngue, he was 

defeated and slain by Constantins. Constantins himself 

reigned in Britain; but no one would call Constantins a 

British Ihnperor, and (\irausius was a Hritish lhnj)cror 

just as little iMagiumtius, Maximus, Constantine, were JNlaj^nen- 

simply EmptTors whose career began in Britain and not. in 

Syria or Afri(‘a ; they wau-e not content to nugn as British MiuiimiH. 

p]mi)cr()rs or Emperors of Britain; th(‘y speedily ass(*rte(l ‘ ' ' 

(’oiiHtan- 

their claim to as large a share of th<‘ Roman world as lino, 
they had strength to win and to k(*ep. Now^ it is perfectly 
])ossible, especially if any of the AVTdsh ])rinccs wau’e de- 
scendants of Maximus, that a reimmibrance of th(‘se 
Emperors may have survived in Britain, ami it is not 
unlik(‘ly that the conquest of Ciaial by an Emp(*ror wlio 
set forth from Britain may be tin* kernel of truth round 
wdiich much of the mythic-al history of Arthur has 
gathered. But it is certainly hard to understand the Norma 
analogy between a Roman general, trying to obtain the 
whole Roman Em])ire, but who is unable to obtain more 

^ jiororH anti 

than Britain or Britain and Gaul, and a Teutonic chief, w in- tlm Kni^- 
ning by his own sword some sort of superiority over the vvaldatn. 
other princes, Celtic and Teutonic, within the isle of Britain, 

The essence of the j)Osition of Carausius and his successors 
is that they aspired to an universal df)minion, and with 
such dominion any independent or national existence on 
the part of Britain would have been utterly inconsistent. 
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Basileus is that he is the very embodiment of an inde- 
pendent national existence, that he aspires to a dominion 
purely insular, that he claims supremacy over everything 
within the island, but aspires to no conquests beyond it. 
He is a “ Wielder of Britain,'’ Emperor so far as he 
is independent of either continental Empire, Emperor so 
far as he exercises Imperial power over vassal princes 
within his own island. I can see no likeness between 
him and a Roman general, who aspires to reign on the 
seven hills, but who is unluckily shut up against his will 
within the four seas of Britain.^ 

I infer then that the Imperial style which was affected 
by our Kings from AEthelstan onwards was not derived by 
any continuous tradition from any earlier British or Roman 
E^cplana- Empire. It is in the circumstances of their own kingdom, 
found°in^ and in the general circumstances of Europe during the 

thecircum- J ^gn^h centuries, that we must look for the 

stances oi 

the time, causes which led them to challenge Imperial rank. Ecg- 
^harlesand it should not hc forgotten, was the friend, the guest, 

and no douht the pupil, of Charles the Great.'^ Ecgberht 
802. was chosen to the West-Saxon throne two years after the 
Old Home re-asserted, in the person of Charles, her right 
to choose her own Emperor. We cannot doubt that, 
through his whole career, he had Charles before him as 
his model, and that his object was to win for himself the 
same kind of dominion in his own island which Charles 
had won on the continent. But Ecgberht never assumed 
any higher style than that of King of the English, and 

^ After all the case of an Emperor or tyrant reigning in Britain and 
Britain only was excessively rare. It could have happened only in the case 
of those fleeting tyrants of whom the land was said to be fertile, and who 
rose and fell without being recorded. All the more famous men of the 
class, Carausius, Maximus, Constantine, possessed some part of the con- 
tinental dominions of the Empire, and sought to possess the whole. 

•' 2 See above, pp. 38, 39. 
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even that, as far as we know, but once only.^ In his chap. m. 
days the unity of the Western Empire still remained un- 
broken under his benefactor and his benefactor's son. It 
was enough for the West-Saxon King to feel himself well 
nigh the only independent prince in Western Cliristendom, 
without setting himself up as a rival Emperor. Tlu^ Tlio 
schemes of l]egberht, cheeked under his immediate siu*- 
cessors by the Danisli invasions, were in the end really 

y‘'t. in tno 

promoted by those invasions, through t lie weakening andL^n^nH'Iped 

destruction of the otIuT English kingdoms. At last his jianirth 

whole plan \\as (*arried out in the latest days of l^adward, 

^ ’ wi'iv fully 

and it was established in a more thoroughly organized canned 

... ‘'.v 

form by A^tludstan. ldu‘ wholes ish^ of Britain was now, KadvMinl 

in dilleiHuit degrees of subj(‘etion and dt*i)end(‘n(;y, under 

the su[)reme dominion of the West-Saxon Kings. Now, 

and not before, Ix'gins the us(‘ of th(‘ Impt'rial tith*s. 

yEthelstan, in whose reign the connexion betwe(*n England Gnatm*MH 

and tlie eontimuit was unusually busy, /l^tludstan, Lord ol’Mitionof* 

all Ikitain, conneetcul by marriage? ami friemdship with all 

the greatest jU'inces of hairojie, could hardly fail to take 

in the greatness of his own position, lie might, well le<*l 

himself to be the ]H'er of Emperors. He was the r)ne prince* ifm uh- 

whose dominions had never, sine*e‘ liis own nation <'nter(‘d 

th(*m, a(‘knowledged any superie>rity in the lord ol* either Lup-iial 
. . " . Mtyle. 

Home. Of our ihland at lenist might he said, whether in 

honour or in rcjiruaedi, 

“ Ih: Iributo ( "u HariH noinu ; 

OiiincK i-raiit Cu'sarcH ; irtiio connum rbibat.”*'* 

Whatever vague and transitory Inmuigc Ca*sar may have of 
received from Scots or Northumbrians, it is certain iliat 
no King of the West-Saxons ever knew a supe^rior b<*yond 

. . 1 tionaiid 

the limits of his own island. But, from the days of that of the 
Eegberlit onwards, every King of the West-Saxons had 

' See p. 39. 

* Griium’B Gedichte auf Konig Friedrich (Berlin 1844), p, 65. 
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claimed or aspired to a superiority of his own through the 
whole extent of his own island ; and now iEthelstan had 
converted those lofty dreams into a living reality. Gaul, 
Spain, Italy, Denmark, the Slavonic and other less known 
lands beyond the Elbe, all had bowed to the dominion of 
the first Teutonic Csesar. To England alone he had been 
a model and a counsellor, but not a master. As the one 
perfectly independent prince in Western Christendom, 
yEthelstan was the equal of Emperors, and within his own 
island he held the same position which the Emperors held 
in the rest of the world. Like an Emperor, he not only 
had his own kingdom, governed under him by his own 
Dukes or Ealdormen, but his kingdom was surrounded 
by a circle of vassal princes who paid to him the homage 
which he himself paid to no superior upon earth. As 
no other prince in Western Christendom could claim for 
his own kingdom the same perfect independence of all 
Imperial superiority, so no other prince in Western 
Christendom could show, in a crowd of dependent princes, 
so perfect a reproduction of the Imperial majesty. And 
it must not be forgotten that during the first half of 
the tenth century there was not, as there was before 
and after, any one Emperor universally acknowledged by 
all the Christian states of the West. The days of the 
Carolingian Csesars were past; the days of the Saxon 
Csesars were not yet come. Guy, Lambert, Berengar, 
were Augusti not less fleeting, and far more feeble, than 
any of the tyrants of whom Britain had once been so 
fertile. The King of the English and Lord of all Britain 
might well feel himself to be a truer representative of 
Imperial greatness than Emperors whose rule was at most 
confined to a corner of Italy. He was, beyond all doubt, 
the second among Western Kings. The Kings of the 
Eastern Franks, not yet Emperors in formal rank, but 
marked out in the eyes of all men as the predestined heirs 
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of Charles, were the only rulers who eould bo held to chap. m. 
surpass him in power and ^lory. Without waitinj^ for 
any formal coronation, the soldiers of Henry and Otto had 
saluted their victorious Kings as Imperafores and Patrcs 
Fatrice^ and, with the same feeling, Hithelstan assumed, 
or received from his counselhu-s, the titles which plat*ed 
him on a level with them. The new birth of the Emj)ire Revival 
during the reign of Eadgar, the coronation of Otto the Kmpire 
Great, which at once restored to the Imperial crown 
small share of its ancient power and dignity, would by likely 
no means tend to make our j)rinees lay aside any Jinjicnal tlic Kug- 
claims which they had already asserted. ]^]adgar was on 
the best terms with his Imperial umde ; still it mi«dit be ikey Im- 

piTial 

thought needful to assert that England ow(m 1 him no kind daiiuM. 
of homage, and that the other [)rinces of Eritain owed 
homage to Jiadgar and not to Otto. 

Here then, as it seems to me, and not in any tratlitions 
of Ambrosius or Carausius, is to be found the triu^ (?xj)la- 
nation of the otherwise startling title oi‘ Emperor of 
Britain. That title was meant at once to as.s(*rt the inde- Full im- 
pendence of the English crown upon any for(‘ig*n sujierior, rmporial 
and to assert the dependence of all the otlier jK)U (*rs of 
Britain ujion the English crown. It was meant to assert 
that the King of the Eng-lish was, not the homager but 
the peer, alike of the Imperator of the West and of 
the Basileus of the East, and it was meant to assert that 
Scots, Welsh, and Cumbrians owed no duty to Rome or 
to Byzantium, but only to their Father and Lord at 
Winchester. The Imperial titles last in common use down They go 
to the Norman Conquest ; after that their employment tho^ 
is rare, and they gradually die out altogether. And why ? 

Because the Norman and Angevin Kiiigs, though they because 
were by no means disposed willingly to abate a tittle of the dominion 
rights of their predecessors within the four seas of Britain, the^chieF*^ 
were far from looking on insular dominion as the main object. 
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object of their policy. They were Kings of England^ and 
they knew the strength and value of England ; some of 
them had wisdom enough to value England for her own 
sake ; still in the eyes of all of them, one main value of 
England was to serve as a nursery of men and a storehouse 
of money to serve their plans of continental ambition. 
They were Kings of England, but they were also Counts 
of Anjou, Dukes of Normandy and Aquitaine, striving after 
an equality with their liege lord at Paris, sometimes per- 
haps after a superiority over him. The British Empire in 
which ^thelstan gloried, and in which Cnut in the midst 
of his Northern triumphs gloried no less, was assuredly not 
despised by the wisdom of Henry of Anjou. But if it was 
one object of his policy, it was not the only one. In the 
eyes of the Poitevin knight-errant who came after him, it 
seemed hardly worth keeping; and it was something which 
could not be kept in the grasp of John and Henry the 
Third. At last in the great Edward there again arose a 
true Bretwalda, one who saw that the dominion of .^Elhel- 
stan and Eadgar was a worthier prize than shadowy dreams 
of aggrandizement beyond the sea. But by this time the 
notion of a British Empire had given way to more purely 
feudal ideas, and his claims to supremacy took their shape 
accordingly. But traces of the old ideas still lingered on. 
Through the fourteenth, the fifteenth, the sixteenth cen- 
turies, a chain of instances may be put together which show 
that the idea of an Empire of Britain was not wholly for- 
gotten.^ Even when no Imperial claims were put forward 
on behalf of England, it was thought needful carefully to 
shut out all claims on the part of any other power to Im- 
perial supremacy over England. And in the sixteenth cen- 
tury, along with the revived study of our early history, the 
Imperial titles themselves revive in a more definite form. 
The Imperial character of the English sovereignty was 


^ See Appendix B. 
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strongly asserted l)oth by Henry the Eig^hth and by chap. hi. 
Elizabeth. In the days of Charles the Fifth a denial of 
all dependence on the Roman Caesar may have been no 
less needful than a denial of all dependence on the Roman 
Pontiff. Henry may well have deemed it prudent to take 
the same precautions agpainst his Imperial nephew which 
Eadgar had taken against his Imperial uncle. Protests of 
the like sort were again made in the reign of Elizabeth. 

We find her more than once formally described as 
Empress, an Empress whose Empire reac‘hed from “ the 
Orcade isles to the mountains Pyrenee.** In this last 
description we find the key to the style*. An Empire 
imi)lied subordinate kingdoms. Elizah(‘th claimed to be 
Empress as being independ(‘^t of the continental khnperor ; 
she also claimed to be Empress as having a royal vassal 
within lier own island. The same ])hrases whicdi assert 
the independence of Jhigland u[)on th(‘ Austrian fhnperor 
also assort the dependence of Scotland upon the Ihiglish 
Empress.’ 

This then I believe to be the true account of the impe- 
rial titles and Imi)erial preten.sions of the Englisli King.s 
in the tenth and eleventh centuries. Our Kings meant 
to assert at once their own ])erf(‘ct inde]>en(ience and the 
dependence of the other prince's of Jiritain uj)on them. 

It is pcrhajis worth notice that in all this we may see the Growth of 
beginnings of a system which has gone on to our ow n 
day. From the days of Ecgberht onwards the House of 
Cerdic has never been without its dependencies. Their 7-1^69. 
s})here has gradually been enlarged ; as nearer dei>endcneics 
have been incorporated with the central state, another 
more distant circle of dependencies has arisen beyond 

* I would not be understood as aaserting the justice or ]ion»'sty of any 
such claim. The Commendation of 934 was wi[>€j<l out by the renunciation, 
of 1328. From that lime *Scotland must I>e looked on as an independent 
kingdom, and, as such, she rightly entered into the Union with England on 
equal terms. 
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them. Wessex held the supremacy over England ; Eng- 
land held it over Great Britain; Great Britain held it 
over Ireland and a crowd of smaller islands and colonies ; 
the United Kingdom holds it over colonies and depen- 
dencies of every kind, from Man to New Zealand. Since 
tlie days of the Koman Commonwealth, no other land has 
had so large an experience of the relations between a 
central power and half-incorporated states of various kinds. 
In this sense, England is now a more truly Imperial power 
than any other in the world. Putting aside the local 
associations of Home and Constantinople, no modern state 
comes so near ‘to the notion of an Empire as understood 
either by ^Ethclstan or by Otto. There is therefore an 
historical meaning in the familiar phrases of “ the British 
Empire ” and the Imperial Parliament,” whether any 
remembrance of ancient Bretwaldas and Basilcis was or 
was not present to the minds of those who devised them. 

I thus bring to an end my survey of the political con- 
dition of England and its dependent states in the tenth 
and eleventh centuries. The dominion won by Eadward 
and iEthelstan was handed over unimpaired to William 
the Bastard. We have seen what that dominion was. 
There was a home monarchy in which the power of the 
King was strictly limited by law, but in which his per- 
sonal influence was almost unbounded. There was also 
an external lordship over a body of vassal princes who 
had the right and the duty, though perhaps but seldom 
the will, to appear in the Great Council of their Over-lord 
along with the Bishops and Ealdormen of his own realm. 
This dominion* was, by the forced election of the English 
Witan, transferred to the hands of the Norman Conqueror. 
Under his successors the character of the monarchy 
gradually altered, but it altered far more through a change 
in the spirit of the administration than through actual 



LASTING IMPERIAL CHARACTEU OF ENGLAND. 


H7 


changes in the laws. The power of the crown was vastly chap. m. 
increased in the hands of William and his sons, and in 

CoU(j[lKMt. 

other respects the kingdom gradually changed from the 
old Teutonic to the later mediicval form. But it was 


always the constitutional doctrine that William, a legal 
claimant of the crown, received the crown as it had been 


held by his predecessors. It follows that a thorough 
knowdedge of the position of those pred(‘cessors, of the 
nature of their authority and of the limits on their po^ver, 
is absolutely ncc^essai*}', if only to uiubu'stand the j>osition 
of the Normjiu Kings, what (‘bangles they made and what 
changes they did not make. What was the real nature and 
amount of those changes, ])olitieal and social, wn’ll be shown 
in my last volume. And, along with them, I shall deal 
more spt'cially with some points, like lang-uage and art, the 
earlier forms of which ar<' most fittingly treat(‘d of )>y way 
of comparison with their later forms. For the pn‘s(‘nt wa' 
turn for a while from the history and state of Ihig-land as 
they stood under yElfred and his immfaliate succ(‘ssors, to 
trace out. the early history of the land which became closely 
conn(*ctcd with England in the course* of the tent h century, 
and which sent forth tlie conquerors of England in the 
eleventh. 


L 2 



CHAPTER IV. 


SKETCH OP THE HISTORY OP NORMANDY DURING THE 
TENTH CENTURY.^ 

T he two foreign conquests of England which form the 
main subject of English history during the eleventh 
century were the work of nations which came originally 

^ For the Norman and French history of the tenth century there are 
three principal authorities. Tlie only writer on the Nonnan side is Dudo, 
Dean of Saint Quintin, whose work will be found in Duchesne’s Rerum 
Normannicarum Sciiptores, His history is nearly coincident with the 
century, going down to the death of Richard the Fearless. He is a most 
turgid and wearisome writer, without chronology or arrangement of any 
kind. He is in fact one of the earliest of a very bad class of writers, those 
who were employed, on account of their supposed eloquence, to write 
histories which were intended only as panegyrics of their patrons. It is 
only just before the end of his narrative that Dudo begins to be a 
contemporary witness ; up to that time he simply repeats such traditions as 
were acceptable at the Norman court. Of the two F rench writers, Flodoard 
or Frodoard, Canon of Rheims (whose Annals will be found in the third 
volume of Pertz), is a far more valuable writer in himself, but his notices 
of Norman affairs are few and meagre. He perhaps avoids speaking of the 
terrible strangers any more than he can help. Flodoard is a mere annalist, 
and aspires to no higher rank, but in his own class he ranks very high. 
He is somewhat dull and dry, as becomes an annalist, but he is thoroughly 
honest, sensible, and straightforward. His Annals reach from 919 to 966, 
the year of his death, so that he is strictly contemporary throughout. The 
other French writer is Richer, a monk of Rheims, whose work was 
discovered by Pertz, and is printed in his third volume (also separately in 
his smaller collection, and in a French edition by M. Gaudet, with a French 
translation, 2 vols. Paris, 1845). He was the son of Rudolf, a knight and 
counsellor of King Lewis the Fourth, and derived much of his information 
from his father. He also makes use of the work of Flodoard. He goes 
down to 998, which was seemingly the year of his death, Richer is not 
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of the same stock. First came the Danes themselvTS ; chap. w. 
then came the Normans, the descendants of Danish or 
other Scandinavian settlers in Gaul. In mere blood there- lUh mijri. 
fore the Normans were allied in dilferent decrees to all the 
Teutonic inhabitants of Britain, and they were very closely 
allied to the descendants of the Danish settlers in the 
North and East of Enyi’land. And there can be little 
doubt that this original community of blood really had an 
important j)ractical eflcct., and that the speedy fusion of 
Normans and English was greatly promoted by the fact 
that con(|uerors and concpienMl were in truth kinsmen. 

But this intluence was a purely silent one, and it was in PrActical, 

but uiirc- 

no way acknowledged by those on whom it acted. Ncatrier c(»^niytML 

side thought at all of any kindred as existing between 

them. And to all appearance, no two nations of Western 

Europe could hav(* b(*en found whi(;h, in speech, feelings, 

and manners, differed more widely from one another. The Tlio 

Danes who s(*ttled in England had been easily turned into ** 

Englishmen. Though tlu^ likeness of spee(h and institu- 

^ * men. 

tions b(‘tween the two nations has often been exagg(TatK.‘d, 
it was something not only real but ]>alpablc. It needed 
no historical research to find it out ; it was something 
which men of both nations could f(*el for themselves. 

Among the earlier Teutonic settlers in Britain, wo can 
well believe that there were some whose original kindred . 
with the Teutons of Scandinavia was cpiitc as close as 
their original kindred with some of their fellow Teutons in 


content with bein*^^ an annalint; he a«|»ir»‘R to be an bi»torian. He 1 h much 
fuller aiul more vivid than Klodoard, but T cannot IcK^k on him as etcndly 
trustworthy. On this writer see Pal/:^ave, Hist^jry of Normandy an<I England, 
i. 74S. The second volume of Sir Francis’ own work contains a most vivid, 
though very diftcursive and garrulous, hist^^ry of the time l^efore us, full of 
all the merits and defects of its author. 1 would refer an article of min® 
on it in the E/linburgh Review for April 1859; also U) another, “Th® 
Franks and Gauls,” in the National Review for October i860, »inc® 
reprinted in my first series of Historical Essays. 
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Britain, Anyhow, the languages of the two nations were 
closely allied ; their institutions were very similar, those 
of England being doubtless the more advanced and regu- 
larly organized of the two. Religion formed the main 
difference between them ; but the Danes in England soon 
adopted the Christian faith^ and they were followed, after 
no very great interval^ by their brethren in Denmark. 
Thus the Danish settler in England, when once baptized, 
readily became an Englishman, differing from the Angle 
or the Saxon only as the Angle and the Saxon differed 
from one another. This absorption into a kindred nation 
is less remarkable than the fact that the same people in 
another land adopted, with not much greater difficulty, a 
language and culture which was wholly alien to them. 
For, as the Danes who settled in England became English- 
men^ so the Danes who settled in Gaul equally became 
Frenchmen. The Normans of the eleventh century were * 
men of Scandinavian descent who had cast away every 
outward trace of the language, manners, and feelings 
which made them kindred to Englishmen^ and had adopted 
instead the language, manners, and feelings of Latin 
France. Before they landed in England, they had become 
Frenchmen ; though still proud of the Norman name, they 
were content, as speakers of the French tongue, to call 
themselves Frenchmen in distinction from the Teutonic 
English.^ No doubt the old Scandinavian element was 
still at work within them ; it made them Frenchmen on 
a far nobler and grander scale than other Frenchmen, and 
it enabled them, when they had once settled in England, 
unconsciously but surely to become Englishmen. Still, 
when they followed their Duke to the conquest of England, 
they were in every outward respect no longer Scan- 
dinavians but Frenchmen. In a word, they were no 
longer Northmen but Normans ; the change in the form 
^ See Appendix A. 
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of the name aptly sets forth the change in those who chap. tv. 
bore it.^ 

§1. General E[fecfs of the Scandinavian Set f lenient s in Gaul, 

The settlement of the Northmen in (lanl, and their eon- Import- 
sctpieni ehan^' into Normans, is ilie great continental ^ 

event of the first half of the tenth eentniy; it (dialhaiges 
a place alongside ot‘ tin* restoration of tln‘ f]m]>ire by OUo 
in th e second half. Its beginnings indec'd might s(‘Cni Uompari- 
small. A band oi‘ S(‘andinavian pirates settled in NortluTii HotiK-nu'ntK 
(laiil, t'xaetlv as another band of Searnlinavian i)irat(‘s had, 
thirty y(‘ars hetbri*, sidtled in Kast(‘rn Hritain. In both 
eases the sovereign of the? invadc^d land found it. (‘xpi^diimt 
to siH'ure the safety of the r(‘st of his dominions, by siir- 
rend(‘ring a port ion of tlnni to the invadi'r and by reipiiring 
baptism and nominal homage as guarantiees tor p(‘aee and 
good n(‘i <rltl )ourhood. The s(‘ttlement of liolf in N(‘ustria 
exactly answers to the settlement of (iuthrum in lOast- 
Anglia. Charles the Simple and his coun8(‘llors may widl 
liave justifu‘d their act by cpioting the (‘xamplc* of yfi lin'd 
himself. Hut the results of tin.* two evmits were widely 
different. The Kast-Anglian and Northumlirian Danes 
were fused into the general mass of lOnglishrnen, and 
they were soon distinguished from other lOnglishnu'n by 
nothing more than mere proviiu^ial diHereiKtes. Hut the KohuUh of 
settlemei^t of llolf in Neiistria had far wider results. It 
affected the later history of all Kurope. Tlu* Seandina- 

* general 

vians in Gaul embraced the ereed^ the language, and tin; hintury. 
manners of their Hreneh neigliboun^ without losing a whit 
of their old Scandinavian vigour and Iov(? of adviaiturc. 

The people thus formed became the foremt)st apostles alike 
of French chivalry and of Latin Christianity. They were 
the Saracens of Christendom, spreading themselves over 
* See A[»pendix T. 
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CHAP. IV. every corner of the world and appearing in almost every 
Their pro- character. They were the foremost in devotion, the 
devotion fervent votaries of their adopted creed, the most 

lavish in gifts to holy places at home, the most unwearied 
in pilgrimages to holy places abroad. And yet none knew 
better how to hold their own against Pope and prelate ; 
the special children of the Church were as little dis- 
posed to unconditional obedience as the most stiff-necked 
and in war. of Ghibelines. And they were no less the foremost in 
war; they were mercenaries, crusaders, plunderers, con- 
Change querors ; but they had changed their element and they 

tactiS*^ had changed their mode of warfare. No Norman fleets 

now went forth on the errand of the old wikings ; the 
mounted knight and the unerring bowman had taken the 
place of the elder tactics which made the fortress of shields 
invincible. North, south, east, the Norman lances were 
lifted ; and they were lifted in the most opposite of causes. 
Their ex- Norman warriors pressed into the remotest East to guard 
the Eastern Eastern Christendom against the first Turkish invader;^ 
Empire, other Norman warriors were soon found to be the most 
dangerous enemies of Eastern Christendom in its own 
1071. home. If the Norman fought by the side of Romanos at 

1081. Manzikert, he threatened the Empire of Alexios with 

overthrow at Dyrrhachion. His conquests brought with 
in-England, them the most opposite results in different lands. To free 
in Sicily. England he gave a line of oppressors ; to enslaved Sicily he 
gave a line of beneficent rulers. But to England he gave 
also a conquering nobility, which in a few generations 
became as truly English in England as it had become 
French in Normandy, , If he overthrew our Harolds and 
our Waltheofs, he gave us a Fitzvvalter and a Bigod to 
win back the rights for which Harold and Waltheof had 
fallen. In the arts of peace, like his Mahometan proto- 

^ Will. Piet. 145. “HujusmilitesNormannipossident Apul^m, devicere 
Siciliam, propugnant Constantinopolim, ingerunt metum Babylon! 
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types, he invented nothing; but he learned, adapt e<l, im- chap. iv. 
proved, and disseminated everything. He ransacked 
Europe for scholars, poets, theologians, and artists. At ihruh on 
Roiien, at Palermo, and at Winchester, lie welcomed pierit welcome of 
in men of every race and every language. He guided 
Lanfranc and Anselm from Lombaixly to Eec and from 
Bee to Canterbury. Art. under his ausj)iees, jirodueed 
alike the stern grandeur of Caen and Ely and the brilliant 
gorgeousness of Palermo and Monreale. In a word, the 
indomitable vigour of the Scandinavian, joined to the 
buoyant vivacity of <he Gaul, jiroduced the corKpiering 
^nd ruling race of Euro])e. And yet that rae(\ as a race, DiHapppAr- 
has vanished. It has everywhere been a))sorb(‘d by t he 
races which it has oon(|uered. From both Sicilies the ^*‘*‘‘^* 
Norman has vanished as though he had m^ver b(‘en. And 
there too have vanislied along with him tlu* races which 
he used as his instruments, and which he alone taught to 
work in harmony. Greek, Saracen, and Norman have 
alike disapj)(‘ared from the realm of good King William. 

In our own land the fattj of the Norman has been difl’erent. Rritain. 
He abides in his lineage and in his works, but he is 
Norman no longer. He has settled in every corner of the 
British islands; into every corner of those islands he has 
carried with him the inborn qualities of his own race, but 
in every comer of those islands he has assumed the out- 
ward characteristics of the races among which ho settled. 

The Scottish Bruce or the Irish Geraldine passed from 
Scandinavia to Gaul, from Gaul to England, from England 
to his own portion of our islands ; but at each migration 
he ceased to be Scandinavian, French, or English ; his 
patriotism was in each case transferred to his new country, 
and his historic being belongs wholly to the home which he 
had last won. In England itself the Norman has vanished 
from sight no less than from Apulia and insular Sicily. He 
has sunk beneath the silent and passive influence of a race 
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less brilliant but more enduring* than his own. The Norman 
has vanished from the worlds but he has indeed left a name 
behind him. Of him came Richard the Fearless and 
Willjam the Bastard ; of him came that Robert whose foot 
was first placed upon the ransomed battlements of the 
Holy City, and that mightier Robert who in one year 
beheld the Caesars of East and West flee before him.^ 
And of his stock, far more truly than of the stock of 
Imperial Swabia, came the Wonder of his own and of all 
succeeding ages,^ — poet^ scholar, warrior, legislator — the 
terror and the marvel of Christendom and of Islam — the 
foe alike of Roman Pontiffs and of Moslem Sultans — who 
won alike the golden crown of Rome and the thorny 
crown of Salem — dreaded in one world as the foremost 
champion of Christy cursed in another . as the apostate 
votary of Mahomet — the gay, the brave, the wise, the 
relentless, and the godless Frederick. 

But on no country was the effect of the Scandina- 
vian settlement in Gaul so deep as it was on Gaul 
itself. It may sound like a strange paradox, but there 
can be little doubt that it was the settlement of the 
Northern pirates which finally made Gaul French in the 
modern sense. Their settlement was made during the 
transitional period of West-Frankish history. The modern 
French nation and language were just beginning to appear. 
Paris, not yet the capital^ had been found to be the most 


^ Guil. App. apud Murat, vol. v. p. 274 ; 

“ Sic uno tempore victi 

Sunt terrae domini duo ; rex Alemannicus iste, 

Imperii rector Romani maximus ille : 

Alter ad arrna mens armis superatur, et alter 
Nominis auditi sola fonnidine cessit.” 

Cf. Roger of Howden (404) with his wild account of Robert Wiscard, copied 
from Benedict, ii. 200. 

^ Matt. Paris, p. 804, Wats. “ Principum mundi maximus Fredericus, 
Stupor quoque mundi et immutator mirabilis.” P. 806. Stupor mundi 
Fredericus.” 
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important military post in the kingdom, and the lords of chap. n. 
Paris had shown themselves to be its most vigorous de- 
fenders. The tenth century was a period of struggle VvyM of 
between the Teutonic and the Romance tongues, betweei\ 

Laon and Paris, between the descendants of (^luirles the 

^ hh; -9H7. 

Great and the descendants of Robei't the Strong.* Tlie 
Norman stepped into the scene of confusion, and he finally 
decided tlic quarrel in favour of the Friuich dynasty of 
Paris against the Frankish dynasty of Laon. Modern Origan of 
France, we must ever remember, has no ])art or lot in 
either of the two dynasties whose associations slu' so per- 
sistently usurps, the Karlings and their predeci'ssors the 
Merwings. Till the ninth century there was no g(*ogra- 
phical division which at all answered to moiI(‘rn f^rance.- 
Charles the Great more than once contemplated a division 
of his Empire; but not one of his jiroposed divisions coin- 
cided oven in the roughest way with the limits of the 
kingdom of the Valois and the Bourbons. Mo(h‘rn France First 

• r* • 1* • i ' 1 T • • 1*1 of 

makes its first indistinct app(‘arancc in the division winch inodrrn 
was made on the death of Lewis tin* Pious. Tlun, for the 


first time, Northern and SoutluTn Gaul, Neusiria and 
Aquitaine, wxu’c united to make the kingdom of (/harli^s 
the Bald. Tlie kingdom thus formed was the first gcTin of 
modern France. It roughly answers to its geograj)]n(;al 




* This time* nf strugt^le Ih the of tlio HOCfnul vctluTuo of Sir FranciK 

Palgravc’H Hintory of Normandy and England. I’ho (;l)ara<;tcr of tho 
period cannot he belter Huninici<l up than it ih by Wi<bikind, lib. i, e. 29; 

Unde usque bodie certaineii ent de regno Karolorurn wtirpi et pfjKteriH 
Odoniw, concertatio (pioque regibuH Karolorurn et orientaliuin Francoruni 
super regno Lotharii.” On the force of these naines wee Aj»poudix T. 

I understand l>y “modern Franco” the extent of territ<»ry which, 
before the annexations at the expense of the Empire began, was h(dd either 
by the King of the French in domain or by princes who held of him in 
fief. From the France of 1870 we must take away the French part of 
Henncgaii, Lothrit»gen and the three Ifishopricks, Elsa“H, the county of 
Burgundy, Savoy, Lyons, Bresse, the Dauphiny, Provence, Nizza, and 
Corsica. We must add the still independent part of Flanders, the county 
of Barcelona^ and the Channel Islands. 
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CHAP. IV. extent, and, what is still more to the purpose, we see that 
a new nation, with a new language, was springing up 
843. within it. The final settlement of Verdun confirmed the 
existence of the new kingdom. The Empire was then 
divided into three kingdoms, the Western, the Eastern, 
and the narrow debateable ground between them, known 
as Lotharingia. This last kingdom fell to pieces, while 
the kingdoms on each side of it grew, flourished, and con- 
tended for its fragments. These are the two kingdoms of 
the East and the West Franks, which we are already sorely 
tempted to call by the familiar names of Germany and 
Prance. 


Union un- 
der Charles 
the Third. 
885-887. 


Division of 
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Kingdoms 
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importance 
of Paris. 


Neustria and Aquitaine were never again formally sepa- 
rated till the Peace of Bretigny in the fourteenth century.^ 
Neustria and Austrasia, the kingdoms of the Western and 
the Eastern Franks, were never again united except during 
the ephemeral reign of Charles the Third or the Fat. 
That Emperor, the last who reigned over both the Eastern 
and the Western Franks,^ was deposed by common consent 
of his various Kingdoms. Four kingdoms now appeared, 
answering to those of Germany, Italy, France, and Bur- 
gundy. And now a more important step still was taken 
in the direction of modern France. The Western Franks 
took to themselves a new dynasty and a new capital. 
Since the death of the great Charles, the city on the 
Seine, the old home of Julian, had been gradually rising 
in consequence. It plays an important part during the 


^ That is, Aquitaine was, up to the Peace of Bretigny, always held in 
nominal vassalage to France, but, except during the momentary occupation 
when Philip the Fair had outwitted Edmund of Lancaster, no Parisian 
King was immediate sovereign of Bourdeaux till Aquitaine finally lost its 
independence in the fifteenth century. 

^ Charles the Third is commonly said to have reunited the whole Empire 
of Charles the Great, and he certainly reigned over Germany, Italy, 
Lotharingia, and the Western Kingdom; but he never obtained the 
immediate sovereignty of the Kingdom of Burgundy, founded by Boso in 
879. Boso was succeeded by Rudolf. 
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reign of his son Lewis the Pious. Characteristically chat. iv. 
enough, Paris first appears in Carolingian history as the 830. 
scene of a conspiracy against her Teutonic master. There 
it was that the rebels assembled who seized and imprisoned, 
and at last deposed, the pious Emperor.^ Later in the ninth the 
century Paris won for herself a more honourable renown ; wark 
she became the bulwark of Gaul against the inroads of the 
Northmen. The pirates soon found out the importance of 
the position of the city in any attack or defence of Gaul 
on her northern side. The Seine, and Paris uj)on the 
Seine^ now became the great objects of Scandinavian 
attack. Thrice in the reign of Charles the Paid did the 
invaders enter the city. At last a new power was formed, F<>nnatio»i 
chiefly with the object of defending Gaul from t heir March of 
attack. A large district was granted in fiet by Charles 
the Bald to llobert the Strongs as a march or bonier 
territory, to be defended against the invading Northman 
and the rebellious Breton. And of this march, under 
Robert’s son Odo, Paris became the head. The power 
thus formed was destined to a career which sccuns not 
unusual for such frontier districts. Home hcrs(‘lf, then 
still the home of Empire, had begun her own (*areer as 
a march of the Latin against the Etruscan. So, in later 
times, the Mark of Brandenburg, the outlying d(*fcnce of 
Germany against the Slave, and the Eastern Mark, her out- 
lying defence against the Magyar, have, under the names of 
Prussia and Austria, ecli])sed the older names of Saxony, 

Swabia, Bavaria, and Eastern Erancia. So it was with 
this outlying march granted to Count llobert by Charles 
the Bald. Paris now became a centre, a capital ; if not 
a royal, at least a ducal, city. The fief of llobert grew 

* **The City of Revolutions beginj? her real hintory by the firnt French 
Revolution.” Palgrave, i. 283, (Referencc« **PalgTave” will, for the 
future, mean the “History of Normandy and England,” not the “ English 
^Jpommoxiweal th .”) 

r 
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uHAP. IV, into the duchy of France, and the duchy of France grew 
into the kingdom. Robert himself became the forefather 
of the first Capets, of the Valois, and of the Bourbons, 
Paris de- The great siege of Paris by the Northmen, and its gallant 
fended by Count Odo^ or Elides, the son of Robert, 

885-886. greatly raised the position alike of the city and of its lord. 

On the deposition of Charles the Third ineffectual attempts 
were indeed made on behalf of other candidates, but, in the 
Odo elected end. Count Odo was elected and consecrated to what now 
888 ° begins to be called the Kingdom of France, a kingdom over 
1848. which his descendants were still reigning thirty years ago.^ 
Odo of Paris then became “ Rex Francorum,” in a sense 
which, as applied to his family, we cannot better represent 
than by the title of ‘‘ King of the French.” His own 
family was of German descent ; - but, throughout the fol- 
lowing century, his dynasty represents, perhaps quite 
unconsciously, the growing French nationality, just as the 
dynasty of Laon represents the decaying Teutonic element. 
The Dukes and Kings of Paris spoke French long before 
the end of the tenth century, while the Karlings of Laon 
still spoke their ancestral Frankish.*'^ The hundred years’ 
struggle between the Carolingian house at Laon and the 
Capetian^ house at Paris now begins. This period falls 
naturally into two stages. In the first stage, the lords of 
Paris directly disputed the crown with the heirs of 
Charles ; in the second, they preferred the position of king- 
makers to that of Kings. Odo was elected as the hero of 

^ On the sieges of Paris and the origin of the Parisian dynasty, see more 
in Historical Essays, first series, “ The Early Sieges of Paris.” 

^ Richer, i. 5. “ Hie [Odo] patrem habuit ex equestri ordine Rotbertum ; 

avum vero paternum, Witichinum advenam Germanum.’* 

^ See Appendix V. 

* I use this familiar name prospectively, as I know not what other to 
put in its place. I may add that Capet was at no time really a family name, 
as people fancied during the French Revolution, and ludicrously described 
Lewis the Sixteenth as Louis Capet.” 
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the sie^e of Paris, the true champion of Gaul and of cu.m*. i\, 
Christendom. But he soon found a rival in riiarl(‘s (luM'iuiilt> 
Simple, whose only claim was the doubtful belief that the * 

blood of his ^reat namesake flowed in liis vtMiis. It was in 
the course of his troubled rei^n that the Sc'andinavian 
invaders made that setthanent in Gaul wliieh ^avw into 
the Norman dueliy. It was at his liauds that tlie lirst 
Norman Duke received the investiture of liis dominions. 

But the settlement was made at the imimuliatc* cost, not 
of the Carolino'ian Kino* at Ijaon, but of tin' Capetian 
Duke at Paris. It was from France^ in the striett st s(‘nse, 
tliat Normandy was cut off. The lord of Rouen now .sti'pjx'd 
in as a kind of umpire betwc'en tin* two rival powtu’s, and 
throug'hout tlu; whole struo*o*le oi‘ tin* eontury no (juestion 
was of g'rc'ater importanei* than \slu*tlu‘r tin* j)ower of 
Normandy should be arrayed on the sid<‘ of Paris or on th(‘ 
side of Laon. We have now to record tlH‘ history of the 
Norman scdtlenumt its(‘lf, and tin* history of the Normans 
in Gaul dui’ini^* tlie p<‘riod ot' stru<^i>*h‘, and to show 
how im])ortant an element tlicy w<*re in (h'ternnnirj;^* the 
controversy in favour of the competitor most foreign to 
their own aneient Idood and sjK-ecli. 

§ 2. Sfltlchicnf (hn/ Jir/f/n of 91 1-927. 

Tlie history of tlie ravages of tin; Northmen within the 
Empir{‘, and of their final settlement in Northorn (»aul, iianlnif 
reads like the tale of their ravages ami settleimuits in our 
own island told ag-ain. Their incursions into the two and witliin 

. Pit 1 rni • Rfa* 

countries were olb‘n closely connected, J lie same armies pjro. 
and the same leaders are often heard of in Britain and 
in Gaul, and each country drew a certain advantage from 
the sufferings of the other. Each often enjoyed a season 
of comparative rest while the other was und(*rgoing some 
unusually fearful devastation. The two sbiries are nearly 
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the same, except that the Gaulish part of the tale especially 
reads, so to speak, like one long reign of -®thelred from 
the very beginning. There is nothing at all answering 
to our long succession of great and victorious Kings from 
iElfred onwards. That such was the case was not wholly 
the fault of the princes who reigned in any part of the 
Empire. The power of the great Charles had kept the 
heathen in awe, but it is not granted to every man to 
be a Charles or even an ^thelstan. When the great 
Emperor was gone, when the terror of his name was 
forgotten, ceaseless internal divisions made his Empire an 
easy prey. Those divisions were themselves inevitable, 
but they brought with them their inevitable consequences ; 
the land lay open, almost defenceless, before the enemy. 
Indeed the divisions were actually more fatal because they 
were not complete ; the very amount of unity which the 
Empire still kept proved a further source of weakness. 
The Empire did not at once split up into national king- 
doms, divided by ascertained boundaries, each of them 
actuated by a national feeling . and capable of national 
resistance to an invader. The state of things was not 
unlike the elder state of things in the days of the tyrants 
or provincial Emperors. In those days each ambitious 
general gave himself out as Ca3sar and Augustus ; he 
aspired to the whole Empire, and he held such portions 
of it as he could win and keep. So now every King 
was a King of the Franks, ready to hold so much of the 
common Frankish realm as he could win and keep. 
Between potentates of this kind there could hardly 
be either the same foj-mal alliances, or the same sort of 
international good understanding, which may exist be- 
tween really distinct nations, each of which is assured 
of its own position. None of the rival Kings could feel 
sure that any other King would help him against the 
common enemy. None of them could feel sure that some 
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other King* might not seize the opportunity of a Danish chap. iv. 
inroad to deprive him of his kingdom, or even that he 
might not league himself with the heathen invaders 
against liim. It followed therefore that the invaders 
never encountered the whole strength of tlie Km pin', that 
they seldom encountered the whole strength even of any 
one of its component kingdoms. The Carolingian j)rine('s, 
as far as mere vigour and ahility goes, have bec'u grossly 
and unfairly depreciated.^ The truth is that most of them 
were men of by no means contemptible natural gifts, but 
that they w'ere, partly by their own fault, ))artly by force 
of circumstances, placard in a position in which they <*ould 
not use their real vigour and ability to any good purpost'. 

Thus the whole second half of the* ninth century is taken 
up with almost uninterrupted incursions of the Sean* 
dinavian pirates on the whole coast of both the I]ast(‘rn 
and the Western kingdoms. Ciermany indeed, owing to Position of 
the inland position of the gn^ater part of In'r territory, 
remained comparatively unscatlu'd. Sin* suffered far more 
from the Mag3^ars than she suffered from the Northmen. 

Still the whole Saxon and Frisian coast was as eruc'IIy 
ravaged as any other part of Europe, and tin' grt'at rivers 
afforded the heathens the means of making their way far 
into the interior of the country. The Western Kingdom, tiauJ, 
with its far greater extent of sea-board, suffen'd far more 
severely than the Eastern. Even the Mnditerran(‘an coasts Italy* 
of Burgundy" and Italy were not wholly spared,^ though 
in those seas the Northman was less to he dreaded tharj 
the Saracen, In all these countries we find the same kind 
of devastations which we find in England* In the course 


* Sir Francis Palgrave has altogether uj>«et tlio vulgar error which Iwks 
091 the later Karlinga as a line of utterly incapable KingM, lik<j Ihe later 
MerwingH, No two Ketn of men could I>e more completidy di/ferent both in 
|Kwition and in character. 

• See the Htory of the taking of Luna by mistake for Itome, Dudo, 65. 

VOL. I* M 



162 


HISTORY OF NORMANDY. 


CHAP. IV. 

Infetancea 
of resist- 
ance to the 
invaders. 


Victory of 
Arnulf, 
891 ; 

of Lewis, 
881. 


The ra- 
vages cease 
as tlie 
Northmen 
settle and 
become 
French, 


No attempt 
at political 
conquest, 
as in 
England. 


of the history^ we come across many noble examples of 
local resistance to the invaders, and several examples of 
considerable victories gained over them. But we nowhere 
find any such steady check put to their progress as marks 
the first half of the tenth century in England. That is 
to say, no Carolingian prince had the means, even if he had 
the ability, to carry out the vigorous policy of Eadward 
the Elder. Yet it would be unjust to withhold their due 
share of honour from several kings and princes who at 
least did what they could. The Emperor Arnulf in tlic 
East,^ the young King Lewis in the West,^ gained glorious 
and, for the moment, important victories over the invaders, 
and the triumph of Lewis is commemorated in one of the 
earliest surviving efforts of High-German poetry.^ The 
great siege of Paris and its defence by Odo have already 
been spoken of as among the determining causes which led 
in the end to the change of dynasty. But such victories 
were, after all, mere momentary checks ; they delivered one 
part of the country at the expense of another, and the evil 
went on till it was gradually cured by various indirect 
means. As in England, the Northmen gradually changed 
from mere plunderers into conquerors and settlers. Instead 
of ravaging the whole country, they occupied portions of 
it. Thus they gradually changed, not only into members 
of the general commonwealth of Christendo,m but into 
Frenchmen, distinguished from other Frenchmen only by 
the large share of their inborn Scandinavian vigour which 
they still kept. As the North became more settled and 
Christianized, as it began to form a political system of 
its own, the mere piratical incursions gradually ceased, but 
the attempt at a complete conquest of the whole country, 
which was successfully tried in England, was never 

* Regino in Anno (Pertz, i. 602), and our own Chronicles. 

^ On the battle of Saulcourt, see the Chronicle in Duchesne, p. 4. 

^ The Ludwig died will be found in Max Muller’s German Classics, p. 37 * 
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attempti'd in Ciaul. No Kinpf of all IVninavk or of all cnAr. iv. 
Norway over tried to displace Ji Kin^ of the West- Franks 
and to rei^n in liis stead over his kingdom. The ir.sular 
position of Britain, the orii^inal kindred ])etween Danes 
and Enj^’lislnnen, the actual O(‘eupation of so lar^e a 
portion of the country hy earlier Danish settlers, all lu‘lped 
to make such a desii*-n ])ossihle in k]n^land, vvlnle even the 
powers of Swet^iui or Chiut (H)uld hardly have sueecrded 
in carrying out such a seluane in (Jaul. 

Th(* Nortlnuen settled largely in CJaul, hut they nowh(*re Scjitioml 
occupied any sueli lar^^c^ unbroken hW(M‘j> ol tiTritory 
that whieli l)eeauie tlu^ Ih'iudmjn in kaii^land. No such 
lar^e <*xtent of coast lay so invitingly opcai to tln‘m, and 
it does not ap[)ear that tliere was any oiu* Danish invasion 
of (iaul on so ^riait a scale as the oT(*at Danish invasion of 
England undiT In^war and lluhha. Tlu‘ Danish M ill(‘- 
ments in CJaul wen* thereioro seatter(‘<l, whih* in h!n^land 
they wt‘r(‘ continuous. The Dan(‘s in l'hi;;land th<*ri‘for(‘, 
though they ^»'radually became Kng’lishrmai, still kept (»n 
a distinct local existen(a‘ and local fadings, and they <‘on- 
tinned to form a distinct and important elenuait in the 
country. Hut the Danish setthu's in CiauI, luddin^^’ a 
district her(‘ and a district th(*rc, sank much more eoin- 
pletely inti) tin* ^nmeral mass of the inhabit ants. Some of 
these set tlermmts were a O()od way inland, like 1 fasting’s 
settlement at Chart n‘s.^ Haj^nald too oecupi(*<l, at least 
fora while, tin* country at the mouth of tint Loire.^ Hut 
these setth'inents led to no permanent n*Kults. One alone 
among the Scandinavian settlements in (Jaul was destined 

* See BenoJt rle 8te. More, p. 76, and M. MicJier» note. Cf. Dudo, 

p. 66. 

• See Flod. A. 923, 930 (Pertz, iii. 379), et paiw. On the Ix>ire, an at 
Snyeux, the Norrnans had Saxon forerunuem. Greg. Tur, ii. JS, 19 1 
'SSmis 9 j 386. 


M % 
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to play a real part in history. This was the settlement 
of Rolf or Rollo at Rouen. 

This settlement, the kernel of the great Norman Duchy, 
had, I need hardly say, results of its own and an import- 
ance of its own which distinguish it from every other 
Danish colony in Gaul. But it is well to bear in mind 
that it was only one colony among several, and that, when 
the grant was made, it was probably not expected to be 
more lasting or more important than the others. But, 
while the others soon lost any distinctive character, the 
Rouen settlement lasted ; it grew, it became a power in 
Europe, and in Gaul it became even a determining power. 
It is perhaps the unexpected developement of the Rouen 
settlement, together with the peculiar turn which Norman 
policy soon took, which accounts for the bitterness of 
hatred with which the Northmen of Rouen are spoken 
of by the French writers down to at least the end of the 
tenth century. By that time they had long been Christian 
in faith and French in speech, and yet the most truly 
French writer of the age can never bring himself to speak 
of them by any other name than that of the Pirates} To 
this feeling we see nothing at all analogous in English 
history. We see traces of strong local diversities, some- 
times rising into local jealousies, between the Danes in. 
England and their Anglian and Saxon neighbours ; but 
there is nothing to compare with the full bitterness of 
hatred which breathes alike in the hostile rhetoric of 
Richer and in the ominous silence of the discreet Flodoard. 

The lasting character of his work at once proves that 
the founder of the Rouen colony was a great man ; but he 
is a great man who must be content to be judged in the 
main by the results of his actions. The authentic history 


^ “Richardus pyratarum dux apoplexia minore periit” is one of the last 
entries in the history of Richer (t. ii. p. 308, Guadet). 
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of Rolf, Rollo, or Roii,^ may be summed uj> iii a very sliovl kuw . iv. 
space. We have no really contemporary narrative of his 
actions, unless a few meai^re and uncertain cntrit‘s in some 
of the Frankish annals may he thou^'ht to deserve that 
name. I cannot look on the narrative of our 0!u‘ Norman 
writer, put toi^ether, from tradition and under courtly 
influence, a hundred yi'ars after the settlement^ as at all 
entitled to im[)licit belief. Fven less faith is due to 
Northern Sai;*as put toi4ether at a still later time. Tlu^ 

Freiu'h authors a^aiii are themstdves not eouttanpoiary,- 
and tlieir noti<‘es are exe(‘(*din^ly l)ri(‘f. I tluu-efore do not 
feel my>(‘lf at all called upon to uarrat(‘ in (h‘lail the 
exploits \vhi(‘h an* attributed to llolf in the time before 
his final settlement. He is d(‘seribed as having Ix'en Kurlirr 
eng'ag’ed in the ('ailing of a wikin^i^ both in (laid and in 
Britain for nearly forty y<‘ars before bis linal oeeupat-ion ‘ ^ 

of Uouen,'' and he is said to have enter(‘d into friiuidly 
relations with a King .'Kthelstan in Ihigland. This 
i 3 ^tht*lhtan has be(‘n confounded, in th(‘ t<*(*th of all 
chronology, with oiir great ^Kthelstan, hut it is (‘h*ar 
that the person intended is (inihruir)-yFt ludstan of lOasi- 

* The genuine name ih Jfiof/r, /^»//, in vanoiiH sjn'IlingH. The tnie 
French funu iw lu/u. The Jove of tli<* OiU-French Unjgue for making all 
nouns enU in l}iat is, for making tin m all of th«' soojjml U»T]<'Uhifni, mndo 
this into Jhiun^ and heme (*ame a strani,'e Latin form Untitg I'he true 
Iifitin form is Ho/h^ like (’nuto, Srmo, Ae. From this r>ati»i ff*rrri mod<*rn 
French wnterN have, <»<ld!y enough, imwle a fonn Kollon, 'riie Ktrangent 
form is RinUit, which <Ha;urH in a late manuHcrij>t of the FnghMi Chroidclcn 
(A. 87'^K Thorpc’rt cd.). This wa'* < h arly im ant U» be an Knglish fonn (»f 
Mollo, 'I'he Engli**}! maHculine cmling a wan HulistitfiUsl for the Jjatin o, 

|uet as (fifto and 0«lo are in English O'lVn and (hla. I'ho W'riter also clearly 
thought that Rollo was a narmj of the same ty|H3 as Iio)>ert and other«, and 
bo fancie<i that hy putting in a d he was resU^ring it to iUt g<*rn)ine 
Taut >11 ic shape. 

* Fhsl oard was perhaps conteni{K)rary with the settlement, but we have 
DO narrative <>f those years from his hand. Richer, if ho was very old 
when be die<l, may have been an infant at the time of the settlement, but 
that is all. 

* Dudo, 75 C. 
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Anglia.^ In all this there is nothing improbable, but 
we can hardly look upon it as certain. And the exploits 
attributed to Rolf are spread over so many years,^ that we 
cannot help suspecting that the deeds of other chieftains 
have been attributed to him, perha]>s that two leaders of 
the same name have been confounded. Among countless 
expeditions in Gaul, Britain, and Germany, we find Rolf 
charged with an earlier visit to Rouen, ^ with a share in 
the great siege of Paris, and with an occupation or 
destruction of Bayeux.'' But it is not till we have got 
some way into tlie reign of Charles the Simple, not till we 
have gone through several years of the tenth century, that 
Rolf begins clearly to stand out as a personal historic 
reality. lie now appears in possession of Rouen, or of 
whatever remains of that city had outlived his former 
harryings. Prom that starting-point he attacked Chartres. 
Beneath the walls of that city he underwent a defeat at 
the hands of the Dukes Rudolf of Burgundy and Robert of 
Paris, which was attributed to the wonder-working powers 
of the great local relic, the under-garment of the Virgin. ’ 
But this victory, like most victories over the Northmen, 
had no tasting effect. Rolf was not dislodged from Rouen, 
nor was his career of havoc and conquest at all seriously 
checked. But, just as in the case of Guthrum in England, 
his evident disposition to settle in the country suggested 
an attempt to change him from a wasting enemy into a 
peaceable neighbour. The Peace of Clair-on-Epte was the 
fellow of the Peace of Wedmore, and King Charles and 
Duke Robert of Paris most likely had the Peace of Wed- 
more before their eyes. A definite district was granted 


^ Lappenberg (Thorpe), ii. 60. 

^ In some accounts he seems to appear even earlier than 876. Duchesne, 
25 D. 

^ Dudo, 75 D. * Ib. 77 C. 

® Dudo, 80 B. Cf. Duchesne, 25 A, 34 B. 


» Ib. C, D. 
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to Rolf, for winch he became the KingfV vassal ; he was chap. iv. 
admitted to baptism, and received the Kin<^’s natural 
daughter in marriage. And, just as in the English case, 
the territory granted was not ])art of the King’s immediate 
dominions. No part of Wessex was granted to (luthnim ; 
he was merely confirmed in the possession of the lands 
which he had already compiered at the c'xpimse of the 
otlier J'higlish kingdoms. yKirnnl, as 1 have already 

. of tlu* 0(‘s- 

shown,^ though he lost as an over-lord, gaiiu'd as aUKiontoUu? 

immediate sovertugn by the eloser incorporation of a large ^ 

part of ]\rer(a‘a with his own kingdom. (diarh's also 

gained by the settlenumi of Rolf, though certainly not in 

the same direct NNay. His immediat(‘ territories wen^ not 

increased, but tluy were at least not diminished; the 

grant to Itolf was madt‘ at the cost, not of the Frankish 

King at Tiaon but of the French l)uk<* at Paris. The Tliocowsion 

district ceded to Rolf was part of tlu‘ great Neust rian the cv- 

nuireh or dindiy which had b(‘en granted to Odo of J\*iris, 

and which was now ludd b^ his brother Duke PoluTt. 

Rouen was thus, from the very beginning, sornetbing 
taken away from Paris, and whi(di cut olf Paris from the 
sea. Still the Parisian ducdiy was not so utterly broken 
u}) as tlie kingdoms of Northumberland, f]ast- Anglia, and 
]Mer(u‘a had becm ; the King had tliercfore no o})porlunity 
of annexing any part of the dominions of Rob(*rl, as 
iElfred had of aniH‘xing a. large part of tiui doiTiinions 
of Rurhred. Still (diarh‘s was strengthened indirectly. 

Duke Roland had to yield to manif<*st destiny. He 
had lost Rouen, and his only way to keep Paris was to 
enter into friendly relations with the new lord of Rouen. 

Robert was therefore the chief mover in the whole JVominent 
business; he was Rolf’s godfather at his baj)tism and gave of 
him his own Christian name. The Duke thus made the 
most of his loss ; but to the King the transaction was a 
* Se« aljove, p. 53. 
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distinct gain. He got two vassals instead of one, two 
vassals whose relations to one another were likely to he 
dangerous^ and between whom it might often be easy to 
play off one against the other. Events soon proved that 
the King had gained a far more faithful vassal in the new 
proselyte to Christianity and French culture than he 
already possessed in the turbulent and dangerous lord of 
Paris. At a later time we shall find the relations between 
Laon^ Rouen, and Paris altogether changed ; but for a 
while the Northmen of the Seine were the firmest support 
of the Carolingian throne. During all the later warfiire 
of the reign of Charles the Simple, Rolf clave steadily to 
the cause of the lord whose man he had become. The 
Duke of Rouen had no object in opposing the King of* 
Laon, while, by supporting him, he might easily gain 
an increase of territory at the expense of his nearer 
neighbours. 

The legendary details of RolPs homage to Charles are 
familiar to every one. It is a well-known tale how Rolf 
was called on to kiss the feet of his benefactor, how he 
refused with an oath, how he bade one of his followers 
to perform the degrading ceremony in his stead, how the 
rude Northman did indeed kiss the King’s foot, but only 
by lifting it to his o\vn mouth to the imminent danger of 
the monarch’s seat on his throne.^ The tale may rest on 
a true tradition, or it may be a mere invention of Norman 
vanityj in either case alike it sets forth the original spirit 
of the men who were to become the noblest representatives 
of the system within whose pale they were now entering. 
But whatever was the exact form of the homage, there 
can be no reasonable doubt that Rolf became, in the full 
sense of the word, the vassal of King Charles.^ The 
interested and extravagant Norman writers constantly 
assert an entire independence on the part of the colonists 
^ Dudo, 84 A. * See Appendix W. 
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and their chief. The land was p^ranted, but it was granted chap. iv. 
as a pure allodial possession: the Riike of tlie Normans, 

* ^ Norman 

though he did not bear the kingly title, nevcrtlieless beld, writtin. 
as a King, the monarchy of the Norman land.^ If any- 
thing, it was King Charles who swore fealty io Rolf rather 
than Rolf who swore fealty to King Charles. All this we 
may safely put aside, partly as the deliberate creation of 
Norman vanity, partly as the intlated rhetoric of an author 
who was writing as the mere laureate of the Norman 
court. The historian's own tale of the homage^ with its 
real or mythical incidents, is of itself enough to uj)set his 
constitutional theories. That Rolf did homage is ])lain 
enough, and, on Rolf’s death, his siieeessor in the dneh\^ 
renewed the homage. Rut I must again re])eat tln^ Littlo 
caution how little of real subjection is implied in su(;h 
vassalage at any time, and how purely nominal it became 
whenever the lord was weak and the vassal strong. Roll 
became King Charleses man and King (Charles became 
Rolf’s lord; but the obligation, after all, amourded to 
little more than an obligation of mutual defeiici*; all in- 
ternal sovereignty over the ceded land passed to Roll 
without reserve. In the hands of Charles the Great or of 


jd^thelstan such an over-lordship as this was a reality; in 
the hands of iEthelred or of Charles the Sim[)le it was a 
mere name. Yet Rolf undoubtedly proved a really luithful 
vassal to King Charles. No doubt his intm'cst happily 
coincided with his duty. Still we can well l^elicve that in 
a new Christian and a new vassal, and a man evidently 
disposed honestly to do his duty in liis new state of life, 
the sense of right and wrong, in this as in other respects, 
may well have been far stronger than it was in Dukes 
of Paris or Burgundy who Inul long been used to form 
and to break such engagements with equal ease. 

It must not be thought that the district now granted to 


* Bee Appendix W, 
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Rolf took in the whole of the later duchy of Normandy. 
Rouen was the heart of the new state, which took in lands 
on both sides of the Seine. From the Epte to the sea was 
its undoubted extent from the south-east to the north. 
But the western frontier is much less clearly defined. On 
the one hand, the Normans always claimed a certain not 
very well defined superiority over Britanny as part of the 
original grant. On the other hand, it is quite certain that 
Rolf did not obtain immediate possession of what was 
afterwards the noblest portion of the heritage of his 
descendants. The Bess'm, the district of Bayeux, was not 
won till several years later, and the Cotentin, the peninsula 
of Coutances, was not won till after the death of Rolf. 
The district granted to Rolf was doubtless, as in the case 
of Guthruin, mainly determined by the extent of his 
actual possessions. If, as is most likely, the Dive was the 
western boundary, the ceded territory answered to nothing 
in earlier geography, civil or ecclesiastical. It was larger 
than the diocese of Rouen; it was very much smaller 
than the province. As a new division, it had — sharing 
therein the fate of Germany and France — no recognized 
geographical name. Its inhabitants were the Northmen, 
the Northmen of the Seine, the Northmen of Rouen. The 
land itself was, till near the end of the century, simply 
the Land of the Northmen,^ a land ca])able of indefinite 
extension. So in Britain the vague description of the 
Benalagu supplanted the ancient names and boundaries of 
more than one Old-English kingdom. The title of the 
chief was as little fixed as the name of his dominions ; he 
is Prince, Duke, Count, Marquess, Patrician,^ according to 
the taste of each writer. In the mouths of vigorous and 

^ See Appendix T. 

* I cannot but think that Sir Francis Palgravo has made too much of 
this last title, which is surely only a piece of Dudonian rhetoric, like the 
'‘satrapae ” and “ archontes’* of our own charters. 
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plain-spoken enemies his people are only the Pirates, aiul envi* * * . iv, 
himself the leader of the Pirates, down to the end of the 
century.^ 

Of KolPs internal g'overnment, of the laws and institu- 
tions of the new slate, of the details of the settlement "f 
of the country, we know absolutely notliint>. Norman *v ;lUo»<)wu 

, . . only from 

tradition sets Itolf before us as the mirror of j)rinees, as its rosulta. 
the type of that class of‘ ruler which tliat a^-e most valued, 
the stern, speedy, impartial, minister of justice.^ Put we 
tnay jiKl^e of the rt*ii^*n of Kolf irom its n‘sults. V\ hat 
Normandy be(‘aine shows plainly (‘noui»h that its first 
prince must, have laaui a worthy foreruninr of our own 
Gnut. One(‘ settled in the land, h(‘ s(‘ems to hav(‘ Ix'conn' 
as ea^cr for its welfare as he had ladbre Ixh'U for its 
devastation. Il(‘ must have promoted the ^-(‘neral adop- 
tion, not only of tin* relio-ion, but of the sjxxxh and 
manners of his tiei^hbours. Otherwise Normandy could 
never hav(‘ playc'd the ])art which it. did })lay (‘V(‘n in 
the next rei,<4-iL nor could his caj)ital have become so 
thorouo-lily French as it was within a short tinu* after his 
death. Jhit of the (‘arly institutir>ns and early int(‘rnal Nn njr»)nln 
history of Normandy all records have peuished, or, more Normlm 
probably, no records ever existed. We hav(* no ehronich‘s, 
no charters, notliin^* whatever to ^aiide us but the results. 

Prom sneh indications as we have we may pt^rhaps infer Thu Hct- 
that the settlenient was, on the whole, c>f inu(*h tluj same probably 
kind as the Danish s(‘ttlement in Fn^^land. ‘ We cannot 
conceive any systematic extirpation or exi)ulsion of th(‘ tbiriinh 

... . . H<3ttlorfl<T>t 

older inliabi hints, sneh as accompanied the Fn^lish C'on- in 

qaest of Britain. At tlie same time we can well Ixdieve ****^^^‘ 

that^ after so many years of systematic havoc at the 

* See above, p. 164. 

* See the ntories in DikIo, p. 85 ; Benoit de Stc More, 71 at «efpj. 

.• On the (bvision of the land, jiiMt like the division of Northumberland 

flill Danish Mercia, see I)eppin^^ i. 125. 
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hands of the wikings, large districts may have stood 
almost as empty and untilled as if such systematic 
extirpation or expulsion had taken place. But it is 
certain that, a hundred years after the conquest, there 
was a peasantry at once oppressed enough and powerful 
enough to rise in a well-organized revolt.^ Though in 
Normandy, as in England, the condition of the private 
settlers is likely to have gradually sunk, still we cannot 
believe that any descendants of the original conquerors 
could, in so short a time, have been brought down to such 
utter bondage. These peasants must have been mainly 
the descendants of the original Gauls, with whatever 
intermixture of Roman and Teutonic elements the suc- 
cessive conquests of the country had brought with them. 
Probably the landowners, great and small, were almost 
universally of Scandinavian descent, while the remnant of 
the original population had been brought down to a state 
of serfdom. It is certain that there is nothing in English 
history at all answering to this insurrection till we come 
to the great revolt of the villains of the fourteenth 
century. This difference seems to point to a wholly 
different condition of the lower orders in the two coun- 
tries. As regards the language of Normandy, the Danish 
tongue has utterly vanished out of the land ; it had 
vanished out of the greater part of the land even before 
we reach any contemporary records ; still considerable 
vestiges, strangely disguised as they are, may to this day 
be made out in the local nomenclature. In Northern 
Gaul, just as in Eastern England, many a place lost its 
name, and took a new name from its new Scandinavian 
lord. Here and there also we find descriptive names, 
meaningless in French, but which are, with a slight effort, 
intelligible in English.^ These may, according to their 


^ See further on in this Chapter. 

* See Palgrave, i. 700 ; Lappenberg’s Anglo-Norman Kings, 97 ; and, 
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goographical position, be either remnants of the Danish chap. iv. 
speech of Rolf and his followers or remnants of the speech 
of an earlier Teutonic settlement in part of the country of 
which I shall presently have to speak. Of the early 
political condition of the duchy we have absolutely no 
account. On the absence of such information one ill us- Nornmndy 
trious incpiirer^ has grounded a theory that Normaiuly abstduto 
had no assembly, no Parliament, no Instates of any kind, 
but that the Duke, Jrarquess, Patrician, or whatevcT he is 
to be called, ruled without any restraint on his personal 
will, I confess that I find it imj)ossible to accept a 
theory so utterly repugnant to the analogy of every 
other Teutonic people. If there any truth in Norman 
tradition, the followers of Rolf, as lon^ as they stayed 
on ship-board, acknowledged no lord, and prol(‘ssed prin- 
ciples of the most extreme dcmocrati(‘ (‘cpiality.*^ lIowev(*r 
this may be, it is not likt^ly that, as soon as they were 
settled on land, they should at once cast away those free 
institutions which were common to them with all the 
other branches of the common stock. And tlu^n; is luHtfincoH 
evidence enoug’h to show that an assembly of soim^ kind action of 
was often consulted from the very beoinnin^s of tli(j 
Norman state, and especially that the transfer of the ducal 
crown from one j)rince to another was effected with mu<;h 
the same forms as the same change would have called for 
ill England.^ At the same time I fully admit that to 

more at large, Depping, ii. 339. Such namca as Difppedal (Dcef) dale) 
and Caudehec (Cold beck) are good examples. In forming local names 
from the proper names of men, the familiar Danish by often appears under 
tlie form of bmif ; but it is more usual to couple the Danish name with a 
Trench ending. ITaqueville, for instance, answers to the English JIaconhy. 

* Palgrave, ii 68, 259. 

* Dudo, 76 D. “Quo nomine vester senior fungitur? Resjrondeiunt, 

Nullo, quia aequalis jwtestatis sumus.” 

" Several examples are collected by Lappenherg, p. 19. The dealings of 
the Assembly touching the abdication of Kolf are given at large by Dudo, 
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fix the exact constitution of the Norman assembly at 
this early time would be still harder than to fix the 
exact constitution of an English Witenagemot. The 
little light which we have may perhaps enable us to 
infer that it put on an aristocratic character almost 
from the beginning. It has also been supposed that, 
unlike perhaps every other assembly of the kind, it con- 
tained no ecclesiastical members ; ^ but if this was the case 
in the earlier days of the duchy, the rule had clearly been 
relaxed before the reign of the great William. 

We must remember that w^e are now in the very thick 
of the struggle between the two dynasties of Laon and 
Paris. The Norman stepped in as if sent to be the fated 
arbiter between the two. When Rolf made his settlement, 
Charles the Simple was the acknowledged King of the 
West-Franks ; from him he received his grant ; with him 
he entered into the mutual engagements of lord and vassal. 
With him and his dynasty Rolf sided, and he probably 
saved the Carolingian crown from utter overthrow, just as 
a change of policy in his successors finally decided the 
same controversy the other way. It must be remembered 
that, in the year of Rolf ’s settlement, the Carolingian line 
came to an end in the Eastern Kingdom. The East- 
Frankish Duke Conrad was now raised to the Teutonic 
throne, and was presently followed by Henry of Saxony. 
But Lotharingia refused to acknowledge either of the 
Kings so chosen. The border-land appears throughout 
our history as ever fluctuating between the Eastern and 
Western kingdoms. But Lotharingian policy was dictated 
by one intelligible rule, that of unswerving loyalty to the 
Carolingian house, wherever its representative might be 

90 D, et seqq. So in 85 B we read, ''Jura et leges sempitemas voluntate 
principum sancitas et decretas plebi indixit.” 

^ See Depping, ii. 128, 129. 
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found. So now Lotharini^ia transferred its alle^ianee to the chap. iv. 
single Karling who still kept the royal title, and aeknow- 
lodged the King of Laon as its lord. The power of Charles tachvn 
was thus directly strengthened to the East, while it was oiuipI^h the 
indirectly strengthened by the grant to the Northmen in 
the West. This increase of ])ower on the ]Kirt of diaries 
jwobably led to the conspiracy wliicli soon broke* out against 
liim, and which issued in the election of ]tob(*rf of Paris as <>f 

T- • T 1 • 1 !• 11 1 /'ll 1 I’ailH clio- 

an opposition King. In the wars whicli followed, ( liarlesHin King, 
rested to a great (‘xtent on the arms of tin* Nori hmen, 
both Rolfs settled Northmen of the Seine and the Nortli- with 
men of the Loin*, the followe'rs of Hagnald, who liad not ^ 
yet won so distiiu't a l<)(*al habitation.’ Wlien Hobert ^ 

was killed at Soissons, his son Hugh the* (ireat relus(‘d the SoiHMtmH, 
crown for hims(‘lf. He was known as Duke of the k'nuudi, 
and, satisfied with that title, he bestowcsl the kingly name ILnlolfof 
on his lirotluT-in-lavv Rudoli*, Duke* of PremL Burgundy.'^ (*hoMrn. ^ 
Charles was afterwards treach(*rouslv seizi'd and imprisoned 

‘ * iM<*nt cTT 

by Rudolfs f(‘llow-conspin:tor Herlxu’t Count of V(*r- cijarhs at 
mandois, in the same fortress in wliich in after days a King ’ 

of Erance was imprisoned by a Duke of J^urgundy.’ Rolfs 


* Find A. 923. “ IJageiiohluH j)rin(r|)fl Nnrtinnmioruin <jiji in flnvi«) 

Ligcri versabantiir, Kanili fr(Vjn('iiti}MiH inissiH jainpr}<ir?ii cxcitjm, Frarjciani 
trails TsarMin conjnnctis sihi [)!uriiniH <*x JOmIomio pni'djitur/' 

* weM-known dtjchy of aftnr times, with Dijon for its ca|»ital. a’fiiw 
part of tlic earliest Jhirgumly always retained its €f)nnexion witli the 
kingdom of the West-Franks, while the rest formed the lUirgnndian king<loin 

of B )HO. 

^ Here Lewis the F^leventh was kept in durance hy (Iharles the Bolil, on 
which I’hilip of Coniines remarks (ii. 7), Le roy qni se vid enfenml en co 
chastoaii Ojui est petit) et force archers h la portc, n’estolt point sans doute : 
et se voyoit log/* rasibus d’une grosse tour, oil iin cointe de Veniiandois fit 
iDourir un sien prcdecesseur roy de France,” There is a curiouH notice of 
Charles's imprisonment in Thietmar of Merseljiirg (i. 13. Bert/., iii. 740 ; 
“ Fuit in ocriduh jr/artff/uH quidani rex, ab incolis Karl Sot^ id est stoliilus, 
^ronice dictus. qui ab uno suimet ducum captiis, tenebris includitur carccra- 
Hbus.” Both Thietmar and Widiikind (i. 33) attribute U) the Eastern King 
a powerful intervention in favour of Charles, which is perfectly iKirtsiblo, 
but which it is hard to find in the French writers. 
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combined policy and loyalty led him to refuse all allegiance 
to the usurpers. A war of several years followed between 
him and the French of Paris under Duke Hugh. The 
horrors of warfare were not felt on one side only. The 
Norman land was twice invaded, and Rolf’s fortress of Eu, 
its chief defence on its north-eastern border, was taken by 
storm.^ But these incursions were more than repaid in 
kind ; a large Banegeld was more than once paid to Rolf, 
and was levied throughout France and Burgundy,'^ and the 
general results of the war left Rolf in possession of a most 
important increase of territory. He obtained the district 
of Bayeux ; he obtained also a more fully recognized supe- 
riority over Britanny, and it is also distinctly asserted that 
he obtained a grant of the land of Maine.^ Rolf did not long 
survive these successes ; the year of his death is uncertain ; 
but it seems most likely that, by the consent—perhaps 
at the demand— of the estates of his principality, he re-» 
signed the government in favour of his son William, sur- 
named Longsword.^ A change in the policy of Herbert of 
Vermandois had restored Charles to freedom and to some 
nominal measure of authority* The new prince of the 
Northmen therefore paid to the true Carolingian King 


' On the siege of Eu (Auga), see Flodoard, A. 925 ; Richer, i. 49. On 
Eu, see voL iii. ch. xiL § 2. The way in which Flodoard (A. 923) 
mentions the first invasion of Normandy is remarkable; “Itta fluvio 
transito ingressus est [Rodulfus] terram, quae dudum Nortmannis ad fidem 
Christ! venientibus, ut hanc fidem colerent, et pacem haberent, fuerat 
data.” 

* See Appendix T. 

® Flod, A. 924. On Maine, see vol. iii. qh. xii, § 3. 

* Dudo gives the account in full, p. 90 et Seqq. He makes Rolf survive 

his abdication five years. Florence of Worcester makes him die in 91 7 » 
probably by omission or misreading of a letter. Richer seems (but compare 
his two versions) to kill him at Eu in 925. The one certain thing is that 
William did homage to Charles in 927. “ Karolus igitur cum Heriberto 

colloquium petit Nortraannorum ad castellum quod Auga vocatur, ibique se 
filius Rollonis Karolo cornmittit, et amicitiam firmat cum Heriberto. 
Flod. in anno. So Richer, i. 53. 
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the homage which his father liad paid before him, but cuap. iv. 
which he had steadily refused to the Parisian and Bur- 
gundian pretenders. 

The acquisition of the territory which this last war Value of 
added to the dominions of Rolf was inferior in importance acquiai-'^ 
only to the original acquisition of Rouen. And it is only 
on the ground of its being the original acquisition, the 
beginning and starting-point of tlie wliolc settlement, that 
the possession of Rouen itself can be looked on as more 
important than the possession of the noble region which 
was now added to the Land of the Northmen. Maine Maine. 


indc'cd was the most precarious of all })ossessions. The 
struggles for its retention and recovery, the adventures 
of its gallant Counts and of its no less gallant citizens, 
form no small part of the later history of the Norman 
duchy. But the acquisition of Bayeux an<l its t(3rritory TIio 
gave Normandy all that created and preserved the genuine 
and Norman eharaet(‘r; it gave her tlu^ cities which are 
adorned with the noblest works of the days of her inde- 
pendence ; it gave her the spot which was to b(» the earliest 
home of her mightie.st son. Caen, «around whose castle 
and whose abbeys so much of Norman and French history 
was to centre — Bayeux itself, the see of the mighty Odo, 
where the tale of the Conquest of England still lives in 
the ])ictured history which forms its most authentic record — 

Cerisy, with its stern and solemn minster, the character- 
istic work of the Conqueror^s lather — Falaisc, immortal 
as the birthplace of the Conqueror himself — all these 
historic spots lie within the region which the last warfare 
of tlie reclaimed wiking had added to the Norman land. 

Bayeux itself is a city whose history has an especial claim Tho Saxoh 
on the attention of Englishmen. Nowhere, out of the Bayou/; 
Old-Saxon and Frisian lands, can we find another district 
of continental Europe which is so truly a brother-land of 
our own. The district of Bayeux, occupied by a Saxon 


VOL. I. 
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colony in the latest days of the old Roman Empire^^ 
occupied again by a Scandinavian colony as the result of 
its conquest by llolf, has retained to this day a character 
which distinguishes it from every other Romance-speaking 
portion of the continent. The Saxons of Bayeux kept 
their name and their distinct being under the Frankish 
dominion ; ^ we can hardly doubt that the Scandinavian 
settlers found some parts at least of the district still 
Teutonic, and that nearness of blood and speech exercised 
over them the same influence which the same causes 
exercised over the Scandinavian settlers in England. Danes 
and Saxons were welded together into one Teutonic people, 
and they kept their Teutonic language and character long 
after Rouen had become, in speech at least, no less French 
than Paris. With their old Teutonic speech^ the second 
body of settlers seem to have largely kept their old 
Teutonic faith. We shall presently find Bayeux the 
centre of a heathen and Danish party in the duchy, in 
opposition to Rouen, the centre of the new speech and the 
new creed. The blood of the inhabitants of the Bessin 
must be composed of nearly the same elements^ mingled in 
nearly the same proportions, as the blood of the inhabitants 
of the Danish districts of England.^ To this day there is 
no Romance-speaking region of the continent in which an 
Englishman feels himself so thoroughly at home as in this 

' On the history of the Saxons of Bayeux, see Lappenberg, Anglo- 
Norman Kings, p. 2. There were also Saxon settlements in Anjou and at 
Sens. 

* In the Capitulary of Charles the Bald in 843 (Pertz, Legg. i. 426), 
which Lappenberg refers to, the ** Ot lingua Saxonia is distinguished from 
the ‘'Bagisinum.'* It might seem thaji the Saxon speech survived in some 
parts of the country, but not in the city. The document is a list of royal 
missi and of the districts to which they were sent. 

* There would be whatever difference there may have been — one probably 
not very perceptible — between the Saxons of Bayeux and the Angles of 
Eastern and Northern England ; there also is greater chance of a certain 
Celtic intermixture at Bayeux than there is at Derby or Stamford, 



TEUTONIC CHARACTER OF BAYEUX. 


179 


old Saxon and Danish land. In every part of Normandy, chap. iv. 
as compared with France or Aquitaine/ the Englishman 
feels himself at home; but in the district of Baycux he 
seems hardly to have left liis own island. The kindred 
speech indeed is gone; but everything else remains. The 
land is decidedly not French ; men, beasts, everything, are 
distinctively of a grander and better type than their fellows 
in the mere French districts ; tlu^ gen('ral aspect of the 
land, its fields, its hedges, all have an English look. And 
no contrast can be greater* than that which may be often 
seen between the tall, vigorous, English-Iooking, Norman 
yeoman, out of whose mouth we instinctively f<‘cl that the 
common mother-tongue ought to come, and tlu* hVench 
soldier, whose stature, whose colour, whose every feature, 
proclaims him to be a man of another race*, and whose 
presence proclaims no less unmistakeably tliat the glory of 
Normandy has passed away. 

§ 3 . Reign of William Longmord, 927-943. 

Rolf, the converted pirate, died, according to his Norman 
admirers, in the odour of sanctity.^ According to the wild 
reports of his enemies, he mingled the two religions, and, 
while making gifts to the Christian churches, offered 
Christian caj^tives in sacrifice to his Scandinavian idols. 

Such a strange confusion is possible at some earlier stage 
of his career ; but we need much better evidence than we 
have to convince us that he was guilty of any such doings 
just before his death. But, whatever traces of heathendom 

* No country in hintorically more interesting to Englishmen than Acjui- 
laine, on account of its long political connexion with England ; but the 
connexion was purely political ; there are no such abiding traces of real 
kindred as we see in Normandy, and esj>ecially in the Bessin, 

* Benoit, V. 8342 ; 

“Ici trespasse Rous li proz et li vaillanz 
Od fin duce e saintisme, e pleins de jorz e d*anz.*' 

* The tale is told by the Aquitanian chronicler Ademar (iii. 20, Pertz, 

N % 
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may liave cloven to Rolf himself, it is certain that his son 
William Longsvvord, half a Frenchman by birth, was 
almost wholly a Frenchman in feeling. His mother was 
French ; but he did not spring from the union of the con- 
verted Northman with the royal blood of the West-Franks. 
Gisla bore no children to her already aged husband, and 
William was the son of a consort who both preceded and 
followed her in his affections. She was known as Popa, 
whether that designation was really a baptismal name or, 
as some hint, a mere name of endearment. She was the 
daughter of a certain Count Berengar, and was carried off 
as a captive by Rolf when he took Bayeux in his pirate 
days.^ Her brother, Bernard Count of Senlis, plays an 
important part in the reigns of his nephew and great- 
nephew. Popa and her son seem to have stood in a 
doubtful position which they share with more than one 
other Norman Duke and his mother. Rolf and Popa were 
most likely married, as the phrase was, “ Danish fashion,” ^ 
which, ill the eyes of the Church, was the same as not being 
married at all. A woman in such a position might, almost 
at pleasure, be called either wife or concubine, and might 
be treated as either the one or the other. Her children 
might, as happened to be convenient, be either branded 
as bastards or held entitled to every right of legitimate 
birth. Rolf put away Popa when he married King Charles’s 


iv. 123), and M. Francisque Michel (note on Benoit, v. 8349) inclined 
to believe it. It runs thus ; ‘^Postea vero [Rosus, see above, p. 165] factus 
Christianus a sacerdotibus Francorum, imminente obitu, in amentiam 
versus, Christianos captivos centum ante se decoUari fecit in honore, quaB 
coluerat, idolorum, et demum centum auri libras per ecclesias distribuit 
Christianorum in honore veri Dei in cujus nomine baptismum susceperat.*' 
But the manuscript which Pertz follows in his text does not make the 
sacrifice take place immediately before his death, and it is as well to see 
how Ademar’s whole story hangs together. He makes his “ Rosus ” be 
defeated by King Rudolf in the battle of Limoges in 930; he then retreats, 
and finding Rouen unoccupied, takes possession. 

’ Dudo, 77 D ; Benoit, v. 4122. 

* WiR. Gem. iii. 2. See Annendix X. 
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daugfliter, and when King Charles’s daughter died, he took cn.vr. iv. 
Poi)a back again.^ So William, Popa’s son, put away 
Sprota, the mother of his son Richard, when he married 
Liudgardis of Vermandois.^ This strange laxity with 
regard to marriage, though spokcui of as something specially 
Danish, was in truth hardly more Danish tliaii Frankish. 

The private history of the Frankish Kings, Merwings and 
Karli ngs alike, is one long record of the strangest conjugal 
relations. Ordinary concubinage is not amazing anywhere; 
what stands out specially cons|>icuous in the history of 
these Kings — nowhere more conspicuous than in the 
history of the gri‘at Charles — is the lib(‘rty which they 
assumed of divorcing their Queens at jdcasure, and some- 
times of having several acknowledgiul (iiuH'us at once. 

William, born of a doubtful union of this kind, was far William 
more French than Danish in feiding. His tutor was 
Botho, a Danish companion of Rolf, but one who threw 
himself thoroughly into the French and Christian interest. 

Such an education made William familiar with the lan- 
guage and feelings of both classes of his subjects; but 
his own sympathies lay with the speech, as well as with 
the creed, of his mother; he was more at home in Roman- 
ized Rouen than in Teutonic Ray<‘ux. In the existing 
state of things, divided as the duchy was between the 
Danish or heathen and the French or Christian party, tlic 
personal sympatliies of the prince were of the highest 
importance, and there can l>e no doubt that the French 
feelings and Christian convictions of William had a most 
iecisive effect on the history of the Norman state.'* 

* Will. Gem. ii. 22 . Repudiatmn Poparn . . . itenim repetenH *dbi 
sopuiavit.” See more in detail, Benoit, v. 7954. So Rimian de Ron, 

* Dudo, 97 C ; Will. Gem. iii. 3. 

* Ademar, iii. 27. ** Ro»o defuncto, filiu« ejuM Willolmu» loco ejuu 

Hvefiiit, a pueritia baptizatiu, ornnisque eorum Nonnannonim, qui juita 
fiantiam inbabitaverant, multitudo fidem Chriati suacepit, et gentilem 
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The first great event in the internal history of the duchy 
during the reign of William is a general revolt of its 
Breton dependencies. This event was probably not un- 
connected with the general course of affairs in Gaul. At 
William^s accession, two Kings, Charles the Simple and 
Rudolf of Burgundy, disputed the crown of the West- 
Franks. William, as we have seen, became the vassal of 
Charles, and refused all submission to Rudolf. Even in 
finally making peace with his great French neighbours, 
Hugh of Paris and Herbert of Vermandois, William made 
it a condition that Herbert should do homage to Charles 
as he himself had done. Herbert, it should be remembered, 
was himself of Carolingian descent, and might have fur- 
ther designs of his own. It was only on these terms that 
William restored Herbert’s son, who had been given to his 
father Rolf as a hostage,^ Charles remained for some 
while a puppet in the hands of Herbert, brought forth as 
a sovereign or confined as a prisoner, as suited the ever- 
shifting relations of Herbert, Hugh, and Rudolf. At last 
the unhappy descendant and namesake of the great Em- 
peror died in bonds at Peronne, whether actually murdered 
by Herbert, or simply worn out by sorrow and captivity, 
it matters little.^ Rudolf was now the only acknowledged 
King, and he soon showed himself to be, in one respect 
at least, fully worthy of his crown. The independent 
and unsettled Northmen of the Loire had committed 
great devastations in Aquitaine. King Rudolf overcame 
them in a great battle at Limoges, where he utterly 
broke their power, and procured the acknowledgement of 
his own supremacy over Aquitaine.^ It was probably this 

linguam obiiiittens, Latino sermone assuefacta est.” So, in the same words, 
in the Chronicle of Saint Maxeiitius, L.'ibbe, iii. 202. On the use of Latinm 
for French, instead of llomanus, see Appendix V. 

^ Flodoard, A. 928. ^ Ib. A. 929; Richer, i. 56. 

* Ib. A. 930. “Aquitanos sibi subditos fecit.” Of course this implies 
nothing more than homage. Cf. above, p. 1 56. 
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^reat defeat of one Norman army by a King to wliom no chap. iv. 
Norman had hitherto done homage which encouraged the The Bre- 
Bretons to make an attempt to throw off the Norman yoke *^’'*^‘* 
altogether. That yoke was of a twofold kind ; there was 
the more regular and endurable supremacy of the Norman 
Duke at Rouen^ and there was also the constant annoyance 
of small bands or colonies of independent advent urers within 
their frontiers or upon their borders. irnd(‘r their ])rinees, 

Juhel lierengar and Alan, the Ibvtons rose; they made MiiHsaoro 
a massacre of the Normans in their own country, wliieh 
may have givaui a ])reee(lt‘nt for the later mas^aen* of the Michael- 

*' . * ^ ^ , . inas93l. 

Danes in England.^ The ft‘ast of Saint Miehiu'l in the one 
ease was what the feast of Saint liriee was in the other. 

Flushed willi suo(‘ess, they entered iho Norman duchy, 71,0 nro- 
and attacked Rolf^s lal<*st and most ])reci(nis accpiisition, 

Teutonic Bayeux.- Alike under Saxon and under Norman 
occupation, the Teutonic colony was a thorn in the side of 
the (\*lts, which they were always eag(‘r to gc‘t rid of. 

But William compleUdy crushed the revolt, and its only Tho n‘volt 

result was to bring all Britanny more eom])lelely under 

Norman control, and to extend the immediate boundaries 

of his duchy. The districts of Avranehes and C\)utanees, Normandy 

with the noble peninsula to which the latter city gives 

its name, were now^ add<*d to the imirH*diate Norman do- l>t^Hin8ula. 

minion.^ 

At this point comes the first of many signs which we poBi- 
shall meet with in the course of our story, all of which Kngiand 
show the high inisition w hich England held at this time, 

^ ^ *=> iEtholhtan. 


* Floiloard, A. 931. ^^Brittones ejui reniaiwwTant NortmanniH in Cornu 
Gallne subditi conHurg^nteH a<lverHn8 eos qui ho obtinuerant, in ipHia 
tolomniiH sancti Michatdin oinnoH iiiiereiniHHe dicuntur qui inter eoa 
inorabantur Nortmannos.” 

* Dudo, 95 B. 

,,, • The Chronicle of Saint Maxftitiiifl, under 937 (Lablxi, iii. 203), Hpeaku of 
Michaera Mount as founded **in ea Normannia quae antea vocabatur 
lia Franciie et Britanniae.’* 


'jtent 
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and the important influence exercised on foreign politics 
by the renowned prince who now filled the West-Saxon 
throne. In this, as in every other respect, all depended 
on the personal character of the King. It was Jiow 
exactly as it was ages later. England under jEthelstan 
diflered from England under ^thelred, just as England 
under Elizabeth or Cromwell differed from England under 
the first or the second pair of Stewarts. Through the whole 
of this period, the King of the English, the common 
friend and kinsman of most of the contending princes, 
appears as a dignified mediator among them. Through 
the marriages of his sisters, some contracted before, some 
after his election to the crown, iEthelstan was the brother- 
in-law of most of the chief princes of Western Europe. 
He stood in this relation to King Otto, to King Charles, 
to King Lewis of Arles, to Duke Hugh of Paris, and to 
a nameless prince near the Alps.^ On the imprisonment 
of Charles, his Queen Eadgifu,'^ with her young son Lewis, 


Ead^fu taken refuge in England,^ and the future King of 

and Lewis to > to 

l^ke refuge the West-Franks was now learning lessons of war and 

land."^ statesmanship at the hands of his glorious uncle. So 


Alan of now, on the extinction of the Breton insurrection, while 
Berenger submitted to the Normans, Alan took shelter 

like. 


^ On these marringes see William of Malmesbury, ii. 126, 135. He 
describes at length the splendid embassy sent by Hugh (see Plod. A. 926) 
to demand Eadhild. Oddly enough, in c. 135 he calls Hugh “Rex 
Francorum,” while in c. 128 he utterly confounds the whole genealogy and 
history of the Parisian Dukes. 

^ Her name is by French writers tortured into Ethgiva, Ogive, and what 
not. She is “ Headtgiva^’ in Aimon of Fleury, Pertz ix. 375. He says that 
Lewis [see Appendix A.], “ calamitatia patemae procella semet involvi 
metuens, ad Anglos-Saxones, maternee affinitatis invitatus gratia, se con- 
tulit, in transmarinis arbitratus se tutiorem manere regionibus, quam inter 
BUGS dominus si foret in cubiculo, rex in convivio.” 

* Richer, ii. i, 73. He was carried out in a bundle of hay or some such 
stuff (“ in fascicule farraginis *’) ; but whither was he carried ? “ In partes 
transmarinas et prope in Rifeos.” As Lewis certainly went as far north 
as York, does this flourish mean the Cheviots, the Grampians, or what ? 
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with ^thelstan,^ as his father before him is said to have chap. iv. 
taken shelter with Eadward. Eng‘land mi^ht in either 
case seem a strange place of refuse for a banished Anno- 
rican prince and his following^. The descendants of those 
who had originally fled before the English conquerors now 
sought for safety in the very land from which their fore- 
fathers had been driven. And at this iiartieular moment 
such a refuge might seem stranger than ever. Tlu‘ linden 
exiles sought shelter in England at the hands of tlie very 
King by whom the last footstejis of Celtic inde[)endenee 
in Southern Britain were trampled out. Jithelstan and 
William of Rouen might w(‘ll seem to be carrying out 
the same work on opposite sides of the sea. But a nearer Kdaiioiw 
tie of common hostility might well at that moment unite 
the Breton and the Ihiglishman. Each was engagi'd in a 

. . . , fntjndly 

struggle with Scandinavian intruders in his own land. with 
Between the Danes in England and the Danes in Nor- huich. 
mandy communications never wholly ceased, and, long 
after this time, we sliall find the connexion between Den- 
mark and Normandy directly fiflccting the course of 
English events. The Normans and their Duke seem 
always to have been on less intimate terms with England 
than most of the neighbouring states ; William stands 
almost alone among princes of equal rank in not being 
honoured with the hand of a sister of glorious iEthclstan. 

The Norman historian even puts forth a claim on the 
part of his Duke to a dominion over England,^ which is 

* DikIo, 93 C. ** Ipse vero in Britannia, nec in tota Francia usquani 
lAorari oh metum Willelmi ducis nequivit, sed profugus ex|>otivit auxilium 
Abtemi Angloiuin regia." Benoit, 8834 ; 

‘^En Engle terre an rei engleia 
Alestan, au proz, au corteia, 
ae remist, Ik s’en foi 
Deserit^ e mauballi.*' 

* Dudo, 97 B. Francisc* getiiia principea Burgundionuiuque coniitea 
^^^'^^ulabantiir ei ; Dacigenae et Flandrensea, Anglique tt IlibernenteM parthant 

t” lb. D. “Non aolum monarchiaiu, quam tenebat, regebat ; verum 
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among- the most ridiculous outpourings of his lying vanity. 
Still such a boast speaks something as to the feelings 
which existed between the Danes in Gaul and the great 
destroyer of the Danish power in Britain. With iEthel- 
stan then, the common champion of Christian and civil- 
ized Europe, at the court which was the common shelter 
of the oppressed, the common school of every princely 
virtue^ did the Breton prince, fleeing from his conqueror, 
seek the safest and the most honourable refuge. At a later 
date, when the influence of ^thelstan on the affairs of 
Gaul was specially great, Alan and his companions were 
allowed to return.^ lie received a large part of Britanny 
as a vassal of the Norman Duke ; he appears to have 
remained steady in his allegiance, and he is henceforth 
constantly mentioned among the chief peers of the Nor- 
man state.^ But he could win back the actual possession 
of his dominions only by hard fighting against the inde- 
pendent Normans of the Loire. These pirates, even after 
Rudolfs victory at Limoges, held many points of the 
country, and they were hardly more inclined to submit 
to the Norman Duke at Rouen than to the Breton Count 
at Vannes ^ Alan restored the ruined city of Nantes, and 

etiam affinia regna strenuo consilio ir.oderabat. Angli parehant ejusman- 
datiSf Fraiici et Burgundiones ejus dictis.” 

^ It is curious to compare the different ways in which the return of the 
Bretons is told by Flodoard and by Dudo. Flodoard (A. 936) is willing 
to magnify even an Englishman in comparison with a Norman. William 
is not named. “ Brittones a transmarinis regionibus Alstani Regis prsesidio 
revertentes terrain suam repetunt.” Dudo mixes up their return with the 
return of King Lewis, which in Flodoard follows it, and he makes ^Ethelstau 
something like a suppliant to William (95 D.) He calls -^thelstan An- 
glorum pacijlcus.*^ Was he thinking of Eadgar, who may have come 
within his own memory ? 

* Dudo, 98 A. “ Ipseque Alanus postea Willelmi mandatis indesinenter 
inhsesit.” Cf. 102 B, C; 113D; 117D. 

* Flodoard seems to imply that some of these independent Normans 
entered Britanny, about the same time as this suppression of the Breton 
revolt, perhaps even in concert with Duke William (A. 931); ‘*Incon 
Nortmannus, qui morabatur in Ligeri, cum suis Britanniam pervadit 
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did much for his recovered dominions in various ways. chap. iv. 
The relations between Normandy and Jiritanny were now 
definitely settled^ as far as anything* could ever be said to bo 
settled in that age. The boundary between the dominions of 
the vassal and liis lord was fixed by the Norman acquisition 
of the Cdtentin and Avranchin. These lands, the last won Tlie C6ton 
part of Normandy, form one of the districts whicli became 
most thorouHiIy Norman. Thev stood oinm for Norman co- thoroughly 

® ^ ^ NorniaTi. 

Ionization ; and we shall }>resently see that colonization was 
allowed, perha})s invited, not only from the settled [)arts of 
Normandy, but (‘V(‘n directly from the heathen North itself. 

Along with the ])(‘ninsula of Coutan(*es the Norman 
Dukes obtain(‘d a poss(*ssion which was afterwards to 
form a bond of connexion of a singular kind between 
Normandy and kmgland.' In comparing the (*xtent of 
the West-hrankish kingdom at this age^ with that {>f 
modern France in our own day,^ while menti»)ning many 
points in wdiicdi the Freiudi frontier has advan(*ed, 1 had 
to mention three points where it has fallen back. The Nonuamly 
extent of the land whos(^ j)rinccs aeknowdedged a nominal UHTchun. 
superior in the West- Frankish King took in Flanders, 
Barcelona, and the Channel Islands. Those islands, a 
natural appendage to th<* Constantine ]H*n insula, now bo 
eame Norman. When continental Normandy was lost by 
John, the insular ])art of the duchy was still retained, and 
it has ever since remained a possession of the English 
crown. As long as the English Kings kept the title either 

victiRque ct ca'siH vel ejectia Brittonibus region© potitur.’* Of the return 
of the Bretons he has two notices. The first is under the year 937 ; 

“ Brittones sua loca post diutinarn regressi peregrinationeTn, cuim 
Nortmsnnis, qui terram ipsorum contiguam sibi pervaRcrant, frequontibus 
dimicant pneliis, superiores pluribus existentes et loca pervasa recipientes.” 

The second is in the next year, 939; Brittones cum Nortmannis con- 
fiigentes victoria iK>tiuntur, et quoddatn Nortman norum castcllum cepiiiso 
feruntur/’ See Balgrave, ii 178-182. 

* The gener.il line of thought in this paragrapli is suggested by Balgrave, 
i. 106. * See above, p, 155. 



188 


HISTORY OF NORMANDY. 
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portion of the duchy or of the kingdom whose actual pos- 
session might be said to make good their claim to the rest. 
This insular Normandy remains to this day French in 
speech, but deeply attached, and with good reason, to the 

Peculiar English connexion. The islands form distinct common- 
relation 

:,he islands wealths, dependent on the British crown, but not incor- 
^EngUnd. United Kingdom. This condition of a 

dependency is perhaps that which best suits a community 
^ which has a distinct existence of its own, but which could 
not possibly maintain its independence as a distinct and 
sovereign state. Keeping their ancient constitutions, and 
enjoying the protection of the power of England, the 
Norman islands unite the safety of a great kingdom with 
the local independence of a small commonwealth. How 
much they would lose by becoming a French department 
I need not stop to point out. But they would also lose, 
not nearly so much, but still not a little, by becoming 
an English county. The right of sending one or two 
members to the British Parliament, where, among so many 
greater interests, their voice could hardly be heard, would 
be a poor exchange for their present legislative indepen- 
dence. Parliament can indeed, on any emergency which 
may call for its interference, legislate for the Norman 
islands. But it must legislate specially for them, after 
special consideration of the circumstances of the case. 
The islands cannot find themselves unexpectedly bound 
by some piece of general legislation, passed without their 
knowledge and possibly contrary to their interests. Thus 
the dependent condition of the islands secures a greater 
consideration of their interests than they could receive if 
they formed an integral portion of the kingdom. We 
occasionally hear of internal abuses in the Channel Islands 
which are held to need the intervention of Parliament, 
but we never hear of external grievances laid to the charge 
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of Parliament itself. The Norman islands seem to be far chap. iv. 

more contented as dependencies than those Norwegian Compari- 

. son with 

islands whicli^ having been formed into a Scottish county, Orkney, 
have become an integral part of the United Kingdom. 

The ancient earldom of Orkney, represented in Parliament 
by a single member, has its wrongs, or at least its griev- 
ances ; of the wrongs or grievances of Jersey or Guernsey 
no one ever heard. And this singular and beneficial relation 
in which these interesting little communities stand at this 
day to the English crown is connected by a direct chain 
of cause and effect with the revolt of the Bretons against 
Norman supremacy nine hundred and forty years ago. 

William, thus become the conqueror of the Bretons, 
ruled for the present as a French prince. As such, his 
French speech, French connexions, and French religion, 
caused him to be hated and dreaded by a large portion of 
his subjects. A strong Danish and heathen party still sur- 
vived within the older limits of the duchy, and the newly 
won lands probably contained some of those independent 
Danish settlements by which Britanny in general was so 
infested. Out of these two elements a Danish and heathen Revolt of 
revolt was organized. Its leader was Riulf, seemingly p^rty in 

an independent Danish chief settled in the Constantine Normandy. 

. . 932. 

peninsula. The story, as we have it,^ reads like a romance. Legendary 
The rebels rise in arms ; they demand one concession after 
another ; the panic-stricken Duke is ready to yield every- and its sup- 
thing ; he even proposes to resign his duchy and to flee 
to his French uncle at Senlis. But he is recalled to a 
better mind by his veteran counsellor, the Danish-born 
Bernard. He then wins an almost miraculous victory 
over the rebels, and, for the time at least, crushes all signs 
of revolt. These details cannot be accepted as historical ; 
but one or two points in the story are instructive. The 
rebels are made to demand the cession of all the country 
^ Dudo, 94 et seqq. 
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west of the river Risle. The land which would have been 
left to the Duke after such a cession nearly answers to the 
original grant to Kolf^ excluding the later acquisitions of 
Bayeux and Coutances. This demand, like everything else 
in the history, shows how thoroughly the Norman parties 
were geographical parties. The Christian and French- 
speaking Duke might keep Christian and French-speaking 
Rouen and Evreux ; but the heathen and Danish land 
to the west must be independent of a prince who had cast 
away the creed and speech of his forefathers. On the 
other hand^ we see that there were men of Danish birth, 
old companions of Rolf, men who retained a strong 
national feeling, who still distinctly threw in their lot 
with the French party. They wished Normandy to remain 
an united and independent state ; they had not the slight- 
est wish to merge Normandy in France in any political 
sense ; but they wished the Norman duchy to be a member 
of the general French commonwealth, French in religion, 
language, and civilization. Such a man was Botho, the 
old tutor of William and afterwards tutor to William’s 
son ; such were Oslac, bearing a name famous in our own 
Northumbrian history, and Bernard the Dane, who plays 
an important part in Norman affairs for many years to 
come. Through the overthrow of the rebellion this party 
was now dominant, and William reigned as a Christian 
prince, as a French prince, aiming at an influence in 
French affairs proportioned to the extent of his dominion 
on Gaulish soil. Through his whole life he was subject to 
strong religious impulses, and, according to a legend which 
may well contain some groundwork of truth, he was with 
difficulty hindered from becoming a monk in his own 
foundation of Jumi^ges.^ Yet he was by no means lavish 


^ From *this scheme he was dissuaded by the good sense of the Abbot 
Martin. Those who care to read the Abbot’s sermon on the practical and 
the contemplative life will find it in Latin (diversified with a little Greek) 
in Dudo, p. loi et seqq., and in Old-French in Benoit, v. 11057 et seqq. 
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in grants to the Church, and the ecclesiastical foundations, chap. iv. 
which had suffered so cruelly during the Scandinavian 
incursions, still remained weak and impoverished, and^ in 
many cases, altogether desolate. His general government 
is described as just and vigorous, and he seems to have 
deservedly won the general love of his subjects. And it He does 
is certain that, though he laboured to bring his dominions brLk^wW 
within the pale of Christian and French civilization, he Danish 
did not wholly cast away the national speech and national 
feelings of his fathers. It is not unlikely that his policy 
towards the Danish element in the duchy varied at dif- 
ferent periods of his reign. He may have found that 
the transformation of a nation must needs be a work of 
time, that too much haste might hinder the object 
which he had at heart, that a certain measure of toleration, 
in language, in manners, and even in religion, might 
be needful in order to bring about a final change in 
any of those points. In his later days he may even have ^ 

gone further than this. After all his efforts to identify his reign 
himself with the French, and to act as a French prince further ad 
among other French princes, he still found himself scorned 
and hated, still looked on as Duke only of the Pirates. 

Under the influence of such feelings, he may to some 
extent have thrown himself into the hands of the Danish 
party. According to a story which cannot be received 
as it stands, but which probably contains some germs 
of truth, he admitted a fresh Danish colony, direct from 
Denmark, into the newly -acquired peninsula of Coutances.^ 


* William of J umieges (iii. 9) makes Harold Blue-tooth, driven from his 
kingdom by his son Swegen, take refuge with William Longsword, who 
allows him to settle in the C6tentin till he can recover his kingdom. Now 
Harold’s expulsion by Swegen did not happen till long afterwards, and 
Swegen could hardly have been bom when William died. The story no 
doubt arises from some confusion with Harold’s dealings with Normandy in 
the next reign, but it may very well preserve a memory of some real 
Danish colonization of the peninsula with or without William’s permission. 



192 


HISTORY OF NORMANDY. 


CHAP. IV. It is certain that he entrusted his son Richard to the care, 
not of any French clerk or Bisliop^ but to his own old 
tutor, the Danish-born Botho. The boy was purposely 
taken to Bayeux, the Teutonic city which Botho himself, 
in his pirate days, had helped to harry. He was sent 
thither expressly to become familiar with the ancestral 
tongue, which was already forgotten at Rouen,^ but which 
was still spoken by the mixed Saxon and Danish popu- 
lation of the Bessin. The boy was to be brought up in 
a Danish city, but by a native Dane who had accepted 
Christianity and French manners. We may be sure that 
no religious apostasy was dreamed of; but William now 
saw that the sovereign of Nonnandy must be neither pure 
Dane nor pure Frenchman, but, as far as might be, Dane 
and Frenchman at once. 

For the purposes of the present sketch, the internal 

developement of the Norman duchy, the distinction between 

Longsword {{q Danish and its French elements, its relations to its 
in general 

history. Celtic neighbours and vassals, are points of more import- 
ance than the part played by its second Duke in the 
general politics of Gaul. Yet the history of Normandy 
would be hardly intelligible without some understanding 
of the general position of the duchy as one of the great 
Utter con- fiefs of the West-Frankish crown. The reign of William 
this period. Longsword forms the most confused part even of the 
confused Gaulish history of the tenth century. It is a 
period utterly without principles, almost without de- 
finite parties; even the strife between Laon and Paris, 
between the Karling and the house of Robert, between 
the Frank and the Frenchman, is in a manner lulled as 
long as Rudolf of Burgundy fills the Western throne. 
Every vassal of the Western crown sought little beyond 
his own gain and aggrandizement, and all of them freely 
* Dudo, ii. 1 12 D. See Appendix V. 
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changed sides as often as it suited their interest so to chap. iv. 
do. And William himself added as much to the con- 
fusion as any man, by changing sides perhaps oftener 
than anybody else. And hardly any practical difference Compari- 
was made by the fact that William seems to have been tw^e^Wi; 
several degrees less selfish and unprincipled than his 
neighbours. He was evidently a creature of impulse, Princes, 
and his impulses, if they often led him astray, often led 
him to righteous and generous actions. Though we 
cannot set him down, with his panegyrist, as a saint and 
a martyr, we can at least see in him far nobler qualities 
than any that can be seen in the contemporary princes 
of Vermandois, of Flanders, or even of ducal France, Still 
the practical difference was slight. William was doubtless 
morally a better man than his neighbours ; but politically 
he was as untrustworthy as *the worst of them. His 
plighted faith went for as little as the plighted faith of 
a deliberate perjurer. Impulse led him to one course one 
day, and impulse led him to an opposite course the next 
day. He probably never was intentionally treacherous, 
but he did as many of what were in eflPeet treacherous 
actions as the basest traitor among them all. 

Northern Gaul was at this time divided in very un- Conditio 
equal proportions between the King and several vassal 
princes more powerful than himself. Of Southern Gaul 
it is hardly needful to speak; of Aquitaine we hear just Practica 
enough to show that the lands north and south of theJj^^ce^Ql 
Loire were aware of each other’s existence, and that a Aquitaii 
nominal connexion was held to exist between them. The 
Aquitanian princes now and then stooped to pay a nominal 
homage to the King of the West-Franks ; otherwise the 
South moved in a world of its own, a world which was 
very slightly touched by the revolutions of Laon, Rouen, 
or Paris. It must always be remembered that the royal 
city was Laon, a city close upon the Lotharingian frontier, 
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in a district where the Teutonic speech still lingered.^ 
* The royal domain took in only Laon, Compiegne, and 
a small territory about those towns. Through the elec- 
tion of Eudolf, ducal Burgundy was brought into a 
temporary connexion with the crown, but that connexion 
lasted no longer than the reign of Rudolf himself. To 
the east and north-cast of the royal dominions lay 
Lotharingia, the border land, ever fluctuating in its 
allegiance between the Eastern and Western kingdoms. 
But all its fluctuations follow one unvarying principle, 
namely that its inhabitants preferred the rule of a 
Karling to that of any one else, but that, when no 
Karling was to be had, they preferred the rule of a 
German to that of a Frenchman. Beyond Lotharingia 
lay the Eastern Francia^ the Teutonic Kingdom, now 
rapidly rising into greatness under the vigorous Kings 
of the Saxon house. Deeming themselves the true suc- 
cessors of Charles, speaking his tongue and crowned in 
his royal city, the Saxon Kings already aspired to reunite 
the scattered fragments of his Empire. Within the West- 
ern Kingdom we find three chief princes, Arnulf of Flan- 
ders, Herbert of Vermandois, and Hugh of Paris. The 
Flanders of those days, it should be remembered, reached 
far to the south of any border which Flanders has had for 
some centuries past. Calais, Boulogne, and Arras were 
all Flemish, and in those days Flemish still meant Low- 
Dutch. Ponthieu was a frontier district, with a Count 
of its own, whose homage was disputed between Flanders 
and Normandy. Of the present sovereign of Flanders it 
is enough to say that his actions show him to have been 
capable of any crime. To the south of Flanders lay Ver- 
mandois, governed by the faithless, unprincipled Herbert, 
himself of Carolingian descent, but the greatest of all 


‘ Richer (i. 47) distinctly calls the immediate subjects of Charles the 
Simple ** Germani.” 
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sinners against Carolingiaii royalty ; the gaoler, most likely 
the murderer, of Charles the Simple. His one object was 
to extend by any means his comparatively narrow terri- 
tories. More powerful than any other Western prince, 
far more powerful than his nominal King, was the 
lord of the Western Fmncia^ the Duke of the French, 
Hugh the Great of Paris. His dominions took in the 
greater part of central Gaul north of the Loire, but, 
since the establishment of the Norman duchy^ they no- 
where reached to the sea. Ducal Burgundy need hardly 
be mentioned ; on the death of Rudolf, Duke and King, 
the duchy was split into several parts, a large share 
falling to the lot of Hugh himself. Along with these 
temporal principalities we might almost reckon the me- 
tropolitan see of Rheims^ whose Primate, alone among 
Western bishops^ made some faint approach to the posi- 
tion of the princely prelates of Germany. This great 
and wealthy church constantly formed an apple of dis- 
cord among the temporal powers which surrounded it. The 
rival princes were always striving, sometimes to thrust 
their nominees into the archbishopric, sometimes to ap- 
propriate to themselves the estates of the see. A large 
share of the history of the times is taken up with disputes 
about the succession to the archbishopric, which some- 
times take the form of ecclesiastical synods, sometimes 
that of temporal campaigns and sieges. In the end 
the temporal importance of the see was greatly lessened 
through the loss of several of its most valuable possessions, 
among them the famous lordship of Coucy. Among all 
these princes Hugh of France stands out the foremost, 
alike from the extent of his dominions and from the 
peculiarity of his personal position. The nephew of King 
Odo, the son of King Robert, the father of King Hugh, 
the brother-in-law of King Rudolf, King ^Fthelstan, and 
King Otto himself, the Duke of the French never would 
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be himself a King. He had no scruple against mating 
war on the King, none against robbing him of his do- 
minions, none against assuming a complete control over 
his actions and even keeping him in personal bondage. 
He had no scruple even against transferring his allegiance 
from one King to another, against becoming a vassal of 
the Eastern instead of the Western crown. But if he 
went thus far, he would go no further ; he would always 
have a King over him, if only to show how much greater 
he was than any King ; but a King he himself never 
would be. Three times at least he might easily have 
mounted the throne ; but he always declined the glittering 
bauble that lay within his grasp. In all this there seems 
something like a guiding principle ; and even in other 
respects, faithless and ambitious as Hugh was, he was dis- 
tinctly better than some of his fellows. It is some slight 
comfort to find that a man who was honoured with the 
hand of a sister of iEthelstan was at least not stained with 
any such frightful crimes as those which have handed down 
the names of Amulf and Herbert to everlasting shame.' 

Wlien William succeeded his father, Normandy was at 
war with France ; that is, it was at war with Herbert 
of Vermandois and Hugh of Paris, and with Rudolf of 
Burgundy, their King of the West-Franks. But Rolf, 
and after him William, acknowledged no King but the 
imprisoned Charles. From him Rolf had received his 
lands ; to him Rolf had done homage ; to him William 
repeated that homage on the earliest opportunity, and 
he never did homage to Rudolf till the death of Charles 
left the Burgundian Duke without a competitor for the 
kingly title. Peace was made and peace was again con- 
firmed, without any acknowledgement of the usurper’s 


^ I of course assume that Hugh had no share in the murder of William, 
a point which I shall discuss elsewhere. 
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claim. It was not till three years later, when Charles caAP. i 
was dead, and when Rudolf, by his victory at Limoijes, had 

’ ’ / . . . Charles’s 

shown himself worthy to reign, that William^ seemingly death W 

of his own act and deed and without any special circum- homage : 

stances calling for such a course, did homage to Rudolf,^ 933^^^^ 

and received from him a grant of the maritime Britanny. 

This grant most likely carried with it both a general con- Rudolf’g 

firmation of the superiority of Normandy over Britanny ^^tanm 

and a special confirmation of the transfer of Avranches 

and Coutaiices to the immediate dominion of the Norman 

Duke. Meanwhile Hugh and Herbert were running their 

usual course ; it is hardly the duty of an English, or even 

of a Norman, historian to reckon up the number of times 

that they transferred their allegiance from Charles to 

Rudolf and from Rudolf to Charles. It is of more Herbert 

importance to mark that Herbert, at a moment when 

Rudolf and Hugh were both at war with him, did not Henry. 

scruple to transfer his allegiance to the Eastern King 

Henry At last Rudolf died, and now a most important Kudolf 

change took place. It might not be very clear what was 

the use of a King, if his vassals, several of them more 

powerful than himself, might rebel against him and make 

war on him at pleasure. Still, though all the princes 

were agreed in allowing to the King the smallest possible 

amount of territory and power, none of the princes was 

prepared to do without a King altogether. A Diet of Diet of 

election was held, of which some most remarkable details thTnew 

are preserved.^ The prime mover in the whole matter Hing. 

was Hugh the Great. He might himself have become a 

^ riod. A. 933. Willebnus, princeps Nortmannonim eidem regi 
[Rodulfo] se committit ; cui etiam rex dat terrain Brittonum in ora mari- 
tima sitam.” 

^ Flod in A. “ Heribertus comes ad Heinricuin proficiscitur, eique sese 
committit.’' The matter was serious enough for Rudolf and Hugh to make 
special peace with Henry, and to give hostages. 

3 Richer, ii. 1-4. See Appendix Y. 
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candidate ; all central and soutliern Gaul, his own duchy 
and the lauds beyond the Loire, sought to confer the 
crown upon him. But the Eastern part of the kingdom, 
where there still lingered some traces of Teutonic blood 
and speech, some feelings of reverence for the blood of the 
great Emperor^ favoured the election of Lewis the son of 
Charles, who was now living under the protection of his 
English uncle. Hugh, according to his invariable policy, 
declined the crown for himself. He already enjoyed the 
reality of kingship^ and he shrank with a superstitious 
dread from a title which had brought little gain to his 
uncle and his brother-in-law and still less to his own 
father. It was on the motion of the Duke of the French 
that the assembly agreed to elect Lewis as King of the 
West Franks, and to send an embassy to yEthelslan to ask 
for the restoration of his nephew to the throne of his 
fathers. The embassy passed over into England; and 
foyind the King at York.^ It was the year before Bru- 
nanburh, when the presence of iEthelstan was doubtless 
specially called for in his northern dominions. The ambas- 
sadors spoke in the name of Duke Hugh and of all the 
chief men of the Gauls, and prayed for Lewis to be their 
King, ^thelstan, somewhat doubtful of their good faith;^ 
demanded oaths and proposed a further conference. The 
King of the English hastened to the coast of Kent, and 
the Duke of the French to the coast of Flanders, not far 
from Boulogne. Fire signals were exchanged on each 
side, the materials being found in the wooden houses which 

' Richer, ii. 2. “ Adelstanus rex in nrbem qiise dicitur Eiiivich, regno- 

rum negotia cum nepote Ludovico apud 8U08 disponebat.” Mark the 
accuracy of the plural form regnorum (we shall come to it again), as applied 
to the dominions of the Emperor of Britain. 

^ Ib. 3. Acsi harharu non satis credens.” The Persians in iEschylus 
call themselves ^ap^apoi, and Plautus says, “ Menander scripsit, Marcus 
vortit barhare ; ” but why should Richer call his own people barhari as con- 
trasted with the English ? Is the word put dramatically into the mouth 
of iEthelstan, and does ha/rbari literally translate Wcalcis ? 
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lined the shores.^ Let us hope that, whatever Hugh or chap, iv, 
Arnulf may have done, iEthelstan at least made good the 
loss to his subjects. Several English Bishops and Th( gns 
passed over^ having at their head Ocla, Bishop of the 
Wilssetas or of Ramsbury, afterwards the famous Primate.^ 

Before ^thclstan would trust his nephew across the sea, he 
demanded satisfactory oaths from the assembled princes ; 
otherwise he would give Lewis one of his own kingdoms, 
where he might reign safely and prosperously.^ This was 
no empty boast ; the Emperor of Britain had kingdoms 
to bestow, lower indeed in rank, but safer and more power- 
ful, than the nominal royalty of Laon, The princes of Gaul 
swore as they were bidden ; but it was agreed that the 
Duke of the French should be the chief adviser, or rather 
the protector and guardian, of the new King.*^ Lewis 
crossed the sea ; he landed in the realm which was nnw his, 
he sprang on his horse, ^ and rode on amid the cheers of 
his new subjects. He went to his royal city of Laon, Lewis 
where he was consecrated King by Artald Archbishop of 
Rheims ; he then went with his guardian on an expedition 93^* 
into Burgundy, more to his guardian’s profit than to his 
own.^’ He then visited his powerful vassal at Paris ; but 


^ Richer, ii. 3. Seciis ipsas litoreas arenas collecti, tuguriorum in- 
cendio prsesentiam siiam iis qui in altero litore erant osteiidebant .... 
Cujus [Axlelstani] jussu domus aliquot succensae, scse advenisse trans positis 
demonstrabat." The passion for setting fire to everything sometimes seems 
to be specially Norman ; here it is also English and French. 

^ Richer mentions Oda only, Flodoard mentions several Bishops and 
Thegns (fideles). 

^ Richer, ii. 4. Quod si nolint, sese ei daturum suorum aliquod regno- 
rum, quo contentus et suis gaudeat et alienis non sollicitetur.” 

* Ib. ^‘Dux cum reliquis Galliarum magnatibus id sese facturum 
assent, si rex creatus a suis consiliis non absistat.” The relation tlius 
mildly described is in cap, 6 called “ procuratio.” So Flodoard, A. 937. 

® Richer is an excellent authority for all matters personally concerning 
Lewis. He got his information from his father Rudolf, a brave and trusty 
servant of the King. The description here (ii. 4) is highly graphic. 

® Richer, ii. 5 ; Flod. in anno. 
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CHAP. IV. in the next year, safe on the rogk of Laon, he threw off 
the yoke; he declared his independence of Duke Hugh, 
and sent for his mother Eadgifu, seemingly to take Hugh’s 
place as his chief counsellor.^ 

The reign of Lewis — Lewis from-beyond-Sea — is of itself 


enough to confute the common mistake of believing that 


He de- ^ 
dares his 
indepen- 
deDce of 
Hugh. 

937 - 

Character 
of King 

Lewis ; his Charles the Great ended in a race of imbecile 

vigorous 

and active faineants^ like those whom Pippin had set aside.^ Lewis 
® * may be called ambitious, turbulent, and perfidious, but no 
man was ever less of a faineant. His life was in truth 
one of preternatural activity. Early adversity, combined 
with an education at the hands of glorious ^thelstan, 
had brought out some very vigorous qualities in his young 
nephew. If Lewis was ambitious, turbulent, and perfidious, 
he was but paying off Hugh of Paris and William of 
Rouen in their own coin. In truth no two positions can 
well be more unlike one another than the position of 
the later Karlings and that of the later Merwings. The 
Duke of the French might now and then put on some- 
thing of the guise of a Mayor of the Palace, but Pippin 

The 


Contrast 
between 
the late 
Karlings 


Mer^n^gs^^ and Hugh had very different masters to deal with. 

nominal ruler of a vast realm, led about as an occasional 
pageant and leaving the government of his dominions 
to an all-powerful minister, is the exact opposite to a 
King whose domains have shrunk up to the territory of 
a single city, and who has to spend his life in hard 
blows to keep that last remnant of his heritage from the 
ambition of vassals whose territories are far wider than 
his own. Lewis had to strive in turn against France, 


1 Flod. A. 937. ‘^Ludowicus rex ab Hugonis principis se procuratione 
eeparans, matrcm suam Lauduni recipit.” Richer, ii. 6. ^^Rex felicium 
rerum successu elatus, praeter ducis procurationem absque eo jam dispone- 
bat. Laudunum itaque tendit, ibique matrem suam Ethgivam yeginam 
ad urbia custodiam deputat. Ac exinde quaecumque pneter ducem adorio- 
batur.” 

* See above, p. 161, 
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Normandy, and Vermandois, and now and then he was chap. iv. 
able to give each of them nearly as good as they brought. 

And, small as was the extent of the King’s actual 
domains^ there was still an abiding reverence for the 
royal name, which breathes in every page of the chroni- 
clers, and which was not without influence even on the 
minds of the men who fought against him. Still Lewis 
had constantly to fight for the small remnant of dominion 
which was left to him. The restless Herbert had to be 
driven from a fortress built on the very slope of the King’s 938. 

own rock of Laon.^ The next year we find both William 939. 

and Hugh in arms against the King in a quarrel arising 
out of the border disputes of Normandy aud Flanders.^ 

William was at war with Arnulf, the quarrel between 
these two great potentates being, if not caused in the first 
instance, at any rate aggravated by their differences as Affairs of 
to the affairs of a smaller neighbour. This was Herlwin, 

Count of Montreuil 6r Ponthicu, whose dominions lay 
between Normandy and Flanders. Properly he seems 
to have been a vassal of the Duke of the French/ but 
when his dominions were seized by Arnulf, he got no ‘help 
from Hugh, while he got very effective help from William. 


By the aid of a Norman force, headed, accfbrding to one Montreuil 

account, by the Norman Duke himself, Montreuil was ^raul^Ind 

recovered, and Herlwin reinstated.^ But greater powers recovered 
.Li p ^ _ byHerL 

than any 01 these were soon to come on the stage. One win. 

of them indeed figures in a rather unlooked-for way in the 

story of Herlwin. When Montreuil was taken by Arnulf, 


* On this siege, which is of some interest in a military point of view, see 
Flodoard, A. 938 ; Richer, ii. 9, 10. 

* Flod. A. 939. 

® Dudq, ro3 A. 

* Flod. A. 939; Richer, ii. 11-15. These writers know something of 
William’s personal share in the campaign, which is asserted by Dudo, 103 
B ; Will. Gem, hi, 10, According to Benoit (11873 et seqq), the men of 
the*Cotentin specially distinguished themselves. 
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the wife and children of the dispossessed Count were 
sent^ of all the people in the world, to King iEthelstan 
in England, That they should have taken refuge at his 
court would have been only the natural course of things ; 
but it sounds strange at first that the prisoners should be 
sent to the King of the English, if not actually as captives 
in bonds^ yet at least as persons over whom some degree 
of watch was to be kept.^ The explanation is most likely 
to be found in the close alliance between iEthelstan and 
Lewis, possibly also in the kindred between iEthelstan 
and Arnulf, who w’as, like iEthelstan, a grandson of 
iElfred. Just now Arnulf was the friend, and William 
the enemy, of Lewis, and William was actually excom- 
municated by the Bishops in the King’s interest for his 
harryings of the Flemish territory. That a similar fate 
fell on Herbert for his aggressions on the lands of the 
archbishopric of Rheims is less wonderful.^ iEthelstan 
soon afterw^ards again appears as the ally of his nephew, 
even when ties equally strong might have drawn him to- 
wards his nephew’s enemies. King Henry of Germany \vas 
now dead, and his son, the great Otto, the brother-in-law 
of iEthelstan, had succeeded to the throne of the Eastern 
Franks in the same year in wLich their common nephew 
had succeeded to the royalty of the West. After some 
opposition at the hands of his own brothers, the future re- 
storer of the Empire had received the Frankish diader^ in 
the great Emperor’s minster at Aachen. But the men of 
border Lotharingia refused to acknowledge another Saxon ; 
there was now again a Karling who was a crowned King; 
none but that Karling could be their lawful sovereign; 

^ Flod. A. 939. “Uxorem ipsius Herluini trans mare cum filiis ad 
Alstanum regem mittit.” Richer, ii. 12. “Erluini uxorem cum natis 
iEdelstano regi Anglorum servandos trans mare deportat.’* 

* Flod. A. 939, William is excommunicated “ab episcopis qui erant 
cum rege.’* 
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the Saxon Duke had been chosen King of Saxony only, chap. iv. 
because a chief was needed to defend the land against the 


Slaves, and because the true Carolingian King was at that 
moment disqualified^ Tlie Lotharingians therefore trans- 
ferred their allegiance from Otto to Lewis. Their first 
application was rejected ; a second, made by the temporal 
princes of the country — the Bishops clave to Otto — was 
accepted.^ A war naturally followed between Lewis and 
Otto, in which Lotharingia was ravaged by the German 
King, Lewis was however not without allies. The West- 
Saxon King stepped in as the champion of his Frankish 
nephew against his Old-Saxon brother-in-law ; an English 
fleet appeared in the channel ; but in an inland war this 
naval help could be of little avail, and nothing came 
of the English intervention beyond the ravage of some 
parts of the opposite coast.^ A series of intrigues and 
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^ Richer, ii. i8. “Cum ejus [Ottonis] pater Saxonite solum propter 
Sclavorum improbitatem rex creatus sit, eo cpiod Karolus, cui rerum suinina 
debebatur, adhuc in cunis vagiebat.” But Henry was elected in 918, just 
before Charles’s troubles began, but when he had been a good many years 
out of his cradle. 

2 Flod. A. 959. 

^ Ib. “ Anglorum classis ab Alstano, rege suo, in auxilium Ludowici 
regis transmissa mari transito loca qumqiue Mori norum mari depraedatur 
contigua ; nulloque negotio propter quod venerant peracto, remenso mari, 
propria re[)etunt loca.” Riche?-, ii. 16. “ Nec multo post et ab HCdelstano 
Anglorum rege classis regi cum copiis missa est. Audierat enim ilium ab 
iis qui mari lima incolebant loca exagitari, contra quos classis dimica ret re- 
gique nepoti auxilium ferret. Comperto vero contra regem illorimi nemi- 
nem stare, ipsumque regem in partes German iae prosperum secessisse, mari 
remenso ad propria remeat.” 

There is a marked difference of tone in these two accounts. Flodoard 
clearly wishes to make as little as he can of the English intervention, while 
Richer is anxious to make the most. Nor are their statements easy to re- 
concile. If .^thelstan’s fleet ravaged the Flemish coast, while Amulf was 
still not an avowed enemy, that would at once explain Arnulf’s sudden de- 
fection. But, according to Richer, it would seem that ^thelstan heard 
some rumour of Amulf’s intended treachery, but that, as it was not yet 
carried out, he had no excuse for action. That we do not hear of English 
interference during the next stage of the history is probably accounted for 
by .<®thelstan’s death in 940, 
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backslidings now follow which fairly baffle the chronicler. 
While Lewis was gaining new subjects to the East, his 
vassals within his own kingdom almost unanimously for- 
sook him. Not only his old enemies Hugh and Herbert, 
but the fickle Duke of the Normans, and Arnulf, in whose 
cause he had himself been so lately warring, all met Otto 
and transferred their homage from Lewis to him.^ The 
motive for this course is not very clear. Otto was indeed 
a more distant, but he was a far more powerful, over-lord, 
one far more likely to exercise effective authority over his 
vassals. But the indefatigable Lewis found new friends 
in Lotliaringia ; he went into Elsass to a conference with 
Hugh of Provence ; ^ he drove the partisans of Otto out 
of Lotharingia, and returned to Laon to chastise a Bishop 
suspected of treason. These successes wjere only momentary ; 
Lotharingia was soon recovered by Otto.'^ But the con- 
spiracy of the Western princes against their King was no 
less transitory. In the year following the general defection 
William of Normandy changed sides ; he met Lewis in 
the neighbourhood of Amiens ; he did homage, and received 
from the King a fresh grant of his dominions.^ And he 
seems to have made something more than the usual 
promises of allegiance. He is said to have pledged himself 
either to die in the King’s cause or to restore him to 
the full exercise of his royal authority.® Yet before the 

* Flod. A. 939. “ Otho rex colloquium habuit cum Hugone et Heriberto, 
Amulfo et Willelmo Nortmannorum principe ; et acceptis ab eis pacti 
sacramentis, trans Rhenum regreditur.” 

^ Ib. “ Proficiscitur Elisatium, locutusque cum Hugone Cisalpino.” 
Richer, ii. 17. ‘'Rex in pago Elisatio cum Hugone Cisalpino principe 
locutuB.” On this use of the word “ Cisalpinus,” see Appendix T, 

3 Flod. A. 939. 

* Ib. A. 940. “ Rex Ludowicus abiit obviam WiUelmo principi Nort- 
mannorum, qui venit ad eum in pago Ambianenai et se illi commisit. At 
ille dedit ei terram quam pater ejus Karol us Nortmannis concesserat.” 

® Richer, ii. 20. " Wilelmus piratarum dux . . . regia factua, tanto ei 

consensu alligatuB eat ut jam jamque aut sese moriturum, aut regi imperii 
gnmmam reatituturum proponeret.” 
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year was out William was again in arms, helping Hugh 
and Herbert in a siege of Rheims.^ The metropolitan 
see was disputed between Hugh, a son of Herbert, and 
Artald, a vigorous champion of the King, who had per- 
formed the ceremony of his coronation. Artald was now 
in possession of the bishopric, and had been endowed 
by the King with great temporal privileges and with the 
title of Count. 2 War against the Primate was in every 
sense war against the King. The city surrendered ; Her- 
bert’s Archbishop was admitted ; and the conspirators then 
went a step further in rebellion by besieging the King’s 
own city of Laon. Hugh and Herbert presently took a still 
more daring step by inviting Otto to Attigny, within the 
acknowledged West-Frankish border, and thei’e renewing 
their homage to him.^ With this last transaction William 
had nothing to do; before long we find him again the 
faithful homager of King Lewis, receiving him with all 
kingly state at Rouen, and seemingly bringing with him 
to their due allegiance, not only his own Breton vassals, 
but his brother-in-law William of Aquitaine.^ 

We are now drawing near to the end of the troubled 
career of William Longs word. We here find ourselves 
involved in such a mass of contradictory statements that 
I reserve their special examination for another place.'" 
That William was lured by Arnulf of Flanders to a con- 
ference on the island of Picquigny in the Somme, and that 
he was there murdered by the contrivance of the Flemish 
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^ Flod. A. 940. Richer (ii. 22) does not mention the presence of 
William at the siege. 

^ Flod. A. 94 ®* “ Dedit autem rex Artoldo archiepiscopo, ac per eum 

ecclesise Remensi, per prseceptionia regiae paginam Remensis urbis monetam 
jure perpetuo possidendam ; sed et omnem comitatum Remensem eidem 
contulit ecclesise.” 

3 Flod. A. 940 ; Palgrave, ii. 244. 

* Flod. A. 942. More fully. Richer, ii. 28. 

® See Appendix Z. 
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prince, there seems no reason to doubt. But as to the 
motives and circumstances which led to the act, whether 
Arnulf acted alone or in concert with any of the other 
Western princes, whether King Otto himself was in any 
way the unwitting cause of a crime at which his noble 
heart would have revolted, are questions which I shall 
discuss elsewhere. But I cannot, even here, wholly pass 
by the Council of Attigny, a council at which events took 
place which one version closely connects with tlie death 
of William. Otto was reconciled to Lewis, who had now 
become his brother-in-law by a marriage with his widowed 
sister Gerberga, and by Otto’s means the Duke of the 
French was reconciled to the King. The two Kings 
then, as colleagues in the administration of one Frankish 
realm, held a solemn council, at which the great vassals 
of the Western Kingdom attended. The kings sat side 
by side; but though the Western King was on his own 
ground, his Eastern colleague, the truer successor of 
Charles, the King crowned at Aachen and already no 
doubt looking to be the Emperor crowned at Rome, 
took the seat of honour, which, if one tale be true, the 
Norman alone was found bold enough to challenge for 
his own immediate lord. 


§ 4. “Reign of Richard the Fearless, 943-996. 

William Longsword left one son, Richard, surnamed the 
Fearless, born of a Breton mother Sprota, who stood, as 
we have seen, to Duke William in that doubtful position 
in which she might, in different mouths, be called an 
honourable matron, a concubine, or a harlot.^ Her son 
had been taught both the languages of his country, and he 
was equally at home in Romance Rouen and in Scandi- 


‘ See above, p. 180, and Appendix X. 
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navian Bayeux,^ Whether his birth were strictly legitimate chap, iv 
or not was a matter of very little moment either in 
Norman or in Frankish eyes. If a man was of princely His doub 
birth and showed a spirit worthy of his forefathers, few ^cy^i^u 
cared to pry over minutely into the legal or canonical con- 
dition of his mother. The young Richard had been already, 
without any difficulty, acknowledged by the Norman and 
Breton chiefs as his father’s future successor in the duchy, ^ 
and he now found as little difficulty in obtaining a formal He is in- 
investiture of the fief from his lord King Lewis.^ In ^ItlTthe 
England his minority, for he was only about ten years old, 
would have been a far greater hindrance to his succession 
than his doubtful birth. But even in England^ within 
the same century, minors reigned when no better qualified 
member of the kingly house was forthcoming, and young 
Richard was the only male descendant of Rolf. The long Reign of 
reign of Richard, reaching over more than fifty years, is ^43^996* 
one of the most important in the history of Normandy and 
of France, and it is in his time that we hear of the first 
direct collision between Normandy and England. And 
the early part of Richard’s reign is perhaps more crowded 
with picturesque incidents than any other portion of time 
of equal length. The early life of the orphan child, his Romantic 
dangers, his captivity, his escape, his bitter enemies and Llfearfy'' 
his faithful friends, the mighty powers which strove for 
the possession of his person or for influence over his 
counsels — the tale has all the interest of a complicated 
romance. Many of the details are doubtless due to the 
invention of Norman legend-makers ; but there is enough 
in the soberer French and German writers to show that 
the main outline of the story is trustworthy. But for the 

^ See above, p, 192. a Dudo, 112 D. 

' ® Plod. A. 943. “ Rex Ludowicus filio ipsius Willelmi, nato de concu- 
bina Brittanna, terram Nortmannorum dedit.” So more fully in Richer, 
ii. 34. 
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purpose of the present sketch, I must set forth the romantic 
tale of Richard’s childhood only in a greatly abridged 
shape, and content myself with pointing out those parts of 
the story which are of political importance.^ 

The year in which William Longsword was murdered 
was an important year in many ways for the whole of 
Gaul. It marks in some sort the beginning of a new 
epoch. Besides the death of William and the important 
events which followed upon it^ this year was marked by 
a birth and a death which had no small influence on the 
course of affairs. Herbert of Vermandois, the regicide, 
the tyrant as he is called, died this year, and died, according 
to some accounts, in a mysterious and horrible fashion.'^ 
His dominions were divided among his sons, except some 
portions which passed into the hands of Hugh of Paris. 
The royal power thus lost one of its most formidable 
enemies, while another enemy yet more formidable was 
still further strengthened. And this year, for the first 
time, Hugh had a son to be the heir of his greatness. 
His English wife Eadhild had died childless ; but her 
successor, Hugh’s third wife, Hadwisa, daughter of King 
Henry and sister of King Otto and Queen Gerberga, now 
bore him a son, Hugh surnamed Capet, the future King. 
One can hardly doubt that the birth of his son had an 
effect on Hugh the Great’s j^olicy. He would not be a 
King himself, but he would put no hindrance in the way 
of his son being a King. From this time onwards the 
contrast between the two dynasties, between the old and 
the new, between the Frank and the Frenchman, between 

^ The original authority, such as it is, for these stories is of course Dudo, 
with the metrical chroniclers, who mainly follow him, Benoit sometimes 
adding details of his own. The English reader will find all he can want in 
Sir Francis Palgrave. I cannot help also mentioning Miss Yonge’s tale of 
the “ Little Duke,” where the whole legend is very pleasantly told, though 
with too great a leaning to the Norman side. 

* Richer, ii. 37 ; R. Glaber, i. 3. 



Laon and Paris, becomes even more sharply marked than chap. iv. 
before. 

From this time onwards also we must remark another Constant 
tendency which was doubtless closely connected with the 
one just mentioned, and of which we have already seen the 
beg’inning*. I mean the continued and const«intly strength- affairs, 
ening influence of Germany, the Eastern Kingdom, in the 
aflPairs of the West. The Council of Attigny, with the 
two Kings of the Franks sitting and acting as colleagues, 
was but the first of a long series of assemblies of the like 
kind. It is to Otto that all parties in the Western Kingdom 
appeal as their natural mediator; the King appeals to him 
as his natural protector. If the Eastern King receives no 
formal homage as over-lord, still he is clearly looked on 
both by Lewis and by Hugh as something more than a 
mere neighbour and brother. Towards Lewis Otto appears 
as the senior colleague in a common office ; in the language 
of the elder days of the Empire, the Saxon acts as the 
Augustus, while the Frank is only the Caesar.^ While Otto 
is absent on distant expeditions, his vice-gerent in Lothar- 
ingia, Duke Conrad ^ or Archbishop Bruno, is competent to 
act in his name as moderator of the Western realm. This From 943 
kind of relation between the two kingdoms lasted during 
the whole remainder of the reign of Otto the Great, that is, 
during the rest of the reign of Lewis and during the minority 
and early reign of his son Lothar. . The changed state of 
things in the days of the two cousins, Otto the Second and 
Lothar, was undoubtedly one determining cause of the fall 
of the dynasty of Laon. But there was another determin- 
ing cause of its fall with which we have more immediately 
to do. Under Bolf Normandy had stuck faithfully to the 

^ See above, p. 206. 

® On the influence of Conrad, see Flodoard, A. 948, 949, 952 ; Richer, ii. 

83, 97. Conrad afterwards lost his duchy. Bruno, Archbishop and Duke, 
brother of Otto, brother-in-law of Lewis and Hugh the Great, uncle of 
Lothar and Hugh Capet, plays a most important part somewhat later. 

VOL. I. P 
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CHAP. IV. King; under William it had fluctuated backwards and 
Normandy forwards between King and Duke. Under Richard^ Nor- 
Richard mandy, becoming every day more French and more feudal, 
to^France policy and through actual feudal ties, 

permanently attached to the Duke and therefore commonly 
hostile to the King. 

Events Great disturbances in Normandy followed on the un- 

theX^^h looked-for death of William Longsword. A new invasion 

of William, qj. settlement direct from the North seems to have hap- 
943 * 

New Dan- P^ned nearly at the same time as the Duke’s murder; 
ish settle- jj- possibly have happened with the Duke’s 

ment under m. j mi 

Sihtric. consent.^ At any rate the heathen King Sihtric now 

The Danes sailed up the Seine with a fleet, and he was at once 

thThe^^ welcomed by the Danish and heathen party in the country. 

then party Large numbers of the Normans, under a chief named 
in Nor- ® .... 

mandy. Thurmod, fell away from Christianity, and it appears that 
Apostasy young Duke himself was persuaded or constrained to 
Richard, join in their heathen worship.^ In such a state of things 
we can neither wonder at nor blame the Christian party 
in Normandy if they jlrew as close as they could to their 
Christian neighbours, even at some risk to the indepen- 
dence of the duchy. To become subjects either of the 
King of Laon or of the Duke of Paris was better than to 
be eaten up by heathen wikings. Nor are we entitled 
to be unduly hard on either King or Duke for trying 
to make the most of such an opportunity for recovering 
the ground which they had lost. The Land of the 
Normans had been given up to Rolf by the joint act of 

^ See above, p. i86. 

^ Flod. A. 9i^3 ; Richer, ii. 35. The Norman writers pass over their 
Duke’s apostasy, which of course proves very little as to the personal dis- 
position of a mere child, though it proves a great deal as to the general 
state of things in the country. But Flodoard and Richer are both explicit, 

“ Turmodum Nortmannura, qui ad idolatriam gentilemque ritum reversus, 
ad haec etiam filium Willelmi aliosque cogebat.” (Flod.) “ Ut . . . de- 
funct! ducis filium adc idolatriam suadeant, ritumque gentilem inducant.” 
(Richer.) 
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its immediate ruler, the father of the present Duke, and chap. iv. 
of its over-lord, the father of the present King, The 
grant had been made on the express condition that the mandy. 
Normans should become members of a Christian and 
Frankish commonwealth. If heathen invasions were to 
begin again, and to be powerfully helped by men settled 
on Gaulish soil, the Norman duchy was serving an object 
exactly opposite to that for which it was founded. In 
such a case both Duke and King might well feel them- 
selves justified in getting rid of the nuisance altogether. 

Feudal ideas also were fast developing, and King Lewis 
may have already begun to entertain some dim notion 
that wardship over the fief of a minor vassal was a right 
which of necessity belonged to the lord. In any case. The Chris- 
neither Hugh nor Lewis was unwilling to extend 
dominions, and at first a large party in the duchy seemed 

•w S01 V 0Bf 

ready to welcome either of them. The Christian Normans some to 
were divided between the rival attractions of the King and ^me^to 
the Duke. The Duke, nearer and more powerful, could 
give the most effectual aid at the moment ; the King, more 
distant, would be less dangerous as a permanent protector, 
and the kingly title still commanded a feeling of deep, 
if vague and unreasoning, veneration. Some of tlie Norman 
chiefs therefore commended themselves to King Lewis and 
others to Duke Hugh. This choice of different protectors 
seems to mark a difference of feeling among the Normans 
themselves but the relations of King and Duke were just 
now unusually friendly, and no immediate dissension seems 
to have arisen between them on this account. It was in 
this same year, though later than these Norman trans- 
actions, that Hugh not only acted as godfather to a 

^ Flod. A. 943. Quidam principes ipsius se regi committunt, quidam 
vero Hugoni duci.” Kicher, ii. 34. “Potiorea quoque qui cum adoles- 
centulo accesserant, per manus et sacramentum regia fiunt. . . . Alii 
vero Nortmannorum, Ricliardum ad regem transisse iridignantes, ad Hugo- 
nem ducem concedunt.” 


P 2 
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CHAP. IV. daughter of the King, but was confirmed by his new 

spiritual brother in the possession of the duchies of France 

Lewis and and Burgundy.^ Hugh entered Normandy; he fought 

both enter several battles with the heathens and apostates, and was 

Normandy, ^yillingly received at Evreux, where the citizens were of 

Lewis de- the Christian party.^ Meanwhile the King marched to 
feats the • 

heathens KoueiL he gathered what forces he could, seemingly both 

and wcu- among* his own subjects and from among the Christian 

Normans ; he fought a battle, he utterly defeated the 
heathens, he killed Thurmod with his own hand, he re- 
covered the young Duke, and left Herlwin of Montreuil 
as his representative at Rouen. ^ On a later visit to Rouen, 
he received the cession of Evreux from Hugh.^ Herlwin 
now waged war against Arnulf with some success, for he 
slew Bal^o, the actual murderer of William, and sent his 
hands as a trophy to the Norman capital.*^ But in the 
course of the year Hugh contrived to reconcile Arnulf to 
the King,^ and the King reconciled Arnulf and Herlwin. 

Such is the account given by the French writers ; the 
Normans fill up the story with many further details.*^ 


^ Flod. A. 943. Rex ei ducatum Franciae delegavit, omnemque Burgim- 
diam ipsius ditioni subjecit.” Richer (ii. 39) says, “ Kum rex omnium 
Galliarum ducem constituit.” This last cannot have been a formal title ; 
it is merely Richer’s characteristic way of affecting classical language in 
his geography. 

Flod. A. 943. “Hugo dux Francorum crebras agit cum Nortmannis, 
qui pagani advenerant, vel ad paganismum revertebantur, congressiones ; a 
quibus peditum ii^sius Christianorum multitude interimitur at ipse non- 
nullis quoque Nortmannorum interfcctis ceterisque actis in fugam, castrum 
Ebroas faventibus sibi qui tenebant illud Nortmannorum Christianis, ob- 
tinet.” Richer does not mention this. 

^ Flod. A. 943 ; Richer, ii. 35. The account of the battle is much fuller 
in Richer. 

* Flod. A. 943. 

® Richer, ii. 38, 

® Flod. A. 943. “ Hugo Amulfum cum rege pacificavit, cui rex infensus 
erat ob necem Willelmi.” Richer, li. 40. 

Dudo, 114 et seqq, ; Benoit, 12809 et seqq. ; Roman de Rou, 2799 et 
seqq. 
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They leave out — thereby throwing' the greatest doubt chap. iv. 
upon the trustworthiness of their own story — all about the Norman 

"vorsiOTi# 

homage of Richard and the other Normans, all about 
Sihtric and Tlmrmod and the deliverance of Normandy by 
Lewis himself. Lewis, according to them, came of his 
own accord to Rouen after the death of William, and was 
received with joy^ as he was supposed to have come in ’ 
order to plan an expedition against the common enemy 
Arnulf.^ Still from tliis point it is just possible to patch 
the two narratives together, though I confess that I receive 
every detail which comes clothed in the rhetoric of Dudo 
with very great suspicion. Lewis then, according to this 
account, remains at Rouen, and a suspicion gets afloat that 
he is keeping the young Duke a prisoner, and that he 
means to seize on Normandy for himself. A popular 
insurrection follows, which is only quelled by the King 
producing Richard in public and solemnly investing him 
with the duchy After this, strange to say, the Norman Richard’n 
regents, Bernard the Dane, Oslac, and Rudolf surnamed at Laon. 
Torta, are won over by the craft of Lewis to allow him to 
take Richard to Laon and bring him up with his own 
children. The King is then persuaded by tlie bribes of 
Arnulf to treat Richard as a prisoner, and even to threaten 
him with a cruel mutilation.^ By a clever stratagem of Kichard’s 
his faithful guardian Osmund, the same by which Lewis 
himself had been rescued in his childhood from Herbert of 


^ Dudo, 114 C. “ E-otomagum properavit cum suis comitibus super his 
qua3 nefario Arnulfi coinitis astu acciderant consiilturus. Rotomagenses 
vero adventu regis Ludovici hilares susceperunt eum volenter, putantes ut 
equitaret super Flandrenses,” &c. 

Ib. 1 1 5 C. Richardo praedignse irmoceutise puero largitus est terram 
haereditario avi patrisque jure possidendam.” Is not this a repetition of 
the real grant and homage mentioned above, which did not take place at 
Rouen ? 

3 “Poplites coquere.’' Dudo, 1 17 B, “ Poplites adurere.” Will, Gem. 
iv. 3. See M. Prancisque Michers note on Benoit, 13706. 
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Vermandois,^ Richard is saved from captivity, and carried 
to the safe-keeping of his great-uncle, Bernard of Senlis. 
A mass of perfidious and unintelligible diplomacy now 
follows in the Norman accounts^ of which, if it ever hap- 
pened at all, we get only the results in the French version. 
The French writers know nothing of the captivity of 
young Richard, and they connect the invasion of Nor- 
mandy which undoubtedly took place in the next year 
with certain transactions in Britanny. The Breton princes, 
Berengar and Alan, were at variance between themselves, 
a state of things which gave opportunity for a desolating 
invasion of the Normans, seemingly the heathen or apostate 
Normans.*^ Lewis now invaded Normandy in concert with 
Hugh. The Duke had already made peace with the Nor- 
mans,^ but he was seduced by the offer of all Normandy 
beyond the Seine, or at any rate of the district of Bayeux,'" 
Lewis accordingly, with Arnulf and Herlwin, and several 
Bishops of France and Burgundy, entered Normandy and 
occupied Rouen. We again find a division of parties in 
the country, some receiving the King and others withstand- 
ing him.^' Hugh meanwhile occupied Bayeux, but Lewis 
required his confederate to surrender the city to him. The 


^ That is, he was carried out in a truss of hay. One can hardly avoid 
the suspicion that this is the stoiy of Lewis’s own deliverance (see above, 
p. 184), perhaps itself legendary, turning up in another shape. 

^ Flod. A. 944. He seems to distinguish “Noitmanni cum quibus pac- 
tum inierant” from “Nortmanni qui nuper a transmarinis venerant re- 
gionibus.” Cf. Richer, ii. 41. 

® Flod. A. 944. “ Hugo duxFrancorum pactum firmat cum Nortmannis, 
datis utrimque et acceptis obsidibus.” 

* Dudo, 120 B, D. 

* Flod. A. 944. “ Baiocas . . . civitatem . . . quam rex ei dederat, si 
eum ad subjiciendam sibi hanc Nortmannorum gentem adjuvaret.” 

® Ib. A. 944. ** Rex Rodomum perveniens a Nortmannis in urbe siisci- 

pitur, quibusdam mare petentibus qui eum nolebant recipere, coeteris om- 
nibus sibi Bubjugatis.” Richer, ii. 42. “ Rex Rhodomum veniens, ab iis 

qui fidoi servatores fuere exceptus est. Desertores vero mare petentes, 
amoUti svmt, municipia vero copiis munita reliquere.” 
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Duke obeyed, but he at once began regain to plot against chap. iv. 

his sovereign.^ He now stirred up several smaller enemies ^^tween^^ 

against Lewis, such as Bernard of Senlis, Theobald, Count Lewis and 
, , Hugh, 

of Tours, Blois, and Chartres — of whom we shall hear 

again — the Vermandois princes, and Hugh, his own Arch- War at 

bishop of Bheims. Lewis meanwhile felt himself so safe ^nd else- 

in Normandy that he employed Norman troops against 

these various enemies ; ^ and when he had made a truce 


with Hugh and had raised the siege of Rheims, he returned 
to Rouen, almost as if he intended to make that city his 
capital and his permanent residence.*^ 

Lewis had first appeared in Normandy as a deliverer. Lewis at 
But according to the Norman writers, he now changed 
into a conqueror, and began to dream of exercising 
the extremest rights of conquest. The lands and the His grow- 
womcn of Normandy were to be distributed among his j^puiarity 
followers ; above all^ the estates of the aged Bernard and 


his beautiful young wife were to be given to an impudent signs on 
knight who asked for them."^ It is worth noticing that, 


both in this case and in the former one, the evil deeds 


attributed to Lewis are all in intention ; in the earlier tale 


he was going to make Richard a prisoner, he was going to 
mutilate him ; so he is now going to give Bernardos wife 
to his follower ; but it does not appear that he actually did 
any one of these things. Still we can well believe that 
the Normans were tired of Lewis’s prolonged sojourn at 
Rouen. Foreign dominion in any shape would soon 


1 Flod. A. 944. “Unde et discordiae foraes inter regem concitatur et 
ducem.’' From Flodoard it would seem that Hugh had fought with 
some Normans, and from Richer that he received the homage of others, 
earlier in the year. Hugh’s policy was always double, and Normandy was 
now very much divided against itself. 

^ Flod. A. 945. “Rex Ludowicus collecto secum Nortmannorum ex- 
ercitu, Veromandensen pagum depredatus.” So Richer, ii. 44. 

® Richer, ii. 47. “ Rhodomum rediit, nil veritus cum paucis iilic immo- 
rari, cum idem consueverit.” 

* Dudo, 122 C. 
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CHAP. IV. become hateful to the Norman nation, and all creeds and 
parties would gladly unite in an effort to get rid of it. 
That Lewis fully intended to keep Normandy can hardly 
be doubted. That great duchy, with its seven bishoprics, 
its flourishing capital, its fields and towns and harbours all 
springing into new life after their recovery from Scan- 
dinavian havoc, must indeed have been a tempting prize to 
the King of Laon and Compifegne. If he could not hold 
both Kouen and Laon, he might be well pleased to make 
the exchange, and to transfer the seat of his kingship to 
the banks of the Seine. How far any part of the Norman 
people was really prepared for such a transfer, how far 
Lewis was deceived by the false representations of men 
who only pretended to wish for it, it is impossible to 
determine. But we can well believe that all Normandy 
was soon united in hostility to the foreign King. And 
either by invitation or by accident, a most powerful and 
faithful ally was ready at hand to help the Normans in 
Harold their struggle for independence. Denmark, like Sweden 
t^e^DaLs, Norway, had, in this age, out of an union of small 
[935-9^5^ principalities, become a single powerful kingdom. Gorm 
son of the Old, the founder of the Danish monarchy, had died 
[ 8^^935 ?] after a reign said to have been of extraordinary length,^ 
and had passed on his dominion to his son Harold, sur- 
named Blaatand, Blue-tooth or Black-tooth. Harold was 
974. still a heathen ; in later times he became a compulsory 
convert to Christianity; but when he had once embraced 
985. the faith, he clave stedfastly to it, and lost his crown and 
life in defence of his new creed.^ And if we can at all 
trust the account of Harold’s conduct in Norman affairs, 

^ The chronology of Gorm's reign is of course mythical ; some give him 
quite a short reign ; others make two or three Gorms. In short, we have 
hardly any standing-ground in Danish history before the time of Swegen, 

* See above, p. 1 91, for the rebellion of his son Swegen, which the later 
Norman writers misplace. Of Swegen I shall have much to say in my 
next Chapter. 
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as given by tlie Norman writers^ it is easy to see that, in chap. iv. 
his case at least, the seed of the Gospel was sown in the 
fruitful field of an honest and good heartd The heathen Harold’s 
wiking, utterly unlike most of his tril>e, set an example rested con- 
of straightforward, honest, and unselfish dealing, which 
sliines all the brighter from its contrast with the endless 945 * 
aggressions and backslidings of the selfish and faithless 
princes of Gaul. Whatever brought Harold into Nor- 
mandy, he acted there as a disinterested friend of the 
Norman Duke and his subjects. He first appeared in the He occu- 
Cotentin, whicli was most probably already occupied by C6tentin, 
recent settlers from the North,^ and he made his head- 
quarters at Cherbourg — the borough of Ciesar.*^ lie was and Ba- 
next received at Bayeux,'^ and now all Normandy rose in 
the cause of the deliverer. That Harold defeated Lewis in 
a battle on tiic banks of the Dive is allowed on both sides ; Battle by 
that the battle was preceded by a conference is allowed on 
l)oth sides. But the French writers represent the battle 
as a treacherous attack made by the Danes on a prince 
who had come in all confidence to a peaceful meeting.^' 


* I may for once ([note an Apostropha” of Dudo, 125 D ; 

“ 0 pius, prudens, bonus, et modestus ; 

Fortis et constans, sapiensque, Justus, 

Dives, insignis, locuplesque, sellers 
Rex Haygrolde. 

Qnanivis haut sis chrismate delibutus, 

Et sacro baptismate non renatus : 

Ell vale, salveque, et aucto semper 
In deitate,” 

® See above, p. 210. 

^ *■ Cccsaris burgus ” is the approved etymology of our author’s, but I 
suspect that the place is akin to our Scarborough in name as well as in 
natural position. 

* hlod. A. 945. “ Haigroldus Nortmannus qui Baiocis pra*erat.” So 

Richer, ii. 47. 

Flod. u. s. ; Richer, u. s. Tiiis last writer brings in Hugh the Great 
as an accomplice ; Dolus apud ducem a transfugis paratus, qui ante latu- 
erat, orta opportunitate ex raritate militum, in apertum erupit. Nam 
duni terapestivus adveniret, ab Hagroldo qui Baiocensibus prseerat, per 
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HISTORY OF NORMANDY. 

The Normans, on the other hand, say that the fight was 
brought about by the imprudence or insolence of Herlwin 
of Montreuil.^ He who had caused, liowever innocently, 
the death of William, he who had ruled in Rouen as the 
deputy of Lewis, now appeared prominently among the 
royal troops, and stirred up the wrath of Danes and 
Normans by his presence. This certainly seems a very 
lame story, and we may well believe that Harold, how- 
ever faithful to his allies, might see no crime in practising 
a little of the usual Danish treachery towards an enemy. 
But the result of the Imttle is certain ; the armies met, on 
or near ground to be afterwards made immortal by one of 
the chiefest exploits of the great William;^ and, as a 
fitting forerunner of the day of Varaville, the King^s army 
was defeated and Lewis taken prisoner.*^ The Normans 
add that Harold and Lewis met, man to man and King to 
King, and that the Dane led away the Frank as the prize 
of his own personal prowess. Lewis however escaped ; he 
was accompanied, perhaps betrayed, by a Norman in whom 
he trusted, and, on reaching Rouen, he was imprisoned by 
other Normans in whom he trusted also. The Danish 
King, if we can trust a tale of such unparalleled gene- 
rosity, had now done his work. He passed through the 
land, confirming the authority of the young Duke, and 
restoring the laws of Rolf.^ This last phrase is one which 
meets us constantly in our own history. After the Nor- 

legationem suasoriain accersitus, Bajocas cum paucis ad accersientem, 
utpote ad fidelem quern in nullo suHpectnm habuerat, securis accessit. 
Barbanis vero milituin inopiam iiiluitus cum multitudine armatorum Regi 
incautus aggreditur.” 

^ Dudo, 123 C, D. 

^ See vol. iii. ch. xii, § 2. 

^ Flod. A, 945. Rex solus fugam iniit, prosequento se Nortmanno 
quodam sibi fideli. Cum quo Rodornum veniens, comprehensus est ab aliis 
Nortmannis quos sibi fideles esse putabat, et sub ciistodia detentus.” 

* Dudo, 125 D. ‘*Jura legesque et statuta Rollonis ducis tenere per 
omnia cogebat.” 
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man Conquest, the demand for the laws of King Eadward chap. iv. 
is familiar to every one, and in earlier times we read of 
demands for the laws of Eadgar or of Cnut, or whoever 
was the last King who was looked back to with any love.^ 

What is really meant in all such cases is not so much any 
actual enactments as good administration instead of bad, 
often native administration instead of foreign. The re- 
newal of Rolf’s law meant the wiping out of all traces 
of the dominion of the King of Laon. Harold then 
sailed away to his own islands; twenty years afterwards, 
unless the one story is a repetition of the other, he was 
equally able and willing to come again on the same 
errand. 2 

King Lewis was thus a prisoner, as his father had Lewis kep 
been before him. After a certain amount of the usual 
treacherous diplomacy,^ he was transferred from the hands 945”6- 
of the Normans to those of their ally the Duke of the 
French, His wrongs called forth the wrath of his 

^ In Clint’s time (Chron. A. ioi8) the Witan at Oxford renewed 
“ Eadgar’s law ; ” so Harold, in answer to the demands of the Northum- 
brians in revolt against Tostig (Chron. A. 1065), “ renewed Cent's law.” 

So on the conquest of Cyprus by Richard the First in 1191 the laws of the 
Emperor Manuel were restored — on the payment by the islanders of half 
their possessions. Ben. Petrib. ii. 168. 

I confess that, once or twice, in writing this paragraph, a doubt has 
crossed my mind whether “ Haigrold who commanded at Bayeux” (see p. 

217) was not, after all, some much smaller person than Harold King of the 
Danes. The Northern writers, as far as I know, do not mention the expe- 
dition, the motive of which is not veiy obvious. But very little can be 
made out of the Northern stories in any case ; the French writers always 
slur over everything Norman ; and the fiction would seem almost too bold 
even for Norman invention. The details of course cannot be accepted in 
any case. 

® Flod. A. 945 ; Richer, ii. 48 ; Widukind, ii. 39. “ Hluthowicus rex a 
ducibus suis [Hugh?] circumventus, et a Northmannis captus, consilio 
Hugonis Lugdunuin [confusedly for Laiidunum, which is itself an error] 
missus custodise publicae traditur. Filium autem ejus natu majorem Karlo- 
mannum Northmanni secum duxerunt Rothun ; ibi et mortuus est.” On 
the hostages, see Flodoard and Richer. 
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kinsmen in other lands. Queen Gerberga sought help 
alike from her own Old-Saxon brother and from her 
husband’s West-Saxon uncle. iEthelstau the Glorious 
was no more, but he had handed on his sceptre to a 
worthy successor in Eadmund the Magnificent. An Eng- 
lish embassy haughtily demanded the release of the King, 
and received from Hugh as haughty a refusal. The Duke 
of the French would do nothing for fear of the threats of 
the English.^ How Eadmund would have followed up 
this beginning it is hard to say; but the next year saw 
him cut off by the assassin’s dagger, and his successor 
Eadred had enough to do in the renewed and final struggle 
with the Northumbrian Danes. The application to Otto 
was more efiectual. The King of the lllast-Franks at once 
determined to invade the Western Kingdom the next 
year.‘^ He refused a personal conference with Hugh, and 
the conference which he allowed him to have with Conrad 
of Lotharingia was fruitless.'^ At last, when the German 
army was actually assembling, Hugh found it necessary to 
come to terms with his royal prisoner.^ Hugh’s terms 
were simple — freedom in exchange for Laon. After a 
while, Lewis brought himself to surrender his single 


^ Rich<'r, ii. 49, 50. “ Ob minas Anglorum nil so factunnn ; ipsos, si 

veniant, quid in arinis Galli valeant prom[)tisBiine experturos ; quod si for- 
niidine tacti non veniant, pro arrogantiac tainen illatione, Gallorum vires 
quandoque cognituros et insuper pcenani luituros. Iratus itaque legates 
expulit.” Flodoard, contrary to the remark made in p. 203, is less excited 
against insular intervention. 

* Widukind, ii. 39. “Audiens auteni rex super fortuna amici satis 
doluit, iinperavitque expeditionem in Gallia contra Hugonem in annum 
secundum.” 

^ Flod, A. 945. ^‘Qui rex nolens loquicum eo mittit ad eum Conradum 
ducem Lotharieiisiura. Cum quo locutus Hugo, infensus Othoni regi rever- 
titur.” 

* Flod. A. 946; Richer, ii. 51. Richer clearly connects the liljeration of 
Lewis with the negotiations with Otto. 'Widukind (iii. 2) is still more ex- 
plicit; *'Certus autein factus de adventu regis Huga, timore quoque per- 
territuB, dimisit Hluthowicum.’* 
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stronghold, his own royal city, which was still held for chap. iv. 

him by his faithful and stout-hearted Queen. The Duke ^^^aion of 

^ ^ Laon. 

of the French took possession of the city of the rock, and 946. 
the King of the West-Franks was reduced to be little more 
than King of Compiegne. Most likely he hoped, through 
German and English help, soon to be again King, not 
only of Laon, but of Paris and Rouen as well. And as 
far as forms and words and outward homage went, his 
authority was presently restored over the whole kingdom. 

Duke Hugh did not scruple to deprive his sovereign of Lewis’s 
liberty and dominion ; but he would never be a King renewed, 
himself, and he would always have a King over him. The Hugh and 
royal dignity — held, it would seem, to have fallen into p^i^cerdo 
abeyance through the King’s imprisonment — was solemnly l^omage. 
renewed, and Hugh the Great once more became the faith- 
ful liegeman and homager of the King whom he had just 
before held in bonds.’- The other princes of the kingdom 
followed his example; but, if the Norman writers are to 
be believed, there was one marked exception. On thcThcabso- 
banks of the Epte, where the founder of the Norman state penVence 
had first done homage, the Duke of the Normans was^^^?^" 

. . mandy 

formally set free from all superiority on the part of the asserted 

Frankish King.^ Richard still bore no higher title than ]/orman 
that of Duke ; but he was a King, as flir as complete 
authority within his own land, and absolute independence 
of all authority beyond its borders, could make him a 
King. The prince who was thus acknowledged as per- 
fectly independent was presently persuaded, like other 
allodial owners, to seek a lord, and Richard Duke Richard's 
of the Normans forthwith commended himself and his Sltion^to 
dominions to his neighbour and benefactor Hugh Duke of 


^ Flod, A. 946. Qui dux Hugo renovans regi Ludowico regium 
honorem vel nomen, ei sese cum cjeteris regni committit primoribus.” 
Richer cuts the matter shorter (ii. 51) ; Unde et dimissus, data Lauduno, 
Compendii sese recepit.” 

* Dudo, 126 C. See Appendix W. 
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CHAP. IV. the French.^ Now the absolute independence of Nor- 
mandyj the renunciation of all homage and all superiority- 
on the part of the crown, is an assertion for which we 
need some better authority than the declamation of Dudo. 
In his pages indeed Richard appears as a King, holding 
the Norman monarchy in fee of no earthly power. But 
in those pages he also appears as one who far more 
than forestalled the work of his descendant, as one who 


held all Gaul and all Britain, with seemingly Germany 

and Denmark to boot, as dependencies of his Norman 

monarchy .2 By the accuracy of the one description we 

may perhaps judge of the accuracy of the other. 

Practical But the commendation of Normandy to the Duchy of 

oniie^com- France rests on much better authority. Norman vanity 

mendation inclined to dwell on it than on the alleged 

of Richard ^ ® ^ 

to Hugh, independence of Normandy on the kingdom, but it is 
incomparably the better ascertained fact of the two. In 
the days of Richard we get our first glimpses of docu- 
mentary evidence for Norman history in the form of 
charters, and in an extant charter Richard distinctly 
speaks of the Duke of the French as his lord.^ And it 
is clear that homage to the Duke carried with it a 
much more practical relation than homage to the King. 
Throughout this whole period we find Normandy con- 
stantly acting as a subsidiary ally of France. Hugh is 
followed in his campaigns by Norman troops, seemingly 
as a matter of course.'^ 


* Dudo, 128 D et seqq. See Appendix W. 

^ Dudo, 138 A. “ Burgundionibus imperat, Aquitanos arguit, et incre- 
pat Briton es, et Northmannos regnat et gubernat, Flandrenses minatur, et 
devastat Dacos et Lotharienaes, quinetiam Saxones sibi connectit et conci- 
liat. Angli quoque ei obedienter subduntur, Scoti et Hibemenses ejua 
patrocinio reguntur." Cf. p. 185. ^ See Appendix W. 

‘ Flod. 948. “Hugo, nullam moram faciena, collecta auorum multa 
Nortmannorumque manu.’' 949. “Hugo comes collecta suorum multa 
Nortmannorumque manu.” “ Hugo igitur non modico tarn suorum quam 
Nortmannorum collecto exercitu.” 
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A double alliance was thus formed, between Normandy chap. iv. 
and France on the one hand, between the Eastern and 

^ , alliance, 

Western Kings on the other. And the alliance of Nor- between 

mandy and France sealed the fate of the Carolingian France 

kingship. That kingship lasted forty years longer, but 

its doom was sealed when Richard commended him- Eastern 

self to Hugh. It did not fall when its fortunes seemed Western 

lowest. At that moment it had still a powerful protector 

in the Eastern King. Nor did its utter extinction suit 

the peculiar policy of the powerful vassal, who, as far as 

internal politics were concerned, held its destiny in his 

hands. But even the German protectorate could hardly 

have much longer sustained the German throne of Laon 

against the growing power of the new French nationality. 

When that protectorate was forfeited, as we shall soon see 

it, there was no longer any hope for the last traces of 

Teutonic sway in the West. Again, had Normandy re- The alli- 

mained isolated and Teutonic, things might have taken tweL^Nor- 

a different course. Had Rouen been hostile or even 

Jb ranee de- 

doubtful, Paris might not have triumphed over Laon. terminea 
Charles the Simple had been able to raise up a powerful of the^^ 
Norman division against the rival King, which staved 

^ dynasty. 

off his fate for a while. ' So, had Richard been other 945 - 987 * 
than Hugh Capet’s faithful vassal and loving brother, a 
similar Norman diversion might, for a while at least, 
have preserved the crown to the house of Charles. But 
Normandy was now the firm ally of France, and that 
alliance of Rouen and Paris fixed the extinction, slow, it 
might be, but sure, of the royalty of Laon. It was a 
question of time. All depended on the policy of the 
successive Dukes of the French. And wo shall presently 
have to study the policy of Hugh Capet, widely different 
from that of his father, but quite as remarkable in its 
own way. 

This double alliance was not slow in bearing fruit. The 
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CHAP. IV. threats of Otto^ unlike the threats of Eadmimd, were 
tw'o^Khigs^ carried into action. Lewis had indeed been set free ; but 
against the lie set free on terms which his royal collea^rue and 

two Dukes. . . . 1 r. 

946. brother must have felt to be dishonouring* to himself as 

well as to his ally. A war shortly followed^ in which the 

two Kings appear as the common enemies of the two 

Dukes. But it is a war about which it is very difficult 

Compan- to get at the exact truth. In the part which relates 

French, to Normandy the French writers are, evidently of set 

Imd^or- p^^i'pose, meagre beyond expression. Our chief German 

man ac- authority, though he enlarges on one or two trifling 
counts. , . . . • • 1 

points,^ is, on the point which most immediately concerns 

us, hardly fuller than his Western fellows. The Norman 

legend, on the other hand, overwhelms us with details, 

half of which we instinctively suspect to be mythical. 

There is no doubt that the issue of the campaign in a 

military point of view was inglorious, to say the least, 

for the two Kings of the Franks. This was quite reason 

enough for the French and German writers to slur over 

the subject, and for the Normans to pick it out as a 

Objects of subject for special rhetoric and exaggeration. In their 

story Arnulf, as usual, appears as the villain of the piece. 

posed in- 4]^^ wliolc strife : liis scheme is for Lewis 

trigues of ^ 

Arnulf. to yield to Otto all claims on Lotharingia, and to receive 
Normandy instead, as soon as the duchy should be con- 
quered for him by the arms of the German King.- But 
the French and German writers know nothing of these 
machinations of Arnulf, and in their eyes, or at least in 
their writings, Normandy never assumes any such primary 
importance. The interference of Otto, in connexion with 
what went before and what followed, is intelligible enough, 

' Widukind (ii. 2) has a good deal to tell us about tho threats exchanged 
between Hugh and Otto, and about the straw hats worn by Otto’s soldiers, 
but he cuts the details of the campaign very short. See Palgrave, ii. 544. 

® Dudo, 129 D. 
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and it hardly needs the introduction of Arnulf to explain cha.p. iv. 
it. Yet it is likely enough that the seheme said to 
have been suggested by the wily Fleming really did 
form an element in the reckonings of the two Kings. 

It was most important to settle the endless Lotharingian 
question, which had formed a subject of discord between 
them even in the very year of Lewis’s occupation of 944. 

Rouen.^ And after Lewis’s defeat and imprisonment, we Probable 
may be sure that the conquest or humiliation of Normandy on^ 
was an object very dear to his heart. At all events, with Normandy, 
whatever objects, the King of the East-Franks ^ entered otto ; 
the Western Kingdom, and was joyfully welcomed by its 
King, who joined him with all his forces. A third King 
joined the muster, Conrad of Burgundy,^ who followed in Lewis, and 
the wake of Otto. Of the four Carolingian kingdoms 
three were thus united against the upstart powers of Paris 
and Rouen. ' And among them the German King, not yet 
Emperor in formal rank, takes a distinct and recognized 
Imperial precedence. Burgundy and the Western King- 
dom do not indeed seem to owe him any formal homage ; 
but their sovereigns were far more truly his vassals, in 
any practical sense of the word, than the Dukes against 
whom they were marching were vassals of the King of 
CompiSgne. The three Kings began by an attempt to The three 
extend the despoiled monarch’s possessions by the recovery ^fo?e 
of his lost fortress of Laon.^ This attempt failed ; but they 

^ This Lotharingian dispute is not mentioned by Richer, but it appears 
in Flodoard, A. 944. Lewis and Hugh both sent embassies to Otto, and 
that of Hugh met with the more favourable reception. Things changed 
greatly in the course of a year. 

2 Dudo, 129 B, makes Henry still King, and presently — finding out his 
mistake, but not correcting it— he goes on to talk of Otto. This year, 946, 

Otto lost his beloved English wife Eadgyth, Flod. A. 946 ; Widukind, ii. 

4 i> iii* I* * See Appendix "T. 

* Wid. iii. 3. “ Lugdunum [Laudunum] adiit, eamque armis temptavit.'* 

Flodoard (946) says, “Considerata castri firmitate devertunt abeo,” So 
Richer, ii. 54. 

VOL. I. 
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CHAP. IV. took Rlieims, whence they drove out Hugh, the Duke^s 
Archbishop, and broiig*ht back Artald, the faithful servant 
of King Lewis.^ They then entered France ; they ravaged 
the whole land, but they shrank from or failed in an 
attack on Paris.^ They then harried Normandy, but they 
failed in an attempt on Rouen. ^ Thus much is certain ; 
take either Confederate Kings were driven back from the Norman 
capital. The picturesque, but probably to a great extent 
legendary, details form a brilliant picture, for which I 
must refer to the Norman writers and their English 
interpreter.^ 

The discomfiture of three Kings, the repulse of the 

man inter- great Otto himself, could not fail to become a favourite 
ventiou. 

’ Flocl. A. 946 ; \Vi(l. iii. 3 ; Richer, ii. 54-6. Widukind places the 
taking of Rheiuis before the invasion of France. 

^ The accounts here vary a good deal. Widukind says, “ Tnde Parisius 
[this name is used, I know not why, by many mediawal writers as an in= 
clinable noun] peiTexit, Hugonemqiie ibi obsedit, memoriam quo([ue Dionysii 
martvris [Hugh was lay Abbot of his monastery] digue honorans venera- 
tus est.” Flodoard says, “ Reges cum exercitibus suis terrain Hugonig 
aggrediuntur, ct inborn Silvariectensem obsidentes, ut viderunt munitissi^ 
mam, nec cam valentes expugnare, ciesis quibusdam suoriim, dimiserunt 
Sicque trans Sequanam coiitendentts, loca quieque pnetor civitates gravibin 
atterunt dopraidationibus, terrain<pie Nortmannorum peragrantes, locii 
plura devastant ; indeque venientes regrodiuntur in sua.*’ Could Widu- 
kind have confounded Paris and Senlis ? Richer, who has some curioui: 
details (ii. 57), mentions the siege of Senlis (56) but says nothing of Paris 
and he quurtors Hugh at Orleans (58). Dudo (130 B) makes the KingJ 
meet at Paris, so far confirming Widukind. Dudo doubtless did not can 
about the fate of Laon or Rheims, 

^ Neither Flodoard nor Richer mentions Rouen. All that Richer (ii 
58) has to say of the Norman camj)aign is, “ Post hmc feruntur in terran 
piratarum ac solo terras devastant. Sicque regis injuriam atrociter ultlf ite 
ad sua retorquent.” But Widukind (iii. 4) has, “ Exinde, collecta ex oinii 
exercitu electorum militum manu, Rothun Danorum urbem adiit, sed difli 
cultate locorum, asperiorique hieme ingriiente, plaga eos quldem ^agn 
percusnit ; incolumi exercitu, infecto negotio^ post tres menses Saxoniam n 
gressuB est, urbibus Remenso atque Bugduno [a clear error] cum cseteri 
armis captia Hluthowico regi concessis.” 

* Dudo, 1 31-5 ; Roman de Rou, 3914-4291 ; Palgrave, ii. 556-586. Se 
also Historical Essays, First Series, pp. 240-243. 
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subject of Norman boasting. But it is by no means chap. iv. 
clear that the German intervention was altogether fruit- 
less. We have seen the fortunes of Lewis at their 
lowest ebb. We now sec them very distinctly begin Lewis’s 
to rise, while those of Hugh the Great suffer a tempo- begin to 
rary depression. The Duke failed in several expeditions, 
while the King went on gaining both in territorial do- 


minion and in the opinion of men. The close connexion Friendship 
between the two Frankish Kings continued^ and both and Otto. 
Lewis and his Queen shared the hospitality of their 
brother, and took a part in the paschal splendours of 947 ^ 949 * 
Aachen.^ Not the least striking feature of this period Series of 
is the series of* synods, synods of bishops from both the 
Frankish kingdoms, but to which the Eastern realm 
naturally contributed by far the greater share. The first Meeting 
of the series, held on the banks of the Cher, was held eheV^ 
along with a secular conference, and with armies at no 947 * 
great distance.^ The later meetings, at Verdun,'^ at Mou- Synods of 
zon,^ and the last and most solemn, held at Engelheim ^ ' 

under the presidency of a papal legate, seem to have been ^ngel- 
essentially ecclesiastical assemblies. But the Kings were heim, 


^ Against Flanders (Flod. A. 947 ; Richer, ii. 60) ; against Rheirns 
(Flod. u. 8. ; Richer, ii. 62) ; against Soissons (Flod. 848 ; Richer, ii. 85). 

^ Lewis in 947 (Flod. in anno; Richer, ii. 61) ; Gerberga in 949 (Flod. 
in anno ; Richer, ii. 86). This was a great meeting of German and Lo- 
tharingian princes, and of ambassadors from Italy, England, and Constanti- 
nople. 

^ Flod. 947; Richer, ii. 63-5. It would seem that some bishops were 
there in their 'princely character, to whom Duke Hugh referred the ques- 
tion about the archbishopric of Rheirns, which the bishops referred to a 
more regular synod to be held at Verdun. Widukind says (iii. 5), Huga 
autem expertus potentiam regis virtutemque Saxonum, non passus est 
ultra terminos sues hostiliter intrare, sed pergenti in eamdem expeditionem 
anno seqmnti [the French writers do not imply this] occurrit juxta fluvium 
qui dicitur Char, manus dedit, juxtaque imperium regis pactum iniit, utiUs- 
que proinde permansit.” This is greatly exaggerated. 

* Flod. 947 ; Richer, ii. 66. 

* Flod. 948 ; Richer, ii. 67, 8. 

® Flod. 948 ; Richer, ii. 69-81. 

Q ^ 
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CHAP. TV. present, acting as royal colleagues, the Eastern King 
^e^K^ngs keeping his distinct superiority.^ Otto may well have 
dreamed of himself as a new Constantine presiding in a new 
Contro- Nicene Council. The strictly ecclesiastical object of these 

v©rsv 

about the assemblies was to decide the controversy between the rival 
Rheims- Arohbishops who disputed, and alternately occupied, the 
metropolitan see of Eheims. But such a point could not 
be dealt with as a mere matter of canon law. The real 
question was not whether Hugh or Artald was the more 

regularly elected Primate, but whether the great city of 

Eheims should be held by a prince devoted to the Duke 

or by a prince devoted to the King. The affairs of the 

Western Kingdom were fully discussed in an assembly of 
prelates, most of whom were subjects of the Eastern King. 
Lewis set forth the whole story of his wrongs before his 
brother King and the bishops, and prayed both of them 
to use their several arms, temporal and spiritual, against 
his enemy. The result was, not only that Eheims w^as 
Trie^;*^^ restored to the royalist Archbishop, but that, after due 
Great notice, the Duke of the French was solemnly excom- 

excom- municated in a final synod at Trier,^ which, oddly enough, 

municatetl. . • i PTTir ^ ^ tt i i 

948. consisted mainly of Western bishops. Hugh however cared 
little for the excommunication ; the war continued, and 
various places were attacked with varying success on both 
sides. The Normans appeared as the allies of Hugh ; ^ 

* I quote some passages from Flo<loard illuBtrating the position of the 
Kings. Ingressis gloriosis regibua Othone et Ludowico et simul resid8ii= 
tibua . . . exsurgens Ludowicus rex e latere et conceasu domini regie 
Othonis.” Lewis offers *' inde se juxta synodale judicium et rcrjis Othonu 
prceceptionem purgaret, vel certamine singular! defenderet.** ** Interea rex 
Ludowicus deprecatur regein Othonem ut subsidium sibi ferat contra Hugo 
nem, et ceteros inimicos snos. Qui petition! concodens,” &c. 

^ Flod. 948. The Synod adjourned from Engelheirn to Laon and frou 
Laon to Trier, where the anathema against Hugh was pronounced. Flc 
doard was himself present, being chaplain to Archbishop Artald. Richer 
(ii. 82) confounds the two adjournments, and makes the anathema be prc 
nounced at Laon. 

® See above, p. 222. 
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Otto, engaged in distant affairs, entrusted the support of 
Lewis to Conrad of Lotharingia.^ By a stratagem of 
Rudolf, the father of the historian, Laon was recovered 
to the King, except the tower, which still held out for 
Hugh.2 At last an excommunication pronounced by Pope 
Agapetus in person ^ seems to have made some impression 
on the stubborn mind of the Duke. Through the mediation 
of Otto, peace was made once more ; Hugh again did 
homage in the fullest terms,'* and restored to the King 
the tower of Laon, which he still held. After this, though 
smaller wars and bickerings still went on in Lotharingia, 
Vermandois, and elsewhere, there was for four years only 
one revolt of Hugh, and that one after which the great 
Duke found it expedient to beg for peace through the 
intercession of Queen Gcrberga.'" During all this time 
the power of Lewis was steadily growing. Whether by 
force or persuasion, he gained over to his side the princes 
of Aquitaine, who no doubt welcomed the King as a con- 
venient rival to their nearer neighbour the Duke.^ Lewis 
even passed the boundaries of his own kingdom ; he visited 
Besan 9 on, and received the homage of at least one prince 
of the royal Burgundy, Charlcs-Constantine of Vienne.^ 
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* See above, p. -209. 

^ Flod. A. 949 ; Richer, at great length, ii. 87-91, 

^ Fiod. A. 949 ; Richer, ii. 95. 

* Flod. A. 950. “ Hugo ad regem venit et suns efficitur.” Richer, ii, 

97. “ Dux . , . regi humiliter reconciliari deposcit, eique satisfactiirum 

sese poUicetur. . . . Hugo itaque dux per manus et sacramentum regi 
efficitur.’* ® Flod. A. 953. 

® Richer’s narrative (ii. 98) differs from that of Flodoard in introducing 
Hugh as gathering the army for the Aquitanian expedition, of which the 
King afterwards takes the command. But Richer’s French translator 
seems to misconceive his meaning when he renders ** in Aquitaniam exer- 
citum regi parat” by “le due leva une arm^e en Aquitaine.** 

’’ Flod. A. 951 ; Richej^ u. s., who says that Charles '*ex regio quidem 
genere natus erat, sed concubinali stenunate usque ad tritavum sordebat.” 
Neither of them gives him the royal title which he certainly bore. Is 
Charles-Constantine ” perhaps the earliest case of a double Christian 
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All tilings seemed prospering for the Carolingian King, 
when his strange and unexpected death cut short the hopes 
of his house.* After all his long and chequered career, he 
was only thirty-three years of age. 

The long reign of Lothar, the son and successor of 
Lewis, answers to only a part of the much longer reign of 
Richard the Fearless. In the course of a few years most 
of the principalities of Gaul changed masters. Long be- 
fore the reign of Lothar was over, almost before he had 
personally entered on his government, Richard, so lately 
a child, the youngest of princes, became the eldest ruler 
within his own world. King Lewis was dead already; 
Hugh the Great died two years later ; Arnulf of Flanders, 
at an almost incredible old age, died nine years later still.''^ 
Otto, King and Emperor, outlived all these princes, but 
Richard outlived both him and his son. Richard suc- 
ceeded to his duchy in the time of Eadmund of England ; 
he outlived Ejidmund, Eadred, liadwig, and Eadgar, and 
lived far on into the reign of iEthelred. In France he beheld 
and furthered the extinction of the Carolingian dynasty, 
and he died in the same year as the first King of 
the permanent Parisian line. But this long period is, if 
we contrast it with that which went before it, compara- 
tively barren of events bearing on the history of the 
Norman duchy. Richard wrought great changes within 
his own dominions, and he had many enemies to contend 
against without ; still the greater part of his reign was 
no longer one incessant struggle, like the reign of his 
father and his own early days. For some years wars and 
disputes went on almost as vigorously as before ; but for 


name, or is “ Constantinus ” a mere surname, derived from one of the cities 
called Constantia ? 

^ Flod. A. 954; Richer, ii. 103. 

* Flod. A. 965 ; Richer, iii. 21. 
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many years before his death Richard seems to have enjoyed chap. iv. 
a time of comparative peace, which he devoted to the con- 

^ ^ ^ tive quiet 

solidation of his power within his own states, and in a of the later 

great degree to the erection and enrichment of ecclesias- mchard. 

tical foundations. 962-996, 

Young Lotbar was chosen King without opposition by 

the princes of France^ Aquitaine, and ducal Burgundy. 

Duke Hugh espoused his cause ; so did Archbishop Brano^ 

who now ruled Lotharingia in the name of his brother 

King Otto.^ But Hugh soon contrived to employ the 

boy whom he recognized as his sovereign as the tool of 

his own crafty policy. As lias been already said, the Hugh 

princes of Southern Gaul were the natural allies of the Lothar 

King against the Duke who was so dangerous a neigh- Xquitmi m 

hour to both. The most powerful, at least the most pi’tnces, 

but is 

prominent^ among these princes, William of Poitiers, the defeated 
brother-indaw of William of Normandy,- seems to have 
been on the whole a faithful vassal of Lewis, and he had 955 * 
certainly given no recent cause of offence. But Hugh 
procured from Lothar a grant of the duchy of Aquitaine, 
in addition to those of France and Burgundy/ and it was 
doubtless in order to enforce this claim that he involved the 
King in a war with the Aquitanian princes. But Hugh 
was utterly baffled before Poitiers,'"' and, soon after this 


^ Flod. A. 954. “ Lotharius puer, filius Ludowici, apud Sanctum Remi* 

gium rex consecratur ab Artoldo archiepiscopo, favente Hiigone principe et 
Brunone archiepiscopo, caiterisque priesulibus ac proceribus Francia^, Bur- 
gundise, atque Aquitaniae.” Richer (iii. i, 2) is fuller, but to the same 
effect. 

2 He married Gerloc or Adela, daughter of Rolf and Popo, Dudo (97 
B, C) has a curious story about his courtship. 

3 See Flod. A. 942, 951 ; Richer, ii. 28, 98. 

* Flod. A. 954. “ Burgundia quoque et Aquitania Hugoni dantur ab 
ipso [Lothario].” 

* Flod. A. 955 ; Richer, iii. 3-5, who puts as good a face as he can 
on Hugh’s discomfiture, and makes more of a subsequent victory over 
William, and of a second more successful siege, of which Flodoard says 
nothing. 
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All things seemed prospering for the Carolingian King, 
when his strange and unexpected death cut short the hopes 
of his house.^ After all his long and chequered career, he 
was only thirty-three years of age. 

The long reign of Lothar, the son and successor of 
Lewis, answers to only a part of the much longer reign of 
Richard the Fearless. In the course of a few years most 
of the principalities of Gaul changed masters. Long be- 
fore the reign of Lothar was over, almost before he had 
personally entered on his government, Richard, so lately 
a child, the youngest of princes, became the eldest ruler 
within his own world. King Lewis was dead already; 
Hugh the Great died two years later ; Arnulf of Flanders, 
at an almost incredible old age, died nine years later still.^ 
Otto, King and Emperor, outlived all these princes, but 
Richard outlived both him and his son. Richard suc- 
ceeded to his duchy in the time of Eadmund of England ; 
he outlived Eadmund, Eadrcd, Eadwig, and Eadgar, and 
lived far on into the reign of ^thelred. In France he beheld 
and furthered the extinction of the Carolingian dynasty, 
and he died in the same year as the first King of 
the permanent Parisian line. But this long period is, if 
we contrast it with that which went before it, compara- 
tively barren of events bearing on the history of the 
Norman duchy. Richard wrought great changes within 
his own dominions, and he had many enemies to contend 
against without; still the greater part of his reign was 
no longer one incessant struggle, like the reign of his 
father and his own early days. For some years wars and 
disputes went on almost as vigorously as before ; but for 

• 

name, or is “ Constantinus ” a mere surname, derived from one of the cities 
called Constantia ? 

^ Flod. A. 954 ; Richer, ii. 103. 

* Flod. A. 965 ; Richer, iii. 21. 
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many years before his death Richard seems to have enjoyed 
a time of comparative peace, which he devoted to the con- 
solidation of his power within his own states, and in a 
great degree to the erection and enrichment of ecclesias- 
tical foundations. 

Young Lotbar was chosen King without opposition by 
the princes of France, Aquitaine, and ducal Burgundy. 
Duke Hugh espoused his cause ; so did Archbishop Bruno, 
who now ruled Lotharingia in the name of his brother 
King Otto.^ But Hugh soon contrived to employ the 
boy whom he recognized as his sovereign as the tool of 
his own crafty policy. As has been already said, the 
princes of Southern Gaul were the natural allies of the 
King against the Duke who was so dangerous a neigh- 
bour to both. The most powerful, at least the most 
prominent, among these princes, William of Poitiers, the 
brother-in-law of William of Normandy,'^ seems to have 
been on the whole a faithful vassal of Lewis, ^ and he had 
certainly given no recent cause of offence. But Hugh 
procured from Lothar a grant of the duchy of Aquitaine, 
in addition to those of France and Burgundy,^ and it was 
doubtless in order to enforce this claim that he involved the 
King in a war with the Aquitanian princes. But Hugh 
was utterly baffled before Poitiers,^ and, soon after this 
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^ Plod. A. 954. “ Lotharius puer, filius Ludowici, apud Sanctum Remi* 

gium rex consecratur ab Artoldo archiepiscopo, favente Hugone principe et 
Brunotie archiepiscopo, cieterisque prajsulibus ac proceribus Franciae, Bur- 
gundiae, atque Aquitanise.” Richer (iii. i, 2) is fuller, but to the same 
effect. 

2 He married Gerloc or Adela, daughter of Rolf and Popo. Dudo (97 
B, C) has a curious story about his courtship. 

^ See Flod, A. 942, 951 ; Richer, ii. 28, 98. 

* Flod. A. 954. “ Burgundia quoque et Aquitania Hugoni dantur ab 

ipso [Lothario].” 

® Flod. A. 955 ; Richer, iii. 3-5, who puts as good a face as he can 
on Hugh’s discomfiture, and makes more of a subsequent victory over 
William, and of a second more successful siege, of which Flodoard says 
nothing. 
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defeat^ his busy and faithless life, hitherto in general so 
successful, came to an end.' The duchy of Trance, like 
the kingdom and the duchy of Normandy^ now passed to 
a minor. Hugh, surnamed Capet, the future King, suc- 
ceeded his father at the age of thirteen years. On account 
of his youth, he was left by his father^s will under the 
guardianship of the Duke of the Normans.^ Besides the 
close political connexion between the two princes, Richard 
was betrothed to Emma, daughter of the elder and sister 
of the younger Hugh, whom some years later he married.^ 
Whether Richard ever did homage to Lothar is not clear 
but Hugh, on his accession to manhood, did homage to 
the King, and was invested with the duchy of France and 
county of Poitiers, Burgundy being assigned to his younger 
brother Otto.^ The death of Otto however, before many 
years had passed, caused Burgundy also to revert to Hugh.^ 
Richard also renewed the commendation which he had 
made to the elder Hugh, and became the loyal vassal 
of his brother-in-law.’^ Arnulf, the old enemy, was now 
in his last days ; ® so the functions of devil or villain are 


^ Flod. A. 956. “ Hugo princeps obiit.” Richer, iii. 5. 

^ Dudo, 1 36 D. 

® Flod. A. 960. ** Richardus, filius Willelmi Nortmannorunj principle, 

filiam Hugonis trana Sequanam [or ‘ Transsequani ’] quondam principis 
duxit uxorera.” Dudo (136, 7) and Sir Francia Palgrave (ii. 690-4) have 
much to say about this marriage. 

* See Appendix W. 

® Flod. A. 960. “ Otto et Hugo filii Hugonis, mediante avunculo ipso- 

rum Brunone, ad regem veniunt ac sui eflBciuntur. Quorum Hugonem rex 
ducem constituit, addito illi pi^go Pictavensi ad terram quam pater ipsius 
tenuerat ; concessa Ottoni Burgundia.” So Richer, iii. 13. 

* Flod. A. 965. ‘^Otto filius Hugonis, qui Burgundise praeerat, obiit, et 
rectores ejusdem terrse ad Hugonem et Oddonem clericum, fratres ipsius, 
sese convertunt.” According to VArt de Verifier les Dates (ii. 495, ed. 
1784), *‘Oddo clericus” is the same as Henry the Great, founder of the 
first line of Capetian Dukes of Burgundy. 

^ See Appendix W. 

® In 958 Amulf either associated his son Baldwin with him in his 
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now transferred in the Norman tale to Theobald, Count chap. iv. 
of Tours, Chartres, and Blois. This prince, who, like 
Arnulf, reached an unusual age, was the son of an elder of Chcartres 
Theobald, who is said to have bought the county of Richard. 
Chartres of the famous wiking Hasting.^ The second 
Theobald had married Liudgardis, the widow of William 
Longsword and step-mother of Richard ; he was a vassal 
of the Duke of the French,^ and, in that character, he had 
acted for Hugh the Great as the gaoler of King Lewis.^ 

But he seems to have by no means adopted his lord’s 
policy towards the Normans ; on the contrary he appears 
as the instigator of Gerberga and Lothar to every sort of 
hostility against Richard.^ The French accounts, which 
commonly speak of Theobald with a certain tone of con- 
tempt,^ tell us just enough to show that there is some 
ground of truth in all this. Theobald’s chief object seems Theobald 
to have been the acquisition of Evreux, which at one time E^vreux. 
he actually gained by the help of Lothar.® Before this, if 
we may trust the Norman tale, Theobald and the King had 
formed with Bruno, Archbishop and Duke, a treacherous 
plot to beguile Richard to a conference at Amiens, and anjl^Theo- 
there to put him to death or imprison him.'^ I confess that against 
this sounds to me very like a Norman perversion of a fact 
which is much better authenticated. King Lothar had 
summoned to Soissons a general assembly of the chief men 
of his realm, an event so common in England and Germany 

government, or else resigned in his favour. On his death in 962 he again 
took possession. See V Art de Verifier les Dates, hi. 3. 

^ See L*Art de Verifier les Dates, ii. 61 1. 

* Flod. A. 962. “Seniorem suum [Tetbaldi] Hugonem.” 

® Ib. 945. ^'Committens [Hugo] eum [Ludowicum] Tetbaldo cuidam 
Kuorum.” He had just before called him Tetbaldus Turonensis.” 

* Dudo, 137 D et seqq. 

® Flod. A. 962. Tetbaldus quidam.** 9^4* “Tetbaldum quemdam 
procerem.” 

® Dudo, 142 C. 

’ Jb, 139 C et seqq. 
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and so rare in the Western Kingdom. Whether the Duke 
of the Normans was summoned or not does not appear; hut 
he came with an armed force and attempted to disperse 
the assembly, but was beaten off by the Kingf’s troops.^ 
In the next year we find Theobald at war with Richard 
and defeated by him. Being also on ill terms with his 
own lord Duke Hugh, lie took shelter with Gerberga and 
Lothar, and was kindly received by them.^ In the Nor- 
man version this grows into a long and striking story. 

J ust as in the tale of Lewis and Harold Blaatand, a con- 
ference between Lothar and Richard developes into a 
battle in which Lothar^ like his father^ is of course utterly 
defeated. Yet even while thus victorious, Richard is 
neither satisfied nor confident. He sends again to King 
Harold in Denmark ; Harold at once comes at his call, 
but he has no opportunity of renewing his old exploits. 
For his enemies are thoroughly afraid of him. Count 
Theobald at once makes peace, and restores Evreux. King 
Lothar begs for peace also, and craves that the terrible 
Danes may be sent away. But it is not so easy to send 
them away as to bring them in. However Duke Richard 
does his best ; he goes in person and preaches an eloquent 
sermon to the pagans^ exhorting them to embrace Chris- 
tianity and to settle quietly in the country. This a por- 
tion of them are induced to do, while the stiffnecked 
heathens arc persuaded to sail southwards and to ravage 
infidel Spain instead of Catholic Gaul. After this a peace 

* Flod. A. 961. “ Placitura regalo diversorumque conventus principum 

Suessionia habetur, ad quod impcdiendiim, ai fieri posset, Ricliardus filius 
Willelmi Noitmanni accedens, a fidelibus regis quibusdam pervasus, et, 
interemptia Buorum nonnullis, in fugam versus est.” 

^ Ib, 962. “Tetbaldua quidam cum Nortrnannis confligens victus est ab 
eis, et fuga dilapsus evasit. Qui seniorem suum Hugonem proinde infensum 
habens ad regem venit, a quo, sed et a regina Gerberga benigne susceptus, 
et miti consolatione refocillatus abscessit.” Richer only mentions Theobald 
in connexion with his spoliation of the Church of Rheinis and his consequent 
excommunication, iii. 20. So Flod. A. 964. Dudo, 140 C et seqq. 
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is made between Lothar and Richard,^ whicli seems not chap. iv. 

to have been a^ain broken. Peace be- 

^ tween Lo- 

It is impossible to say exactly how much of truth lurks thar and 
• ^ , Iticliard. 

in all this. The French writers help us to little more than ^ 

(Jompari- 

the fact that there was some measure of hostility between son of the 
Lothar and Richard. Richard tries to disperse Lothar’s Norman 
solemn parliament ; Lothar kindly entertains Richard’s 
vanquished enemy. Where there was as much mutual 
ill-will as this, it is likely that there was much more. 

And while we must always allow for the inventions and 
exaggerations of the Norman writers, we must also allow 
for the evident unwillingness of the French writers to say 
one word more about the Normans than they could help. 

But the whole Norman story is strange and unlikely^ and 
many of the events sound most temptingly like repetitions 
of earlier events. We seem to be reading the tale of Lewis 
and Harold over again with but slight changes. Yet the 
dates come within the life, perhaps within the memory, 
of our one original informant on the Norman side.‘^ I 
leave the more minute examination and final decision of 


the matter to those with whom Norman history is a 
primary object. It is enough for my purpose that the 
few certain facts fall in with the more elaborate picture 
in the legend, so far as to bring out the same general view 
of Richard’s position as the firm ally of France and as the 
enemy of the Carolingian crown. 


During the latter part of the reign of Lothar things Later years 
took a different turn, Hugh Capet now began personally 
to take the lead in affairs, and his peculiar policy impressed 

* The Norman Kingdom” was, according to Dudo (147 C, D ; 15 1 C), 
confirmed by the King and his princes (‘^ Optiniatea totius Franciae ” — a new 
use of words seems creeping in) to Richard and his heirs for ever ; the 
question of homage is avoided. 

Twenty-four years later, in 986, Dudo, then canon of Saint Quin tin, 
was of an age to take a prominent share in public business. Dudo, 155 D. 
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itself on the period. We have already seen what the 
policy of the elder Hugh was ; he would reduce the King 
to the least possible amount of power and of territory, but 
he would himself never be more than Duke. Hugh 
Capet followed a different policy. He was ready to be a 
King as soon as he could become one quietly and with a 
decent pretext ; but he would not hazard the prize by 
clutching at it too soon. The relations between King 
and Duke during the last twenty years of Lothar were 
very unlike the relations which had existed between the 
father of Lothar and the father of Hugh. There was very 
little of open enmity, and when there was any, the wily 
Duke contrived that it should be the King who was out- 
wardly in the wrong. For a long time Duke Hugh acted 
as the vassal and friend of King Lothar, and the friendship 
of Duke Hugh of course carried with it the friendship of 
Duke Richard. On the whole this was a time of peace, 
a thing hitherto so unusual, between Duke and King, so 
much so that the duchy actually underwent a German 
invasion in the royal cause. For it was now that the 
relations between the two kingdoms of the Franks again 
became of paramount importance. It was now that the 
folly of Lothar forfeited the German protectorate for him- 
self and his kingdom. 

On the death of Otto the Great the relations between 
the Eastern and the Western Kingdoms were wholly 
changed.^ Otto the uncle had been a protector ; Otto the 
cousin was a rival. This breach of the old friendly rela- 
tions with the Eastern Kingdom was undoubtedly one 
main cause of the fall of the Carolingian house in the 
Western Kingdom. The royalty of Laon was an outpost 
of the Teutonic interest in the West, which could hardly 
maintain itself without the support of the Teutonic powers 
to the east of it, Lothar, with a high spirit, had none of 
^ See the detailed narrative in Eicher, iii. 67-81. 
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his father’s prudence. The old disputes about Lotharingia 
began again war broke out, a war which, on Lothar’s 
side, had the approval of Duke Hugh and the other princes, 
an approval so cordially expressed as to suggest the sus- 
picion that it was given only as a snare.-^ At any rate 
Lothar went on a wild and sudden raid against Aachen, 
which could win for him no lasting gain, but which gave 
him the opportunity of occupying the .city of his great 
forefather, and of turning the eagle on his ’palace the wrong 
way.^ But the insulted Emperor retaliated by a far more 
terrible invasion of the Western Kingdom, in which not 
only the royal domains, but those of the Duke were oc- 
cupied and ravaged, and Paris itself was threatened.^ This 
campaign of Otto the Second, like that of his greater father, 
was not exactly rich in military glory, but it was politically 
successful. Lothar, without consulting Hugh, sought for 
peace,'" and gave up his claims on Lotharingia.® Hugh, 
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* Did the very name of the country, regnum Lotharii,” suggest to the 
present Lothar the thought of recovering it ? Such a motive would not be 
out of character with a prince whose indignation was stirred up simply 
because the Emperor was staying — with his pregnant wife — so near the 
border as Aachen. So at least Richer tells us, iii. 68. 

^ Richer, iii. 69. Mox dux et aliis primates, sine deliberandi con- 
sultatione sentenfciam regiam attoUunt. Sese sponte ituros cum rege et 
Ottonem aut comprehensuros aut interfecturos aut fugaturos pollicentur.” 

^ Ib. iii, 71, “^Eream aquilam quae in vertice palatii a Karolo raagno 
acsi volans fixa erat, in Vulturnum converterunt. Nam Germani earn in 
Favonium converterant, subtiliter significantes Gallos suo equitatu quan- 
doque posse devinci.” 

It is amusing to find the characteristic vanity of the great nation showing 
itself thus early. Most likely neither Charles nor any later German had 
ever thought of janything of the kind. 

* Richer, iii. 74-76. See Historical Essays, p. 243. 

® According to Thietmar of Merseburg (iii. 7) Lothar came in person, 
accompanied by his son. Richer (iii. 79) makes him send ambassadors. 
The speech put into their mouths seems quite to look on Otto and Lothar 
as royal colleagues. Otto’s Imperial dignity is not hinted at ; I doubt 
whether Richer ever uses the word Emperor at all. 

® Richer, iii. 81. '‘Belgicse pars quse in lite fuerat in jus Ottonis 
transiit.” 
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who had hitherto stuck so faithfully by the King*, was 
alarmed at his sudden and secret reconciliation with the 
Emperor. He held a council of his own vassals, and, by 
their advice, he determined to win over Otto to himself, 
which he succeeded in doing*, though greatly against the 
will of the King.' Hugh and Lothar were however at last 
reconciled again.^ Lewis the son of Lothar was, with the 
consent of Hugh and the other princes, associated in the king- 
dom with his father.^ A ludicrous and unsuccessful attempt 
was then made to establish him at once as King in Aqui- 
taine by marrying him to a princess of that country.^ The 
notion was in itself a return to a rational policy with regard 
to Southern Gaul, if it had only been set about in a wiser 
way. On the death of Otto the Second, Lothar, notwith- 
standing his former cession of his rights over Lotharingia, 
took advantage of the minority of Otto the Third and the 
consequent anarchy in Germany again to assert his claims. 
He was pressing them with some success by force of arms, 
when his career was cut short by an early death.^ 

During all this time the narrative of our French authority 
tells us absolutely nothing about Normandy. Yet we may 
well believe that Richard took the first place in the assembly 
of Hugh’s vassals, and that Norman troops duly accom- 
panied those of France in every expedition. The policy of 
Hugh, we may be sure, was always the policy of Richard, 
The only thing about him which even his garrulous pane- 
gyrist has to tell us is that, after the death of the old 

‘ See the narrative, a most full, curious, and interesting one, of Hugh’i 
journey to the Emperor at Rome, and the snares laid for him on his retun 
by Lothar. Richer, iii. 81-88. 

* Richer, iii. 89, 90. 

* Ib. iii. 91. “A duce reliquisque principibus Ludovicus rex acclamatus.^ 
Others place this event in 978 or 979. 

* Ib. iii. 92-95. Adelaide, widow of Raymond of Septimania or Gothk 
Lewis divorced her. Cf. Rud, Giaber, i. 3. 

* T?ir»lior iii. oY— 1 10. 
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Arnulf, when his grandson and successor the younger chap. iv. 
Arnulf refused his homage to the King, Riehard stepped 
in as mediator. Lothar invaded Flanders, hut Richard 
pacified King and Marquess ; Arnulf rendered the homage, 
and his dominions were restored to him.^ 

And now we have at l^st reached that great revolu- The acces- 
tion which extinguished the last remnants of Carolingian Paris^ian or 
royalty, which decided the long strife between the Ger- 
man Prank and the half Celtic, half Roman, Frenchman, 
which raised Paris to that rank among the cities of 
Gaul which it has since never lost, which raised the 
lords of Paris to that rank which they lost within our 
own day. Lothar was succeeded by his son Lewis, Keign of 
already his colleague in the kingdom, but his reign pifth. 
was short and troubled. His counsellors were divided 986-987. 
whether he should assert his independence or should put 
himself under the protection of Duke Hugh.'-^ He chose 
the safer course, and in the one act of his reign he had 
Hugh to his helper. He attacked and besieged Rheims He be- 
in a quarrel with the Archbishop Adalbero, whom he phetms 
charged with having nine years before aided the Emperor 
Otto in his invasion.*^ But an accommodation was hardly 
brought about between the. King and the Primate, when 
Lewis died.'* The princes met at Senlis to elect a successor. Diet of 
Our French writers take care not to mention the name, but senUa.^ 
we can hardly doubt that Richard of Normandy, the most 987 * 
faithful and the most powerful vassal of Duke Hugh, was 
there ready to support the cause of his lord and brother. 

The choice lay between the Duke of the French and the 
last remaining Karling, Charles, uncle of the late King 
and brother of Lothar. This prince was unlucky and un- 
popular, and he had given special ofience by accepting 


^ Dudo, 155 C. Cf. Flod. A. 965. 
* Richer, iv. 2, 3. 


^ Richer, iv. I. 

‘ Ib. iv. 6. 
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CHAP. IV. Lotharingia, or a part of it, as a fief of the Empire J 

The doc* ^ speecli from the Primate, setting forth the merits of 

trine of ^ ^ . 

elective Hugh and the lawfulness and necessity of elective monarchy,^ 

set fS^by settled the minds of the waverers, if any waverers there 
Adalbero^^^ were. Hugh was chosen King and was crowned atNoyon. 
Hugh Thus did an assertion of the right of election which would 
crowned^^^ not have been out of place in ^n English Witenagemot or 

987- even in a Polish Diet become the foundation of a dynasty 

which was to become, more than any other in Europe, the 
Penna- representative of strict hereditary succession. Adalbero 

hS^dy-^^ raised to the throne a race in which, by a fate unparalleled 

nasty. other kingly house, the crown passed on for 

three hundred and fifty years from father to son, a race 

which, down to our own day, has never been without a 
987-1328. male heir, and in which the right of the male heir has 
1338-1420. never been disputed, save once through the ambition of a 
1589* foreign prince and once through the frenzy of religious 
partizanship. The crown of England and the crown of 
Spain have been repeatedly, by revolution or by female 
succession, carried away from the direct male heir to dis- 
position of tant kinsmen or to utter strangers. But every King of the 
the crown* French crowned at Rheims has been at once a Frenchman 
ing-place. birth and the undisputed heir of the founder of the 
dynasty. Hugh and his son Robert, neither of them born 
to royalty, were crowned, the one at Noyon the other at 
1594- Orleans. Henry the Fourth, the one King whose right 

was disputed, was crowned at Chartres. Rheims alone 
kept her proud prerogative as the crowning-place of Kings 
whose right was never so much as called in question. 
Paris, the seat of temporal dominion, has never become the 
ecclesiastical home of the nation, the crowning-place of 


* This is alluded to in the words, “ Qui tanta capitis imminiitiono hebuit 
[any notion of the legal phrase of * deminutio capitis ' ?] ut oxtemo regi 
servire non horruerit.” Richer, iv. 11. 

* See Appendix S. 
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lawful King’s. None but strangers and usurpers have ever chap, iv. 
taken the diadem of France in the capital of France. 

While Kheims has beheld the crowning* of so many gene- 
rations of native Frenchmen, Paris has beheld only the h.v- 

crowning of a single English King and a single Corsifhn 1804. 

tyrant. 

Hugh of Paris was thus chosen King, as his great-uncle Struggle 
Odo of Paris had been cfiosen King before him. But HughTnd 
the hundred years^ rivalry between the two dynasties was 
•not yet over. As Odo had to struggle with Charles the 
Simple, so Hugh had to struggle with his grandson 
Charles of Lotharingia. Hugh’s election and coronation 
did not at once invest him with any territories beyond the 
limits of his own duchy. Laon, the royal city, would not 
at once consent either to forsake the line of its ancient 
princes or calmly to sink into a dependency of Paris. 

Hugh, after some difficulty, procured the election and Robert 
coronation of his son Robert as his colleague in the king- 
dom,^ and the two Kings, as they are always called, carried 
on a war of several years against Charles and his party.- 
The last Karling has now sunk to the position of a tyrant — 
a name which once was the description of Hugh/s father when 
he was a rebel against the father of Charles.^ The struggle 
was at last ended: by Charles being betrayed to the Kings 
by the treachery of Adalbero Bishop of Laon. The revo- 
lution was now complete, but its immediate results were 
not very marked. The Duke of the French became the The 
King of the French, and the same prince reigned at Paris 
and at Laon. King Hugh was undoubtedly considerably t>e* 
more powerful than King Lewis or King Lothar; but inm^^nr^* 


' Richer, iv. 12, 13. 

^ See the history of the war in Richer, iv, 14-49, 

® iElius Spartianus, Pescennius, i. ‘‘Quos tyrannos aliorum victoria 
fecerit ; ” a good illustration of the use of the word. The same may be said 
of Antipopes. 

VOL. I. 


R 
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CHAP. IV. the greater part of Gaul the change from the Carolingian 
Import of to the Capetian line was hardly felt. To Hugh’s own 
the change, it made little practical difference whether their 

prince were called Duke or King. Beyond the Loire, men 
caftd little who might reign either at Paris or at Laon, 
But though the immediate change was slight, the election 
of Hugh was a real revolution ; it was the completion of 
the* change which had been preparing for a century and 
a half ; it was the true beginning of a new period. The 
Duchy of France had successfully played in Gaul the part 
which in Britain had been played by Wessex, which in 
Spain has been played by Castile, which in Scandinavia 
has been less thoroughly played by Sweden, which Prussia 
before our own eyes has played in Germany. The Caro- 
lingian, the Frankish, kingdom now comes to an end ; the 
French duchy of Paris has taken the great step towards 
Modem the gradual absorption of all Gaul. The modern kingdom 
n^^defi- ^f France dates its definite existence from the election of 
beg^^ Hugh ; the successive partitions showed in what way the 

stream of events was running, but the election of Hugh was 
the full establishment of the thing itself. There now was, 
what till quite lately there has been ever since, a French 
King reigning at Paris. The Gallo-Roman land now 
finally shook off* the last relics of that Teutonic domination 
under which it had been more or less completely held ever 
Connexion since the days of Hlodwig. The Western Kingdom now 
France^and hrokc off all traces of its old connexion with the Eastern. 
Germany pjp tradition of the former unity of the 

whole Frankish dominion had still lingered on.^ No such 
feeling remains after the final establishment of the Parisian 
dynasty; the German Caesar now becomes as alien to 
Capetian France as his brother at Byzantium. And another 
Lotbar- result took place. Lotharingia, the border land, the seat 
*Se'rto of loyalty to the Carolingian house, still, after the Capetian 

* See pp. 206, 209, 223. 
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revolution, kept its love for the old Imperial line. But chap. iv. 
its position was now necessarily changed. Lotharingia 
kept its Carolingian princes, but it kept them only by Gaul and 
definitively becoming a fief of the Teutonic Kingdom. 

Charles died in prison, but his children continued to reign 
in Lotharingia as vassals of the Empire. Lotharingia Charles 
was thus wholly lost to France ; that part of it which was 
kept by the descendants of Charles in the female line still soned. 
preserves its freedom as part of the independent kingdom 
'of Belgium. But the revolution was now fully accom- 
plished ; the struggle of a hundred years was over ; the 
race and the tongue of the great Charles were finally wiped 
out from the Kingdom of the Western Franks. Modern, Modern 
Celtic, Romance, Parisian, France was now definitively finitively^ 
called into being. A kingdom and nation was founded, 
in the face of which it was for many ages the main work 
of every other European state to maintain its freedom, 
its language, and its national being, against the never- 
ceasing assaults, sometimes of open and high-handed 
violence, sometimes of plausible falsehood and gilded 
treachery. 


§ 5. Comparison hetioeen France^ England^ and Normandy, 

The influence which the Norman Duke exercised on this influence 
great change is carefully kept out of sight by the French ^o^ans 
historians ; yet we cannot doubt that the Norman writers 

. ... . . Capetian 

are, this time at least, fully justified in attributing to revolu- 

their sovereign a most important share in the work.^ 


Neither Richer — he was not likely — nor Rudolf Glaber speaks of 
Richard at all. Dudo, oddly enough, passes by the whole business very 
briefly ; “ Nec illud prsetereundum quod, Lothario rege defuncto [he forgets 
Lewis], Hugo dux inthronizatus voluit super Albertum comitem equitare,” 
(155 D.) William of Jumifeges is fuller; Mortuo Francorum rege 
Lothario, in illius loco ab omnibus subrogatur Hugonis Magni duoia filius 

R 2 
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CHAP. IV. Everything* leads us to believe that Richard took a leadings 
of^ personal share in the revolution, and it is quite certain 
Richard, that, but for the policy which Richard followed, that re- 
volution never could have taken place. It was the alliance 
between Normandy and France which determined the fate 
of the Carolingian dynasty.^ And thus we are led back 
to the proposition with which I started at an earlier stage 
The Nor- of this Chapter, ^ that it was the settlement of the Scan- 
ment^made ^^avians in Gaul which definitively made Gaul French. 
French They settled just at the point of transition, when the old' 
German state of things was beginning to give way to the 
new French state of things. The influence of the new 
comers, notwithstanding their own Teutonic blood and 
speech, was thrown altogether into the French scale. The 
Normans became French, because a variety of circum- 
stances brought them more within the range of French 
influences than of any other. The connexion between 
Rolf and the Carolingian dynasty was something purely 
political, or rather personal ; Rolf had done homage and 
sworn oaths to King Charles, and to King Charles he 
stuck against all pretenders. But the main object of his 
successors was to bring Normandy within the pale of 
Christianity and civilization, in such shapes as Christ- 
ianity and civilization bore immediately before their eyes. 
This object they naturally sought by establishing a con- 
nexion with their nearest neighbours ; their standard of 
language and manners was set by the French court of 
Paris, not by the German court of Laon or by the more 

Hugo Capeth, adminiculante ei duce Richardo.” (iv. 19.) The Roman de 
Rou (5823) is fuller still; 

“Par defaute de son lignage, Et en France pour rei tenu . . . 

O le cunseil del grant baraage, Par Richart h par sa valor, 

E por la force de Richart, Ki 4 u aveit sa seror, 

Par son conseil e par son art, Par sun cunseil h par s’amur 
Fu Hugon Chapes recdq, Fu de France Huon seignur.** 

^ See above, p. *223. 

* See above, p. 154. 
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distant, the more purely I^atin, courts of Poitiers and chap. iv. 
Toulouse. The Normans thus became Frenchmen, and^ 
with the zeal of new proselytes^ they became first and 
foremost in everything* that is characteristically French. 

The earliest and best productions of the new-born French 
lanffuasre were the work of Norman poets. All the ideas French 
which were then growing ui> in France, ideas which it is root in 
hard to express otherwise than by the vague and mis- i^o^mandy. 
leading names of feudalism and chivalry, took firm root 
•in Normandy, and there brought forth their most abundant 
fruit. Had Normandy remained Danish, the Scandinavian 
settlement would have been a most important diversion on 
behalf of the Teutonic element ; Romance Paris would have 
been in a manner hemmed in between two Teutonic lands. 

And if the Scandinavian settlement had never taken place 
at all, the French developoment would at least have lost 
the decisive support which it gained from the enlistment 
of such fresh and vigorous disciples. It was the Normans, 

I repeat, who made Gaul French; it was the Normans 
who made French Paris the capital of Gaul, and who gave 
Gaul the French lord of Paris for her King. On the ^le posi- 
other hand, it was the Capetian revolution which gave j^'oi-mandy 
Normandy her definite position in Gaul and in Europe, 

Hitherto, in the minds and mouths of good Frenchmen, Capetian 
and most likely of good Germans also, the N ormans were tion. 
still simply the Pirates, and their sovereign the Piike of 
the Pirates. Their presence was endured, because they 
were too strong to be got rid of; but the half-heathen 
Danish intruders were still hateful to the princes and 
people of Latin and Christian Gaul. With the election 
of Hugh Capet all was changed. The firmest ally and 
supporter of the new dynasty could no longer be looked 
on as an outcast or as an enemy. The old question as 
to the relation between Normandy and the Kings of Laon 
was buried for ever. Whatever relations had hitherto 
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existed between the Duke of the Normans and the King 
of the West- Franks, there was no doubt that the Duke of 
the Normans was the vassal, the most powerful and the 
most loyal vassal^ of the Duke of the French, and the 
Duke, of the French and the King of the West-Franks 
were now one and the same person. Normandy was now 
thoroughly naturalized ; the doubtful position which it 
had held in Carolingian times passed altogether away; 
it became the mightiest and noblest among the fiefs of 
the Capetian crown. And for a long while the relations 
between the duchy and the crown remained^ on the whole, 
friendly. It was not till later days, till Normandy was 
under the sway of her greatest Duke^ .that the old hos- 
tility broke out afresh^ and that King Henry of Paris 
showed himself as eager as King Lewis of Laon to dis- 
possess the prince and people who cut off himself and his 
city from the mouth of the Seine. Up to the days of 
Henry and William the good understanding between 
France and Normandy was seldom l>roken. And, even 
counting the wars of Henry and William, we shall find 
that, considering the power of the vassal and his close 
neighbourhood to his lord, hostilities between Rouen and 
Paris were not specially frequent. The rebellions of Hugh 
the Great alone against the Kings whom he had set up 
and put down would probably be found to be more in 
number than the wars between France and Normandy, 
from the commendation of Richard to Hugh to the day 
when England and Normandy alike were merged in the 
vast dominions of the princes of Anjou. 

The close connexion between Norman and French his- 
tory, the way in which we may say that Normandy 
created France and that France created Normandy, must 
be my excuse for dwelling at an apparently dispropor- 
tionate length on some subjects which are only indirectly 
connected with English history. In order thoroue^hlv tn 
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understand the Norman Conquest of England, it is almost chap. iv. 
as needful to have a clear view of the condition and earlier 
history of Normandy as it is to have a clear view of the 
condition and earlier history of England. And such a clear 
view of Norman affairs cannot be had without constant re- 
ferences to French, and occasional references to German, 
history. And the notices of French history which are 
needed for this end may serve to illustrate English history 
in another way. The contrast between the political con- Contrast 
• dition of England and that of the Western Kingdom is most the^oU- 
striking, even at this early time. Looked at superficially, 
there is a certain likeness between the two. In both cases, England 
a King of narrow limited power stands at the head of a Gaul, 
body of princes, some of whom, in extent of dominion, might 
almost — on the mainland not only almost but altogether 
— rank as his peers. But when we come to look more 
narrowly into the matter, we shall see that the likeness is 
only superficial. In truth there is very little real likeness 
at all ; and if we admitted a stronger likeness than there 
is, if we admitted that the two countries had accidentally 
met at the same point, still tlieir meeting would have 
been wholly accidental, because the two countries were 
moving in exactly opposite directions. England was England 
directly tending to unity; Gaul was directly tending to t^unity, 
division. In the long run indeed the division to which 
Gaul was tending paved the way for a closer unity than 
England has ever reached ; but, at the moment, it was 

to division that Gaul was directly tending. The English In England 

• I^rinc0s 

kingdom was formed by the gradual union of many dis- had sunk 
tinct states ; to independent Kings had succeeded de- 
pendent Kings, and to dependent Kings had succfpded 
Ealdormen appointed by the King and his Witan. Great 
and powerful as was an English Ealdorman, he still was 
not a sovereign, not even a dependent or vassal sovereign ; 
he ruled only with a delegated authority; the King was 
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supreme, and tlie Ealdorman was only a />*overnor sent hy 
him. Tn Gaul the process was directly opposite. Local 
governors who, under the first Carolingian Kings and 
Emperors, had been simple lieutenants of the sovereign^ 
had gradually grown into hereditary princes, who at most 
went through the decent ceremony of receiving their do- 
minions as a grant from a King who could not withhold 
them. The Dukes, Counts, and Marquesses of France, of 
Flanders, of Aquitaine, of Septimania, of Barcelona, had 
in this way grown into sovereigns. Starting from the 
position of an English Ealdorman, they had won the 
formal position, and more than the practical indepen- 
dence, of a vassal King of Wales or Scotland. Normandy 
was a real fief from the beginning ; the grant to Rolf 
was the exact parallel of the grant to Guthrum; but 
during the second half of the tenth century the dominions 
of Rolf were ruled by a native sovereign of his own blood, 
while the dominions of Guthrum were administered by 
Ealdormen appointed by the English King. Again, the 
power of the King was narrowly limited in both king- 
doms, but it was limited in altogether diflerent ways. 
The power of the King of the English was limited, because 
he could do no important act without the consent of his 
Witan. The power of the King of the West-Franks 
was limited, because he was shorn of all direct authority 
beyond the narrow limits of Laon and Compiegne. The 
King x)f the English, in the exercise of such authority as 
the law gave Jiim, was obeyed in every corner of his 
kingdom. The King of the West-Franks did as he chose 
in his own city of Laon ; at Paris and Rouen, at Poitiers 
and ^oulouse, he received only such measures of obedience 
as the sovereigns of those capitals chose to yield to him. 
No regular assembly constantly meeting, like our Witena- 
gemot, had authority over the whole land, and kept the 
whole land bound together. We read of conferences of 
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princes ; but they are rarely held, except for some great chap. iv. 
and extraordinary occasion like the election of a King. 

An assembly, meeting, yearly or oftener, to sanction the 
ordinary acts of the King and to pass laws binding 
on the whole kingdom^ was something utterly un- 
known. 

And yet, when we see how narrow was the immediate Amount of 

. . *111 p 4.1 ^ power 

dominion^ how small were the available resources, or the retained by 
later Karlings, it strikes us with wonder throughout the 
whole history to see how much influence, how much real 
power, they still kept. The King, however many enemies 
may be in arms against him, is always an important 
person, and he commonly finds an army to bring against 
the rebel army. We wonder where he got his army, and 
where he got the resources to set his army in motion. 

In days when war maintained itself an army was doubtless 
less costly than it is now, and a victorious army might 
even enrich its leader. But whence did the armies come ? 

Surely not wholly from the narrow limits of the King s 
immediate territory. Nor were they likely to be formed 
by the spontaneous loyalty of volunteers. The influence 
of the royal name, the reverence attaching to the blood 
of the great Emperor, might da a good deal to paralyse 
the efforts of enemies, but they would hardly of themselves 
bring distant followers to the royal standard. But the 
King, if he had few subjects, was not wholly without 
friends. W'e find hints that the lesser vassals often found The Kings 
it their interest to support the King against the encroach- from 
ments of the great Dukes. We find that in a war with 
one rebellious potentate he was often supported by the 
rivals of that potentate, and that his more distant va«sals 
helped him against those who were more formidable to 
them than he was. We find also that he could espe- 
cially rely on the help of those Bishops who, holding 
directly of the crown, were clothed with the character of 
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ecclesiastical princes.’ And in the later and more peaceful 
times of Lothar and Hugh Capet^ the King appears far 
more clearly than before in the character of an effective 
head of the kingdom. We read more commonly of con- 
sultations with the other princes, and we see the King, 
by common consent, wielding the forces of all his vassals, 
including those of the Duke of the French himself. The 
wily Hugh no doubt saw that it was his interest to 
strengthen in every wa}^ the power and reputation of the 
crown which he meant one day to place on his own brow. 
Altogether we may doubt whether the practical power of 
the later Carolingian Kings was not really quite as great 
as thaf^ of the early Capetians. The power of the crown 
rested mainly on influence and prescription, and influence 
and prescription were not on the side of the Parisian 
dynasty. The immediate territorial dominion of the Pari- 
sian Kings was no doubt much larger than that of the 
later Karlings ; Paris and Laon together were far greater 
than Laon by itself. But the connexion between the 
crown and the great vassals seems to have been distinctly 
weakened by the change of dynasty. The descendants of 
Robert and Hugh did not command the hereditary respect 
which attached to princes sprung from the blood of Charles 
and Pippin. Some disputed and outlying fiefs were alto- 
gether lost to the kingdom, and the King’s sphere of 
action was far more strictly confined than before to the 
lands north of the Loire. Lotharingia and the Spanish 
March fell away; the connexion with Flanders gradually 
weakened ; Aquitaine scarcely acknowledged even a nominal 
dependence. Assemblies and conferences of the whole king- 
dom, rare before, seem now to go wholly out of use. 
Even the vassals north of the Loire, even the former 

^ See Flodoard's description of Lewis’s invasion of Normandy, A. 944 ; 
''Ludowicus rex in terram Nortmannorura proficiscitur cum Arnulfo et 
Herluino et quibusdam episcopis Franciae ac Burgundise.” 



POSITION OP THE FRENCH KINGS. 


251 


vassals of the Parisian duchy, seem to have less connexion chap. iv. 
with the crown than heretofore. In fact the French Duke 
lost by becoming King^ just as the German King lost by 
becoming Emperor. As Duke he had been a less dignified, 
but he had been a more effectual, over-lord. The Parisian 
Dukes themselves had done more than all the rest of the 
world to set forth and strengthen the doctrine that the 
immediate vassals of a King were entitled to practical 
sovereignty. Thus, while England was getting more and 
more united, Gaul was getting more and more divided. 

Under other circumstances, the Western realm might very 
easily have changed, step by step, from a kingdom into 
a confederation, just as Germany did.^ But as it was^ Isolation 
the very isolation into which the several parts of the king- ledtoXTer 
dom now fell proved in the end the path to an unity 
such as England never has seen, such as we trust England 
never may see. Utter isolation paved the way for utter 
centralization. In England, as the different parts of 
the realm became more closely united, all shared in a 
common national freedom, without any complete sacrifice 
of local and municipal independence. In Gaul the crown 
annexed, one by one, all the dominions of its own vassals ^ 
and such of the dominions of its neighbours as came 
within its reach. Thus the whole kingdom knew no will 
but that of the King. Widely as a modern English 
Parliament differs from an ancient Witenagemot, the one 
has grown out of the other by gradual developement, 
without any sudden change. In France and throughout 
Gaul the ancient Teutonic assemblies died out altogether, 
and the comparatively modern States-General came into 1302. 
being as an original device of Philip the Fair. 

^ The different circumstances which led 4o such different results in 
France and in Germany I trust to point out in the second volume of my 
History of Federal Government. 

2 With the exception of the three portions of the kingdom which have 
become wholly detached. See above, pp. 156, 187, 
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I must now return to the more immediate affairs of 
Normandy. There can be no doubt that the various pro- 
cesses of which I have been speaking, the Christianizing, 
the Gallicizing, and the feudalizing process, all went on 
vigorously in Normandy during the reign of Richard the 
Fearless. The doctrine of nobility was fast growing ; it 
was taking a form quite different from the ancient relations 
of eorl and ceorl, quite different from the later relations 
of thegn and ceorl, as they have been at any time under- 
stood in England. Hitherto mere lack of illustrious birth ‘ 
did not keep a man back from the highest offices. The 
legend that Hugh Capet himself was the son of a butcher 
of Paris, ^ utterly fabulous as it is, marks the popular belief 
as to the origin of many of the princely houses of the time. 
The legends of Lyderic the Forester ^ and of Torquatius 
and Tertullus ^ point to no very lofty origin on the part 
of the princely houses of Flanders and Anjou. So it is 
in the reign of Richard that we find the beginning of 
the Norman baronage, and the origin of many of its 
members was certainly not specially illustrious. Some 
noble families indeed trace their descent up to old com- 
panions of Rolf, such as the house of Harcourt, which 
claims Bernard the Dane as its patriarch. But the larger 
part of the Norman nobility derived their origin from the 
amours or doubtful marriages of the Norman Dukes, Not 
only their own children, but all the kinsfolk of their wives 
or mistresses, were carefully promoted by ducal grants or 
by advantageous marriages. Thus Sprota, the mother of 
Richard the Fearless, during the troubles of her son’s 
early reign married one Asperleng, a rich miller. From 
this marriage sprang Rudolf Count of Ivry, a mighty 

^ Dante, Purg. xx. 

* For this legend in full, see the early chapters of Oudegherst, A nnales de 
Flandres. Lyderic, the foundling, is of course of princely birth. It is the 
same story as those of Cyrus and Romulus. 

“ See L*Art de Verifier les Dates, ii. 828. 
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man in the reign of his nephew, and also several daughters, chap. w. 
who were of course well disposed of in marriage.^ Kichard 
himself, whose marriage with Emma of Paris was child- 
less,^ was the father of a large illegitimate or doubtful 
offspring. Besides undoubted bastards,^ there was a con- 
siderable brood, including Richard, the next Duke, and 
Emma, the future Lady of the English, who were legiti- 
mated by Richard’s marriage with their mother. These 
were the children of Gunnor, a woman of Danish birth, 
to whom different stories attribute a noble and a plebeian 
origin.^ From these children and from the kinsfolk of 
Gunnor, all of whom were promoted in one way or another, 
sprang a large part of the Norman nobility. Meanwhile Progress 
the principles of feudalism were making fast progress doctrines, 
both in Normandy and in France. Hugh the GreaFs 
doctrine of commendation, practised on so magnificent a 
^cale between the duchies of Normandy and France, was 
being everywhere carried out with regard to smaller 
possessions. Such at least is the natural inference from 

^ Will, Gem. vii. 38. “ Mater ejus Sprota, necessitate urgente, con- 

tubernio [was there even a Danish marriage ?] cujusdam praedivitis nomine 
Asperlengi adhaesit. Hie, licet in rebus locuples, tamen molendina vallis 
Ruelii ad hrmam solitus erat tenere,*' So M. Jourdain measured cloth 
only for amusement ; so, in some pious legends, Zebedee was a mighty 
baron of Galilee, whose sons fished for pleasure and not for profit. 

* There is something ludicrous in the way in which Dudo (137 B, C), 
after spending all his powers of prose to set forth the marriage of Emma, 
goes on to explain in verse that she was not fated to be the mother of 
a Duke of the Normans. 

® Dudo, 152 C. “ Subscalpenti voluptuosse humanitatis fragilitati 
subactus, genuit duos filios, totidem et filias, ex concubinis.'' 

* Dudo (u. 8.) makes her to be “ex famosissima nobilium Dacorum 
prosapia exorta,” but he allows that the Duke earn prohibits copulationis 
foedere sortitus est sibi amicabiliter.” He marries her (**inextricabili mari- 
talis foederis privilegio sibi connectit’*) at the advice of the great men of the 
land. So William of Jumibges (iv. 18) vouches for the nobility of her birth 
and for her marriage being celebrated ''Christiano more. But his con- 
tinuator (viii. 36) has a curious legend — the same as one of the legends of 

our Eadgar to tell about her first introduction to Richard. See also 

Roman de Rou, 5390-5429, &c., 5767-5812, 
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the general course of events; for it must bo remembered 
that Normandy has in this age absolutely nothing to show 
in the way of written legislation. The wealth of the clergy 
was also largely increasing. Eichard, unlike his father, 
was munificent in his gifts to the Church, especially to 
his new, or rather restored, foundation of Fecamp and to 
the still more famous house of Saint Michael in Peril 
of the Sea.* The original foundation of Fdcamp was for 
secular canons.^ It was only in the days of the second 
Richard that the Benedictine I’ule was introduced.^ 
Fecamp, alone among the great monasteries of the Nor- 
man mainland, stands in the land north-east of the Seine ; 
all the rest lie either in the valley of the river or in 
the true Norman districts to the west of it. Fecamp, 
like Westminster, Holyrood, and the Escurial, contained 
minster and palace in close neighbourhood ; the spot be- 
came a favourite dwelling-place of Richard in his later 
days, and it was at last the place of his burial. The last 
years of his reign present only one important event, a 
dispute, possibly a war, with the English King iEthelred, 
a discussion of which I reserve for a place in the next 
chapter in my more detailed narrative of English affairs. 
At last, Richard the Fearless, Duke of the Pirates as he 
is called to the last by the French historians, died of 
“ the lesser apoplexy,” after a reign of fifty-three years.'* 
As with several other princes who play a part in the 
world for an unusual number of years,® one is surprised 

* See Chron. S. Max. ap. LabM, ii. 202. We there read, “Eicardus 
Christianissimus factus,” probably not without an allusion to hia apostasy in 
his childhood. 

* So Wace, 5873 ; 

^^Clers establi ki servireient, 

E provendes dunt il vivreient.” 

8 See Neustria Pia, 210; Lincy, ‘‘Essai Historique et Litt^raire sur 
I'Abbayes de Fecamp” (Kouen, 1840), p. 6. The expressions of Dudo, 
153 D et seqq., and of William of Malmesbury, ii. 178, might easily mislead. 

* See p. 164. ® See Hist, of Fed. Government, i. 574. 
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to find that he was not much older in years than he was. chap. iv. 
Unlike his enemies, Arnulf and Theobald, whose lives 
were really prolonged beyond the common sj^an of human 
existence, Kichard the Fearless, or Richard the Old, as 
he was called to distinguish him from his successor, after 
all that he had done and undergone, after all the changes 
that he had wrought and beheld, had lived no longer 
than sixty-three years. 


§ 6. Tlarly years of Richard the Good, 996-997. 

Richard the Fearless was succeeded by his son Richard, Reign of 
surnamed the Good, whose reign carries us beyond the uie^Good. 
limits of the present sketch into the essential and central 99^-^026. 
portion of our history, Richard was a dirert actor in the 
events which were the immediate causes of the Conquest. 

He was the uncle of Eadward the Confessor, the grand- 
father of William the Bastard ; and he personally played a 
certain part in English affairs. I will therefore reserve 
his actions for their proper place in my general narrative, 
and I will here speak of one event only, which marks the 
complete developement of the influences which had been 
at work throughout the reign of his father. Richard 
succeeded to the government of a state in which the 
Danish tongue, Danish manners, perhaps even the old 
Danish religion, still lingered in particular spots, but 
which was now, in the face of other nations, a French 
state, a member, and the principal member, of the Cape- 
tian commonwealth. He had imbibed to the full all the Aristo^ ^ 
new-born aristocratic feelings of feudal and chivalrous ings of 
France. He would have none but gentlemen about him.^ Richard. 
This is perhaps the earliest use of a word so familiar both 
in French and in English, but which bears such different 


* Roman de Eon, 5955*“5974* 
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gentleman in the language of Richarcrs courts it is plain 
that the word took in all who could pretend to any kind 
of kindred or affinity, legitimate or illegitimate, with the 
sovereign. The way in which the exclusively aristocratic 
household of Richard is spoken of seems to show that his 
conduct in this respect was felt to bo something different 
from that of his father. Taken in connexion with what 


follows, it may well have been the last pound which broke 
Revolt of the camel’s back. Popular discontent broke out in the great 
peasants, peasant revolt to which I had occasion to allude earlier in 
997- this chapter.^ We may suppose that the peasantry were 
mainly of Celtic, Roman, or Frankish origin ; that is^ that 
they sprang from that mixture of those three elements 
which produced the modern French nation. But we may 
well believe that many a man of Scandinavian descent, 
many a small allodial holder wh 9 was unwilling to com- 
mend himself to a lord, threw in his lot with the insur- 


tion. 


Their regu- gents. What is most remarkable in the story of this 
organi^-^^ revolt is the regular political organization of the revolters. 

The systematic way in which they set to work is common 
enough in cities, but is exceedingly rare in rural com- 
munities. It is almost enough to place this revolt of the 
Norman peasantry side by side with the more famous 
and more fortunate revolt of the Forest Cantons against 
the encroachments of Austria. We can hardly believe 
what we read when we find that these rebellious villains 
established a regular representative parliament.^ The 
peasants of each district deputed two of their number 


They^ 
establish a 
“ com- 
mune" 
with a 
represen- 
tative 
assembly. 


* Will. Gem. v. 2 ; Roman de Rou, 5975-6118. See above, p. 172. 

* I do not mean merely because the word ** parlement " occurs several 
times in the Roman de Rou, It is there used in its primitive sense, as 
translating colloquium." With this Noiinan revolt we may compare the 
revolt in Britanny in 1675, described in the Count of Carol’s ** Etats de 
Brebagne." See especially the ** Code Paysan ” at ip 377 * The part of 
Rudolf of Ivry is played by the Duke of Chaulnes. 
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binding on the whole body.' The men who conU dm* 
such a system in such an age had certainly made further 
steps in political progress than the masters against whom 
they rebelled. The constitution which they established is 
expressly called by a name dear to the inhabitants of the 
cities of those ages, a name glorious in the eyes of modern 
political inquirers, but a name which was, beyond all other 
names, a word of fear to feudal barons and prelates^ aiid 
to. those Kings who were not clear-sighted enough to see 
that their own interests and the interests of their people 
were the same. The peasantry of Normandy, like the 
citizens of Le Mans in after times, made a commune^^ ^ 
Such a constitution could hardly have been devised off- 
hand by mere peasants. We can hardly doubt that it 
had a groundwork in local institutions which the newly- 
grown aristocracy were trampling under foot, and that 
the so-called rebels wore simply defending the inheritance 
of their fathers. We have the tale only from the mouths 
of enemies ; but the long list of popular grievances, and 


* Will. Gem. v. 2. “Nam rustic! unanimes per diversos totius Nor- 
maniiicie patriie coinitatus plurima agentes coiiventioula, juxta sues libitus 
viverc deceriiebaiit. Quateniis, tarn in silvarum compemliis quam in 
aquariim commerciis, nullo obsistente ante statu ti juris obice, legibus 
uterentur suis. Qua3 ut rata manerent, ab unoquoque emtu fiirentis vulgi 
duo eliguntur legati, qui decreta ad mediterraneuin roboranda ferrent 
conveutum.” 

^ Roman de Rou, 6070 ; 

*^Asez tost oi Richard dire 
Ke vilains ciumne faseient.’* 

It does not necessarily follow that tlie word “ commune” was used at the 
time, though I know no reason why such may not have been the case. It 
would be quite enough if Wace applied to the union of the peasants a name 
which in his time had become perfectly familiar, in the instinctive feeling 
that the earlier movement was essentially a forerunner of the later. 
Compare the “ conjurationes ” so strictly forbidden in the Carolingian 
Capitularies. See Brentano on Gilds, p. Ixxvi ; and for a full account of 
these “conjurationes,” Waitz, iv. 362-364. 

® Roman de Rou, 6001-6015. 
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CHAP. IV. the teatiniony of enemies to the regular order witli whicli 
the re*. 'Ilion was curried on, are enough to slnnv that some 
very promising germs of freedom were here crushed in the 
biuL The freedom which these men sought to establish 
w'oiild have been in truth more valuable, because more 
fairly spread over the whole country, than the liberties 
Tlie revolt won by isolated cities. But the revolt was crushed with 
Kudoff horrible cruelty^ hy Rudolf, Count of Ivry, the Diike^s 

ofivry, nncle, himself a churl by birth, the son of the miller who / 

married the cast-off wife or mistress of Duke William/''''' 
After this, we hear no more of peasant insurrections in 
Normandy, but it may well be that the struggle was not 
Probable wholly fruitless. Villainage in Normandy was lighter, and 
of the died out earlier, than in most parts of France ; and the 

struggle, genuine pieces of Norman jurisprudence which abide 

to this day, the ancient constitutions of the Channel 
Islands, strange and antiquated as they seem in our eyes, 
breathe a spirit of freedom worthy of the air of England, 
of Switzerland, or of Norway.^ 

Such was the country and the people, whose history, 
from the beginning of the eleventh century, becomes 

^ Mark the brutal levity with which Rudolf’s crueltiea are dismissed by 
William of Jumi^ges (v. 2) ; **Qui [Rodulplms] non morans jussa, cunctos 
confestim legates cum nonnullis aliis cepit, truncatisque manibus et pedibus, 
inutiles suis remisit, qui ©os talibus compescerent, et ne deteriora paterentur 
suis eventibus cautos redderent. His rustici expertis, festinato concionibiis 
omissis, ad sua aratra sunt rever.si,’’ So Roman de Ron, where various 
other tortures are spoken of, vv. 6093—6118. The same sentiment comes 
out in the speech which Orderic (713 A) puts into the mouth of the monks 
of Molesme; “ Exinde principum institutione, et diutina consuetudino 
u.sitatum est in Gallia, iit rustici ruralia, sicut decet, peragant opera, et servi 
servilia passim exerceant ministeria, . . Absit ut rustici torpescant 

otio, saturique lascivientes cachinnis et inani vacent ludicro, quorum 
genuina sors labori dedita est assiduo.” 

2 Albereda, the wife of Rudolf, built the famous tower of Ivry. See Will. 

Gem. viii. 15. 

^ See Palgrave, iii. 44. 
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tho‘^^3eoontl, tlio jiriiic^ in whoso roi|;^n 
Englanil and Noifinandy first began to have A'^irect 
))earing on eS^Hi othoTs afi’^h's^ i.s the only rulei^of the male 

^ Our main autUoritiev foAt^is2^*H)d are essentially tlie same as tliosc to 
\\hicU Nve have to ij(, for 0 ^ ^owll%x5 of earlioi’ times. The Enj^lish 
Chronieles are still mn-' prineipal ^oiide. l?or .^he ])r('serit they may be 
quoted as one work, as the differences between the different manuscripts, 
pointed out by Mr, Earle in the Preface to" his Parallel Savon Chronicles, 
are not cs } et of much stiictly historical importance. Florence of \Vb)r(;rster 
gives what is essentially a Latitv version of the (Proniclcs, with frequcait 
explanatory additions, whicli his carefulness and sound sense render of great 
value. The Charters and Laws of the reign of ^Ethelred are abundant, 
„.and, besidt B their ]>riniary value as illustrating laws and customs, the 
signatures constantly heli) us to the succession of ofiices and to a sort of 
skeleton biographies of tlie leading men of tlie time. These, the Chronicles, 
Laws, and Cdiarters, fonu our jirimary authorities. The later Latin 
Chroniclers, from William of Malnicshnry and Henry of Huntingdon 
onwards, supply many additional facts ; but their accounts are often mixed 
up with romantic details, and it is dangerous to trust them, except when 
they show signs of following autliorities which are now lost, • This is not 
uncommonly the case with both Henry of Huntingdon and William of 
Malmesbury. liOcal histories, like those of Ely, Ramsey, and Abingdon, 
sui)p]y occasional facts, but the same sort of cautions which apply to the 
secondary writers of general liistory apply to them in a still greater degree. 
We now also begin to draw some little help from foreign sources. The 
Danish History of Saxo Grammaticus, the Chronicles of Swegen Aggesson, 
the various Sagas, especially the famous Saga of Olaf Tryggvesson, are very 
hard to reconcile with the mt>re aulhentic notices in our own Chronicles 
but among much that is doubtful ami much that is clearly fabulotis, theq 
often help us to facts, and to the causes and connexions of hxets, which ou 
own writers leave obscure. The Norman writers also begin to be of sum 
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line of Eeg-berht whom we can unhesitatingly set down chap. v. 
as a bad man and a bad King. With singularly few ex- Character 
♦ceptions^ the princes of that liouse form, as we have seen, recUhe^^" 
one of the greatest lines to be found in^^ the annals of any 
kingly house. With regard to one or two members of the neracy. 
family the evidence is so contradictory, they were cut off 
‘so young or reigned so short k time, that we have ho ' 
certain knowledge what they really were. But .ZEtlJelred 
stands alone in giving us the wretched sight o^, a long 
r^.ign of utter misgovernment, unredeemed, as far as we 
can see, by any of those personal virtues which have 
sometimes caxased public errors and crimes to^e forgotten. 
Personal beauty and a certain elegance of manners, quali- 
ties consistent with any amount of vice and folly, are the 
highest merits attributed to a prince, who, instead of the 
Unconquered, the Glorious, the Magnificent, or the Peace- 
ful, has received no nobler historical surname than that 
of the Unready.^ His actions display a certain amount 
of energy, perhaps rather of more restlessness. It was 
any rate an energy utterlj^ unregulated and misapplied, 
an energy which began enterprises and never ended them, 

0 

importance for the events which connect England and Normandy. For the 
early part of the reign of ^Cthelred vve have no coiitemptirary Norman 
writer, but the accounts in the Roman do Rou and in William of Jumieges 
at least show us what was the Norman tradition. Later in the period, we 
have, in the Encomium EmmeU (reprinted in the nineteenth volume of Pertz 
by the name of ‘'Gesta Cnutonis ”), the work of a contemporary Norman 
or Flemish writer, which, though throughout unfair and inaccurate, is 
worth comparing with our English writers. Occasional notices of Danish 
and English affairs are sometimes to be gleaned frqni the German writers, 

Hke Adam of Bremen and the contemporary Thietmar of Merseberg. 

On the whole the materials for this period are ample, and, as regards 
England, they are flilly trustworthy. The difficulty lies in reconciling the 
English and continental narratives. 

^ ** Unready " must mean lacking rede ” or counsel. Walter Map (De 
' Nugis, 199) calls him Edejiredus, quern Anglici consilium [insiUum? see 
.. below, p. 317] vocaverunt, quia nullius erat negotii. * Magnifibus, the 
epithet of Eadmund the First, means rather worker of great ,deed8”— 
the Qreek fi€ya\ojrpdyMaiy--’thm magnificent ” in the vulgar sense. 
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CHAP. V. which wasted itself on needless and distant expeditions while 
no effective resistance was made to the enemy at the gates. 
iEthelred’s reign of thirty-eight years displays little but the 
neglect of every kingly duty, little but weakness, impolicy, 
cowardice, blind trust in unworthy favourites and even in 
detected traitors. It is full of acts of injustice and cruelty, 
some of which are laid to the charge of the King himself, 
while others, if he did not himself order them, he at least did 
nothing to hinder or to punish. In that age almost every- 
thing in the history of a nation depended on the personal 
Import- character of its ruler. One great King could raise a 
perL^al^^ kingdom to the highest point of prosperity ; one weak or 
character kicked King could plunge it into the lowest depths of 

ofrulere. , ^ 

degradation. So it was with England in the tenth 
century. The fabric of glory and dominion which was 
built up by the labours of iElfred, Eadward^ iEthelstan, 
Eadmund, and Eadred^ the fabric which was firmly welded 
together by the strong and peaceful rule of Eadgar, now 
seems to fall to pieces at the first touch of a vigorous and 
determined enemy. And yet it was not wholly so. The 
work of so many conquerors and lawgivers from Ecgberht 
The Eng- onwards was not wholly fruitless. England passed into 
the hands of a foreign master ; but England passed into 
leaders his hands as a single kingdom, retaining too her old 

of the dominion over her vassal principalities. And it should not 

people. forgotten how completely the whole evil was due to 

incompetent, cowardly, or traitorous leaders. The heart 
of the English people was still sound. Wherever a brave 
and honest man Vas in local command, local resistance 
was as vigorous as it could have been under .Alfred 
himself. And in the last agony, when valour and wisdom 
seemed all too late, Eadmund, the glorious son of the 
wretched jEthelred, stood forth like one of the old heroes 
of his house, to win back half the land from the invader, 
and to lose the rest far more through guile and treason than 
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through open warfare. The thing which is utterly inex- chap. v. 
plicable throughout the reigns both of iEthelred and of 
Eadmund is the strange and incomprehensible treason of 
two or three Englishmen in high command. It is equally 
strange how their treachery could repeatedly paralyse the 
efforts of a whole nation, and how, after their repeated 
treasons, the traitors were again taken into favour and 
confidence by the princes whom they had betrayed. Our 
facts are minute and explicit; but we often need some 
explanation of their causes which is not forthcoming. A 
few of those private letters of which we have such 
abundance two or three centuries later would give us 
the key to many difficulties which chronicles, laws, and 
charters leave wholly insoluble. 

§ 1. Reign of Eadward the Martyr. 975-979- 

Eadgar was succeeded by his eldest son Eadward, whose Death 
treacherous murder, though he did not die in any cause 
of religion or patriotism, gained him the surname of the 
Martyr. But he did not succeed without an interregnum, 
without a disj)uted election, or even without something 
approaching to a civil war. It shows how thoroughly 
we are now standing on the firm ground of contemporary 
history that we can recover a distinct portraiture of many 
of the actors in these scenes. The moment Eadgar was Moyemem 
dead, a reaction took place against the monastic party, monks, 
which was met by as powerful a movement on their behalf. 

^Ifhere, the Ealdorman of the Mercians and a kinsman Mercia ; 
of Eadgar,^ headed the movement against the monks, and 
drove them out of several churches into which Eadgar s 
favour had introduced them. But the monks found power- 
ful supporters in the eastern part of the kingdom, where 
their cause was strongly supported, it would seem even in 
1 See Appendix AA. 
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arms,^ by two remarkable men who then held the govern- 
ments of East-Anglia and Essex. yEthelwine of East- 
Anglia, one of the founders of Ramsey abl)ey, is chiefly 
known for his bounty to monastic foundations, to whose 
gratitude he doubtless owed his singular surname of the 
Friend of God.^ Alongside of him stood his maternal 
uncle Brihtnoth, Ealdorman of the East-Saxons,'^ whose 
lavish gifts to Ely, Ramsey, and other monasteries, won 
him well nigh the reputation of a saint, and whom we 
shall soon find dying a hero’s death in the defence of his 
country against heathen invaders. More interesting how- 
ever in a constitutional point of view than these eccle- 
siastical disputes is the controversy as to the succession to 
the crown. The election of a minor is in any case a thing 
to be noticed, and a dispute between two minors is more 
remarkable still. Eadgar had left two sons, Eadward, aged 
about thirteen, the child of his first wife ./EthelHred, and 
yEthelred, aged seven years, the child of his second wife 
iElfthryth, the daughter of Ordgar and widow of iEthel- 
wold, who, under the Latinized name of Elfrida, has been 
made the subject of so much strange romance."* Had 
Eadgar left a brother behind him, there can be no doubt 
that he would, like yElfred and Eadred, have been placed 
on the throne by universal consent. But there was no 
son of Eadmund living ; indeed it is not clear that there 
was any male descendant of yElfrcd living. There were 
indeed men, like iEthelweard the historian, who were 

^ Fl. Wig. A. 975. ** Congregate exercitu, monaateria Orieiitalium 

Anglorum maxima strenuitate defenderimt." 

“Amicus Dei.” Fl, Wig, 975, 991, 992, 1016. See Appendix AA. 

^ See Appendi.K AA. 

* For a full examination of her story, I would refer to the, first Essay in 
my Historical Essays, first series. 

* “Fabius Quajstor Patricius ^Ethelwerdus,” as he thinks good to call 
himself, the author of the earliest and most meagre of our Latin Chronicles, 
*we8 descended (see his own Prologue) from one of the sons of ./Ethelred the 
First who were excluded to make way for .^Elfred (see above, p. 108). 
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sprung in the male line from iEthelvvulf and Ecgberht ; chap. v. 
but in such distant kinsmen some unusual personal merit 
would probably have been needed to bring their claims on 
the crown into any notice. At this moment tliere was no 
grown man among the immediate members of the royal 
family, and there was no one, either among strangers or 
among more distant kinsmen, who possessed that predo- 
minant merit and predominant influence which marked out 
Harold for the crown ninety years later. The evils of a 
minority had therefore to be risked. Yet it seems strange 
that, if a minor King was to be accepted, there could be 
any doubt as to which minor was to be chosen. Eadward 
is said to have been distinctly recommended by his father, 
and with good reason. He was the elder son, and though 
primogeniture gave no positive right, yet it would surely 
be enough to turn the scale, even in a doubtful case, and 
this case, one would have thought, was not doubtful. The 
election of Eadward would have the unspeakable gain of 
bringing the minority to an end six years sooner than 
the election of his brother. Yet we read on good autho- 
rity ^ that there was a distinct division of sentiment among 
the electors, and that a strong party supported the child 
iEthelred against the boy Eadward. In this we can hardly 
fail to see the influence of the widowed Lady /Elfthryth, 
in alliance with one of the two parties in the state. And Party of 
there is every reason to believe that the party of ^If- and the 
thryth was the party of the monks. She was, by her first 
marriage, the sister-in-law of iEthelwine, and we find 
several signs that neither Hunstan nor the monks were 
so powerful under Eadward as they had been under his 

father. It was therefore a distinct sacrifice of their party Patriotic 

. „ „ . ... , conduct of 

to their country, when Dunstan and his leilow Archbisnop Dunstan, 

‘ FI. Wig. 975. See Appendix BB. 

“ The correct description is ^^the Old Lady.’* See Chron. (Abingdon), 

1051. Lady {H/cefdige), it will be remembered, not Queen, is the usual 
title of the wife of a West-Saxon King. 
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Os wald settled the controversy by a vigorous appeal on 
behalf of Eadward, urging the will of the late King, and 
no doubt enlarging also on the manifest expediency of the 
choice. Eadward was accordingly elected, crowned, and 
anointed. But that his short reign was not wholly favour- 
able to the monastic party may be inferred by the con- 
tinuance of the controversy, and the holding of several 
synods to discuss the points at issuo.^ Wc may see a 
similar influence at work in the banishment of Earl Oslac, 
a special favourite of Eadgar, whose punishment and its 
injustice are bitterly lamented by our best authorities.^ It 
will be remembered that, when the last Northumbrian 
King was overthrown by Eadred, the government of the 
country was entrusted to an Earl of the King^s choice. 
Oswulf, thus appointed by Eadred, ruled over all North- 
humberland, till Eadgar again divided the old kingdoms of 
Bernicia and Deira, giving the northern province to Oswulf 
and the southern to Oslac.^ On Oslac'^s banishment, the 
whole seems to have been again united under Waltheof, 
who was probably of the family of Oswulf, and of whose 
own descendents we shall often hear again. 

§ 2. From the election of JEthelred to the first disjonte 
with Normandy , 979-1000. 

Eadward, after a four years’ reign, was cruelly murdered. 
There is little doubt that this foul deed was done by the 
instigation, if not by the personal order, of his step-mother 
jElfthryth,^ whose son iEthelred was now elected at the age 

^ See Eadmer, Anglia Sacra, ii. 220, Osbem, 112, and Lingard’s note, 
Hist, of England, i. 274. 

* FI. Wig. A, 976. The poems in the Chronicles certainly seem to me 
to connect the banishment of Oslac with the predominance of ^Ifhere and 
the anti-monastic party. 

5 See Appendix KK. 

* The Chronicles bitterly lament the crime, without mentioning the 
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of ten years."^ For thirty-seven years England was governed chap, v, 
by him or in his name, and after Dunstan was gone, the Death of 
reign of ^thelred meant only the reign of his unworthy 
favourites. The world soon learned how great was the change 
when the Imperial sceptre of Britain was no longer grasped 
hy the hand of Eadgar the Peaceful. jEthelred had not 
been two years on the throne when the Danish invasions 
began again. The whole interest of the history so com- 
pletely gathers round this fearful scourge that we may 
pass swiftly by the few, and mostly unlucky^ events of 
internal history which are handed down to us. In one London 
year London was burned, seemingly by one of those acci- 

dental fires which, then and long after, were so common 

... ^ . . . Flor.Wjg.) 

and so destructive in cities where the buildings were mainly 
of wood. In another year, owing to some internal sedition Siege of 
the cause of which is not explained, ^thclred, then a 
youth of seventeen, besieged the town of Ilochester, and 
being unable to take it, ravaged and alienated some of the 
lands of the bishopric.^ In another year we hear of an 
epidemic fever, and of a murrain among beasts, seemingly 
the forerunner of the modern cattle-plague, which raged 
through the whole of England in a way unknown to 
•former times.*'^ Besides these misfortunes of different kinds, 

criminal. Florence distinctly charges vElfthryth with it. In the hands of 
William of Malmesbury (ii. 162) the story becomes a romance, which gets 
fresh details in those of Bromton (X Scriptt, 873 ©t seqq.). The obiter 
dictum of William of Malmesbury (ii. 165), that iElfhere had a hand in 
Eadward’s death, is contrary to the whole tenor of the history. See Chron. 

980 ; FI. Wig. 979. 

^ I know not what to make of the incredible story in Goscelin's Life of 
Saint Eadgyth (Mabillon, Ann. Ord. Ben. vii. 622), that the Witan or some 
of them (V regni proceres ”) wished to choose his heroine, a natural daughter 
of Eadgar and already a professed nun, as Lady in her own right. A female 
reign had not been heard of since the days of Sexburh. 

* Chron. and FI. Wig. in anno. See also the charter of 998 in Cod. Dipl. 

305^ a'lid Appendix AA. The beginnings of a legendary version may be 
seen in William of Malmesbury (ii. 165) and Eoger of Wendover (i. 423). 

® FI. Wig. 987. The English and Welsh Chronicles both put the cattle- 
plague a year earlier, and do not mention the disease among men. 
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JElfliereofMerciadied, and was succeeded in his ealdorman- 
ship by his son AElfric^ who was banished some years after- 
wards, we are not told for what cause. The first marriage 
of yEthelred to the daughter of one of his nobles, whose 
name and parentage are uncertain, and the birth of his 
sons yEthelstan and Eadmund, afterwards the renowned 
Ironside, must also be placed within this ])eriod.^ 

From these obscure domestic events we turn to the 
terrible drama of the Danish wars. This new series of 
invasions, which led in the end to the submission of all 
England to a Danish King, form the third and last period 
of Danish warfare. But the third period, after so long an 
interval, is as it were ushered in by a kind of repetition 
of the two earlier periods. Before the great attack on the 
kingdom of England by a King of all Denmark, we find 
a short period of mere plunder and a short period of at- 
tempted settlement. During the first years of yEthelred 
the Danish invasions once more become mere piratical 
incursions. Then for a few years they cease altogether. 
Then they begin a second time, in a shape which seems to 
imply intended settlement, and which presently grows into 
regular political concpiests. The leading spirit of all these 
invasions was Swegen,^ the son of Harold Blaatand, the 
Danish King who played so important a part in the affairs 
of Normandy. And for a while there appears by his side 
another rover of the North, whose career was, if possible, 
stranger than his own, the famous Olaf Tryggvesson of 
Norway. But it is hard indeed to force the entries in 
the English Chronicles, which hardly ever touch upon the 

‘ On the contradictory statements as to iEthelred’s first wife and her 
children, see Appendix E-R. 

* The full form of this name, Swegen, is always used by the English 
Chroniclers ; but in Danish pronunciation it seems to have been already 
cut down into Svein or Sven* The Latin forms are Smnus and Sueno. 



EENEWED SCANDIKAYIAN mVASIONS. 


269 


internal affairs of Scandinavia/ into agreement with the 
half fabulous narratives in the Danish historians and in the 
Norwegian sagas. Swegen, baptized in his infoiicy, and 
held at the font by an Imperial god-father^ had received 
the name of Otto, as Guthrum received the name of^thel- 
stan.2 away his new name and his new faith, 

and waged war against his Christian father on behalf of 
Thor and Odin.^ The life of Olaf, as told in the sagas of 
his country,'^ is one of the most amazing either in history 
or in romance. The posthumous child of a murdered King 
and a fugitive Queen, he is sold as a slave in Esthonia, he 
flourishes through court favour in Russia, he wins princi- 
palities by marriage in Wendland and in England, and is 
converted to Christianity by an abbot in the Scilly Islands. 
The early life of Swegen is likewise connected by tradition 
with England ; he is said to have been driven from Denmark, 
to have sought for shelter in England, and, when repelled 
by iEthelred, to have taken refuge for a time at the more 
hospitable court of Kenneth of Scotland.^ It is highly 
probable that Swegen took a part as a private wiking in 
the first three years of piracy, which chiefly laid waste 
the shores of Wessex and Kent. The presence of Olaf 
in England may also be inferred from the statement that 
Cheshire was ravaged by enemies who arc distinctly pointed 
out as Norwegians.^ That Swegen indeed had a hand 


^ This is in marked contrast to the affairs of the Empire, on which our 
Chroniclers evidently kept a careful eye, and of which they contain many 
notices. 

2 See the Saga of Olaf Tryjrgvesson, c. 29; Laing, i. 395. Swegen is 
called Suein Otto by Adam of Bremen, ii. 25. 

® Adam Brem. u. s. ; Sax. Gram, lib. x. p. 185* ed. Hafti. 1644. 

" See the ^^Saga om Oloff Tryggwasson,” ‘^Historia Olai Tryggwje Filii,’’ 
TJpsala, 1691, or Laing*s Sea-Kings of Norway, i. 367. 

* Adam Brem. ii. 32 ; Saxo, lib. x. p. 188. Swegen, already King, is 
driven out by Eric of Sweden. To reconcile the chronology is hopeless. 
Saxo calls the English King Eadward. 

® Chron. A. 980. ‘'And }>y ilcan gearewses Legeceastersclr gehergod 
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in the earlier incursions is almost proved by an interval 
of peace succeeding* them. This interval doubtless answers 
to the time of Sweg‘en’s parricidal war with his father^ 
which is quite enough to account for the cessation of 
his attacks upon England. After six years^ intermission, 
the invasions began again with an attack on Watchet on 
the western coast of Somerset, in which several English 
thegns wei*e killed, but the Danes were at last beaten 
off.^ Three years later, a much more serious attack was 
made on the cast of England, seemingly with the inten- 
tion of making a settlement. This seems to have been 
a Norwegian expedition; the leaders were Justin and 
Guthmund, sons of Steitan, and there seems every reason 
to believe that Olaf Tryggvesson himself was present also.^ 
They plundered Ipswich and thence advanced into Essex, 
where the brave Ealdorman Brihtnoth met them in battle 
at Maldon. The hero of the monks was also the hero of 
the soldiers, and the exploits and death of the valiant 
Ealdorman were sung in strains which rank among the 
noblest efforts of Teutonic poetry.^ It is a relief to turn 


fram nor?? scipherige.’* Florence has, more distinctly, “ Civitatis Legionum 
provincia a Norwegensibus piratis devastatur.*’ Northmen of all kinds 
are often confounded under the name of Danes, but none but genuine 
Norwegians are likely to be spoken of in this way. Leicester here, as often, 
is not the midland Leicester, but Chester. 

^ Chron. and FI. Wig. in anno. “Goda se Defenisca })egen” was killed, 
according to the Cluronicles. Florence calls him '‘satrapa Domnanise.” 
Satrapa seems to be sometimes used as a formal title inferior to Ealdorman. 
See Cod. Dipl. iii. 356, where Leofsige is raised from the rank of satrapa to 
that of dux. 

2 The Chronicles give no names; Florence mentions Justin and Guth- 
mund ; but the treaty presently to be mentioned, gives the name of Olaf 
as well. 

® The original Old-English text is printed in Thorpe’s Analecta Anglo- 
Saxonica, p. 131 ; there is a modem English translation in Conybeare’s 
Illustrations of Anglo-Saxon poetry, xc. The poem, of which unfortunately 
the beginning and ending are lost, is evidently local and contemporary. 
I therefore do not hesitate to accept the main facts of the battle and the 
names of the actors as trustworthy, much more trustworthy than if they 
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from the wretched picture of misgovernment and treachery chap. v. 
which the reign of ^thelred presents, and to hear the 
deeds of one of the few righteous who were left told in 
our own ancient tongue in verses which echo the true ring 
of the battle-pieces of Homer. The fight of Maldon is the 
only battle of the days of ^thelred of which any minute 
details are preserved, and every detail throws light on 
something in the manners or the military tactics of the 
age. The battle took place near the town of Maldon^ on 
the banks of the tidal river Panta^ now called the Black- 
water. The town lies on a hill ; immediately at its base 
flows one branch of the river, while another, still crossed 
by a mediaeval bridge, flows at a little distance to the 
north. The Danish ships seem to have lain in the branch 
nearest to the town^ and their crews must have held the 
space between the two streams, while Brihtnoth came 
to the rescue from the north. He seems to have halted 
on the spot now marked by the church of Heybridge,^ 
having both streams between him and the town. He 
rode to the spot, but when he had drawn up his army in 
order, he alighted from his horse and took his place among 
his own household troops." These were men bound to 
him by the traditional tic of personal fidelity handed on 
from the earliest recorded days of the Teutonic race. Like 
Harold at Senlac, Brihtnoth fought on foot ; an English 

were found in a Latin prose chronicle a century or two later. The speeches, 
no doubt, are, like most speeches in history, the invention of the poet. 

^ The church, a massive Romanesque building, may not unlikely have 
been raised, like so many other churches on battle-fields, to commemorate 
the event. 

* fa he hsefde fset folc fsor him leofost wses, 

faegre getrymmed, l>«cr he his heortS-werod 

he lihte fa mid leodon, holdost wiste.’ (Thorpe, p. 132*) 

This ‘‘heorS-werod ” or hearth company are the personal following or 
comitatus (see above, p. 86) of the chief; to their exploits the poem is 
chiefly devoted. This battle of Maldon, like all our battles, will be found 
to contain many details leading to the illustration of the last and greatest 
battle on Senlac. 
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King or Ealdorman used his horse only to carry him to 
and from the field of battle ; in the actual combat the first 
in rank was bound to share every danger of his lowlier 
comrades.^ The wikings now sent a herald, offering to 
withdraw and go back to their ships, on payment of money 
to be assessed at their own discretion. Brihtnoth of course 
indignantly refused any such demand ; steel and not gold 
was the only metal that could judge between him and 
them. The two hosts now stood on the two sides of the 
water^ a deep and narrow channel, which, as the tide was 
coming in, could not be at once crossed. The bridge, a 
still older predecessor doubtless of that which still re- 
mains, was held, at Brihtnoth’s order, by three champions 
whose exploit reminds us, like some other incidents of 
tlie battle, of one of the most famous tales in the poetical 
history of Rome. The dauntless tliree who kept the 
bridge at ^laldon were Wulfstan the son of Ceola, iElf- 
here, and ^laccus, the name of which last chamj)ion may 
suggest some curious inquiries as to his origin.^ Till the 
tide turned, the two armies stood facing each other, eager 


^ William of Malmesbury says of Harold (iii. '241), *Mlex ipse pedes 
juxtiv vexillum stabat cum fratribus, ut, in commune penoulo ie([uato, 
nemo de fuga cogitaret.” So Brihtnoth bids his men form a finn rank with 
the ‘^board-wall” or line of shields; 

‘*Hu hi Hceoldon standan, llihte heoldon 

And )>one Hte<le healdan, Ficste mid folnuini. 

And bied hyra randan And ne forhtedon na.” (p, 132.) 

Mr. Conybeare mistook the meaning of the passage and the tactics of the 
English anny when he translated “and Jjorie dede hcahlan,” “how to guide 
their steals.^* It means how to hold their dead or place.” 

The English habit of fighting on foot is noticed with some exaggeration 
in the earliest description of our nation ; aAwjpot 5 ^ tiai tt 6 vtojv fidkiara 
^ap^apotiv S)V iffiiis tapLfv ol urjcnwrai ovroi^ h t€ rds -nt^ol laaiv’ ov 

ydp oaov elal rov iirn^beiv &pLi\iri)roi, dXX’ Xirirov S ti itork iariv iniara- 
aOai atpiai K,r.\. Prokopios, Bell. Goth. iv. 20. 

* The only other Maccus whom I know anything of is the Under-king of 
Man, who was one of the princes who rowed Eadgar on the Dee. But what 
could he, or any one of his family or nation, be doing in the comitatus of an 
Ealdorman of the East'Saxons ? 
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for battle, but unable to do more than exchange a few chap. v. 
flights of arrows. At last the turn of the tide made the 
ford passable ; the Northmen began to cross, and Briht- 
noth, perhaps with a kind of chivalrous feeling which was 
doubtless utterly thrown away upon such enemies, allowed 
large numbers of them to pass unhindered.^ And now the 
fight began in earnest. The English stood, as at Senlac, in 
the array common to them and their enemies, a strong line, 
or rather wedge, of infantry, forming a wall with their 
shields. As in the old Roman battles, the fight began 
with the hurling of the javelins, and was carried on in 
close combat with the broadsword.^ Brihtnoth was wounded 
early in the battle, and his sister’s son Wulfma3r was dis- 
abled, But the brave old chief went on fighting, and, 
after slaying several wlkings with his own hand, he was 
cut down, and two gallant followers who fought at his side 
were slain with him. One of these was another Wulfmser, 
the young son of Wulfstan, who fought by his lord while 
his father was guarding the bridge. After the death of 
the valiant Ealdorman, the thoroughly Homeric character 
of the story comes out more strongly than ever. The fight 


^ Compare however the discusHion among the revolted Karians as to 
crossing the Maiandros. Herod, v, ii8. Compare on the other hand the 
challenge to cross the Wear given by Edward the Third to the Scots in 
1327. Froissart, i, c. xix. (vol. i. p. 20. ed. 1559) »* Longman, Edward III, 
i. 14. So the Parthians and Antonios, Pint. Ant. 49. 

* The weapon of close fight at Maldon, as at Brunanburh, was on both 
sides the sword. The Danish axe had not yet been introduced into England, 
and as late as Stamford bridge Harold Hardrada wielded the sword. The 
hill is twice mentioned, and it is put into the hand of Brihtnoth himself ; 
but it is plain that the bill here spoken of was a sword and not an axe ; 

“ Da Byrhtno ‘5 braed 
Bill of sce'Jie, 

Br^d and brdn-ecg.” (p. 136.) 

Earlier in the poem the defensive and offensive weapons of the English 
appear distinctly as *^Bord and br^id swurd.” The early use of the 
epithet brown ” applied to a sword, common in later baUads, should be 
noticed. 


VOL, I, 
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CHAP. V. over the body of Brihtnoth sounds like the fight over the 
body of Patroklos,^ or like that later day when 

Fiercer grew the fighting 
Around Valerius dead/' 

Tvvo"caitiflfs, the only faithless ones among the body-guard 
of the fallen hero, two brothers whose names are handed 
down to infamy as Godric and Godwig, the sons of Odda, 
forgot their duty to their lord who had shown them such 
favours^ and fled from the field, leaving his body in the 
hands of his enemies. Godric even added the further 
treason of mounting the horse on which Brihtnoth had 
ridden to the field, so that many thought that it was the 
Ealdorman himself who had fled.^ The English were thus 
thrown into confusion ; the fortress of shields was broken.^ 
The enemy had thus time to mangle the body of Brihtnoth, 
Faithful- and to carry off his head as a trophy.'* But the fight 
cowijiaOisof was renewed by Brihtnoth’s special comrades, whose names 
Brihtnoth. exploits are handed down to us in verses which breathe 
the true fire of the warlike minstrelsy common to Greek 
and Teuton. There fouglit ^Ifwine the son of .zElfric, of a 
lordly house among the Mercians ; there fought iEseferth 
the son of Ecglaf, a Northumbrian hostage who had 


^ Tlio liken esa struck Mr. Conybeare strongly, p. Ixxxviii. 

* So I understand the lines, 

** VV^ende ]>*« for-moni man On wlancan J’am wicge, 
pa he on nieare r^d, pset wiere hit ure hlaford.” (p. 138.) 

Compare the flight of the French serving-boys on their masters’ horses at the 
approach of Chandos in 1369. Froissart, c. cclxxvii. (i. 383, 384) ; Longman, 
Edward III. ii. 167. 

3 '‘ForJ^an wearS her on felda 
Folc totwaemed, 

Scyld'burh tobrocen.” (p. 138.) 

* So says the Ely History (ii. 6), which, on such a point, may be trusted. 
The Abbot supplied the loss with a mass of wax. 

* Is this .^Ifwine a son of the banished Ealdorman ^Elfric 1 “ .^Ifwine 
minister,” occasionally, but not very commonly, signs charters about this 
time. 
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escaped from the enemy ; ^ there fought Brihtwold, old in chap. v. 
years but valiant among the foremost ; there fought Eadvvard 
the Long, and Leofsunu, and others whose names live only 
in the nameless poet’s verse, but among whom one must 
not be forgotten, one whose tale shows that, deep as were 
the corruptions of English life under this wretched reign, 
there was at least room left for lowly merit to raise itself to 
honour. This was Dunnere, a churl by birth, but whose 
rank is spoken of without the least shadow of contempt, 
and whose words and deeds placed him on a level with the 
noblest of his comrades. In short, the whole personal 
following of the East- Saxon Ealdorman seems to have 
fought and fallen around his body.^ The heathen had the 
victory j ^ but the defeat of the English seems to have been 
by no means decisive. We do not read that the Danes 
were able to spoil or burn the town, according to their 
usual custom, and the body of Brihtnoth was carried off in 
safety and found a worthy resting-place. On an island His bm inl 
in the great fen land between Mercia and East-Anglia, on 
a height which in that part of Britain passes for a con- 
siderable hill, the virgin Queen iEthelthryth (the Ethel- 
dreda of hagiology) had, three centuries before, forsaken 
every duty of royal and married life, to rule over a 
sisterhood which proved fruitful in saints of royal birth. ^ 

Thus arose the great monastery of Ely; but, like many 
other religious houses, it was utterly destroyed in the 
Danish invasion of the ninth century. When the monks 

' So I understand the passage, as does Mr. Con}.’beare. But we have 
no mention of any inroad of this army into Northumberland. 

2 Animianus, xvi. 12. “ Coinites ejus, ducenti numero, et tres amici 

junctissimi, flagitium arbitrati post regein vivere vel pro rege non mori, si 
ita tulerit casus.'* In this case, the King having surrendered, they ** tradidere 
se vinciendos." 

® n. Wig. A. 991. ‘'Utrinque infinita multitudine caesa, ipse dux 
occubuit, Danica vero fortuna vicit.” The Ely historian tries hard to 
turn the battle into a victory. 

* See her life in Bseda, iv. 19, 20. 

T 2 



27() THE DANISH CONQUEST OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP. V. were in the height of their power under Eadgar, Bishop 
iEthelvvold, their great patron, chose the forsaken site for 
a new foundation ; a church was built, and a body of monks 
took possession of the former home of sainted princesses. 
Among the benefactors of the new house the Ealdor- 
man of the East- Saxons was one of the foremost. The 
first Abboh whether from kindred or from accident, bore 
the same name as his benefactor the Ealdorman. He, 
according to the legend, died a martyr’s death, through 
the practice of the Lady iElfthryth, the unworthy niece of 
the pious chieftain.^ The second Abbot iElfsige was bound 
to Brihtnoth by the tie of mutual benefits. He now 
hastened to the place of slaughter, and carried off the body 
of so great a benefactor of his house. The remains of 
Brihtnoth were buried in the newly hallowed minster, the 
humble forerunner of the most stately and varied of England’s 
cathedral churches. Under its mighty lantern the brave 
and pious Ealdorman slept in peace, till, under pretence of 
restoration, his bones were disturbed by the savages of the 
Gifts of hia eighteenth century. His widow yEthelflied shared his 
^thdflaed; tlcvotion to the liousc of Saint yEthelthryth. She added 
gifts of lands ; she offered a bracelet of gold, perhaps 
part of the badges of his office; and she adorned the minster 
with one gift, which, if it survived, would rank among the 
most precious monuments of the history and art of the age. 
Ely once could rival Bayeux ; among the choicest treasures 
of Ely under her first Bishop, a hundred and twenty years 
later, was the tapestry on which the devotion of yEthelflsed 
had wrought the glorious deeds of the hero of Maldon.^ 

* Tlie Ely History (ii. 3) gives tlie legend. With the slight improvement 
of painting .^Ifthryth as a witch, it is the story of Joseph and Zuleikha, or 
of BellerophontSs and Anteia, over again, with such changes as were needed 
when the tale was transferred from a married woman to a widow. It should 
be remembered that iElfthryth’s first husband ^Ethelwold seems to have 
been a nephew of Brihtnoth. 

* Hist. El. ii. 7. *‘Torquem auream, et cortinam [curtain] gestis vir 
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At Maldon the invaders had gained a victory^ hut it was chap. v. 
a victory which showed what Englishmen could still do 
when they had men of the old stamp to lead them. But the 
dastardly flight of the sons of Odda showed that England 
also contained men of another temper. And unhappily the 
policy of ^thelred was now guided by men of the stamp 
of Godric^ not by men of the stamp of Brihtnoth. The 
shameful payment of money, which the brave old Ealdor- 
man had so indignantly refused, was the only means of 
safety which suggested itself to a King in the first vigour 
of youth and to his chief counsellors in Church and State. 

The year which beheld the fight of Maldon beheld also^ The Danes 
for the first time, the Lord of all Britain stoop to buy 
peace from a few ship-crews of heathen pirates.^ This^^^i- 
was the beginning of that senseless and fatal system of 
looking to gold to do the work of steel, of trusting to 
barbarians who never kept their promises, and who of 
course, as soon as they had spent one instalment of tribute, 
came back again to seek for more. But this plain lesson 
was one which ^thelred and his advisers seemed never 
aide to learn. The spirit of the nation, which under men 
like Brihtnoth was ready for vigorous resistance, was thus 
(pienched, and its energy frittered away. The evil counsel- Advisers 
lors who stand charged with the infamy of first suggesting ^e^ure • 
this unhappy measure were men of the highest rank in 
the nation. The great Dunstan was dead ; he was taken 
away from the evil to come in the very year in which the 


sui intextam atque depositam, depictam in meinoriam probitatis ejus, huic 
ecclesia? donavit.” See Palgrave, Eng. Com. ii. ccccvi ; Lingard, i. 278. 

^ The Chronicles say expressly, On }?am geare man genedde j^eet man 
geald (Brest gafol Deniscum mannum,” &c. But there is a curious piece of 
evidence to show that the possibility of such a measure was thought of long 
before. In the will of King Eadred in the Liber de Hyda, p. 153, he leaves 
sixteen hundred pounds to ])an Jjset hi mege magan hu[n]gor and hcelpenne 
here himfram aceapian, gif hie he\>urfen** The manuscript seems to be very 
corrupt, but there can be no doubt as to the meaning. The words are left 
out in the Latin and later English versions which follow. 
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invasions began again. After a momentary oceiipation of 
the metropolitan throne by /EthelgJirj Bishop of the South- 
Saxons, who died the next year, tlic j)rimacy fell to the lot 
of Sigerie, Bishop of Wiltshire or Ramsbmy. The first 
• act of this prelate was to drive out. the secular priests from 
the metropolitan church, where Bunstan himself had let 
them abide.^ If Sigeric was at all versed in the fitting 
lore of his office, the liistory of the Old Testament might 
have supplied him with many precedents to show the flital 
nature of his policy. No Jewish King had ever gained 
anything by buying off the Assyrian, and an English King 
was not likely to fare any better by buying off the Dane. 
But Sigeric joined with the Ealdormen iEthelweard and 
iElfric in gaining the King’s leave to purchase peace for 
their own districts at the hands of the invaders by the 
payment of ten thousand pounds.- iEthelweard, ‘^Patricius 
Consul Fabius Qusej^tor ililthelwerdus,” was a man of 
royal descent, who is memorable as our only lay historian 
of this age, but who would have been more worthy of 
honour in his literary character, had he, like his kinsman 
iElfred, stooped to write in his native tongue, instead of 
clothing a most meagre record in most inflated Latin. As 
for iElfric, his identity and his actions form one of the 
standing difficulties of this time. His doings, as favourite 
and as traitor, are spread over several years of the reign of 
iEthelred. Having bought a respite for their own districts,^ 
the Primate and the two Ealdormen next persuaded the 

* FI. Wig. A. 990. “Clericia a Oaiituaria proturbatin, monachoH in- 
duxit ” 

* See the preamble to the Peace in Thor]ie, i. 384. Cf. Chron. and 
FI. Wig. 991. The Chronicle mentions only the Archbishop, not the 
Ealdormen. 

® See above, p. 264, and Appendix CC. 

* I do not know where .^thelweard’s ealdormanship lay. If this iElfnc 
was Ealdorman of the Mercians, it is clear that his government would be 
directly threatened by an enemy who had probably had possession of a large 
part of East' Anglia and Essex. 
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King and his Witan to buy a general peace for the whole chai*. v. 
land.^ The terms of the treaty show that, if the invaders 
were not actually to settle in the land, they were at least 
not expected to make a speedy departure. They engage 
to help King JEthelred against any fleet which may come 
to invade England ; neither j)arty is to receive the enemies 
of the other ; and various provisions are made, which 
would be quite out of place if the Northmen had been 
expected to sail away at once. And the events of the next Fleet ns- 
year clearly show that they did not sail away, and they Londem. 
seem also to imply that the peace was broken. For in that 992 - 
year yEthelred and his Witan ^ gathered together a fleet at 
London, which was placed under the command of two 
Bishops, ^sewig of Dorchester and A51fric of Wiltshire, 
and of two lay chiefs, Thored the Earl, of whom we have 
already heard, and who, according to one account, was the 
King’s father-in-law,^ and, unluckily for the enterprise, 
iElfric the Ealdorman. We have now reached the first of 
that long scries of utterly inexplicable treasons, which were, 
in a way no less utterl}^ inexplicable, always foi’given by 
those against whom they were wrought. One can under- 
stand the wretched policy which buys off* an enemy or the 
sheer cowardice which flees from an enemy. Contemptible 
as both of them are, neither of them implies any deliberate 
treachery or any positive perversion of heart. But what 
human motive could induce an English Ealdorman deliber- 
ately to betray his country to the heathen invaders? Yet 
so to do now becomes the regular course on the part of the 


^ See the Treaty in Thorpe, i. 284; Schmid, 204 ; and Appendix DD. 

* Chron.in anno. pa gergedde se cyning and ealle his witan.” So Florence ; 
“ Consilio jussuque regis Anglorum .Flgelrodi procerumque suorum.” 

* Hia name is JSXUtan both in the Chronicles and in Florence, through 
i-ome confusion with a predecessor of that name, who died in 981. 

* See Appendix FF. Thored in the Chronicle is Eorl, j^Flfric is Eal- 
dorman, This distinction clearly marks out Thored as of Danish birth, or 
as holding a government within the Danish part of England. 
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royal favourites, a class who form a strange contrast to the 
brave men, chiefs and jicoplo alike, whose patriotic efforts 
were so often thwarted by them. yElfric now first sent 
word to the Northmen to beware lest they should be sur- 
rounded by the English fleet, and then actually joined them 
with his own contingent. The English, among whom the 
East-Angles and the citizens of London were the foremost, 
pursued and gave battle; the Danes were defeated with 
great slaughter; the traitor’s shij) was taken with all 
that was in it, hut he himself narrowly escaped. yKthelncI 
t<K)k a bas«' and cowardly n^venge by blinding .EHVie’s soil 
..Elfgar, against whom there is ludliing whatever to show 
that he had any share in his fatlnu’s crime. Y(*t, strange 
to say, within a few years JOIfrie hims(‘lf was ag-ain in 
favour, and again in a position to command and to betray 
Englisli armies. 

The storm was thus turneel away from L<»ndon. The 
importance of that great city was elaiU' growing through- 
out thes(‘ timers. We (*auiK>t- as yet call it tlu* capital ot 
the kingdom ; hut its ge(>gra])hieal position made it one 
of tlic chief bulwarks of the land, and there was no part 
of the n*a]m whose people eould outdo the ]>atriotisni and 
courage of its valiant citizens. London at this time iilh 
much the same place in England which Paris filled in 
Northern (laul a century earlier. The two cities, in 
their several lands, w(‘re tlie two great fortresses, phu*e(] 
on the two great rivers of the country, the special objecti 
of attack on the part of the invaders and the special de- 
fence of the country against them. ICach was, as it weie 
marked out by great public services to become the capita 
of the whole kingtlom. But Paris became a natioiia 
capital only because its local Count grew into a nationa 
King; London, amidst all changes within and without 
has always kept more or less of her ancient ijharacter a 
a free city. Paris was merely a military bulwark, tin 
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dwelling-place of a ducal or a royal sovereign; London, chap. v. 
no less important as a military post, had also a greatness 
which rested on a surer foundation. London, like a few 
other of our great cities, is one of the ties which con- 
nect our Teutonic England with the Celtic and Roman 
Britain of earlier times. Her British name still lives 
on, unchanged by the Teutonic conquerors. Before we 
first hear of London as an English city, she had cast 
away her Roman and Imperial title ; she was no longer 
Augusta;^ she had again taken her ancient name, and 
through all clianges she clave to her ancient character. 

The commercial fame of London dates from the early days 
of Roman dominion.^ The English Conquest may have 
caused an interruption for a while, but it was only for a 
while. As early as the days of A^thelberht the commerce 
of London was again renowned.'^ TElfred had rescued 
the city from the Dane ; he had built a citadel for her 
defence,^ the germ of that Tower which was to be- first 
the dwelling-place of Kings, and then the scene of the 
martyrdom of their victims. Among the Laws of yl^thel- 
stan none are more remarkable than those which deal 
with the internal affairs of London and with the regula- 
tion of her earliest commercial corporations. During the ComtAerc 
reign of iEthelred the merchant city again became the 

^ Ammianus, xxvii. 8. “ Lundinium vetus oppidum, quod AugustaiD 

posteritas appellavit.” xxviii. 3. Ab Augusta profectus, quam veteres 
appellavore Lundinium.” He however himself elsewhere (xx. i) speaks of 
“Lundinium” without any addition. The popular name of London survived 
the official name of Augusta, just as Siky6n survived D6m6trias, as 
Mantineia survived Antigoneia, as Jerusalem survived .^lia Capitolina. 

* Tac. Ann. xiv. 33. On the origin of London, see Guest, Archieological 

Journal, 1866, No. xci. p. 159. Cf. Vita S. Bon., Pertz, ii. 338. “ Pervenit 

ad locum ubi erat forum rerum venalium, et usque hodie antique Anglorum 
Saxonumque vocabulo appellatur Lundenwich.” 

Baeda, Eccl. Hist. ii. 3. 

* Chron. 896. On the probability that the present Tower occupies the 
site lof a fortress of Alfred, see Mr. Earle’s note, p. 310. 

* Thorpe, Laws and Inst. i. 228 ; Kemble, Saxons in England, ii. 531. 
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object of special and favourable legislation.^ Her Insti- 
tutes speak of a commerce spread over all the lands that 
bordered on the Western Ocean. Flemings and French- 
men, men of Ponthieu, of Brabant, and of Luttich, filled 
her markets with their wares and enriched ‘the civic coffers 
with their tolls. Thither too came the men of Rouen, 
whose descendants were, at no distant day, to form no 
small element among her own citizens. And, worthy and 
favoured above all, came the seafiiring men of the Old- 
Saxon brother-land, the pioneers of the mighty Ilansa of 
the North, which was in days to come to knit together 
London and Novgorod in one bond of commerce, and to 
dictate laws and distribute crowns among the nations by 
whom London was now threatened. The demand for toll 
and tribute fell lightly on those whom English legislation 
distinguished as the men of the Emperor.^ The manifest 
advantages of their trade, perhaps some feeling or memory 
of their common blood and speech, gained privileges for 
them to which the Gaul and the Norman had no claim, 
privileges which did not extend to the kindred Fleming, 
vassal as he was of the Parisian King, or to the Lorrainer, 
still a vassal of Csesar, but already exposed to the conta- 
gion of foreign influence and language. The chief seat 
of their enterprise was indeed as ycF not open to them, 
and the chief seat of their dominion was as yet not in 
being. Queenly Liibeck had not yet begun to cover her 
pe^iinsula with her stately spires, her soaring gateways, 
the rich and varied dwellings of her merchant-princes, 
and the proud pile of that council-house which was. to 
become the centre of the commerce and policy of Northern 

‘ Instituta Lundoniae, Thorpe, i. 300. 

^ Thorpe, i. 300 ; Lappenberg, Gesch. des hansischen Stahlliofes, p. 5. 
The great privilege of the “ homines Imperatoris, qui veniebant in navibus 
suis,” seems to have bee» that they were, with certain exceptions, allowed 
to buy and sell on board their own ships, which doubtless exempted them 
from certain tolls to which others were liable. 
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Europe. The Baltic, one day to be an Hanaeatic lake, ohai 
was still surrounded throughout ite coasts by savage or 
piratical tribes to whom all Christendom alike was hostile. 

But, if the Trave was not yet reached, the Elbe and the 
Weser were already occupied. The fame of Hamburg and 
of Bremen was as yet ecclesiastical rather than com- 
mercial ; still we may well believe that, among* the con- 
tinental brethren whom London welcomed, there were 
some who had ventured forth from their infant havens. 

And the Rhine at least was still open ; the ancient Colony 
of Agrippina was already a chief mart of Teutonic com- 
merce ; as early as the days of Charles and Offa, commerce 
between England and the Empire was a matter of s])ecial 
interest on both sides and now, in the days of ylilthelred, 
the men of the Emperor, alone among the natives of 
foreign lands, were emphatically spoken of as “ worthy of 
good laws, even as we ourselves.”- 

The great merchant city was thus saved, mainly, as we Ravages i 
shall often find it in these wars, by the valour of her ofEnglau* 
own citizens. The Northmen, baffled in their attack on 
London, turned their course northward; they stormed 
King Ida’s fortress of Bamburgh, the earliest seat of 
Northumbrian kingship; they then turned back to the 
mouth of the Humber, and ravaged the country on both 
sides of that river. The men of Lindesey and Deira were 
no less ready to defend their country than the men of 
London and East- Anglia ; but they had less worthy leaders. 

Just as the battle was beginning, the English commanders Treason 
set the example of flight. Their names were Frgena, Frithe- Frithegis 
gist, and Godwhie, tvm of them at least old servants of 
Eadgarj-^and. it is distinctly implied that the cause of their 
cowardice and treachery was that they were themselves 

"^'See W. Malms, i. 93. Of. above, p. 38. ^ 

2 Thorpe, i. 300. “ Homines Imperatoris, qui veniebant in navibus suis, 

bCnarum legum digui tenebantur, sicut et nos.” 
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of Danish descent, and that they therefore sympathized 
with the invaders rather than with those whom it was 
their duty to defend.^ 

Our narrative is thus far, on the whole, straightforward 
and intelligible ; but two difficult questions now present 
themselves. Were these Scandinavian invasions accom- 
panied by any efforts on the part of the Celtic inhabitants 
of Britain to sliake off the English supremacy? Was 
yEtlielred, while thus attacked by foreign invaders, him- 
self engaged in foreign disputes and wars, perhaps in 
actual invasion of a foreign land? As far as the Welsh 
are concerned, it would be alike impossible and unprofit- 
able to try to trace out every detail of the border warfare 
which was always going on along the Mercian frontier. 
The English Chronicles scarcely ever condescend to speak 
of the ups and downs of these endless skirmishes, while 
the Welsh Chronicles are full of them. They tell us of 
a good many incursions of the “ Saxons,’’ but they are 
far fuller of the ravages of the Black Pagans,” who were 
probably much oftener Northmen from Ireland and the 
Western Islands than actual Danes from Denmark. And 
it is small honour to the Emperor of all Britain that his 
plan of buying off the heathen ravagers had perhaps been 
forestalled by a vassal prince of Wales This prince, Mcre- 
dydd, son of Owen, seems to have spread his dominion 
over the greater part of the modern principality,^ and 
in the year of the battle of Maldon we distinctly find 


' See Appendix AA. 

2 So it stands in the English version of the Brut y Tywysogion, in anno; 

And Maredudd, son of Owain, paid to the Black Pagans a tribute of one 
penny for each person.** But in the Annales Cambrise the transaction takes 
the milder form of a redemption of captives ; “ Maredut redemit captivos a 
gentilibus nigris, nummo pro unoquoque dato.” 

^ His own dominions are described (Brut, 991) as Dyfed, Ceredigion, 
Gower, and Cydweli, answering to the modern counties of Pembroke, , 
Cardigan, Caermarthen, and part of Glamorgan. In 985 he conquered 
Mona or Anglesey, Merioneth, and Gwynedd generally. 
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him, not only at war with the English, hut in league chap. v. 
with the Northmen. A prince of Gwent and Morgan wg,^ War with 
in company with an English commander whose name ap- 
pears to have been iEthelsige, ravaged the kingdom of 
Meredydd as far as Saint David’s. In return for this, 
Meredydd, with an army of heathen mercenaries,^ ravaged 
Morgan wg, the dominion of the Welsh ally of England. 

One would be more anxious to know what was the posi- 
tion of Scotland at this time. The reception of Swogen 
by Kenneth, if it be historical, might seem to point to 
an unfriendly feeling towards England ; but we have no 
notices of Scottish affairs till some years later. 

A more important question still now presents itself, ^thelred’s 

As far as we can gather from most imperfect and con- with Nor- 

tradictory accounts, it seems that it was during these 

years that the first direct intercourse between England 

and Normandy took place, and that that intercourse was 

of an unfriendly, if not a directly hostile, kind.'^ The DisputL'H 

quarrel seems to have arisen out of the hospitable recep- 

tion which was ffiven in the Norman ports to the piratical 

® ^ ^ ^ given in 

fleets which were engaged in the plunder of England. Normandy 
The old connexion with Denmark, the good services which vchscIb. 
had been rendered by King Harold, were not forgotten 
in Normandy. The kind reception thus due to the Danes 
in general may have extended itself even to those who 
were in fact Harold’s rebellious subjects, warring against 
the champion of the faith common to Normandy and 
England. The Norman havens lay most conveniently 

' He is called Owen, Guyn, and Etwin. Was this last name borrowed 
from the English Eadwine ? His English ally appears in the Brut as 
** Eclis the Great, a Saxon prince from the seas of the south.” The Annals 
call him Edelisi, that is, doubtless ^thelsige. See Appendix AA. 

® Brut y Tywysogion, 991. ‘‘Maredudd hired the pagans willing to 
join him.” 

* On .^thelred’s relations with Normandy see Appendix EE. 
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open for the sale of the plunder of Wessex; it is even 
possible that some of the inhabitants of those parts of 
Normandy where the old Danish spirit still lingered may 
have joined their heathen kinsmen in ineursions on the 
opposite coast.^ Considering the ehronology, it seems most 
likely that the invasion of Somerset which took place in 
the year of Dunstan’s death was aided and abetted by 
Richard’s subjects in one or other of these ways. A dis- 
pute thus arose between ^thelred and the Duke ; whether 
it led to open war is uncertain. At any rate it assumed 
importance enough to call for the intervention of the 
common father of Christendom. The reigning Pope, John 
the Fifteenth, stepped in to reconcile two Christian princes 
who were weakening one another in the presence of threat- 
ening, if not triumphant, heathendom. A prelate named 
Leo, described as Bishop of Trier, was sent by the Pontiff 
to the court of iEthelred on a message of peace. He 
thence went to Duke Richard at Rouen, accompanied by 
an English embassy, consisting of ^thelsige. Bishop of 
Sherborne, and two thegns named Leofstan and ^thel- 
noth, who are no otherwise distinguished, but whose names 
are attached to many of the charters of the time. Peace 
was concluded on the terms that neither party should 
receive the enemies of the other, nor even each other’s 
subjects, unless they were provided with passports from 
their own sovereign.^ 

There can be no doubt that in these transactions we 
may see the germs of much that came to pass in later 
years. The first recorded intercourse between the courts 
of Rouen and Winchester paved the way for that chain 


* This is the conjecture of Lappenberg, ii. 153, Eng. Tr. 

* Will. Malms, ii. 166. ^^Et de hominibus regia vel inimicis suis nullum 
Bicardus recipiat. neque rex de suis, sine sigillo eorum.” Sigillum does 
not necessarily imply a seal in the later sense ; a signature of any kind is 
enough. 
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of events which was at last to establish a descendant of ohap. v. 
Richard in the royal city of -<®thelred. Each country 
now began to feel the importance of the other, whether 
as a friend or as an enemy. As we go on in the reign 
of jEthelrcd^ we shall find intercourse of all kinds with 
Normandy growing more frequent at every step. And 
for the first and the last time in the common history of 
the two countries^ the Roman Bishop appears in his 
•fitting character of a common j^^acemaker and father. 

The next Pontiff* who mingles in a strife between a King 
of the English and a Duke of the Normans shows himself 
in quite another light. 

§ 3. From the first dispute with Normandy to the Massacre 
of Saint Brice. 991-1002. 

We must now again come back to the consecutive nar- Great com- 
rativc of the Danish wars. In the year after the sack of 
Bamburgh and the ignominious flight of the thegns 
Lindesey, the invasions began again on a more terrible 994- 
scale. They were no longer the plundering expeditions 
of private wikings, or of the sons of Kings spending their 
hot youth in this wild warfare against their neighbours. 

They were no longer the expeditions of adventurous chief- 
tains seeking to better their fortunes by winning them- 
selves new homes at the point of the sword. The two 
mightiest powers of the North were now joined together 
in a momentary league to compass the utter subjugation 
of England. Instead of the sea-rovers of a few years back, 
the invaders are now two powerful Kings with royal fleets 
and armies at their disposal. Olaf, King of the Norwe- 
gians^ and Swegen, King of the Danes, joined their forces 
in a greater expedition than any that Brihtnoth had ever 
met with steel or iEthelred with gold. The pretext for 
war on the part of Olaf is not clear ; Swegen gave out 
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that he came to revenge the inhospitable treatment which 
he had received from the King of the English in the days 
of his adversity.^ At the head of a fleet of ninety-four 
ships^ the two Kings of the North sailed up the Thames 
and laid siege to London — the first, but not the last, siege 
which the great city was to undergo in this fearful war- 
fare. For the first, but not for the last time, the valiant 
bui’ghers, who had already learned to grapple with the 
Dane on his own element^ beat back the invaders from 
their walls. The fire of twelve years back had doubtless 
been a mere passing blow; it could have done little tc 
lessen the strength of the Roman rampart and of the 
tower of iElfred. But it was not only to such worldlj 
bulwarks that the defenders of London trusted ; on tha 
day the Mother of God, of her mild-heartedness, rescuec 
the Christian city from its foes.^ An assault on the wall 
coupled with an attempt to burn the town, was defeate( 
with great slaughter of the besiegers, and the two King 
sailed away the same day in wrath and sorrow.*^ Her 
was another triumph of English valour ; but in this reig 
valour and counsel were always local ; cowardice and utt( 
incapacity reigned at head- quarters. Under iElfred ( 
iEthelstan, such a check as the invaders had met wit 
before London would have been followed up by son 
crushing defeat, and the slain of Maldon would have be( 
avenged in the glories of another Brunanburh. Und 
the wretched iEthelred the very valour of the Londone 
only led to the more fearful desolation of other parts 
the kingdom. The enemy were allowed to ravage t 
coast at pleasure; at last, meeting with no resistan 

^ See above, p. 2^9. 

* Chron. in anno. **Ac seo halige Godea modor on J)am dsege I 
mildheortnesse j^sere burhware gecydde, and hi ahredde wi 5 heora feondu 
A good deal of the simple earnestness of the English is lost in Florer 
Latin, “ Dei suseque genetricis Mariaa juvamine.” 

* Flor. Wig. ** Furore simul et tristitia exasperati.” 
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they seized on horses, and rode through the eastern and chap. v. 
southern shires, pillaging, burning, murdering, without 
regard to age or sex.^ These horrors were carried on 
without interruption throughout the whole range of Essex, 

Kent, and Sussex; at last the invaders crossed the West- 
Saxon frontier, and by their presence in Hampshire 
threatened the royal city and the royal person. London 
and Essex might have been forgotten, but it was now 
clearly time to do something. But what was to be done ? 

^thelred and his Witan could think of nothing but their 
old wretched expedient. The invaders were again bought ^thelred 
off ; they werq allowed to winter at Southampton ; a pgace.^^^^ 
special tax was levied on Wessex to supply the crews with 
food and pay, and a general tax was levied on all England 
to raise the sum of sixteen thousand pounds as a pay- 
ment to the two Kings.^ For once this policy, favoured 

by special circumstances, was partly successful. The union Embassy of 

J I J ^ iElfheah 

of Denmaj'k and Norway was broken, and one of the in- andiEthel- 

vading Kings was won over to lasting peace and neutrality. 

Both the leaders of the heathen fleet were baptized men, 

Swegen indeed, the godson of Caesar, had denied his faith, 

and had waged war against his own father on behalf of 

heathendom. But the baptism of Olaf was more recent 

and more voluntary. His later history sets him before 

us as a zealous Christian, who evangelized his kingdom 

at the point of the sword, and who, in the name of the 

religion of mercy, paid back upon the heathen all that 

^ It would, I imagine, be very hard to find out the exact point in Olaf 
Tryggvesson’s life when, according to his Saga (c. xiii.), he made expeditions 
in Britain, Ireland, and Scotland, attacking the heathen and keeping peace 
with the Christians. It would be hardly more difficult to identify the 
daughter of an Irish King and widow of an English Ealdorman, whom 
Olaf marries in the next chapter. See above, p. 269. 

® I conceive this to be the distinction intended by Florence, when he 
says “ de tota West-Saxonia stippendium dabatur [“and hi mon I)aer fedde 
geond eall Westseaxena rice,” say the Chronicles] ; de tota vero Anglia 
trihutum, quod erat xvi. millia librarum, dependebatur,” 
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Christian confessors and martyrs had sulfered at t 
hands. A faith which shows itself in such works as tl 
may indeed be far removed from the true spirit of 
Gospel ; but such fiery zeal at least implies the firn 
belief, in the dog'mas which it is ready to force upon 
men at all hazards. We can then well understand t 
Olaf, already a Christian, might easily be led to repent 
the wrongs which he was dealing out on a Christian la 
whose sovereign and people had never wronged him. 
willingly listened to an English embassy which came 
win him over more completely to the side of his breth 
in the faith. One of the ambassadors sent was ASlfh 
— the Alphege of hagiology — then the Bishop of 
diocese in which Olaf was wintering, but who was S( 
years later to ascend the metropolitan throne and to 
the crown of martyrdom at the hands of the still heat 
Danes. His colleague was the literary Ealdorman, p£ 
cius Consul Fabius Quaistor Ethel werdus, again i: 
vigorous in negotiation than in warfare. The Norwe^ 
King exchanged hostages with JEthelred ; he was 
“ with mickle worship to the court at Andover ; he 
received with every honour and enriched with royal g 
Already baptized, he received the rite of confirmat 
from Bishop ^Elfheah, and was adopted by uEthelre 
his son. The royal neophyte promised never agaii 
invade England ; and, as soon as summer appeared 
sailed away to his own country and faithfully kept 
promise. The later days of this prince, who fills so i 
a space both in the history and in the romance of 

^ The confirmation of Olaf implies his previous baptism, and tl 
remarkably confirms that part of the legend. But Adam of B 
(ii. 34) has two quite different accounts, according to one of whici 
learned Christianity in England for the first time, while, according 
other, he was converted in Norway by English missionaries. Tl 
point in which all versions agree is to connect his conversion with E; 
in some shape or other. 
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country, were spent in the forcible introduction of Chris- chap. v. 
tianity into his own kingdom, and in a war with his 
momentary ally of Denmark^ in a sea-fight against whom 
he at last perished. 

One enemy was thus changed, if not into a friend, at Inaction of 
least into a neutral ; and the other, perhaps weakened by 
the conversion of his ally, seems to have remained com- 
paratively inactive for several years. Of Swegen himself 
we hear nothing in English history for nine years, 
and when he did come again, he had a terrible reason 
for coming. The Danish fleet however stayed on the 
English coast, but for a while we hear of no further 
ravages. It would seem that the interval was partly 
employed in attacks both on the vassals and on the 
continental kinsmen of England. In the year of Olaf’s 
departure, Swegen is said to have ravaged the Isle of 
Man,^ and there is no doubt that these years were a time 
in which both Danes and Swedes wore busily employed in 
attacks on the land of the continental Saxons.^ In England 
this short respite was largely devoted to the work of legist 
lation, and to the carrying on of the ordinary business of 
government. Meetings of the Witan were frequent. More Meetings 
than one such took place during the year of Olaf’s de- witena- 
parture,^ a year of some importance in ecclesiastical history, 
Archbishop Sigeric died, and the vacant oflice was given, ^ifric 
by the election of the Witan assembled at Amesbury in 
Wiltshire,^ to the Bishop of the diocese in which they were 

^ A nn. Camb. ; Brut y Tywysogion, 994. 

^ See Thietmar, iv. 16 ; Adam Brem, ii. 29. 

^ The charters of this year in the Codex Diplomaticus (iii. 284, 286, and 
288), one of King ^thelred and two of j®scwig, Biahop of DorcheKter, 
belong to a meeting before the death of Sigeric, by whom they were signed. 

Those of the same year at pp. 281 and 290, which ^Ifric signs as Archbishop- 
elect, must belong to a later meeting, probably that at which he was elected. 

He was consecrated next year (Chron. and FI. Wig.). Had he held the 
bishopric of Ramsbury without consecration ? 

* So the Chronicles, but only in the late Canterbury manuscript (Cott. 
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met, iElfric of Ramsbury, a prelate whose name is still 
remembered as the author of various contributions to our 
early theological literature. In the same year also one of 
the greatest and most famous of English bishoprics found 
its permanent resting-place. The bishopric of Bernicia 
or Northern Northumberland, one originally planted by 
Scottish missionaries, had its first seat in the Holy Island 
of Lindisfarn, where, for a short time during the later 
part of the seventh century, the lonely see was made 
illustrious by the monastic virtues of its sixth Bishop 
Saint Cuthberht.^ He became the patron of the see, and 
his body was looked on as its choicest possession. In the 
great Danish invasion of the ninth century, the Bishop 
and his clerks fled from their island, and carried the body 
of the saint hither and thither, till it found a resting-place 
at Cunegaceaster or Chester-le-Street.^ Here the bishopric 
remained for more than a century, till, in the year which 
we have now reached, Ealdhun, the reigning prelate, re- 
moved it once more to the site which his successors have 
kept ever since. This translation was not exactly a fore- 
stalling of that general removal of bishoprics from smaller 
to more considerable towns, which we shall find carried 
out systematically soon after the Norman Conquest. 
Ealdhun removed his see to a spot which he was the first 
to make into a dwelling-place of men. As in after days 
the Wiltshire bishopric was translated from the hill of the 
elder Salisbury to the plain which has been covered by the 
younger, so, by an opposite process, Ealdhun now moved 
his chair from Cunegaceaster to a site nobler than that 


Domit. A. viii.). This fact however is probably authentic ; but what can 
be made of the story of .^Ifric driving out the seculars from Christ Church, 
where Sigeric had already brought in monks ? See above, p. 278. 

^ See Bseda, Eccl. Hist. iv. 27, and the prose and verse lives of Saint 
Cuthberht in his Opera Historica Minora, pp. 3, 49. Also Sim. Dun., Eccl. 
Dun. lib. ii. c. 6, et seqcj. (X Scriptt. 13). 

^ Flor, Wig. 995. 
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occupied by any other minster in England. The body of chap. v. 
Saint Cuthberht and the episcopal throne of his successors 
were placed by the happy choice of Ealdhun on that height 
whence the abbey and castle of Durham still look down 
upon the river winding at their feet. He found the spot 
a wilderness ; ^ but a town soon grew up around the church ; 
Cunegaceaster was before long outstripped by Durham, and 
we shall in a few years sec the new city acting as an impor- 
tant military post. And as the city grew, its prelates grew 
also. In process of time the successors of Ealdhun came Greatness 
to surpass all their episcopal brethren in wealth and in poral au- 
temporal authority. The prelate of Durham became one^ th^sJe^of 
and the more important, of the only two English prelates Durham, 
whose worldly franchises invested them with some faint 
shadow of the sovereign powers enjoyed by the princely 
churchmen of the Empire. The Bishop of Ely in his 
island, the Bishop of Durham in his hill-fortress, held 
powers which no other English ecclesiastic was allowed to 
share. Aidan and Cuthberht had lived almost a hermit^s 
life among their monks on their lonely island ; their suc- 
cessors grew into the lords of a palatinate^ in which it was 
not the peace of the King but the peace of the Bishop 
which the wrongdoer was, in legal language, held to have 
broken. The outward look of the city at once suggests its 
peculiar character. Durham alone among English cities, 

^ Sim. Dim., Hist. Dun. iii. 2. '*Comitans sanctissimi patris Cuthberti 
corpus universus populus in Dunelmum, locum quidem natura munitum, 
sed non facile habitabilem invenit, quoniam densissima undique silva totum 
occupaverat.” Compare the description of Durham given by William of 
Malmesbury, De Gest. Pont. p. 270, ed. Hamilton; “Dunelmum est 
collis, ab una vallis planitie paullatim et molli clivo turgescens in 
tumulum ; et licet situ edito et prgerupto rupium omnem aditum ex- 
cludat hostium, tamen ibi moderni collibus imposuerunt castellum.** He 
then goes on to speak of the river and its fish. See also the Old- 
English poem on Durham printed at p. 153 of the Surtees edition of 
Simeon, and which is referred to by Simeon himself in his History of the 
Church of Durham, iii. 7. William also might seem to have had the poem 
before him. 
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CHAP. V. with its highest point crowned, not only by the minster, 
but by the vast castle of the Prince- Bishop, recalls to mind 
those cities of the Empire, Lausanne or Chur or Sitten, 
where the priest who bore alike the sword and the pastoral 
staff looked down from his fortified height on a flock which 
he had to guard no less against worldly than against 
ghostly foes.^ Such a change could never have taken 
place if the see of Saint Cuthberht had still lingered in its 
hermit-island; it could hardly have taken place if his body 
had ended its wanderings on a spot less clearly marked out 
by nature for dominioil. The translation of the see to 
Durham by Ealdhun is the turning-point in the history of 
that great bishopric. And it is something more; it is 
worthy of notice in the general history of England as 
laying the foundation of a state of things which in England 
remained exceptional, but which, had it gained a wider 
field, V. ould have made a lasting change in the condition 
of the country. The spiritual Palatine of Durham and the 
temporal Palatine of Chester stood alone in the possession 
of their extraordinary franchises. The unity of the kingdom 
was therefore not seriously endangered by the existence 
of these isolated principalities, especially as the temporal 
palatinate so early became an apanage of the heir to the 
Crown. But had all bishoprics possessed the same rights 
as Durham, had all earldoms possessed the same rights as 
Chester, England could never have remained an united 
monarchy. It must have fallen in pieces in exactly the 
same way in which the Empire did, and from essentially 
the same cause. 

Witena- Another meeting of the Witan was held the next year 

C^chyth, Cealchyth,^ and a more important one the year after at 

‘ A slill closer parallel, though on a far smaller scale, may he found in 
IreLand in tlie ruined cathedral and archiepiscopal fortress uhich crown 
the famous rock of Cashel. Only at Sitten the church and the castle are on 
two distinct hei.'hts, as if Cashel and Glastonbury were set side by side. 

* Cod. Dipl. iii. 199. 
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Calno, which after a few days transferred its sittings to chap. v. 
Wantaffe.^ Here, besides the usual business of confirminp* [99^1 ; 

^ ^ at Caine 

the King^s grants of lands of privileges to churclies or to an I Want- 

private men, a code of laws was drawn up. At an earlier 
Gemot, held at Woodstock in an uncertain year, a code 
had been published,^ designed mainly for the purely 
English parts of the kingdom ; the labours of the Witan 
at Wantage, remarkable as it seems in a spot so purely 
Saxon, seem to have had a special reference to the country 
which had been occupied by the Danes.”" These laws, like 
so many other of our ancient codes, are chiefly devoted to 
the administration of justice and to the preservation of the 
peace. Neither in them nor in the earlier laws of Woodstock 
can we discern any distinct allusion to the special circum- 
stances of the times. But in the very year of the Gemot Renewed 
of Wantage the Danish ravages began again. For two thIT)anes 
years they were confined to the coasts of Wessex and its 997-99^* 
immediate dependencies. In the first year the invaders 
set out, seemingly from their old quarters near South- 
hampton, they doubled the Land’s End and ravaged Corn- 
wall^ Devonshire, Somerset^ and South Wales,'^ plundering, 
burning, and slaying everywhere, and, what is specially 


’ Cod. Dipl. iii. 302. Collecta hand minima sapientiim multitudine in 
aula villae regiae qiisB nuncupative a populis et [aet ?] Caliiie vocitatur. Ac 
sic paucis interpositis yineris [Idmerisy rursus advocata ornnis exer- 

caterva pontificiim, abbaturn, ducum, optimatum nobiliumque quam- 
plurimorum ad villam (piae ab indigenis Wanetineg agnominatur,’* &c. &c. 
The whole passage is remarhable and valuable. 

^ Thorpe, i. 280 ; Schmid, 198. The Wantage laws are said specially to 
be “ lefter Engla lage.” 

^ So Schmid, p. li. The use of the word Wapentake^ a division confined 
to the North, and the special mention of the Five Boroughs, seem (juite to 
bear out this conjecture. 

* “On AorSwalum," say the Chronicles ; so in Florence septemtnonalem 
Britanniam.” These phrases do not mean North Wales as opposed to South, 
still less North Britain, in the sense of Scotland, but simply what we now 
call Wales as opposed to Cornwall. The part ravaged was doubtless the 
northern coast of the Bristol Channel. 
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noticed, burning the monastery at Tavistock. The next 
year they cruelly ravaged Dorset and Wight, and at last 
took up their quarters in that islandj whence they wrung 
contributions from Hampshire and Sussex. During this 
last year a Gemot was held at London.^ Whether any 
measures were taken to resist the Danes does not appear ; 
but it seems that Wulfsige, Bishop of the Dorsaetas, took 
measures to substitute monks for canons in his cathedral 
church at Sherborne," and the King restored to the church 
of Rochester the lands of which he had robbed it in his 
youtli.^ The gift, however valuable to the bishopric, did 
little towards protecting the citizens of Rochester. The 
next year the Danes sailed up the Thames And the Medway, 
and besieged the town. The men of Kent went forth to 
battle, but they were defeated after a hard struggle, and 
the Danes horsed themselves and ravaged the whole western 
part of the shire. The Wise Men then met again, this time 
to devise means for carrying on the war. They voted, and 
actually got together, a fleet and army ; but nothing came 
of it. Both in this year and in the former year everything 
went wrong. Armies were often gathered together ; but 
time was wasted in all manner of delays, and meanwhile 
the soldiers who were assembled did nearly as much damage 
as the enemy. If things ever got on so far that they met 
the enemy in battle, either ill luck or treachery always 
gave the victory to the heathen. And when the ships 
were gathered together, there was only delay from day to 
day; the crews were harassed grievously; when things 
should have been forward, they were only the more back- 
ward ; they let the enemy’s army ever increase ; and ever 
they went away from the sea, and the enemy followed 

' Cod, Dipl. iii. 31 1. 

* That ia, if we may trust the doubtful charters in Cod. Dipl. iii. 309, 

• Cod. Dipl. iii. 306. See above, p. 267. 
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them ; and in the end there was nothing for either the chap. v. 
land-force or the sea-force, but g^rieving* of the folk and 
spending* of money and emboldening* of their foes.^ 

Such is the picture of the times which is given us by our Causes of 
best authorities. And it is clear that, to bring about such cientresist- 
a state of things, there must have been causes which lay 
deeper than the mere incapacity or carelessness of ^Ethelred 
or than the treachery of a few chiefs of Danish descent.^ 

On the other hand, it is perfectly clear that there was no 
lack of zeal or courage on the part of the people in any 
part of the country where the invaders landed. This is 
shown by the valiant resistance which the invaders always 
met with whenever local power was in worthy hands. It 
is not unlikely that the forms of the English constitution 
of that day were partly in fault. The power of resistance 
was perhaps weakened by the very amount of freedom, 
general and local, which the English already enjoyed ; it 
was certainly weakened by the still very imperfect nature 
of the union which existed between the different parts of 
the kingdom. We have in our own times often heard General 
the complaint that a free government is less able than a the action^ 
despotism to carry on a war with vigour. This charge is of consti- 
refuted, if by nothing else, by the result of the great civil states, 
war in America. But the experiences of that civil war, 1861-5. 
and many experiences of our own, combine to show that 
a free country has greater difficulty than a despotism in 
the mere setting about of a war. No free state could 
expect to rival the readiness, vigour, and daring with 
which Prussia opened the wonderful campaign which made 1866. 
her the head of Germany. The very institutions which 
secure national, local, and personal freedom, sometimes form 

^ See the Chronicles (followed by Florence) for the years 998 and 999. 

I have worked the two descriptions together. 

* For the suggestion of the general line of thought in this paragraph I am 
indebted to Lappenberg, ii. i6t. 
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governed by worthless favourites, but showing ever and 
anon, though always in the wrong place, signs of a strong 
will and a capacity for vigorous action. So now it was at 
this memorable crisis of his kingdom. lie had at last 
got together a fleet and an army, and, having got them 
together, he would do something with them. But the 
Danes were gone ; they had got together their plunder, 
and had sailed away, as before, to sell it in tlie Norman 
havens.^ yEthelred took advantage of their absence to 
plunge into a needless war with one of his own vassals. 
It does not seem that, up to this time, he had ever once 
thought of going forth in person to l^attle against the 
Danes; but the Emperor of Britain could trust no one 
but himself to lead an ai-my against the^ tjnder-king of 
Cumberland. lie ravaged nearly the whole of the prin- 
cipality by land, and he would have ravaged it by sea also, 
only the fleet which set out from Chester was hindered 
by contrary winds from meeting him at the appointed 
spot. 2 It did however reach Man, and harried the island. 
The cause of all this untimely activity is not stated by our 
best English authorities. Man especially, which had been 
harried by Swegen only a few years before,^ must have 
been singularly unlucky if it contrived thus to provoke the 
wrath of both the contending Kings. Nor is it at all 
clear why Malcolm was attacked in liis under-kingdom of 
Cumberland. A Scottish writer tells us that iEthclred 
had called on Malcolm to contribute to some of the pay- 
ments made to the Danes, probably to the great sum paid 


* Such I understand to be the object of the departure of the Danish fleet. 
The Chronicles and Florence are quite colourless. “80 unfriS flota wjes 
tSses sumeres gewend to Ricardes rice.” “ Danorum classis pnefata hoc 
anno Nortmanniam petit.” But Roger of Wendover (i. 434) inserts the 
qualification “ hostiliter,” which is followed by Lappenberg (429. Eng. Tr. 
ii. i6i). On this whole matter see Appendix EE. 

* On this Cumbrian expedition see Appendix FF. 

® Se^ above, p. 291. 
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to Olaf and Swegen six years before. In short he wished chap. v. 
to make the dependent kingdom of Cumberland liable, like 
an English shire, to the impost of Danegeld. Malcolm, we 
are told, answered with proper 'spirit. If King iEthelred 
went forth to battle, he was ready, as in duty bound, to 
follow his over-lord with his own forces ; but he had never 
covenanted to paj^ money, and no money would he pay. 

The authority for this story is not of the first order ; but 
it falls in so exactly with the relations between the two 
princes that it has strong internal likelihood in its favour. 
Malcolm was not an English Ealdorman, ruling an integral 
part of the English realm ; he was a vassal prince reigning 
over a dependent kingdom, a kingdom which formed a 
part of the English Empire, but which had never been 
under the direct rule of the English crown. That king- 
dom Malcolm held on the terms on which it had been 
originally granted to his predecessor, those of military 
service by land and sea.^ A. money tribute had indeed 
been levied on some of the Welsh princes; but military 
service was clearly the only contribution which a King 
of Cumberland owed to the Emperor of Britain. But 
^thelred was enraged at his refusal, which, he alleged, 
could proceed from nothing but good will to the enemy. 

He accordingly ravaged the country, but afterwards 
concluded peace with Malcolm. If this story be true, 
Malcolm was fully justified in his refusal, and the con- 
duct of jiEthelred was a gross breach of the mutual duty 
of lord and vassal. 

It is also likely that this untimely activity on the part Second 
of iEthelred led him also to match himself against an 
enemy of a very different kind from the vassal King of 
Cumberland. As far as probable conjecture can guide us 
through mazes where difficulties and contradictions meet 
us at every step, it was during this burst of misapplied 

^ See above, p. 63. 
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energy that ^Ethelred became again involved in a dispute, 
most likely in an open war, with the Duke of the Nor- 
mans.^ Richard the Fearless, his former antagonist, was 
now dead, and the reigning prince was his son Richard 
the Second, surnanied the Good. Of the dealings be- 
tween the two countries we have no account from any 
English authority, and the version which we find in the 
Norman writers, though doubtless containing some germs 
of truth, is evidently exaggerated in detail. According to 
them yEthelred sent a fleet into Normandy, with orders 
to burn and destroy throughout the land, and to spare 
nothing except the Mount of Saint Michael with its 
revered sanctuary. As for the reigning Duke, he was to 
be taken prisoner, and to be brought into the presence of 
his conqueror with his hands tied behind his back. The 
English fleet crossed the Channel, and its crews landed in 
the peninsula of Coutances and began to carry out the 
royal orders. But Neal, the valiant Viscount of the 
district, gathered the men of the country, and smote 
the invaders wdth such a slaughter that of those who 
actually landed one man only escaped to the ships. The 
fleet sailed home with the news of its discomfiture. 


iEthelred is 2)ictured as w^aiting for the triumphant return 
of his fleet with the news of the conquest of Normandy. 
His first inquiry is for the captive Duke. But instead of 
seeing Richard with his hands tied behind him, he only 
hears that his men have not so much as seen the Duke, 
that the men of one coflnty had been enough to destroy 
all their host, that the very women had joined in the strife, 
striking down the choicest warriors of England with the 
staves on which they bore their waterpots. These details 
are of course pure romance; but the existence of such a 
story seems to show that some hostilities really did take 
place. .dEthelred’s fleet may have pursued the Danish fleet 


See Appendix EE. 
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when it sailed to Normandy, and in so doing it may in chap, v.- 

some way have violated the neutrality of the Norman Probable 

explana- 

coast. Or -zEthelred, in his present fit of energy, may tion of the 
have been so indignant at the reception of the Danes in 
the Norman havens as to send out an expedition by way 
of reprisal. But the grotesque pride and folly implied in 
the Norman story is incredible even in iEthelred. The 
details are valuable only as showing the kind of tales 
which, as we shall see more fully as we go on, the Norman 
writers thought good to pass off as the English history • 
of the time. • 


Whatever was the exact nature of the mutual wrongs Marriage 
now done to each other by Normans and Englishmen, the 
quarrel did not last long. ^Ethelred seems now to have 
been a widower the peace between the two countries was suits, 
therefore confirmed by a marriage between him and the 
Duke’s sister Emma, one of the legitimated children of 
Richard the Fearless and Gunnor.-^ Her beauty and 
accomplishments are highly extolled, but her long con- 1002-1051, 
nexion with England, as the wife of two Kings and the 
mother of two others, broTight with it nothing but present 
evil, and led to the future overthrow of the English king- 


dom and nation. The marriage of iEthelred and Emma mar- 

of 

led directly to the Norman Conquest of England.^ With Emma 
that marriage began the settlement of Normans in Eng- 


land, their admission to English offices and estates, their Norman 
1-n •-niTim* 1* •! Conquest, 

general innuence in English affairs, everything, in short, 


that paved the way for the actual Conquest. Through 


* See Appendix SS. * See above, p. 253. 

® On this marriage and its results see the opening of the sixth book of 
Henry of Huntingdon. He clearly sees the connexion of events, and he as 
clearly believes that William’s kindred with Emma gave him some right 
to the English crown. ** Ex hac conjunctione regis Anglorum et filise ducis 
Normannorum, Angliam juste, secundum jus gentium, Normanni et calum- 
niati sunt et adepti sunt.” This is perhaps the strangest theory of inter- 
national law on record. 
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CHAP. V. Emma came that fatal kindred and friendship between 
her English son and her Norman great-nephew^ which 
suggested and rendered possible the enterprise which 
seated her great-nephew on the throne of England. From 
the moment of this marriage, English and Norman history 
are inextricably connected, and Norman ingenuity was 
ever ready to take any advantage that offered itself for 
strengthening the foreign influence in England. The 
former disjmte between yEthelred and the elder Richard 
was a mere prologue ; we have now reached the first act 
of the drama. If an English fleet really did sail to Nor- 
mandy and ravage the Constantine peninsula, those ships 
were like the ships which Athens sent across the yEga^an 
at the bidding of Aristagoras — they were indeed the 
beginning of evils.^ 

Emma The marriage however did not take place for two years. 

EnglLil According to one story ^thelred went over to Normandy 

1002. bring home his bride in person.^ The evidence is 

distinctly the other way ; but to go on such an errand, 
when the miseries of war were at their height^ was per- 
haps in character with a prince so apt to be enterprising 
at the wrong moment. A like piece of vigorous courtship 
is the one act of energy recorded of one of ^Ethelred’s de- 
1589. scendants, James^ Sixth of Scotland and First of England. 
If iEthelred really did go over to Normandy, he was the 
first English King, since iElfred in his childhood, who set 
foot on the continent, as his son Eadmund was the last 

* Herod, v. 97 * avrai 5 ^ al vUs &px^ fcanwy I'^ivovro^EWrjal t( nal 
^pfidpotai, 

* No writer mentions this but Geoffrey Gainiar (4126. M. H. B. 814), 
who is followed by Sir F. Palgrave (iii, 109). Henry of Huntingdon (M. 
H. B. 751 E) and .^thelred of Rievaux (X Scriptt. 363) distinctly make 
him send messengers. The statement of the Chronicles, which of course 
would be decisive, is less distinct, but it looks the same way; "And “Sa 611 
?Jam ilcan lenctene com seo hLefdige, Ricardos dohtor, hider to lande.’* 
"And on ’Sysan ylcan geare, on lencten, com Ricardes dohtor Ymma 
hider to lande.’* 
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English King for several centuries who did not.^ And 
for an English King to espouse a foreign wife was some- 
thing yet more strange to Englishmen than for an English 
King to visit foreign lands. The marriage of the daugh- 
ters of English Kings with foreign princes had been 
common from the days of Alfred onwards ; but a foreign 
Lady by the side of an English King had not been seen 
since ^Ethelwulf brought home the young daughter of 
Charles the Bald.^ And the marriage of ^thelwulf and 
Judith was most likely the first instance since the Frank- 
ish princess whom Augustine found as the queen of the 
Kentish Bretwalda.^ And the stranger wives alike of 
iEthelberht and of ^thelred came as the forerunners of 
mighty changes. The foreign marriage of ^thelberht 
paved the way for the admission of the Teutonic and 
heathen island into the common fold of the Christian 
commonwealth. The foreign marriage of Aithelred paved 
the way for the more thorough fusion of England into the 
general European system, by giving her a foreign King, 
a foreign nobility, and, for many purposes, a foreign 
tongue. It shows the strong insular feeling of the nation, 
and it curiously illustrates the history of English personal 
nomenclature, that the foreign Lady had to take an Eng- 
lish name. The English stock of personal names, though 
made out of the same elements as the names used by other 
Teutonic nations, contained but few which were common 
to England and to the continent.^ This Old-English 
nomenclature, with the exception of a few specially royal 
and saintly names, has gone so utterly out of use that it 
sounds strange to us to read that the Lady, to make 

* I cannot answer positively for Harold the son of Cnut, but we 
shall come across evidence which makes it probable that he visited Den- 
mark. 

* Chron. 855, and Florence (after Asser) more at length. 

* Greg. Turon. iv. 26 ; Baeda, i. 25. 

* See the section on Nomenclature in vol. v. p. 556. 
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herself acceptable to the Eng*lish people, had to lay aside 
the foreign name of Emma, and to make herself into an 
Englishwoman as yElfgifu.* So, by the opposite process, 
a hundred years later, when an English Eadgyth married 
a Norman King, she had to change herself into a Norman 
Matilda. And it is well to mark that the royal bride, like 
other Teutonic brides, had her morning-gift, a gift which 
took the form of cities and governments, and a gift which 
brought no good to England.^ And according to some 
accounts, the marriage brought with it as little of do- 
mestic happiness as of public advantage. Emma bore to 
yEthelred two sons, /PJlfred, who perished miserably in an 
attempt on tlic Pmglish crown, and Eadward, who lived 
to be at once King and saint, and to be, perhaps through 
his own grovelling superstition, the last male descendant 
of Cerdic and Ecgberht by whom that crown was actually 
worn.^ But we are told that the royal parents did not 
agree. We can well believe that Emma showed the im- 
perious spirit of her race, and scandal adds that ^Etholred 
forsook her for rivals, no doubt of his own nation. Of the 


^ Flor. Wig. A. 1002. “ Ecxlem anno Emmam, !?ax/mice .^Elfgivam 

vocatain, duci.s Nortmannorum piimi Kicardi tiliani, rox yEi’clredun duxit 
uxorem.” On tlie use of the word Saxonice ” see Appendix A. On th 
name see vol. ii. Appendix BB, and vol. iii. Aj)pendix S. 

The Lady sign.s a great number of charters during the reigns of her hus- 
bands and sons by the name of TiClfgifu (in various spellings). *‘Eniina” is 
rare, but we find it in C‘od. Dipl. iv. i ; iv. 64; vi. 172, and once “.^^llfgyfa 
Imma,” iv. loi. Of a charter of 997 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 299), where “ iElfgyua 
Ymma regina” makes a grant to Christ Church, I can make nothing. 
Mr. Kemble dof s not mark it as spurious, but the date shows that there is 
Bomething wrong about it. 

* Geoffrey Gairaar (4138. M. H. B. 815), who is followed hy Sir F. Pal- 
grave (iii. 1 10), gives her as “ drurie ” or “ dov aire,” Bock ini^ham, Butland, 
and the city of Winchester itself. In the course of our story we shall find 
both Emma and her successor Eadgyth specially connected with Winches- 
ter, and we shall also find that Emma unhappily possessed the city of 
Exeter or some rights over it. 

® Eadgar the .^theling was elected in 1066, but never crowned. 

* Will. Malma, ii. 165. Etiam in uxorem adeo protervus erat ut vix 
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truth of those reports nothing* can be said, and the j)ublie chap. v. 
crimes and misfortunes of ^thelred are so g-reat as to ' 
leave little time or inclination to search into his possible 
private vices. 

I have spoken of the marriage of Emma slightly out 
of place, in order to bring it into its natural connexion 
with other Norman affairs. We must now go back two looo. 
years. The dealings of ^thclred with Normandy and 
Cumberland fell in the last year of the first millennium of 
the Christian yera. It was no uncommon belief at the Expected 
time that the end of that period of a thousand years was world, 
the fated moment for the destruction of the world. And . 
certainly at no time were the promised signs of wars and 
rumours of wars, of distress of nations and perplexity, more 
rife throughout the world than when the second millen- 
nium opened. In the East of Europe, Basil the Second, Condition 
the mightiest name in the long roll of the Byzantine and Sa! 
Ca'sars, was engaged in his fearful struggle for life and 
death with the Bulgarian invader. In the further East, 
the Turkish dynasty of Ghazni was laying the foundations 
of that power which, in the hands of other dynasties of the 
same race, was to overwhelm alike Constantinople and 
Bulgaria and all other realms from the Indus to the 
Hadriatic. In Southern Europe, Otto the Wonder of the 
World was running that short and marvellous career 
which, for a moment, seemed to promise that Borne should 
again become, in deed as well as in name, the seat of uni- 
versal Empire. The pjrospects of England seemed darker 
than those of any other corner of Europe. In the East 
and in the South, if old systems were falling, new ones 

earn cubili dignaretnr, sed cum pellicibus volutatus regiam majestatem 
infaraaret. Ilia quoque conscientiam alti sanguinis spirans in inaritum 
tumebat.’’ 

I cannot light on Sir Francis Palgrave’s authority for making Emma fly 
back to Normandy within a year or two after her marriage (iii. m). 

X 2 
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were rising, but our island seemed given up to simple 
desolation and havoc. It would appear that, though the 
mass of the Danish fleet had sailed to Normandy, some 
of the ships must have stayed in their old quarters in the 
Solent. Some at least among the Danes had taken service 
under the English King. Such was the case with Pallig, 
a Danish Earl, evidently of the highest distinction, as he 
was married to Gunhild, a sister of King Swegen himself.^ 
His wife, and probably himself, had embraced Christianity, 
and he had received large gifts from the King, both in 
money and in land. The Danes who had stayed in Eng- 
land now burst into Sussex, and ravaged as far as a 
place called .^thelingadene.^ They then pressed on into 
Hampshire, and, as so often happened, they were met by 
the men of the shire, and by the men of that shire only. 
The details of the battle are unusually minute ; eighty- 
one of the English were killed and a much greater number 
of the Danes ; but the Danes kept possession of the place 
of slaughter. Among the English dead were several men 
of rank,*^ among them two high-reeves ’’ of the King — 
probably the Sheriffs of Hampshire and Sussex — ^Ethel- 
weard and Leofwine.'^ The Danes then went westward, 


* Will. Malms, ii. 177. 

* I have here tried to put together the account in the Winchester Chro- 
nicle (C. C.C.C. clxxiii.), which alone mentions Pallig and the Hampshire 
campaign, with the account of the operations in Devonshire given in the 
other versions. iEthelingadene has been taken for Alton in Hampshire, 
but the name .^thelingadene would hardly become Alton, and the place 
U in Sussex. See Cod. Dipl. iii. 324. 

* The men of higher rank are commonly foremost. See above, p. 274. 
Compare the battle of Strassburg in Ammianus (xvi, 1 2). “ Exsiluit subito 
ardens optimatium globus, inter quos decern ebant et reges, et sequente 
vulgo inter alios agmina nostrorum irrupit.” 

* Their descriptions, as given in the Winchester Chronicle, are worth 
noticing. There is Wulfhere the Bishop's Thegn, and two other thegns 
who are called from their dwelling-places, Leofric set Hwitciricean (Whit- 
church) and Godwine ast Worliige (Worthy Martyr), Bishop ^Elfsige's son. 
This is AElfsigc, Bishop of Winchester, who was translated to Canterbury 
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seemingly in concert with the fleet which was coming back chap. v. 
from Normandy. But they were first met by Pallig^ who Treason of 
had already forsaken the service of ^Ethelred, and who 
now joined them with such ships as he could bring with 
him. They sailed up the Teign, and burned King’s Teign- 
ton^ and other places. After this, peace — no doubt the 
usual kind of peace — was made with them. But by this 
time they had fiillen in with their comrades. The Danes Return of 
who had sailed to Normandy now came back, no doubt from Nor- 
still further embittered at ^Ethelred^s doings in that 
country, whatever may have been their exact nature. Their 
fleet seems to have sailed stmight from Normandy to 
the mouth of the Exe ; they were there met by the other 
Danes, Pallig and the rest, and their united forces sailed 
up the river.^ About ten miles from its mouth lay a city ^ Import- 
which held nearly the same position in the West of Eng- ^^eter; 
land which York held in the North and London in the 

tory of the 

South-east. The Roman city of Isca had not fallen into city, 
the power of the Teutonic invaders till after their con- 
version to Christianity; it therefore had not shared the 
fate which befell Anderida at the hands of JElle and 
Uriconium at the hands of Ceawlin. Under the slightly 
changed name of Exanceaster or Exeter, the capital and 
bulwark of the Western shires had long formed one of the 

in 950, but died of the cold on the Alps on his way to Rome to get his 
pallium. (Flor. Wig. 959.) 

^ See Mr. Earle's note on the Chronicles, p. 334. 

^ I get this from the words of the Winchester Chronicle, which mentions 
one part of the story only, combined with those of Florence, who mentions 
only the other part. The Winchester writer mentions the campaign in 
Hampshire, the treason of Pallig, the burning of Teignton, the peace, and 
adds, “ and hy foran |)a ])anon t6 ExanmuSan.” Florence has, “ Memora- 
tus paganorum exercitus,de Norniannia Angliam revectus, ostium fluminis 
Eaxse ingreditur.” This seems to be a satisfactory way of explaining it. 

The other Chronicles have simply, “ Her com se here to Exanmu'San." 

® The language of the Chronicles is remarkable. The fleet comes to 
Exmouth, “ and eodon J)a up to fsere byrig.” There was no need to men- 
tion what borough. But Florence adds “ urbem Exanceastram.” 
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choicest possessions of the West-Saxon Kings. The city 
had been warmly striven for between JElfred and his 
Danish enemies, and, among the ups and downs of liis 
earlier struggle with the invaders, it had been more than 
once taken and lost again. Up to the time of yEthel- 
stan Exeter had remained, as many towns in Wales and 
Ireland remained for ages afterwards, a joint possession 
of Teutonic and Celtic inhabitants.^ No doubt there 
was an English and a Welsh town, an Englishry and a 
Welshry," and we may be ecpially sure tliat the English 
inhabitants formed a dominant class or patriciate among 
their fellow-burghers. But iEthelstan, in the course of 
his Western wars, thought it good that so important a 
post should be left in no hands but such as he could 
wholly rely on. The Welsh inhabitants were accord- 
ingly removed ; the city became altogether English ; a 
solemn assembly of the Witan was held to commemorate 
and to confirm the new acquisition, and one series of the 
laws of iEthelstan were put forth in the now purely 
English city of Exeter.^ The town was now strongly 
fortified ; it was surrounded with a wall of squared stones,^ 

^ 8ee W. Malm.8. ii. 134 ; Palgrave, P^nglish Commonwealth, i. 463. 

* Mr. Kerslake very ingeniou.sly traced out tlie 1 -outidary between the 
Engli',h and Wel.di parts of Exeter in a j ap> r n ad at the Exuter mooting 
of the Archaeological Institute in 1873. The Welsh (juarter, which lies to 
the north, is marked by the dedication of the churches within it to Welsh 
saints. 

* Thorpe, i. 220, 228; Schmid, 152, 156. 

* W. Malms, u. s. “ l.^rbem igitur illam, quam contarninatT gentis re- 
purgio defecaverat, turribus munivit, muro ex quadratis lapidibus einxit.” 
Eadward the Elder had before fortified Towcester with a stone wall 
(“ lapideo muro,” FI. Wig. 918), but the wall of Exeter is distinctly said to 
have been of squared stone. Tlie difference between a hedge and a wall 
waa know'n ages l^efore, when Ida fort i fie I Bamburgh. “Sy wses aerost 
mid hegge betined, and Jiaer aTter mid wealle’^ (Chrun. 547); but this 
“ wall ” need not have been of stone. 

In short our accounts help us to four stages in the history of fortifi- 
cation. First, the hedge or palisade ; secondly, the wall of earth, or of 
earth and rough stones combined ; thirdly, the wall of masonry, as at 
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a fact worthy of the attention of those who seem to chap. v. 
think that our forefathers before the Norman Conquest 
were incapable of using the commonest tools, or of put- 
ting stone and mortar together in any way. The chief 
architectural ornament of the city had indeed no exist- 
ence. The cathedral chureh, so strange in its outline, Exeter 
so commanding in its position, did not )^et crown the BishopV 
height which, alone among the episcopal seats of Southern 
England, makes some pretensions to rival the temples 
built on high at Lineoln and at Durham, at Geneva and 
at Lausanne. Indeed, like Lincoln and Durham, it had 
not even a predecessor.. Exeter was not yet a Bishop’s 
see; the episcopal care of West -Wales was still divided 
between the Bishop of Devonshire at Crediton and the 
Bishop of Cornwall at Bodmin. The history of the Municipal 
city at a somewhat later time seems to show that of the city, 
it enjoyed a large share of municipal freedom ; still, 
as an integral part of the West-Saxon realm, it was a 
royal possession, and the royal authority was represented 
by a reeve of the King’s choice. Both the commercial Hs com- 

« . r* r* j. niercialand 

and the military importance oi the city were ot the tirst military 
rank. In our days the trade of Exeter has long been ^nce^*' 
of small moment ; commerce has long been carried on 
in vessels which need a deeper stream ; as early as the 
thirteenth century the trade of the city itself began to be 
interfered with by the foundation of tlie port of Tops- 
ham nearer the mouth of the river. But the small craft 
of the tenth century could tail straight up to the city for 
purposes either of commerce or of war. The Danes now The Danes 
attacked Exeter, just as they had attacked London ; but city,^but ^ 
the citizens of the Western capital fought with as good 
a will, and with as thorough success, as their brethren citizens. 

Towcester ; fourthly, the wall of squared stones, as at Exeter. The fifth 
stage, the Norman Castle, does not appear till the reign of Eadward the 
Confessor. 
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of the East.^ King ^thelstan’s wall stood them in good 
stead, ^ and the attack of the barbarians was altogether 
fruitless. But the result of the resistance of Exeter was 
much the same as the result of the resistance of London. 
The city was saved, but, for that very reason,^ the ravages of 
the invaders fell with redoubled violence upon the surround- 
ing country. yEthelred was as unready as ever ; the host 
which had been prompt to ravage Cumberland and perhaps 
Normandy, was not at hand to aid any local efforts. The 
Danes spread themselves over the country, harrying, burn- 
ing, killing, in their accustomed manner. The men of 
Somerset and Devonshire gathered their forces, and met 
the enemy at Pinhoe,*^ not far from the rescued city. But 
the force of two shires was* not enough for the purpose. 
The Danes had the advantage of numbers,^''' and put the 
irregular English levies to flight. They then, as usual, 
took to themselves horses, and ravaged the country still 
more thoroughly and unsparingly than before. At last 
they went back to their ships with a vast booty, and sailed 
to their old quarters in the Isle of Wight. Thence they 
carried on their usual harry ings, both in the island and on 
the coasts of Hampshire and Dorset, no man now daring 
to withstand them. 

The Witan met inffhe course of this year in an assembly 
which confirmed a grant of the King to the abbey of 
Shaftesbury, a grant which is remarkable on two grounds. 
It distinctly sets forth the wretchedness of the times in 

* Chron. in anno. “ paer fajstlice feohtendo waeron, ac him man swySe 
fotlice witistod and heardlice.” 

' * FI. Wig. in anno. “Dum munim illiuB destruere moliretur, a civihus 
urbem viriliter defendentibus repellitor [paganorum exercitua].” 

* Ib. “ Unde nimw exagpemtos more solito/' &c, 

* Peonnho” in the Chronicles ; there seems no reason to doubt 
that this is the place. 

* FI. Wig. in anno. “ Angli pro militum paucitate Danorum rnultitudi- 
ii( m non fereutei;." 
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a way rather unusual in such documents, and it shows chap. v. 
that the King’s brother Eadward was already looked on as 
a saint.^ Another meeting was held early the next year, First 
in which the King granted to Archbishop iElfric the estate 1002. 
of a lady which she had forfeited to the crown by her un- Chartei-s 
chastity Possibly at the same meeting, or at another in 
the same year, jEthelingadene, the scene of one of the late 
battles, along with some other property, was granted by 
jEthelred to the monastery of Wherwell, his mother^s 
foundation, for the good of her soul and of that of his 
father.^ It may be that in all this we hear the voice 
of his brother’s blood crying from the ground.^ But 
the state of the nation was not altogether neglected ; 
still the Assembly of the Wise could think of nothing 
better than the old wretched remedy which had so often 
failed them. Thd Danes were again to be bought off at Payment 
their own terms, and Leofsige Ealdorman of the East- to 1 b\?e'^ 
Saxons was sent to find out what those terms were.^ They 

^ Cod. Dipl. iii. 318. ‘‘Talibus mandatorum Christi sententiis a mei.s 
frequentius proemonitus consiliariis, et ab ipso siimnio omnium largitore 
bonorum dirissimis hostium graviter nos depopulantium creherrime an- 
gustiatus flagellis, ego .^Et^elredus rex Anglorum [an unusually lowly style], 
ut supradictaj merear particeps fore promissionis, quoddam Christo et sancto 
suo, germano scilicet iiieo, Eadwardo, quern proprio cruorqi, perfusura per 
multiplicia virtutum signa, ipse Domiims nostris mirificare dignatus eat 
temporibus,” &c. &c. So afterwards, *‘quatenus adversus barbarorum 
insidias ijjsa religioaa congregatio cum beati martyris caeterorumque aancto' 
rum reliqniis,” &c., and “adepto postmodum, si Dei misericordia ita 
provident, pacis tempore.^’ The observance of Eadward's mass-day was 
ordered in 1008. 

^ Cod. Dipl. vi. 140. 

® Ib. iii. 322. ^Ifthryth could not have been dead very long, as she 
signs the charter of 999, in Cod. Dipl. iii. 312. 

* So William of Malmesbury, ii. 165 ; “ Exagitabant ilium umbrae 
fraternc^, diras exigentes inferias.” Yet ^Ethelred had no share in the 
murder ; he only reaped, quite unconsciously, the advantage of his mother’s 
crime. 

® The joint action of the King and the Witan is well marked in the 
Chronicles ; “ pa sende se cyning to |)am flotan Leofsige ealdorman ; and 
he pa, paes cyiinges worde and his witena, gri'S wiS hi gesette.” 
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now, fairly enough, raised their price ; twenty-four thou- 
sand pounds was asked and was paid as tlic condition of 
their ceasing from their ravages. But, while the negotia- 
tion was going on, the negotiator, on what ground or in 
what quarrel we are not told, killed the King’s high-reeve 
/Efic in his own house.^ The Witan were still in session; 
they took cognizance of the murder, and Leofsige was out- 
lawed and driven out of the land for his crime.^ All this 
must have hapj>ened early in the year, as it was after these 
ev^enls, though still in Lent/'^ that the Norman Lady came 
over Before the year was out, another Witenagemot was 
held,*^ at which ^Ethelred and his counsellors contrived to 

LeuLige signs a charter of 997 (Cod Dipl. iii. 304) as “Oiientalium 
Sax(mum dux.” He probably succeeded Brihtnoth. See above, p. 270. 
We fiful another mention of him in Cod. Dipl. vi. 129. 

^ Chron. and hi. in anno. See also Cod. Dipl. iii. 356, where the story 
is told w'as “dish-thcgn” to the young .Ethelings. See Cod. Dipl, 

iii. 293. He had a brother E.adwine or Eadvvig, mentioned in the same 
wdll, of wdiom we shall hear again. In Cod. Dipl. iii. 356 /Ethelred calls 
him ^'pnefectus mens, quern primatem inter primates meos taxavi.” 

^ Cod. Dipl. iii. 356. *‘Inii consilium cum sapientibus regni mei petens, 
ut quid fieii placui'^.set de illo deceruerent, jdacuitque in communes nobis 
eiim ex^ulare et extorrem a nobis fieri cum conqdicibus suis.” Leofsige’s 
land.s, after some difficulties on the part of his widowed sister H\!thedflaMl, 
who wa.s her'elf bani'^hed, were granted in ioi3 to Godwine, Bishop of 
Roclicsti r, as persomd [iroperty. There must he a mistake when Leof- 
sige ealdorniiiti ” .signs a doubtful charter as late as too6. Cod. Dipl. iii. 

351- 

* “ On ))ain ilcan lenctene.” I do not kn<nv wh} Mr. Thorpe translates it 

autumn.” 

* To this me -ting belongs the grant to the Thegn Go<lwine (CoJ. Dipl, 
vi. I43\ a.s it is signed by /Elfgifu conlaterana regis.” But tlie fdlowing 
d»>cument (No. 1297) belongs to an earlier meeting, I suspect to an inter- 
mediate one. This year Eadwulf Archbishop of York died and was 
succeeded by \V^ulf.‘<tan Bishop of London, not Abbot Wulfsbin, as Florence 
has it. Now the Charter quoted above (Cod. Dipl. iii. 322) is signed by 
Eadwulf and by Wulfstan Bi.shop. This of course belongs to the first 
meeting. The Charter to Godwine, which the Lady signs, is also signed 
by Wulfstan as Archbishop. But No. 1297 (C^xl. Dipl. vi. 145) is signed 
by Wulfstan as Bishop, and not by Eadwulf. This seems to point to an 
intermediate Gemdt, held while the see of York was vacant, and at which 
Wulfstan was probably nominated to it. 
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do what otherwise might have seemed impossible, to 
put the heathen invaders in the right. This winter^ 
on the mass-day of Saint Brice, took place that famous 
massacre of the Danes which has given a wide field for 
the exaggerated and romantic details of later writers, hut 
which stands out in bloody colours enough on the i)age 
of authentic history.^ According to our best authorities, 
tidings were brought to the King that the Danes who 
were in England were plotting with one consent to kill 
him and his Witan and to seize upon the kingdom. Except 
that other means of destruction must have been intended, 
this sounds very like a forestalling of the Gunpowder Plot. 
The Danes were indeed thoroughly faithless, but an in- 
tended general massacre of the whole Witena gemot when 
in full session, which the words seem to imply, is hardly 
credible. Another attack on London or Exeter, or a 
harrying of some district which was as yet untouched, 
would be much more likely. One cannot help suspecting 
that we have hero a good deal of exaggeration, exaggera- 
tion, I mean, not in the Chroniclers but in the re])orts 
spread abroad at the time by ^thelred and his advisers. 
However this may be, the King, no doubt with the consent 
of the second (or third) Gemot of the year, ordered a general 
massacre of all the Danes in England, an order which 
could never have been carried into execution if it had 
not been supported by the general hatred of the whole 
nation. It is said that letters were secretly sent to all 
parts of the kingdom, ordering the bloody work to be done 
throughout the whole land on one day. The persons slain 
were most likely such among those Danes who had served 
in the late invasions as had stayed in England on the faith 
of the treaty concluded in the spring. A general massacre 
of all persons of Danish descent throughout England is not 
to be thought of ; such a massacre would have amounted 
^ On the details of the massacre, see Appendix GG. 
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to the slaughter of a large part of the inliahitants of 
Northumberland and East-Anglia. There is nothing 
in the earliest account to imply that any but men were 
slaughtered, and, among the Danes^ every man was a 
soldier, or rather a pirate. That such men were not 
slaughtered without resistance is not wonderful. One 
instance is incidentally recorded, how such Danes as 
were at Oxford, flying from their English destroyers, 
sought shelter in the minster of Saint Frithswyth, and 
how they defended themselves against all the people of the 
borough, until their assailants betook themselves to fire 
and burned the Danes along with the church and its 
records. This one piece of detail seems to be trust- 
worthy ; ^ but the tale began very early to get improved 
by all kinds of romantic additions. The slaughter of ac- 
tual enemies was not enough. We first hear of a massacre 
of Danish women ; then, among an infinite variety of 
horrors of all sorts, we come to a massacre of English 
women who had become wives or mistresses of Danes, and 
of the children who were the fruit of such unions. It is 
not likely that there were many Danish women to mas- 
sacre, and the notion of a general massacre of women most 
likely arose out of one particular case. That Gunhild, the 
wife of Pallig and sister of Swegcn, was put to death is too 
probable, especially if it be true that she had given herself 
as a hostage for the good faith of her countrymen. The 
prince who Ijlinded the son of ^Elfric to avenge his father^s 
treason,^ and who afterwards took the father himself again 
into favour, was capable even of so cowardly and foolish a 
vengeance as this. The traitor Pallig, if he was caught, 
would doubtless be put to death, and that with perfect 
justice, unless he was personally included in the last treaty. 
And it may be that Gunhild had to behold the slaughter 
of her husband and her son, and that with her dying voice 

^ See Appendix GG. ^ See above, p. 280. 
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she foretold the woes which her death would bring upon chap. v. 
England. Such a prediction needed no special prophetic 
inspiration. 


§ 4. From the Massacre of Saint Brice to Swegen^s Conquest 
of Fnglancl. 1002-1013. 

The vespers of Saint Brice were not only a crime but Results of 
a blunder. From this time forth the Danish invasions gacre. 
become far more constant, far more systematic, and they 
affect a far larger portion of the kingdom. The next year invasion 
King Swegen came again in person.^ He now had a real peTs^.*^ 
injury ; the blood of his sister and his countrymen might 
have called for vengeance at the hands of a gentler and 
more forgiving prince. He did not land in any of those 
parts of the island where we should have most naturally 
looked for the opening of a campaign ; he began his attack 
in the region which had been the chief seat of warfare 
for years before. Most likely he knew well where the 
weakness of England lay. The Danish King sailed to Exeter be- 
Exeter, the city whose burghers had so gallantly repelled g^egen by 
the former attack. But the state of things within the Hugh the 

. ” French- 

walls of the western capital was now sadly changed for man. 
the worse. The royal rights over Exeter had been granted 
to the Norman Lady as part of her morning-gift. Hugh, 
a Frenchman, whether earl or churl ^ matters not, was now 


^ Florence mentions him at Exeter, the Chronicles not till later in the 
year, but they seem to take him for granted. 

2 The Chronicles have, “ her was Exanceaster abrocen }>uruh )?one Fran- 
ciscan ceorl Hugan, ‘Se seo hltefdige hire hsefde geset to gerefan.” But 
Florence has, “ per insilium, incuriam, et traditionem Nortmannici comitia 
Hugonis, quern regina Emma Domnaniae prtefecit.’' Henry of Huntingdon 
(752 B) says, “ Hugonem Normannum, quern ibi regina Emma vicecomitem 
[gerefan statuerat, in perniciem compegerunt.” Florence seems to have 
read eorl where our copies of the Chronicles have ceorl; also he seems to 
make Hugh Ealdorman of Devonshire, while in the Chronicles he is only 
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the royal reeve in Exeter, the first of a long line of 
foreigners who, under Emma, her soii^ and her great-nephew, 
were to fatten on English estates and honours. Hugh 
was either a coward or a traitor, most likely both. Exeter 
was stormed and ])lundered; the noble walls of King 
^Ethelstan were broken down from the east gate to the 
west, and the city was left defenceless.' Swegen returned 
to his ships with a vast plunder^ and then went on to the 
harrying of Wiltshire. The men of that shire and their 
neighbours of Hampshire were gathered together, ready 
and eager to meet the enemy in battle. The people were 
as sound at heart as they had been three years before, 
but they had no longer the same valiant leaders. The 
battle of H^thelingadene seems to have fallen with special 
severity on the chief men, and we now find the force of 
these two shires in the last hands in which we should 
have looked to find them. The old traitor yElfrie/- who 
had done his best^ eleven years before/^ to betray London 
to the enemy, who had himself been driven from the land, 
and whose innocent son had paid a cruel penalty for his 
oflence, was now, through some unrecorded and inexplic- 
able intrigue, again in royal favour, again in command 
of an English army, again trusted to oppose the very 
enemy with whom he had before traitorously leagued 
himself. But, as our Chronicles tell us with a vigorous 
simplicity^ he was again at his old tricks; as soon as 

reeve of Exeter, The “ TVenchmen” of the Chronicles may always be 
Normans or not ; most likely Hugh was a Norman. 

The “ fnsilium ” of Florence is an attempt to express in Latin the 
negative form “unrsed.” See above, p. 261. 

‘ Flor. Wi^. ^^Civitatein Exanceastram infregit, spoliavit, murum ab 
orientali usque ad occidentalem portam destruxit.’* This does not imply 
the complete destruction of the city. But Henr}'^ of Huntingdon says, 

iirbem totam funditus destruxerunt,’* which is doubtless an exaggeration. 

* “ Alfricus dux supra memoratus’* says Florence ; it is clear that this is 
MWiq, the traitor of 992. 

* See above, p. 280. 
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the armies were so near that they could look on "one chap. v. 
another, the English commander pretended to be taken 
suddenly ill ; ^ retchings and spittings followed as a proof 
of his sickness ; in such a case a battle could not possibly 
be thought of. One wonders that some brave man, how- 
ever unauthorized, did not seize the command by common 
consent ; ^ but the paltry trick was successful ; the spirits 
of the English were broken, and they went away in 
sadness without a battle.® In all this history, just as in Fluctua- 
old Greek history,* we are often surprised at the mere 
accidents on which the fate of battles depends, how much 
one man’s valour or cowardice or treason can bring about, fessional 
how much turns on the mood in which the soldiers find 
themselves at the moment of action. In this case the 
English are described as having come together with the 
utmost good will, and as being thoroughly eager to do 
their duty. Yet a transparent artifice at once paralyses 
them, and they become wholly incapable of action. We 
must remember that here, just as in Greece, we arc dealing, 
not with professional soldiers, but with citizen soldiers; 
we are dealing with times when every man was some- 
times a soldier, and when none but professed pirates 
were soldiers always. Such soldiers are not mere machines 
in the hand of a master of the game ; they do not simply 
do their professional duty in blind obedience; they have 
a real part and interest in what is going on ; they are 
therefore liable to be affected by the ordinary feelings of 
men in a way in which professional soldiers are much less 

^ Chron. 1003. “ l^a gebrsed he hine seocne, and ongan he hine brecan 

to spiweime, and cwse'S Jjaet he gesicled waere.” 

* Like Lydiadas at Ladokeia and Philopoimen at Sellasih. See Hist. 

Fed. Gov. i. 450, 497. 

3 Flor. Wig. “ A suis inimicis sine pugna divertit moestissimus.’* The 
Chronicles, and after them Florence and Henry, quote a proverb, ponne 
se heretoga wacatJ, J?onne bitJ eall se here swi^Je gehindred.” 

♦ See many passages in Grote's History of Greece, especially the remarks 
on the death of Epameindndas ; x. 477. 
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tuations of the spirits; they are easily encouraged and 
easily disheartened; men who fight like heroes one day 
may be overcome by a sudden panic the next. Hence the 
extraordinary importance which, with troops of this kind, 
attaches to the personal exhortation and personal example 
of the general ; a chief who simply stands aloof and gives 
orders can never win a victory. The particular speech 
put into the mouth of a general before battle is no doubt 
commonly the invention of the historian ; but that generals 
found it needful to make such speeches, and that such 
speeches had a most important effect on the spirit and 
conduct of their armies, is clear in every history of this 
kind of warfare. No doubt even professional soldiers still 
remain men, and are liable to be in some degree affected 
in the same way; still habit and discipline make a great 
change ; an army in which each man is really fighting 
for his hearth and home is liable to these influences in 
a tenfold degree. Before long we shall see England 
possessed of an amy combining the merits of both 
systems, an army uniting discipline and patriotism ; but 
as yet the country had no standing force, and had to 
depend solely on the enthusiasm and the sense of duty 
of the general levies of each partieular district. In this 
case, the spirit of the men of Wiltshire and Hampshire 
was all that a leader could wish for ; if some brave man 
had stepped forward, had cut down the traitor iElfric, 
and had called on the English to follow him against the 
enemy, a battle would have been certain and a victory 
probable. But no man had the energy to do this ; there- 
fore the base trick thoroughly succeeded, the spirit of tin 
troops was damped, and the English host went awaj 
without striking a blow. But even in retreat it mus 
have been formidable, as it seems to have been left quit' 
unmolested by the enemy. Still the whole shire was lef 
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defenceless. The town of Wilton was sacked and burned, chap, v, 
Sweden then marched to Salisbury. The Salisbury of 
those days was not the modern city in the plain, burns Wil- 
which circles, with but little of beauty or interest^ in Salisbury, 
itself, around the most graceful of West- Saxon minsters. Old Sarmn. 
The object of Swegen’s march was still the old hill- 
fortress,^ where the Briton and the Roman had entrenched 
themselves, and at whose foot Cynric had won one of those 552- 
great battles which mark the western stages of the Teu- 
tonic invasion. After the days of Swegen a Norman 
castle and a Norman minster rose and fell on that historic 
spot, and the chosen stronghold of so many races lived 
to become one of the bye-words of modern political dis- 
cussion. Like Exeter, Salisbury was not yet a Bishop’s 
see ; the prelate of Wiltshire had his lowly cathedral 
church in the obscure Ramsbury; but the choice of Salis- 
bury at the end of the century as the seat of the imited 
sees of Wiltshire and Dorset shows that it must already 
have been a place of importance according to the standard 
of the time. Yet one would think that its importance 
must always have been mainly that of a military post ; 
one can hardly conceive Old Sarum being at any time 
a place of trade or the home of any considerable popu- 
lation. Whatever the place consisted of at this time, 

Swegen sacked and burned it, and returned to his ships 
with great spoil. ^ 

^ II. XX. 216 ; 

KTi(T<T€ 8^ Aapbavirjv, kird oviroj ''IXios Ip^ 

€v TTcdiq) irendKiarOy 7r6\is fx^pdircvu avOpwKOJV^ 

6.\K* W vTToopdas (pKiov 7ro\vmd6,Kov ’'Idrjs, 

Jlo\vmdaKos however would be the most inappropriate of epithets for 
Old Sarum, which, in the days of its greatness, was “ well provided other* 
wise of all commodities, but wanted water so unreasonably as (a strange 
kind of merchandise) it was there to be sold.” (Godwin, translating 
William of Malmesbury, Gest. Pont. p. 183 .) 

* The Chronicler here, though writing in prose, gets poetical, and calls 
the ships “ horses of the wave” — “ he wiste his y'S hengestas.” 

VOL, I. 


y 
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^Ulfbytel which I have just told. We have seen the spirit 

of East- of a gallant army foully damped by the malice of a single 
traitor. We shall now see the efforts of a single hero, 
boldly struggling against every difficulty, feebly backed by 
those who should have supported him, and winning, in a 
succession of defeats, a gloiy as pure as that of the most 
triumphant of conquerors. This man was Ulfcytel, who is 
said to have been a son-in-law of the King, and who was 
at this time Earl, or at least military commander, of the 
East-Angles.^ His name proclaims his Danish origin, but 
it was in him that England now found her stoutest cham- 
pion in her hour of need. This next summer Swegen took 
his course towards a part of England which was largely 
peopled by men of his own race, to the old kingdom of 
Swegeu Guthrum. His coming was sudden ; he sailed to the 
anTbu^s mouth of the Yare; he pushed his way up the stream, and 
Norwich, g^ormed and burned the town which had arisen near the 
point of its junction with the Wensum, and which, at least 
in later times, has spread itself on both sides of the smaller 
History of river. Norwich was in East-Aiiglia what Exeter was in 
t e city, Western shires. But the city itself could not boast 

of the same antiquity as the Damnonian Isca. The 
changes of the waters in that region had caused the 
British and Roman site to be forsaken ; the Icenian Venta 
survived only in the vague description of Caistor, a de- 
scription common to it with many other Roman towns 
whose distinctive names have been forgotten. At some 
distance from the Roman site, where the hills slope down 
to the right bank of the Wensum, the East- Anglian Kings 
had reared one of those vast mounds which form so marked 
a feature in the Old-English system of defence, and had 
crowned it doubtless with a fortified dwelling. This home 


‘ On Ulfcytel, see Appendix HH. 
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of native kingship was to be the forerunner of one of the chap. v. 
stateliest of Norman castles, one which immediately sug- 
gests a name than which few in our history are more 
illustrious. The castle of Norwich became the stronghold 
of the earls of the house of Bigod, one of whom lived to 
wrest the final confirmation of the liberties of England 1297. 
from the hands of the great Edward himself. As at Exeter^ 
as at Salisbury, the Norman castle had already a rude fore- 
runner, but the Norman minster had none. The Bishop of Norwich 
the East- Angles still had his seat at Elmham. A two-fold 
translation of the see towards the end of the century, first 
to Thetford and then to Norwich, points out those two 
towns as being at this time the most considerable in the 
district, and we accordingly find them the principal ob- 
jects of hostile attack. Norwich was now one of the Import- 
greatest seats of commerce in England ; .the city had town.^^ 
been greatly favoured by several successive Kings, and it 
enjoyed the privilege of a mint. A jdace thus rich and Norwich 
flourishing was naturally marked as a prey by the in- 
vaders, who harried and burned it, seemingly without re- 
sistance. The blow was so sudden that even a guardian 
like Ulfcytel was unprepared. He now gathered together Ulfcytel 
the provincial council, the Witan of East-Anglia,^ whose witan of 

mention shows how much of independence the ancient 

, Angba 

kingdom still retained. Peace was patched up with the make peace 
invaders, who seemingly returned to their ships. But, Danes, 
three weeks afterwards, the Danes broke the peace, and The Danes 
marched secretly to Thetford, the town in the district next peace and 
in importance to Norwich. This march seems to have led 
them to a greater distance from the coast than any Danish 
army had ventured since the old invasions in iEIfred’s 
time. Their movement did not escape the watchful eye 


* Chron. in anno. “ p& geraedde Ulfcytel wifJ ]>a witan on East-Englum,” 
Flor. Wig. “ Cum majoribus East-Anglias habito concilio.” See Kemble, 
ii. 257. 
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of Ulfcytel,^ and the plan which he formed^ though not 
wholly successful, seems to vouch for his generalship. He 
at once gathered his forces together as secretly as he could^ 
and sent a detachment to the coast to destroy the ships 
of the invaders. In this latter part of his scheme he 
wholly failed ; those whom he sent on that errand proved 
either cowardly or unfaithful. And, even with the force 
under his own command, he was unable to save Thetford. 
The town was entered by the Danes, who plundered it, 
stayed there one night, and in the morning set fire to it 
and marched away towards their ships. But they were 
hardly clear of the burning town when Ulfcytel came upon 
them with his army. That army was comparatively small ; 
had the whole force of East- Anglia been there, so our 
authors tell us, never would the heathen men have got 
back to their ships. As it wa<, the Danes themselves said 
that they never met in all England with worse handplay 
than Ulfcytel brought upon them.^ It seems to have been 
a drawn battle. The Danes so far succeeded that they 
were able to accomplish their object of reaching their 
ships ; but the fighting was hard, and the slaughter 
great on both sides, and we do not hear of either side 
keeping the field. As at Maldon, as at ^^thelingadene, 
the slaughter on the English side fell most heavily on 
those who were high in rank or command.’^ No doubt, 
in all these battles, just as in the battles of Homer, tlie 

* So I understand the narrative in the Chronicles, which seems to imply 
that the measures of Ulfcytel were takei» as soon as the Danes began their 
march, but before they reached Thetford, while Florence does not mention 
Ulfcytel as doing anytliing till after he hears of the burning of the town. 

® I modernize the words of the Chronicles. “Swa hi sylfe s;edon, ))5et hi 
naefre wyrsan handplegan on Angelcynne ne gemetton, J)onne Ulfcytel him 
to brohte.” So Florence, “ut enim ipsi testati dunt, durius et asperius 
belluin in Anglia numquam expert! sunt quam illis dux Ulfketel iu- 
tulerat.” Cf. Will. Malms, ii. 165. 

* Chron. in anno. p»r weariS Ea«t-Engla folces seo yld [yldenta'] 
ofsleegan.*’ See on the sense of this word and its cognates, p. 75. 
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chief stress of the fight fell on the thegns of the King or chap. v. 
Earl in command, especially on the high-born youths who 
were personally attached to him and his service. We have 
seen that it was so at Maldon, where we know the details ; 
it is equally clear that it was so at Thetford, where we 
know only the general result. This East- Anglian cam- liiustra- 
paign is also a good illustration of the general conditions pUedby^' 
of warfare at the time. It shows the difficulty with which intcytel’s 

campaign. 

the force either of the whole kingdom or of a single 
earldom could be got together, and how much was lost 
through mere slowness of operations. Even with a vigorous 
chief at the hcad^ the two chief towns of the earldom were 
surprised and burned. But the story shows no less plainly 
how much a single faithful and valiant leader could do to 
struggle with these difficulties. A shire under the govern- 
ment of Ulfcytel was in a very different ease from a shire 
under the government of jElfric. Nay, could Ulfcytel, 
instead of holding a mere local command, have changed 
places with the boastful Emperor of all Britain, we can 
well believe that the whole story of the Danish wars would 
have had a very different ending. 

The resistance of Ulfcytel, though not wholly successful, Year of 
seems to have had at least a share in- winning for England of Tmine! 
a momentary respite. We hear of no further ravages after 
the battle of Thetford, and in the next year King Swegen, 
instead of attacking any part of England, sailed home 
again to Denmark. A famine, the most fearful ever re- 
membered in England, was most likely the result of his 
ravages, but it no doubt also helped to send him away for 
a while from the wasted land. The Witan met in the 
course of the year, but we have no record of any proceed- 
ings more important than the usual grants to monasteries 
and to the King’s thegns.^ But the next year is crowded Events of 
with events of all kinds. We now come to the rise of a 
* Cod. Dipl. iii. 339 ; vi. 152. 
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CHAP. V. man who was to be even more completely the evil g*enius 
of the later years of this unhappy reign than j®lfric had 
Rise and been the evil genius of its earlier years. This was Eadric, 
of Eadric. -^thelric,^ surnamed Streona, who is described 

as a man of low birth, of a shrewd intellect — which he 
used only to devise selfish and baleful schemes — of an elo- 
quent tongue — which he used only to persuade men to mis- 
chief — as proud, cruel, envious, and faithless. From elaborate 
pictures of this sort we instinctively make some deduc- 
tions ; still the character of Eadric is written plainly enough 
in his recorded crimes. That such a man should rise to 
power was the greatest of evils for the nation; still his 
rise illustrates one good side of English society at the time?. 
Illustrjv In England the poor and ignoble still could rise ; on the 

plied Continent they had nearly lost all chance. Eadric rose to 

hi8 ad- rank and wealth by his personal talents, talents which no 

vaiicemtnt. ^ ^ ^ l 

writer denies, though they all paint in strong colours the 
evil use which he made of them. And he really rose ; 
he did not merely, like many low-born favourites of other 
princes; exercise a secret influence over a weak master. He 
was advanced to the highest dignities of the realm ; he 
stood forth in the great council of the nation among the 
foremost of its chiefs; he commanded the armies of his 
sovereign ; and, what would most of all shock modern pre- 
judices, he was allowed to mingle his blood with that of 
kings. Now% if a bad man could thus rise by evil arts, 
it clearly was not impossible that a good man might also 
rise in a worthier way. Instances of either kind were 
doubtless unusual ; the general feeling of the time was 
strongly aristocratic; still there was no legal or even social 
hindrance to keep a man from rising out of utter obscurity 
to the highest places short of kingship. Eadric, like most 
favourites, seems to have made his way to power through 
the ruin of an earlier favourite. A man named Wulfgeat 
^ On the rise of Eadric, see Appendix II. 
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had been for some years the chief adviser of iEthelred. It chap. v. 
is not clear whether he had ever risen above thegn’s rank, 

But he clearly exercised some functions which clothed him 
with a good deal of power, for, among his other offences, 
unjust judgements are spoken of.' Wulfgeat was now, 
doubtless through the influence of Eadric, deprived of all 
his offices, and his property was confiscated, a sentence 
which would seem to imply the authority of a Witena- 
gemot. The sentence may have been a righteous one ; but 
at all events the degradation of Wulfgeat opened the way 
for the elevation of' a worse man than himself. Wulfgeat 
is at least not described as an open traitor and murderer. 

Eadric, who had probably been rising in position for some Eadric 
years, now appears as the reigning lavourite and as the favourite, 
director of all the crimes and treasons of the court. A Earl 
monstrous crime was now committed. jElfholm, a noble- aerTd^t^' 
man who had been for some years Earl of a part 

/ ^ ^ bury. 

Northumberland, probably of Deira,^ was present, seemingly 
at the court or at some Gemot, at Shrewsbury. There* 

Eadric received him as a familiar friend, entertained him 
for some days, and on the third or fourth day took him out 
to a hunting-party. While others were intent on the 
sport, the executioner of the town, one Godwine, surnamed 
Porthund,^ whom Eadric had won over by large gifts and 
promises, started forth from an ambush at a favourable 
moment and put the Earl to death.^ The sons of ^If helm, 


^ On Wulfgeat, see Appendix II. 

* See Appendix KK. 

® Id est Oppidi Canis,*’ says Florence. Perhaps Godwine was only a 
butcher^ as Lappenberg makes him. This is the more usual medijeeval sense 
of CarnifeXy but the surname sounds as if he were an official person. 

* I give this story a place in the text with fear and trembling. Did it 
not rest on the authority of Florence, I should at once cast it aside as 
legendary. The hunting-party has a very mythical sound, being in fact 
part of the legend of Eadgar and ^Elfbhryth. (Cf. Dio, Ixix. 2 ; kv Oifpq. 
BrjOtv 4irt/3fj3ov\€VK6T€t avry.) And one might be a little suspicious as to 
Eadric's position at Shrewsbury. Why should Eadric be more at home 



328 


THE DANISH CONQUEST OF ENGLAND. 


CHAP. V. 


.€lfheah 
Archbishop 
of Canter- 
bury. 

1006. 


Scottish 

inroad. 

1006. 


Death of 
Kenneth. 
994. 

Accession 
of Mal- 
colm. 
1004. 


Wulfheah and Ufegeat, were soon after blinded by the 
King’s order at Cookham, a royal seat in Buckingham- 
shire. Amidst all these crimes, Archbishop ^Ifric died, 
and JElfheah of Winchester, who was before long to take 
his place beside Dunsbin as a canonized saint, succeeded 
to the metropolitan throne. 

These events seem to have taken up the earlier part of 
the year. In the summer a new Danish invasion began, 
and there seems reason to believe that it took place at the 
same time as a Scottish inroad, which was perhaps planned 
in concert.^ It is now a long time since we have heard 
of any disturbances on the part of Scotland proper. King 
Kenneth, the faithful vassal of Eadgar, had died in 
the year of the great invasion of Olaf and Swegen. But 
his son Malcolm did not obtain quiet possession of the 
Scottish crown till ten years later. He w^as now, it would 


there than .^Ifhelm ? The teller of the tale might almo.st seem to have 
-looked on Eadric as already Ealdorman of tlie Mercians, and as therefore 
naturally called on to receive his Northumbrian brother in one of the chief 
towns of his government. But for Florence to insert, like William of 
Malmesbury, a mere piece of a ballad without even the attraction of a 
miracle, is mo.st unlikely. Florence, as I shall presently show, is not 
infallibl but few writers are less given to romance. I therefore accept 
the story, though I do not feel perfect confidence in it. 

* This story comes from a separate tract by Simeon of Durham on the 
Earls of the Northumbrians (X Scriptt. 79). By some strange confusion, it 
is there put under the year 979, the first year of H^thelred. If it happened 
at all, it must have happened in this year, the only one which suits the 
position of the King, Bishop, and Earl spoken of. Ealdhun became Bishop 
in 990, and removed the see to Durham in 995. Malcolm began to reign 
in 1004 ; a Northumbrian earldom became vacant in 100'). lliis fixes the 
date. The authority of Simeon is, I think, guaranty enough for the general 
truth of the story, and the silence of the Chronicles and Florence is not 
conclusive as to a Northumbrian matter. The story also derives some sort 
of confirmation from a passage of Fordun (Scot. Hist. iv. 39, p. 683, Gale), 
which is very vague and confused, but which at least iinj)lies warfare of 
some kind between Malcolm and Uhtred. “ Othredum itaque comitem 
Anglicum, sed Danis subditum, cujus inter eos simultatis exortae caussam 
nescio, Cumbriam prsedari conantem, receptis pradis, juxta Burgum bello 
difiicili superavit,'* 
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seem, determined to revenge the wrong which he had chap. v. 
suffered at the hands of JEthelred in the devastation of ] 

Cumberland. He is said to have invaded Northumberland besieges 
and to have laid siege to Durham. The new seat of the 
Bernician bishopric ^ was growing into an important city, 
and it had already become an important military post. 

But the government of the country was in feeble hands. 
Waltheof,^ the reigning Earl, was old and dispirited, and, Cowardice 
instead of meeting the invaders, he shut himself up in ^jatheof. 
King Ida’s castle at Bamburgh. But he had a son, Uhtred, Victory of 
whose name we shall often meet in the history of the time, uhtTed. 
and whose career is a strangely chequered one. When his 
father failed in his duty, he supplied his place, he gathered 
an army, rescued Durham, and gained a signal victory over 
the Scots.^ Towards the city which he thus saved Uhtred 
stood in a relation which we should have looked for rather 


in the eighteenth than in the tenth century. He was 

married to a daughter of Ealdhun^ the Bishop who had 

just removed his see to Durham, and in the character of 

episcopal son-in-law he held large grants of episcopal 

lands. Uhtred^s behaviour gained him the special favour He unites 

of iEthelred, who — doubtless by the authority of one of 

the Gemots of this year — deposed Waltheof from his 

, . . . Earldoms, 

earldom, bestowed it on his son, and also added the 

earldom of Deira, now vacant by the murder of iElfhelm.^ 

Uhtred, thus exalted, seems to have had no further need His mar- 

of episcopal leases ; for he sent the Bishop’s daughter back 

to her father, honestly returning the estates which he had 

received with her. He then married the daughter of a rich 


^ See p. 292. 

^ See Appendix KK. 

' The heads of the liandsomest of the slain Scots, with their long twisted 
hair, were exposed on the walls of Durham. They were previously washed 
by four women, each of whom received a cow for her pains. So at least 
Bays Simeon, p. 80. 

*■ See Appendix II. 
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citizen, whom he held by quite another tenure, that of 
killing her father’s bitter enemy Thurbrand. This he, 
unluckily for himself, failed to do, and this failure would 
seem to have set aside the second marriage also, as we 
presently find him receiving the hand of King ^Ethel- 
red^s daughter ^Ifgifu.^ If all this is true — and the 
genealogical and local detail with which it is given seems 
to stamp it as true— the ties of marriage must have sat 
quite as iightly on a Northumbrian Earl as ever they did 
on a Norman Duke. The tale indeed suggests that even 
the daughters of Bishops, a class whom we should hardly 
have expected to find so familiarly spoken of after Dun- 
stan’s reforms, may have been sometimes married Danish 
fashion. But the fact that an Earl did not disdain the 
daughter of a rich citizen at once shows the importance 
which some even of the northern English cities — for either 
York or Durham must be meant — had already reached, 
and it also shows that no very broad line as yet separated 
the different classes of society in such matters. The story 
again marks the ferocious habits of the Danish parts of 
England. It seems the most natural thing in the world 
for a man on his marriage to undertake to kill his fiither- 
in-law^s enemy. We shall find that this engagement of 
Uhtred to kill Thurbrand was the beginning of a long 
series of crimes, of an hereditary deadly feud, which went 
on till after the Norman Conquest. 

Such was the Scottish inroad and its results. It is 
wrongly placed, and some of the details may be suspected, 
but the outline of the story may, I think, be admitted. 
But of the Danish invasion there is no doubt at all. In 
the month of July a vast fleet appeared off Sandwich, and 
Kent and Sussex were ravaged without mercy. iEthelred 
for once seems to have seriously thought of personal action 


* Sim. Dun. p. 80. So J. Wallingford, 546. 
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against the enemy He gathered together an army from chap. v. 
Mercia and Wessex, which was kept throughout the whole 
autumn in readiness for an engagement. But nothing came raised, but 
of this unusual piece of energy. The old causes were still at 
work^ and the enemy, perhaps remembering the reception 
which they had met with at the hands of Ulfcytel, seem 
now to have avoided a battle.^ They plundered here and 
there, and went backwards and forwards to their ships^ till, 
as winter approached, the English army dispersed, and the 
King returned to his old quarters at Shrewsbuiy. There 
is a vein of bitter sarcasm in the way in which the tale 
is told in the Chronicles. The writers keenly felt the 
incapacity of their rulers, and the degradation of their 
country. The Danes went back to their ‘‘frith-stool’’^ — The Danes 
their safe asylum, their inviolable sanctuary — in the Isle Wight 
of Wight. Presently, at Christmas, when no resistance 
was likely, they went forth to their “ ready farm,^^ to the 
quarters which stood awaiting them, as it were to gather 
in their crops and to enjoy the fat of their own land.^ 

That is to say, they went on a plundering expedition Great 
which carried them further from their own element than expedition 
they had ever yet ventured. They marched across Hamp- 

^ winter of 

shire to Reading, and thence up the valley of the Thames, 1006-7. 

“ doing according to their wont and kindling their 
beacons ” — that is, no doubt, wasting and burning the 
whole country. They thus dealt with Reading, with 
Wallingford, with Cholsey. They were now in the midst 


* Florence says, Cum iis fortiter dimicare statuit ; but there are no 
words exactly Jinswering to them in the Chronicles. 

* So Florence, again without direct support from the Chronicles ; “ illi 
cum eo palam confligere nullatenus voluerunt.” 

® See Mr. Earle’s note, p. 335. 

* Chron. * ** And se here com ))a ofer Martines msessan to his frt/^stolt 
Wihilandtt • • • ?^nd ])a to Jjam middan wintran eodon him to heora gearwan 

feormet Qt J>urh Hamtunscire into Bearrucscire to Readingon.** So H. 
Hunt. M. H, B. 752 D. “ Quae parata erant hilariter comedentes.** 
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ries of yElfred. Out of mere bravado, it would seem, 

they climbed the neighbouring height, the long ridge 
of iEscesdun, which looks down on the spot where, 
871. in the great King’s first campaign, victory had for 

a moment slione on the West- Saxon banners. They 

marched along the ridge till they reached the vast barrow 
which, under the corrupted form of Cuckamsley,^ still 
preserves the name of Cwichelm, one of the two West- 
<536. Saxon Kings who first submitted to baptism. This was a 
spot where, in times of peace, the people of that inland 
shire had held their local assemblies, and some unknown 
seer had risked the prediction that, if the Danes ever 
got so far from the sea, they would never see their 

ships again. The falsehood of the prophecy was now 
shown. The Danes crossed the range of hills ; they 
marched down on the other side, and went on to the 
south. At Kennet, now Marlborough, an English force 
at last met them, but it was speedily })ut to flight. 
The Danes then turned homewards. They passed close 
by the gates of the royal city of Winchester, displaying 
in triumph to its inhabitants the spoils of the inland 
shires of Wessex, now become the defenceless prey of 
the sea-rovers.2 

This was the most fearful inroad which England had 
yet seen, one which showed that the parts furthest from 
the sea were now no more safe from Danish ravages than 

* CTironn. ** And wendon him “Sa andlang i^sceadune to Cwichelmes 
hlaewe.” It has been distinctly shown by Mr. James Parker that 
cesddn means the whole ridge which the Danes marched along from the 
east to the barrow at Cwichelines hlacw. On the Scirgombt — wavS it not 
something more than a mere Scirgemdt ? — at Cwichelmeshlsew, see Cod. 
Dipl. hi. 29a. The prophecy comes from the Chronicles ; it is left out by 
Florence. 

* The Cbronider here becomes very emphatic and eloquent, setting down 
no doubt wbat be ba^i seen with his own eyes. Florence, harmonizing 
eighty or ninety years after, is much briefer. 
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the exposed coasts of Kent and Sussex. The King* kept chap. v. 
his Christmas at Shrewsbury, and there the Witan met. 

All heart and hope seemed to be gone ; no one could de- Shrews- 
vise any means of withstanding the force which had now 
harried every shire in Wessex. Nothing could be thought 
of but the old device ; the broken reed was again to be 
leaned upon ; ambassadors were sent, once more offering 
money as the price of the cessation of the ravages. The Tribute 
offer was accepted ; but the price was of course again to 
raised ; thirty-six thousand pounds was to be paid, and the 
Danish army was to receive provisions. They were fed 
during the whole winter at the general cost of England, 
and early in the next year the sum of money demanded 
was paid. 

We can never speak or think of these wretched attempts Two years’ 
to buy peace without a feeling of shame, and yet, in this 1007-8. 
case at least, the payment may not have been such utter 
madness as it appears at first sight. Of course nothing 
more than a respite was ever gained ; when the Danes 
had spent the money, they came again for more. And it 
would seem, from the example of Ulfcytel, that a respite 
could be as easily won by a manful, even if not perfectly 
successful, resistance. Still this payment did gain for the 
country a breathing-space at a time when a breathing- 
space was absolutely needed. We hear nothing of any 
more invasions for two years, and there was at least an 
attempt made to spend the interval in useful legislation 
and in putting the country into a more efiicient state of 
defence, .^thelred and his favourites, as usual, spoiled 
everything ; but we need not attribute their cowardice and 
incapacity to all the Witan of England. As far as we 
can see, the schemes of the legislature were well con- 
sidered ; a respite was needed in order to devise any 
scheme at all, and humiliating as it was to buy that 
respite, such a course may have been absolutely necessary. 
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But in this reign everything was thwarted by executive 
misconduct. j3Ethelred first laid on his Witan the neces- 
sity of consenting to all this degradation, and he then 
frustrated their endeavours to make such degradation 
needless for the future. 

Meanwhile the reigning favourite attained the height of 
his greatness. He was made Ealdorman of the Mercians^^ 
dishonouring the post once held by the glorious daughter 
of iElfred. It was most likely at this time that he re- 
ceived the King’s daughter Eadgyth. in marriage. We 
have now to repeat the same comments which we made in 
the case of ^Ifric. That old enemy, after his last treason 
four years before, now vanishes from history, and his place 
as chief traitor is taken by Eadric. The history of Eadric 
from this moment is simply a catalogue of treasons as 
unintelligible as those of his predecessor. Why a man 
who had just risen to the highest pitch of greatness, son- 
in-law of his sovereign and viceroy of an ancient kingdom, 
should immediately ally himself with the enemies of his 
King and country, is one of those facts which are utterly 
incomprehensible. But that it is a fact there is no good 
reason to doubt. Our best authorities for this period, the 
writers nearest to the time, those least given to exaggera- 
tion or romantic embellishment, distinctly assert that it 
was so, and we have nothing but ingenious guesses on the 
other side. 


Legislation The next year is one memorable in the annals of our 
early legislation, and the year which followed it is still 
more so. The civil functions of the King and his Witan 
were in full activity during the two years of respite. The 
laws of iEthelred form several distinct statutes or collec- 
tions of clauses, most of which are without date ; but, 
of the few dated ordinances, one belongs to the former of 

^ 8e« Appendix II. 



EADRIC EALDORMAN OF THE MERCIANS. 


335 


these two years, while another may, on internal evidence, chap. v. 
be safely set down as belonging to the same period. The Laws of 
former statute^ deals mainly with ecclesiastical matters, 
but it also contains provisions both of a moral and of a 
political kind. On these points however we get much 
more of general exhortations than of really specific enact- 
ments. The whole reads like an act of penitence on the 
j)art of a repentant nation awakened by misfortune to a 
sense of national sins. Heathenism is to be cast out, an 
ordinance which shows what had been the efiect of the 
Danish invasions. Such a precept would have been need- 
less in the days of Ine or Offa. But now, not only were 
many heathen strangers settled in the land, but we may 
even believe that some native Englishmen may have fallen 
off to the worship of the gods who seemed to be the 
stronger. Some of the clauses are vague enough. All 
laws are to be just ; every man is to have his rights ; all 
men are to live in peace and friendship — excellent advice, 
no doubt, but hard to carry out in any time and place, and 
hardest of all when -^thelred and Eadric were to be the 
chief administrators of the law. Punishments are to be 
mild ; death especially is to be sparingly inflicted ; Christian 
and innocent men are not to be sold out of the land, least 
of all to heathen purchasers.^ This last prohibition is Laws 
one which is constantly repeated in the legislation of this the dave- 
age, showing at once how deeply the evil was felt, and 
how little legislation could do to get rid of it.* We must 
never forget that slavery was fully established throughout 
England, though the proportion of slaves varied greatly in 

* Thorpe, i. 304 ; Schmid, 220. 

* Cap, 2. “And fires hlafordes ger»dnes and his witena is, ])Sdt man 
criatene menn and unforworhte of earde ne sylle, ne huru on hx'SeiiQ leode, 
ac beorge man gedrne, Jiaet man pa sawla ne forfare, pa Crist mid his agenum 
life gebohte.” The same practice is forbidden in the Capitularies of Charles 
the Bald. See Waitz, iv. 288. So Smaragdus de Via Regia, c. 30 (D*Achery, 

253) J Brohibe ergo, clementissime rex, ne in regno tuo capti vitas fiat.” 
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from two sources. Englishmen were reduced to slavery 
for various crimes by sentence of law, and the children of 
such slaves followed the condition of their fathers.^ Welsh 
captives taken in war formed another class, and the pro- 
portion of slaves to freemen was unusually large in the 
shires on the Welsh border.* Slaves of both classes were 
freely sold to the Danes in Ireland, and the words of the 
statute seem to imply that the kidnapping of persons of 
free condition was not unknown.^ Both these practices our 
present statute endeavours to hinder. The same prohi- 
bition was re-enacted under Cnut,^ but the practice sur- 
vived all the laws aimed against it, and we shall see, as we 
go on, it was in full force a few years after the Norman 
Conquest. The intention in this enactment is as good as it 
could be ; but the enactment is vague, no definite penalty 
is attached to breaches of the law, and we are not surprised 
to hear that it had little practical effect. Some of the 
other precepts are even vaguer. We may sum up the 
whole by saying that all virtues are to be practised and all 
vices avoided ; all church-dues arc to be regularly paid, 
and all festivals are to be regularly kept, especially the 
festival of the newest English saint, the martyred King 
Eadward,^ The whole is wound up with a pious and 
patriotic resolve of real and impressive solemnity. The 
nation pledges itself to fidelity to God and the King. It 
will worship one God and be true to one royal lord ; it will 

* The wit€^em seems to be forbidden by a capitulary of Charles the 
Great. Aquis, 813 (Pertz, iii. 189) ; “XJt vicarii eos qui pro furto se in 
servitio tradere cupiunt non consentiant.” 

* This seems to be implied in the word mforworhte — in the Latin text 
(Schmid, 237) hisonteni. 

* It occurs in nearly the same words in the Statute of Enham, c. 9, and 
in the Laws of Cnut, Thorpe, i. 376. 

* Cap. 16 (Thorpe, i. 308). “And See Eddwardes mfesse-dceg witan 
habbaS gecoren, J)a;t man fre 5 lHiau sceal ofer eal Engla-land on xv. KaL 
Aprilis.” Mark the way in which the Witan, as a matter of course, pass 
an ordinance on this matter, which a century or two later would have been 
held to be a matter of purely ecclesiastical concern. 
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manfully and with one accord defend life and land, and chap, v.' 
will pray earnestly to God Almighty for his help.^ 

In all this we see a spirit of real reform and real earnest- 
ness thoroughly suited to the time. And if some of the 
ordinances of the Witan are somewhat vague and dreamy, 
we find one at least of a more definite and practical kind. 

The happy days of Eadgar afe to be restored^ when yearly Tlie for- 
after Easter the royal fleet of England sailed forth, and ^ 
when no enemy dared approach the land which it guarded.^ decreed. 
Under the wretched advisers of his son this regular order 
had doubtless been neglected. Ships had sometimes been 
assembled, but certainly not as a matter of regular yearly 
course. It is singular how seldom, in dealing with an 
enemy so essentially seafaring, we hear of any attempt at 
action by sea. The gallant sea-fight of sixteen years earlier*^ 992. 
stands almost alone. But now the good old practice was 
to be renewed, and the royal fleet was to assemble yearly 
after Easter.^ Nor was the efficiency of the land-force Ordinances 
forgotten. It was secured by heavy penalties against ^faerUon 
deserters. A fine of one hundred and twenty shillings was 

/ ° land-force. 

incurred in ordinary cases ; but when the King was present 
in person, desertion placed the life and estate of the culprit 
at the royal mercy.^ The contributions for the repair of 
forts and bridges were to be strictly discharged,^ and gene- 
rally everything to do with the defence of the land was to 
be put on the best footing that might be. 

The decrees of the undated Council of Enham ^ are Decrees of 
marked as belonging to the same period, by the repetition 


^ Cap. 34, 35. “ Ealle we scylan ^nne God lufian and weortSian, and 
»nne cristendom georne healdan, and selcne h»tJendom mid ealle tweorpan,” 
And utan *nne cyne-hlaford holdlice healdan ; and lif and land samod 
ealle werian, swa wel swa we betst magan, and God ealmihtigne inwerdre 
heortan fultumes biddan.” 

^ Will. Malms, ii. 156. ® See p. 280. 

* Cap. 27. ® Cap. 28. ® Cap. 26. 

^ Thorpe, i. 314; Schmid, 226. 

VOL. I. 


Z 
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of nearly the same enactments, often in nearly the same 
words. They contain much the same moral and religious 
exhortations, and muc)i the same ordinances for the mus- 
tering of the land and sea-force, for the repair of the forts 
and bridges, for the punishment of deserters and of those 
who damage a ship of war. But the most remarkable thing 
about this statute is that it is drawn up in the name of 
the Witan only, without any mention of the King.^ But 
there is no need to infer that there was in this case any de- 
parture from the u§ual legislative process. The Witan only 
are mentioned ; but the action of the Witan implies the 
action of the King, just as in many places in the Chroni- 
cles, where the King only is mentioned, the action of the 
King implies the action of the Witan. We may indeed 
fairly suppose that both these statutes were more distinctly 
the work of the Witan, and less distinctly the work of the 
King, than in most other cases. The laws of iElfred were 
the work of the King, which he submitted to the Witan 
for their approval.'^ So, we may be sure, was the case with 
the laws of the other great Kings who came after him. 
But we may well believe that the laws of iEthelred were 
the work of ^thelred only in the sense in which the Great 
Charter was the work of John. Both statutes breathe the 


^ It is headed, **Be Witena gersednessan.” The statute begins, “ Dis 
Bindon gersednessa, \)e Engla r*d-gifan gecuran and gecwiiedan, and 
geomlice l«rdan, man scolde healdan.” And many clauses begin, 
“ And witena genednes is.** Mr. Kemble (ii. 212) remarks, “ If it were not 
for one or two enactments referring to the safety of the royal j)er8on and 
the dignity of the crown, we might be almost tempted to imagine that 
the great councillors of state had met, during .^Selred’s flight from 
England, and passed these laws upon their own authority, without the 
King." 

This is possible, and even tempting, but on the whole I think they must 
belong to the years 1007-9. The great importance given to naval pre- 
parations seems distinctly to refer them to this time. After the return 
of .^thelred from Normandy in 1014 we read of no attempt at naval 
warfare. 

* See above, p. 52. 
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same spirit, a spirit widely different from anything likely chap. v. 
to come forth from ^Ethelred or his immediate counsellors. 

They clearly sprang from the best elements of wisdom 
that the Great Council of the nation could still supply. 

They show a real desire to mend the ways of the nation, 
to make satisfaction to God and man for the past, and for 
the future to work manfully alike for national reformation 
and for the national defence. The whole tone is at once 
pious and patriotic ; and the piety is of a kind which, while 
it strictly enforces every ecclesiastical observance, by no 
means forgets the weightier matters of the law, judgement, 
mercy, and truth. In all this we can hardly fail to trace 
the hand of good Archbishop ^Sllfheah. 

A fleet then was to be raised, a fleet such as guarded the The fleet 
land in the days of Alfred and Eadgar. But how was the contribu- 
fleet to be raised? This question leads us to a most re- 

^ ^ ^ districts. 

markable statement in our authorities, the details of which 
are puzzling in the highest degree, but as to the general 
bearing of which there can be no doubt.^ The cost of 
the fleet was to be borne by the nation at large, indi- 
viduals or districts being made to contribute according 
to their means and extent. In those days land was of 
course taken as the only standard of property on which 
the assessment could be made. It does not appear that 
either individuals or districts were called on to make any 
contributions in money to the royal treasury. They were 
to contribute in kind, according to a scale laid down by 
the Witan, in the shape of ships, or of things needful 
for the ships or their crews. There can be no doubt 
that, in the reign of ^thelred, this was a much wiser 
arrangement ; money which had to pass through the 
hands either of the King or of his favourite would most 
likely not have appeared again in the form of ships. The The 
practice was not one which was invented for the nonce. 

« new one* 

1 See Appendix LL. 
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CHAP. V. There is evidence to show that a contribution of ships in 
995-100/;. kind was the ancient custom. In the will of Archbishop 
^Ifric, which must of course have been drawn up a few 
years before this time, that prelate bequeaths a ship to his 
flock in Kent and another to his former flock in Wiltshire.’ 
This gift must have been intended to relieve the peoj)le of 
those shires from some part of their share in this doubtless 
heavy impost. It is hardly possible that the bequest can 
have any other object ; one can think of no other motive 
which could lead an Archbishop or any one else to leave 
The contri- a ship to a shirc, especially to an inland shire. This evi- 
made^by ^ence secms to show that the contribution was made by 
shires. shires^ that each shire had to furnish a certain number of 
ships according to its extent, the assessment on individuals 
or on smaller districts being doubtless settled in the Scir- 
gemot. This was most likely the old and regular way of 
raising a fleet, the way in which the great fleets of iElfred 
Thi-sasaese- and Eaclgar had l^een raised. But this vote of King 
-^thelred's Witenagemot does not only look l)ackward ; it 
looks forward. There can be no doubt that, in this ancient 

money. 

way of gathering together a fleet, we have the germ of 
the famous ship-money of the seventeenth century.^ The 
writs discovered by Noy calling on maritime, and some- 
times on inland, counties and places to furnish ships, and 
1634-5. the writs issued by Charles the First in pursuance of the 
jUTcedents thus discovered, undoubtedly take their root in 
the statute of the thirtieth year of King iEthelred. They 
are the degenerate successors of that great vote of the 
Witenagemot of 1008, just as that vote was the more 
lawful successor of earlier votes in the days of England’s 
greatest Kings. There is of course one all-important 
difference between the two cases. The contributions levied 

‘ Cod. Dipl. iii. 352. 

* On the ship-money see Mr. Bruce’s Prefaces to tlie Calendars of State 
Papers for 1634-5, pp. xxv. et seqq., and for 1635, pp. x. et seqq. 
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by Charles were levied by an usurping stretch of the royal chav, w 
prerogative ; the contributions levied by x®lfred, Eadgar, 
and ^thelrcd were granted, in due form of law, by the 
Great Council of the nation. But the impost was the 
same, though the authority by which it was raised was 
lawful in the one case and unlawful in the other. The 
earlier writs of ship-money under Charles demanded actual 
ships, just as in the case before us. And there was a call 
for special heed to the fleet in the days of Charles, just 
as much as there was in the days of yEthelred. To say 
nothing of the general complications of Europe, the Alge- 
rine corsairs, though not quite so formidable as Svvegen’s 
Danes, did serious damage to English commerce, and they 
sometimes actually landed and plundered on the English 
and Irish coasts. The objection was to the illegal shape 
in which the demand came. And the later writs, which, 
under pretence of a composition for the actual ships, levied 
a tax by royal authority over the whole country, were a 
further abuse. Money came into the King’s clutches, not 
only without any lawful right, but without any kind of 
guaranty that it would be applied to the purposes for 
which it professed to be raised. This was the very evil 
against which the ancient mode of contributions in kind 
effectually guarded. 

Besides these vigorous preparations at home, there seems Embassy 
some reason to believe that an attempt was made at this mandy. 
time to strengthen England by foreign help. It was ’ 
plainly felt that the peace bought from the Danes had 
secured only a breathing-space, that their attacks would 
soon begin again, and that it was necessary to employ the 
blessed interval in obtaining support from every possible 
quarter. It was not unnatural to hope that the marriage 
of Emma had gained for England a continental ally, and 
we are told, on secondary but not contemptible authority, 
that iEthelred now sent to his brother-in-law Duke Richard, 
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CHAP. V. asking for both help and counsel.^ There is nothing un- 
likely in the statement ; but, whatever may have been 
given by Richard in the way of counsel, it does not appear 
No Nor- that a single Norman ship or Norman soldier was sent to 
given. ^ the help of England. Hugh, the betrayer of Exeter, is the 
only recorded contribution which either Norman chivalry 
or Norman ehurlhood made to the defence of our shores 
against the Dane. Nor indeed was there any strong reason 
why Richard should help his brother-in-law, unless he had 
taken up the cause as a kind of crusade, and had stepped 
in as a Christian champion against the heathen invaders. 
But Richard and his subjects were Normans before they 
w^ere Christians, and all the traditions of Norman policy 
tended to fraternization with their Danish kinsmen. Such 
fraternization with the Danes had already caused, certainly 
a dispute, perhaps an open war, with England. Richard 
the Good in no way departed from this traditional policy. 

Richard’s According to a Norman account, told with great confusion 
treaty witli 

Swegen. as to time, Richard was, either now or a few years later, 
actually bound by a treaty with Swegen, not only to re- 
ceive sick and wounded Danes in his dominions, but to 
allow the spoils of England to be sold in the Norman 
ports.2 This was the old ground of quarrel, but iEthelred 
was just now not likely to retaliate by another invasion of 
the Cotentin. And, according to another story, told with 
equal confusion as to dates, Richard^ like his father, did 
not scrujde to accept the help of two heathen Kings of 
the North in his warfare with his Christian neighbours.^ 
At a later time indeed he could not well refuse shelter in 

* Hen. Hunt. M. H. B. 753 A. 

* Will. Gem. v. 7 * this writer makes Swegen sail to Northumber- 
land immediately after the massacre in looa, whereas he did not go thither 
till 1013. So it is impossible to fix the time to wldch the treaty should be 
referred. William may have confounded York and Exeter, or the treaty 
may belong to a time later than Swegen’s invasion of Northumberland. 

^ Will. Gem. v. 8 : Roman de Rou, 6868. 



GATHERING AND DISPERSION OF THE FLEET. 


343 


liis dominions to liis sister with her husband and children ; chap. v. 

but anything: like even an attempt at active interference Hichard 

® 111 aloof 

in English affairs on the part of Normandy was delayed from Ensr- 
till the reiffn of his son Robert. affan-s. 


At last the great fleet was gathered together at Sand- The fleet 
wich. So great a fleet had never been seen in the reign 

of any King. No man living had seen such an one, nor wich. 

1009. 

was such an one spoken of in any book. There the ships 
were, enough and ready to guard the land against any 
foe.^ And, under iElfred or ./Ethelstan^ we may be sure 
that those ships would have kept the seas clear from every 
foe, or else they would have met the invaders face to face 
on their own element. But in the reign of ^Ethelred 
domestic treason ruined everything. The fleet raised by 
such unparalleled efforts was doomed to do no more for 
England than any other preparations which had been made 
during this miserable reign. The fleet was ready, but there 
was discord among the commanders. Eadric^ in bis own 
rise, had raised along with himself several of his brothers,- 
of one of whom, Brihtric, we read a character quite as bad 
as of Eadric himself. This man, at this time or a little AflPair of 
earlier, brought unjust charges to the King, of what ^d*Brih^ 
kind we are not told, against a leader named Wulfnoth, 
described as “Child Wulfnoth the South-Saxon.”^ Orders 
were given to seize Wulfnoth; he fled, and persuaded the 
crews of twenty ships, most likely the contingent of his own 
shire, to flee with him. They presently began to plunder 
the whole south coast. Brihtric then followed him with 
eighty ships, thinking to win great fame,^ and to bring 
back Wulfnoth alive or dead. But a violent storm, such 
as had never before been known, beat his ships to pieces, 


^ I here follow the words of the Chronicles almost literally. 

2 See Appendix HH. 

^ See Appendix MM. 

* Chron. “ And ])ohte l^aet he him micles wordes wyrcan saeolde.” 
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and dashed them against the shore, where presently Wulf- 
noth came and burned theni. A hundred ships were thus 
lost in one way or another ; but these must have been only 
a small portion of so great an armament. Yet an unac- 
countable panic seized on all men. In the emphatic words 
of the Chronicles, When this was known to the other 
ships where the King was, how the others had fared, it 
wa^ as if all were redeless ; and the King gat him home, 
and the Ealdormen and the High-Witan, and forsook the 
ships thus lightly; and the folk then that were in the 
ships took the ships eft to London, and let all the nation’s 
toil thus lightly perish, and there was no victory the better 
that all Angle-kin had hoped for.”^ 

The fleet was lost just when it was most needed. 
yEthelred, Wulfnoth, and Brihtric had, among them, 
wrought the utter ruin of their country. As might have 
been looked for, and as evidently was looked for, the Danes, 
wdien they - had spent their money, came again. First 
came a fleet commanded by an Earl Thurcytel or Thurkill, 
who plays a great part in the history for about twelve 
years to come.- In the month of August this detachment 
was followed by a still larger one, under the command of 
Homing and Eglaf.^ The treason of Wulfnoth had left 
neither fleet nor army to withstand them. The two fleets 
met at Sandwich, whither their crews marched to Canter- 
bury and assaulted the city. But the citizens, in partner- 
ship with the men of East Kent, bought them off with 
a payment of three thousand pounds. We may here, as 

* pa pus CU& WKH to pam o‘5erum scipum pmr se cyng w«8, lui Sa 
ojjre geferdon, hit waea )?a Hwilc hit call rsedleas w^re ; and ferde se cyning 
him ham, am! pa ealdormen and ‘Sa hcahwitan, and forleton pix scip\i ‘Sub 
leohtlice ; and jjset folc ))a J)set on 55am scipon woeron fercodon [pa Bcypo] eft 
to Lundene, and leton ealles peodscypcH geswinc Sus leohtlice fdrwur‘5an, 
and n^es se sige na betere pe call Angelcyn to hopode.’* 

* On th% career and character of Thurkill, see Appendix NN. 

® See Chron. and Florence in anno, and cf. Appendix NN. 
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before in East-Ang-lia,^ see the action of the local Witan, chap, v, 
and in the distinct inention of the East-Kentish men ^ we 
may see traces of the time when Kent had two Kings, as 
it even now has two Bishops.^ The Danes then went back 
to their ships ; they sailed to their old quarters in Wight, 
and thence ravaged Sussex, Hampshire, and even Berkshire, 
AEthelred seems now to have plucked up a little heart; 
the spirit which had been kindled by the vigorous prepara- 
tions of the last two years had not quite died away. He 
gathered an army from all England^ and placed detach- 
ments at various points along the coast. At one time^ Efforts of 
when the Danes were returning, laden with booty, from frustrated 
one of their plundering expeditions, the King stopped Eadnc. 
the\r way with a large force,, both iEthelred and his people 
having, so we are told, made up their minds to conquer or 
die.^ But, by one of those inexplicable treasons of which 
we have so many in this reign, Eadric dissuaded the King 
from the intended battle,'" and the Danes were allowed to 
go back to their ships unmolested. After Martinmas they November 
took up their winter quarters in the Thames ; they ravaged 
Essex and other parts on both sides of the river, and again 
made several assaults on London. But the old spirit of Vain at- 
the city was as strong as ever ; every attempt of the Danes th^Danea 
was beaten off, to the great loss of the assailants, by the London, 
citizens themselves, seemingly without any further help. 

After Christmas they set out again, and plunged yet January, 

1010 . 

* See above, p. 323. ® “ East-Centingas.” Chron. 

5 That is, if Rochester, with the strange diocese which modern 
arrangements have attached to it, can any longer be looked upon as a 
Kentish bishopric. 

* Elor, 1009. *‘Rex .... multis millibus armatorum instructus, et, 
ut totus erat exercitus, mori vel vincere paratus.’" But the Chronicles 
guarantee only the devotion of the army, not that of its leader. 

® The Chronicles say only “Ac hit wses pa J^uruh Eadric ealdorman 
gelet, swa hit gyt aefre W0es.” Florence describes the meaning of this 
“ letting ; “ Insidiis et perplexis orationibus ne proelium inirenT, sed ea 
vice suos hostes abire permitterent, modis omnibus allaboravit.” 
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THE DANISH CONQUEST OF ENOLAN!). 

further into the heart of the country than they had ever 
ventured before. They crossed the Chiltern hills, reached 
Oxford, and burned the town. They then turned back, as 
if intending another attack on London. They went on 
in two divisions, plundering on both sides of the Thames. 
But hearing that a force was gathered against them in 
London, the northern division crossed the river at Staines. 
They then marched through Surrey back to their ships, and 
passed Lent in repairing them.^ 

In each of these campaigns, if plundering expeditions 
in which no resistance is met with can be called campaigns, 
the ravages of the Danes become wider and more fearful, 
spreading every year over some portion of the land which 
had hitherto remained untouched. And, in the same pro- 
portion, the spirit of the English and their power of re- 
sistance seem to die away. We have now reached a year 
even more frightful than any that went before it, a year 
which seems to have finally crushed England. It is in 
this year that we meet with the last resistance that was 
offered to the invaders during this stage of the war. It 
was not till four years later, when it was too late, that the 
national spirit again awoke after the flight and return of 
iEthelred. After Easter the Danish fleet sailed forth, and 
this time it attacked East-Anglia. They landed near 
Ipswich, at a place called Ringmere. But there a hero 
was waiting for them. In this reign however a hero was 
commonly accompanied by a traitor to thwart his efforts. 
This time Ulfcytel was not taken by surprise; he stood 
ready for them with the whole force of East-Anglia. The 
battle began, and was for a while doubtful ; but before 
long a Thegn of Danish descent, Thurcytel, surnamed 
Marehead, set the example of flight, which was followed 

* One can hardly conceive that the njovements of the Danes were at all 
regnlat^ by Lent and Easter ; yet the language of our authority seeniB to 
imply it. 
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by the whole army, save only the men of Cambridgeshire, chap. v. 
who stood their ground and fought valiantly to the last/ 

The slaughter was great, and, as usual, it fell heavily on 

the chief men, that is doubtless mainly on the comitatns of 

Ulfcytel. There died iEthclstan, a son-in-law of the King,^ 

the noble Thegn Oswig and his son, and Eadwig or Eadwine 

the brother of Eafic, whose murder was recorded eight [looa.] 

years before.^ There too died Wulfric the son of Leofwine 

a man of the stamp of Brihtnoth, at once bountiful to 

ecclesiastical foundations and true to his country in the 

day of battle.^ Through his bounty the great monastery [1004.] 

of Burton had been called into being six years earlier. 

But it is more to our purpose to note that, on the field 
of Bingmere, Wulfric, in noble contrast to the spirit which 
was so rife throughout the land, must have come as a 
volunteer, defending a part of the country which was not 
his immediate home. According to some accounts, he held 
the rank of Ealdorman in one of the shires of north- 
western Mercia, and among his vast possessions, scattered 
over a large part of Mercia and southern Northumberland, 
we find none that could have given him any special 
personal interest in East-Anglian warfare. The Danes 
kept possession of the battle-field; they harried all East- 
Anglia for three weeks ; they burned Thetford and Cam- 
bridge, and then, partly on horseback and partly in their 
ships, returned to the Thames. This second burning of 
Thetford, a town which had already been once burned [1004] 
six years before, shows, like so many other cases in these 
wars, the ease with which, when houses were almost wholly 

^ Chronn. in anno. The Danes are met by “Ulfcytel mid his fyrde.’* 

We then read, “sona flugon East-Engle. pa stod Grantabricseir fsestlice 
ongean.’’ The treason of Thurcytel and the names of the slain also come 
from the Chronicles. Florence adds the name of the place, Ringmere, 
which occurs also in the confused accounts in the Sagas. See Appendix 
HH and TT. 

* See Appendix SS. ^ See above, p. 314. * See Appendix 00 , 
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CHAP. V. built of wood, a town was destroyed and again rebuilt. 
Further After a few days they set out again, ravaged Oxfordshire 
rd\ages. Buckinghamshire, where they had been before, and 

the districts, hitherto seemingly untouched, of Bedford- 
shire and Hertfordshire. The state of things which now 
followed cannot be so well described as in the words of 
State of the the Chronicles. “And when they were gone to their 
ships, then should the force go out eft against them if 
they should land ; then went the force home, and when 
niclers. they were east, then man^ held the force west, and when 
they were at the south, then was our force at the north. 
Then bade man all the Witan to the King, and man then 
should rede how man should guard this land. And 
though man somewhat red, that stood not so much as 
one month. And next was there no headman that 
force would gather, and ilk fled as he most might, and 
next ivonld no shire so rnvch as help oiher,^^'^ A state of 
things like this, where the utter corru])tion of the general 
government paralyses all national action, gives every en- 
couragement to local and personal selfishness. Such selfish- 
ness is at all times rife enough in the ordinary mind. 
In times of any local pestilence or other misfortune, the 
districts which are exempt are often inclined to hug 
themselves in their supposed safety, to be unwilling to 
take any active exertion for the relief of others, or even 


* Man/' according to the familiar German idiom ; it is impostiible 
to modernize the Englinh without it, unless the whole force were to be 
lost. 

* Ileafodman ~ Captain^ like the German Hauptmann. 

^ “And {>onne hi to .scipon ferdon, l)onne sceolde fyrd ut eft ongean ))®t 
hi up woldan ; J)onne ferde seo fyrd ham, and ])onne hi wairon be easton 
}K)nne heold man fyrde be westan, and iKmne In wicron be suJSan, (^onne 
wses ure fyrd be nor'San. ponne bead man eallan witan to cyngo, and man 
Bceolde )K)nne raedan hu man Jjisne eard wcrian sceolde. Ac ))eah mon 
]x)nne hwaet nE<lde, l«et ne atod furtion lenne mona‘5. yEt ncxtan mes nan 
heafodinan {>®t fyrde gaderian wolde, ac ajlc fleah swa ht mapst mihtc, ne 
furCon nan scir nolde o))re gelaistan eet n extan.” 
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to take the needful precautions for their own defence, chap. v. 
And, in the times of which we speak, war of all kinds, 
a Danish invasion, a border war with the Welsh or the 
Scots, was a scourg*e at least not more out of the common 
way than a visitation of cholera or cattle-plague is now. 

That the Danes should be somewhere in the land had 
begun to be taken for granted. Each district had thus 
learned to think only of its own momentary safety, and 
to be careless about everything else. And this would be 
especially the case in a country, like England at that time, 
where the different parts of the kingdom were still very 
imperfectly welded together, where the habit of common 
action was still new and needed the strong arm of an able 
King thoroughly to enforce it. Even in this wretched 
year we may mark three stages of degradation. The first 
expedition met with real resistance, resistance which, had 
not Ulfcytel and Wulfric been betrayed by Thurcytel, 
would probably have been suceessfuL In the second 
stage, though it does not appear that a blow was struck 
after the battle of Hingmere, yet there was at least the 
show of calling out troops against the enemy. But before 
the year was out we hear of a third Danish expedition, 
to which it would seem that not the least shadow of 
resistance was offered. At the end of November the 
enemy set forth again. They now struck deep into the heart 
of the country, going much further from their own ele- 
ment than they had ever been before. They marched Northamp- 
to Northampton, burned the town, and ravaged the November 
neighbourhood. They then struck southwards, ravaged 
Wiltshire, and by midwinter they came back to their 
ships, burning everywhere as they went. Sixteen shires — Extent of 

our authorities stop to reckon them up ' — had now been up%^o thfa * 

time. 

^ The Chronicles and Florence give the names. William of Malmesbury, 
though professing to be at least half an Englisl\man, is too dainty to copy 
the uncouth names of English shires. ** Cum numerentur in Anglia triginta 
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ravaged with fire and sword. Northumberland and the 
western and northern shires of Mercia were still un- 
touched; and the western part of Wessex, which had 
suffered severely in former years, seems to have seen no 
enemy since Swegen^s march from Exeter to Salisbury. 
But the shires of East-Anglia (seemingly reckoned as 
one only), Essex, Middlesex, Hertford, Buckingham, 
Oxford, Bedford, Cambridge, Huntingdon, Northampton, 
Kent, Surrey, Sussex,^ Hampshire, Wiltshire, and Berk- 
shire, had all been more or less harried by the terrible 
Thurkill. The spirit of the nation was now crushed, 
and its means of defence were utterly exhausted. 

The Witan met early in the nei|t year. All notion of 
resistance seems to have been given up, but another attempt 
was made to buy off the enemy An embassy was sent to 
the Danes, and another peace was patched up. The price 
was, of course, again raised, and it now reached forty-eight 
thousand pounds. But such a sum was not at once forth- 
coming, and it was not actually paid for a full year. This 
negotiation seems not to have gained for the country even 
that temporary repose which had been gained by earlier 
payments ; the delay of payment may even have provoked 
the enemy to fresh ravages. At all events, we read that 

duo pagi, ilH sedecim invaserant, quorum nomina propter harbariem 
lingua gcinbere refugio^ (ii. 165.) 

* The Chroniclea reckon Hastings, “ Haestingas,” as distinct from Sussex. 

* Chron. and Flor. Wig. in anno. Thietmar, who, for a time, becomes 
an authority of some value, is amusing in the way in which he brings in 
English affairs (vii. 26, ap. Pertz, iii. 847). “Audivi sajpiua numero, 
Anglos, ab angelica facie, id est pulcra, sive quod in angulo istius terrse siti 
sunt, dictos, ineffabilem miseriam a Sueino, Haraldi hlio, immiti Danorum 
rege, perpessos esse, et ad id coactos, ut qui prius tributarii erant principis 
apostolonim Petri ac sancti patris eorum Gregorii spirituales hlii, immundis 
canibus impositum sibi censura quotannis solverent, et raaximam regni 
suimet partem, capto ac interemto habitatore, tunc hosti fiducialiter in 
habitandam inviti relinquerent.” This last clause reads more like a 
description of the settlement of Guthrum than of anything that happened 
in Bwegen^s time. 
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they went on harrying the land just as before. And the chap, v. 
Chronicles may well say that all these evils came upon the 
land through lack of counsel,' when we find how iEthelred 
andEadric employed any momentary respite that the nominal 
peace may have given them. It is the old story of eleven [looo.] 
years before, when ^thelred wasted such time and strength 
as he had left in a needless, and probably unjust, attack 
upon his Cumbrian vassal. So now Eadric and his master Eadric 
picked out this time, of all others, for an expedition into Wales, and 
Wales. We are not told what special offence the Welsh 
princes had given just at this moment. Border skirmishes David’s, 
were no doubt always going on along the Mercian frontier ; 
but the present expe^tion was clearly something much 
more serious, and it must have had a special cause. It is 
a highly probable conjecture ^ that, just as in the case of 
Malcolm, the wrath of the English over-lord was aroused 
by a refusal on the part of the Welsh princes to contribute 
to the Danegeld. The expedition, at all events, made a deep 
impression on the Welsh, as it is the only warfare with 
England which their national chroniclers think worthy of 
record for many years before and afterwards.^ An English 
army entered South Wales, under the command of Eadric, 
who, as Ealdorman of the Mercians, would be the natural 
commander. With him was joined in command another 
Englishman, whose name is too hopelessly disfigured in the 
Welsh accounts to be recovered.^ They marched through 

^ ‘*Ealle J?as ungeseal?Ja us gelumpon ))urh unroedes'' Is there an 
allusion to the name of ^thelrcd, and is this the origin of his nickname of 
Unready^ See above, p. 261. 

^ It is suggested by Lappenberg, ii. 175. 

^ The last entry is in 991 (see above, p. 284). The next is in 1033. Yet 
these Chronicles are rather lavish than otherwise of notices of English affairs. 

* Brut y Tywysogion, loi i . “ One year and one thousand and ten was the 
year of Christ, when Menevia was devastated by the Saxons, to wit, by Entris 
and XJbis.” Annales Camb. 1012. “ Menevia a Saxonibus vastata est, scilicet 
Edris etUbis.” Ann. Menevenses, loi i (Angl.Sacr. ii. 648). “ Menevia vasta- 
tur a Saxonibus, scilicet Edrich et Umbrich.” Here at last we get Eadiic’s 
right name ; who Ubis or Umbrich may have been it is vain to guess. 
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the whole of South Wales, as far as that remote bisho2)rjc 
whither Saint David had fled from the face of man. There 
they plundered whatever rude forerunners already stood 
on the site of the most striking* group of buildings in 
Britain. A force which was able to accomplish such a 
march must have been equally able to do some real service 
against the Danes ; but against them not a blow seems to 
have been struck. 

But later in the year, in September, a fearful blow 
indeed was struck on the other side. Perhaps it was not 
more fearful, there is some reason to believe that it was 
in itself less so, than some other events of this dreadful 
war ; but it is clothed with special imi^ortance on account 
of the rank and character of a single sufferer. The Danes 
now again besieged Canterbury,^ and on the twentieth day 
the city was betrayed to them by a traitorous churchman, 
one iElfmaer, whose life had been saved by Archbishoj) 
iElfheah on some unrecorded occasion. The Danes seem 
on this occasion to have been in an unusually merciful 
mood. This was most likely owing to the influence of 
Thurkill, who, if he had not already embraced Chris- 
tianity, certainly did so soon afterwards. The most au- 
thentic accounts distinctly exclude any general massacre, 
though the later narratives give us a harrowing picture 
of slaughter and torture, worked in doubtless from the 
stock accounts of Danish barbarities elsewhere. That the 
metropolitan church was sacked and burned is a matter 
of course for which we hardly need any evidence. The 
number of captives was untold ; the rich would doubtless 
be ransomed, and the rest sold for slaves. iElfmair, the 
Abbot of Saint Augustine’s, was, for some unexplained 
reason, allowed to escape. But iElfweard the King’s reeve, 
Leofrune, Abbess of Saint Mildthryth’s monastery inCanter- 

‘ On the siege of Canterbury and martyrdom of iElfheah, see Appendix 
PP. 
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bury, and Godwine, Bishoj) of Ilochester,^ were all carried chap. v. 
away. And with them was another captive^ whose name Captivity 
has made the capture of Canterbury to stand out more 
conspicuously than most of the events of this age, A5lf heah, 

Primate of all England. 

^Ifheah was a man of noble birth^ who, according to Life of 
the standard of piety recognized by his age, had early in 
life forsaken, not only his paternal estate, but his widowed 
mother, in order to become a monk. At Deerhiirst, at 
Bath, perhaps at Glastonbury, he strove after all monastic 
perfection. According to some reports, he was first Prior 
of one of the two great monasteries of Somerset, and after- 
wards Abbot of the other.^ But it is more certain that Bisliop of 
he was advanced to the bishopric of Winchester, by the tester, 
special favour of Dunstan, at a comparatively early age. 

A few years before the present time he had, as we have Arch- 
seen, been raised to the metropolitan throne. The Arch- cant'er-^^ 
bishop was now led away captive by the Danes. According 
to the most trustworthy account, he at first promised 
them a ransom, in expectation of which they kept him 
seven months in their ships. Meanwhile, not only the 
ransom of iElfheah, but the general ransom of all 
England remained unpaid. The forty-eight thousand 
pounds, the price of the pretended peace, was still 
owing. To settle this debt, Ealdorman Eadric — the King Witena- 
is not named — and the other Witan met in full Gemot. London,^ 

The Danes meanwhile lay in the Thames near Greenwich, faster 

(April 13), 
1012. 

' The signatures of Godwine of Rochester seem to extend from 995 to 
1046. Professor Stubbs (Reg. Sac. Angl. 17, 18) seems uncertain whether 
they belong to one man or two. The famous Odo held the see of Bayeux 
for as long a time. 

^ Will. Malms, ii. 184. But see Wharton’s note to Osbem, Anglia 
Sacra, ii. 124. ^Ifheah’s sojourn at Glastonbury seems doubtful. He 
was a monk at Bath, and he probably was Abbot there. (Flor. Wig. 984.) 

It should be remembered that Bath was then an independent abbey. 

See vol. iv. p. 421. 

® See Appendix PP. 
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CHAV V. Ou the Satunhiy after lutster the Danen Ke(‘fii to hav(* held 
some kind of festivnl, at which they ffuf ytry dnirik on 
wine lately brought from the youth. This was no d(ni})t 
one fruit of that commerce between the Danes and the 
Norman ports which Duke Eichard and his people found 
so profitable. The Normans exchaiig-ed the wines of 
Aquitaine for the tribute-money or the slaves of England. 
The Danes in their drunkenness now called on iElfheah 
for the payment of the promised ransom. lie refused ; he 
would pay nothing; be had sinned in promising to pay; 

]SIurder of no One should give anything for his life ; he offered him- 

.'Elfheah. . . 

April 19th, self to them to deal with him as they ))leased. They then 
dragged the Archbishop to their hasting or place of as- 
sembly. Thurkill tried to save him, offering gold and 
silver, anything save his ship only, to save the holy man^s 
life. But the rest would not hearken, and they began to 
pelt the Archbishop with stones, ‘logs of wood, and the 
bones and skulls of oxen,^ the remains of their late feast. 

At last one Thrim, whom iElfheah had converted and whom 
he had confirmed the day before, moved by a feeling of 
pity, clave his head with his battle-axe. The conduct of the 
Danes both before and afterwards shows that this attack 
on the Archbishop was a mere sudden outbreak, caused 
half by drunkenness, half by wrath at the Archbishop’s 
failure to make the promised payment. Thurkill had not 
been able to save the Archbishop’s life, but it must have 
been owing to his influence, and to that of any other con- 
verts whom iElfheah had made, that the body was allowed 
to be taken to London with all reverence. It was there 
received by two Bishops, AElfhun of London and Eadnoth 
of Dorchester, and was buried in Saint Paul’s minster. 

We shall read later in our story how the claim of iElfheah 

* Pelting people with bones at dinner seems to have been an established 
Danish custom. It is allowed as the punishment of certain lesser offences 
by Cnut's Witherlags Ret.” Swegen Aggesson, ap. Langebek, iii. 148. 

See alftO a mythical story in Saxo, 1 15. 
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to the title of martyr was afterwards disputed by his foreign 
successor Lanfranc. But the honours paid to the English 
Archbishop were strongly defended by the more generous 
Anselm, on the ground that, though jElfheah did not die 
for any point of Christian belief, yet he died for Christian 
justice and charity, as refusing to plunder his people in 
order to obtain a ransom for himself.^ ^Ifheah is not the 
only one in the list of our ancient martyrs whose technical 
claim to the honours of martyrdom may fairly be doubted. 
As in the case of the young King Eadward, the name was 
freely bestowed on any good man who died by an un- 
righteous death. According to the most trustworthy 
narrative, -dilfheah, however innocently^ brought his death 
upon himself, by making a promise and then failing to 
perform it. Hagiographers have of course surrounded him 
with a halo of sanctity and miracle, and they have clearly 
exaggerated the evil deeds of his destroyers. But, putting 
all exaggerations aside, it is easy to see in ^Elfheah a 
thoroughly good and Christian man, one of those men of 
simple^ straightforward, benevolent, earnestness, of whom 
the English Church in that age produced many. He was 
undoubtedly a saint, and it seems hard to refuse him the 
title of martyr. He had at least as good a right to it as 
many martyrs of earlier times, who brought on themselves 
a death which they might have avoided by provoking or 
challenging their heathen enemies. 

Soon after the Archbishop’s murder, the forty-eight 
thousand pounds, the ransom of England, was paid, oaths 
were sworn, and the Danish fleet dispersed. But Thurkill, 
whose whole conduct had shown a distinct leaning to 
Christianity, now entered the English service.^ As we 
afterwards find him a zealous Christian, he was doubtless 
baptized now, if he had not been already baptized by 
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' See vol. iv. p. 442. 

2 On Thurkill’s conduct, see Appendix NN. 
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CHAV. V. iElfheah. He brought with him forty-five ships, the ^ 
crews of which were to receive food and clothing from the 
King, and they engaged in return to defend England 
against every enemy. 

Character Thurkill is a character of much interest, as ho in 
’ many points resembles, on a smaller scale, his wonderful 
countryman Cnut. lie came to England on an errand of 
destruction, and he was gradually won over to be the 
stoutest defender of the land which he came to ravage. 

He was not a mere Pallig,^ to accept English wealth and 
honours, and then to go over to the enemy at the first 
opportunity. When he swore oaths to iEthclred, he 
honestly devoted himself to the master whose bread he 
ate. He fought valiantly for England, and his ships for 
a while were the only refuge where the native King of 
the English could find shelter. If we find him at a later 
time once more on the Danish side, it was probably not 
till death had set him free from all personal ties to his 
first master, certainly not till English Ealdormen had set 
him the example of acknowledging the foreign King. 

SwegeiVs It would seem that Thurkill’s change of side hastened the 
Iton^of * last act of this stage of the Danish invasions. We have 
Lj]|y^mr3 heard anything of Swegen personally for nine 

years. He had meanwhile been busily engaged in warfare 
nearer home ; but as regards England, he clearly was only 
biding his time. On the one hand, the country was 
thoroughly weakened and disheartened, and seemed to 
stand ready for him to take possession. On the other hand, 
as far as material help went, England had gained greatly 
by the accession of the valiant Thurkill and his followers. 

To chastise Thurkill, at least to guard against the possible 
consequences of his conduct, seems to have been the 


^ See above, pp. 308-309. 
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immediate occasion of Swegen^s last and greatest invasion.^ chap. v. 
But this motive can have done little more than hasten 
a purpose which was already fully determined. Swegen 
had no doubt long resolved on the complete conquest of 
England ; but he may well have seen that ThurkilFs new 
position rendered his owm presence immediately necessary, 
lest his schemes should be supplanted by the establishment 
of a rival Danish dynasty in the country. However this 
may be, Swegen set forth, accompanied by his son Cnut, 
afterwards so famous, and reached England in J uly. The Magnifi- 
magnificence of his fleet is described in the most glowing Swegen’s 
colours.^ There is no doubt that, savages as they appear 
in warfare, the Northern nations of that age had made 
no small progress in many of the arts. The fact is 
fully proved by the antiquities of that time and of 
earlier times which still remain. And the adornment 
of the ships which were so dear to the heart of every 
Northern warrior^ was a favourite form of splendour.^ 

There may doxxbtless be some exaggeration, but there is 
also doubtless a certain measure of truth, in the account of 
Swegen’s splendid fleet, of the birds and dragons on the 
tops of the masts which showed the way of the wind, of 
the figures of men and animals in gold, silver, and amber, 
which formed the signs of the ships, the lions, the bulls, 
the dolphins, and, what we should hardly have looked for, 
the centaurs. With this fleet, armed with the whole force 
of Denmark, Swegen crossed the sea, and came first to 
Sandwich. He then changed his course, and sailed to Swegen 
the mouth of the Humber, to a country among whose Humber!^^^ 


^ See Encomium Emmse, i. 2, and Appendix NN. 

® Encomium Emmae, i. 4. 

® Compare the saying of Thurkill just before ; he will give any quantity 
of gold and silver, anything except his sJdp, to redeem the life of uElfheah. 

* Compare the description of the splendid ship given by Godwine to 
Harthacnut, Flor. Wig. 1040. Archbishop ^Ifric also leaves King .dEthel- 
red his best ship with its accoutrements. Cod. Dipl, hi, 351. 
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population the Danish element was large. The work of 
so many valiant Kings, of Eadward, of ^thelstan, of 
Eadmund, was undone in a moment. The North of Eng- 
land was again severed from the West-Saxon monarchy. 
The Danish King sailed up the Trent, he pitched his camp 
at Gainsborough, and all the country on the Danish side 
of Watling-street submitted without resistance. Embas- 
sies came in from all parts of the North. The North- 
humbrians first submitted under their Earl Uhtred, the 
King’s son-in-law. We have seen him acting vigorously 
before,^ and we shall see him acting vigorously again ; but 
just now he did nothing to check the panic, even if he was 
not the first to be carried away by it.^ Next came the 
men of Lindesey, and, somewhat later, the men of the 
Five Boroughs. The conquest of that famous confederacy 
had been reckoned among the most renowned exploits of 
Eadward and of Eadmund ; ^ but their mention now shows 
that they must still have kept up some measure of independ- 
ence and of connexion with each other. Before long, all the 
population north-east of Watling-street had acknowledged 
Swegen. From all these districts he took hostages, whom 
he entrusted to his son Cnut, who was left in command of 
the fleet. He also demanded horses and food for his army, 
and, more than this, the contingents of the shires which 
had submitted had to follow him, willingly or unwillingly, 
in his onward march.^ With this force he then crossed 
Watling-street, and struck south-west, into the strictly 


* See above, p. 329. 

* He “soon” (sona) submittctl, say the (‘hronicle.s ; “sine cimctatione ” 

Bays Florence. William of Malmesbury (ii. 1 76) makes the most of it ; 
"Non quod in illorum meiitibus genuinus ille calor, et dominorum im- 
patiens, refriguerit, sed quod princeps eorum IJhtredua primus exemplum 
dederit.” * See above, p. 62. 

* “Sibi lectos auxiliarioH de deditls Bumens,’' says Florence. This seems 
also implied in the words of the Chronicles ; " And he J)a wende sy'^^San 
Bu'Sweard mid fulre fyrde** Fyrd menna the legal military array of an 
English district ; the Danish army is always here. 
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English districts of Mercia, into the one part of England chap. v. 
which had as yet escaped ravage, some districts of which l»omble 
could hardly have seen war since the days of jElfred. The 
distinction between the Danish and English districts was 
clearly marked in his treatment of the two. Hitherto we 
have heard of no ravages ; but, when he was once within 
the purely English border,' his cruelties became fearful, 
and they were carried on in the most systematic way. 

He “ wrought the most evil that any host might do ; ’’ 
he is even charged with directly ordering, as his rule of 
warfare,'^ the ravage of fields, the burning of towns, the 
robbery of churches, the slaughter of men, and the rape of 
women. In this fashion he passed through the country Submission 
to Oxford, which had already risen from its ashes. The 
town was saved by speedily submitting and giving host- Chester, 
ages. Winchester itself did the like. Swegen then 
miarchod upon London ; but here his fortune was very Swegen 
different. He had to encounter not only a valiant re- from Lon- 
sistance, but also ill luck of a different kind.’^ Many of'^*'''* 
his men, unable to find either ford or bridge, were drowned 
in the Thames. At last he assaulted the city. But the 
heart of the citizens was as strong as when they beat off [994.] 
both Swegen and Olaf Tryggvesson nineteen years before. 

The presence of King ^thelred within the city was not 
likely to add much to the vigour of the defence,'^ but the 

^ The Chronicles distinctly mark the geographical limit of his ravages; 

And syS'San he com ofer Waetlinga straete, hi wrohtoii Jjaet mseste yfel he 
aenig here don mihte.” 

2 Flor. Wig. “ Suis edictum posuit, videlicet, ut agros vastarent,” &c. 

3 William of Malmesbury (ii. 1 77), in the middle of his confused narrative 
of this reign, lavishes a vast amount of fine writing on tliis siege of London. 

The drowning of the Danes in the Thames is attributed to the valour of the 
citizens, with which it clearly had nothing to do. His character of the 
Londoners does not badly describe that of tlie English generally; ^'Lau- 
dandi prorsus viri, et quos Mars ipse collata non sperneret hasta, si ducem 
habuisseut.” But the Londoners had a leader, only William throughout 
refuses to name any honourable act of Thurkill. 

* Florence ventures to say, ^^^Ethelredus . . . muros viriliter defendit.” 
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brave Dane Thurkill was there, faithfully clischarg*ing* the 
duties of his new service. For the fourth time during^ this 
reign, the invaders were beaten back from the walls ot 
the great merchant city, the only resistance that Swegen 
seems to have met with during this fearful march. He 
then turned back into Wessex, first to Wallingford, then 
to Bath, destroying in his former fashion as he went. 
At Bath the terrible drama was brought to an end. 
iEthelmaer, Eaklorman of Devonshire, with all the thegns 
of the West, came to him, submitted, and gave hostages. 
Putting the language of the difierent accounts together, 
there can be little doubt that this was, or professed to be, 
a formal act of the Witan of Wessex, deposing ^thelred 
and raising Swegen to the throne. Northumberland had 
already acknowledged him ; and, considering that Swegen 
brought the contingents of the North of England with 
him, it is possible that there may have even been enough 
of the chief men of difierent parts of the kingdom present 
to give the assembly something like the air of a general 
Witenagemot. An election of Swegen was of course an 
election under duresse in its very harshest shape, and 
would in no way express the real wishes of the electors. 
But that some approach to the usual legal formalities were 
gone through seems implied in the significant way in 
which we are told that Swegen was now looked upon 
as “full King” by the whole people.^ Whether he was 
crowned is a much more doubtful matter; the nominal 
religion of Swegen at this moment is a great problem, 
and we may doubt whether, if the apostate sought the 
Christian rite, any prelate would have been found to admit 
him to it. But that Sw^egen was acknowledged as King 
is perfectly plain. He now w’ent northward to his fleet, 
seemingly fi)r the purpose of attacking by sea the one city 
which still held out. But now the spirit even of the 


* See Appendix QQ. 
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Londoners at last gave way; out of sheer fear of the chap. v. 
threatened cruelty of the new Kin^. they submitted and London 
gave hostages. By a strange turning about of events,^ 
all England was now in the hands of Swegen, while the 
cause of ^thelred was still maintained by Thurkill and 
the Danish fleet in the Thames. The monarchy of Cerdic ^:thelred 
was now confined to the decks of forty-five Scandinavian 
war-ships. The fleet still lay at Greenwich^ the scene 
the martyrdom of ^Ifheah. Thither, immediately after 
the submission of London^ ^thelred and Thurkill betook 
themselves. The Lady Emma went, over to her brother Emma and 
in Normandy, in company with iElfsige, Abbot of Peter- 
borough, and she was presently followed by her two young 
sons, the iEthelings Eadward and jElfred, with their tutor 1013. 
iElfhun, Bishop of London.^ iEthelred himself stayed 
some time longer with the fleet, but at midwinter he went 
to the Isle of Wight, the old Danish quarters, which the 
adhesion of the Danish fleet now made the only part of 
his lost realm accessible to the English King.^ He there 

* Compare Thucydides’ comment (iv. 12 ) on the battle at Pylos, where 
the natural parts of the Lacedamonians and the Athenians were reversed 
in the like way; es Tovr6 t€ v^pUarri 7 ) *A9r]vaiovs fx\v Ik ■ 777 s re 

Kox ravTTjs AaKCoyiKrjs dp.vi'faOai Ikuvovs €mir\4oyTas, AoK^dai/noyiovs de €K 
v€wv T€ KQi h T^v kavTouv rro\€fxiav ovcav Itr* *AOrjvaiovs dtro^aivuv, 

^ The Chronicles distinctly make Emma and lier sons go at two different 
times, and they rather imply that Emma went of her own accord. “ Seo 
hl(efdi<je wende ]}a ofer sx to hire bro'Sor Kicarde and ^Ifsige abbod of 
Burh mid hire ; and se cyning sende ^Ifun bisceop mid J»am se'Selingum 
Eadwearde and ..Elfrede ofer sze.” Florence and William mix up the two 
things together, but this trait in Emma’s character should not be forgotten. 

^ William of Malmesbury (ii. 177), seemingly to avoid naming Thurkill, 
confuses everything. He makes ^thelred fly secretly from London to 
Southampton, and thence to the Isle of Wight. He there holds a synod 
of Bishops and Abbots (see Appendix 00), makes a long speech to them, 
and sends Emma and the children across. Boger of Wendover tells the 
same story, oidy without mentioning the Bishops. William of Jumibges 
(v. 7) lias a romance about ^thelred bringing over some hidden treasures 
which he kept concealed at Winchester. He fancies that .dEthelred was 
living there, whereas the city was in the power of Swegen. William, by 
this secret flight of iEthelred, at least avoids this absurdity. 
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kept the feast of Christmas, and in January he joined 
his wife and his young children in Normandy, where his 
brother-in-law Duke Richard could hardly refuse him an 
honourable welcome. We seem to be reading the history 
of James the Second before its time. Eadric, according to 
some accounts,^ had already gone over with the Lady. 
Of /Ethelred^s sons by his first marriage, the gallant 
^thelings ^thelstan and Eadwig and their glorious 
brother Eadmund, we hear nothing. As far as we can 
sec, Swegen was the one acknowledged King over the 
whole realm. If the Wcst-Saxon banner was anywhere 
displayed, it could have been only on the masts of Thurkill 
and his sea-rovers. During the whole winter, Swegen on 
his side, and Thurkill on his, levied contributions and 
ravaged the land at pleasure.- 


5 . From (he Conrjne.st of Fuf/Jand (jjj Sioegen to the 
Death of Jitheleeit. 1013-1016. 

This conquest of England by Swegen forms an im- 
portant stage in our history. It was, for the moment at 
lea«t, the completion of the Danish invasions in their 
third and final shape of actual Danish conqiK'st. And it 
was more than this. The Daiii>h conquest l>y Swegen 
was, so to speak, the precedent for the Norman Con([uest 
by William. Swegen’s own possession of England was 
indeed but momentary ; but he at least held the king- 
dom as long as he lived, and he handed on his mission 
to his son. The result of Swegen’s invasion showed that 
the crown of England, of England so lately united into 

* Roger of Wendover gemlH him across with a hundred and forty 
‘^militeH." For a minute and highly-coloured version of the whole story, 
see Mr. St. John, ii. 34. 

* Chron. 1013 pa bea/l Swegen ful gyld and metHunge to hts here 
?S6ne winter, and purkyl bea<l jnet ylce to iSam here l>c h'Og a;t Grenawic, 
and for eallon J>ain hi heregodon swa oft swa hi woldon.” 
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a sing'le kingdom, could be transferred by the event of chxVp. v. 
war from the brow of a native sovereign to that of a 
foreign invader. It was Swegen’s conquest which made 
the conquests both of Cnut and of William possible. 

Cnut’s conquest was of course only the completion of 
Swegen’s. It was Swegen who conceived the idea, and 
who actually for the first time carried it out. That idea Distinction 
was something very different from anything which had Swe^eT’s 
been set before the eyes of any earlier Scandinavian in- 
vader. Hitherto England had been largely ravaged, and earlier 

• 1 -r» i Danish 

had even been partly occupied, iiut mere ravages were invasions, 
in their own nature temporary; and the Danes who had 
settled in England had been gradually brought into a 
greater or less degree of submission to the English King, 
into a greater or less degree of amalgamation with the Eng- 
lish people. The third stage of the Danish wars, that which 
had now for a moment accomplished its object, aimed at 
something of quite another kind. It sought, as I have 
before shovvn,^ not merely to ravage or even to occupy, 
but to transfer the crown of all England, the rule of all 
its inhabitants, English and Danish alike, into the hands 
of the King of all Denmark. This object Swegen had 
now accomplished. Succeeding events indeed called for 
the work to be. done over again by his son Cnut. But 
the example was set ; the establishment of a foreign King 
in England, his willing or unwilling acknowledgement by 
the English nation, were things which had now become 
familiar. What Swegen had done Cnut might do, and 
what Cnut had done William might do. Swegen now. Circa m- 
like William afterwards, was singularly favoured by for- favou^of 
tune. But the good luck of the two invaders took quite Swegen, 
different shapes. Swegen found an incapable prince on 
the throne, under whom no effective resistance was possible. 

He was thus able to wear ouf the strength and spirit of 
^ See abov^*, pp. 44, 162, 268. 
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the nation by a series of successful, though partial, attacks. 
He was thus able, at the end of a long series of years, 
to obtain possession of the whole land without ever having 
put his forces to the risk of a decisive engagement. 
William found a hero on the throne; he had therefore, at 
the very beginning, to stake all his chances on a single 
battle. But in that single battle England lost her hero, 
and with him she lost her hope. Swegen and William 
were thus ecpially lucky, but William ran a far more 
terrible hazard. Swegen is apt to be forgotten in a 
cursory view of English lustory, because he is over- 
shadowed hy the fame of his son. But Swegen was no 
ordinary man. If greatness consists in mere skill and 
stedfastness in carrying out an object, without regard to 
the moral character of that object, he may even be called 
a great man.^ Ilis purpose was doubtless fixed from the 
beginning ; but he knew how to bide his time, how to 
mark and to seize his opportunities. Of that species of 
glory which is WT>n by steady and skilful destruction 
of one’s fellow-creatures, the glory of an Attila or a 
Buonaparte, the first Danish conijueror of England is 
entitled to a large share. Of the high and generous 
purposes which w'ell nigh justify the ambition of Alex- 
ander and of Charles, even of that higher craft of the 
ruler which goes some way to redeem the crimes of the 
Norman Concpieror, we see no trace in his career. lie 
was so constantly occupiefl in aggressive warfare that he 
had hardly time to show himself as a beneficent prince, 
even in his native kingdom, and in England, if he had 
the will, he never had the opportunity, of showing himself 
in any light but that of a barbarian destroyer. 

Swegen then was King — or, as the national writers 

* The epithet of Great however, in Danish annals, belongs not to him bnt 
to his grandson Swegen Estrithson. CThron. Koskild. ap. Langebek, i. 378. 
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prefer to call him, Tyrant^ — over all England. But it chap. v. 
was only for a very short time that he enjoyed his ill- Death of 

. . PI* Sweden. 

gotten dominion. Early in the year after his conquest, February 
about the feast of Candlemas, he died at Gainsborougli. 

The Danish writers bear witness to the Christianity of 
his later years. During one of his seasons of adversity, His 
he was won back again to the faith from which he had 
apostatized; he became a zealous believer, a founder of 
churches and bishoprics. But the German and English 
writers seem to know nothing of his piety or of his re- 
conversion, unless indeed the denial of the claims of one 
particular Christian saint can be held to be evidence of 
Christian belief in general. That denial, we are told. Legend of 
was punished by a strange and horrible death. For such Swegen. 
an enemy as Swegen could hardly be allowed to go out 
of the world without some accompaniment of wonder 
and miracle. For once the discreetest of our Latin 
chroniclers opens his pages for the reception of a legend. 

Swegen, he tells us, had a special hatred for the martyred 
King Saint Eadmund, the famous victim of Danish cruelty 870. 
at an earlier time. He denied him all power and holiness ; 
he demanded a heavy tribute from his renowned minster ; 
he threatened, if it were not paid, to burn the town and 
the townsfolk, to destroy the minster, and to put the 
clergy^ to death by torture. All this is likely enough ; 
we can well believe that Swegen did thus threaten the 
church of Saint Eadmund, and that he died suddenly 
while preparing to set out to carry out his threats. The 
special reverence which Swegen^s son Cnut showed to Saint 
Eadmund almost amounts to a proof that his father was 
held to have specially sinned against that martyr. Swegen 
had held an assembly of some kind which most likely 

^ See Appendix QQ. 

* ''Clericos,” says Florence; for Saint Eadmund’s was then held by 
secular priests. It was Cnut who first placed monks there. 
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CHAP. V. passed for a Witcnag'emot of his new realm. ^ He was 
on his liorsCj at the head of his army, seeming‘ly on the 
point of beginning his march from Gainsborough to the 
threatened minster. He then saw, visible to his eyes 
only, the holy King of the East-Angles coming against 
him in full liarness and with a spear in his hand. 
“ Help,” he cried, “ fellow-soldiers. Saint Eadmimd is 
coming to slay me.” The saint then ran him through 
with his spear, and the tyrant fell from his horse, and 
died the same night in horrible torments.^ This is a 
legend of the simplest class. If Swegen died just as he 
was about to wreak his sacrilegious wrath on Saint Ead- 
mund’s minster, his sudden death would naturally be 
attributed to the vengeance of Saint Eadmund. The 
details of the legend are nothing more than a poetical 
way of expressing this supposed fact. Swegen thus ended 
his days ; ^ as to the fate of his soul our authorities differ 
widely But the body of the departed tyrant is said to 
to Den- have been taken to Denmark, and buried at Roskild, so 
mark. place of Coronation and burial of the Danish 

Kings. 

By the death of Swegen his two kingdoms of Denmark 
and England became vacant. In Denmark he was suc- 
ceeded by hi.s son Harold, a prince whose name has passed 
altogether out of English, and almost out of Danish, 
historv'. His reign was short ; we are told that he was 
deposed by his subjects on account of his sloth and 

* Florence calls it ‘^generalo placituni,” the same name which he applies 
to the “ mycel gem( 5 t,” the ** magnum placitum,” of the next year. 

* "‘Magno cruciatus tormento, tertio norms Februarii iniserabili morte 
vitam finivit.” 

* “Swegen geendode his d^as," gays the C'hroniclo, not a very usual 
expression. It is ajjjdicd two years afterwards to yliltholrod, and, long 
before, under 946, to the first Kadmund. 

* “Anirnam remittendo coelestihus/' says the Encomiast (i. 5); “diro 
corporis cruciatu ad tartara transmissus,” says Roger of Wendover (i. 449)* 
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luxury.’ But that he, and not Cnut, was in alhtual pos- chap. v. 


session of the Danish crown for some time after their Swegen 

succeeded 

father s death there seems no reason to doubt. As for in Den- 
the English crown, the crews of the Danish fleet assumed Harold. 


the right of disposing of it, and elected Swegen’s other 

son Cnut, who was present at Gainsborough. This prince, election in 


afterwards so famous, was now a stripling of about nine- * 

teen,^ and the English^ who had bowed to his father, had chosen by 
no mind to bow to him without a struggle. The Witan, fleet. 


clerical and lay, assembled in due form, and voted, 

the election of one of the J^thelings, but the restoration decree the 


of iEthelred. The words of the formal documents ex- 
changed between the Witan and the absent King peep 
out in the language of the Chronicles. They sent to 
say that no lord could be dearer to them than their 
cyne-hlaford — their lord by birth — if he would only rule 
them more righteously than he did before.^ ^thelred 
then sent over ambassadors, accompanied by young Ead- 


ward, his son by Emma— the nobler offspring of his 

first marriage are again unnoticed. He promised by Inter- 

their mouths to be good lord to his people, to amend all mee^gef 

that had been wrong in his former reiern, to forgive all 
, , . . . ® .^thelred 

that had been said and done against him, if only they the 

would be faithful and obedient to him. Another version 


adds the very important engagement that he would 


^ The Encomiast (i. 3 et al.) has more to teU of Harold than other writers. 
He makes Harold the younger brother, which seems odd. Harold is not 
mentioned by S.axo, but his name is found in the Danish chronicles. 
According to the Chronicle of Eric (Lang, i. 159), the Danes deposed Harold 
and elected Cnut, then deposed Cnut, on account of his frequent absences 
from Denmark, and restored Harold, on whose death Cnut finally succeeded. 
In the Knytlinga Saga, c. 8, Harold dies before Swegen. 

2 The Knytlinga Saga seems (Johnstone, loi) to make him only ten 
years old in 1008 ; but nothing can be made of its chronology. 

Chron. And cwaedon ))at him nan hlaford leofra nsere J)onne heora 
gecynda hlaford [in the Canterbury Chronicle cyne^hlafordl gif he hi 
rihtlicor healdan wolde jionne he «er dyde.” 
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CHAP. V. submit ififall thing’s to the advice of his Witan.* Promises 
were thus exchanged on both sides ; ^thelred was again 
Outlawry acknowledged, and a decree was passed proclaiming every 
ish^K^gs. Danish King an outlaw from England.^ The expression 
Import of is singular, unless we look at it in connexion with the 
actual acknowledgement of Swegeii as King. We can 
hardly conceive a proclamation of outlawry against a 
foreign invader, if he were a mere foreign invader and 
nothing else. But if we look on Cnut as a son of the 
late King and a candidate for the crown, his outlawry 
by the opposing party is natural enough. Nor is all 
this a mere legal subtlety. Cnut then, like William 
afterwards, was fully aware of the advantage of getting, 
as far as he could, every legal form on his side. 

JEthelred’s In the course of Lent iEthelrcd came back to England, and 
with a joyful welcome in London. It was most likely 
Lent, 1014. ^ Gemot held on his return that the King and his Witan 

passed the laws which bear the date of this year.*'^ They 
relate mainly to ecclesiastical matters, but they contain 
the same pious and patriotic resolutions as the codes of 
former years, and they also contain some clauses of a 
special and remarkable kind. They expressly approve the 
conduct of certain earlier assemblies, held under ililthelstan, 
niufttration Eadmund, and Eadgar, which dealt with ecclesiastical and 
temporal affairs conjointly, and they seem to deplore a sei)a- 
Chiirchand between the two branches of lej^islation which had 

taken place in some later assemblies.'* It is not very easy to 

* Flor. Wig. 1014. PromittonH ae . . . in omnibus corum voluntati con- 
senaurum consiliia acquieturum." 

^ Florence says only, ^^Principes so non araplius Danicum regcm 
admiiwuros in Angliam unanimiter spoponderunt.” But the Chronicles 
say expressly, “aefre aelcne Deniscne cyning utlah of Englalande gec- 
wcedon.” 

^ Thorpe, i. 340; ►Schmid, p. 242. 

* §§ 36, 37, 38. “And wise w^an worold-witan J>e t6 god-cundan 
rihtlagan worold-laga aettan, folce t6 ste6re, and Crist and cyninge gerihtan 
fa bdte, far man swa scolde manega for ne6de gewildan t6 ribte.” 
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understand the grounds of this complaint, as in most of chap. v. 
the earlier statutes of iEthelrcd’s reign we certainly find 
both classes of subjects dealt with. But, whatever was 
the immediate ground of censure, the expression is remark- 
able, as illustrating a whole class of feelings which were 
peculiarly strong in that age, and which afterwards lost 
much of their power. Under our native Kings the Church Identifica- 
and the nation were far more truly one than they were at church and 
any time after the Norman Conquest. The nation was 
deeply religious ; the Church was deeply national. The Norman 
same assemblies and tribunals dealt alike with ecclesiastical 
and with temporal affairs, witliout the least idea that either 
power had thrust itself into the proper province of the 
other. Bishops and Ealdormen were appointed and de- 
posed by the same authority; they sat side by side to 
judge and to legislate on matters which, after the Norman 
Conquest, would have been discussed in distinct assemblies. 

The laws of this year again proclaim that one God and one 
King is to be loved and obeyed, that heathenism and 
treason are alike to be eschewed ; that all moral duties are 
to be discharged by one countryman to another. Such is 
the general summary of the last recorded legislation of 
^thelred, conceived in exactly the same tone as the laws 
of earlier assemblies. 

The spirit which breathes in the decrees of the assembly 
breathes also in a remarkable specimen of the pious ora- 
tory of the age, namely the famous address of Archbishop 
Wulfstan to the English nation.^ Somewhat of exaggera- 
tion is always to be looked for in compositions of this 
kind, but, after making all allowances, we find a frightful 

“Ac on \>im. gemotan, peah r^dlice wur'San on namcQSan stowan, apfter 
Eadgares lif-dagum, Cristes lage wanodan, and cyninges lage lytledon.^* 

“And J)a man getw^mde, pset xr w»s gem»ne Criste and cyninge on 
woroldltcre ste 6 re, and a hit weor^ pe wyrse for Gode and for worlde ; cume 
nG to b 6 te, gif hit God wille.” Cf. § 43 , where the three Kings are named. 

‘ Printed in Hickes’ Thesaurus, vol. i. pt. iii. p. 99 . Sqo Appendix RR. 
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CHAP. V. 

Fii*st ap- 
pearance 
of the 
iEtheling 
Eadmund. 


History of 
Oxfortl. 


the beginning of the short and glorious career of the hero 
Eadmund. This prince seems to have been the third son 
of iEthelred;^ one at least of his elder brothers seems to 
have died before him ; but, if he was not the eldest of the 
royal house by birth, he soon won for himself the first 
place by merit. A great Witenagemot was held this year 
at Oxford, a city whose renown as the seat of a great 
University belongs to later times, but which the whole 
course of these wars shows to have been already a place of 
considerable importance. Its importance however would 
seem to have been comparatively recent. The well-known 
legend of Saint Frithswyth - cannot be accepted as his- 
tcTrical ; but it may be taken as some presumption that 
Oxford had already become a habitation for man early 
in the eighth century. But there is no certain liistorical 
mention of the place till the early years of the tenth cen- 
tury, when it appears as one of the chief acquisitions of 
Eadward the Elder. As it was a frontier town of Mercia 
and Wessex, we might have expected to find it playing 
a historic part in far earlier days ; but in those times the 
now utterly insignificant Bensington '^ seems to have been 
the chief military post of the frontier. So the now no less 
insignificant Dorchester was the ecclesiastical capital of 
a vast diocese, of which the diocese of Oxford, as it stood 
before recent changes, formed only a small portion. Oxford 
however was now' a place of note ; in the new nomenclature 
of Mercia it had given its name to a shire ; and it must 
have derived some further importance from the presence of 
the minster which bore the name of the heroine of the local 
legend. That minster, after an unusual number of changes 
in its foundation, has at last settled down into the twofold 
office of the cathedral church of the modern diocese and 


‘ On the children of iEthelred see Appendix S8. 

^ See the story in Will. Malms. Gest. Pont. p. 315, ed. Hamilton. 
* See the Clironicles in the yeiwu 571 and 777. 
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the chapel of the largest college in the University. The chap. v. 
town is mentioned in several charters of the tenth century, 
one of which, as we have seen, records the burning of the 
minster in the general massacre of the Danes.^ It had 
been, as the course of our story has told us, taken, retaken, 1009-10 13. 
and burned in the wars of Swegen. In this year the town, 
so lately rebuilt after its burning, was the scene of an 
assembly which was evidently attended by a more than 
usually numerous body of the Wise Men.^ Eadric was 
now guilty of a crime of the same kind as that by which 
he destroyed Ealdorman iElfhelm at Shrewsbury nine 1007- 
years before. Among the assembled Witan were Sigeferth Murder of 
and Morkere, the sons of Earngrim, two of the chief and Mor* 
thegns in the Danish Confederacy of the Seven Boroughs.^ Eackic^ 
These chiefs were invited by Eadric to his own quarters,^ 
where he slew them at a banquet, ^thelred, if he had 
not ordered this villany^ at any rate made himself an 
accessory after the fact ; he confiscated the property of 
the murdered thegns, and ordered Ealdgyth, the widow 
of Sigeferth, to be led as a prisoner to Malmesbury. All 
this would seem to imply some co-operation on the part 
of the Witan; it may even imply some real guilt in 


1 See above, p. 316, and Appendix GO, and the curious story recorded 
in the charter of^thelred, 995, in Cod. Dipl. vi. 128. We there hear 
of the church of Saint Helen, which has vanished in later times, and we 
get the name of ^‘Winsige, prtepositus on Oxonaforda.” 

^ Chron. in anno. “ J^iet mycel Gemot.” Flor. Wig. “ Magnum 
placitum.” W. Malms. “ Magnum concilium.” The one Charter (Cod. 
Dipl. vi. 167) of this year, and therefore probably of this Gemdt, is a grant 
to Bishop Beorhtwold (Brihtwold) of Sherborne of lands at Chilton in 
Berkshire, formerly held by Wulfgeat, who was disgraced and his property 
confiscated in 1006. 

3 The Five Boroughs with the addition of York and Chester. Such at 
least is the probable conjecture of Lingard, i. 296. 

1 If Eadric was now restored to his old office of Ealdorman of the 
Mercians, Oxford would be a town in his government, and the duty of 
hospitality towards the Witan from other districts would naturally fall upon 
him. See above, p. 327. 
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CHAP. V, Eadric^s victims ; but it in no way lessens the guilt of 
Eadric and /Ethelred. When such things were done, we 
can understand that men may have thought the rule of 
the Dane at least not worse than the rule of such Eng- 
lishmen. A gleam of romance now flashes across the 
Marriage dreary tale of crime and misfortune.^ The yEtheling 
mu^^and Eadmund had seen the fair widow of Sigeferth, and was 

Ealdgyth. gmitten with a sudden passion for her. There was no 

time to be lost ; he follow'ed her to her retreat and mar- 
ried her against the will of his father.- The marriage 
w^as not without political consequences. Eadmund seems 
to have looked upon himself, and to have been looked 
upon by his wife, as the lawful heir of her former husband. 
Possibly the w^ealth and dignities of Sigeferth, or some 
part of them, may have come through his marriage. At 
any rate Eadmund, at Ealdgyth’s suggestion, demanded 
the lordships of Sigeferth from his father,'^ and was re- 
Hia eatab- fused. He then went to the Five Boroughs, took pos- 

in the Five session of the estates of Sigeferth and Morkere, and 

received the submission of the men of the confederacy."^ 

1015. 

j The iiiarriage of Eailiiiuml and hi.s establish inent in the North are 
recorded by the Chroniclea and by Florence, but more fully by William of 
Malmesbury. As his details in no way contradict, but in stmie degree 
explain, the account in the Chronicles, J do not scruple to follow him. 

* “ Visain concupivit, concupitic communiunem habuit,’* says WilliaTii. 
That the “communio” was a lawful mairiage id clear from the distinct 
words of the Chronicles and from WillianVs own words afterwards. The 
presence of Ealdgyth at Oxford suggests a (juestion whether the Witaii 
usually brought their wives with them to these assemblies. The question 
is not a frivolous one, as it bears on another, namely the time which 
meetings of this sort usually lasted. 

All the Chronicles speak of Eadmund’s wife as Sigeferth’s widow, and 
Florence gives her the name of Ealdgyth. But in the will of Wulfric (Co<l. 
Dipl. vi. 149) we find an Ealdgyth wife of Morkere. Is there a mistake of 
any kind, or dhl the brothers marry wives Ixjaring the same name ? 

3 I H])eak vaguely, because William of Malmesbury surely goes too far 
when he sj)eaks of “ Comitatus Sigeferdi, qui apud Northanhimbros amplis- 
gimuB erat." 

* Was this submission willing or unwilling ? The Chronicles are neutral. 
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He thus secured for himself a kind of principality in the chap. v. 
North of England, a fact which, in the war which was 
about again to break out, led to some singular inversions 
of the usual military geography. 

For Cnut had sailed away to Denmark only to sail 
back to England on the first opportunity.^ He is said 
to have proposed to his brother Harold, the reijrnino- 
King, to make a division of Denmark and to share in 
a joint expedition to England.^ The former proposal at 
least was rejected ; whether Harold accompanied his bro- 
ther to England is less certain;® but in any case he was 
utterly -overshadowed by the fame of Cnut, and he soon 
vanishes from history altogether. According to one ac- 
count, the voyage was undertaken at the express sug- 
gestion of Thurkill, who sailed to Denmark and there 
made his peace with Cnut."* Thurkill was certainly on 
CnuCs side in the war of the next year; he may have 
thought himself absolved from his duty to .^thelred by 
that prince’s flight; but on the whole it is more likely 
that his change of sides happened later. At any rate, Cnut in- 
Cnut set sail with a fleet whose numbers are variously 
stated at two hundred ships •'’" and at a thousand,^ and 

1015. 


“Gerad sona ealle Sigefer'Ses are and Morcores ; and jiaet folc eal to him 
beah/' Florence says, “ Terrain Sigeferthi et Morkeri invasit, ac populuin 
illarum sibi subjugavit.” But William has, “ Comitatum . . . suapte 
industria vendicavit, hominibus ejiisdem provincife in obsequiuin ejus facile 
cedentibus.” 

^ The Roskild Annals (Langebek, i. 376) make Eadmund imprison Cnut 
and Olaf of Norway (who is here said to have accompanied Swegen) ; but 
who, in other accounts (see Appendix VV), was vigorously fighting on the 
English side. They escape fiom prison and fly to Bremen, where Arch- 
bishop Unwan baptizes them. For this writer’s wonderful succession of 
the English Kings, see also Appendix VV, 

^ Encomium Emmae, ii. 2. 

’ The presence of Harold is asserted by Thietmar, vii. 28. 

* This is the version of the Encomiast, ii. 3. See Appendix NN, 

® Enc. Emmae, ii. 4. 

® Chron. Rosk. ap. Lang. i. 376, 
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He ravagee 
Wessex. 


Plans of 
Ea<lmund 
hindered 
by Ei\dric. 

Eadric 
rebels, se- 
duces the 
Danish 
fleet, and 
joins Cuut. 


TBl mmSH COKQIJIST OF ENGUXD. 

whoie ftutelinens wo rood m brilliant an account as of 
thoai^ t>f hta fathor. Moreover we art* told that the uholo 
of the ort‘W'i> eonrintetl of men of nohIt* birth in the flower 
of their i\^} With this splendid eoinpany, (hint saih d 
first to Sandwich^ arnl (ht‘mv sttHwJ nhm^ the south 
coast to Fromemonth ; that is to the harhoiir of Poolo 
and Wareham^ the eonirnon mouth of* the Dorsetshire 
F'ronie and the Dorsetshire Trent. He then harried the 
shires of Somerset, Dorset, and \\ i It shire, while* King* 
^Etlielred lay sick at Corsham in the last-named shire. 
Tlie ^Etheling* Eadmund now began to levy an army in 
his new principality,- and Eadric seeming-ly did the same 
in his old ]Mercian government. But the traitor was still 
at his old tricks. When the two divisions came together, 
Eadric made several attempts to destroy his brother-in-law, 
the result of which was that the two armies separated, 
leaving the field open to the enemy. Eadric now openly 
rebelled ; be seduced the crews of forty Danish ships in 
the royal service, those doubtless which were left from 
ThurkilTs fleet, and joined Cnut. Tliis may have been 
the time when Thurkill himself took service under his 
native prince. Or it may have been after yEthelred’s 
death and the election of Cnut by a large body of the 
English Witan.'^ In the latter case, at all events, his 
allegiance to his old master was no longer binding; the 
war between Cnut and Eadmund might seem to him a 
struggle between two candidates for the English crown, 
in which he, as a Dane, might honourably take tlie side 
of the candidate of his own nation. 

This defection of Eadric— perhaps of Thurkill — settled 

* Enc. Emma?, ii. 4. “ In tanta expeditione iiullus inveniebatur servus, 

nullus ex Kervo libertuH, niillus igfiobiliH, nullus seiiilt setato debilis. Omnes 
enim erant nobiles, omnes plena? ailatis ro})ore valentes.” When nobles 
were so plentiful, one is tempted to ask in what nobility consisted ? 

^ Be nordan," say the Chronicles. 

^ See Appendix NN. 
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the fate of Southern EnglwwJ. %I00I 

to the invader; hostages ^ nnoOcillr ditWlSS^ 

furnished. The kingdom was now P**®^**"' 
but-owing mainly to the romantic mamtge ind 90 ^ 
ment of Eadmund— it was divided in a manner esaewy 
opposite from that which might have been naturally looked 
for. The Thames is, as usual, the boundary; but the 


English iEtheling reigns to the north, the Danish King' 
to the south_, of that river ; the Mercians and North- 
humbrians are arrayed under the Dragon of Wessex, while 
the West-Saxons themselves serve, however unwillingly, 
under the Danish Raven. On these strange terms the 
war began again early in the next year, the last year of 
this long struggle. Just before the Epiphany, Cnut and Cnut nnd 
Eadric, with their mixed force of Danes and West-Saxons, invmle 
crossed the Thames at Cricklade,^ and entered Mercia, j^^u^ary, 
They harried Warwickshire in the usual fashion, ravaging, 
burning, slaying, as they went. The iEtheling now Vain at- 
gathered an army in Mercia, but his troops refused to Eadmund 
fight, unless King ^Ethelred and the Londoners ioined 

® ® an army 

them. The army then dispersed in the wonderful way in together. 

which armies did disperse in those days. Presently the 

iEtlieling put forth proclamations, summoning every man 

to join his standard, and denouncing the full penalties of 

the law against all who held back.^ By these means he 

gathered a larger army; he then sent to his father, who 

was in London, praying him to join him with whatever 

forces he could gather. iEthelred did so, and joined his 


‘ They crossed “ cum multo equitatu,” says Florence ; ** mid his here ’* 
say the Chronicles, only the Peterborough and Canterbury manuscripts 
(one of which, Canterbury, omits the words “ mid his here ”) add “ clx. 
scipa.” Do they mean that Cnut sailed up the Thames ? The other 
reading is distinctly preferable. 

^ Here is a distinct allusion to the various passages in the laws of this 
reign, denouncing penalties on those who fail to attend the royal muster. 
See above, p. 337. 
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CHAP. V. soil’s muster with a considerable body of troops. But the 
old ill luck was at work; the only tiling that can be said 
is that /Ethelred was most likely dragged to the field from 
his death-bed. The two divisions had hardly joined when 
the King found out, or professed to find out, treacherous 
plots ag-ainst his person. These he made an excuse for 
disbanding the wliole army and going back to London. 
Eadminul With sucli a King what could be done ? Eadmund with- 
join forces, drew to Northumberland, the government of his brother- 
in-law Uhtred. That Earl, it will be remembered, had 
been, to say the least, somewhat hasty in submitting to 
[1013.] Swegen, but he now gladly joined Eadmund. All men 
deemed that the /Etheling would raise a third army in 
Ravages of Northumberland, and would march against Cnut. But he 
armies!^ and Uhtred contented themselves with ravaging three 
Mercian shires which had refused to help them against 
the Danes, ^ namely StaWbrdshire, Shropshire, and Cheshire. 
Cnut meanwhile went plundering on his side through the 
shires of Buckingham, Bedford, Huntingdon, North- 
hampton, then by Stamford, through Lincolnshire and 
Nottinghamshire, on towards York. The ravaging of his 
country and the danger of his capital caused Uhtred to 
Xorthuin- cea.se his own ravages and to hasten homewards. He 
under* found further resistance useless; - he submitted to Cnut 
Uhtred hostages. The Dane was now again lord of 

to Cijut. all England,'’' save only Ijondon and whatever extent of 


‘ The ChronicIeH mention the ravat(ing witliout H8.signing any cause ; 
Florence adds, ‘*quia a<lverHU8 Danoruin cxcrcitum ad pugnaiu exire 
noluerurit.” William of Malme-sbury Hetw forth the ])olicy of this severe 
course at Homo length. 

* “ Bcah l>a for nede/' say the Chronich’B ; William of MalmcHbury again 
expands at some length. Simeon (X Scriptt. p. 80) inaken Cnut Rummon 
Uhtred to auhmit, to which summotiH the Earl returna a Hpirited reply. 
But after iEthelred’a death he yielded, llie chronology in wrong, an 
Uhtred certainly Bubmitted before i^ithelred’s death, but the facta are 
likely enough. 

• His extent of territory b well marked by William of Malmesbury ; 
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country could be Held in obedience from London. But chap. v. 
now the vengeance of the old feud came upon Uhtred. 
Thurbrand, whom he had before engaged and omitted to 
kill, was now allowed to kill him. As Uhtred came to Murder of 
pay his homage to his new prince at a place called Wiheal, 
a curtain was drawn aside, and armed men stepped for- 
ward, who slew the Earl and forty of his companions, 
among whom one Thurcytel son of Navena is specially 
mentioned.^ This evil deed also was attributed to Eadric, 
the common author of all evil. The earldom of North- Eric made 
humberland was given by Cnut to a Dane named Eric, ^orth-^ 
who had married his sister Gytha^ and had held the 
government of Norway under Swegen.^ But it seems that* 
Eadwulf Cutel, the brother of the murdered Uhtred, either 
was allowed to hold Bernicia under the supremacy of Eric, 
or else succeeded to the whole when Eric was banished 
some years later. The whole North was thus lost ; it was 
again as thoroughly under Danish rule as it had been 
before the conquests of Eadward. And, worse still, Wessex 
was under Danish rule too, and it had even outrun North-* 
humberland in its submission. But London still held out; 

Cnut therefore hastened to subdue the last stronghold 
of the national life. Events had followed fast upon one 
another. Christmas had passed before Cnut crossed the 

“ Commendatis West- Saxon ibus, et Mercioruin parte quam snbjecerat, 
ducibus suis, ipse in Northanhiinbros profectus.’^ London probably pro- 
tected Essex. We hear nothing of East* Anglia, but see Appendix NN. 

^ The murders of Uhtred and Thurcytel are mentioned in the Chronicles ; 

Florence adds the name of Thurbrand. The other details come from the 
tract of Simoon before quoted. The share of Eadric in the business comes 
from one version of the Chronicles. 

^ The Earl thus appointed appears as Yric, Egricus, Iricius, Hyrc. Yet 
Mr. Thorpe not only, in his edition of Florence, invests Eadric himself 
with the earldom, but thrusts— without any sign of interpolation— this 
erroneous statement into the text of his translation of Lappenberg (ii. i86), 
whereas, in the original (452), Lapi)enberg is silent about the fate of Uhtred 
altogether. On the past history of Eric, see the Saga of Olaf Haraldsson, 
c. 13 ; Laing’s Heimskringla, ii. 192. 
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Thames, and Easter had not come when he crossed it 
a^-ain. He hastened with all speed to his fleet in the 
Dorset haven, and prepared to sail with his whole force 
against the still faithful city. Eadmund, either now or 
earlier,^ hastened to join his father in its defence. Cniit 
was on his voyage, but he seems to have gone more 
leisurely than might liave been expected after the speed 
of his march from Yorksliire.- He had only reached 
Southampton, when tidings were brought of the death of 
.Ethelred. He died on Saint George’s day, probably of 
the same sickness of which we read the year before, and 
was buried in Saint Paul’s Minster. 


§ 6. The (f ar of Cnnt end KadminuL 1016. 

The throne was now again vacant ; England was at last 
set fiee from the worst and weakest of lier native Kings. 
yEthelred had misgoverned his kingdom till the rule of 
heathen invaders was felt to be at least not worse than his. 
He had been deposed and driven out ; his kingdom had been 
reduced to the decks of a few hired Danish shij)s. He had 
been restored ; adversity had wrought no lasting reform \ 
he had thrown away every advantage, and his kingdom 
was again confined within the walls of London. That 
true-hearted city was once more the bulwark of England, 
the centre of every patriotic hope, tlie special object of 
every hostile attack. Beyond its walls, all was cither 
actually in the bands of the invader or exposed to his 
power. The Witan of England, Bishops, Abbots, Ealdor- 


* The Chronicles seem to place Eadmund’H departuro for Ijondon after 
the gubniiH«ion of Uhtred, Florence places it before. William saya, Ita 
HuhjectiH omnibuH, Edmundum, persemetra fu^tatitein, non priiiH persequi 
deutitit [Cnuto] quam Ltmdoniam ml patrein pervonisse cognoHceret.” 

* William adds, “usque post pai»cha quievit, ut cum omnibus copiis urbem 
adoriretur.” 
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men^ Thegns, all who were without the walls of London, chap. v. 
met in full Gemot^ and chose Cnut to the vacant throne, double 
They may well have deemed that further resistance was the crown 
/ hopeless, and it should not be forgotten that the full glory and Each 
of the character of Eadmund had not yet displayed itself. 

He had shown a gallant spirit, but he had as yet achieved 1016/ 
no signal success; the harrying of the three Mercian shires 
was, to say the least, a very harsh measure ; and he may 
have shown somewhat of turbulence and self-will in the 
affair of his marriage and settlement in the Five Boroughs. 

The assembly therefore passed him by; they chose — per- 
haps they could hardly help choosing — the Conqueror; 
they hastened to Southampton, they abjured the whole 
house of ^thelred, they swore oaths to Cnut and received 
oaths from him that he would be a good and faithful lord 
to them before God and before the world. It was per- 
haps at this time that he received baptism or confirmation 
at the hands of iEthclnoth the future Archbishop ; but he 
does not seem to have received the ecclesiastical rite of 
coronation.^ And even his election did not represent the 
voice of all England. We now meet with, what is so 
common in German, and so rare in English, history, a 
double election to the crown. Cnut was chosen at South- 
hampton, but the citizens of London, with such of the 
other Witan as were within the city, held a counter 
Gemot — no doubt the earlier of the two in date — and 
with one voice ^ elected the ^theling Eadmund. . His 
coronation at the hands of Archbishop Lyfing followed. 

The town which had been of late the usual place for 
the consecration of Kings, Kingston in Surrey, was pro- 
bably in possession of the enemy; at all events the rite 
was done within the walls of the city, no doubt in the 
minster of Saint Paul, where the late King had just been 

' On all the points of the Double Election, see Appendix TT. 

* “ Unanimi consensu,” says Florence. 
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buried. Whether Eadmund was the eldest surviving son 
of iEthelred is uncertain ; ^ there could be no doubt as to 
his being the worthiest. Now, after the long and dreary 
reign of his father, England had once more at her head 
a true King of Men, a hero worthy to wield the sword of 
iElfred and jEthelstan. The change came at once ; with 
her new King England received a new life ; after twenty- 
eight years of unutterable weakness and degradation, we 
now come to seven months of almost superhuman energy. 
We see that all that had been wanting through that long 
and wretched time was a worthy leader; we see that, 
without such a leader, the English people were helpless ; 
we see that, under such a leader, even after all that they 
had gone through, they were still capable of exertions 
which, twenty or even ten years before, would have driven 
back the invaders for ever. Everything that could weaken 
and demoralize a people, everything that could thoroughly 
weigh down and dishearten them, had fallen on the 
English nation during the long misgovernment of .^Ethel- 
red% A generation had grown up which had been used 
from its childhood to see invaders land and ravage at 
pleasure. They had seen the noblest local efforts thwarted 
by incompetence and treachery at head-cpiarters. They 
had seen a King and his counsellors incapable of any 
better device than that of buying off the heathen invader 
for a moment. They had seen the strength of the nation, 
while the enemy was preying on its vitals, wasted on 
distant, bootless, and unrighteous enterprises. They had 
seen the basest of traitors basking in the royal smiles, 
while the true and valiant defenders of their country were 
left unrewarded and unnoticed. Such had been the un- 
varied course of English history for eight and twenty 
years. But, even after all this, the heart of the English 
people still was sound. The wretched iEthelred had ended 
* See Appendix SS. 
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liis days, and under his glorious son hope and courage chap. v. 
woke to life again. In the days of the father, one shire 
would no longer help another ; in the days of the son, the . 
most distant parts of the land sent their contingents to 
the national armies of England. Those armies, instead of 
flying at the first blow, instead of disbanding before a 
blow was struck, could now face the enemy in pitched 
battle after pitched battle. The standard of England again 
waved over fields on which the English arms were often 
crowned with victory, and where defeat at least never was 
disgrace. Once only in the course of his long reign had 
jEthelred dared to meet a Danish King in open fight. 

Now six great battles in seven months showed what 
Englishmen could still do under a King worthy of his 
people. The year of the battles of Eadmund is worthy to 
be placed alongside of the year of the battles of yElfred. 871. 
But the traitor still lived to thwart the noblest efforts of 
the hero; Eadric still remained the evil genius of the reign 
of Eadmund no less than of the reign of his father. 

Eadmund, surnamed Ironside,^ was now King in London ; Eadmund 
but Cnut, by virtue both of his election and of military ledged in 
possession, was King over at least the whole of Wessex, Wessex. 
Mercia, and Northumberland. The first act of Eadmund 
was to go forth from London to try to win back the im- 
mediate realm of his forefathers, the kingdom of the 
West-Saxons. He was at once acknowledged, and English 
troops flocked to him from all quarters.^ Meanwhile the 
rival King, having received the homage of the Witan at 

^ This surname is not pnly found in the Latin writers, but also in the 
poem in the Chronicles on the return of Eadmund’s son Eadward in 

*057; 

“ Eadmund cing 
Irensid was geclypod 
• For his snellscipe.” 

® On the order of events’ in the war of Cnut and Eadmund, see 
Appendix W. 
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Southampton, continued his voyage towards London. He 
halted at Greenwich,^ and prepared to form the siege of the 
city. The course of tlie ships up the river was checked by 
the bridge — a wooden forerunner, no doubt, of that London 
bridge which lasted down to our own times, and which 
was no doubt made the most of as part of the defences 
of the city. But Cnut dug a deep ditch to the south 
of the river, so that the ships evaded the ol)stacle, and 
sailed round to the west side of the bridge.- He then 
dug another ditch round that part of the city which was 
not washed by the Thames, so that London was again 
hemmed in on every side. But every attempt on the 
walls was again baffled by the valour of the citizens, and 
at last Cnut found it more to his interest to check the 
progress of his rival in the West than to go on with an 
undertaking which seemed utterly hopeless. He raised 
the siege, and marched after Eadmund. The English 
King was now collecting troops on the borders of the 
three shires of Somerset, Wiltshire, and Dorset. Cnut 
had followed so fast that Eadmund had had time to 
gather only a small force ; still he did not fear to meet 
the enemy in battle.'^ The armies met at a point near 

* The (late in fixed in the Chronicles, “ to |)jiin gangdagiim ; " so in 
Florence, “ circa rogation e».*' 

* The first ditch is recorded in the Chronicles, which say expressly, “ Hi 
tSa dulfon aiie mycle die on 80*5 healfc.” William of Malmesbury (ii. i8o), 
though he places the work later, after the battle of Sherstone, speaks of 
the other ditch which surrounded the city, reaching no doubt from the 
river to the river again ; “ fujwa etiara urbem, (jua fluvio Tamensi non 
alluitur, foris totam cinxerat.’’ That these are not two descriptions of the 
same ditch appears from the account in Florence, which takes in both ; 
" in australi parte Taniensis magrmm scrobein foderunt, et naves suas in 
occidentalem plagam pontis traxerunt ; dein mhem alta latacpie fossa et 
obsidione cingentes,” &c. &c. I therefore, with Lappenberg (ii. i88), 
understand the story as I have told it in the text ; the phrase “traxerunt ” 
(so in the Chronicles drogon ”) seems to mean that the ships were towed 
along the new-made canal. 

* Flor. Wig. “ In West-Haxoniam abierunt propere, et regi Eadmundo 
Ferreo-Lateri spatium congregandi cxercitum non dedere, quibus tamen 
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the border of the three shires, but just within the bounds chap. v. 
of Somerset, on the edge of the high ground covered by 
the forest of S el wood. The place is spoken of as the 
Pens, a Celtic name which describes the lofty position of 
the ground, and which is appropriately found in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of large traces of pra}-Teutonic 
antiquity.^ Here, on a spot which perhaps had been Fir d battle, 
the scene of West- Saxon victories over an earlier enemy, stl wood ; 
did Eadmund, with his small force, formed mainly no 
doubt of the levies of the district, venture to give battle 
to the tried troops of his rival. He put his trust in 
God ; he boldly attacked the enemy, and he defeated 
him. Eadmund then collected a larger army, and on Second 
Monday in J uly ^ he again engaged the enemy in an- sherstone 
other border district, at Sherstone in Wiltshire, iust on 

’ ^ lOiD); 

the marches of Wessex and Mercia. Of this battle fuller victory 
details have been preserved. The eastern shires of Wessex 
were in the possession of Cnut, so that the men of Hamp- 
shire and part of Wiltshire fought on the Danish side. 

With the Danes also were, not only the traitor Eadric, 
but at least two other Jilnglish Ealdormen, ^Ifmser, sur- 
named Darling/'^ and .^Elfgar the son of Mcaw. With 


ille cum exercitu quein in tautillo spatio congregaret, Dei fretus auxilio, 
audacter in Dorsetania occiirrit.” On “ Dorsetaiiia ” see Appendix VV. 

^ The scene of Eadmund’s battle Peonnan witS Gilliiigaham” (Chron.), 
^Gn loco ([ui Pconnimi vocatur, juxta Gillingaham ” (Flor.), is undoubtedly 
Pen Selwood. I am far from being so certain whether the spot 
Peonnum” (Chron. 658), where Cenwealh defeated the Welsh, is the same, 
or another of the Pens in the same county. The word Pc7i (head) is a 
specimen of the Celtic names which still survive in the local nomenclature 
of this Teutonized, but not purely Teutonic, district. Close to Pen Selwood, 
** Pen Pits ” and a neighbouring encampment called Orchard Castle supply 
good primaeval studies. The latter is not unlike a miniature model of the 
more renowned hill of Senlac. 

^ “ .^fter middansumere,” say the Chronicles ; Florence adds that the 
first day of the battle was “ Lunae dies.” 

* “^Imser Dyrling,” “Aiilmarus Dilectus.” Florence alone adds, “Algaiais 
filius Meawes,” and implies, still more distinctly than the Chronicles, that 

VOL. I. C C 
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CHAP. V. Eadmund were the men of Devonshire, Dorset, and part 
of Wiltshire — those of Somerset are not mentioned, but 
they can hardly hiil to have been on the Enf>‘lish side. 
At any rate, while the pure Saxons of Hampshire were 
arrayed on the side of Cnut, the army of Eadmund must 
have lar^'ely consisted of men of Welsh descent. The 
King placed his best troops ^ — no doubt mainly his own 
followers — in front, and the inferior part of his army in 
the rear. He exhorted them in a speech setting* forth 
the motives obvious at such a time, and lt?d them to the 
place of action. The trumpets sounded ; the battle began ; 
the javelins were hurled at the onset, and the close combat 
was still carried on, as at Maldon, with the sword.- King 
Eadmund fought in the front rank, doing the duty alike 
of a general and of a private soldier. The two hosts 
fought for a whole day, without any marked advantage 
on either side. The next day the fight began again ; the 
English had now plainly the better, when a new act of 
treachery on the part of Eadric for a while tlirew their 

^Ifniopr and .Klfgar, as well as Eadric, were bound to Eadmund by some 
special tie — “ (pii ei auxilio esse debuerunt.” 

* Elor. Wig. “()ptimuin cpjeimpie in pnmam aeiem subducit, ca.*tenim 
exercitum in subsidiis locat.” We must remeiidx r these tactics when we 
come to the great figiit of Senlac. 

* “ Lancei.s et gla iiis pugna geritur.” See above, p. 273. 

® ‘-Strenui militis et boni imperatoris otfieia simul exsecpiebatur ” (so II. 
iii. 179, Ati<l>oT€pov 0 afTi\€vt t' dyaOus Hparfpus r' says Florence, 

who grows eloquent on Eadimind's exploits. This ])raise must liave been 
common to every general of those days who <le8erved to be called a general 
at all; yet it is often recordrd to the special lionour of particular com- 
manders, as we sb.all find it in a very marked way of both Harold and 
William. William of Malmesbury (Hist. Nov. ii. 34) speaks in the same 
way of Earl Robert of Gloucester ; “ Ubicumque commode fieri posse 
videbat, et militis et ducis probe officium execiuebatur.’* Yet Abbot Suger, 
in his life of Lewis the Eat (c. 20; Duchesne, Scriptt. Franc, iv. 304), 
blames his own hero because “ultra quam dcceret majestatem, miles 
emeritus militis officio, m»n regis, singulariter decertabat.” So Orderic 
(885 D) says of William of Flanders, “ ipse ducis ot militis officio plerumque 
fungebatur unde a caris tutoribus pro illo formidantibua crebro redargue- 
Utur.'* 
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ranks into disorder. Smiting off the head of a man whose chap. v. 
features were much like those of the English King, he 
held it up, calling on the host of Eadmund to flee. The 
English wavered, and some were on the point of flight, 
when Eadmund, like William at Senlae, tore off his helmet, 
showed himself alive to his army, and hurled a spear at 
Eadric. He unluckily missed the traitor, and slew another 
soldier who was near liim.^ The English then took heart 
again ; they attacked the Danes with still greater vigour, 
and kept up the battle till twilight, when the two hosts 
again separated. Neither side had gained any decided 
success ; neither host, it would seem, kept possession of 
the place of slaughter. But if neither side could claim 
the formal honours of victory, the practical advantage was 
clearly on the side of the English. For in the night Cnut Cmit again 
marched stealthily away from his camp, went back to London, 
ships, i^nd again began the siege of London. Eadmund 
then crossed into Wessex to gather fresh troops; and now Eadmund 
his faithless brother-in-law Eadric came to him, as to 
his natural lord,^ made his peace with him, and swore 
oaths of future fidelity. Eadmund, unconquered by the 
arms of Cnut, was not proof against the kind of warfare 
in which Eadric was so skilful. The hero had the weak- 
ness again to admit the traitor to his favour and confi- 
dence. At the head of his new troops,^ Eadmund marched Bylmnnd 
towards London, and in a third battle he drove thii'flhattle, 
Danes to raise the siege and go back to their ships. Two 

don ; he 

» On this incident, see Appendix VV. 

^ El. Wig. naturalem dominum [no douht cyne-hldford] requisivit 

ilium.” 

3 Ib. Exercitu vice tertia congregate.” The armies seem always to 
disperse after an action, whether a victory or a defeat. I conceive that the 
local levies, like the Highlanders ages afterwards, returned home after each 
battle, while the immediate following of the King or Ealdorman largely 
remained with him. An invader had the advantage that all his troops were 
comitatus; the Danes had no means of going back to their houses and 
families. 


C C 2 
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days afterwards he fought his fourth battle at Brentford, 
where the Danes were again defeated, but many of the 
English were lost in trying to ford the river without 
due heed. Eadmund now returned to Wessex to gather 
fresh troops, and meanwhile Cnut sat down, for the third 
time within these few months, before London. The city 
was again attacked on every side ; but again all attacks 
by land and by water were in vain. Almighty (lod, say 
the Chroniclers, saved the city. 

King Eadmund was now gathering a greater force tliaii 
ever from all parts of England.^ IMeanwhile the Danes, 
finding all their attempts on London fruitless, set out 
on a plundering expedition on a great scale. They sailed 
away from London, they coasted along the shores of 
Essex ; they then entered the Orwell, and thence they 
Inarched across Eust-Anglia and spread themselves over 
Mercia, plundering, burning, slaying, according to their 
wont. Then, gorged with plunder, those who were on 
foot went back to their ships, and sailed up the Medway, 
the fierce and swift-flowing stream which washed the fair 
walls of Rochester.- Those who had horses seemed to 
have reached the same trysting-plaee by land. But King 
Eadmund followed them with his fourth army, which must 
have been partly at least levied in Mercia, as he was 
now north of the Thames. He crossed the river at Brent- 
ford, the scene of his last success, he followed the Danes 
into Kent, met them at Otford, and gained an easy 
victory. The Danes fled with their horses into Sheppey 
— the corner of England in which a Danish host had first 
wintered.^ The King pressed on and slew as many as 


* Flor. Wig. “ Rex EadmunduB Forreum Latu« exercitum fortem de tota 
Aaglia quarto congregavit.” 

* I adopt the description of William of Malmesbury, evidently a fragment 
of a ballad; “PluviuH ille Roferisem urbem pnetcrflueiiB, violentue et 
rapaci gurgite minax, mcenia pulcra lavat.” 

* See above, p. 45. Waa it any confuBed rcniernbrance of this fact which 
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he could ; but his evil genius Eadric now again appeared chaf. v. 

in his old character. By the same incomprehensible means Further 

ifrtT 1 treasons of 

of which we have so often heard, Eadmiind was hindered Eadric; he 
from following- up his victory. The traitor contrived to panL^from 
detain the King- at Aylesford, and the Danish army was destruc- 
saved from utter destruction. 

The last act of this great drama was now drawing 
near. Since the end of April, Eadmund had gathered 
four armies ; he had fought five pitched battles ; he had 
been decidedly victorious in four of them, and he had, 
to say the least, not been decidedly defeated in any. 

Never had the efforts of one man been greater or more 
successful ; ^Elfred himself, in his most hard-fought cam- 
paigns, had not worked for England with a truer heart 
than his valiant descendant. Eadmund again marched Eadmund 
westward, he gathered a fifth army, and made ready for army 
a sixth battle. The war, which in the beginning might 
have almost passed for a local struggle, had now become 
thoroughly national. Cnut had now to fight, not against 
Wessex, but against England, and there is nothing which 
leads us to think that he now had any English followers 
under his banners. Eadmund^s new host was gathered 
from all parts of England, even from districts whose 
inhabitants were largely of Danish origin. We have no 
complete list of the shires which sent contingents, but 
we incidentally find that men came from districts as 
far apart from each other as Herefordshire, East-Anglia, 
and Lindesey. The Danes meanwhile sailed along the 
coast of Essex, and entered the estuary of the Crouch. 

There they left their ships, while the army went on 
a plundering expedition into Mercia, which is spoken of 
as being more fearful than any that had gone before it. 

led the Encomiast (see Appendix VV) to make Cnut’s army winter in 
Shep|>ey ^ow ? 
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After this they returned towards their shij)s, the latter 
part of their course leading* them along the high ground 
which lies south of the Crouch. Along these heights 
Eadmund followed them, and at last overtook and en- 
gaged them in the sixth and last battle of this w onderful 
year, the memorable tight of Assandun.^ At the end of 
the range, tw'o hills of slight positive height, but which 
seem lofty in the low lands of the East of England, 
look down on the swampy plain watered by the tidal 
river. Betw^ceu the hills and this lowest ground lies a 
considerable level at an intermediate height, which seems 
to have been the actual site of the battle. Of the two 
hills one still keeps the name of Ashington, an easy 
corruption of the ancient form, while the other, in its 
name of Canew’don, perhaps preserves the memory of the 
Danish conqueror himself. On Assandun then, a site 
marked by entrenchments which arc perhaps witnesses of 
that day’s fight, perhaps of yet etirlier w^arfare, Eadmund 
drew up his forces in three ranks, he made the speech 
usual before action, and at first s(*emed disposed to await 
the attack of the enemy.- The King took the post which 
immemorial usage fixed for a royal general, between 
the two ensigns which were displayed over an English 
army, the golden Dnagon, the national ensign of Wessex, 
and the Standard, seemingly the jx'rsonal device of the 
King.^^ But Cnut had no mind to attack ; most likely he 

‘ On the Hite of AsHanUun see Appendix VV. 

^ The battle of As.'^anduii in Heveral pointH that of Senlac, and 

the detaila given of Anaandun help to explain .several (jueHtions connected 
with the later fight. Henry of Huntingdon prcHerveH »onie very valuable 
bintH on thi« hea<l. 

^ Hen. Hunt. Loco regio rclicto, quod erat ex more inter dracouem 
et inH'gne (juod vocatur Standard.” The full importance of tluH passage 
will be .seen at a later Htage of my hintory. The WcHt-Saxon Dragon 
figures prominently in Henry’s narrative of the battle of Burford in 752 
(uee above, p. 38). In Saxo (p. 192) the dragonH become eaglea, but tbi« 
is clearly only by way of l>eing clasHical, a» one Tymmo, a vali^^nt Dane 
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wished to avoid a battle altogether, and merely sought to chap, v, 

get back to his ships with his plunder. At all events he had 

no mind to attack the English as long as they were posted 

on a spot where the ground gave them the advantuge. 

Yet the moment was favourable for battle ; the Raven 

fluttered her wings, and Thurkill, overjoyed at the happy 

omen, called for immediate action d Rut Cnut, young as 

he was, was wary, and would fight only after his own 

fashion. He gradually led his troops off the hills into the 

level ground,^ that is^ the intermediate heiglit between the 

hills and the swampy plain. The main object of Eadrnund 

was to cut off the Danes from their ships ; he had there- 

fore no choice but to leave his strong post and to come 

down to the lower ground. This movement differed from 

that of those English troops at Senlac, who, in defiance 

of Harold’s orders, left the hill to pursue the Normans in 

their real or pretended flight. At Senlac, in withstanding 

horsemen, the one thing to be done was to keep the strong 

post against all assaults ; at Assandun, Jilnglish and Danes, 

using much the same tactics and the same weapons, could 

meet on equal terms on the level ground. If Eadmund 

gave up the advantage of his strong position for defence, 

he gained the advantage of the charge down hill for his 

attack. He accordingly began the battle with a furious First at- 

of 

assault upon the Danes ; he even forsook the royal post, English, 
and, charging sword in hand in the front rank, he burst 
like a thunderbolt upon the thickest of the enemy The 

from Zealand, figures as aquilifer on the other side, when he surely ought 
to have been corvifer. 

^ The Danish Raven, according to the story, opened its mouth and 
fluttered its wings before a victory, but held its wings down before a defeat. 

The legend is well known ; I get it on this occasion from the Encomiast, 
whose tale is chiefly valuable as witnessing to the presence of Thurkill, 

See Appendix W. 

2 Flor. Wig. Interea Canutus paullatim in aequum locum suos 
deducit.” 

^ Ibid. “ Bex Eadmundus aciem, sicuti instruxerat, velociter movet, et 
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Panes held their ground mariAiI/y, and Ihe was kept 
up with equal valour, and witli frightful slau^httT, on both 
sides. But on the wliole the Panes had the worse, and 
they were beg-inning to <^‘ve way, when Eadric a^-.ain be- 
trayed his lord and King* and all the j)eople of English 
kin.^ He was in command of the Magestetas or men of 
Herefordshire and of the forces of some other parts of his 
old earldom ; at the head of these troops, according to a 
previous agreement with Cnut, the English Eaklorman, 
the brother-in-law ot* the King, took to flight. The battle 
however was kept up till sunset, and even by the light of 
the moon ; but, after the Hight of Eadric, the English had 
to maintain the struggle on very unequal terms. All Eng- 
land fought against Cnut ; but Cnut had the victory.^ 
The slaughter of the English nobility,’^ of the chief leaders 
and of the King’s own following, was fearful. There died 
Godwine, Ealdorman of Lindesey, wi])ing out, it may be, 
by a valiant death the errors of an earlier stage of his life."^ 
There died the hero Ulfcytel, brave and faithful as ever ; 


repente sigiio date Dano.s invadit.” Thin Hcenis to imply the charge down 
hill. In the rhetoric of Henry of Huntingdon we may Hpy out fragments 
of a ballad which may have rivalled those of l>rmianburh and ^^aldon ; 
“Loco regio relicto . . . cucurrit terribilis in aciem primam. Vibrans 
igitur gladium electum et brachio juvenis Kdmundi dignuiu, modo fidmiuiK 
fidit aciem,” &c. So Hist. Ram. Ixxii. (Gale, i. 433) ; “TEdricus . . . videns 
.^^dmunduin furore fuhniueo hostiuni aciem penetrantem.” Gf. Draco 
Normannicus, i. 318; 

“ Fulguris instar hal>ens hostibus ense frernit.” 

As the Danes no doubt keep their shield -wall, we may coinj)are the charge 
of the Alernanni in the battle of Stravssburg, Ammianus, xvi. i 2 ; “Barbaii in 
raodum exarsere flainmarum, nexainque scutorum compagein, qua3 nostros 
in modum testudinis tuebatur, scindebant ictibus gladiorum adsiduis.” 

Mark that the sword is still the Englhsh weapon. 

^ Chron. ** Eatlric . . . aswac swa his cynehlaforde and ealre Angelcynnes 
J>eode.” 

* Chron. ** psar ahte Cnut sige, and gefeht him alle Engla t>eode.” See 
Mr. Earle’s note, p. 340. 

^ Chron. **And eaU Angelcynnes dugu '5 )>ar Wear’S fordon.’’ 

♦ See abave, p. 283. 



SLAUGHTER OP THE ENGLISH NOBILITY. 


393 


the first English leader who had checked the career of chap. v. 
Swegen, and who now ended his glorious life by dying 
sword in hand in fight against the son of his old enemy 
There died one of the many ^Ifrics of our story, redeeming 
on this hard-fought field the infamy which his more cele- 
brated namesake had brought upon his very name. There 
died one personally unknown to us, but a scion of a house 
than which none has been more famous in our history, 
the East-Anglian A5thelweard, the son of ^thelwine the 
Friend of God.^ And, in times like these, not only the 
temporal chiefs, but Bishops and Abbots also, had not 
scrupled to take the field against the invader. Wulfsige 
of Bamsey came with the heir of the great house to which 
his monastery owed so much. Five and twenty years 
before he had played the churl towards the host of Briht- 
noth on its march to Maldon.^ Like Godwine of Lindesey, 
long years of national wretchedness had brought him to 
a more patriotic frame of mind, and he now, in his old age, 
came to give to his King and country such help as his 
years and calling allowed him. Eadnbth of Dorchester,^ 
once Provost of Wulfsige s minster, came, either through 
love of his old companions or in the train of Godwine and 
the valiant men of his own diocese. These holy men, we are 
told, came only to pray and not to fight, ^ and in the case 
of the aged Wulfsige we may well believe that it was so. 

But we cannot forget that other English prelates, before 

1 Will. Malms, ii. i8o. “Ulfkilliis Est-Anglorum comes, perpetuam jam 
famam meritus tempore Swani, quando, primus omnium piratas adorsus, 
spem dedit posse illos superari.*' 

2 See above, p. 264. ® See the story in Appendix AA. 

* Florence, by an odd forestalling, calls him “ Lindicolinensis.” 

5 “ Qui ad exorandum Deum pro milite helium agente convenerant,’* says 
Florence. So the Ramsey historian (ixxii.) ; “Qui, cum multis aliis 
religiosis personis, juxta morem Anglorum veterem, ibidem converierant, 
non armis, sed orationum suppetiis, pugnantera exercitum juvaturi.” Yet 
I confess that the calm way in which the Chronicles reckon the prelates 
among the slain alongside of the ealdormen looks to me the other way. 
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and after, did not shrink from wearing weapons and com- 
manding armies. We have seen that, in this age, Arch- 
bishop aElfric not only bequeathed ships to his dioceses, 
but personally commanded fleets,^ and it may well be that 
the arm of Eadnoth, if not that of Wulfsige, was found as 
strong as those of Ealhstan in an earlier, and of Ealdred in 
a later, generation.- At all events, whether they came to 
pray or to fight, the prelates met with no more mercy from 
the Danish sword than the lay chieftains. At last, under 
cover of night, the King and the remnant of his army 
escaped ; Eadmund Ironside, for the first time in this year 
of battles, was a fugitive. The Danes hardly dared to 
pursue ; but they kept possession of the place of slaughter. 
They tarried on the field all night ; in the morning they 
buried their own (lead ; they gathered the spoils of tlic 
slain Englisli, and left their bodies to the fowls of the air 
and to the beasts of the land.'^ They then went to their 
shi[)s and sailed towards London,"* most likely meaning to 
begin the siege a fourth time. When they were gone, 
some of the scattered Ihiglish ventured to return and carry 
off the hodi(*s of the slain leaders. /Ethelweard and Wult- 
sige found an hf)nourable grave in their own church at 
Ramsey; the body of Eadnoth lay in the rival minster 
of Ely, the resting-place of Brihtnoth. ' 


* S*ie above, pp. 279, ,^>40. 

^ Kallijstan, liishop of Sherbonio, filla a prominent place in the wars of 
the ninth century. See the taironiclcH in the yearn 82.’,, 845. (f’L 871 
and Will. Malnm. ii. i?,l, for other fighting prelatoH of that age.) Of 
Ealtlred’H expIoitH, moHtly unlucky, we shall hear much in the conrMc r)f the 
next fifty years. Another \\arrior Bishop will be found in the Chroniclos 
und^T the year 1056. 

^ Enc. Pimm ii. 11. 

• Enc. Emm. ii. ii. ** l^ondoniam repe^onU n, aaniora wibi qiueiunt 
concilia." T do not fully underntand thcHe words. 

’ Hwt. Bam. Ixxiii. ; Hi«t. Elien. ii, 21 ((Jale, 502 ; Stewart, 196). The 
Kanuiey hintoriaii grudges the |K)8'4eaHion of Ea<lnoth ’8 body to the rival 
* - — ji lielievo the miracles which were said to vindicate 
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The real blow to England in this battle was the loss chap. v. 
of so many of the chief men whom it was hard to 
replace. This remarkable slaughter of the nobility is em- 
phatically pointed out in all our narratives/ and it is 
not unlikely that it had a real political effect, like the 
cutting off* of the mediieval baronage in the Wars of the 
Roses. But as a mere military success, Cnut’s victory 
at Assandun does not seem to have been very decisive. 

At any rate, instead of being followed up by any vigorous 
blow, it led only to a conference and a compromise be- 
tween the contending Kings. Neither the spirit nor 
the resources of Eadmund were worn out. Indeed he a 
seems to have been readier than his rival to try his fate 
once more in a seventh battle. As undaunted as ever, 
he made his way into Gloucestershire, and there began 
gathering recruits for a new campaign. “ He seems to 
have been actually ready with a fresh army, when Cnut, 
with his victorious host, came after him. But no battle 
took place. Eadric— still, strange to say, in the King’s 
confidence— and the other Witan who were with him, 
the relics of Assandun, persuaded Eadmund, much against 
his will/ to consent to a conference and a division of 
the kingdom. The two Kings drew near to the Severn 
from opposite sides, Eadmund from the west, Cnut from 


the claim of Ely. It is rather odd that the Ely historian mentions neither 
the miracles nor the burial of Eadnoth, but he goes on to say that the Ely 
monks went to the field with certain of the relics of their church, which 
were lost. Some, he says, said that Cnut carried them away and placed 
them at Canterbury. Sucli a pious robbery would be quite in harmony 
with Cnut’s later character. 

1 El Wig ioi6. “Occisus est in ea pugna . . . totus fere glo us 

nobilitatis Anglorum, qui nullo in bello majus umquam vulnus quam ibi 
accepenmt.” W. Malm«. ii. «8o. “Ibi Cnuto regnum 
onme ilecus Anglte occubuit, ibi Hos patrise totus einarcuit. H. H. . 
M H B B. “Illic igitur miranda strages Anglorum facta cbt . illic 
. . o.nis dos nobiUtatis BHUann..; Joe 

Clironicles, see p. 393. "ote 3- “ „ 

3 Flor. Wig. “ Licet invitus, ad ultimum quum consentjrct. 
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CHAP. V. the east. They met in an island of the river, called 
Olncy,^ to which the Kings were, seemingly together 
with chosen witnesses,- rowed over from their several 
banks of the river. The meeting was a friendly one ; 
we can well believe that two such valiant captains as 
Cnnt and Eadmund might, in the course of their warfare, 
conceive a real respect for each other. But, among the 
many great qualities which Cnut, in after times, gradually 
developed out of his original barbarism, this particular 
virtue of generosity towards personal rivals is one of 
which we see few signs. Without imputing to Cnut 
any actual treachery, we may feel sure that in this, as in 
most other acts of his life, he was guided by policy rather 
than by sentiment. Still, from whatever motives, the 
two Kings treated one another with the utmost courtesy. 
Division A division of the kingdom was the essential principle of 
kingdom the treaty; the two Kings now agreed on details. They 
Ea^clniund extent of their respective dominions, and 

and Cnut. also the amount of money which, as a necessary conse- 
quence of any treaty with Danes, was to be paid to the 
Danish fleet. They moreover swore oaths of friendship 
and brotherhood, and, like the heroes of Homer, they 
exchanged arms in token of mutual good will.'^ The 


* On this conference between Eadmund and C'nut, and the procesH by 
which in most later accounts it l»as grown into a single combat between the 
rival Kings, see Appendix WVV. 

* So I infer from the pn)ceeding8 of Cnut after the death of Eadmund. 

® As Glaukos and DiomCdes, II. vi. 230 et seqq. ; Hektor and Aias, vii. 
303. Compare the brotherhood among the early MoHlems ; Muir’s Life of 
Mahomet, iii. 17. The same institution is found among the Dalmatian 
Morlacchi, where the sworn brothers or sisters {Pohratimi nnd Posedrme) 
were united by a sf)ecial religious ceremony. See Fortis, Viaggio in Dal- 
mazia, i. 58 (cf. Grote’s Greece, ii. 117); Fetter, Dalmazion, i. 226. It seems 
to exist among other Slaves as well, and we shall come across other cases 
in our own story. 

* * **Armiset vedibvft mutatis,” says Florence, but, if the tradition as to 
the personal stature of the two kings be correct, a judgement of Cyrus would 
have been presently needed to restore the clothes to their former owners. > 
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terms of the treaty, indeed the fact of Cnut’s consenting 
to any treaty at all, show how formidable the power of 
Eadmund must still have seemed. The Imperial dignity 
remained to the English King, who^ unlike his rival, 
was already a King in the fullest sense of the word, a 
King crowned and anointed. With this over-lordship 
of the whole realm, Eadmund kept the immediate do- 
minion of all England south of the Thames, together 
with East- Anglia, Essex, and London. Cnut took the 
remainder, the larger portion of the kingdom. As com- 
pared with ^ the division between H^lfred and Guthrum, 
the dominions of Eadmund were larger on one side 
and smaller on another. Eadmund gained Essex and 
East-Anglia, which, in the earlier division, fell to the 
lot of the Danes, while he lost the part of Mercia which 
was kept — or, more strictly, won back — by Alfred. It 
would seem that each prince was to succeed to the 
dominions of* the other, at all events if he died childless. 
The brothers of the two Kings seem to have been for- 
mally shut out. The sons of Eadmund were left in the 
usual position of minors. No immediate provision or 
stipulation was made for them ; but their position as 
^thelings, entitled to a preference on any future vacancy, 
seems to have been distinctly acknowledged. It is hardly 
possible that a lasting separation of the two parts of the 
kingdom was seriously meant. Such a division could 
not have lasted longer than the joint lives of the two 
reconciled competitors, and it would probably have been 
annulled at no distant time by the first quarrel between 
them.^ 

England had thus once more for a moment, as in the 
days of Eadwig and Eadgar, two Kings. But her two 
Kings were this time not hostile kinsmen, but reconciled 
enemies. After the conference at Olney, the newly made 
^ See the extract from the Encomium in Appendix WW. 
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CHAP. V. brothers parted. Cnut’s army returned to their ships, 
which had doubtless stayed in the Thames near London. 
The citizens beneath whose walls the power of Cnut and 
his father had been so often shattered, now made peace 
The Danes with the Danish host. As usual, money was paid to 
London!^ them, and they were allowed to winter as friends within 
the unconquered city. 


Death of 
Eadmuiid 
Ironside. 
Noveinljer 
.^o, 1016. 


SuHpicion.s 
against 
I^dric ; 


against 

Cnut. 


But meanwhile a sudden event set aside all the late 
engagements and made Cnut master of the whole realm. 
On Saint Andrew’s dav King Eadmund Ironside died 
in London. The manner of his death is uncertain.' 
Perhaps the overwhelming toil of the last seven months 
may have worn out the strength even of one whose 
vigorous frame had won hint his distinctive surname. 
The personal exertions of Eadmund must in truth have 
been greater than those of any other man in the two 
armies. Besides actual marching and fighting, there was 
the going to and fro after each battle to gather fresh 
troops. This labour must have })ressed more severely 
on Eadmund than on any one else, far more severely 
than on Cnut, who had his army always ready at hand. 
It is therefore quite possible in itself tliat the death of 
Eadmund was natural, and such a belief is in no way 
contradicted by our best authorities. But, according 
to a report which obtained a wide belief, he died by 
the hand, or at least by the practice, of Eadric. The 
traitor, or some kindred wrekdi in his employ, slew the 
King and brother whom he had so often betrayed, and 
that by a specially base and treacherous form of assas- 
sination. That Cnut himself had a hand in the deed is 
an obvious surmise, and one which his conduct imme- 
diately afterwards certainly does not belie. But no Eng- 
lish authority hints at any such suspicion ; the only 


* See Ap|)endix XX. 
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writers who attribute the murder to Cnut, or who even chap. v. 
imply tliat he was ever accused of the crime, are to be 
found among* the Danish King’s own countrymen. But 
whether the death of Eadmund was natural or violent, 
whether Cnut was or was not the instigator of the murder, 
if murder there was, he at least reaped all the advantage 
of tlie opportune end of his former rival and now sworn 
brother. The unbroken succession of the West-Saxon 
Kings, of tlie English Emperors of Britain, had now 
come to an end. The remains of the last, and one of 
the noblest, of that gi*eat line were carried to the common 
sanctuary of Briton and Englishman, and the body of 
Eadmund Ironside was laid by that of his grandfather 
Eadgar in the great minster of Glastonbury.^ In later Eadmund’s 
times, through all the rebuildings of that wonderful GlTiton^. 
pile, the memory of the hero of Sherstone and Assandun 
still lived. Till men arose in whose eyes art, history, 
and religion were alike worthless, he held a worthy place 
among a galaxy of royal tombs which Winchester or 
Westminster could hardly surpass.^ Behind the high 
altar, in his own chapel as a canonized saint, rested the 
body of Eadgar the Peaceful. Before the altar lay the 
supposed remains of the legendary Arthur and his yet 
more legendary Queen. North and south slept two 
champions of England, alike in name and in glory. On 
the north side lay Eadmund the Magnificent, one of the 
brother heroes of Brunanburh, the conqueror of Scot and 
Cumbrian and Northman, the deliverer of English cities 
from the heathen yoke. To the south lay his namesake 

^ Chronn, “His lie liS on Glsestingabyrig mid his ealdan faeder Ead- 
gare.” 

* On the Glastonbury tombs, see Willis, Architectural History of Glas- 
tonbury, p. 33. The first burying-place of Eadmund was before the high 
altar (Will. Malms, de Ant. Glast. Eccl. ap. Gale, p. 306). His tomb must 
have been removed on the Invention of Arthur in the time of Henry the 
Second. 
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cHAi’. V. and descendant, as glorious in defeat as in victory, the 
more than equal rival of the mighty Cnut, the man who 
raised England from the lowest depth of degradation, 
the guardian whose heart and arm never failed her, even 
if his ear lent too easy credence to the counsels of the 
traitor.' 

^ bellis vero regis Edmuiuli, et cle foi*titiidine ejus, noiine ha‘c 
scripta sunt in historiis veterum cum laude sumina T’ H. Hunt. M. H. B. 
755 !>• 

In a Melrose inanuBcript, lately printed at Gottingen (for which I have 
to thank Dr. Pauli), there are verses in honour of Kadmund’s later Scottish 
descendant William the Lion and of Eadmiuid himself. Ilia panegyric 
runs ; 

“Fimia basis fidei, plebis prutectio, regni 
Tutor solque suo tempoie solus enit. 

In cives clemens, in principe civis, in hostes 
Atrox, multiplici dote beatus homo.” 

His battles and victories are reckoneil at twelve ; 

^liruin ’ bis seno conflixit Marte, thriumfus, 

Tot tiAiens victis intitulavit eum.’' 

A West-Saxon poet might perhaps not have added ; 

^^A! nullum ejus post ortum breviter fero talem, 

Anglia se doh*at non genuisse virum.” 

Such a reign as Ea(bnun(rs was not likely to be rich in documents. There 
is one charter (Cod. Dipl. iii. 369) of ‘‘ Eadmundus a^Vling rex,” granting 
lands ^^ict Pegecyrean” (Peakirk in Northamptonshire) to the New Minster 
at Winchester. Its style, less turgid than that of ino.st Latin documents of 
the kind, may be characteristic either of the man or of the circumstances 
of the time. The time when Eadmund was most likely to exercise act.s 
of sovereignty in Northamptonshire would be in the autumn of roi6, be- 
tween the battles of Dtford and Assandun, when he was drawing troops 
from Lindesey and other distant parts of the kingdom. 



CHAPTEE VI. 


THE DANISH KINGS IN ENGLAND,^ 

loi 7-1042. 

I HAVE thought it right to narrate the course of events 
by which the Danish power was established in England 
at nearly as great detail as I purpose to narrate the central 
events of my history. The Danish and Norman Conquests 

^ Our authorities for this period are nearly the same as those for the 
reign of ^^Ahelrcd. The Chronicles and Florence are still our main guides, 
and, as Florence (lraw.s nearer to his own time, he more commonly inserts 
independent matter which is not to be found in the Chronicles. We get 
the same kind of supplementary help as before from the secondary English 
authorities, the later and the local writers. We have the same hard task 
as before in trying to reconcile the English accounts with the various Scan- 
dinavian sagas and chronicles. The Encomium Emmae becomes of greater 
importance, but it must still be used with caution, as it is clear that the writer, 
though contemporary, was deeply prejudiced and often very ill informed. 
We now also begin to draw our first help from one most valuable document, 
the contemporary Life of Eadward the Confessor, published by Mr. Luard. 
This was written, between the years 1066 and 1074, by one who was inti- 
mately acquainted with Godwine and his family, and it helps us to n)any 
facts and aspects of facts which are not to be found elsewhere. But the 
most important point with regard to our authorities for this time is that we 
must now cease to quote the English Chronicles as one work. The differ- 
ences between the various copies now begin to assume a real historical 
importance. The narratives often differ widely from each other, and often 
show widely different ways of looking at men and things. They show 
that something very like the distinction of Whig and Tory can be traced 
as far back as the eleventh century. I first pointed out the difference 
of feeling which the different Chronicles display with regard to Godwine 
in a paper on the Earfs Life and Death, in the Archaeological Journal 
for 1854--1855. Since that time Mr. Earle, in the Introduction to his 
“ Two of tlie Saxon Chronicles Parallel,” has gone fully and exhaustively 
into the matter from his point of view, and has given what may be called 

VOL. I. D d 
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are so closely connected with one another as cause and 
effect that the history of the one is an essential part of the 
history of the other. I now come to a period of nineteen 
years of a widely different character. The reign of Cnut ^ 
was, as regards the isle of Britain^ almost a repetition of 
the reign of Eadgar. Within the realm of England itself 
we do not hear of a single disturbance. And the forces 
of England had now but seldom to be employed against 
Celtic enemies within her own island. One Scottish in- 
vasion of England, one English invasion of Wales, make 
up nearly the whole of the warfare of this reign within our 
own seas. There was indeed warfare enough elsewhere, war- 
fare in which Englishmen had their share. But the details 
of Cnut’s wars in the Scandinavian North are often not 
a little doubtful, and, even if they were far better ascer- 
tained, they would not call for any minute attention at the 
hands of an historian either of England or of Normandy. 
After Cnut^s power was once fully established in England, 


biographies of the various records which are commonly confounded under 
the name of the Saxon Chronicle/’ I shall hereafter follow Mr. Earle’s 
nomenclature (grounded on that of Jocelin, Secretary to Archbishop Parker), 
and shall quote them as follows. The manuscrit>t commonly quoted as 
“ C, C. C. C. clxxiv.” I quote as the Wimhester Chronicle. For our 
period this Chronicle contains only a few entries added at Canterbury. 
“ Cott. Tib. B. i.” is the Abingdon Chronicle, the only one hostile to Cod'- 
wine. “ Cod. Tib, B. iv.” is the Worcester Chronicle. “ Bodl. Laud. 636 ” 
is the Peterborough Chronicle, stronglj' Godwinist. (This part however 
was composed at Worcester, the Chronicle being transcribed and continued 
at Peterborough.) ^^Cott. Domit. A. viii.” is Canterbury ^ the least valuable 
of all, but of more importance now than in earlier times. 

^ Cnut or Knudf in one syllable, is this King’s true name, and the best 
Latin form is Cnuto, according to the usual way of Latinizing Scandinavian 
names. See above, p. 165. The form Canutus seems to have arisen from 
Pope Paschal the Second’s inability to say Cnut. The later King Cnut, 
the supposed martyr, was therefore canonized by him as “ Sanctus Canutus.” 
See jEthelnoth’s Life of Saint Cnut, capp. iv. vi. xxxiii. (Langebek, iii. 
340, 382). The writer, an English monk settled in Denmark, thinks the 
lengthening of the name a great honour, and compares it with the change 
from Abram to Abraham ; but he somewhat inconsistently cuts down his 
own name to AilnothuSt 
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we have next to no purely English events to record. Still chai*. vi. 
there are few periods of our history which call for more 
attentive study. We have to contemplate the wonderful 
character of the man himself, his almost unparalleled 
position, the general nature of his government and policy. 

A few particular events which directly connect English 
and Norman history will also need a special examination. 

Of one events more important than all in its results, no 
man could discern the importance at the moment. While 
Cnut sat on the throne of England, William the Bastard 1027 
first saw the light at Falaise. 1028. 

The remainder of the period contained in this Chapter, Character 
taking in the reigns of the two sons of Cnut, is 01 a reign« of 
different character. The reigns of those two worthless 
youths were short and troubled, and the accounts which 
we find in our best authorities are singularly contradictory. 

But the seven years between the death of Cnut and the 
election of Eadward are highly important in many ways. 

Several men who were to play the most important part in 
the times immediately following, men formed under Cnut^ 
but who, while he lived, were overshadowed by their 
sovereign, now come forth into full prominence. Foremost 
among them all is the renowned name of Godwine, Earl of 
the West-Saxons. These reigns also prepared the way for 
the Norman Conquest in a most remarkable, though an 
indirect manner. The great scheme of Cnut, the establish- 
ment of an Anglo- Scandinavian Empire, fell to pieces after 
his death through the divisions and misgovernment of his 
sons. Harold and Harthaenut disgusted Englishmen with 
Danish rule, and led them to fall back on one of their own 
countrymen as their King. But the English King thus 
chosen proved to be, for all practical purposes, a French- 
man, and his French tendencies directly paved the way for 
the coming of William. Now it is not likely that any 
power whatever could have permanently kept all CnuFs 

J) d 2, 
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crowns upon the same head. But had his sons been at all 
worthy of him, a powerful dynasty, perhaps none the less 
English in feeling because Danish in blood, might well 
have been established in England. Under such a dynasty 
it is still possible that England might have been con- 
quered in the open field. But it is quite impossible that 
the path of the Conqueror should have been made ready 
for him in the way that it actually was by the weakness 
of Eadward and the intrigues of the foreign favourites 
with whom he surrounded himself. 


§ 1. TAe Reigyi of Cnut in England. 10 17-1035. 

The death of Eadmund left Cnut without a rival He 
had already been twice chosen to the English crown ; once 
by the voice of the Danish host on the death of his father 
Swegen,^ and a second time, more regularly, by the vote 
of the majority of the English Witan after the death 
of TEthelred.’^ He was also most likely entitled by the 
Treaty of Olney to succeed to the dominions of Eadmund. 
He was in actual possession of the larger half of the 
kingdom. But Cnut, if valiant, was also wary; it might 
be too much, especially at this stage of his life, to attri- 
bute to him any actual shrinking from bloodshed; but 
he at least fully understood the value of constitutional 
forms, and he had no wish to resort to violence when his 

^ Nothing can be made of the unintelligible story in Snorro (c. 25 ; 
Lairg, ii. 21, and see Appendix W), according to which the sons of 
^tln lred and Emma, assisted by Olaf of Norway and his foster-father 
Kane, made an unsuccessful attempt upon England after Eadmund’ s death. 
The tale may have arisen from some confusion with the later attempt on 
behalf of the ^thelings made by Duke Robert of Normandy. Snorro is 
throughout, as we shall often have occasion to see, most ill-informed on 
English affairs. Can this Rane be the same as Rariig, whom we find Earl 
of the Magesaetas twenty years later ? 

® See above, p. 567. 

® See above, p. 381. 
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purpose could be better accomplisbed by peaceful means, chap. vi. 
He was determined to be King of all England;^ he was 
equally determined not to parade the right of conquest 
offensively before the eyes of his new subjects, but to rest 
his claim to the crown on an authority which no man 
could gainsay. He accordingly assembled the Witan of Witena- 
all England in London/ no doubt at the usual Midwinter 
festival. Before this assembly the King of the Mercians Clinstmas, 
and Northumbrians^ set forth his claim to the kingdom of Cmit 
Wessex and East- Anglia, as the designated successor <^fcroTnby^ 
Eadmund according to the Treaty of Olney. The danger 
lay from a possible competition, not so much on the part of Olney. 
of the infant children of Eadmund as on that of his 
brothers.'^ The witnesses of the Olney compact were Testimony 
brought forward and questioned by Cnut. They affirmed messes to 
that no portion of the kingdom had ever been assigned to 
the brothers of Eadmund; those princes had received no 
portion during his life, and they were entitled to no right 
or preference at his death. As for his sons, Cnut, the 
adopted brother of Eadmund, had been named by him as 
their guardian during their minority.^ Cnut was then Cnut cho- 
formally acknowledged as King of all England, his recog- 
nition, it would seem, being accompanied by a formal 
exclusion of the brothers and sons of Eadmund.^ How far 1017. 
the electors acted under constraint, we know not ; but it is 
certain that no act was ever more regular in point of form, 
and in no recorded transaction do the popular principles 

^ On Cnut’u apparently temtorial title, see Appendix M. 

2 On the accession of Cnut to the whole kingdom, see Appendix TT. 

3 I borrow the title from Florence’s description of Cnut’s son Harold, 

Rex Merciorum et Northhymbrorum,” in recording the analogous event 

of 1037. 

* On the brothers of Eadmund who were living, see Appendix SS. 

* See above, p. 397, and Appendix WW. 

® FI. 1016. ** Fratres et filios Eadmundi omnino despexerunt, eosque 

reges esse negaverunt.” Compare the former exclusion of the whole house 
of iEthelred. See above, p. 381. 



406 


THE DANISH KINGS IN ENGLAND. 


cKxr. VI. 


Outlawry 
of the two 
Eadwigs. 


Murder 
of the 
./Etheling 
Ea<lwig. 


CnuVa pre- 
ference for 
England, 


of the ancient English constitution stand forth more 
clearly. The usual compact^ between King and people 
was gone through^ with a further mutual promise on the 
part of Danes and English to forget all old grudges. 
Money was, as a matter of course^ to be paid to the 
Danish army. The new King was crowned^ no doubt in 
Saint Paul’s minster, by Archbishop Lyfing.^ Measures 
for the security of the new dynasty were taken. With 
regard to the .iEtheling Eadwig, who is described as a 
prince of high character and the object of universal esteem, 
the jealousy of Cnut was not satisfied with his exclusion 
from the crown. A decree of outlawry was passed against 
him, as also against another Eadwig, who is unknown to 
us, except that he bears the strange title of King of the 
Churls.^ This last Eadwig is said to have made his peace 
with the King ; but Eadwig the .^theling — so at least the 
rumour of the time said — was treacherously murdered by 
Cnut’s order before the year was out. 

In this important Gemot a division of England was 
made wliich shows how thoroughly at home the new King 
already felt in his new kingdom. It is clear from the 
whole course of Cnut's reign that of all his dominions 
England was that which he most prized. In the midst 
of his most brilliant victories England was always his fa- 
vourite dwelling-place, better loved than his native Denmark, 
better loved than any of the other lands which he brought 
under his power. In the roll-call of his titles England 
held the first place. England was his home ; she was, as 
it were, the love of his youth ; her crown was the prize 
which he had won with his own right hand, when he had 
as yet neither inherited the ancestral kingship of Denmark 

^ Fl. 1017. ** Foedfia etiam cum principibus et omni populo (see Ap- 

pendix Q) ipse, et illi cum ipso percusserunt.” 

See Appendix TT. 

® On the two Eadwigs, see Appendix YY. 
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nor spread his dominion over Norweg'ians, Swedes, and chap. vr. 
Wends. And he not only made himself at home in 

^ ^ ^ . baxon part 

England; he made himself specially at home, in the of England, 
purely Saxon part of England. Already King of the 
Northumbrians and Mercians, it would not have been 
wonderful if he had fixed the seat of his rule in his 
own half-Danish realm, and had dealt with East- Anglia 
and the Saxon shires as conquered dependencies. And 
we may conceive that the future history of England might 
have been different in many ways, if York had been 
permanently established by Cnut as the capital of the 
kingdom. But Cnut, when once chosen King by the 
Witan of all England, was determined to fill in every- 
thing the place of the Kings of the English who had been 
before him. Those Kings were primarily Kings of the 
West-Saxons; the other English kingdoms were depen- 
dencies of the West-Saxon state. They had gradually 
been more or less closely incorporated with the dominant 
realm, but they still remained distinct governments, each 
with its own Ealdorman and its own Gemot. This form 
of administration was continued, and was more definitely 
organized by Cnut. England was divided into four great four- 
governments, answering to the four most powerful and sion of tlie 

permanent amon^ the seven ancient kingdoms.^ For his 
^ ^ ^ He retains 

own immediate share he kept, not Northumberland or Wessex in 

Mercia, but Wessex, the cradle of the royal house which han?C"and 

he had supplanted. Over the others he appointed Earls, 

a title which now throughout the kingdom displaces the Northum- 

more ancient name of Ealdormen.^ Thurkill obtained or Mercia,’ 

^ The fourfold division is well marked in a Charter of .^thelred (Cod. 

Dipl. iii. 314), which is said to be witnessed by thegns “segSer ge of West- 
Sexan, ge of Myrcean, ge of Denon, ge of Englon.” The “Danes” here 
must mean the Northumbrians, and the “ English,” distinctively so called, 
the East- Angles. 

* Florence calls Thurkill and Eric comites, Eadric alone dux, I conceive 
that crnies is meant to translate eorl, and dux to translate ealdorman. 
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kept East-Anglia. Eric the King’s brother-in-law was 
confirmed in, or restored to_, the government of North- 
humberland, with which he had been invested a year 
before.^ Eadrie, as the reward of his treasons and mur- 
ders, was again appointed to his old earldom of Mercia. 
But the signatures to the charters show that the title of 
Earl was by no means confined to these three great 
viceroys. As before with the title of Ealdorman, so 
now its equivalent Earl was the title borne alike by the 
governor of an ancient kingdom and by the subordinate 
governor of one or more shires.^ We can trace the 
names of several such Earls, both English and Danish, 
through the charters of Cnut’s reign. And among them 
we see, as filling a marked and special position, the name of 
one who was presently to become the first man in the 
English Empire — one who rose to power by the favour 
of strangers, only to become the champion of our land 
against strangers of every race — one who, never himself 
a King, was to be the maker, the kinsman, the father of 
Kings. From an early stage of the reign of Cnut we 
see a high and special place among the great men of the 
realm filled by the deathless name of Godwine the son of 
Wulfnoth. 

We feel that we are at last drawing near to the real 
centre of our history when we bring in the name of the 
great champion of England against Norman influence, the 
father of the King who died as her champion against 
Norman invasion. The sudden and mysterious rise of this 


Probably Eadrie kept the English title ; if so, it was its last use in the old 
half-kingly sense, and in a year or two the title dies out altogether from the 
Chronicles, though its use still goes on in private documents, and even in 
Cnut’s own Laws. 

‘ See above, p. 379. 

* So we now apply the title of Lord Lieutenant — the nearest modern 
approach to the ancient Ealdorman — both to the Viceroy of the ancient 
kingdom of Ireland and to the military chief of a single county. 
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great man is one of the most striking features of our chap. vi. 
history, and his origin is perhaps the most obscure and 
difficult question of all the obscure and difficult questions 
which our history presents. With no certain explanation Sudden 
of so singular a promotion, we find, from the very be- of Godwine 
ginning of the reign of Cnut, Godwine, an Englishman, 
whose parentage and whose rank by birth are utterly 
doubtful, holding high office under the Danish monarch, 
honoured with a connexion by marriage with the royal 
house, and before long distinctly marked out as the first 
subject in the realm. One account makes him a kinsman Different 
of the traitor Eadric; another makes him the son of a ^s^to'^od- 
churl, seemingly on the borders of Gloucestershire and 

^ origin. 

Wiltshire, who won the favour of the Danish Earl TJlf by 
incidental services done to him after the battle of Sher- 
stone.^ But, whatever was his origin, it is clear that his 
advancement was one of the first acts of the reign of Cnut. 

Among the foremost men of his newly won kingdom, Godwine 
Godwine recommended himself to the discerning conqueror ^vourraLl 
by his valour in war, his prudence in counsel, his diligence 
in business, his eloquence in speech, his agreeable discourse of Earl, 
and equable temper.^ I infer that Godwine had dis- 
tinguished himself in the war on the side of Eadmund, 
but that he was early in offering his allegiance to the con- 
queror.^ The rank of Earl — with what jurisdiction we 
know not — was the reward of these merits. We find him 
holding that dignity in the second year of Cnut’s reign,^ 

^ On the origin of Godwine, see Appendix ZZ. 

^ Vita Eadw. ap. Luard, p. 392. “Quuni consilio cautlssimus, turn 
bellicis rebus ab ipso re^e probatus est strenuissirnua. Erat quoque morum 
ajqualitate tain ciinctis quam ipsi regi gratissimus, as.siduo laboris accinctu 
inconiparabilis, jocunda et prompta affabilitate omnibus affabilis,” Pre- 
sently be is “profundus eloquio.” William of Malmesbury also (ii. 197) 
speaks of Godwine’s eloquence ; “ Homo affectati leporis, et ingenue 
gentilitia lingua eloquens, mirus dicere, mirus populo persuadere quae 
placiirent.” 

3 See Appendix ZZ. * See Appendix AAA. 
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and it is not unlikely to have been conferred upon him in 
the very Gemot of which we have just been speaking. 
He became a personal favourite with the King, high in 
his confidence, and he soon rose to greater power and 
dignity still. 


Cnut’s power now seemed firmly established ; at the 
same time he thought it expedient to resort to more 
than one means of strengthening it. In the month of 
July in this year he contracted a marriage which is one 
of the most singular on record. The widow of ^thelred, 
iElfgifu-Emma_, was asked to share the English throne 
a second time. Nothing loth^ she came over from Nor- 
mandy, married the new King, and took up her old 
position as Lady of the English.^ Fifteen years before, 
she had in her youth crossed the sea on the same errand ; 
now, a mature widow, she gave herself to a man who 
was much younger than herself, who had overturned the 
throne of her first husband, and had driven her children 
into banishment. Cnut’s motives for this singular mar- 
riage are not very clear, unless, as one historian suggests, 
it was part of his system of reconciliation. He wished, 
we are told, to win the hearts of the English, and to 
make as little change as possible in the appearance of the 
English court, by putting again in her old place a Lady 
to whom they were accustomed.^ But this would seem 
to imply that Emma enjoyed a popularity among the 
English, which the foreign woman, the cause of so many 
evils, was not likely to have won. If a connexion with 
the ducal house of Normandy was all that Cnut aimed 
at, a marriage with one of Duke Richard's daughters 
would have seemed a more natural alliance for the young 

^ On the marriage of Cnut and Emma, see Appendix BBB. 

* Will, Malms, ii. i8i. '*Ut, dum consuetae dominse deferrent obse- 
quium, minus Banorum suspirarent imperiuiu.” 



MARRIAGE OF CNUT AISTD EMMA. 


411 


conqueror than a marriage with their dowager aunt. chap. vi. 
But it is possible, after all^ that personal preference may 
really have led to this strange match. There is some 
slight reason to think that Cnut and Emma may have 
met for the purposes of negotiation during the siege of 
London.^ And Emma, though much older than Cnut, 
may still have kept much of the beauty which won her 
the title of the Gem of the Normans.^ The marriage 
was, after all, less strange than one which had scandalized 
the West-Frankish court two generations earlier. Eadgifu, 
the daughter of Eadward, the sister of ^thelstan^ the 
widow of Charles, the mother of Lewis, had, when already 
a grandmother of some standing, eloped with the young 95 
and handsome Count Herbert, and had bestowed two 
half-brothers on her royal son.^ At any rate, whatever 
may have been Cnut’s motive in his marriage with the 
royal widow, it is certain that at the time of his forming 
this more exalted connexion he was, like so many of the 
Norman Dukes, already hampered by an earlier connexion 
of that doubtful kind of which I have often spoken.'^ 

Cnut had already taken as his concubine or Danish wife, CnutV 
iElfgifu of Northampton, the daughter of ^Iflielm the w/th^* 
murdered Earl of the Northumbrians. By her Cnut ^J^thainp- 
believed himself to be the father of two sons, Harold 
and Swegen, who after his death succeeded to two of 
his kingdoms. But scandal affirmed that neither of 
them was really of kingly birth. The barren jElfgifu 


^ See Appendix W. 

^ Hen. Hunt. M. H. B. 752 A. ^^Ernrna, Norman norum gemma.” So 
Godfrey, Prior of Winchester, in the Epigrammata Historica printed in 
Wright’s Satirical Poets, ii. 148 ; 

Splendidior gemma meriti splendoribus Emma.^* 

^ Flod. A. 951 ; Bicher, ii. loi ; Palgrave, ii. 619. Lewis himself was 
much younger than his wife Gerberga, daughter of Henry the Fowler and 
widow of Gilbert of Lotharingia, 

* See Appendix BBB, 
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two children whom she affirmed to be their common off- 
spring, but of whom Svvegen was in truth the son of a 
priest and Harold the son of a shoemaker. iElfgifu 
was certainly living at the time of Cnut’s marriage 
with her namesake ; whether either of her supposed sons 
was born after that date is not so clear. But it was 
doubtless the existence of one or other of these children 
which made Emma stipulate, as she is said to have done, 
that the throne should pass to Cnut’s children by her, 
to the exclusion of those by any other wife. The King 
agreed, no doubt only so far as he constitutionally could ; 
the marriage took place, and was blessed with the births 
of Harthaenut and Gunhild. Emma seems to have 
utterly forgotten, not only the memory of ^thelred, but 
the existence of her children by him; her whole love 
was transferred to the young Danish King and to the 
children whom she bore to him. 

The marriages of Emma would seem to have needed 
a bloodbath as their necessary attendant. Her bridal 
with iEtlielred was almost immediately followed by the 
great massacre of the Danes her second bridal with 
Cnut was followed in the like sort, if not by an actual 
massacre, yet by a considerable slaughter of Englishmen 
who were felt to be dangerous to the Danish monarch. 
The whole course of the year was marked by executions 
Fate of the and banishments. The iEtheling Eadwig, the most dan- 
gerous of Cnut’s possible competitors, was removed as we 
have seen.2 The rumour of his assassination at least 
implies that he died during the year in some way or 
other. Of the other sons of -^Sthelred’s first marriage 
we can give no account, except of those who seem to 
have been already dead. His children by Emma were 
safe in Normandy, and they did not come back to England 
^ See above, p. 315. * See above, p. 406. 
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with their mother. The romantic marriage of Eadmund chap. vi. 
Ironside with Ealdgyth the widow of Sigeferth^ had 
given him two sons, Eadmund and Eadward, who were 
of course mere babes, and who, from the date of their 
mother’s marriage, would seem to have been twins. These The sons of 
children were now sent out of the kingdom. The scandal 
of the time affirmed that Eadric, the common author 

and thence 

all evil, counselled their death.^ Cnut shrank from the to Hun- 
shame of slaying them in England ; but — -according to 
one version, by the advice of Emma^ — he sought means 
to have them put out of the way in some distant land. 

His half-brother, Olaf or James, the son of his mother 
Sigrid,^ now reigned over Sweden. To him he sent the 
babes, begging him to put them to death. The Swede, 
a zealous propagator of Christianity in his own dominions,^ 
abhorred the crime, but stood in fear of his brother’s 
power. He therefore sent the children to the King of 
the Hungarians, the sainted Stephen,® to be saved alive 
and brought up. Both lived, and one will appear again 

^ See above, p. 374- Alberic of Trois- Fontaines (51) makes them children 
of Eadwig. 

^ Flor. Wig. 1017. 

^ This rumour is preserved by the so-called Bromton, 907, Though the 
authority of this writer is as low as anything can be, the trait is character- 
istic, and savours of a contemporary scandal-monger. 

* Sigrid, wido vv of Eric the Victorious, and mother of Olaf of Sweden, 
was mother of Cnut by her second marriage with Swegen. J. Magni Hist. 

Goth, xvii, 17, 18 (Borne, I554\ Olaf died in 1018. Swedish tradition 
says much of his friendship and hereditary alliance with England, especially 
with King **Mildredus” or “ Eldredus,’^ of all which I find no trace in 
English history. 

® Adam Brem. ii. 50, 56. 

* Florence, followed by Boger of Wendover, calls the Hungarian King 
Solomon. But Solomon did not begin to reign till 1063. Stephen died in 
1038. Thwrocz, Chron. Hung. c. xxxiv. ; Scriptt. Ber. Hung, (Wien 1746), 
p. 98. The Chronicles at this stage are silent on the matter, but the poem 
in the Worcester Chronicle under 1057 says that Cnut sent Eadward ‘‘on 
Ungerland to be^wicane” — Sweden is not mentioned. Adam of Bremen 
(ii. 51) gives them another refuge; ^‘in Kuzziam exsilio damnati.” So 
Karamsin, Hist, de Bussie, ii. 48, 
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old kingly blood of Wessex found its way into the veins 
of the later rulers of England and Scotland. 

The iEtheling Eadwig, whatever was his end, clearly 
Christmas did not die by any judicial sentence. But the Christmas 
10T7-1018. ^kis year, held in London,^ was marked by the 

deaths of several men of high rank, some of whom at 
least, whatever may have been their guilt or innocence, 
seem to have died in a more regular way by the hand 
of the executioner. These were ^thelvveard, the son of 
-^thelmser distinguished as the Great ; ^ Brihtric, the son 
of jElfbeah of Devonshire, and Northman, the son of 
the Ealdorman Leofwine. This last name introduces us 
to a family which was to play a most important part in 
the times immediately before and immediately after the 
Norman Conquest.'^ Of Leofwine personally we know 
nothing; the fate of his son Northman is in one of our 
accounts specially connected with the fate of Eadric.'^ 
One thing is plain, that Northman’s offence, whatever 
it was, was something wliolly personal to himself and in 
no way touched the rest of his family.^ This fact, together 
with the advancement of Godwine, should be carefully borne 
in mind. Whatever was the justice or injustice of these 
executions,® they were at least no part of any deliberate 

^ So Florence; '‘in nativitate Domini, cum esset Lundoniae.” A 
different order of events might perhaps be inferred from the Chronicles ; 
but Florence is clearly more careful in his arrangement in this place. 

^ “ u^ltielmaeres paes greatan,” say the Abingdon, Worcester, and Peter- 
borough annalists. What kind of greatness is implied ? This may be the 
^thelweard who is said to have failed to slay Eadwig; but this ^thel-’ 
weard and this .dEthelmaer must be distinguished from the real or supposed 
brothers of Eadric. So Brihtric must be distinguished from the Brihtric of 
the year 1009. s Appendix CCC. 

* Hist. Eves. 84. “ Cnuto . . . fecit occidi Edricum . . . cum quo 

etiam et aliis pluribus suis militibus, quidam potens homo, Nonnannus 
vocabulo, frater scilicet hujus Leofrici comitis, perimitur ejus jussione.” 

® See below, p. 418, 

® Florence (1017) asserts their injustice ; the victims died “sine culpa.” 
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plan for exterminating the English nobility and substi- chap, vi, 
tuting Danes in their place.^ We shall soon see that the 
policy of Cnut led him to an exactly opposite course. ^ 

The new King however kept a careful eye on all who Treatment 
were in any way connected with the English royal family, i^-iaw of 
The sons-in-law of iEthelred seem to have awakened the 
suspicions of Cnut almost as strongly as his sons. Of 
the daughters of ^thclred three were certainly married, 
to EadriCj to Uhtred, and to an unknown iEthelstan.^ 

A fourth is said to have been the wife of Ulfcytel, and 
to have passed with his East- Anglian government to the 
Dane Thurkill. All these men were gradually got rid of 
by death or banishment. iEthelstan and Ulfcytel had 
had the good luck to die in open battle. We have already 
seen how easily Cnut was led to consent to the death of 
Uhtred,^ and we shall presently see Thurkill himself, to Thurkill 
whom Cnut in a great measure owed his crown, driven 1021. 
into banishment. The remaining son-in-law of iEthelred, Eadric put 
the infamous Eadric, met the reward of all his crimes in chr^tmas, 
this same Christmas Gemot. So short a time had he 
enjoyed the dignity which he had kept or recovered by 
so many treasons. That he was put to death at this time 
is certain, but that is nearly all that can be said. The 
renown, or rather infamy, of his name drew special atten- 
tion to his end, and the retributive justice which lighted 
on the traitor became a favourite subject of romance.'^ 

The immediate cause or pretext of his death can hardly Motives 
be ascertained ; but the feelings of Cnut towards him execution, 
may easily be guessed. Eadric, notwithstanding all his 

* As Lappenberg (ii. 200) seems to think, on the strength of a passage 
in tlie Ramsey History, c. 84. If this be the necessary meaning of the 
Ramsey writer, his authority is very small on such a point, and the general 
course of Cnut’s conduct looks quite the other way. 

* See Appendix SS. 

^ See above, p. 379. 

* On the different versions of the tale, see Appendix DDD. 
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crimes, was an Englishman of the highest rank ; in the 
absence of available male heirs, his marriage made him in 
some sort the nearest representative of the royal house; 
the very success of his repeated crimes shows that he 
must, somehow or other, have obtained the lead of a 
considerable party. In all these characters he was dan- 
gerous ; Cnut must have felt that a man who had so 
often betrayed his former masters would have as little 
scruple about betraying him ; ^ he could hardly avoid 
confirming him in his earldom in the assembly of the 
former winter, but he had doubtless already made up 
his mind to seize on the first opportunity to destroy 
him. We may believe that Cnut, as we are told in most 
versions of the story, gave himself out as the avenger of 
his adopted brother ; but the removal of the arch-traitor 
was a step which prudence, as prudence was understood 
by Cnut at that stage of his reign, called for fully as 
much as justice. 

The character and career of Eadric, like those of ^Elfric, 
his predecessor in office and in crime/ form one of the 
standing puzzles of history. It is hard to understand the 
motives for such constant and repeated treasons on the 
part of one who had, solely by royal favour, risen from 
nothing to the highest rank in the state. It is equally 
difficult to understand by what sort of fascination he could 
have found the means either to work his treasons or to 
blind the eyes of those who suffered by them. That both 
his crimes and his influence have been much exaggerated 
is highly probable. It is likely enough that he has been 
made the scape-goat for many of the sins both of other 
individuals and of the whole nation. A tendency of this 

* So Florence ; ** Quia timebat insidiis ab eo aliquando circumveniri, 
sicut domini sui priores ^gelredus et Eadmundus frequenter sunt circum- 
venti.’* 

^ See above, pp. 278, 326. 
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kind to lay all blame upon some one man is not uncom- chap. vi. 
mon. Thus in our Norman history we have seen all the 
mischief that happened attributed at one time to Arnulf 
of Flanders, and at another to Theobald of Chartres.^ 

But exaggeration of this kind must have had som'e sub- 
stantial ground to go upon. Without necessarily be- 
lieving that Eadric personally wrought all the countless 
and inexplicable treasons which are laid to his charge, it 
is impossible to doubt that he knew how to exercise an 
extraordinary influence over men’s minds, and tlrat that 
influence was always exerted for evil. It may be observed Twoclaaaes 
that the crimes attributed to him fall into two classes. LcribeTto 
His treasons on the field of battle^ at Sherstone and at 
Assandun^ were wrought openly in the sight of two armies, 
and, asserted as they are by contemporary writers, we 
cannot do otherwise than accept them. But there is Difference 
another class of charges which do not rest on the same credibility 
firm ground. Such are his supposed share in the deaths 

^ ... kinds of 

of Eadmund and Eadwig, his advice to destroy the children charges, 
of Eadmund, and other cases where his counsel is said to 
have led to various crimes and mischiefs, or to have 
thwarted the accomplishment of wise and manly purposes. 

Some of these charges are not found in our best autho- 
rities, and, of those which are^ some may well be merely 
the surmises of the time, going on the general principle 
that^ whenever any mischief was done, Eadric must needs 
be the doer of it. The annalists could not well be mis- 
taken as to Eadric’s conduct on the field of Assandun ; 
they might easily be mistaken as to any particular piece of 
advice said to have been given by him to jEthelred, to 
Eadmund, or to Cnut. In these last cases their statements 
prove little more than the universal belief that Eadric was 
capable of every wickedness. But that universal belief, 
though it proves little as to this or that particular action, 

^ See above, p. 205, 233. 
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proves everytliing* as to Eadric’s general character. After 
making every needful deduction, enough is left, not only 
to brand the name of Eadric with infamy, but to brand it 
with infamy of a peculiar kind, which holds him up as 
a remarkable study of human character as well for the 
philosopher as for the historian. We have much more 
both of crime and of sorrow to go through in the course 
of our history; it is at least some comfort that no sinner 
of the peculiar type of Eadric will occur again. 

By the death of Eadric his earldom of Mercia became 
vacant. It was most likely conferred on Eeofwine, the 
father of the slain Northman, who had seemingly hitherto 
held the ealdormanship of the Hwiccas under the superior 
rule of Eadric,^ And an earldom held by Northman, per- 
haps that of Chester, is said to have been conferred on his 
brother Ijeofric, who some years later succeeded his father 
in the government of all Mercia. 

The next year we hear that a fleet of thirty pirate ships, 
seemingly coming to attack England, was cut off by 
Cnut. Thus, as a contemporary writer says, he who had 
once been the destroyer of the land had now become its 
defender.^ In the same year a heavy Danegeld was paid, 
doubtless tliat which had been agreed upon in the treaty 
between Cnut and Eadmund at Olney.^ London paid ten 
thousand five hundred ^ pounds, and the rest of England 


* See Apiiendix CCC. 

* Thietmar, viii. 5. ''In Anglis triginta navium habitatores piratae a 
rege eorum, Suenni regis filio, Deo gratias, occisi sunt ; et qui prius cum 
patre hujus erat invasor et assiduus destructor provincise, nunc solus sedit 
defensor, ut in Libycis basiliscus arenis cultore vacuis.*’ 

* It took some time to collect these large sums. Thus the Danegeld 
voted in loii was paid in 1012. See above, pp. 350-355. This Danegeld 
is referred to in Heming's Worcester Cartulary, 248 (Mon. Angl. i. 595), a 
passage to which I shall have to refer again. 

* £10500, according to the Abingdon and Worcester Chronicles and 
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paid seventy-two thousand. This is something like a chap. vi. 
measure of the position which the great merchant city 
held in the kingdom. Cnut was thus able to satisfy the Cnut dis- 
claims of his fleet, and he now kept only forty ships in his ^eatL 
pay, sending the rest back to Denmark. The crews 
these ships seem to have beeii the germ of the famous force 
of the Thingmen or Ilovsecarls, of whom, and of the peculiar 
legislation which affected them, I shall presently have 
much to say. This same year a Witenagemot was held, Witena- 
which marks an tera in the reign of Cnut, and which may 
be looked upon as the winding up of the severities which 
almost necessarily followed upon the conquest. A large 
body of the chief men of both nations, Danish and Eng- 
lish, assembled at Oxford, the town where a like assembly, 
three years before, had been dishonoured by the murder 1015. 
of Sigeferth and Morkere.^ Danes and English alike Renewal of 
united in a decree for the observance of the laws of King 
Eadgar.2 This is the first time that we have met with 
this formula in England, though we have already come 
across it in Norman history, when Cnut’s grandfather 
Harold is said to have restored the laws of Rolf.*"^ It has Import of 
here the same meaning which it has in earlier and in 
later examples. The renewal of the laws of Eadgar has the 
same meaning as the renewal of the laws of Rolf after the 
expulsion of the French from Normandy, as the renewal 
of the laws of Cnut after the expulsion of Tostig from 
Northumberland, as the often promised and often evaded 
renewal of the laws of Eadward in the days of the Norman 


Florence. £11000, according to the Peterborough and Canterbuiy 
Chronicles. 

^ See above, p. 373. 

^ The Abingdon Chronicle has only, ‘^And Dene and Engle wurdon 
saemrasele set Oxnaforda.*’ The Worcester annalist makes the important 
addition, to Eadgares lage.” So Florence ; ** Angli et Dani apud Oxeua- 
fordam de lege regis Eadgari tenenda Concordes sunt effecti.” 

^ See above, p. 218. 


E e 2 
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princes spoken of were specially looked on as lawgivers. 

Eadgar and Cnut had undoubtedly some claim to that 

title, but we know not that Holf had any, and Eadward 

certainly had none. But the demand does not refer to 

codes of law issued, or belieVed to be issued, by any of 

these princes. The cry is really, as an ancient writer 

explains it,^ not for the laws which such a King enacted, 

but for the laws which such a King observed. It is in 

fact a demand for good government in a time of past or 

expected oppression or maladministration. It is, as in this 

case, a demand that a foreign King should take the best 

of his native predecessors as his model. The name of the 

last King who left behind him a name for just and 

mild government is taken as the embodiment of all just 

and mild government. The people in effect demand, and 

the King in effect promises, that his government shall be 

as good as that of the popular hero whose name is put 

forward. Now, with a foreign conqueror for their King, 

with the ancient kingly house cut down to a few exiled 

children, with the flower of the ancient nobility cut off in 

the carnage of Assandun, Englishmen looked back with 

yearning to the days of their native rulers. The reign of 

jEthelred was a time which the national memory would be 

The me- glad to deal with as a blank. English imagination leaped 

E^gar^ back to the glorious and happy days of the peaceful 

^ceptable Basileus, when Englishmen beat their swords into plough- 
both to the . . . o 

English shares and their spears into pruning-hooks, when the 
Danes.* ^ mountains brought peace and the little hills righteousness, 
when the Lord of Wessex could boast that, within the four 

' William of Malmesbury has a remarkable passage to this effect ; 
*'Omnes enim leges ab antiquis regibus, et maxime ab antecessore suo 
Ethelredo latas, sub interminatione regise mulctse perpetuis temporibus 
observari prsecepit [Cnuto] ; in quarum custodiam etiam nunc tempore 
honor um sub nomine regis Edwardi juratur, non quod ille statuerit, sed 
quod observarit/' (ii. § 183.) 
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seas of Britain, all Kings fell down before him and all chap. vi. 
nations did him service. And the name of Eadgar was 
one which would be hardly less acceptable to the Danes 
than to the English themselves. When their King was 
more and more throwing off the feelings of a conqueror, 
when he was more and more closely making himself at 
one with the realm which he had won, when the Earls 
and Thegns of the conquered land stood around his throne 
on a perfect level with the proudest of tlieir conquerors, 
when the mass of the victorious army had just been sent 
away to their own homes, the Danish followers of Cnut 
might well tremble, not only for their supremacy over the 
vanquished English, but almost for their equality with 
them. To them the name of Eadgar may well have 
represented a prince who was raised to the throne in a 
great measure by Danish swords, who, while he defended 
his island against Danish invasions, did full justice to the 
Dane within his own realm, who guaranteed to his Danish 
subjects every right that they could desire, and whose 
fondness for them, among other strangers, was the only 
fault with which Englishmen could reproach him.^ Danes 
and Englishmen therefore joined in looking back to Eadgar 
as the ideal of kingship, and in demanding of their com- 
mon sovereign that he should take that incomparable^ 
example as the model of his government. Men of both 
nations looked back to the happy days of Eadgar, as in 
after days the Northumbrians, groaning under the tyranny 
of Tostig,. looked back to the happy days of Cnut himself 
and demanded the renewal of his law. They looked back Contrast 
to them, as Englishmen under the Norman yoke looked Cntt^and 

back to the happy days of Eadward, and put forth the 
\ ^ ? r man Kings. 

^ above, p. 65. 

* “ Inqpmparabilis Eadgarus/' says Cnut in his Glastonbury Charter, 
which, if spurious, as marked by Mr. Kemble (Cod. Dipl. iv. 40), is at least 
older than William of Malmesbury (ii. § 185). 
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vain demand that their foreign lords should rule them, not 
merely according to the same formal enactments, but in 
the same spirit of justice and mercy in which the royal 
saint was held to have ruled. Tliat prayer was not, and 
could not be, granted, till the swords of Robert Fitzwalter 
and Simon of Montfort had won back for us more than 
the laws of Eadward in another shape. The great Dane 
was more happily placed. With him the renewal of the 
ancient laws was neither an empty nor an impossible 
promise. If by renewing the laws of Eaclgar was meant 
the establishment of a rule as strong and as just and as 
safe against foreign invasion as that of Eadgar, King 
Cnut full)' kept his word.^ 

Cnut had now been absent from his native country for 
five years. He had stayed in England ever since his re- 
turn thither after he had been driven out by the solitary 
military exploit of King iEthelred the Unready.^ It was 
clearly his intention to make England the seat of his 
empire,^ but as he was now, by the death or deposition 
of his brother Harold, sovereign of Denmark/ and as 
England was perfectly quiet and reconciled to his govern- 
ment, he deemed it expedient to pay a visit to the land of 
his birth.^ He took with him Godwine, whose conduct in 
this foreign journey, perhaps in one of Cnut^s northern 
wars, procured him a still higher degree of his sovereign's 
esteem.® According to one account, it was by a gallant 

^ “Nec dicto deterius fuit factum,” says William of Malmesbury, ii. 183. 
So in ii. 181 ; Ita quum omnis Anglia pareret uni, ille ingenti studio 
Anglos sibi conciliare, sequum illis jus cum Danis suis in consessu, in con- 
cilio, in proelio, concedere.” 

2 See above, pp. 370 “ 375 - 

* Adam Brem. ii. 63. “ Aliquando visitans Danos, aliquando Nortman- 

nos [Norwegians], saepissime autem sedit in Anglia.’* 

* See above, p. 366. 

* Chronn. in anno ; FI. Wig. 

® On the exploits and marriage of Godwine see Appendix EEE. 
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action in an expedition against the Wends that the Eng- chap. vi. 
lish Earl gained Cnut’s special favour. An English con- 
tingent under Godwine’s command served in the Danish a WendisU 
army. The two armies lay near together, and a battle 
was expected the next day. Godwine, without the King’s 
knowledge, attacked the enemy by night at the head of 
his countrymen, routed them utterly, and occupied their 
camp. In the morning Cnut missed the English portion 
of his army, and hastily inferred that they had deserted, or 
even gone over to the enemy. lie marched however to 
the Wendish camp, and there, to his surprise, found 
Godwine and the English in possession, and nothing left 
of the Wends but their dead bodies and their spoil. This 
exploit, we are told, greatly raised both Godwine and the 
English in general in the opinion of Cnut. The tale has a 
mythical sound ; but, whatever may be the truth or false- 
hood of its details, that Godwine rose still higher from 
the time of this Danish expedition is beyond doubt. Cnut 
now admitted him to his most secret counsels, and gave Godwine 


him in marriage Gytha, the sister of the Danish Earl Gytha, 
Ulf, the husband of his own sister Estrith. This Ulf, 
the son of Thurgils Sprakaleg, is one of the most 
famous characters in the Danish history or romance of the 
time. Like some other heroes of the North, his parentage 
was not wholly human. The father of Thurgils, Biorn, 
was the offspring of a bear, who carried off a human 
damsel.^ Ulf himself is said to have served in Cnut’s 
English wars, and according to one version, it was to him 
that Godwine owed his earliest introduction to Cnut.'^ 

But in English history he plays hardly any part.^ His 


^ Saxo (193) tells the tale at lenoth. Florence a^so (1049) the 

pedigree ; “ Ulfus, filius Spraclingi, filius Ursi.” Ursua” is seemingly the 
half-human Biorn, not the bear himself. Of. Appendix WWW. 

^ See Appendix ZZ. 

^ He signs, as far as I know, only two Charters; one (Cod. Dipl, iv, 15) 
in company with Leofwine, the other (Cod. Dipl. vi. 190) in company with 
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marriage we shall have to speak of again as one of the 
events which connect England and Denmark and Normandy ; 
but his real or imaginary exploits and treasons/ and his 
death by order of his brother-in-law, belong wholly to 
Scandinavian history. But his sister Gytha, the wife of 
the greatest of living Englishmen, became thoroughly 
naturalized in England. She shared the momentary 
banishment of her husband in the days of Norman in- 
trigue, and she lived to undergo an eternal banishment 
in the days of Norman dominion. No mother was ever 
surrounded by a fairer or more hopeful offspring; none 
ever underwent a longer series of hopeless bereavements. 
She saw a nephew on the throne of Denmark, a daughter 
and a son on the throne of England. She saw her 
other children and kinsfolk ruling as princes in England 
and allying themselves with princes in foreign lands. 
But she also saw her brother cut off by the 'hand of his 
kinsman and sovereign ; she saw one son stained with the 
blood of a cousin, and another son stained with treason 
against his house and country. Of her remaining sons 
she saw three cut off in one day by the most glorious of 
deaths, while the sole survivor dragged on his weary days 
in a Norman prison. No tale of Grecian tragedy ever set 
forth a sadder and more striking record of human vicissi- 
tudes, of brighter hopes in youth, of more utter desolation 
in old age, than the long and chequered life of her whom 
our notices are at least enough to set her before us as a wife 
worthy of God wine, a mother worthy of Harold. 

The next year Cnut came back to England as his real 
home and abiding-place, the seat of his Anglo-Scandinavian 
Empire. At Easter a Witenagemot was held at Ciren- 


Leofric. This last, which is very unusual, is not signed by Godwine, and 
the “ Harold eorl’* who signs it must, as I shall presently show, be distin- 
guished from his son. 

^ Saxo, 195-7. See Appendix GGG. 
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cester, at which took place the last recorded instance of chap. vi. 

severity on Cnut’s part towards any Englishman. An 

Ealdorman ^thelweard — which, among all the bearers of Cirences- 
ter, 

that name, we can only guess — was banished.^ But it April, 
must have been at this same Gemot that an appointment 
was made which showed how thoroughly at home the weard 
stranger King had made himself in his new country. The 
last banishment of an Englishman by the Danish con- 
queror was accompanied by the exaltation of another 
Englishman to a place in the realm second only to king- 
ship. It was now that Godwine received a title and office Godwine 
which no man had borne before him, but which, saving ^rl^of^the 
the few months of his banishment, he bore for the thirty- 
two remaining years of his life, the title and office of Earl [1020- 
of the West-Saxons.‘^ Cnut, it will be remembered, in ^ 
his fourfold division of the kingdom, while he appointed 
Earls over Northumberland, Mercia, and East-Anglia, 
kept Wessex under his own immediate government. He 
was now already King of two kingdoms, and he had no 
doubt by this time began to meditate a further extension 
of his dominion in the North. He found, it would seem, Nature and 
that the King of all England and all Denmark needed a the^office. 
tried helper in the administration of his most cherished 
possession, and a representative when his presence was 
needed in other parts of his dominions. Wessex then, the 
ancient hearth and home of English kingship, now for the 
first time received an immediate ruler of a rank inferior 
to that of King. Godwine became the first, and his son 
Harold was the second and last, of the Earls of the West- 
Saxons. To reduce the ancient kingdom to an earldom 
was not, as has been sometimes imagined, any badge of 
the insolence of a conqueror ; the act was in no way 

’ All the Chronicles, and also Florence, mention this banishment of 
-(Ethel weard. 

* On Godwine’s West-Saxon earldom, see Appendix AAA. 
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analogous to the change of Northumberland from a king- 
dom to an earldom under Eadred. The case is simply that 
the King of all England and all Denmark, King in a 
special manner of the old West-Saxon realm, found the 
need of a special counsellor, and in absence of a viceroy, 
even in this his chosen and immediate dominion. No man 
of the kindred or nation of the conqueror, but Godwine, 
the native Englishman, was found worthy of this new and 
exalted post. Through the whole remainder of the reign 
of Cnut, the great Earl of the West-Saxons ruled in un- 
interrupted honour and influence. The wealth which he 
acquired, mainly, it may be supposed, by royal grant, was 
enormous. Ilis possessions extended into nearly every 
shire of the south and centre of England. Whether the 
son of the churl or the great-nephew of the traitor, he 
was now, three years after the completion of the Danish 
Conquest, beyond all doubt the first subject in the realm. 

The year of Cnut’s return and of Godwine^s great 
promotion beheld the King engaged in a remarkable 
solemnity on the spot which had witnessed his last battle, 
his only distinct victory, in his great struggle with Eng- 
lish Eadmund. On the hill of Assandun, Cnut, in part- 
nership with Thurkill, at once as Earl of the district 
and as his chief comrade in the battle, had reared a church, 
which was consecrated, in the presence of the King and 
the Earl, by Wulfstan, Archbishop of York, and several 
other bishops. That the ceremony was performed 
by the Northern Metropolitan was probably owing to a 
vacancy in the see of Canterbury. Lyfing, who had 
crowned Cnut, died in the course of the year, and was 
succeeded by -^thelnoth the Good,^ who had baptized 
or confirmed him.^ The ceremony at Assandun doubt- 
less took place between these two events. In Essex, a 

^ Chron. and Flor. Wig. in anno. 

* See Appendix II. 
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region ricii in woods, but poor in good building stone, chap. vi. 
timber was largely used both in ecclesiastical and in 
domestic buildings for ages after this time. Cnut how- 
ever employed the rarer material^ and the fact that his 
church was built of stone and lime was looked on as 
something worthy of distinct record.^ The stone church 
of Assandun was something remarkable in Essex, exactly 
as the wooden church of Glastonbury‘S was something 
remarkable in Somerset. But the building was small 
and mean, at least as compared with the stately pile 
which the next conqueror of England reared in memory 
of his victory. The foundation of Cnut and Thurkill, 
for a single priest,^ was poor and scanty, compared with 
the lordly Abbey of Saint Martin of the Place of Battle.^ 

But the minster of Battle simply spoke of the subjugation 
of a land by a foreign conqueror ; the minster of Assandun 
told a nobler tale. It was reared as the hallowing of 
his victory, as the atonement for his earlier crimes, by a 
prince who, conqueror as he was, had learned to love the 
land which he had conquered, to feel himself one with 


* The Canterbury Chronicle m fuller than the others on this bead, 
calling the building an mynster of stane and lime.” This is one of the 
passages which have been strangely applied to prove that stone architecture 
was hardly known in England before the Norman Conquest. Any one 
who knows the buildings of Essex, as compared with those of Somerset or 
Northamptonshire, will at once see that the notice of a stone building as 
something singular must he purely local. The present church of Ashiiigton 
contains no detail eai Her than the last years of the twelfth century ; but 1 
suspect that the walls are mainly those of Cnut*s minster. 

^ Will. Mahns. ii. 185, and see below. 

3 Chron. Cant. “ And gief hit [the minster] his anum preoste ))a8 iiama 
was Stigaud.” William of Malmesbury (ii. 18 1) calls it “basilica,” but 
goes on to say, “ Nunc, ut fertur, modica est ecclesia presbytero parochiano 
delegata.” The words “minster,” ‘ * monasteiium ” (as applied to the 
church as distinguished from the conventual buildings), “ moutier,” are 
used very vaguely, and often mean merely a church of any kind. 

* Perhaps the little collegiate church of Battleaeld, founded to com- 
memorate Henry the Fourth’s victory, called the Battle of Shrewsbury, is 
a nearer parallel to Assandun than Battle Abbey or Batalha. 
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the first priest of Cnut’s new minster, now the friend and 
chaplain of the Danish conqueror^ in after years displaced 
a Norman intruder on the throne of Augustine, and was 
himself hurled therefrom at the bidding of a Norman 
King.^ 

The consecration on Assandnn might pass as the formal 
act of reconciliation between the Danish King and his 
English subjects. From that day the internal history of 
England, for the remaining fifteen years of the reign of 
Cnut, becomes a blank. We now hear only of the King’s 
wars abroad, of his acts of piety at home, of several 
instances in which his hand was heavy upon his own 
countrymen ; but, after the outlawry of iEthelwcard, we 
find no record of the death or banishment of a single 
Englishman. In fact these years form a time of the 
gradual substitution of Englishmen for Danes in the 
highest offices, while no doubt Danes of lower degree 
were, like their sovereign, fast changing themselves into 
Englishmen. Nearly all the Danish holders of earldoms 
whom we find at the beginning of Cnut’s reign vanish 
one by one. Of the outlawry of the two greatest of their 
number we find distinct accounts. The year after the 
ceremony at Assandun, Thurkill, the co-founder with the 
King, who, in the account of their joint work, appears 


^ The monks of Battle came from Marmoutier. Chron. de Bello, p. 7. 

* I assume, with Mr. St.John (Four Conquests, ii. 69), that this Stigand 
is no other than the future Archbishop. Stigand the priest signs charters 
of Cnut in 1033 (Cod, Dipl. iv. 46) and 1035 (vi. 185), and one without 
date (vi. 187), and one of Harthaenut in 1042 (iv. 65). He seems to be 
the only person of the - name who signs. He was chaplain to Harold 
Harefoot (FI. Wig. 1038), as well as to Cnut and Eadward. 
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almost as the King’s peer, was driven into banishment.^ chap. vi. 
With him his English wife Eadgyth had to leave her 
country; if she was the daughter of jEthelred^ and the 
widow of either Ulfcytel or Eadric/ we are almost 
driven to infer that the marriage was contracted after 
the consecration on Assandun, that the connexion with 
the ancient royal family awakened Cnut’s jealousy^ and 
was in fact the cause of Thurkill’s banishment. One 
cannot help feeling a certain interest in the fate of one 
who had so long jdayed an important and, on the whole, 
not a dishonourable, part in English history. The savage 
pirate gradually changed into the civilized warrior; if at 
one time he was the enemy, he was at another the de- 
fender, of England. The heathen who had striven to • 
save a Christian martyr from his persecutors had developed 
the good seed within him till he grew into a founder 
and restorer of Christian churches. With the banishment 
which I have just recorded the history of Thurkill, as 
far as England is concerned, comes to an end. But his 
banishment was merely local ; he was held to be dangerous 
in England, and he was therefore removed from the 
country, but his removal was little more than an honour- 
able ostracism. lie kept, or soon won back, his sove- 
reign’s favour; there is no evidence that he ever came 
back to England ; but two years later he was formally 
reconciled to Cnut ; he was established as his viceroy in Thurkill 
Denmark, seemingly as guardian to one of the King^s 

sons who was meant to succeed him in that kingdom.^ Denmark. 

® 1022 # 

The only sign of suspicion shown on Cnut’s part was his 
bringing back the son of ThurkiU’with him to England, 
evidently as a hostage. Eric also, the Danish Earl of Brio 
the Northumbrians, was banished a few years later than 

‘ Chron. and FI. Wig. in anno. See Appendix NN. 

* See Appendix NN and SS. 

* See Appendix QQQ. 
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Thurkill, on what occasion, and at what exact time, is 
unknown.^ Somewhat later again we find the banishment 
of Ericas son Hakon, ‘‘the doughty Earl.” Hakon was 
doubly the King’s nephew, as the son of his sister and 
as the husband of his niece Gunhild, the daughter of 
another sister and of Wyrtgeorn King of the Wends.^ 
We have no details, but we are told that Cnut feared to 
be deprived by him of his life or kingdom.^ Hakon seems 
however not to have been formally outlawed, but to have 
been merely sent away to fill the post which his father 
had held as viceroy in Norway.^ This fact, coupled with 
ThurkilPs similar viceroyalty in Denmark, shows that 
Cnuc could trust men in other countries whom he thought 
dangerous in England. The year after his removal from 
England Hakon died at sea, or, according to another 
account, was killed in Orkney.^ His widow seems to 
have stayed in England ; she married another Danish 
Earl, Harold,® and was herself, in her second widowhood, 


* Eric’s last signature is in 1023. Cod. Dipl. iv. 26. 

* See Appendix FFF. 

* FI. Wig. 1029. “Timebat enim ab illo vel vita privari vel regno 
expelli.” Hakon’s connexion by marriage with Cnut rests on the authority 
of Florence, in anno. His blood-kindred as his sister’s son comes from 
Snorro, c. 19 (Laing, ii. 15). 

* Snorro, c. 139 (Laing, ii. 192). This is what Florence (1029) must 
mean, when he says, “ Quasi legationis causa, in exsilium misit.” 

® The Chronicles contain no mention of Hakon’s banishment, but the 
Abingdon Chronicle mentions his death at sea in 1030 ; “And Jjaes geres 
ISam fSrferde Hacun se dohtiga eorl on s^.” Florence (1 030) records his 
death at sea, but also mentions the other account. In tlie wild invective 
of Osbem (Trans. S. Elf. ap. Ang. Sac. ii. 144) we have an Earl Hakon, 
perhaps the same, who stabs* himself ; **propono ducem Haconem proprio 
se mucrone transverberantem.” A charter of 1031 (Cod. Dipl. iv. 35), 
with a signature of Hakon, must be spurious or inaccurate in its date. 

® Florence (1044) mentions the second marriage of Gunhild. This 
Harold signs a charter of 1033 (Cod. Dipl. iv. 43), and another (vi, 190) 
along with the Earls Ulf, Eglaf, Leofric, and Eric. These signatures 
must be carefully distinguished from the early signatures of Harold the son 
of Godwin e. 
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banished from England when England had again a native chap. vi. 

King.^ Cnut’s brother-in-law Ulf came to a worse end uif put to 

still ; that he died by the command of Cnut there is no 

reason to doubt, but we have no certain information as 

to the circumstances. According to our Danish historian 

it was a perfectly righteous execution, while the romantic 

tale of the Norwegian saga represents it as a singularly 

base and cold-blooded assassination.^ The point of im- The 

portance for us is that these eminent Danes had no sue- ^ 

oessors of their own nation in their English offices. There chiefs suc- 

^ ^ ceeded by 

remained plenty of Danish Thegns and some Danish Earls ; English- 
but in the later years of Cnut the highest places were 
all filled by Englishmen. Kanig retained the subordinate 
earldom of the Magesaotas; Thored was Staller, and^ at 
least in Harthaenut^s reign, he held the earldom of the 
Middle- Angles.'^ But Godwine and Leofric held the first 
rank in southern and in central England, and, on the 
banishment of Eric, the government of Northumberland 
went back to the family of its ancient Earls.^ It is most 
remarkable, in tracing the signatures to the charters, to 
trace how the Danish names gradually disappear, and 
are succeeded by English names.® The Danes who remain 
seem to have been all in quite secondary rank. No doubt 
Cnut had largely rewarded his followers with grants of 


^ Fl. Wig. 1046. 

“ See Appendix GGG. 

^ El. Wig. 1041, and vol. ii. Appendix G. Thored was perhaps Thurkills 
nephew. At least a “Dor'S Durey Ues nefa” signs a charter of Cnut in 
1023 (Cod. Dipl. iv. 38), but of course it may be another Thored and 
another Thurkill. ’ There are many signatures which may belong to this 
Thored, as iv. 23, vi. 187, and vi. 191, where he appears as ^^Dored 
steallere.*’ 

* On the Northumbrian Earls, see Appendix KK. 

® There is one charter of Cnut (Cod. Dipl. iv. 43) signed by a crowd of 
Danish names otherwise unknown. But this is a charter relating wholly to 
Northumbrian affairs^ndthe signatures are no doubt those of local thegns, 
many of whom were most likely not followers of Cnut, but descendants of 
the Danish settlers in iElfred's time. 
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land, and we can well believe that some of these new* 
Danish thegns often behaved with great insolence to 
their English neighbours.^ But the general principle of 
Cnut’s government is not affected by any local wrongs 
of this kind. Cnut, from the very beginning, admitted 
Englishmen to high office; still, in the earlier years of 
his reign he appears mainly as a foreign conqueror sur- 
rounded by those whose arms had won his crown for 
him. He gradually changes into a prince, English in 
all but actual birth, who could afford to dispense with 
the dangerous support of the chieftains of his own nation, 
who could venture to throw himself on the loyalty of 
those whom he had subdued, and to surround himself 
with the natural leaders of those whom he had learned 
to look on as his own people. 

This gradual change in the disposition of Cnut makes 
him one of the most remarkable, and, to an Englishman, 
one of the most interesting, characters in history. There 
is no other instance — unless Bolf in Normandy be admitted 
as a forerunner on a smaller scale — of a barbarian con- 
queror, entering a country simply as a ruthless pirate, 

^ Something of this sort, which is quite likely in itself, is implied in some 
stories told by the Ramsey historian, who enters into much detail about 
various Danish thegns at this time. For instance, in cap. Ixxxiv. (p. 440) 
we read about the Dane Thurkill when summoned before the Bishop’s 
court ; “ Quo citato apparere contemnente, a severitate tamen meritse 
ultionis censuit episcopus ad tempus temperandum, ne Anglus TJacum ad 
regis injuriam injuste vexare dicerctar*'^ Cnut however steps in to support 
the law against his grantee. 

In cap. Ixxxvi. again is a story about a Danish thegn, who greatly 
oppressed the neighbouring ‘‘rustici,” who conspired his death. He is 
*'vir factiosus et dives, qui Anglorum animos ex suo ponderans, illis Dacos 
fore semper exosos, quod patriam suam invasissent, et sibi insidias, occulte 
tamen propter metum regis, ab eis parari arbitratus.” He escapes by 
selling his estate to the Bishop, who was always on the look-out for such 
chances, and who gave it to Ramsey abbey. The really important point 
in the story is an allusion to Welsh robbers (‘^Britones latrones*’) as still 
possible in Huntingdonshire in the time of Cnut. 
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plundering*, burning, mutilating, slaughtering, without chap. vi. 
remorse, and then, as soon as he is firmly seated on the 
throne of the invaded land, changing into a beneficent 
ruler and lawgiver, and winning for himself a place side 
by side with the best and greatest of its native sovereigns. 

Cnut never became a perfect prince like Alfred. An 
insatiable ambition possessed him throughout life, and 
occasional acts of both craft tad violence disfigure tlie 
whole of his career. No man could charge him with 
that amiable weakness through which Eadmund lent so 
ready an ear to protestations of repentance and promises 
of amendment even from the lips of Eadric. Cnut, on 
the other hand, always found some means, by death, by 
banishment, by distant promotion, of getting rid of any 
one who had once awakened his suspicions. Reasons of 
state were as powerful with him, and led him into as 
many unscrupulous actions, as any more civilized despot 
of later times. But Englishmen were not disposed to 
canvass the justice of wars in which they won fame and 
plunder, while no enemy ever set foot on their own shores. 

They were as little disposed to canvass the justice of 
banishments and executions, when, for many years, it 
was invariably a 'Dane, never an Englishman, who was 
the victim. The law by which the Dane settled in Eng- Cnut’s 
land presently became an Englishman received its highest typlcXof 
carrying out in the person of the illustrious Danish King, 

As far as England and Englishmen were concerned, Cnut England, 
might seem to have acted on the principle of the Greek 
poet, that unrighteousness might be fittingly done in 
order to win a crown, but that righteousness should be 
done in all other times and placesd The throne of Cnut, 
established by wasting wars, by unrighteous executions, 

^ Eurip. Phoen. 534 ; 

fiirep ycip adiKtn/ xP^f Tvpavvi^os iript 
k6.\Ki<ttov dBiKcTv rdK\a 3 ’ €v(r€fi€iy 

P f 
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perhaps even by treacherous assassinations, was, when 
once established, emphatically the throne of righteousness 
and peace. As an Eng*lisli King, he fairly ranks beside 
the noblest of his predecessors. Ilis best epitaph is his 
famous letter to his people on his Roman pilgrimage.' 
Such a pilgrimage was an ordinary devotional observance 
according to the creed of those times. Rut in the eyes 
of Cnut it was clearly mufti more than a mere perfunctory 
ceremony. The sight of the holy places stirred him to 
good resolves in matters both public and private, and, 
as a patriotic King, he employed his meeting with the 
Pope, the Emperor, and the Burgundian King, to win 
from all of them favours which were profitable to the 
j)eople of his various realms. No man could have written 
in the style in which Cnut writes to all classes of his 
English subjects, unless he were fully convinced that he 
possessed and deserved the love of his people. The tone 
of the letter is that of an absent father writing to his 
children. In all simplicity and confidence, he tells them 
the events of his journey ; he tells them with what honours 
he had been received, and with what presents he had been 
loaded, by the two chiefs of Christendom, and what 
privileges for his subjects, both English and Danish, 
he had obtained at their hands. lie confesses the errors 
of his youth, and promises reformation of anything which 
may still be amiss. All grievances shall be redressed; 
no extortions shall be allowed ; King Cnut needs no money 
raised by injustice. These are surely no mere formal or 
hypocritical professions; every word plainly comes from 
the heart. England had more than led captive her con- 
queror ; she had changed him into her King and father. 

The same spirit which breathes in CnuCs letter breathes 
also in the opening of his laws.^ The precept to fear God 

^ On the disputed date of Cnut's journey to Rome, see Appendix HHH. 

* See Appendix III. 



CNUT's letter from ROME. 


435 


and honour the King here takes a more personal and chap.vi. 
affectionate form. First above all things are men one 
God ever to love and worship, and one Christendom with • 
one mind to hold, and Cnut King to love with right 
truthfulness.^ The laws themselves deal with the usual 
subjects, the reformation of manners, the administration 
of justice^ the strict discharge of all ecclesiastical duties 
and the strict payment of all ecclesiastical dues. The 
feasts of the two new national saints, Eadward the King 
and Dun stall the Primate, are again ordered to be kept, 
and the observance of the former is again made to rest 
in a marked way on the authority of the Witan.^ The 
observance of the Lord’s day is also strongly insisted on ; 
on that day there is to be no marketing, no hunting ; 
even the holding of folkmotcs is forbidden, except in cases 
of absolute necessity/^ All heathen superstition is to be 
forsaken, and the slave trade is again denounced.'' The 
whole fabric of English society is strictly preserved. The 
King legislates only with the consent of his Witan.^ 

The old assemblies, the old tribunals, the old magistrates, 
keep all their rights and powers. The Bishop and the 
Ealdorman still fill their place as joint presidents of the 
Scirgemot, and joint expounders of the laws, ecclesiastical 

^ i. I. ftcet is |;onne ^rest, |>3L*t hio oferealle 6 ( 5 re }>ingc aenno God aefre, 
woldan lufian and wur't^ian, and *nne cristendom anriiedlice liealdan, and 
Cnut cingc lufian mid rilitan getryw'San.” Cnut’s Laws form two divisions, 
ecclesiastical and secular (woruldcunde), but both alike are enacted by the 
King and his Witan. I quote the Ecclesiastical as i., the Secular as ii. 

^ i. 17. The words of j^Ethelred’s statute (see above, p. 337) are 
repeated. 

3 i. 15. Cf. the Capitularies, Waitz, iv. 311, 315. 

* ii. 5 . ' ii. 3" 

® “ Mid mlnan witenan r£de ” is the form in the preamble of the Secular 
Laws. 

ii. 18. Here the English title Ealdorman is used, but in a later clause 
(ii. 72) we find the highest rank described as Earls, clearly in the later and 
not in the earlier sense of the word, as the Earl is distinctly marked as 
superior to the King’s Thegn. 


F f 2 
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CHAP, VI. and secular.^ The King, as well as all inferior lords/ 
is to enjoy all that is due to him ; the royal rights^ 

* differing somewhat in the West-Saxon and the Danish 
portions of the kingdom, are to be carefully preserved, 
and neither extended nor diminished in either country.^ 
No distinction, except the old local one, is made be- 
tween Danes and Englishmen. The local rights and 
customs of the Danish and English portions of the 
kingdom are to be strictly observed.^ But this is only 
what we have already seen in the legislation of Eadgar.‘^* 
The Danes spoken of in Cnut’s laws, as in Eadgar’s, are 
the long-settled Danish inhabitants of Northumberland 
and the other countries of the Denalagu ; no kind of 
preference is made in favour of Cnut’s own Danish follow- 
ers ; we cannot doubt that a Dane who held lands in 
Wessex had to submit to English law, just as a West- 
Saxon who held lands in Northumberland must, under 
Eadgar no less than under Cnut, have had to submit to 
Danish law. On one point the legislation of the great 
Dane is distinctly more rational and liberal than the 
. legislation of our own day. Trespasses on the King’s 
forests are strictly forbidden; but the natural right of 
every man to hunt on his own land is emphatically as- 
serted.^’ And as Cnut’s theory was, so was his practice. 
No King was more active in what was then held to be 
the first duty of kingship, that of constantly going through 
every portion of his realm to see with his own eyes 
whether the laws which he enacted were duly put in 
force.*^ In short, after Cnut’s power was once fully 

^ ii. 1 8. “And ))^r beo on ))«re scire bisceoj) and se ealdorman, and J)*r 
seg'Ser t^can ge Godes riht ge woruld-riht.” See Appendix K. * i. 20 , 

® ii. 1 2, 14, 15. * ii. 15 ; 45. 49. 63, 66, 72, 84. * See above, p. 66. 

® ii, 81. On the severe hunting code which bears the name of Cnut 
see Appendix III. 

^ Hist. Bams. c. 85. p. 441. “Quum quadem vice rex Cnuto more 
assueto regni fines peragraret.** Cf. below, p. 441, 
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established, we hear no complaint against his government 
from any trustworthy English source.^ His hold upon 
the popular affection is shown by the number of personal 
anecdotes of which he is the hero. The man who is said, 
in the traditions of other lands, to have ordered the cold- 
blooded murder of his brother-in-law, and that in a church 
at the holy season of Christmas,^ appears in English 
tradition as a prince whose main characteristic is devotion 
mingled with good-huniour.*'^ In the best known tale 
of all, he rebukes the impious flattery of his courtiers, 
and hangs his crown on the image of the crucified Saviour.^ 
He bursts into song as he hears the chant of the monks 
of Ely,'’ and rejoices to keep the festivals of the Church 
among them. He bountifully rewards the sturdy peasant 
who proves the thickness of the ice over which the royal 
sledge has to pass.^ One tale alone sets him before us 
in a somewhat different light. He mocks at the supposed 
sanctity of Eadgyth the daughter of Eadgar ; he will not 
believe in the holiness of any child of a father so given 
up to lust and tyranny. It is needless to add that the 


^ See Appendix III. 

^ See Appendix GGGr. 

^ Prior Godfrey (Satirical Poets, ii. 148) thus sums up his character ; 
Quique cruentus erat et in hostes preedo superbus, 

In sibi subjectos regis habebat opus. 

Mensa3 soepe suse convivia festa relinquens, 

Pauperibus monachis intererat socius. 

Post posita pompa turbae mediator agentis, 

Conservus servis serviit ille Dei.*' 

* Hen. Hunt. M. H. B. 757 E. Cnut, as a constitutional King, had less 
power over the elements than the despotic Lewis the Eleventh. See the 
story in Kirk, Charles the Bold, ii. lo. 

® Hist. El. ii. 27 (p. 505). Every one knows the lines, somewhat 
modernized as they must have been by the transcriber ; 

“ Merie sungen ^e muneches binnen Ely, 

I)a Cnut ching reu Ser by ; 

Rowe'S, cnihtes, noer tSe land, 

And here we fes muneches saeng,** 

® Hist. El. ii.27 (p. 505). 
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offended saint brings the blasphemer to a better mind by 
summary means.^ This tale is worth noting, as it illus- 
trates the twofold conception of the character of Eadgar 
which was afloat. Cnut is represented as accepting the 
Eadgar of the minstrels, not the Eadgar of the monks, 
nor yet the Eadgar of history, who is somewhat different 
from either. But even in this tale Cnut is described 
as showing something of the spirit which breathes in 
his Roman letter. The King who loathed the supposed 
tyranny of Eadgar could hardly have been conscious of 
any tyranny of his own. 

In ecclesiastical matters Cnut mainly, though not ex- 
clusively, favoured the monks. His ecclesiastical appoint- 
ments, espeeially that of good Archbishop iEthelnoth;^ 
who had baptized or confirmed him, do him high honour. 
He was also, after the custom of the age, a liberal bene- 
factor to various ecclesiastical foundations. According to 
one account, not Assandun only, but all his battle-fields 
were marked by commemorative churches.^ But as As- 
sandun was Cnut’s only undoubted victory on English 
soil, and as men do not usually commemorate their defeats, 
we may conclude that, in England at least, Assandun was 
his only foundation of that kind. That church, as we have 
seen, was a secular foundation, seemingly for one priest 
only. A more splendid object of Cnut’s munificence throws 


^ Bromton, X Scriptt. 909. 

* FI. Wig. 1020. “ iEthelnothus, qui bonus appellabatur, nobilis viri 

.^gelmari filius.'* j^Kthelnoth was not improbably brother of ^thelv/eard, 
one of the victims of 1017. If so, his promotion was of a piece with the 
favour shown by Cnut to the father and son of Northman, a fellow-sufferer 
with .^thelweard. See above, p. 414. William of Malmesbury (ii. 184) 
tells us of the influence for good which ^thelnoth exercised over Cnut ; 
“ Regem ipsum auctoritate sanctitudinis in bonis actibus mulcens, in 
excessibus terrens.'* See also the extract from Osbem (Trans. 8. Elph. 
Ang. Sacr. ii. 144) in Appendix TT. 

^ Will. Malms, ii. 181. “Loca omnia in quibus pugnaverat, et prsecipue 
Aasandunam, ecclesiis insignivit." 
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an interesting light on the workings of his mind* The chap. vi. 
special object of his reverence was Eadmund, the sainted 
King of the East- Angles, a King martyred by heathen 
Danes^ a saint who was the marked object of his father’s 
hatred, and by whose vengeance his father was held to 
have come to his untimely end.^ The Christian Dane^ 

King of all England, was eager to wipe away the stain 
from his house and nation. He made provision for the 
restoration of all the holy places which had in any way 
suffered during his own or his father’s wars.^ But the 
first rank among them was given to the great foundation 
which boasted of the resting-place of the royal martyr. 

The minster of Saint Eadmund was rebuilt, and, in con- Saint Ead- 
formity with the fashionable notions of reformation, its re- 
secular canons had to make way for an Abbot and monks. 

the foun- 

Some of the new inmates came from Saint Benet at Holm,^ dation 
another foundation which was enriched by Cnut’s bounty,'^ ^020-1032. 
One hardly knows whether Cnut most avoided or incurred 
suspicion by his special devotion to the resting-place of 
another Eadmund. He visited Glastonbury in company Cnut’a visit 
with Archbishop iEthelnoth, once a monk of that house, tonbu^y. 
There^ in the building which tradition points to as the 
first Christian temple raised in these islands, the building 
which history recognizes as the one famous holy place of 
the conquered Briton which lived unhurt through the 
storm of English Conquest, in the ‘‘ wooden basilica ” 


‘ See above, p. 366. 

^ Will. Malms, ii. 18 1. “ Monasteria per Angliam suis et patris ex- 

cursionibus partim foedata, partim eruta, reparavit.” 

® Will. Malms, u. s. ; Hog. Wend. i. 464 ; Tho. Eli, ap. Ang. Sacr. i. 608 ; 
John of Oxenedes, p. 19. Earl Thurkill, the Lady Emma, and .<Elfwine, 
Bishop of the East-Angles, aided in the foundation. The monks came 
partly from Holm, partly from Ely ; the Abbot “ Uvius'" or Wido — either 
of them very strange names — was from Holm, Of the canons, some took 
the vows, others were provided for elsewhere. The change of foundation 
took place in 1020, but the new church was not consecrated till 1032, Flor. 
Wig. in anno. * John of Oxenedes, pp. 19, 291. 
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hallowed by the memory of so many real and legendary 
saints, did the Danish King confirm every gift and privi- 
lege which his English predecessors had granted to the 
great Celtic sanctuary.^ A hundred and fifty years after 
the visit of Cnut, the wooden basilica, which had beheld 
so many revolutions, gave way to the more powerful 
influence of a change of taste and feeling, and on its site 
arose one of the most exquisite specimens of the latest 
Komanesque art, now in its state of desolation forming 
one of the loveliest of monastic ruins.^ At some distance 
to the east of this priminval sanctuary stood the larger 
minster of stone reared by Saint Dunstan. In Cnut’s 
days it was doubtless still deemed a wonder of art, though 
it was doomed before the end of the century to give way 
to the vaster conceptions of the Norman architects. The 
invention and translation of the legendary Artliur were 
as yet distant events, and the new tomb of King Eadmund 
Ironside still kept the place of honour before the high 
altar.'^ There the conqueror knelt and prayed, and covered 
the tomb of his murdered brother with a splendid robe on 
which the gorgeous plumage of the peacock was reproduced 
by the skilful needles of English embroideresscs.^ Equal 
honours were paid by Cnut to another victim of the late 
wars, in his devotion to whom he was expiating the 
crimes of his nation, though not his own or those of his 
father’s house. The body of the martyred jElfheah was 


^ Cnut’s visit to GUstonbury is described, and the charter given at length, 
by Vl’'illiam of Malmesbury, ii. 184, 5. See Cod. Dipl. iv. 40. 

* On the “ lignea basilica,” represented by the Lady chapel, commonly 
called that of Saint Joseph, see above, p. 427. On its history, see Professor 
Willis’s Architectural Histoi’y of Glastonbury, pp. 3, 47, where the tract of 
William of Malmesbury De Antiquitate Glastoniensis EcclesisB is made use 
of with the author’s accustomed skill. 

3 See above, p. 399. 

* Will. Malms. Gest. Reg. ii. 184. Super sepulcrum pallium misit 
versicoloribus figuris pavonum, ut videtur, intextum.” 
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translated from Saint Paul’s minster in London to his chap. vi. 
own metropolitan church, in the presence, and with the 
personal help, of the King and of all the chief men of 
the realm^ lay and clerical. The ceremony was further 
adorned with the presence of the Lady Emma and her 

kingly bairn ” Harthaenut.^ That the two monasteries His gifts 
of the royal city of Winchester came in for their share Chester, 
of royal bounty it is almost needless to mention. But 
towards them the devotion of Emma, who claimed the 
city as her morning-gift, seems to have been more fervent 
than that of her husband.^ Cnut’s personal tastes seem 
to have led him to the great religious houses of the fen 
country, where the dead of Maldon and Assandun reposed 
in the choirs of Ely and Ramsey.'^ Nowhere was his 
memory more fondly cherished than in the great minster 
which boasted of the tomb of Brihtnoth. There he was 
not so much a formal benefactor as a personal friend. But 
he was held in no less honour at Ramsey, the resting-place 
of iEthelweard. There he built a second church,^ and 
designed the foundation of a society of nuns, which he 
did not bring to perfection. The local historian of the 
house rewards his bounty with a splendid panegyric, which 
however is fully borne out by his recorded acts.^ Nor 

' The translation is recorded by Florence and all the Chronicles, under 
the year 1023, but the Worcester Chronicle alone enters into any details. 

Osbern, the biographer of ^Ifheah, describes his translation at great length 
in a special tract; Anglia Sacra, ii. 143. 

Will. Malms, ii. 181. 

^ See above, pp. 275, 394. 

^ Hist. Rams. Ixxxi. p. 437. The description of the second church, 
built near the first, reminds one of Glastonbury, and is worthy the attention 
of the architectural antiquary. 

® Ib. Ixxx. “Interea Cnuto rex Christianissimus nulli praedecessorum 
suorum regum comparatione virtutum vel bellica exercitatione inferior, 
coepit sanctain ecclesiam enixissime venerari, ot religiosoruin caussis virorum 
patrocinari, eleemosynis profluere, justas leges, vel novas condere, vel 
antiquitus conditas observare. Quuinque non solum Anglim, sed et Dacise 
simul et Norguegiae principaretur, erac tamen humilitate cernuus, usua 



442 


THE DANISH KINGS IN ENGLAND. 


CHAP. VI. 

Cnut 
plants 
English 
Bishops in 
Denmark. 

His gifts 
to foreign 
churches, 
&c. 


was his bounty confined to England, or even to his own 
dominions. In his native Denmark he showed himself 
a diligent nursing-father to the infant Churchy largely 
providing it with bishops and other ecclesiastics from 
England.^ On his Roman pilgrimage, the poor and the 
churches of every land through which he passed shared 
his bountiful alms. It is also said that, by the counsel 
of Archbishop ^thelnoth, he gave gifts to many foreign 
churches. One special object of his favour was the church 
of Chartres, then flourishing under its famous Bishop 
Fulbert.2 Emma too, the foreign Lady, was not backward 
in her gifts to churches, both English and foreign. She 
• gave to the metropolitan church of Canterbury an arm of 
the Apostle Bartholomew, bought of an Archbishop of 
Beneventum whom the fame of the wealth of England 
had led hither to dispose of his holy treasure."^ She had 
also a great share in rebuilding the famous minster of 
Saint Hilary at Poitiers, where a large portion of her 
work still remains.^ 

Such then was Cnut’s internal government of England. 


venerei parcus, nlloquio dulcis, ad bona sua^ibilis, ad misericordiam proclivis, 
amatorum pads amator fidissimiis, in eos autem, qui vel latrocinio vel 
deprsBdatione jura regni violassent, ultor severissimus.” 

^ Adam of Bremen (ii. 53) mentions several of them, as Bernhard in 
Scania, Gerbrand in Zealand, Regini)erht in Funen. These hardly sound 
like the names of Englishmen. Gerbrand signs an English charter as 
Bishop of Roskild in 1022. Cod. Dipl. iv. 13. 

2 Will. Malms, ii. 186. 

® This very curious story is told at length by Eadmer(Hi8t. Nov. ii. 416). 
The Archbishop comes audita divitis fama regni Anglorum.” Eadmer 
contrasts the days of Cnut with his own ; “ Illis quippe diebus hie mos 
Anglis erat patrocinia sanctorum omnibus sseculi rebus anteferre.” JEthelnoth 
gave the Archbishop a splendidly embroidered cope, a specimen of English 
workmanship (‘^cappam illi valde pretiosam aurifrigio ex omni parte 
omatam dedit”). 

* Chron. S. Max., Labb^, ii. 209. '^Anno MXLIX. Kalendis Novembris 
dedicatum est monasterium S. Hilarii Pictavensis. . . . Istud monasterium 
magna ex parte construxerat regina Anglorum per manus Gauterii Coor- 
landi.” This must mean Emma and not Eadgyth. 
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The conqueror had indeed changed into a home-born King. 
At no earlier time had the land ever enjoyed so long a 
term of such unmixed prosperity. We have now to be- 
hold the great King in his relations to foreign lands. 
And, if a series of ambitious wars and aggressions forms 
a less pleasing picture than a tale of peaceful and bene- 
ficent government, we shall at least see England raised 
to a higher position in the general system of Christendom 
than she held at any earlier, perhaps at any later time. 


§ 2 . The foreign lielaiions of Cunt. 1018-1035. 

Cnut had come into England as a conqueror and destroyer ; 
but his reign, as far as the internal state of England 
is concerned, was a time of perfect peacc.^ No invasion 
from beyond sea, no revolt, no civil war, is recorded 
during the eighteen years of his government. A single 
Scottish inroad and victory of which we shall presently 
hear was wiped out by the more complete submission of 
the northern vassal of England. Within England itself 
we read of no district Joeing ravaged either by rebels or 
by royal command ; we read of no city undergoing, or 
even being threatened with, military chastisement. This 
is more than can be said of the reign either of Eadgar 
the Peaceful or of Eadward the Saint. No doubt the 
whole nation was weary of warfare ; after a struggle of 
thirty-six years, England would have been glad of a 
season of repose, even under a far worse government than 
that of Cnut. But a period of seventeen years in which 
we cannot see that a sword was drawn within the borders 

^ Compare Snorro’s description of the reign of Cnut (c. 139; Laing, ii. 
194) ; “In his whole kingdom [seemingly both England and Denmark] 
peace was so well established that no man dared break it. The people of 
the country kept their peace towards each other, and had their old country 
law : and for this he was greatly celebrated in all countries.” 
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of England was something altogether unparalleled in 
those warlike ages, something which speaks volumes in 
favour of the King who bestowed such a blessing on our 
land. It is true that the old enemies of England were 
now the fellow-subjeets of Englishmen, and that the first 
attempt of her new enemies came to nought without a 
blow being struck. Danish invasions ceased when Den- 
mark and England had the same King, and the first 
Norman invasion, as we shall presently see, ignominiously 
failed. But a great deal is proved by the absence of 
any recorded attempt on the part of any Englishman to 
get rid of the foreign King. No one thought of taking 
advantage of Cnut’s frequent absences from England in 
the way in which men did take advantage of the similar 
absences of William the Norman. It is quite impossible 
that England and all Cnut’s other kingdoms should have 
been kept down against their will by the King’s 
Housecarls. It is now that we first hear of this famous 
force, the name of which will be often heard during 
the following reigns, even after the Norman Conquest. 
Hitlierto England had possessed nothing that could be 
called a standing army. When% war had to be waged, 
the King or Ealdorman called on his personal followers, 
attached to him by the ancient tie of the comitatus^ and on 
the general levy, the fyrd or militia, either of the whole 
kingdom or of some particular part of it. But no Eng- 
lish King or Ealdorman had hitherto kept a standing 
military force in his pay. But Cnut now organized a 
regular paid force, kept constantly under arms, and ready 
to march at a moment’s notice.’ These were the famous 
Thingmen, the Housecarls, of whom we hear so much 
under Cnut and under his successors. This permanent 
body of soldiers in the King’s personal service seems to 
have had its origin in the crews of the forty Danish 
* On the Housecarls, see Appendix KKK. 
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ships which were kept by Cnut when he sent back the chap. vi. 
greater part of his fleet in the second year of his reign. 

In his time the force consisted of three thousand, or at 
most of six thousand, men, gathered from all nations. 

For the power and fame of Cnut drew volunteers to his 
banner from all parts of Northern Europe.. The force A revival 
was in fact a revival of the earliest form of the comitatm, Comitatus, 
only more thoroughly and permanently organized. The 
immediate followers, the hearth-company, of earlier Kings 
and Ealdormen had been attached to them by a special 
tie, and were bound to bear to them a special fidelity in 
the day of battle.^ The Housccarls of Thingmen of Cnut 
were a force of this kind, •larger in number, kept more 
constantly under arms, and subjected to a more regular 
discipline than had hitherto been usual. Receiving regu- 
lar pay, and reinforced by volunteers of all kinds and of 
all nations, they doubtless gradually departed a good deal 
from the higher type of the comiiatm^ and came nearer 
to the level of ordinary mercenaries. So far as the force 
consisted of foreigners, they were mercenaries in the 
strictest sense ; so far as it consisted of Englishmen, they 
were mercenaries in no ^ther sense than that in which 
all paid soldiers are mercenaries. The housccarls were 
in fact a standing army, and a standing army was an 
institution which later Kings and great Earls, English as 
well as Danish, found it to be their interest to continue. 

Under Cnut they formed a kind of military guild with 

the King at their head. A set of most elaborate articles The mili- 

of war determined the minutest points of their duty.^ 

Fitting punishments were decreed for all offences great 
and small, punishments to be awarded by tribunals formed 

1 See, above all, the account of the “ heor 5 -werod '* of Brihtnoth at 
Maldon. See above, p. 271. 

® On the '^Witherlags Ret” or “Leges Castr eases” of Cnut, see Appendix 
KKK. 
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CHAP. VI. among the members of the guild. But all the provisions 

of the code relate wholly to the internal discipline of 

the force and to the relations of its members to one 

another. Of the position in which they stood to the 

community at large we hear absolutely nothing. And 

it should be remembered that all our details come from 

Danish writers and those not contemporary. Our English 

authorities tell us nothing directly about the matter. 

Theinsti- From them we could at most have inferred that some 

tution con- • j-j j- n . 

tinned by institution 01 the sort arose about this time ; we never 

read of housecarls before the reign of Cnut, while we 
often read of them afterwards. That a body of soldiers, 
many of them foreigners, were guilty of occasional acts 
of wrong and insolence, we may take for granted even 
without direct evidence. That under a bad King they 
might sometimes be sent on oppressive errands we shall 
presently see on the best of evidence. But that under 
the great Cnut they were the instruments of any general 
system of oppression^ that they held the nation in un- 
willing submission to a yoke which it was anxious to 
throw off, is proved by no evidence whatever. And when 
England was again ruled by Icings of her own blood, 
the housecarls became simply a national standing army, 
and an army of which England might well be proud. 
The name of the housecarls of King Harold became a 
name of fear in the most warlike regions of the North, ^ 
and it was this brave and faithful force which was ever 
foremost in fight and nearest to the royal person alike 
in the hour of victory and in the hour of overthrow. 


Foreign 
policy of 
Cnut. 


We have still to speak of Cnut’s relations with lands be- 
yond the bounds of England. This subject starts several 
important points in the history of foreign lands ; but, as 
far as English history is concerned, most of them may 


^ See vol. iii. ch. xiv., end of § 2. 



RELATIONS WITH WALES. 


447 


be passed by in a few words. Within our own island, we chap. vi. 
hear little of Wales, and out of it, Cnut’s wars with the 
other Scandinavian powers and his relations to the Empire^ 
though highly important, have hardly any bearing on 
English history. The case is different with his dealings 
both with Scotland and with Normandy, both of which, 
the latter especially, call for a somewhat fuller ex- 
amination. 

Cnut, as King of all England, alike by formal election 
and by the power of the sword, of course assumed the 
same Imperial claims and Imperial style which had been 
borne by the Kings who had gone before him. As King 
of all England, he was also Emperor of all Britain, Lord 
of all Kings and all nations within his own island. Of Relations 

” with 

his relations with his Welsh vassals we are driven to pick Wales, 
up what accounts we can from their own scanty annals. 

Early in Cnut’s reign, on what provocation we know not, 
the exploit of Eadric Streona^ was repeated. Wales was Eglaf 
invaded by Eglaf, a Danish Earl in C nut’s service, pro- si^nt 
bably the same who had joined in Thurkill’s invasion 
of England, and who, according to some accounts, was 
brother of that more famous chief.^ He ravaged the land 
of Dyfed and destroyed Saint David’s.^ This is our sole 
fact, except that in one of the last years of Cnut’s reign, 1035 ? 
a Welsh prince, Caradoc son of Bhydderch, was slain by 


* See above, p. 351. 

^ See above, p. 344, and Lappenberg’s note at p, 475 in the original. 
Mr. Thorpe (ii. 210) has turned Eilaf or Eglaf into Ulf, to the utter 
perversion of Lappenberg a meaning, Eglaf’s name ivS attached to several 
charters of Cnut. See Cod. Dipl. iv. a, 28, 29. On the death of Cnut he is 
said (Brut y Tywysogion, 1036), for what cause we are not toM, to have 
left England and to have sought a refuge in Germany. One can hardly 
doubt as to the identity of these two Eglafs ; yet the words of the Brut 
(1020) might almost make us think that Eglaf was some wandering wiking ; 
“After that Eilad (al, Eilaf) came to the isle of Britain, and Dyved was 
devastated and Menevia was demolished.’* 

’ Ann. Camb. 1022. '‘Eilaf vastavit Demetiam. Menevia fracta eat.** 
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the English.^ Our own Chroniclers do not look on these 
matters as worthy of any mention. With Scotland the 
case is somewhat different, especially as the affairs of that 
kingdom are closely mixed up with those of the great 
earldom of Northumberland. We have seen that, on the 
fourfold division of England, the great Northern govern- 
ment was entrusted to the Dane Eric, who seems however 
not to have disturbed the actual English possessors.^ He 
most likely kept a superiority over them till his own 
banishment,^ after which it is clear that the family of the 
former Earls remained in possession. The reigning Earl, 
Eadwulf, the son of the elder Waltheof and brother of 
Uhtred, is spoken of as a timid and cowardly man, who, 
according to one account, now surrendered Lothian to 
King Malcolm for fear that he might avenge the victories 
won over him by' his brother.^ But if any cession was 
made to the Scots at this time, it was most likely 
extorted by Malcolm by force of arms. For the second 
year of Cnut was marked by a Scottish invasion and a 
Scottish victory of unusual importance. King Malcolm 
entered England, accompanied by Eogan or Eugenius, 
seemingly an Under-king of Strathclyde, A great battle 
took place at Carham on the Tweed, not far from the 
scene of the more famous fight of Flodden, in which the 
Scots gained a decisive victory over the whole force of the 
Bernician earldom. The slaughter, as usual, fell most 
heavily upon the English nobility. Bishop. Ealdhun is 
said to have fallen sick on hearing the news, and to 
have died in a few days. His great work was all but 
done. The height of Durham was now crowned by a 
church, stately doubtless after the standard of those times. 


* Ann. Camb. 1035 ; Brut. 1033, * See above, p.379. 

* See above, p. 429. 

* On tbe Northumbrian Earls see Appendix KK, and on the cession of 
Lothian see Appendix I. 

* On Cnut’s relations with Scotland, see Appendix LL. 
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of which only a single tower lacked completion.^ it was chap. vi. 
ioubtless owing to the confusion which followed the Scot- 
tish inroad that three years passed between the death of 
Ealdhun and the succession of the next Bishop Eadmund.^ 
According to one theory, which I shall discuss elsewhere,^ 
the annexation of Lothian to the Scottish kingdom was 
the result of this battle. It is equally strange that a 
prince like Cnut should have consented to the cession of 
any part of his dominions, and that he should have allowed 
a Scottish victory to pass unrevenged. But we do not, in 
our English authorities, find any mention of Scottish 
affairs till a much later stage of his reign. According to Affairs of 
the Scottish account, Duncan, the grandson of Malcolm 
through his daughter Beatrice, who now held the under- 
kingdom of Cumberland or Strathclyde, refused, though 
often summoned, to do homage to Cnut.^ His refusal was 
cloked under a show of feudal loyalty; his homage was 
due only to the lawful King of the English; he would 
do no kind of service to a Danish usurper. Cnut, after 
his return from his Roman pilgrimage, marched against 
his refractory vassal, with the intention of incorporating 
his dominions with the English kingdom. Certain Bishops Submiasioa 
and other chief men stepped in to preserve peace, and 
compromise was brought about. Duncan withdrew his 
claim to independence ; Cnut relinquished his design of 
complete incorporation ; the Under-king of Cumberland 
was again to hold his kingdom on the old terms of 
vassalage. Such is the Scottish story, which character- 
istically puts Cumberland in the foreground, and leaves 
out all mention both of Scotland proper and of Lothian. 

It may very likely be true in what it asserts; it is 

' Simeon (Hist. Eccl. Dun. iii. 5); '*De ecclesia quam inceperat solam 
turrim occidentalem imperfectam reliquit.” 

* Simeon, Hist. Dun. iii. 6; Flor, Wig. 1020. 

® See Appendix I. 

VOL. I. G g 


* See Appendix LLL. 
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.p. VI. eminently false in what it conceals. For there is no 
doubt that Cnut’s dealings with his northern neighbours 
were by no means confined to Cumberland, but touched 
Scotland itself quite as nearly. It is just conceivable 
that both Duncan and his grandfather Malcolm refused 
homage to Cnut on the ground that the Dane was 
an usurper of the English kingdom. If so, they were 
perhaps brought to reason at an earlier time than would 
appear from our own Chronicles only. According to 
a French historian, an expedition of Cnut against the 
Scots was hindered, and peace was restored, by the in- 
tercession of the Lady Emma and her brother Duke 
Richard. According to a Norwegian saga, two Scottish 
Kings, probably Malcolm and Duncan, submitted to 
abmission Cnut in the early years of his reign. However all this 
,nd. niay be, it is certain, on the highest of all authorities, that 
the whole kingdom of Scotland did in the end submit 
to his claims. Cnut, like William after him, was not 
minded to give up any right of the crown which he 
had won. The more famous ceremony of Abernethy forty 
[1073.] years later was now forestalled. As the younger Malcolm 
then became the man of the Norman, so now the elder 
Malcolm became the man of the Dane.^ Cnut, after his 
return from Rome — in the very year of his return, accord- 
ing to those who give the later date to that event — 
marched into Scotland, meeting, it would seem, with no 
Malcolm, opposition. Malcolm now, if not before, rendered the 
and^ac- long-delayed homage, and he was joined in his submission 

beth do other Scottish chiefs, the lords of Argyle and of 

homage to . 

Cnut. Moray, on both of whom our Chronicles bestow the title 
of King. With the otherwise obscure Jehmarc is coupled 
a name which holds no small place in history, but which 
is far more famous in romance. Along with the homage 


* See Appendix LLL, 
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of the elder Malcolm King Cnut received also the homage chap. vi. 
of Macbeth. 

This fact that the Under-kings, or princes of whatever Import of 
rank, within the kingdom of Scotland, did homage to of 
Cnut is worthy of special notice. It seems to be a step 
beyond the terms of the original commendation to Eadward 
the Elder. It seems to be a step towards the more com- 
plete submission made by William the Lion to Henry the 
Second and to the homage done by all Scotland to the 
Lord Paramount Edward. The choice of the English 
King as Father and Lord over the King and people of the 
Scots did not make this or that Scot his man.” ^ But 
now, not only King Malcolm, but Jehmarc and Macbeth 
became the “men” of the King of all England. Yet the 
fact may perhaps be explained another way. When we 
remember the later history, we shall perhaps be inclined to 
look for the cause of this change in the slight authority 
possessed by Malcolm over the lesser Scottish princes. 

His legendary character paints him as a King who 
granted away all his domains, and left himself nothing 
but the hill of Scone, tlie holy place of the Scottish 
monarchy. 2 And more authentic history shows that 
Jehmarc and Macbeth, princes ruling on the western and 
eastern shores of the island, were so far independent of the 
King of Scots that the homage of Malcolm alone would 
have been no suflScient guaranty for the retention of the 
Scottish kingdom in its proper submission to the Imperial 
crown. Macbeth indeed was the representative of a line 
which had claims' on the Scottish crown itself. Cnut 
therefore prudently exacted ‘ the homage of Malcolm’s 
dangerous vassals as well as that of Malcolm himself. 

Malcolm, already an old man, survived the ceremony Death of 
only three years, and died in the year before the death of 

^ See above, p. 131, and Appendix G. 

^ Fordun, iv. 43 (Gale, p. 686). But see Robertson, i. 100 et seqq. 

Qg Z 
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CHAP. VI. his far younger over-lord.^ He was succeeded by his 
grandson Duncan, whose son Malcolm, surnamed Canmore, 
afterwards so famous, received, as usual, the apanage of 
Cumberland,^ 


for their 
history. 


Cnut’s Cnut’s wars in the North of Europe have but little con- 

wars.^^*^ nexion with English history, and there aro few events for 
Authorities which our historical materials are more unsatisfactory. Our 
own Chronicles help us to the dates of some of the more 
prominent events ; the Norwegian sagas ^ and the rhe- 
torical Latin of the Danish historian help us to abundance 
of details, if we could only accept them as authentic ; the 
Danish chronicles are meagre beyond words. Happily, 
to unravel the difficulties and contradictions of their 
various statements is no part of the business of an English 
historian. It may be enough for our purpose .to keep 
ourselves to those events which the contemporary chroni- 
clers of England thought worthy of a place in our own 
national annals. The most important among them is the 
loss and reconquest of Norway by Cnut, and his wars with 
its renowned King Olaf the Saint.^ Norway had, after 
looo. the death of Olaf Tryggvesson,^ formed part of the 


Revolu- 
tions of 
Norway. 


‘ Fordun, iv. 44 ; Chron. 1034. 

* Fordun, iv. 44. “Malcolmo Cuiubri® regionem pater statim ut 
coronatus est donavit.” 

^ The Saga of Olaf Haraldsson or Saint Olaf forms the greater part of the 
second volume of Mr. Laing’s translation of Snorro’s Heiinskringla. I use 
it freely, though with caution, for Northern affairs. It is at all events more 
trustworthy than Saxo and Swegen Aggesson. 

* See Adam of Bremen, ii. 55 (cf. 59). His words are remarkable ; 
“ Inter Chnut et Olaph, regem Nortmannorum, continuum fuit bellum, nec 
cessavit omnibus diebus vitae eorum ; Danis pro imperio certantibus, Nort- 
mannis vero pugnantibus pro libertate. In qua re justior mihi visa est 
caussa Olaph, cui bellum necessarium magis fuit quam voluntarium.” He 
goes on with an elaborate panegyric on Olaf. Adam’s judgement is clearly 
right on the whole, though Cnut had perhaps as much to say for himself as 
warlike kings commonly have. 

On the name Nortmanni, see Appendix T. 

® Snorro’s account (c. 139 ; Laing, ii. 192) is here very distinct. 
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dominions of Swegen, and it was entrusted to the govern- 
ment of his son-in-law Eric, who afterwards held the 
earldom of Northumberland.^ When Eric went to Eng- 
land with Cnut, Hakon the son of Eric remained as Earl 
in Norway, but was soon driven out by Olaf Haraldsson. 
Of this prince, afterwards canonized as a saint and martyr, 
we have heard somewhat already ; ^ but the part assigned 
to him in English affairs evidently belongs to romance and 
not to history. His career in his own country is more 
authentic and more important. The rule of Olaf was at 
first acceptable to the country ; but both his virtues and 
his faults gradually raised up enemies against him. He 
was preeminently a reformer. His strictness in the ad- 
ministration of justice, the first of virtues in a prince of 
those times, is highly praised.^ He was moreover a zealous 
Christian ; his whole soul was devoted to spreading 
throughout his kingdom the blessings of religion and 
civilization^ and to reforming the manners and morals of 
his people in every way. He brought bishops and other 
churchmen from England, and, not satisfied with the 
evangelization of his own kingdom, he employed them as 
missionaries in Sweden, Gothland, and the neighbouring 
islands.^ But, just like the elder Olaf, his choice of means 
was often less praiseworthy than the excellence of his 
objects. The reformer tried by harshness and violence 
to force on a rude people manners and institutions for 
which they were not ready, and the Christian missionary 
sank into a persecutor of those who clave to the creed of 
their fathers. In his lofty ideas of kingly power, Olaf set 
little store by the rights either of the ancient chiefs or of 
the free peasantry of the land, and, in dealing with these 

^ See above, p. 379. 

^ See above, p. 370, and Appendix VV. 

® See Adam of Bremen, ii. 55, and cf. Florence, 1027. 

^ Adam, u. s. 
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CHAP. VI. enemies^ he did not shrink from acts of merciless cruelty.^ 
Meanwhile Cnut was keeping as careful an eye on Norway 
as his father had kept on England ; but, like his father, he 
knew how to bide his time. A summons to Olaf to hold 


Cnut’s de- 
feat at the 
Heisfa. 
1025. 

Cnut’s in- 
trigues in 
Norway. 
1027. 


the crown of Norway as his vassal was rejected ; ^ war fol- 
lowed, and Cnut’s first expedition was unsuccessful. Olaf 
allied himself with the Swedish King Omund, and their 
joint forces inflicted a defeat on Cnut’s combined Danish 
and English army at the river Ilelga in Scania.^ Two 
years later, by dint of bribes and promises and by studi- 
ously taking advantage of Olafs growing unpopularity, 
Cnut contrived to raise up a powerful party in Norway 


which was prepared to accept his own pretensions.'* In 
the next year, when Cnut sailed to Norway with fifty 
ships, Olaf was completely forsaken by his people, and 
Cnut ex- had to take refuge in Russia. Cnut was everywhere 
aifd welcomed, and he was chosen King of all Norway by the 
K'li^^of all Trondhjem, just as he had been, eleven years 

Norway, before, chosen King of all England by the Gemot at 
, London.^ A later attempt of Olaf to recover his king- 

Olaf killed * . - ^ 

at Stikkel- dom was resisted by the Norwegians themselves ; he fell 

1030. in the fight of Stikkelstad, and the Church looked on 


him as a martyr.^ 


^ Snorro, c. 74 (Laing, ii. 84). 

^ Snorro, c. 140 (Laing, ii. 194). 

® On this battle see Appendix MMM. 

* Flor. Wig. 1027; Saxo, 196. “Olavum vero per Norvagiensium 
quosdam pecunia a se corruptos domestico bello opprimendum curavit.*’ 
Snorro, capp. 165, 171, 175. In an earlier part of his story (c. 34) Snorro 
remarks that the Norwegians preferred a foreign and absentee King, who 
simply took tribute, and let the ancient laws and usages alone, while a 
native and resident Kling commonly interfered with them. 

® Snorro, c. 180, The entry in the Durham Annals is “Cnut Rex 
Anglorum fit et rex Danorura.” Here is one of the common confusions 
between Danes and Norwegians ; but it shows a remembrance of the fact 
(see above, p. 422) that Cnut had not become King of England and 
Denmark at the same time. 

® See Snorro, c. 235 et seqq. j Flor. Wig. 1030 ; Adam, ii. 55, 59. The 
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Cnut, King of five or, as some reckon, six kingdoms, ohap.vi. 
seems to have looked upon himself as Emperor of the 
North, and to have held himself in all respects as the peer relations 
of his Roman brother.^ Earlier and later Danish Kings Empire, 
were fain to own themselves the vassals of Caesar ; but 
before the power of Cnut the Roman Terminus himself 
had to give way. With the Prankish Emperor Conrad the 
mighty ruler of Northern Europe was on the best terms. 

Cnut, as we have seen, made his acquaintance and friend- 
ship in his Imperial capital^ and bore a part in the 
splendours of his Imperial consecration. The alliance was 
cemented by a treaty of marriage between their children^ 
and by a cession of territory on the part of the potentate 
higher in formal rank. Gunhild, the daughter of Cnut Marriage 
and Emma, was betrothed to Conrad’s son King Henry, to King 
afterwards the renowned Emperor Henry the Third. The 
marriage however did not take place till after the death of 
the bride’s father, and* Gunhild, like her predecessor 
Eadgyth; was destined to be neither the wife nor the 
mother of an Emperor. Gunhild, like Eadgyth, died 
before her husband succeeded to the Empire, and his suc- 
cessor was the offspring of his second and better known 
marriage with Agnes of Poitiers.^ 

The more strictly political result of the friendship be- Cnut re- 
tween Cnut and Conrad was the restoration of the ancient 
frontier between Denmark and Germany. After the vie- 
torious expedition of Otto the Second into Denmark, a 
German mark had been established beyond the Eider, 
extending from that river to the Dannewirk, the great 

battle is a well attested fact, yet Adam says ; ** Alii dicun t eum in bello 
peremptum, quidam vero in medio populi circo ad ludibrium magis ex- 
positum, [The title of “ martyr ” seemingly suggested the amphitheatre.] 

Sunt alii qui asserunt ilium in gratia regia Chnut latenter occisum, quod et 
magis verum esse non diffidimus, eo quod regnum ejus invasit,** 

^ See Appendix NNN, 

* See Appendix NNN. 
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bulwark which Gorm and Thyra had reared against the 
Southern invader. This was the first step in that process 
which has gradually Germanized a part of Southern Jut- 
land, and which has at last handed over an unwilling 
Scandinavian population as the victims of Prussian greed 
of territorial aggrandizement. Cnut, by treaty with the 
Emperor, and seemingly as the price of his daughter, re- 
covered the ancient frontier with which Charles the Great 
had been content, and which remained the boundary of the 
two realms till that general removing of ancient landmarks 
which belongs only to the more refined diplomacy of 
modern times. 

We have now, last of all, to look to the position of 
Cnut with reference to the Duchy of Normandy. I have 
already, in speaking of Cnut’s ecclesiastical policy, had 
occasion to mention the close connexion which he kept up 
with more than one part of Gaul. He was the special 
friend of Duke William of Aquitaine, surnamed the Great, 
a prince whose tastes were in many respects congenial with 
his own. He sent him embassies and gifts, among them 
a splendid book of devotions in golden letters.^ But CniiPs 
most important relations among the states of Gaul were 
with the great duchy which lay op])Osite to his southern 
shores, and where his banished step-sons were being 
brought up as his possible rivals. The last event in the 
internal history of Normandy which I recorded was the 


^ William the Third of Poitiers and Fifth of Aquitaine reigned from 990 
to 1029. His connexion with Cnut is described by Ademar (iii. 41 ; ap. 
Pertz, iv. 134) ; ‘^Necnon et regem Danairiarcorum et Anglorum, nomine 
Canotum, ita sibi suramo favore devinxerat, ut singulis annis legationes 
eorum exciperet pretiosis cum muneribus, ipseque pretiosiora eis remitteret 
munera.” The book is described as Codex literis aureis scriptus, in quo 
nomina sanctorum distincta cum imaginibus continebatur.” Cone. Lemov. 
1031 ; ap. Labb6, Cone. ix. 882, quoted by Pertz. Cnut and Emma, as we 
shall see again, had rather a fancy for making presents of books. 
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great revolt of the Norman peasantry at the beginning of ohap.vt. 
the reign of Richard the Good. The new Duke was, in C997d 
the full sense of the word, a Frenchman. Whatever had 
become of the original homage of Rolf, the commendation 
of Richard the Fearless to Hugh the Great ^ was still in 
full force. Richard was the loyal vassal and faithful ally of Friendly 
the Parisian King ; his friendship with Robert, the second ^ith 
King of that house, seems to have always remained unbroken, 
and the two princes acted together in various expeditions. 

The Normans were by this time thoroughly naturalized in 
their Gaulish possessions. In the records of the time they 
appear as recognized and honoured members of the Freneh 
monarchy. The memory of their foreign and heathen de- 
scent is forgotten ; their prince is no longer the mere Duke 
of Pirates,^ whom a loyal Frenchman spoke of as seldom as 
he could ; the cherished ally of the Parisian King is now 
spoken of with every respect as the Duke of Rouen.^ The 
chief French historian of the time is as ready to exaggerate 
the external power and influence of the second Richard as 
ever his own Dudo was to exaggerate those of his father.^ 

Richard, on the other hand, did not hesitate to have his 
gifts to his own Fecamp confirmed by his over-lord,^ and 
he dated his public acts by the regnal years of the King.® 

* See above, p. 221. 

^ See above, pp. 164, 254. 

^ In Rudolf Glaber (ii. 2) Richard appears as ‘‘ Rotomagorum dux.” 

Duke or Earl of Rouen (Rudu Jarl) is also the title which the Norman 
princes bear in the Northern Sagas. See Vita Olai Trygg. p. 263, and 
Laing, ii. i6. Richard is ''dux'' here; he is Rotomagorum comes ” in 
cap. 8, and “Princeps” in iii. i. In Ademar (iii. 55) he is ''Comes 
Rotomensis " and “ Rotomagi.” Richard calls himself (D’Achery, iii. 386) 

"Marchio Nortmannise.” See Appendix T. 

^ See above, p. 185. 

® King Robert in 1006 confirmed the foundation of Fdcamp, '* pia 
petitione dilectissimi fidelis nostri Ricardi comitis.” Gallia Christiana, xi. 

Inst. 8. One can hardly fancy this formula being used fifty years earlier or 
fifty years later. 

• This is a very common act of formal submission, even when submission 
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And no wonder; for it is plain that the Norman Duke 
was the mainstay of the French kingdom. Robert, though 
the most pious of men, could not avoid either temporal 
warfare, ecclesiastical censures, or domestic oppression.^ 
In the last two classes of afflictions Norman help could 
hardly avail him, but in all Robert’s wars Richard proved 
a steady and valuable ally. The help of the Norman 
Duke enabled his over-lord to maintain his claims over the 
ducal Burgundy, 2 and Norman troops served along with 
those both of the French King and of the German Caesar 
in a war against their common vassal of Flanders. The 
Imperial and royal saints united their forces against the 
city of Valenciennes, and the more purely temporal help of 
the Norman Duke was arrayed on the same side.^ With 
his Breton neighbours or vassals Richard was on good 
terms. The friendship between him and the Breton Count 
Geoffrey was cemented by an exchange of sisters between 
the two princes. Richard married Judith of Britanny,^ 
and Hadwisa of Normandy became the wife of Geoffrey, 


was merely formal; but, after being very common under Richard, it dies 
out under William. 

‘ King Robert’s domestic troubles, his uncanonical marriage with his 
first wife, and the bondage in which he lived to his second, are well known. 
Constance, according to Rudolf Glaber (iii. 9), was ‘^avarissima, maritique 
magistral The flocking of her southern countrymen to the court of Paris 
is defecribed by Rudolf in language which reminds one of England under 
Henry the Third. 

* This Burgundian war is described by R. Glaber, ii. 8 ; Will, Gem. 

V. 15. The Norman contingent is said to have amounted to 30,000 men. 

® See Sigebert’s Chron. 1006 (Pertz, vi. 354), and the Gesta Episc. 
Cameracensium, i. 33 (Pertz, vii. 414, 435). Both writers allow Robert 
the title of Francorum rex;*’ Richard is in Sigebert “Comes Nortman- 
norum,” in the Gesta “ Rotomagensium dux.’* (In the Chroriicon Scotorum, 
p. 266, he is “ Ricard ri Fraingc.**) I need hardly say that the Emperor 
Henry the Second was a canonized saint, and King Robert certainly 
deserved that honour as much as many who received it. 

* The marriage contract of Judith is given in Martbne and Durand's 
Thesaurus Novus, i. 123. She founded the abbey of Bemay in 1013. 

W. Gem. vii. 22. See Neustria Pia, 398. Her church is standing, though 
desecrated, a noble example of early Norman Romanesque. 
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on* whose death her sons, Alan and Odo, were placed chap. vi. 
under the guardianship of their uncle and lord.^ With 
another neighbour and brother-in-law Eichard found it 
less easy to remain on friendly terms. His sister Matilda 
had married Odo the Second, Count of Chartres, the grand- 
son of the old enemy Theobald. The town and part of the 
district of Dreux had been given to Odo as her marriage 
portion,^ and this, on her death, he refused to give back. A War witli 
war followed, which was made conspicuous by the foundation chartres. 
of the famous castle of Tillieres,*^ which long remained a 
border fortress of Normandy. Of course every effort of 
Odo to take or surprise the Norman outpost was rendered 
hopeless by Norman valour, and yet we are told that 
Richard found it expedient to resort to help of a very 
questionable kind to support him against his enemy. The 
Normans were now Frenchmen ; Duke Eichard and his 
court of gentlemen^ had doubtless quite forgotten their 
Scandinavian mother-tongue ; some traces of the old 
nationality may still have lingered at Bayeux, but, as a 
whole, Normandy was now French in language, feeling, . 
and religion. But the old connexion with the North 
was still cherished. We have already seen how the 
friendly reception which the Danish invaders of England 
met with in the Norman ports had led to hostile relations 
between Normandy and England.^ So now we have 
the old story of Harold Blaatand over again.^ Richard, 
like his father, does not scruple to bring heathen invaders 
into Gaul to help him against his Christian enemies. 

^ W. Gem. V. 13. Count Gooffrey going on a pilgrimage to Rome, left 
his dominions and his sons “ sub ducis advocatu.” He died on his way 
home. 

^ On the war with Odo, see W. Gem. v. 10-12 ; Roman de Rou, 6588- 
6974. Cf. R. Glaber, iii, 2, 9. 

^ “ Castrum Tegulense,” W. Gem. v. 10. ** Tuillieres,” Roman de Rou, 

6627. 

* See above, p. 255. ® See above, pp. 285, 30a. 

® See above, pp. 216, et aeqq., 234. 
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And, just as in the second appearance of Harold Blaatand, 
this shameful help is called in at a time when there 
seems to be no need for it^ at a time when the Norman 
arms are completely victorious. Odo could surely have 
been crushed by the combined forces of Normandy and 
Britanny,^ even if King Robert was not disposed to repay 
in kind the services of his loyal vassal. The tale how- 
ever, as we find it, represents the Norman Duke as 
entering into a league with two heathen Kings, who were 
engaged in inflicting the most cruel ravages on his own 
vassals and allies of Britanny, having just taken and 
burned the frontier city of Dol.^ These Kings are de- 
scribed as Lacman of Sweden and Olaf of Norway. With 
regard to the former there must be a mistake of some 
kind, as no King bearing mj such name occurs in Swedish 
history. But we are given to understand that the Olaf 
spoken of was no other than the famous Olaf Haraldsson 
the Saint.^ One story of the early life of Olaf seems to 


‘ ^^Adscitis Britonibus cum Normannorum legionibus,” says William of 
Jumi^ges, v. 10. 

* W. Gem. V. II ; Roman de Rou, 6885-6928. On Dol, see vol. iii, cb. 
xii. § 4. 

® The names in William of Jumibges are Olavus and Lacman. The 
printed text of the Roman de Rou has Colan and Coman, but the manu- 
scripts seem to have various forms, Solan, Laman, and Olef. Mr, Thorpe 
(Lappenberg, Norman Kings, p. 35) points out the error of Depping 
(ii. 177) and Prevost (Roman de Rou, i. 346), who suppose this Olaf to be 
Olaf Tryggvesson. Nothing can be plainer than that both William and 
Wace meant their Olaf for Olaf Haraldsson, as they speak of his subsequent 
martyrdom. Mr. Thorpe adds, Lagman is the name of an office. Angl 
lawman,'^ So it is, and names of offices, from Pharaoh onwards, have oftei 
been mistaken for proper names ; but would a King, specially a King 0 
the sea, be called a Lawman ? Lagman too is a real Scandinavian name 
Lagman, Harold, and Olaf appear as brothers in the history of Man (Chroi 
Man. 4. ed. Munch, A. 1075.) Thorpe also supposes that the t\N 
Kings were “ two petty Scandinavian potentates from Ireland.” Deppii 
(ii. 175) identifies this expedition with one in which certain Northmen fro 
Denmark and Ireland invaded Aquitaine (Ademar, iii. 53, ap. Pertz, 
139) ; but this is placed by Pertz in 1020, and the whole story is qu 



461 


eichaed’s eelations with the north. 

be about as mythical as another ; but something is proved chap. vt. 

when two independent narratives agree. Of the busy 

career in England whicli the Northern legend assigns to 

Olaf not a trace is to be found in any English writer. 

But the presence of Olaf in Normandy is asserted alike 

by Norman and by Norwegian tradition. According to Richard 

allies him* 

the Norman tale, the ravagers of Britanny left their self with 
prey, sailed to Rouen in answer to the Duke^s summons, 
and were there honourably received by him. But if Duke Mediation 
Richard did not shrink from such guests at Rouen, King Robert 
Robert was naturally afraid of their appearance at Paris. 

After the treatment which the Bretons had received, all 
Gaul was endangered by their presence.^ The King then 
held, what is so rare in the history of France, so common 
in that of England and Germany, an assembly of the 
Princes of his realm.^ The royal summons was obeyed 
both by the Duke of the Normans and by the Count of 
Chartres. Peace was made by the mediation of the King ; 

Count Odo kept his town of Dreux, and Duke Richard 
kept his new fortress of Tillieres. The heathen Kings 
were to be got rid of as they might. Duke Richard 
persuaded them by rich gifts to go away then, and to 
promise to come again if they were wanted. One of 
them, Olaf, tvas converted to Christianity with many of 
his comrades. He was baptized by Archbishop Robert, 
and his career of sanctity begins forthwith,^ 

different. Wherever a wiking shows himself, he brings a mythical atmo- 
sphere with him. 

^ Will. Gem. v. 12. ‘‘Robertus .... verens ne ab eis Francia de- 
moliretur.” 

* Ib. ‘^Satrapas regiminis sux convocavit, ambosque discordes ad se 
apud Coldras convenire mandavit.” This is a somewhat lordly style for a 
French King to use towards a Norman Duke, but it is a Norman writer who 
records it. On the rarity of such assemblies in France, see above, p. 248, 

* Will. Gem. v. 12 ; Roman de Rou, 6975. This of course proves that 
Olaf Haraldsson is meant, but it proves nothing as to the historic value of 
the story. 
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Stories of this kind can hardly be admitted into history 
without a certain amount of dread lest the historian may 
prove to have opened his text for the reception of a 
mere piece of romance. They are stories which we cannot 
venture unhesitatingly to accept, but which we are not 
at all in a position unhesitatingly to deny. They are 
stories of w^hich it is safest to say that the details are 
sure to be mythical, but that there is likely to be some 
groundwork of truth at the bottom. It is impossible to 
read this tale of the alliance of Richard the Good with 
Olaf and Lacman, without a lurking feeling that it may 
be the tale of Richard the Fearless and Harold Blaatand 
moved from its old place and fitted with a new set of 
names. If we get thus far, it is hardly possible to avoid 
going a step further, and asking whether the mythical 
element is not strong in the tale of Harold Blaatand 
himself. And it is hardly less difficult to read the story 
of the two heathen Kings, of whom one is converted, 
while the other seemingly goes away stiffnecked in his 
old errors, without asking whether the tale is not merely 
a repetition of the history of the dealings of ^thelred 
with Swegen and Olaf Tryggvesson twenty years before.^ 
Still we are hardly justified in altogether rejecting stories 
which we cannot disprove, and which rest on authority, 
certainly not first-rate, but still such as we are generally 
content to accept for statements which have no inherent 
unlikelihood about them. And after all, in this particular 
case, the mere existence of the stories proves something 
of more importance than the particular facts which they 
profess to relate. Whether the tales either of Harold 
or of Olaf be historically true or not, the fact that such 
tales could obtain belief, and could find a place in recog- 
nized Norman history, shows that a strong feeling of 
connexion between Normandy and the Scandinavian 
* See above, pp. 287-291. 
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mother-land must have lived on, even after all outward chap.vi. 
traces of Scandinavian descent had passed away. 

Another feature in Norman history, which has its be- Forei^ 
ginning in the reign of Richard the Good, is still more and^con-^ 
closely connected with our immediate subject. It was in 
the days of this prince that the Normans of the Norman Normans, 
duchy began to play an independent part beyond their 
own borders, and to enter on that series of foreign ex- 
peditions and foreign conquests of which the Norman 
Conquest of England was the last and greatest example.^ 

The earlier Dukes had founded the duchy; they had 
enlarged its borders ; they had defended it against aggres- 
sion from without, and had developed its resources within. 

The alliance between Richard the Good and King Robert 
had caused the Norman arms to be felt and dreaded 
throughout the length and breadth of Gaul. But now 
the limits both of the Norman duchy and of the French 
kingdom became too narrow for the energies both of the 
sovereigns of Normandy and of their subjects. The part 
played by the Normans in Europe had hitherto been partly 
defensive and partly secondary. They had withstood 
French, English, and German invasions^ and they had 
aided their lords, ducal and royal^ at Paris in a variety of 
military adventures. But now that no invader was to be 
feared, now that the Norman state held a fully established 
position in France and in Europe, the old Scandinavian 
spirit of distant enterprise and distant conquest awoke 
again. The Christian and French-speaking Norman was 
now as ready to jeopard his life and fortune in distant 
lands as ever his heathen and Scandinavian forefathers 
had been. The days of the actual crusades had not yet 
come, but already, while warfare of all kinds had charms, 

^ The Norman Conquest of Sicily was actually later than that of England ; 
but then the conquest of Apulia and the conquest of Sicily were merely two 
acts of the same drama, • 
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warfare against misbelievers was beginning to be clothed 
with a special charm in the eyes of the Christian chivalry 
of Normandy. As yet no distant conquest had been 
undertaken by any Norman Duke. Yet even under 
Richard the Good we find the power of Normandy em- 
ployed beyond the bounds of the French kingdom, and 
in a cause which was not that of any immediate interest 
of the Norman duch3^ Besides the campaign in which 
Duke Richard vindicated the claim of his over-lord over 
the ducal Burgundy, he carried hm arms beyond the 
frontier of the Western Kingdom into that further .Bur- 
gundy which still kept its own line of Kings, and which 
was soon to return to its allegiance to Caesar. Reginald, 
Count of the Burgundian Palatinate, had married Richard’s 
daughter Adeliza. Towards the end of Richard’s reign, 
this prince fell into the hands of his turbulent neighbour, 
Hugh, Count of Challon^ and Bishop of Auxerre. Hugh 
was a vassal of France, while Reginald’s dominions were 
held in fief of the last Burgundian King, the feeble 
Rudolf^ himself little better than a vassal of the Emperor. 
But neither King nor Caesar stepped forward to chastise 
the wrong-doer or to set free the captive. It was a 
Norman army, under the young Richard, son of the Duke^ 
which presently taught the Count-prelate that a son-in- 
law of the Duke of the Normans could not be wronged 
with impunity .2 

But far greater and more enduring exploits than these 
were wrought •during the reign of Richard^ not by the 
public force of the Norman duchy, but by the restless 
energy of private Norman adventurers. An attempt to 
establish a Norman settlement in Spain came to nought ; 
but in this period were laid the foundations of that great 

' Challon, or Cabillo, in ducal Burgundy, which must be distinguished 
from Chalons, or Catalauni. in Champagne. 

* Will. Gera. v. 16; Roman de Rou, 7292-7370. 
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Norman settlement in Southern Italy which had such an chap. vi. 
important effect on the future history of Europe. Roger Exploits of 
of Toesny was the first to carry the Norman arms into the Toes^ny^in 
Spanish peninsula. Spain had long before attracted the®P‘^'^* 
attention of a Norman sovereign ; it was to Spain, as a 
heathen land, to which Richard the Fearless had per- 
suaded the unbelieving portion of his Scandinavian allies 
to depart.^ It was in Spain, as the battle-ground of 
Christian and Saracen, that Roger now sought at once to 
wage w^arfare against the misbeliever and to carve out 
a dominion for himself. Roger was of the noblest blood 
of Normandy, boasting a descent from Malahulc, uncle of 
Rolf,2 and he may well have looked down upon the upstart 
gentlemen whose nobility had no higher source than the 
tardy bridal of their kinswoman Giinnor.'^ Roger fought 
manfully against the infidels, and marvellous tales are told 
of his daring, his hard-won victories, his deeds of cannibal 
ferocity.^ Ho married the daughter of the widowed 
Countess of Barcelona, a princess whose dominions were 
practically Spanish, though her formal allegiance was 
due to the Parisian King. This marriage was doubtless 
designed as the beginning of a Norman principality in 
Spain ; but the scheme failed to take any lasting root. 

The exploits of the Normans in Italy, which began in Norman 
the reign of Richard, form a theme of the highest interest, of^ApuTil 

but one on which it is dangerous to enter, lest I should be Sicily. 

1010-1090. 

drawn too far away both from my central subject and from 


^ See above, p. 234. 2 2, 3 above, pp. 252, 253. 

* According to Ademar, who records several of his exploits, he daily slew 
and boiled a Saracen prisoner, and compelled the comrades of the slain man 
to eat of his flesh. He himself only pretended to partake. Ademar, iii. 55 
(Pertz, iv. 140). Some of the first crusaders (Ord. Vit. 749 A) were driven 
by hunger to eat the flesh of Turks, but their superiors were grieved and 
ashamed. Richard Coeur de Lion, according to some legends, went a 
step further ; he ate freely, and pronounced that no other meat was so 
strengthening for an Englishman. 

VOL. I. H h 



466 


THE DANISH KINGS IN ENGLAND. 


CHAP, VT. 


The Con- 
quest of 
England 
perhaps 
j)artly sug- 
gested by 
it. 


those which directly bear upon it. On English, and even 
on Norman, affairs the influence of these great events was 
merely indirect. One can hardly doubt that the wonder- 
ful successes of their countrymen in the South of Europe 
did much to suggest to the minds of those Normans who 
stayed at home that a still greater conquest nearer home 
was not wholly hopeless. The unsuccessful attempt of 
Duke Robert, which we shall presently have to mention, 
and the successful attempt of his greater son, may well 
have been partly suggested by the exploits of the sons of 
Tancred in Apulia. When private adventurers thus grew 
into sovereigns, what might not be done by the sovereign 
of Normandy himself, wielding the whole force of the land 
which gave birth to men like them ? For it must be re- 
membered that the Norman conquest of Apulia was no 
national enterprise, no conquest made in regular warfare 
waged by the Duke of the Normans against any other 
potentate. Private Norman adventurers, pilgrims return- 
ing from the Holy Land, Norman subjects under the 
displeasure of their own Duke,’ gentlemen of small estate 
whom the paternal acres could no longer maintain, 
gradually deprived the Roman Empire of the East^ of 
the remnant of its Western possessions, and won back the 
greatest of Mediterranean islands from the dominion of 
Mahomet to that of Christ. The sons of Tancred of 
Hauteville began as wikings who had changed their 
element ; they gradually grew into Counts, Dukes, Kings, 
and Emperors. And, when the first horrors of conquest 
were over, no conquerors, not even Cnut himself, ever 

' B. Glaber, iii. i. '' Normannonim audadssimus, nomine Bodulphns, 
qui etiam comiti Bichardo displicuerat, cujus iram metuem,” &c. Of. 
Ademar, iii. 55. 

2 The respectful way in which Budolf (u. s.) speaks of the Eastern 
Empire is worth notice. We read of “Imperator Basilius sancti Imperii 
Conatantinopolitani,” ** tributa, qu» Bomano debentur Imperio,” namely 
by the Italian cities, &c. 
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deserved better of the conquered. The noble island of cHAr.vi. 
Sicily^ so long the battle-field of Europe and Africa, the 
land which Greece, Rome, Byzantium, had so long striven 
to guard or to recover from the incursions of the Cartha- 
ginian and the Arab, became, under her Norman Kings, 
the one example of really equal and tolerant government 
which the world could then show. Under the Norman 
sceptre the two most civilized races of the world,^ the 
Greek and the Saracen, could live together in peace, and 
could enrich their common country with the results of skill 

and industry such as no Northern realm could rival. For Conquest 
. m i. • Sicily 

once we are driven to blush for our common ieutomc by Henry 

blood, when we see how this favoured portion of the world, 

the one spot where contending creeds and races could 

display their best qualities under the sway of a common and 

impartial ruler, was enslaved and devastated and trodden 

under foot by the selfish ambition of a Teutonic invader. 

The relations of Richard with England, his war with 
^thelred,^ his dealings with Swegen,^ his reception of his 
fugitive brother-in-law and his children,^ have been already 
spoken of. With Cnut he seems to have maintained per- Unbroken 
feet peace. His nepliews, the sons of iEthclred and hmma, between 
found shelter at his court, but only shelter. U1 any 
attempt on their hehalf, of any interference in the internal 
affairs of England, the wary Duke seems never to have 
thought. We must hasten on to the reign of another 
Norman prince, whose relations to our island were widely 
different. 

Eichard died after a reign of thirty years. Before his OeaAjf 
death he assembled the chief men of his duchy, and by ,026. 
their advice he settled the duchy itself on his eldest son 


* 1 speak of course only of such civilization as is implied in 
science, art, and learning. Political civilization came neit er 
East nor from the West nor yet from the South. 

> Seep. 301. » Seep. 34 ^. ‘Seep. 36.. 

H h 2 
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Richard, and the county of Hicsmes on his second son 
Robert as his brother's vassal.^ Disputes arose between 
the brothers ; Robert was besieged in his castle of Falaise, 
and when peace was made by the submission of Robert^ 
the Duke did not long survive his success. After a reign 
of two years he died by poison/ as was generally believed, 
and was succeeded by his brother.^ Robert, known as the 
Magnificent/ is most familiar to us in English history as 
the father of the Conqueror. But he has no small claims 
on our notice on his ovvn account. What the son carried 

' W. Gem. V- 17. “Cunctos Nonnannorum principea apud Fiscannum 
convocat.’* “ Richardum filium suum consultu sapientum [mid his Witena 
ge})eaht] prsefecit suo ducatui, et Robertum fratrem ejus comitatui Oximensi, 
ut inde illi persolveret debitum obsequii.” See above, p. 173. Was 
Richard associated with his father in the duchy before his father’s death ? 
The idea is suggested by a signature of Richardus Tertius ” in De Lisle, 
Saint Sauveur le Vicomte, Preuves, pp. 7, 9. The former charter is 
given in full in Neustria Pia, 215-218. The latter seems very distifict. 
It has the signatures, Signuin Ricbardi secundi ducis. Signum Richardi 
tertii ducis.’* So the son of Henry the Second was known after his 
coronation as Henry the Third. 

* Will. Gem. vi. 2. “Cum suorum nonnullis, ut plurimi rettulerunt, 
veneno mortem obiit.’* So Roman de Ron, 74 ,H seqq. William of 
Malmesbury (ii. 1 78) more distinctly mentions the suspicion against Robert ; 
** Opinio certe incerta vagatur, quod conniventia fratris Robert! . , . vim 
juveni- venefica consciverit.” So Chron. Turon. (Duchesne, iii. 360) ; 
“ Hie dicitur veneno necasse Richardum fratrem suum.” 

^ Richard left a young son, Nicolas, seemingly illegitimate (see Palgrave, 
iii. 137-142), who became a monk, and died Abbot of Saint Ouens in 1092. 
Will. Gem. vi. a ; Ord. Vit. 710 A, who records how he began, but did not 
finish, the abbey church. Of his work only a small part at the east end remains, 

* There is no authority whatever for his common name of Robert the 
Devil which seems to have arisen from confounding him with the hero of 
some popular romance. The Norman historians give him a singularly good 
character, and certainly, unless he had a hand in his brother’s death, no 
great crime is recorded of him. We hear absolutely nothing of any such 
cruelties on his part as are recorded of many princes of that age. (See 
Will. Gem. vi, 3 ; Roman de Rou, 7453-) Altogether his actions mighi 
make us think that he was of the same generous and impulsive dispositioi 
as his forefather William Longsword (see above, p. 193). His conduc 
in the external relations of his duchy was far more honourable than that c 
William; but then he had no Hugh of Paris or Herbert of Vermandois t 
lead him astray. For another character of Robert, see below, p. 478, 
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out, the father had already attempted. Robert was in chav. vi. 
will, though not in deed, the first Norman conqueror of 
England.^ In the early part of his reign he had to 
struggle against several revolts in his own dominions. 

We are not directly told what were the grounds of oppo- He sup- 
sition to his government ; but we are at least not surprised rJvoUs .^t 
to hear of revolts against a prince who had attained to 
his sovereignty under circumstances so suspicious. But 
Robert overthrew all his domestic enemies,” and he is at 
least not charged with any special cruelty in the re- 
establishment of his authority. With Britanny he did He reduces 
not remain on the same friendly terms as his father. His 
cousin Alan refused his homage, but he was brought to 
submission.^ In this warfare Neal of Saint-Saviour, who 
had so valiantly beaten off the English in their invasion of 
the Cotentin, appears side by side with a warrior whose 
name of Alfred raises the strongest presumption of his 
English birth. The banishments of the earlier days of 
Cnut will easily account for so rare an event as that of an 
Englishman taking service under a foreign prince.^ But 
it was as the protector of unfortunate princes that Robert 
seems to have been most anxious to appear before the 
world. Baldwin of Flanders, driven from his dominions He rcHtores 
by his rebellious son, was restored by the power of the Glanders. 
Norman Duke.^ A still more exalted suppliant presently 


^ Bishop Guy of Amiens goes a step further, and makes Robert actually 
conquer England; Carmen de Bello, 331 ; 

'‘Normannos proavus [Willelmi sc.] superavit, avusque Britannos; 

Anglorum genitor sub juga colla dedit.” 

^ Archbishop Robert his uncle, William of Belesme (of whose family 
more anon), and Hugh Bishop of Bayeux, who was son of Rudolf of Ivry 
(see above, p. 258), and therefore first cousin to Robert’s father. See Will. 
Gem. vi. 3-5 ; Roman de Rou, 7591 et seqq. 

^ Will. Gem. vi. 8 ; Roman de Rou, 7755 ^ 7 %^* 

* See Appendix 000 . 

^ Will. Gera. vi. 6. The younger Baldwin had married Adela, daughter 
of King Robert and the nominal widow of Duke Richard the Third. 



170 


THE DANISH KINGS IN ENGLAND. 


CHAP. VL 


King 

Ivobert and 
hii) soii«. 


Hugh is 
crowned 
an<l dies 
before him 


Henry 
crowned in 
his father^s 
lifetime. 

Death of 

King 

Kobert. 

Henry 
expelled, 
and re- 


implored his help. His liege lord, Henry, King of the 
French, was driven to claim the support of the mightiest 
of his vassals against foes who were of his own household. 
King Kobert had at first designed the royal succession 
for his eldest son Hugh, whom, according to a custom 
common in France, though unusual in England, he caused 
to be crowned in his lifetime.^ Hugh, a prince whose 
merits, we are told, were such that a party in Italy looked 
to him as a candidate for the Imperial crown, was, after 
some disputes with his father, reconciled to him, and 
died before him. Robert then chose as his successor his 
second son Henry, who was already invested with the 
duchy of Burgundy. Henry was accordingly accepted and 
crowned at Rheiras.-^ But the arrangement displeased 
Queen Constance, who was bent on the promotion of her 
third son Richard. On King Robertas death, Constance 
and Richard expelled Henry, who took refuge with his 
Norman vassal, and was restored by his help, Richard 
being allowed to receive his brothers duchy of Burgundy/ 

‘ Rud. Glaber, iii. 9 (Duchesne, iv. 36). Cf. above, p. 241. 

^ Ib. “ Hujusmodi enim fama ubique provinciarum percitus peroptabatur 
a multis, praecipue ab Italicis, ut sibi imperaret, in Imperium sublimari.” 

If there is any truth in this rumour, the date may be fixed to the year 1022, 
when the Empire was vacant by the death of Henry the First or Second. 

* R. Glaber, iii. 9 (Duchesne, iv. p. 37). 

* Rudolf (iii. 9) seems to know nothing of the Norman intervention, but 
attributes the reconciliation to the mediation of Fulk of Anjou. The 
Norman story is given in Will. Gem. vi. 7; Roman de Ron, 7685-7752. 
See also the Tours Chronicle, ap. Duchesne, iii. 361, and Will. Malms, ii. 
187, But both these writers confound Henry’s brothers in a strange way. 
They say that the eldest brother Odo did not succeed because of his 
incapacity ; “ quia stultus erat ; ” Odo major natu hebes.” Now Robert 
had a son Odo, but he was the fourth in order of birth (“ Odo vero frater 
eorum privatus perraansit.” Chron. ap. Duchesne, iii. 86), and he was 
able (see vol. iii. p. 145) to be put in at least nominal command of an army. 
The Tours writer also makes Constance favour Henry, but both distinctly 
recognize the action of Duke Robert ; “ Henricus regnavit auxilio matris 
et Roberti ducis Normannise.” So William of Malmesbury; “Henricus, 
maxime annitente Roberto Normanno, coronatus est priusquam plane pater 
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The policy of Hugh the Great had indeed won for his cHAP.vr. 
house a mighty protector in the descendant of the 

pirates. Robert. 

1031. 

But there were other banished princes who had a nearer The Eng- 

claim upon Duke Robert than his Flemish neighbour, a 

nearer personal claim than even his lord at Paris. The Nonnandy. 

English JEthelings, his cousins Eadward and iElfred, were 

still at his court, banished from the land of their fathers, 

while the Danish invader filled the throne of their fatliers. 

Their mother had wholly forgotten them ; their uncle 

had made no effort on their behalf; Robert, their cousin, 

was the first kinsman who deemed it any part of liis 

business to assert their right to a crown which seemed to 

have hopelessly passed away from their house. That Contradic- 

Robert did make an attempt to restore them, that the deuce as to 

relations between him and Cnut were unfriendly on other 

grounds, there seems ho reason to doubt. But when we twe« nUnut 
^ . and Robert. 

ask for dates and details, we are at once plunged into every 
kind of confusion and contradiction. The English writers 
are silent; from the German writers we learn next to 
nothing ; the Scandinavian history of this age is still at 
least half mythical ; the Norman writers never held truth 
to be of any moment when the relations of Normandy and 
England were concerned. That Robert provoked Cnut by 
threats or attempts to restore the iEthelings, and also by 
ill-treating and repudiating Cnut’s sister, seem to be facts 
which we may accept in the bare outline, whatever we say 
as to their minuter details. That Cnut retaliated by 
an invasion of Normandy, or that the threat of such an 
invasion had an effect on the conduct of the sovereigns of 
Normandy, are positions which are strongly asserted by 
various authorities. But their stories are accompanied 

exspirasset.’" Even here there is a confusion between Henry’s coronation 
and his restoration by Robert. 
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authorities which are far more trustworthy. In fact, the 
moment we get beyond the range of the sober contem- 
porary Chronicles of our own land, we find ourselves in 
a region in which the mythical and romantic elements 
outweigh the historical and moreover, in whatever comes 
from Norman sources, we have to be on our guard against 
interested invention as well as against honest error. 

Marriages We have seen that Estrith, a sister of Cnut, was married 
with to the Danish Earl Ulf, the brother-in-law of Godwine, 
and Robert. whom she borc the famous Swegen Estrithson, after- 
wards Kins: of the Danes, one of the most renowned 
princes in Danish history. We are told by a crowd of 
authorities that, besides her marriage with Ulf, Estrith 
was married to the Duke of the Normans, that she was 
ill-treated by him in various ways, and was finally sent 
back with ignominy to her brother. Most of the writers 
who tell this story place this marriage before her marriage 
with Ulf, and make the Danish Earl take the divorced 
Supposed wife of the Norman Duke. With this story several writers 
tw^nCnut connect another story of an invasion, or threatened in- 
AndRobert. yasion, of Normandy undertaken by Cnut in order to 
redress his sister’s wrongs. The most popular Danish 
writer even makes Cnut die, in contradiction to all 
authentic history, while besieging Rouen. We read also 
how the Norman Duke fled to Jerusalem or elsewhere for 
fear of the anger of the lord of six Northern kingdoms. 
Details of this kind are plainly mythical ; but they point 
to some real quarrel, to some war, threatened if not actually 
waged, between Cnut and Robert. And chronology, as 
'well as the tone of the legends, shows that the whole of 
these events must be placed quite late in Cnut’s reign. 
Robert The natural inference is that the marriage between Robert 
and Estrith took place, not before Estrith’s marriage 
EBtritb ^ith Ulf, but after UlUs death. The widow was richly 
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endowed ; her brother had atoned for the slaughter of chap. vi. 
her husband by territorial grants which might well have ® 

moved the greed of the Norman. A superior attraction c. 1026. 
nearer his own castle may easily account for Robertas 
neglect of his Scandinavian bride, a bride no doubt many 
years older than the young Count of Hiesmes. Within 
three years after Estrith’s widowhood, Robert became the 
father of him who was preeminently the Bastard.^ 

It seems impossible to doubt that Robert’s intervention Robert’s 
on behalf of his English cousins was connected with these 
events. The reign of Robert coincides with the last seven 
years of the reign of Cnut, so that any intervention of 1028-1035. 
Robert in English affairs must have been in Cnut’s later 
days. Each prince would doubtless seize every opportunity 
of annoying the other ; the tale clearly sets Robert before 
us as the aggressor ; but as to the order of events we are 
left to guess. It would be perfectly natural, in a man 
of Robert’s character, if the repudiation of Estrith was 
accompanied^ or presently followed, by the assertion of the 
claims of the jEthelings to her brother’s crown. The date 
then of the first contemplated Norman invasion of England 
can be fixed only within a few years ; but the story, as we 
read it in the Norman accounts, seems credible enough in 
its general outline.^ The Duke sends an embassy to Cnut, 
demanding, it would seem, the cession of the whole king- 
dom of England to the rightful heir. That Cnut refused 
to surrender his crown is nothing wonderful, though the 
Norman writer seems shocked that the exhortation of the 
Norman ambassadors did not at once bring conviction to 
the mind of the usurper,^ The Duke then, in great wrath, Robert’s 
determines to assert the claims of his kinsmen by force of fui attempt 

^ On these events and on those which follow, see Appendix PPP. 

* See Appendix NNN. 

® Will. Gem. vi. 10. '^Ille salubribus monitis ejus non adquievit, aed 
legates infectis rebus nihil Isetum portantes remisit.” 
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arms. An assembly of the Normans is held, a forerunner 
of the more famous assembly at Lilleboniie, in which the 
invasion of England is determined on. A fleet is made 
ready with all haste, and Duke Hobert and the /Etheling 
Eadward embark at Fecamp. But the wind was con- 
trary ; instead of being carried safely to Pevensey, the fleet 
was carried round the Cotentin and found itself on the 
coast of Jersey.^ All attempts were vain; the historian 
piously adds that they were frustrated by a special Pro- 
vidence, because God had determined that his servant 
Eadward should make his way to the English crown 
without the shedding of blood.^ The Duke accordingly 
gave up his enterprise on behalf of his cousin of England, 
and employed his fleet in a further harrying of the domi- 
nions of his cousin of Britan ny.^'* At last Robert, Arch- 
bishop of Rouen, the common uncle of -Robert and Alan,^ 
reconciled the two princes, and the fleet seems now to have 
sailed to Rouen.^ Thus far we have a story, somewhat 
heightened in its details, but which may be taken as 
evidence that Robert, who had restored the fugitive sove- 
reigns of France and Flanders, really thought of carry- 

^ ** Nimia tempestate acti ad insulam quse Gersus vocatur,” says William 
of Jumifeges. “Gersus” is a singular form for an island which is also 
called Csesarea, but whose last syllable, like that of its neighbours, has a 
very Teutonic sound. Sir F. Palgrave (iii. 1 76) remarks that this is the first 
time that Jersey is spoken of in mediaeval history. Waco (7937) seems to 
have thought that a special description of the position of his native island 
was needed ; 

^^Gersui est prez de Costentin, En mer est devers Occident, 
lik ti Normendie prent fin; A 1 fih de Normendie appent.” 

® Will. Gem. vi. 10. “Quod puto ita factum esse, Deo auctore, pro 
Edwardo rege, quern disponebat in future regnare sine sanguinis effusione.” 
William of Malmesbury is vaguer and more discreet ; “ per occultum 
scilicet Dei judicium, in cujus voluntate sunt potestatea regnorum 
omnium.** 

* Ib. vi. II. * Ib, 

® William of Malmesbury winds up bis story with the singular statement ; 
“ReUiquise ratium, multo tempore dissolutarum, Rotomagi adhuc nostra 
astate visebantur,” 
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in^ on his calling of King-maker beyond the sea. Rohertj chap. vf. 
a thorough knight-errant; doubtless designed the restora- 
tion of his cousin in perfect good faith, and with no more 
intention of any gain to himself than he had shown in the 
restorations of Baldwin and Henry. But if a Norman ProbaWe 
army had once landed in England, it would not have been thel?cc!%s 
so easy to bring it home again as it was to bring home an an 
army which had simply marclied into France or Flanders. 

Cnut, with no Tostig, no Harold Hardrada, to divert him 
from the main danger, and with the force of his other 
kingdoms ready to back him, would most likely have 
speedily crushed the invader. But had it been otherwise, 
one can hardly fancy that the results of the English 
expedition would have been of as little moment as the 
results of the French and the Flemish expedition. In 
France and Flanders Robert had simply turned the scale 
between two princes of the same house. But if a Norman 
army had set one of the sons of iEthclred on the English 
throne, the result would have been something more than a 
mere personal change of sovereign. Had Eadward held 
his crown by virtue of a victory won by Norman troops 
over Cnut’s Danes and Englishmen, the practical aspect 
of such a revolution could have hardly dilfered at all from 
the revolution which did take place under William. The 
prince thus established in his kingdom would have been, 
according to formal pedigrees, the cijne-hlaford, the de- 
scendant of iElfred, Cerdic, and Woden. But half-Norman 
by birth, wholly Norman in feeling, raised to his throne 
by Norman swords, Eadward would have reigned still 
more thoroughly as a Frenchman than he did reign when, 
a few years later, he came to the crown in a more peace- 
able way. The storm, or whatever it was, which kept 
back Duke Robert from his invasion of England, put 
off the chances of a Norman Conquest for nearly forty 


years. 
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The Norman writers wind up their story with an asser- 
tion which is much less credible than their account of the 
expedition itself. Robert, on his return from his Breton 
expedition, was met in tlie very nick of time ^ by ambas- 
sadors from Cnut offering half of the kingdom of England 
to the sons of ^Ethelred. The lord of Northern Europe 
was sick, and felt himself near his end ; he therefore wished 
for peace during the remnant of his days.^ Of course this 
is not to be understood as an offer of an immediate sur- 
render of any part of his dominions. What is meant is 
that Cnut offered to secure peace with Normandy by 
acknowledging Eadward as his successor in the kingdom 
of Wessex. The Norman and the Danish accounts may be 
set one against another. Any number of embassies may 
have passed between the two princes; any amount of 
mutual threatenings may have been exchanged ; but 
Cnut’s fear of Robert and Robert’s fear of Cnut may 
be set aside as equally mythical. The Norman story is 
utterly improbable. Nothing could be more unlikely than 
a disposition made by Cnut in favour of either of his step- 
sons. He could have no personal motive for alienating 
any portion of his dominions from his own children. In 
almost any other case the influence of his wife would 
supply a natural and sufficient motive for such an arrange- 
ment. But all that we hear of Emma leads us to believe 
that her whole heart was set on Ilarthacnut and Gunhild, 
and that she was not at all likely to use her influence on 
behalf of her sons by iEthelred. And had Cnut made any 


^ Will. Gem. vi. 12. '^Quibus ad liquidum sopitis, en, adsunt legati 
Roberto duci a Chunuto rege directi.” 

* Will. Gem. vi. 1 2. ** Pace rata in diebus suis eo quod valida gravaretur 

incommoditate corporali.” So John of Wallingford (550) ; ** Quadam 
molestia tactus Cnuto, et sibi et caussae suae timuit, et sub quotidiana 
formidine discidium et periculum, quod ex parte ilia imminere sensit, 
studuit terminare.” No doubt these writers fancied Cnut, who died at the 
age of forty, to have been quite an old man. Cf. above, p. 254. 
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disposition in favour of Eadward or ^Elfred, it could citAP. vi. 
hardly have failed to leave some trace in English history. 

But among all the disputes which followed on the death of 
Cnut, we hear not a word of the claims of the iEthelings, 
we hear nothing of any single voice raised in their favour.^ 

Still that tale may have been the distortion of something 
which really happened. We must not forget that Hartha- 
enut was Kohert’s cousin no less than Eadward. It may 
he that some announcement or confirmation of Cnut’s 
intentions in his favour* as opposed to tlie succession of 
Harold or Swegen, may have been made by Cnut to the 
Norman Duke. Such an announcement might easily have 
been mistaken by Norman writers, ill-informed about 
English affairs, for a disposition in favour of another son 
of Emma. 

Whatever the relations between Cnut and Robert may Deaths ot' 
have been, the two princes died in the same year.^ When Kobert. 
Cnut made his pilgrimage to Rome, religious motives 
were doubtless the leading cause of his journey. But 
the politic King knew how to make use. of the errand 
which was to profit his soul in order to advance at once 
his own power and credit and the interests of tlie many 
nations over which he ruled. A fit of purer religious 
enthusiasm, a fierce impulse of penitence for past sins, 
carried Robert of Normandy on the more distant pil- 
grimage to Jerusalem.^ On his return he died at the 


‘ It will be seen that I do not look on a single expression of WiUiam of 
Malmesbury (ii. i88) as evidence enough to prove the existence of a pai-ty 
in England in favour of the ^thelings. 

2 Robert died in 1035. Will. Gem. vi. 13. So Florence in anno. The 
Peterborough and Canterbury Chronicles place his death in 1031. 

* See William of Jumifeges, vi. 12, who however does not distinctly 
connect the pilgrimage with the death of his brother. But William of 
Malmesbury says distinctly, “ cujus rei gemens conscientiam.” So the Tours 
Chronicle quoted above (p. 468) j “ Quare . , . nudipes Hierusalem abiit.” 
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.'it Nikaia. 
July 2 , 
1035. 


Cnut dies 
at Shaftes- 
bury. 

November 
*2, 1035. 


Bithynian Nikaia ; some say by the same fate by which 
he was suspected of having made away with his own 
brother.'^ In his lifetime he had begun to rear the noble 
abbey of Cerisy, where, after many changes and mutilations, 
some parts still remain to witness to the severe grandeur 
of the taste of Robert and his age.^ But the bones of 
its founder were not destined to rest among its massive 
pillars or beneath the bold arches which span the width 
of its stately nave. The relics which he had collected 
in the East were borne by his tihamberlain Toustain to 
the sanctuary which he had founded,^ but the great Duke 
of the Normans ^ himself found his last home in the lands 
beyond the Hellespont, beneath the spreading cupolas of 
a Byzantine basilica at Nikaia.^ The Norman thus died 
a stranger and a pilgrim in a land of another tongue 
and another worship. The Dane too ended his days in 
a land which was not his by birth ; but it was in a land 
in which, if he had entered it as a destroyer, he had 
truly reigned as a father. Cnut, Emperor of six kingdoms, 


^ Will. Malms, ii. 1 78. “ Apud Nicseam urbem Bithynije dies implevit, 

veneno, ut fertur, interceptus ; auctore ministro Iladulfo, cognomen to 
Mowino, qui scelus illud spe ducatus animo siio extorserit; sed Nor- 
manniam regressus, re cognita, ab omnibus quasi monstrum exsufflatus, in 
exsilium perpetuum discessit.’* So Roman de Ron, 8372. 

^ Will. Gem. vii. 22. “At Robertus . . , antequam Hieruaalem pergeret, 
monasterium Sancti Vigoiis Ceratii aedificare coepit.” So Roman de Rou, 
7465 et seqq., 8390. On Cerisy, see Neustria Pia, 429. 

^ Roman de Rou, 8391. 

Will. Gem. vii. i. “ Robert! magni duels.*' 

® Ib. vi. 13. “ Sepultus est etiam in basilica sanctae Marise a suis, intra 

moenia Nicenae civitatis.” According to the Chronicle of Saint Wandrille 
(D'Achery, ii. 288) Robert’s burial in this church was a favour the like of 
which had never before been granted to any man. This writer altogether 
casts aside the tale of Robert being poisoned. “ Divino, ut credi fas est, 
judicio decessit, qui jam unus eorum effectus erat, quibus, ut apostolus 
conqueritur, dignus non erat mundus.” Evil counsellors had led him astray 
in youth ; but he repented of his misdeeds — why did he neither marry 
Herleva nor take back Estrith ? — and gradually reached this high degree of 
perfection. 



DEATHS OF ROBERT AND CNUT. 


470 


but in a special manner King of tlie old West-Saxon chap. vi. 
realm, died within the West-Saxon border, at a spot 
hallowed by memories of Alfred, beneath the shadow of 
his minster at Shaftesbury.^ As an English King by 
adoption, if not by birth, he found a grave among the 
English Kings who had gone before him, in the Old 
Minster of his West-Saxon capital. The two rivals, if 
rivals they were, passed from the Western world almost 
at the same moment ; the death of Cnut liappened about 
the time when the death of Robert must have become 
known in England and in Normandy. The dominions 
of both rulers passed away to their spurious or doubtful 
offspring. The son of Ilerleva succeeded in Normandy; 
the supposed son of “the other iElfgifu’’ succeeded in 
England. But if there be a wide difference between the Contrast 
fame of the two fathers, it is far more than overbalanced theh^^sic- 
by the difference between the fame of their sons. A 
reign of a few obscure yeai'S of crime and confusion forms 
the sole memory of the Bastard of Northampton, while 
the world has ever since rung, and while it lasts it can 
hardly ever fail to ring, with the mighty name of the 
Bastard of Falaise. 


§ 3. The Heign of Harold the So 7 i of Cnut. 1035-1040. 

The good fortune of Cnut had raised him up an Empire Extent of 
in Northern Europe to which there was no parallel before Enlpire. 
or after him. Setting aside descriptions of his power 
which are manifestly gross exaggerations, he united the 
kingdom of England and its dependencies with the king- 
doms of Denmark and Norway. As to his intentions 


* The death of Cnut at Shaftesbury is asserted by all the Chronicles and 
Florence in anno, and by William of Malmesbury, ii. 187. On Saxo’s wild 
fable about his death, see Appendix PPP. 
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CHAP. vr. with regard to the disposition of these vast dominions 
after his death our information is unfortunately most 
Compari- meagre. It seems clear that, like Charles the Great; he 
t^en the designed a partition among liis children ; it is not clear 
whether, like Charles, he designed to keep up any kind 
ofCnut of connexion among his various kingdoms, by the in- 
Charles. vestiture of one among his sons with any Imperial supe- 
riority over the others.^ Like Charles, he had established 


his sons as kings during his lifetime in his subordinate 
Englatul kingdoms. I say subordinate kingdoms, because nothing 

tiliG 

ofCnut’a can be plainer than that, in Cnut’s eyes, Denmark and 
Empire. Norway were little more than dependencies of England. 
The Scan- England was the seat of his own dominion, while the 
States Scandinavian kingdoms were entrusted to viceroys or 
Under-kings. Swegen, with his mother ^Ifgifu, had 
kings. reigned in Norway; Denmark, it would seem, had been 
placed at one time under Harold and at another under 
Harthacnut, In both countries w^e see signs of disaffection 
towards Cnut’s government, while we see none such in 


England. The rule of Swegen and his mother is said to 
have been highly oppressive in Norway. In Denmark wc 
even hear of an attempt, headed by Earl Ulf and said to 
be favoured by Queen Emma, to displace Cnut in favour of 
Harthacnut. The reason assigned is the preference shown 
Impossi- by Cnut to England and Englishmen. If then Cnut had 
retaming ^^7 ^^ca of permanently annexing his Scandinaviar 
nexioT possessions to his English Empire, any idea, in short, o 
between reducing Denmark and Norway to the condition of Wale 
and Scan- ^^^d Scotland, such schemes had very little chance of an 
dinavia. lasting success. Wales and Scotland were part of the *sam 
island with England, yet to keep them in any lasting sul 
jection was always hard; to keep countries so remote i 
Ephemeral Denmark and Norway was hopelessly impossible. Empir 
such Em- those of Alexander, Charles, and Cnut are in their ov 


^ On the division of Cnut’s dominions at his death, see Appendix QQ( 
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nature ephemeral. The process of their formation may, as chap.vi. 
in the cases of Alexander and Charles, leave results behind 

general. 

it which affect the whole later history of the world ; 
but the Empires themselves are ephemeral. As united 
dominions, swayed by a single will, they last only as 
long as there is an Alexander or a Charles at their head ; 
they fall to pieces as soon as the sceptre of the great 
conqueror passes into weaker hands. So it was with the 
Anglo-Scandinavian Empire of the great Cnut. With 
our scanty knowledge, we cannot j)ositivcly either assert 
or deny that he dreamed of preserving any kind of union 
among his vast and widely severed dominions. Tf he did Cnnt'>4 
entertain such thoughts, his designs were scattered to cSeiloiit. 
the winds immediately upon his own death. Wlien he 
died, Swegen was in possession of Norway, and Ilarthacnut 
in possession of Denmark. It appears that England also 
was designed for the son of Emma, Cnut’s specially royal 
offspring, the one son who was the child of a crowned 
King and his Lady. What provision, if any, was made 
for Harold by his father’s last dispositions does not a})pear. 

But things turned out far otherwise than Cnut had 
intended. Swegen was almost immediately driven out 8wogen 
of Norway, and Magnus, the son of Saint Olaf, was re- 
ceived as King. In Denmark Ilarthacnut kept possession, 
though the aspect of Magnus was threatening. In Eng- 
land, as usual, all attempts to influence the free choice 
of the Witan before the vacancy came > to nothing. If 
Cnut tried to do more than exercise that vague power 
of recommending a successor which the law vested in him, 
his bequest went for as little as the older bequest of 
iEthelwulf had gone,^ 

The events which immediately followed the death of State of 
Cnut are told with much contradiction and confusion ; oiTthT 
but, by closely attending to the most trustworthy authori- 
* See above, p. 109. 

I i 
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CHAP. VI, ties, it is not very hard to make out tlie general order 
The West- of events.^ It appears that the will of the late King 
Hartha-^^^ in favour of Harthacnut was upheld by the West- 
Saxons with Godwine their Earl at their head. That 


the English were divided, some being for Harthacnut 
and some for one of the sons of -^thelred, is a statement 
which seems hardly to rest on sufficient authority.^ On 
the other hand, Harold, the supposed son of Cnut and 
of jElfgifu of Northampton, also appeared as a candidate. 
Northum- He seems to have been supported by Earl Leofric of 

hcrlciiicl 

Mercia, and Mercia, by the great body of the thegns north of the 
HaroM Thames, and by the “ lithsmen,’’ the sea-faring folk, of 
London. It would even seem that he ventured on a 
daring act, whether we call it an act of sovereignty or 
Harold of violence, before the election was held. He sent to 

Emma. Winchester and despoiled the Lady iElfgifu-Emma of 

the treasures which had been left her by Cnut.^ Person- 
ally, as the event proved, both candidates were equally 
worthless; but each had strong political motives on his 
side, and it is clear that men’s passions were deeply 
stirred by the struggle. As far as we can see, Harold 
was the candidate of the North, Harthacnut of the South ; 
Harold was the candidate of the Danes, Harthacnut of 
Apparent the English. At first sight this division of parties 

the two seems exactly opposite to what might have been expected, 

parties. 

* On the disputed election between Harold and Harthacnut, see Appendix 
BRE. 

* See above, p. 477, and Appendix ERR. 

® The accounts in the Abingdon and Worcester Chronicles, the only 
copies which mention the seizure, would seem to imply that it took place 
while Harold was stiU only a candidate for the Crown. Florence (in anno) 
indeed says, ** Is tamen, adepta regia dignitate, misit Wintoniam sues con- 
stipatores celerrime, et gazarum opumque quas rex Canutus Algivse reli- 
querat reginae majorem melioremque partem ademit illi tyrannice.” So 
Roger of Wendover, i. 473. But Harold could hardly have ventured on 
this after the peaceful division of the kingdom, and this business is quite 
different from Harold’s expulsion of Emma in 1037, though it is confounded 
with it by Roger. 
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Ilarthacnut, the son of a Danish father and a Norman chap. vi. 
mother, had not a drop of English blood in his veins. 

Harold, if he was what he professed to be, the son of 
Cnut by the other ^Ifgifu, was English at least by the 
mother^s side ; if he was what scandal asserted him to 
be, the son of a shoemaker by some nameless mother^ 
he was doubtless English on both sides. The election 
of Harthacnut involved the continuation of the connexion 


with Denmark; the election of Harold would again make 
England an independent and isolated kingdom. Yet 
English feeling lay with Harthacnut, Danish feeling lay 
with Harold, The explanation is probably to be found Attach- 
in the personal position of Cnut towards his West-Saxon the West- 
subjects. He had lived more habitually among them 


than among the people of any other part of his dominions ; as the 
the greatest of living Englishmen had been his minister and Cnut. 


representative; he had in every way made Wessex his 


home^ and Wessex had flourished under his government 
as it had never flourished before. It was no wonder 


then if the wishes of Cnut with regard to the succession 
or to anything else were looked on by the West-Saxon 
people as a sacred law. Harthacnut too, if not the de- 
scendant of their ancient rulers, was at least a kingly 
bairn, the son of a crowned King and his Lady. Who 
was Harold the bastard, whose parents no one knew 
for certain, that he should rule over them? If Ilartha- 
enut was at this moment in Denmark, his earliest days 
had been spent in England, while we have seen reason 
to believe that the earliest days of Harold had been spent in 
Denmark. The continued connexion with Denmark which Aspect of 
was implied in the choice of Harthacnut might even nexionwith 
appear to patriotic Englishmen as an argument in favour 
of the Danish King.’^ In the later days of Cnut the 


^ I believe there were people who, on the accession of the present Queen, 
regretted the separation between England and Hannover, 

I i Of 
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CHAP. VI. connexion with Denmark had taken a form which must 
have been distinctly gratifying to English, and above 
all to West-Saxon, national feeling. The lord of all 
Northern Europe had worn his Imperial crown in the 
old West-Saxon capital; he had thence sent forth his 
earls and his sons to govern his dependent realms of 
Denmark and Norway. As it had been in the days of 
Cnut, so men deemed that it would be in the days of 
Harthaenut. Denmark, like Mercia or Northumberland, 
would be only another earldom whence homage, and 
perhaps tribute, would be paid to the Imperial court 
and the Imperial treasure-house at Winchester. The 
sons of ^thelred were strangers ; no man in England 
had seen them since their childhood; their claims had 
been made the pretext for a threatened foreign invasion ; 
no sentiment attaching to their remoter ancestry could 
at all counterbalance the sentiment which attached to 
^ the undoubted, the royal, the chosen, son of the King 
who had given England eighteen years of peace, pros- 
perity, and foreign dominion. West-Saxon feeling there- 
fore took the shape of loyalty to the undoubted son of 
the late King, of obedience to his declared wishes as to 
the succession. Earl Godwine and all the men of his 
earldom were for Harthaenut. 


Motives in On the other hand, it is not hard to see how Harold 

Harold^^ might appeal to a very intelligible line of feeling in the 

^ongthe xninds of the Danish and half-Danish inhabitants of 

Danes and ... 

Northern Northern England. His bastardy would in their eyes be 

English. objection. Whether we look on his mother as a mere 
concubine or as bound to Cnut by an irregular or un- 
canonical marriage, her children would, according to 
Danish notions, be as fit to reign as the children of the 
Norman Lady. Indeed a powerful vein of Northumbrian 
sentiment might not unnaturally attach to the grandson 
of the murdered Earl iElfhelm. Harold’s election might 
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seem to be the overthrow of the West-Saxon dominion over chap. vi. 
Danes and Angles ; a day might seem to be coming in 
which Winchester would have to bow to York. And if 
the son of ^Ifgifu thus had a local connexion with North- 
humberland, he had also a local connexion with Mercia, 
Whether by birth^ by residence, or by maternal descent, 
the daughter of ^ If helm was in some way iElfgifu of 
Northampton, and her son might call on Mercian local 
feeling to support the claims of a countryman. Again, 
if Harold, after having been designed for the crown of 
Denmark and brought up in Denmark as a future Danish 
King, had been deprived by his father’s later arrangements 
of any share in either England or Denmark, Danish and 
Northumbrian feelings would centre round him still more 
strongly. He would become the embodiment of any 
jealousies which had been called forth by Cnut’s open 
preference of England to Denmark, by his preference of 
the Saxon part of England to the Anglian and Danish 
lands. It was better to have a King who should reign 
over England without Denmark, better to have a King 
who should reign over Northumberland and Mercia with- 
out Wessex, than for a West-Saxon King, of whatever 
ancestry, to hold both Northumberland and Denmark as 
dependencies. The old provincial feelings, often con- 
cealed hut never com^detely stifled, ever ready to break out 
on any strong provocation, now broke out in their fulness. 

The Danish provinces sided with Harold. And with them 
we find a new element, the lithsmen,” the nautic mul- 
titude of London. The great city still kept her voice in Danish 
the election of Kings, but that voice would almost seem in^Londo^ 
to have been handed over to a new class among her 
population. We hear now, not of the citizens, but of the 
sea-faring men.^ Every invasion, every foreign settlement 
of any kind within the kingdom, has in every age added 
* See Appendix RBR. 
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Oxford . 
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1035 ? 


Godwine 
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the claims 
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a new element to the population of London. As a Nor- 
man colony settled in London later in the century, so a 
Danish colony settled there now. Some accounts tell us, 
doubtless with g*roat exag-g’eration, that London had now 
almost become a Danish city.^ But it is certain that the 
Danish element in the city was numerous and powerful, 
and that its voice strong^ly helped to swell the cry in 
favour of Harold. Northumberland, Mercia, and London 
thus demanded that the son of A^lf^ifu of Northampton 
should, if possible, be King- over all England ; in the worst 
case they would have him, like Eadgar and like Cnut^ for 
King over all Northumberland and Mercia. 

There was perhaps no country except England in which 
such a question could have been settled in that age other- 
wise than at the cost of a civil war. But the firmly rooted 
principles of English law, the habit of constant meeting 
and discussion, had already produced some germs of the 
feeling to .which the great English historian of Greece has 
given the name of ‘‘ constitutional morality.’’ ^ The con- 
troversy was a sharp one ; but it was decided, not on the 
field of battle, but in the debates of the Witenagemot. 
The usual midwinter meeting may., or may not, have been 
forestalled by a few weeks ; certain it is that, soon after 
the death of Cnut, the Witan of all England met in full 
Gemot at Oxford. That town was, no doubt, on this as 
on other occasions^ recommended for the purpose by its 
position on the frontiers of the two great divisions of 
the kingdom. The national council proceeded to debate 
the claims of the two candidates. The great Earl of the 
West- Saxons^ supported by the whole force of his earldom, 
strove to play the same part which Dunstan had played in 


^ Will. Malms, ii. l88. ** Elegerunt eum [Haroldum] Dani et Eondoniaa 

cives, qui jam pene in barbarorum mores propter frequeutem convictum 
transierant.** 

* Grote’s Hist, of Greece, iv. 205. 
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the last recorded debate of the kind in a full and free chap. vi. 
Assembly of the Wise.^ His eloquent tongue set forth 
the claims of Harthacnut, the candidate recommended 
alike by undoubted kingly birth and by the wishes of the 
glorious sovereign whom they had lost. But this time the 
charmer charmed in vain. All that Godvvine could gain 
for the son of the Lady was a portion of his fither’s 
kingdom. The proposal of a division seems to have come The divi- 
from Leofric^ now Earl over all Mercia," wdio on all occa- 
sions appears as a mediator between tlie extreme parties f 1’^'" 

^ ^ poscil by 

of the North and the South. To this course he was Leofrio, 


prompted alike by his personal temper and by the geo- 
graphical position of his eaiddom. Godwine and his party 
withstood for a while even this proposal ; but tlio majority 
was against them ; the assembly decreed the division of and voted 
England between the two candidates.-^ Once more, but assembly, 
now for the last time in English history, the land had two 
acknowledged Kings. Harold reigned to the noith of the TTartlia- 
Thames and Harthacnut to the south. We are not dis- h" vvclssex^ 
tinctly told whetlier the two Kings were to be perfectly 
independent of each other, or whetheib as in the case of north of 
Cnut and Eadmund, any Imperial supremacy was reserved 
to either of the half-brothers.^ But several indications seem seemingly 
to show that such a supremacy was reserved to Harold, 
and this supposition may perhaps help to explain some of 
the dilReulties in the narrative which follows. Nor are we 


told of any stipulations as to the succession. It would 
follow, almost as a matter of course, that, if either of the 
brothers died childless, the survivor would be elected to 


his share of the kingdom. According to one account. Rumoured 

Archbishop iEthelnoth, the friend of Cnut, still refused to Ard> 

consecrate Harold as King. He placed the crown and 

sceptre on the altar ; Harold might seize them if he dared; to crown 
^ Harold, 

1 See p. 165. * See p. 418 and Appendix CCC. 

» See Appendix ERE. ‘ bee p. 39(1 and Appendix WW. 
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CHAP. Ti. but while a son of Emma lived, he, /Ethelnotli^ would 
crown no King but a son of Emma, and every Bishop of 
his province was equally forbidden to perform the rite. 
If this tale be true, it was an assertion of independence on 
the part of the ecclesiastical power for which we might in 
vain seek a parallel in the English history of those times. 
iEthelnoth, as a member of the Gemot, might give his 
vote for whichever candidate he thought good ; but when 
the election was once made, he had clearly no right as 
Archbishop to refuse to consecrate the King chosen by the 
majority. But the tale is most likely a fiction. There seems 
to be little doubt that Harold was regularly crowned at 
Oxford by iEthelnoth, either now or after his later election 
to the whole kingdom.^ But, if the tale be true, and if it 
belongs to this time, it plainly implies the Imperial supre- 
macy of Harold. With a mere King of the Mercians and 
Northumbrians, whether an Under-king or an altogether 
independent sovereign, the Archbishop of Canterbury, a 
West- Saxon subject, could have nothing to do. 

Hartha- The kingdom was thus divided. The King-elect of the 
iiminsln Wcst-Saxons was in no hurry — the affairs of his Northern 
Denmark, j^ingdom did not allow him to be in a hurry — to take 
personal possession of the fragment of a realm which was 

Kegency all that Godwine had been able to keep for him. Emma 

of Emma . i i i i p 

and God- appears to have been invested with a kind of regency in 

WeBsex. name^ while Godwine still held his office as 

1035-1037. Earl, and with it the administration of the West-Saxon 

kingdom. It is specially mentioned that Harthacnuf’s 

housecarls remained- with Emma. ^ The housecarls of 

Harthacnut had doubtless been the housecarls of Cnut ; 

their loyalty was personal to their master, and it would 

naturally pass to his widow and her son. But that their 

presence was allowed in the West-Saxon \ingdom and 

capital under the administration of Godwine clearly shows 

^ See Appendix BRK. * Ib. 
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that they had not been employed during the late reign as chap. vi. 
instruments of oppression, and that they were not looked 
on with any general hatred by the people at large. 

It was in the course of the next year that an event 
happened of which advantage has ever since been taken by 
hostile tongues and pens to stain the character of the great 
Earl of the West-Saxons with a charge of the blackest 
treachery. But even in the period on which we are now 
entering, a period in wliich we have at every step to 
weigh the conflicting statements of national and political 
partizanship, there is no event as to which the various 
versions of the tale are more utterly at variance witli each 
other. The story is told with every conceivable variety of 
time, })lace, and person, and even our earliest and best 
authorities contain statements which cannot be reconciled 
with one another. Thus much seems certain ; first, that, Attempt 
about this time, one or both of the sons of iEthelred and of 
Emma made an attempt to recover their father’s kingdom ; 
secondly, that iElfred, the younger of the two iEthelings, 
fell into the power of Harold and was cruelly put to death ; 
thirdly, that Godwinc was suspected of being an accom- 
plice. But beyond tliis, there is hardly a detail of tlie Conflicting 
story which can be asserted with any confidence.^ The th^ntory! 
first point, that the attempt, whatever was its nature, took 
place soon after the death of Cnut and the first election 
of Harold, is placed beyond all doubt by the complete 
agreement of the best authorities. But very respectable 
secondary authorities have altogether misplaced the date^ 
and they have thus given occasion for a lower class of 
compilers to load the story with endless mythical and 
calumnious details. According to the Norman account, Norman 
both the jEthelings had a share in the attempt. As soon 

^ On the whole story apd the various shapes which it takes, see 
Appendix SSS. 
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CHAP. VI. as the death of Cnut was known in Normandy, Eadward 
Ib^ set sail with forty ships and landed at Southampton. But 
Eadward. the English, whether for love or for fear ^ of their Danish 
King Harold, met them as enemies. Eadward fought a 
battle and defeated the English with great slaughter. 
But, reflecting how great was the strength of England 
and how small was the force which he had brought with 
him, he presently sailed away, taking with him great 
plunder. Soon after Eadward^s return, iElfred set sail 
from Wissant- and landed at Dover. As he went onwards 
into the country, Godwine met him, received him friendly, 
and seemingly did homage to him.^ The Earl and the 
yEtheling supped together, and talked over their plans. 
But in the night Godwine seized iElfred, tied his hands 
behind his back, and thus sent him and some of his com- 
panions to London to King Harold. Others he put in 
prison, others he embo welled.^ Among those who were 
sent to London, Harold caused iElfred’s chief companions 
to be beheaded, and the yEtheling himself to be blinded. 
In that state he was sent to Ely, naked and with his legs 
tied under his horse’s belly. He had not been long at 


' Will. Piet. 37 ' *‘Heral<lum Angli deserere nokbant, vel (quod est 
credibiliiis) non audebant, metuentes affore Danos ad protectionem give 
citatam ullionein eju.s.” So Roman de Ron, 9783 ; 

“ Mais li EngUiz, ki bien gaveient Ne en la terre retenir. 

Ke li frere venir debveient, Herout li fdg Kenut dotoent, 

IS eg’ voudrentmie recoillir U poet cel estre k’il I’amoent.” 

^ “Porlus Iciiia,” Will. Piet. “ Wincant,” Wace. “Portug Wissanti,” 
Will. Gem. Since Dr. ‘Guegt’s exposition of the matter, it ig hardly 
neceggary to gay that “ Porting Itiug” or “Iciug” is not Boulogne, still less 
Walcheren, 

® Will, Piet. 38. “Officium suum benigne promisit, oscula dans ad 
fidem ac dextram.” 

* “ Evisceratos,” Bromton (X Scriptt. 935) describes the process; 
“Quidam namque dicunt quod, primordiis viscerum ejus umbilico aperto 
extractis et ad stipitem ligatis, ipsum tantis vicibus stiraulis ferreis 
circumduxerunt, donee novissima viscerum extrahebantur ; et gic proditione 
Godwin! apud Ely mortuus est Alfredus.” 
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ily when he died^ as the weapon with which his eyes had chap. vr. 
been cut out had wounded the brain. ^ 

In this Norman version the coming of Alfred is simply In this 
part of a Norman invasion. Eadward had come with a comin*<i 
force large enough to fight a battle; .Alfred’s force^ hostile, 
are told^ was still larger.**^ The oldest Englisli version^ VenUm m 
which it must not be forgotten takes the form of a ballad, %^ron/rlcs. 
knows nothing of any warlike expedition, and speaks of 
TElfred only. According to this account, .^Elfred came to yElfred’s 
England, whence or under what circumstances we arc not 
told, and wished to go to his motlier at Wineliester. In 
this purpose he was hindered by men who were po\verful 
at the time, and who unjustly favoured Harold. In one 
version these men are nameless ; in another God wine is 
named as their chief.'^ Then the yEtheling and his com- 
panions are seized ; some ai*e killed outright, some are put 
in bonds, some sold as slaves, othei's blinded or put to 
various tortures and horrible deaths."^ No worse deed had 
ever been done since the Danes came into the land.^ All 
this was done, according to one version, by God wine, 
according to the other, by Harold. The Ailtheling still 
lived ; so he was taken to Ely in a shi]), blinded while 
still on board, given thus blinded to the monks, with 


^ “ Cui dum oculi effoderentur, cidtro ceruLrum violavit imicro.” Will. 
Piet. So the Ely History, edited by Stewart, p, 209, where the narrative 
is made up from Florence and William of Poitiers. The I^ly History iu 
Gale (ii. 52. p. 508) follows Florence only. 

^ Eadward, as we have seen, had forty ships ; Alfred came '*accuratiuM 
quam frater antca advensus vim pra^paratus.” So the Roman de Rou 
(9806) speaks of his ** grant navie.’* 

^ See Appendix SSS. 

* Some were scalped ; ^^noimullos cute capitis abstracta cruciavit.’* 

5 “ Ne Wear'S dreorlicre died Sy)?han Dene comon, 

Gedon on ])i8on earde; And her friS namon.” 

The Chronicler's way of reckoning is changed since the days of Brunaiiburh, 
when the fight was the greatest ever fought 

‘^S]J)))an eastan hider Up becoman 

Engle and Seaxe Ofer bradbriinu,’* (See. 
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p. VI. whom he lived till he died soon after, and then was buried 
honourably in the minster.^ 

There is yet quite another version, that of the special 
panegyrist of Emma^ according to whom, it must be re- 
membered, Eadward and Alfred are not sons of ^thelred, 
but younger sons of Cnut and Emma, sent over to Nor- 
nold mandy for education.^ Harold, anxious to destroy his 
feTfrom half-brothers, forges a letter to them in the name of their 
mother. She tells them that she is Lady only in name ; 
’:thernigs. Harold has usurped the kingdom and is daily strength- 
ening himself ; he is winning over the chief men by gifts, 
threats, and prayers. Yet the feeling of the nation is still 
in their favour rather than in that of Harold. Let one of 
her sons come over to her quickly and secretly; she can 
then consult with him what is to be done.^ The /Ethellngs 
fell into the snare ; Alfred, the younger of the brothers, 
went with a few comrades into Flanders ; there he stayed 
a short time with the Marquess Baldwin, and increased his 
company by some adventurers from Boulogne.^ He then 
set sail, and came near to some point of the English coast 
which is not further described. But, as the inhabitants 
came down to the shore with evidently hostile intentions, 
he changed his course to another point equally undeter- 
mined. There he landed, and tried to go to his mother ; 
on the way he was met by Godwine, who swore oaths to 


^ ** At the west end, near the steeple, in the south poriice.'* This makes 
one think that the present arrangements of the west front of Ely reproduce 
something far earlier. 

* See Appendix BBB. 

® The letter is given at length in the Encomium Emmse, iii. 3. The 
letter is confessedly a forgery of Harold ; it may very likely bo a pure 
invention of the Encomiast ; still anything professing to be a private letter, 
as distinguished from a legal document, is a curiosity at this stage of English 
history. 

* “ Bononiensium paucos.” I need hardly say that Wissant is in the county 
of Boulogne, and that the county of Boulc^e comes within the limits of 
Flanders in the wider sense of the word. 
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him and became his man.^ By the Earl’s advice he turned chap. vi. 
aside from London,^ and lodged at Guildford. There 

. , ^ i*eceived 

Godwine quartered Alfred’s comrades in different houses by God- 
in the town, leaving* a few only to attend on the -dStheling 
himself. He feasted iEJfred and his companions, and 
withdrew to his own house, evidently in or near Guildford, 
promising to return in the morning to do his due service 
to his lord.*^ But in the nicfht the emissaries of Harold but .seized 
suddenly appeared in the town, seized the comrades of of 
yElfred, and sold, slew, or tortured them according to the 
usual story. The iKtheling was taken to Mly; there he 
was first mocked by the soldiers, then loaded with heavy 
fetters, brought before some kind of tribunal, and, by its 
sentence, blinded and finally put to death. Tlie monks 
of Ely took his body and buried it, and mira(*les were of 
course wrought at his tomb. 

Tliese are the main versions of the tale, the details of EHtimate 
which, as well as some other accounts, I shall discuss else- dciuv.^'^^ 
where. Now when we come to compare them with one 
another, what is the judgement to which we ought to 
come? That Alfred landed, that ho and liis comrades 
were cruelly put to death, there can be no doubt ; but had 
Godwine any share in the deed? Before we examine the 
evidence, we must first try and understand what the real 

* Enc. Emm. iii. 4. “ Illi come.s Godwimis eat obviim factun^ et eiim in 

sua suscepit fide, ejiis<iue fit mox miles cum sacramenti affirmatione.” 

2 “ Devians eum a Londonia.” This writer seems not to know that 
Emma was at Wincliester. 

^ ‘‘ Mane rediturus,” says the Encomiast, “ ut domino suo serviret cum 
debita honorificontia.” 

* Enc. Emm. iii. 6. “ A milite primum irrisus est iniquissimo ; deinde 

contemptibiliores eliguntur, uthorum ab insania flendus juvenis dijudicetur. 

Qui, jiidices constituti, dccreverunt,” &c. We are here on the dangerous 
ground of martyrology, and we must be on our guard againstthe evident 
wish, shown in all such cases, to make the sufferings of .<Elfred follow the 
pattern of the sufferings of Christ. Possibly too, in the language about 
these judges, whoever they were, we may discern an allusion to Saini PauPs 
precept, i Cor. vi. 4. 
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state of the case was. The unhappy fate of jElfred caused 
him, according to the universal English instinct, to be 
looked on as a martyr; his tale became a piece of 
hagiology, to which, as to other pieces of hagiology, 
ordinary ways of thinking were not to be applied. This 
way of looking at the matter began very early; but, in 
order really to get to the bottom of the question, we must 
try and understand how things must have looked at the 
moment of iElfred’s landing. 

First of all, whatever was the crime either of God wine 
or of Harold, we must remember that, in any case, it was 
not the kind of crime which the exaggerated language 
of some of our narratives would lead us to think. God- 
wine might be a traitor in the sense of one who betrays 
any fellow-creature to his ruin; on the worst showing, 
he was not a traitor in the sense of one wlio betrays or 
rebels against his lawful sovereign. yElfred was not, as 
the legends of his martyrdom might seem to imply, a 
lawful King driven from his throne, Harold was not an 
usurper, keeping the lawful heir out of his lawful pos- 
session. Godwine was not a rebel, conspiring to betray 
a prince to whom his allegiance was lawfully due. Ac- 
cording to any version of the story, jElfred appeared in 
England as the enemy of a settled government, established 
by a regular vote of the legislature. As such it was the 
part and duty of the King, of the Earl, and of the whole 
people, to resist him. He was a pretender to the crown 
entering the kingdom at the head of a foreign force, 
whether great or small. There has never been any time 
or place in which such a pretender would not have been 
at once arrested ; there have been few times and places 
in which such a pretender would not have been speedily 
put to death. Against the arrest of iElfred not a word 
can be said in any age ; his execution was perhaps more 
deeply offensive to the public feeling of the eleventh 
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century, a time when the shedding of blood by the sen- chap. vi. 

tence of law was singularly rare/ than it would have been 

to the public feeling of the fifteenth or the sixteenth 

century. The real question is whether either the arrest or 

the execution was accompanied with any circumstances of 

treachery or needless cruelty. The sons of yEthelred were -Alfred’s 

very much in the position of the elder and younger Prc- i^^^logous 

tenders in the reigns of George the First and Second. 

In both cases the power which had a right to dispose of ►"’thwart 

Pieten- 

the crown had disposed of it, and had not disposed of it in ders. 
their favour. Now no man could have blamed any officer, 
civil or military, in the service of King George, for arrest- 
ing either James or Charles Edward Stewart, In so doing 
he would simply have been doing his duty to his King 
and country. If either Pretender had been arrested, his 
execution would doubtless have been a very harsh measure ; 
but it would have been a perfectly legal measure ; he was 
attainted, and he might have been as regularly executed 
as Monmouth was. Nay, the letter of the law, as the law 
stood till the reign of George tlie Third, as it was actually 
enforced as late as the reign. of Charles the Second, would 
have condemned the pretended Prince of Wales to in- 
dignities and torments quite as cruel as any that Harold 
Ilarefoot inflicted on the iEtheling and his companions.’^ 

To have put James or Charles Stewart to death in the 
horrible form which the law decreed for the traitor would 
doubtless have called forth as fierce a storm of righteous 
indignation as was called forth by the death of the 
iEtheling Alfred. Still the act would have been legal ; 
it might have inflicted undying shame on the King and 
his counsellors who ordered it, but it would have been no 

^ Our history gives us several examples of murders, and of murders left 
unpunished. But of legal executions for political offences we never hear, 
except during the proscription in the early days of Cnut. 

* Cf. Baron Maseres' note on the Encomium, p. 31. 
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or the executioner. So it was with the case of iElfred. 
According to one account^ first Eadward and then ^Elfred 
entered the land at the head of a foreign army; they tried, 
in short, to repeat the exploit of Cnut, to forestall the 
exploit of William. In banished men, eager for a re- 
storation to their country on any terms, such conduct 
may admit of many excuses. Still, on the face of it, they 
put themselves in the position of open enemies of their 
country. If Eadward really landed at the head of a 
Norman army, if he really fought a battle against an 
English force at Southampton, those who withstood him 
were as plainly doing their simple duty as the men who 
fought at IMaldon or on Senlac. Even if we reject this 
version^ if we believe that /Elfred entered the country^ not 
with an army but with a mere escort of strangers^ still 
he was coming, seemingly without any invitation from any 
party in the country, to disturb a settlement which the 
legislature of the kingdom had established, and which 
he was not likely to upset except by force of arms. Men 
who run such desperate risks must take the consequences. 
The real If Godwine, as a military commander, fought against 
aHo G^- Eadward, if, as a civil magistrate, he arrested iElfred, he 
Was he simply did his duty and nothing else. The only question 
guilty of would be, as I before put it, Was there any treachery or 

treacliery ^ . 

or needlesa needless cruelty in the matter ? Now cruelty is perhaps 
cruelty . charges that which most needs to be looked at with 

reference to the habits and feelings of the age. What one 
age looks on as mildness another age looks on as barbarity. 
But it is clear that the cruelties which were wrought by 
Harold on his captives deeply revolted the public opinion 
of the time in which he lived. As for deliberate treachery, 
that is a crime in all ages alike. If then we set aside 
accusations which rest on mere misconception of the case, 
the question remains whether the evidence is enough 



REAL POSITION OF GODWINE. 

to convict Godwine eitlier of personal treachery towards 
the j^theling* or of any share in the savage cruelties of 
Harold. 

Now in reading any version of the story one great 
difSciilty at once presents itself. Godwine is always 
described as acting a part which, in his real position at 
the time^ he cannot have acted. Not one of the versions 
of the tale takes any notice of the division of the kingdom. 
They all seem to look on Harold as sole King and to look 
on Godwine as his minister, or at least as his subject. 
Yet we know that, at this time, Godwine was neither 
Harold’s minister nor Harold’s subject. Ilarthacnut was 
still the acknowledged King, at all events King-elect, of 
the West-Saxons; Emma was still sitting at Winchester 
as regent in his name ; Godwine, who had secured for 
them this remnant of dominion, was the chief minister and 
general of the Lady and her son. If Godwine acted in 
any way in the interest of Harold, it could only have been 
because Harold was, as I suggested above, tlie superior 
lord of his own sovereign — because the invasion, or attempt 
of whatever kind, made by the ii^thelings threatened not 
only the rights of the King of the West-Saxons, but also 
the rights of the Emperor of Eritain. This is certainly 
possible, but it is rather straining a point ; nothing of the 
sort is at all implied in the language of any of the writers 
who tell the tale. They all, even the best informed, seem 
to know nothing of the kingship of Ilarthacnut and the 
regency of Emma. This seeming ignorance of writers, 
some of them contemporary, on such a point shows in the 
most remarkable way how soon and how completely the first 
ephemeral reign of Harthaenut was forgotten. But their 
forgetfulness certainly goes a good way to lessen the trust- 
worthiness of their own tale. In fact the story as it stands 
cannot be made to agree with the known facts of the 
history. Godwine cannot have played the part attributed 

K k 
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to him hy his enemies while the arrangement decreed by 
the Witenagemot of Oxford was still in force. But the 
historical character of that arrangement is undoubted. 
That the kingdom really was divided, that Godwinc really 
was at this time not the minister of Harold but the 
minister of Harthacnut, are facts which cannot be gain- 
sayed. The details of the story of H^lfred cannot have 
happened in the manner and at the time in which they 
are said to* have happened. It was perhaps a feeling of 
this inconsistency which led several later writers to shift 
the story to a later time, to the time immediately fol- 
lowing the death, not of Cnut, but of either Harold or 
Harthacnut. But the part played by Harold is the most 
essential part of the story; the tale cannot be fitted in 
to a later time except by a complete change of its circum- 
stances. Altogether I think it must be allowed that the 
direct evidence brought to implicate Godwinc in any 
guilty share in the business altogether breaks down. 

On the other hand, we have to explain the fact that 
Godwine was suspected, that the suspicion arose early and 
prevailed extensively, and that it was not confined to 
Godwine’s foreign enemies and slanderers. Godwine in- 
deed was not the only person who was suspected. One 
tale or legend accused Emma herself ; another laid the guilt 
to the charge of Lyfing, Bishop of Devonshire, a prelate 
who often appears as a powerful supporter of Godwine’s 
policy; in another version, if Godwine was the instigator, 
the English people in general seem to have been his 
accomplices.^ Still Godwine was specially suspected, and 
suspected while the memory of the event was still fresh. 
His own special apologist and panegyrist seems to imply 
that the charge against him was a mere invention of the 
Norman Archbishop Robert.^ This however was not the 
case ; Godwine was formally accused and formally acquitted 


’ See Appendix SSS. 


^ Vita Eadw. 401. Sec Appendix SSS. 
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of the crime soon after the accession of Harthacnut, four chap.vi. 
years after the event. He was acquitted, as we shall [^040*] 
presently see,^ by the solemn judgement of the highest 
court in the realm, and he is fully entitled to the benefit 
of that acquittal. Still the mere fact of his accusation 
has to be explained. The charge, brought at sucli a time 
and in such a shape, could not have been a mere Norman 
slander. God wine’s accuser, in fact, was an Englishman 
of the highest rank. Nor would a mere Norman slander 
ever have been embodied in popular songs, or have found 
a place in any version of the English Chronicles. Such Some 
a suspicion — strong, early, native — proves something. the 
Godwine, guilty or innocent, must have done some act 
which, to say the least, was capable of an unlucky mis- Hui)po.se<l. 
construction. By putting together one or two hints in 
the different accounts, we may perhaps come to a probable 
conjecture as to what his share in the matter really was. 

There is one version, and only one, which, while consistent 
with Godwinc’s innocence, explains the early and prevalent 
suspicion as to his guilt. Let us look how things stood. 

It seems that the feeling which broke out o])enly in the ProbaMe 
next year was already beginning to show itself ; men were tho^cal;. 
beginning, even in Wessex, to be weary of the absent 
Harthaenut. Well they might; to wait so long for an 
absent King, who, still uncrowned, unsworn, unanointed, 
could not be looked on as full King, was something of 
which no man had seen the like. It was not wonderful 
if popular feeling was, as we arc told, veering round, 
whether wrongfully or not, in favour of Harold.^ At such 
a moment, a son of ^Ethelred, cither knowing the state of 
the kingdom or eager to try his chance in any case, lands 
in England. We of course dismiss the story which speaks 

^ See below, p. 514. 

^ Chronn. “ Forman hit hleo»^rode ]ja Bwib'e toward Haraldes, feh hit 
unriht wsere.” • 

K k 2 
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of actual invasion and warfare, wticli is probably a mere 
repetition of the attempted invasion by Duke Hobert. 
But the jiEtheling was in England; if Godwine really 
wished to preserve the settlement which gave Wessex to 
a son of Emma, it might well occur to bim to ask whether 
the game could not be better played with the present 
son of ^thelred tlian with the absent son of Cnut. He 
may have sought an interview with the ^theling ; he may 
even liave pledged himself to his cause. But if a son of 
yEthelred was at large in England, the throne of Harold 
would be endangered as well as the throne of Harthaenut. 
Harold and his emissaries would be on the alert. The 
prince who had, perhaps before his election, seized on 
Emma’s treasures at Winchester, would not, in such a case, 
be very scrupulous about respecting the frontiers of his 
brother’s kingdom. Perhaps, if he w^re superior lord, he 
might have a real right to interfere in a matter which 
clearly touched the interests of the whole Empire. At any 
rate, if the iEtheling and his companions were known to be 
lodged in a West-Saxon town not very far from the 
borders of the Northern kingdom, it is perfectly conceiv- 
able that they might be seized by the agents of Harold, 
against the will or without the knowledge of Godwine. 
When the jEtheling was once seized and carried off, 
Godwine might well think that the game was up, that the 
star of Harold was fairly in the ascendant, and that 
neither interest nor duty called on him to plunge Wessex 
into a war with Northumberland and Mercia either to 
deliver jElfred or to revenge his wrongs. Such conduct 
would not be that of a sentimental and impulsive hero ; it 
would be that of a wary and hard-headed statesman. Such 
conduct would involve no real treachery; but it might 
easily give rise to the suspicion of treachery. If Godwine 
received the iEtheling, if Harold^s agents afterwards 
seized him, it would be an easy inference that Godwine 
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betrayed him to Harold. As soon as the tale had once chap. vi. 
got afloat, mythical details would, as ever, gather round it. 

When Godwine was once believed to have betrayed /Elfred, 
it would be an obvious improvement on the story to make 
him a personal agent in the barbarities to which his sup- 
posed treason had given occasion. It is clear that the 
ordinary narrative^ as it stands, cannot bo received ; but in 
some such explanation as this we may discern the probable 
kernel of truth on which the fabulous details gradually 
fastened themselves.^ 

On the whole then I incline to the belief that the great Prohahle 
Earl, every other recorded deed of whose life is the deed of 
an English patriot, who on every other occasion appears as 
conciliatory and law-abiding, who is always as strongly 
opposed to everything like wrong or violence as the rude 
age in which he lived would let him be, did not, on this 
one occasion, act in a manner so contrary to his whole 
character as to resort to fraud or needless violence to 
compass the destruction of a man of English birth and 
kingly descent. The innocence of Godwine seems to me 
to be most likely in itself, most consistent with the circum- 
stances of the time, and not inconsistent with such parts 
of our evidence as seem most trustworthy. But in any 
case, even if, while casting aside palpable fables and con- 
tradictions, we take the evidence, so far as it is credible, at 
the worst, even then it seems to me that the great Earl 
is at least entitled to a verdict of Not Proven, if not of 
Not Guilty. 

The next year after the unlucky attempt of iEifred^ was Disap- 
marked by the breaking down of the short-lived arrangement of thciiupL 


^ It will be seeti that my view is built mainly on the account in the 
Encomium Emni®. 

2 The year of yElfred’s death was the year of the marriage of his half- 
sister Gunhild. See above, p. 455, and Appendix NNN. 
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wliich had been made between the two sons of Cniit. 
The West-Saxons. had seemingly supported Harthacniit as 
the representative of that policy of his father which had 
raised Wessex, not only to the headship of England and of 
all Britain, but to the practical headship of all Northern 
Europe. No hope on the part of any people was ever more 
grievously disappointed. No contrast could be greater 
than the contrast between Wessex in the days of Cnut and 
Wessex in these two years of Harthacniit. Wessex was no 
longer the chosen dominion, Winchester was no longer the 
chosen eapitab of an Emperor of the Norths whose name 
was dreaded on the Baltic and reverenced on the Tiber. 
The old Imperial kingdom had sunk to be, what it had 
never been before, a dependent province ruled by repre- 
sentatives of an absent sovereign. A King of the Danes, 
who did not think England worthy of his presence, held 
the West-Saxon kingdom, seemingly as q* vassal of the 
King of the Mercians and Northumbrians, and entrusted 
it to the government of his Norman mother. It would 
doubtless be no excuse in English eyes that Denmark was 
now threatened by Magnus of Norway,^ and that Ilartha- 
enut^s first duty was to provide for its defence. To the 
West-Saxon people it wmuld simply seem that they had 
chosen a King whom no entreaties on the part of his 
English subjects could persuade to come and take personal 
possession of his English kingdom. Being absent, he 
must have remained uncrowned, and his lack of the con- 
secrating rite would alone, in the ideas of those times, 
be enough to make his government altogether uncertain 
and provisional. Even the influence of Godwine could not 
prolong — most likely it was not exerted to prolong — a state 
of things so essentially offensive to all patriotic feeling. It 
was felt that to acce^ t the rule of Harold would be a far 
less evil than to keep a nominal indej^endence which was 
‘ See Snorro, Saga viii. capp. 6 , 7 (Laing, ii. 364 ) ; Adam Brem. ii. 74* 



HAROLD KHS^G OVER ALL ENGLAND. 


50 :^ 


practically a degrading Ijondage. Popular feeling there- chap. vi. 
fore set strongly in favour of union with IVTorcia and North- 
humberland, even under the doubtful son of /Elfgifu of 
Northampton. ‘‘ Man chose Ilarold over all to King, and H.utlui- 
forsook Harthacnut, for tliat he was too long in Denmark.”^ posed in 
That is, I conceive, the Witan of Wessex, in discliarge (^^aiuniaroM 
their undoubted constitutional rit^ht,'^ deposed their King chosen 

^ Killer over 

Harthaenut, and elected the King of the Mercians and all En<r. 

land 

Northumbrians as their immediate sovereign, tlic election 
being, as it would seem, confirmed by a vote of the M' itan 
of all England. Harold was thus called by the universal 
voice of the nation to he King over the whole realm. The 
southern kingdom, just as at the final election of his 
father,'^ was again joined to the northern. England again 
became one kingdom under one King, an union which since 
that day has never beem broken. 

The reign of the new King of the English was short and 
troubled. His first act was the banishment of the Lady nauish- 
Emma, who was sent out of the land at the beginning of 
winter.^ She did not return to Normandy, as that count ly 

^ So the Abingdon and Worcester Chronicles, those which do not dis- 
tinctly mention the division ; “ Her man geceas Harold ofer call to 
kyninge ; and forsoc ifarSaenut, forj^am he Wics to hinge on Hcnmarcon.” 

So Florence ; “ Haroldus Rex Merciorum et Norihhymbrorum, ut per 
totam regriaret Angliam, a principibus et omni poimlo rex eligitur. Hear- 
dccaiiutus vero, quia in Denemarcia imu'as innexuit, et ad Angliam, nt 
roijahatur, venire distulit, penitus abjicitur." 

^ See above, p. 106, and R* 

^ .See above, p. 405. 

* All the Chronicles mention the banishment or “driving out” of 
iElfgifu-Emma. The expression is the same as that which i.s used in 
the years 963 and 964 for the expulsion of secular priests from several 
churches, and in 1045 for the banishment of Gunhild. One would like to 
know in what this driving out differed from regular outlawry. Possibly 
the driving out involved an actual personal removal, while the banishment 
involved in a sentence of outlawry was only constructive, like the Roman 
ignis intcrdictio. Godwine, on his outlawry, was allowed five days 
to leave the country (Peterborough Chronicle, 1051). The tone of the 
Worcester and Abingdon Chronicles certainly seems to imply that the 
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new sovereign, the future Conqueror. She betook herself to 
the court of Baldwin of Flanders, which we shall henceforth 
find serving as the general place of refuge for English 
exiles. She was received with all honour by Baldwin 
and his Countess Adela.^ Two of the near kinswomen 
of Baldwin will play a prominent part in our future 
history; one of them indeed, his daughter Matilda, the 
wife of the great William, was destined, within thirty 
years, to fill the place from which Emma herself had been 
^ driven. 

Character Of the administration of Harold himself we hear hardly 
anything. The tale which affirms that he reigned with- 
out the usual consecrating rite charges him also with 
entire neglect of Christian worship, and of choosing the 
hour of mass for his hunting or other amusements.''^ 
Other accounts however imply that he was not wanting 
in the conventional piety of the age.^ He at least, like 

measure was a harsher one than that of ordinary outlawry; ‘‘And man 
draf ut his [Har^yaenutes] modor u^Elfgyfe ])a cicene [a rare use of that 
word instead of hlcefdige], butan lelcere mildlieortnesse, ongean ]>one 
wallendan winter.” Florence translates, describing her as “ Alf^iva, 
quondam Anglorum regina.” Does this imply any formal deposition from 
royal rank ? 

* Enc. Emm. iii. 7 ; Will. Malms, ii. 188. On Adela, see above, p. 469. 

* The Encomiast (iii. i), after mentioning ^thelnoth’a refusal to crown 
Harold, continues ; “ Tandem desperatus abscessit, et episcopalem bene- 
dictionem adeo sprevit, ut non solum ipsam odiret benedictionem, verum 
etiam universam fugeret Christianitatis religionem, Namque, dum alii 
ecclesiam CTiristiauo more missam audire subintrarent, ipse aut saltus 
canibus ad venandum cinxit, aut quibuslibet aliis vilissimis rebus occu- 
pavit, ut tantum declinare posset quod odivit.” There is also what 
seems to be an allusion to the alleged irreligion of Harold in a foreign 
Chronicle, the Annals of Hildesheim, Pertz, iii. 100; “Hiemali tempore 
Chnuht, rex Danorum et Anglorum, immatura morte prseventus obivit, 
et Christmna religio ab ipso fideliter exculta periclitari crepit.” Yet 
Harold is not mentioned, and the entry goes on with only partial accuracy ; 
“ Filius ejus junior, Haerdechunt nomine, regnum ipsius post eum consensu 

' provincialium obtinuit.” 

* There is a very remarkable document of ‘this reign, in which Harold 
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other Kings, kept chaplains in his personal service, so that chap. vi. 
he can hardly have been the avowed heathen or infidel 
which he appears in the hostile picture. Ecclesiastical 
affairs however do not seem to have been in a flourish- 
ing state under his government. We read, as to be Ecde- 
sure we read in the reigns of Kings of greater claims appoint- 
to sanctity, of bishoprics being held in plurality and 
being sold for money. Good Archbishop ^thelnoth died Death of 
in the second year of Harold’s sole reign, and was sue- ^y^op 
ceeded by Eadsige, who appears at once in the threelold 
character of a royal chaplain, a monk, and a suffragan 1038. 
Bishop in Kent.^ We also find another royal cha])lain, 

Stigand, the priest of Assandun, appointed to a bishopric. Promotion 
deposed, seemingly before consecration, because another 
competitor was ready with a larger sum, and finally rein- 
stated, whether by dint of the same prevailing arguments 
we are not told.^ Lyfing, Bishop of Devonshire, also 
received the see of Worcester in plurality.*^ These 
appointments are worthy of notice, as throwing some 
light on the otherwise utterly obscure polities of this reign. 


appearH, if not as a benefactor, at least not as an enemy, of churchmen. 
See Ellis, Introduction to Domesday, ii. 142; Cod. Dipl. iv. 56; Thorpe, 
Dipl. 338. Certain revenues at Sandwich belonging to Ciirist Church at 
Canterbury had been seized by the King’s officers, and partly alienated 
to the rival monastery of »Saint Augustine’s. It ap{)ears however that this 
was done without the order or knowledge of Harold, who was theii sick at 
Oxford, and who, on learning the fact, expressed great imlignatioii and 
ordered restitution. Mr. Kemble dates the document in 1038, but it is 
clear that it must, as Sir Henry Ellis says, belong to 1039, perhaps to 
the beginning of 1040. 

‘ See Hook, Archbishops, i. 487; Stubbs, Reg. Sacr. Angl. p. 19. Ho 
appears as at once royal chaplain and monk in a charter of Cnut in Cod. 
Dipl. vi. 190, and he is addressed as Bishop in two charters of the same 
King addressed to the thegns of Kent. Cod. Dipl. vi. 187, 189. Dean 
Hook and Professor Stubbs place his suffragan see at the ancient church 
of Saint Martin near Canterbury. 

^ See Florence, 1038 ; Hook, i. 505 (where the appointment is attributed 
to Harthaenut), But none of the Chronicles mention the story, 

* See Florence, 1038, com|>ared with 1046. 
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Stigand, the old chaplain of Cniit, was the firm friend and 
counsellor of his widow.^ Lyfing was the right hand 
man of Earl Godwine. That these men shared in the 
promotions of which Harold liad an unusual number to 
distribute^ that Lyfing especially became the King^s per- 
sonal friend,-^ seems to show that a perfect reconciliation 
was now brought about between Harold and the party 
which had opposed his original election. We may infer 
that Emma was sacrificed to the King’s personal dislike, 
a dislike which, it seems to be implied, was shared by the 
mass of the peopte.*^ But there seems to have been no 
disposition on Harold’s part to bear hard in any other 
way on his former antagonists. A certain amount either 
of generosity or of policy must have found a place in his 
character. 

It is probably a sign of degeneracy and weakness on 
the part of Harold’s government that the vassal king- 
doms no longer remained in the same state of submission 
to which they had been brought during at least the later 
days of Cnut. North Wales u as now gathering strength 
under the famous Gruffydd son of Llywelyn. His first 
exploit was an inroad in which he reached as far as the 
Severn, and fought a battle at Rhyd-y-Groes, near Upton- 
on-Severn, a place which, perhaps owing to this event, 
still retains its British name. In that fight several eminent 
Englishmen were killed, and among them Eadwine, a 
brother of Earl Leofric.^ In the next year, the last year of 


^ “ For^Jam he wses nchst his [Eadwardes] modor rxde” says the 
Abingdon Chronicle of Stigand under the year 1043. 

® He was in attendance on Harold in his last sickness, whether as a 
political or as a spiritual adviser. Cod. Dipl. iv. 56. 

^ The Chroniclers, even while condemning the driving out of Emma, 
speak of it in the same breath with the election of Harold, as if they were 
both alike popular acts ; “ Man geceas Harold . . . and forsoc Har^aenut 
, , . and man draf ut his modor,” 

* Chron. Ab. and FI. Wig. in anno. Thurkill — there were many of the 
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the reign of Harold;^ Duncan, King of Scots, on what cn\r. vi. 

occasion we are not told, repeated the exploit of his grand- t^unean’^i 

father, and with much the same success.'^ lie crossed Durliam 

the frontier and besieged Durham. The strength and jefcat. 

prosperity of tlie city, though probably thrown back by 

tlie defeat of Carluim,*^ had vastly increased since its first 

creation by Ealdhun. I'laldhun^s successor Eadmund, Rislinp 

It 1 j *1 Eiulinuiul 

called to the see, as tlie story went, by a miraculous of Dur- 
voice,"^ had finished the work of his predecessor. The , 

minster of Durham had l)een 1)rought to perfection,’'* and 
the city of Durham had gained strength and population 
enougdi to withstand an attack by its own efforts. In 
the invasion of Malcolm the infant settlement liad been 
delivered I)y the intervention of Earl Uhtred ; the invasion 
of Duncan was driven back by the valour of the citizens 
themselves. The Scots were put to flight ; of the chief 
men of the army the greater part were killed in the battle; 
the remainder owed their escape to their horses. The 

name — ^dfgcut, and ‘^many other good men*’ were also killed. Roe also 
Anna’es Cairibria? and Brut y Tywysogion in anno. 

‘ 8iin. Dun. Hist. Dun. iii. 9 (X Scriptt. 53). Dufuncto Cunt, quum 
filius ejus Tlaroldus jam ([uintum annum in rogno . . . gereret.” 

See above, p. 3 2 8, 

’ See above, p. 448. 

* Tlio story is told by Simoon of Durham, Hist. Dun. iii. 6, and more 
» briefly by Florence, 1020. 1’ho canons of Durham are met to chof)Ho a 
Bishop after the three years’ widowhood of the see which followed the 
death of Ealdhun (see above, p. 448) ; Eadmund asks in joke why they do 
not choose him; they forthwith choose him in earnest, hut agree to consult 
Saint Cuthberht ; a voice issuing fiami his tomb thrice names Eadmund as 
Bishop. Eadmund now objects, on the ground of his not being a monk 
like his predecessors — an odd reason to give to a chapter of seculars — hut 
the election is aj)proved by King Cniit, Eadmund makes hi.s profession as 
a monk, and he is consecrated by Archbishop Wulfstan. This story seems 
to imply a degree of freedom of election in capitular bodies of which we find 
a few, but only a few traces at this time. Bishoprics are in most cases 
filled directly by the King, with the assent of his Witan, without any 
mention of the monks or canons. But see the history of Saint Wulfstan, 
vol. ii chap. ix. 

® Sim. Hist. Dun. iii. 5. 
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soldiers of meaner degree, who had suffered less in the 
actual combat, were slaughtered without mercy in the 
pursuit.^ Northumbriam barbarism showed itself now as 
on the former occasion. The bloody trophies of victory 
were collected in the market-place of Durham, and a gar- 
land of Scottish heads again adorned the battlements of 
the rescued city.^ 

The reign and life of Harold were now drawing to an 
end, Harthacnut was not at all disposed to acquiesce in 
the arrangements which had wholly shut him out from 
England. His Northern possessions were now safe. A 
treaty had been concluded with Magnus, according to 
which, as in some other instances of which we have heard, 
each King, in case of the other dying childless, was to 
succeed to his kingdom.^ Harthacnut therefore was now 
able to turn his thoughts in the direction of England, and 
a message from his mother in Flanders is said to have 
further worked upon his miiid.'^ He began to make 
great preparations for an invasion of England,^ but for 
the present he merely sailed to Flanders with ten ships, 


* So I understand the words of Simeon, Hist. Dun. iii. 9 ; “ Magna parte 
equitum suorum ah Ma qui obsidebantur interfeeta, confusus aufugit, fugiens 
pedites interfectos amisit." The mention of “ equitea ” need not imply that 
the Scottish anny contained cavalry strictly so called, that is, men who used 
their horses in actual battle. It is enough to justify the expres.sion if, 
among the Scots, as among the English, the chief men rode to the field (see 
above, p. 271); the chief men, as usual, would suffer most severely in the 
actual combat, while those among them who survived would have the 
advantage in flight. There is another entry in the Durham Annals which 
places both this siege and the death of Harold in 1039. “Hoc anno Du- 
nechanus rex Scotorum cum exercitu magno Dunelmum obsidens, fugatus 
ab obsessis, magnam suorum multitudiriem amisit.’' 

* Sim. Hist. Dun. iii. 9. “ Quorum capita in forum collata in stipitibus 

sunt suspensa.” See above, p. 329. 

* Snorro, Saga viii. 7 (Laing, ii. 364) ; Chron. liosk. ap. Lang. i. 377. 
Cf. above, p. 397. 

* Enc. Emm. iii. 8. 

« Ib. 

* Chron. Ab, 1039. “And her com ec Hardaenut to Bricge, far his 
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and there passed the winter with his mother. The time chap. vr. 
however was not spent in idleness. Ilis preparations were 
busily carried on, and in the course of the next year he 
found himself at the head of a considerable fleet. ^ No 
invasion however was needed, as an event which was 
probably not unexpected ^ opened the way for his accession 
without difRculty or bloodshed. Kin^ Harold, who had Death of 
been for some time lying* sick at Oxford, died in that town lUarch 17, 
in the month of March,*^ lie was buried at Westminster, 
a spot which is now mentioned in our Chronicles for the 
iirst time.^ Its mention however seems to show that the 
smaller monastery which preceded the great foundation 
of Eadward enjoyed a greater amount of reputation than 
we might otherwise have been led to think. Harold, who 
could not have been above two or three and twenty years 
old, left no recorded posterity. We hear nothing of wives, 
mistresses, or children of any kind. 

§ 4. T/ie Bclgn of ITarfJtacviit. 1040-2. 

Immediately on the burial of Harold, probably at the Hartha- 
Easter festival, the Witan of all England, English and mously 
Danish, unanimously chose Harthaenut to the kingdom.^* chosen 

modor wiea.” Enc. Emm. u. fi., where we have a story about a tempest and 
a vision. 

^ Adam Brem. ii. 72. “Contra quern frater a Dania veniens in Flandria 
classem adunavit. Sed rex Anglorum, morte prajventus, helium diremit." 

* In the charter mentioned above (p. 504) we find some details of Harold's 
sickness; “And waes se king pa binnan Oxnaforde swySe geseocled, swa 
paet he Iseg orwene his lifes." When he hears of the wrong done to Christ 
Church, “ Da la*g se king and sweartode call mid t^-re sage.” 

3 That Harold died at Oxford is plain from the above passage, and from 
the Peterborough Chronicle. Florence say.s “obiit Lundoniae.” He pro- 
bably had the Worcester Chronicle before him, and inferred the place of his 
death from the place of his burial. William of Malmesbury agrees with the 
Chronicler. 

* Chronn. Petrib. and Cant. ; FI. Wig. in anno ; Will. Malms, ii. 188. 

® Will. Malms, ii. 188. “ Anglis et Danis in unam sententiam conveni- 

entibus.” So Hen. Hunt. M. H. B. 758 C, speaking of his landing at 
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EasSr? Cnut united all claims. No attempt seems to have been 

1040. made on behalf of Eadward the surviving son of iEthelred, 

and the events of the last reign were not likely to have 
prejudiced men in his favour. The universal belief of 
the moment was that the choice of Ilarthacnut was the 
right and wise course.^ An embassy, of which jElfweard, 
Bishop of London and Abbot of Evesham, was a leading 
member,^ was sent to Bruges, to invite the newly-chosen 


S<indwicli ; “ Hardecnut . . . susceptus est [underfangen] et electus in regein 
simul ab Anglis et Dacis.” This comes, with improvem mts, from the 
Peterborougli Chronicle ; “ On pis iloan geare com Hardacnut cyng to 
Sandwic, . . . and he was sona nnderfangen ge fram Anglum ge fram 
Denum.” Taken alone this might iiiiply that Hartliacniit came over, like 
uElfred, to seek his fortune, only with a luckier result ; but the other 
Chronicles distinctly assert the previous embassy and therefore imply the 
previous election. 

^ Chronn. Ab. and Wig. “And man sende lefter HarSacnute to Brygce; 
wende piet man wel dyde.” 80 Florence, ‘M)ene se facere putantes.” 

^ See Hist. Rams. c. 94, 95, for the embas-iy and for an accompanying 
miracle. iElfweard was a somewhat remarkable })erson. He was first a 
monk of Ramsey and then Abbot of Evesham, which office he held in 
plurality with his bishopric. Tlic church of Evesham had fluctuated more 
than once between monks and secular canons, the canons being last intro- 
duced by ^Ifhere of Mercia in the disputes which followed the death of 
Eadgar. 8ee above, p, 263. Many of the e.states fell into the hands o# 
laymen, e.specially into tho.se of Godwiiie of Lindesey, who died at Assandun. 
They were recovered from Godwine by a legal process, seemingly before the 
Witan of Mercia (“coiam multis princijdbus hujus patriie’’), by the Abbot 
Brihtmacr. But Godwine seized them again during the absence of H^thelred 
in Normandy in 1013. One almost fancies that this must have been by a 
grant from Swegen, to whom Lindesey was one of the first parts of England 
to submit. See above, p. 358. .^thelred on bis return in 1014 appointed 
AElfweard Abbot, who again expelled Godwine, seemingly by force (“ fretus 
auxilio Dei atque regia , . . cum magna fortitudine hinc expulit ”). The 
local chronicler looks on Godwine’s death at Assandun as the punishment 
of this .sacrilege; “Godwinus vero qui eas injuste habuit eodem anno (?) 
Dei Lutu in bello contra regem Danorum, Cnutonem Swelnonis filium, facto 
occisus est.” These stories of occupations of monastic lands by powerful 
men, or in their names, meet us at every turn. See above, p. 505. uElf- 
weard received the bishopric of London from Cnut, who is called his 
kinsman, about 1035. We shall hear of him again. See Chron. Abb. 
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King to take possession of his crown. He and his mother chap. vi. 
accordinp*lv set sail for England in the course of J une : he 
landed at Sandwich, and was presently crowned at Canter- June 17. 
bury by Archbishop Eadsige.^ 

The expectations which had been formed of Ilarthacnut His eba- 
were grievously disappointed. One worthless youth had^‘^^^^'' 
made way for another equally w^orthless. Writers in the 
Norman interest, and members of foundations to wliieh lie 
W'as lavish^ try to clothe him wdth various virtues.^ ]lut 
the utmost that can be claimed for him is an easy species 
of munificence wdiieh showed itself on the one hand in 
bounty to monasteries and to the poor/^ and on the other 
in providing four meals daily for his courtiers.^ But all 
liis recorded public acts set him before us as a rapacious, 
brutal, and bloodthirsty tyrant. Ilis short reign is merely 
a repetition of the first and worst days of his father, while 
he could not, like his father, invoke even the tyrant’s plea 
of necessity in palliation of his evil deeds. Ilarthacnut 
had been unanimously chosen King ; he had been received 
with universal joy; there was no sedition within the 
country, and no foreign enemy threatened it. But his 


^ Rog. WciiJ. i. 477. So FI. Wig. Regnique Holio mox subliniatur.” 
The place comes from Rishanger, 427. 

^ Will. Jhet. ap. Mascres, 39, “ Hardechunutus . . . gencri matenio 

similior, non qua jndcr ant fratcr crudclitate rqgiiabat ncquo interitum 
Edwarili aud provectum volebat. Ob morbos ctiam quos frequenter patie- 
batur, pliia Heum in oculis habebat, et vitm liumanue brevitatcin." 

^ See his cliartors for a grant to Saint Eadmimd’H (Cod. Dipl. iv. 6o), to 
Abingdon (iv. 65), to Ramsey (vi. 192, Hist. Rams. c. 97 ct seqq.), to 
Jbshop ^Ifwine of Winchester and his successors (iv. 68). The Ramsey 
charter runs in the joint names of Harthaenut and his mother. 

* Hen. Hunt. M. H. B. 758 D. *‘Clarjje indolis et benigme jiiventntiH 
fucrat suis. Taiitie namque largitatis fertur fuisse ut prandia regalia quat- 
tuor in die vicibus omni curiae suae faccret apponi, malens a vocatis posita 
fercula dimitti quam a non vocatis apponenda fercula reposci.” Henry 
then goes on to lament the niggardly practice of the Kings of his own time 
who provided only one meal daily. The Ramsey hi.^torian (c. 102) calls 
him “ vir praedicundae indolis et ex^mia,* in inseros pictatis.” King John 
also was a great almsman. 
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conduct was that of a conqueror in a hostile land. His 
first act was to wring a heavy contribution from his new 
subjects for an object which in no way concerned them. We 
now learn incidentally that the standing navy of England, 
both under Cnut and under Harold, had consisted of six- 
teen ships, and eight marks were paid^ seemingly yearly, 
either to each rower singly or to some group of rowers.^ 
Harthacnut had come over with sixty ships, manned by 
Danish soldiers, and his first act was to demand eight 
marks for each man of their crews, a piece of extortion 
which at once destroyed his newly gained popularity.‘^ 
He then began to revenge himself on his enemies alive 
and dead. His first act in this way was an act of sense- 
less brutality towards the dead body of his half-brother the 
late King. The dead Harokh the Chronicles tell us, was 
dragged up and shot into a fen. Other writers tell the 
story with more detail.**^ Some of the officers of his house- 
hold, Stir his Mayor of the Palace,^ Eadric his dispenser, 
Thrond his executioner, all, we are told, men of great 
dignity, were sent to Westminster to dig up the body, and 
in their company we are surprised to find Earl God wine 
and yElfric Archbishop of York. Westminster was neither 
in Godwine’s earldom nor in yElfric’s diocese, so that both 


^ Chron. Petrib. 1040. ” On his [Haroldes] daguin man geald xvi scipan 

8et selcere hamulan [liamelaii in Chron. Ab.] viii marcan.” On the word 
hamulan Mr. Earle (p. 343) remarks, “ This being a dative feminine, the 
nom. must be hamulCf hamele ; at first perhaps signifying a rozvlocJc-drap, 
and BO symbolizing some subdivision of the crew. There is not money 
enough to give eight marcs to every rower.” The “ hamule ” then would 
be analogous to the “lance” in mediaeval armies. But Florence clearly 
took it to mean a single rower; “Octo marcas unicuique suae classic 
reraigi.” 

* Chronn. Ab. Wig. ''And him waes J:>a unhold call ])8et his aer gymti^^j 
and he ne gefraemde eac naht cynelices |)a hwile })e he rixode.” Florence 
divides this description, putting the latter clause now, and the former after 
what I take to be the second Danegeld. 

® See Appendix TTT. 

* “ Stir majorem domus says Florence. 



Harold's body dug up. 


513 


these chiefs of Church and State .seem out of place on such chap. vi. 
an occasion. We are however told that /Elfric was some- 
thing more than an instrument in the matter; it was 
specially at his advice that Ilarthacnut was guilty of this 
cowardly piece of spite, one which^ like the brutalities of 
Harold himself towards the comrades of yElfred, did not 
go without imitators in more polished times. The body of and burit J 
Harold was treated on the restoration of Harthaenut muclx 
as the body of Oliver Cromwell was treated on the restora- 
tion of Charles the Second. The late King was dug up, 
beheaded, and thrown, according to this account, into the 
Thames. The body was afterwards brought up by a lisher- 
man, and received a second Inirial. The large Hanish 
population of London had a burial-place of their own with- 
out the walls of the city^ the memory of which is still 
retained in the name of the church of Saint Clement 
Danes. There Harold’s ])ody was again buried, secretly, 
we may suppose, though the act is spoken of as a tribute 
of honour paid by the Danes of London to the King 
whose accession to the throne had l)een so largely their 
own doing. 

No act could have been more offensive to the Danes 

settled in England than these insults offered to the body 

of their own chosen prince. Harthaenut’s next act was to Hartha- 

enrage all his subjects^ English and Danish, by laying on Hecond 

them another enormous Danegeld of about twentv-two 

® 1040-1. 

thousand pounds, with another sum of more than eleven 
thousand pounds for thirty-two ships, probably a fresh 
contingent which had just come from Denmark.^ lie was 

^ Florence seems to put the two Danegelds together, but the Peter- 
borough Chronicle (1039, 1040) clearly distinguishes them. There is a 
reference to this Danegeld in Heniing's Worcester Cartulary, 348 (Mon. 

Angl. i. 593), in which it is compared with the earlier Danegelds of yEthel- 
red and Cnut, see above, pp. 371, 418, and declared to have been heavier 
than any of them ; “ Sicuti factum est temporibus Athelredi, regis Anglo- 
rum, vastante et depopulante banc patriam pagano rege Danorum Swein 

VOT,. I. L 1 
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CHAP. VI. now, before he had been 9. year on the throne, thoroughly 
Godwiue hated.^ As if on purpose to increase his unpopularity, he 
accu^i^of attacked the two leaders of the national party, Earl 
of^lfred Bishop Lyfing. Archbishop ^Elfric, who 

1040. appears almost in the character of a spiritual Eadric, is 
said to have accused them to the King of being concerned 
in the death of his brother Alfred. Some other persons 
unnamed joined with him in bringing the charge.^ Of 
the two defendants the Bishop was the easier victim. 
Lyfing lost his bishopric of Worcester, which was given to 
his accuser to hold in plurality,^ as it was held by several 
Archbishops of York before and after. Lyfing however 
recovered Worcester in the course of the next year, as the 
Trial and price, we are told^ of money paid to the King.^ Whether 
the deposition of Lyfing was effected with any legal forms 
we arc not told ; but the Earl of the West- Saxons certainly 
underwent a regular trial before the Witan. The proceed- 
ings form a curious illustration of the jurisprudence of the 
age. The functions of witness, judge, and juror were not 
yet accurately distinguished, and compurgation,^ whenever 

nomine, quum maximum et prope importabile tributnm tota Anglia reddere 
cogeretur. Ob hujus itaque tarn gravis tributi exactionem omnia fere 
omamenta bujua ecclesiae distracta sunt, tabulae altaris, argento et auro 
paratae, spoliatae sunt, textus exomati, calices confracti, cruces conflatse, ad 
ultimum etiam terrae et villulse pecuniis distractse sunt. Simili modo 
etiam actum eat regnante Cnut filio suo, et adhuc graviora vectigalia Buper- 
addita sunt temporibus regni filii Cnut, cujus nomen erat Hardecnut.” 

^ Florence here inserts the remark, from the Worcester and Abingdon 
Chronicles, “ Quapropter omnibus qui piius adventum ejus desiderabant 
magnopere factus est exosus summopere.” 

* Flor. Wig. in anno. “ Accusantibus illos .^Ifrico Eboracensi archi- 
episcopo et quibusdam aliis.” 

® Ib. “ Episcopatum Wigornensem Livingo abstulit et ^Ifrico dedit, 
sed sequent! anno ablatum .^Ifrico, Livingo secum pacificato benigne 
reddidit.” 

* Will. Malms, ii. 188. "Hlum episcopatu expulit, sed post annum 
peounia serenatus restituit.” 

* Ib. “ Godwinum quoque obliquis oculis intuitus, ad sacramentum 
purgationis conqpoUt.” 
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compurgation could be had, was looked on as the surest chap. vi. 
proof of innocence. Godwiue asserted his own innocence 
on oath, and his solemn plea of Not Guilty was confirmed 
by the oaths of most of the Earls and chief thegns^ 
of England. We must not judge of the value of such 
an acquittal by the ideas of our own time. In a modern 
trial, some of Godwine’s compurgators would have had 
to act as his judges ; some would have been examined as 
witnesses to the facts ; others might, at least in the case 
of a less illustrious defendant, have appeared as witnesses 
to character. In the rude state of the law in those times, 
these distinctions were not thouglit of. But it does not 
follow that substantial justice was not done. Godwinc's 
acquittal was as solemn as any acquittal could be. All the 
chief men of England swore to their belief in his innocence. 

The only difference between sfich an acquittal and a 
modern acquittal on a trial before the House of Lords is 
that, in the ancient mode of procedure, the voices of those 
who of their own knowledge affirmed God wine to be 
innocent, and the voices of those who accepted his inno- 
cence on their witness, were all reckoned together. God- Value of 
wine then was acquitted, after the most solemn trial which 
the jurisprudence of his own time could provide. lie is 
in fairness entitled to the full benefit of that acquittal. 

The judgement of a competent tribunal is always worth 
something, though its worth may be overbalanced by facts 
or probabilities the other way. There are those who hold, 
in defiance of all fact and all reason, that Sir Thomas 
More and Anne Boleyn must have been guilty, because 
English courts of justice pronounced them to be guilty. 

I am surely asking much less if I ask that Godwine 
may be held to be innocent, because an English court 
of justice, whose verdict is outweighed by no facts or 


^ Flor. Wig. in anno, 
dignioribus regi juravit.** 


** Cum totiuB fere Anglise principibus et ministrii 


L 1 2 
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probabilities the other way, solemnly pronounced him to 
be innocent.^ 

One circumstance which in our days would at once throw 
suspicion upon the verdict proves nothing at all according 
to the ideas of those days. Ages after the time of Hartha- 
cnut^ in times which by comparison seem as yesterday, 
English judges did not scruple to receive presents from 
their suitors^ and English sovereigns did not scruple to 
receive presents from their subjects. It is always possible 
that such presents may be bribes in a .guilty sense ; it is 
always equally possible that they may not. It therefore 
proves nothing either way when we read that the Earl of 
the West- Saxons, solemnly acquitted by his peers, had still 
to buy his full restoration to the friendship of his highest 
judge at the cost of a magnificent gift. We have already 
seen how dear a possession a ship was in Danish eyes ; 
we have seen how acceptable a gift it might be in English 
eyes.'^ We have seen too what an astonishing amount of 
adornment the warriors of the North lavished upon these 
cherished instruments, almost companions, of their war- 
fare.^ Though we hear nothing of any warlike exploits 
of Harthaenut,'^ he had enough of the wiking in him 
for a well-equipped ship to be the most accei^tablc of all 
gifts.® Godwine therefore gave Harthaenut a ship with 
a beak of gold, manned with eighty chosen warriors 
armed with all the magnificence of the full panoply of 


» See Appendix VVV. 

* See above, pp. 354, 357. 

^ See above, p. 340. ^ See above, p. 357. 

® Except in one Danish Chronicle (Chron. Erici, ap. Lang. i. 159), who 
ludicrously attributes to Harthaenut, not only his father's military legis- 
lation, but his mythical exploits in various parts of the world. “Unde 
tempore suo super omnes reges mundi terribilis et laudabilia exstitit. 
Transivit etiam cum Imperatore in Italiam ad domandum nation es exteras, 
Obiit autem in Anglia." 

• The ship and its crew are described by Florence, 1040; William of 
Malmesbury, ii. 188. 
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the time. Each man had on each arm a golden hraeolet vi. 
of sixteen ounces weight ; each was clad in a triple coat 
of mail ; eacli bore on his head a helmet partly gilded ; soldiers, 
each was armed with all the weajDons which could be 
needed in warfare of any kind.^ Each bore on his left 
arm a shield with gilded boss and studs ; his right 
hand bore the javelin^ the English afegar, for the distant 
skirmishing at the beginning of a battle. But each 
too was ready for the closest and most deadly fight. 

Each was girded with a sword with a gilded handle, and 
from each man’s left shoulder hung, also adorned with 
gold and silver, the most fearful weapon of all, the Danish The ihui- 
battle-axe.^ This is our first mention ^ of the weapon ‘ 
which Englishmen were, twenty-six years later, to wield 1066. 

with such deadly prowess upon the height of Senlac, and 
which^ after the lapse of a hundred and forty years, the i'203~4* 
descendants of English exiles were still found wielding in 
defence of the throne of Constantine and Justinian.'^ 

Meanwhile all England was astir at the imposition of The l);mc- 
the Danegeld. Men had deemed that such imposts had hy 
passed away for ever in that Witonageinot of Oxford 
where Cnut the Danish concpieror changed into Cnut the 
English King. No enemy was in the land ; Denmark, 


^ Will. Malms. “Ne sinj^ula enumerein armis oiniiibua instructos in 
quibus fulgor cum terrore certans sub auro ferrum occiileret.” 

^ “ Securis Danica” in both accounts. 

2 Henry of Huntingdon (M. H. B. 728 E) arms both West-Saxons and 
Mercians .at Burford “ gladiia ct securibus A>aa'oaiV/s.” The Amazons arc 
of course a flourish of Henry’s own out of Horace; but the axes may very 
likely come from a ballad. The axe, as antiquarian researches show, was 
in use almost everywhere from the earliest times, but the earlier axes are 
something quite different from the vast two-handed weapons wielded at 
Stamfordbridge and Senlac. Tliis last cleady supplanted the sword as the 
characteristic English weapon from about this time. See .above, pp. 273, 391. 

* Villehardonin, c. 95. “ Et li Griffon orent mis d’Knglois et do Danois 

k totes les haches.” Nikitas, Alex. iii. (351 B. ed. Paris, 1647). Kai 
irpbs TUfU (TTiKOvpojv *'Pa}}iaioi 8 Xliaaalaju Hal rwv Tif\cHV(f> 6 pa)v Pap^ 6 pwy 
y^vvaibr^pov drtiHpovaOrjaav^ /cal Tpavfiarcac ol rrKfiovt dvi^fv^av. 
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CHAP. VI. the old foe^ was a sister kingdom ; Normandy, the new 
foe, was hindered by her domestic troubles from threaten- 
ing any of her neighbours ; the overthrow of Duncan 
before Durham had taught Scotland to respect the frontiers 
of the Imperial state.^ But here was a tax such as had 
been heard of only in the darkest and saddest hours of 
the reign of JEthelred. Taxes of this kind always came 
in slowly,^ and this particular tax came in with special 
slowness. Military force was needed to extort payment ; 
the housecarls, who do not seem to have been sent on such 
errands in the days of Cnut, were now turned into tax- 
gatherers, and were sent into every shire in England to 
collect the King’s tribute.^ That soldiers entrusted with 
such a duty behaved with insolence and violence we might 
take for granted in any age. In their conduct we may 
probably find the historical groundwork for those wonder- 
ful tales of Danish oppression in which later and rhetorical 
writers indulge.^ No doubt this collection of the Dane- 
geld was accompanied by much oppression ; but there is 
no evidence that it was oppression inflicted by Danes as 
Danes on Englishmen as Englishmen. As far as we can 
see, the state of things under Harthacnut must have been 
something like the state of England under John and 
Henry the Third. The natives, of whatever race, and the 
settlers who were fairly naturalized in the country, were 
all alike taxed for the sake of the mere strangers who 
had come in the King’s train.® We cannot suppose that 

* Bromton (so to call him) must have had some authority before him 

when he made the significant remark (X Scriptt. 934), Iste rex Harde- 
knoutus per totum tempos quo regnavit regnum Scotiae subjectum pacifice 
habebat.” * See above, pp. 350, 353. 

* Flor. Wig. 1041. ** Rex Anglorum Heardecanutus suos huscarlas 

misit per omnes regni sui provincias ad exigendum quod indixerat tri- 
butum.’^ 

* See Appendix KKK. 

® “Ut piratis suis necessaria ministrarent/’ says Roger of Wendover, 
5 - 479 - 
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a Danish citizen of London, or a Danish thegn who had chap, vr. 
received a grant of lands from Cnut, was let off his share 
of the tribute on proof of his Danish birth. The discontent 
which was doubtless common to the whole kingdom at 
last broke out in one particular quarter. The citizens The hou^e- 
of Worcester and the men of Worcestershire g^'^crally 

rose in revolt and attacked the housecarls. Two of their Worcester. 

May 4, 

number, Deader and Thurstan, fled, like the Danes at 1041. 
Oxford,^ to a tower of the minster.^ The people followed 
them to their hiding-place, and slew them. The murder 
deserved legal punishment, but Ilarthacnut preferred a 
form of chastisement for which unluckily he could find 
precedents in the reigns of better princes than him- 
self.*^ He is said to have been further stirred up to 
vengeance by one who ought to have been the first to 
counsel mercy. Archbishop iElfric had, as we have seen, 
received the bishopric of Worcester on the deposition of 
Lyfing ; ^ it would seem that the citizens refused to receive 
him,® They were doubtless attached to their own patriotic 
pastor, and they may well have been unwilling to be 
again made an appendage to the Northumbrian metropolis. 

In revenge for this injury, iElfric, wc are told, counselled 
the terrible punishment which Ilarthacnut now decreed 
for his flock. The offending city and shire were to feel 
the full extremity of military vengeance ; the town was 

^ See above, p. 316. 

2 Flor. Wig. in anno. “In cujusdam turris Wigomensis monasterii 
Bolario.” This can hardly mean the principal tower of the church. 

* Besides the ravaging of districts as chastisement for treason or defection 
in war (see above, pp. 371, 378), we find a similar case even in the peaceful 
reign of Eadgar. See above, p. 65. 

* See above, p. 514* 

5 So I understand William of Malmesbury, De Gest. Pont. iii. p. 154 
“ Quin et Wigorniensibus pro repul sa episcopatue infensus auctor Harde* 
ciluto fuit ut, quod illi pertinacius exactoribus regiorum vectigalium 
obstiteraut, urbem incenderet, fortunas civium abraderet.’* If the “ repulsa 
episcopatus " meant the restoration of the see to Lj^ng by the King*s act, 
this could be no offence on the part of the citizens of Worcester. 
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to be burned, the country harried^ and the inhabitants, 
as far as might be, killed. For this purpose Harthacnut 
sent nearly all his housecarls — unhappily we are not told 
their numbers — under the command of all the chief men 
of Engdand. The three great Earls, God wine of Wessex, 
Leofric of Mercia, Siward of Northumberland,^ and their 
subordinate Earls, among whom Thored of the Middle- 
Angles or Eastern part of Mercia,^ and llanig of the 
Magesaetas or Herefordshire are specially mentioned, 
were all sent against the one city of Worcester. Ten 
years later, when Eadward the Confessor required the 
like chastisement to be inflicted on the town of Dover, 
Godwine utterly refused to have any hand in such a 
business, and distinctly asserted the right of every English- 
man to a legal trial. But in that ease the alleged crime 
had been done in God wine’s own earldom, and no doubt 
Godwine’s power was much less under Ilartliacnut than 
it became under Eadward, most likely much less than it 
had been under Cnut. As things now stood, it was hardly 
possible to disobey, unless the Earls had been prepared for 
the extreme measure of deposing the King. England in 
fact in this age felt for the first time both the good and 
the bad consequences of the existence of a standing army. 
We shall hereafter see what the housecarls could do for 
England under a patriotic King ; we now see what they 
could do against Englishmen at the bidding of a rapacious 


* On the dates of Sivvard’s promotions, see Appendix WWW. 

^ Florence calls him “ Comes Mediterraneorum.” His earldom included 
Huntingdonshire. See a charter of Harthacnut and Emma addressed 
“Turn comiti ” (Cod. Dipl. vi. 192). I do not find any of his signatures as 
Earl, but he is doubtless the same as Dord, Dored, &c., in various spellings, 
who signs several charters of Cnut as “ minister ” and “ miles.” 

^ Bee above, p. 404. “ Hrani dux” signs as early as 1023. Cod. Dipl, 

iv. 27. We find him holding a Scirgemdt with Bishop iEthelstan and 
others in Cod. Dipl. iv. 54. He there bears the title of Ealdorman, and 
we find that his son, like some other English-born sons of Danish settlers, 
bore the English name of Eadwine. 
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tyrant. It was not at the head of the forces of their several chap. vi. 
governments that the Earls were bidden to attack the 
offending city. Those forces wonld have taken some time 
to bring together, and, when they w^ere brought together, 
they would doubtless have sympathized with their intended 
victims. The King had now at his command a body of 
Janissaries^ wlio could marcli at a moment’s notice, a force 
bound to him by a personal tie, and ready to carry out his 
personal will in all things. It was no doubt deemed a great 
stroke of policy to implicate in the deed all tlie chief men of 
the land, Ihiglisli and Danish, by putting them at tlie head 
of the King’s personal force. Ilut it seems plain that the 
Earls showed little zeal in the Woody errand on which 
they were sent. Placed as they were, they could hardly 
avoid doing much mischief to property, but they were 
evidently determined to shed as little blood as might be. 

Their approach was well known ^ — most likely they tookWorcester 

. • j 1 biiriK'd aiK 

care that it should be well known — to those against whom tlie nhire 
they were coming. The inhabitants of the shire took 
shelter in various places, while the men of the city itself 
entrenched ^ themselves in an island of the Severn, whose 
name of Eeveregc reminds us of one of the losses whicli 
our national fauna has undergone.^ They held out for 
four days ; on the fifth peace was made, and they were al- 
lowed to go where they would. But the city was burned, 
and the army marched away with great plunder.'^ The 

' Fl. Wi,^. Faucoa vel e ci\ibus vel provincialibus ce}>crunt aut ucci- 
derunt, quia prjfccogriito adventu et>rum, provinciales <(uoquo locuruin 
fugerant.” 

Ib. ^^Munitione facta, tamdiu se viriliter adversuH 8U08 inimicoa 
defenderant.” 

^ The existence of the beaver in Britain within historical ineaiory soeniH 
proved by such names as Beverege, Beverley, perhaps, but less likely, 

Bever-jtone (ByfercHstan, Chron. Petrib. 1048) in Gloueestershire. Giraldus 
Cambrensis (Topog. Hibern. i. 21. p. 709 Camden) speaks of beavers in hia 
time in the Teifi, but in the Teifi only. 

^ The Worcester writer Heming seems inclined to make the most of the 
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vengeance of Harthaenut and ^Elfric was thus partly satis- 
fied, and the Archbishop, having thus witnessed the harry- 
ing of the diocese upon which he had been forced, seems to 
have been not unwilling to give back the see to its earlier 
possessor. As iElfric still held it at the time of the burn- 
ing of the city,^ it seems to follow that Lyfing’s reappoint- 
ment happened soon after this conclusion of peace. And 
it is a natural conjecture that the restoration of the popular 
prelate and the exclusion of the Northumbrian Metropolitan 
was one of the articles agreed on between the Earls and 
the citizens. Worcester has been happy in its Bishops in 
more than one great crisis of our history. Side by side 
with God wine we find Lyfing ; side by side with Harold 
we find Wulfstan; and in later times, when the part of 
Godwine is played again by Simon of Montfort, we find 
Walter of Cantelupe walking in the steps of Lyfing, and 
saying mass and hearing the confession of the martyred 
Earl on the morning of the fight of Evesham.^ 

Harthaenut had still another great crime in store ; but 
the burning of Worcester seems to have set the final seal 
to the shame and hatred which he had drawn upon himself 
among all classes of his people.^ It may have been a 
desperate effort to win back some measure of popularity 
which now led him to send for his half-brother Eadward out 
of Normandy.^ He could have had no personal aflection 

mischief. To his description of the Danegeld, quoted already (see above, 
p. 513), he adds that Harthaenut '^etiam totam istam provinciam hostili 
exercitu ferro et igne depopulavit.” 

^ “ JElfrico adhuc Wigomensem pontificatum tenente,’* says Florence, 
a significant expression, which seems silently to confirm the charge brought 
against .^Elfric of being the author of the whole business, 

* Robert of Gloucester, p. 558 ; 

“ \>e bissop Walter of Wurcetre asoiled horn alle l)ere, 
and prechede hom, |>at hii adde of de)? }>e lasse fere.” 

* Will. Malms, ii. 188. “ Contumeliam fam®, et amori suo detrimentum 

ingessit.'* 

* The coming of Eadward and his friendly reception by Harthaenut is 
asserted by all the Chronicles and 'by Florence; they do not distinctly 



RECALL OP EADWARD. 


523 


for a brother whom he had never scen^ and the influence 
of Emma would hardly have been exercised in Eadward’s 
favour. But the events of the next year showed that 
popular feeling was now veering round towards the ancient 
royal family. The memory of Ciiiit liad secured the 
throne to two of his sons in succession ; but this feeling 
could hardly have survived the evil deeds of Harold and 
Harthaenut. Harthaenut himself was childless; he was 
also, young as he was,^ in failing health.^ The recall of 
Eadward at once provided him with a successor in case 
of his death, and with one whose presence would be some 
support to him while he lived. Foreign writers tell us 
that he associated Eadward with him in the kingdom.'* 
For this statement there is no English authority, and it 
is not according to English customs. But to have given 
Eadward the government of a part of the kingdom, 
whether as Earl or as Under-king, would have been in 
no way wonderful. We do not however hear anything 
of such an arrangement; Eadward is set before us as 
living in great honour at his brother’s court, but no 
English writer describes him as holding any administrative 
office.^ 


affirm that Harthaenut sent for him, but it in surely a natural inference. 
The invitation is distinctly asserted by the Eneomiaat, p. 39. William of 
Malmesbury however (ii. 188) seems to imply that Eadward came unin* 
vited ; “Germanum Edward u m, annoste peregrinationis teedio, et spe fra- 
tern® necessitudinis, natalo solum revisentem, obviis, ut aiunt, mauibus 
excipiens indulgeutissime retinuit.’* 

^ Cnut married Emma in 1017. Harthaenut was therefore bom between 
1018 and 1023, when he risited Canterbury as a child. Chron. Wig. 1023. 

' ^ See the extract from William of Poitiers in p. 51 1. 

^ Enc. Emm. 39. “Fratemo correptus amore, nuncios mittit ad Ed- 
vardum, rogans ut venieng secum obtineret regnum.’* Saxo (202) assigns 
quite another motive ; “ Edvardum fratrem, quern ejusdem nominis [!] 
pater ex Immoe matrimonio sustulit, in regni societatem adsciscit ; non 
quod fratemo ilium adfectu coleret, sed ut ejus ambitionem munificentia ac 
liberalitate praecurreret, regnique parte poGtum totum cupere prohiberet.’* 

* Chronn. Abb. et Wig. “ He wunode j^a swa on his bro^Jor hirede, J>a 
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One thing however EaJward did, which, had men’s eyes 
been open to the future, would have seemed to them a sure 
sign of the evil to come. Emma had brought with her 
Hugh tlie French churl, who betrayed Exeter to the Haned 
So her son, even when coming back as a private man, 
brought with him the advanced guard of tliat second swarm 
of strangers who were finally to bring the land into 
bondage. Among other Frenclimen, Eadward brought 
with him to England his nephew Ralph, the son of his 
sister Godgifu by her first husband Hrogo of Mantes.'^ 
He must now have been a mere youth ; but he lived to 
be gorged with English wealth and honours, to bring his 
feeble force to oppose the champions of England, and to be 
branded in our history as “the timid Earl,”^ who sought 
to work improvements in English warfare, and himself 
turned and fled at the first sight of an armed enemy. 

The latest internal events of the reign of Harthaenut 
call our thoughts once more to the great Northumbrian 
earldom. They set vividly before us the unrestrained 
barbarism of that part of the kingdom. I have already 
described the strange career of IJhtred, and how he at last 
died, by the connivance of Cnut in his early days, but by 
the personal vengeance of an enemy whom he had himself 
unwisely omitted to slay.^ A fate almost literally the same 
now overtook one of his descendants and successors, whose 
story introduces us more directly to one of the great actors 
of the next reign. Uhtred, as we have seen, was suc- 
ceeded by his brother Eadwulf Cutel, at first, it would 
seem, under the superiority of the Danish Eric."’ The 

hwile {)e he leofode." FI. Wig. “ A fratre suo Heardeoanuto rege susceptus 
honorifice in curia sua mansit.” 

^ 8ee above, p. 317. 

* Ord. Vit. 655 C ; HiHt. Kamfi. c. 116. 

* “TimiduH dux Radulfus,” says Florence, 1055. 

* See above, pp. 330, 379, ® Sec Appendix KK. 
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reign of Eiulwulf was both short and inglorious; he did cnw vi. 
not long survive the defeat of the forces of Ins earldom at 
Carliam.^ lie was succeeded, but in tlie Bernician earldom 
only, by his nephew Ealdred, son of Ulitred by the dangliter 
of Bishop Ealdhun.- The new ICarl presently put to death Kaiaie l of 
Thurbrand the murderer of his hither. Whether this was puts Ttim- 
done by way of public justice or of private assassination 
does not appear, and the savage manners of the Northum- 
brian Danes most likely drew no very wide distinction 
between the two. But at all events tlie deadly feud went 
on from generation to generation. A bitter enmity raged 
between l^aldred and Thurbrand’s son (ku'l, evidently a 
powerful thegn.'^ The two, we are told, were constantly 
seeking each other’s liva's.*^ Common fritmds contrived to 
reconcile them, and, like Cnut and J'ladmund, they were 
more than reconciled; they became sworn brethnm. In 
this chal’aeter they undertook to go togetluu’ on a pil- 
grimage to Home ; ])ut this pious undcu’taking, like so 
manj^ other undertakings of that age, was hindered by 
stress of weather. lliey returned to Northumberland 
together. The reconciliation on ICaldred’s part had beem 
made in good faith; not so on the part of Carl. Tic nad is 
invited the Earl to liis house ; he received and feasted ^ 

him splendidly, and then, we are told, slew him in a wood, 
according to the most approved formula of assassination.'^ 

Ealdred was succeeded in Bernicia by his brother Eadwulf, Ka«lwnlf of 
The succession of the Earls of Yorkshire or Deira is less 

* See above, p. 379. ^ See Appendix KK. 

^ A Carl, apparently the same, signs several charters of Cnut, 

^ Sim. Dun. X Scriptt. 81 ; De Gestis, 204. 

5 Sim. Dun. 81. “Diutina marls tempestate impecliti, emptum iter 
jrelinquentes, domum sunt reversi." 

• See above, p. 327. This story has a mythical sound ; still a Imnting- 
party would give unusual opportunities both to commit such a murder and 

t. afterwards to represent it as an accident. The fate of William Ilufus is a 
S^miliar example. Simeon (p. 81) says that, in his time, the place of the 
feiiirder was marked by a small stone cross. 
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easy to trace^ but, at some time before this year, the 
Southern earldom must have come into possession of the 
famous Siward, whom we have already seen acting as its 
Earl at the burning of Worcester.^ Siward^ surnamed 
Digera or the Strong,^ was a Dane by birth. His gigantic 
stature, his vast strength and personal prowess, made him 
a favourite hero of romance. He boasted of the same 
marvellous pedigree as Ulf ; perhaps indeed Siward and 
Ulf might claim a common forefather on the non-human 
side. His name is attached to several charters of the 
reign of Cnut, but he does not seem to have risen to 
Earl’s rank in his time. He married ^thelfla3d,‘^ a daughter 
of Earl Ealdred, a marriage which seems to have been his 
only connexion with the house of the Northumbrian Earls. 
Whether he laid any claim to the Bernician earldom in 
right of his wife it is hard to say; he was at any rate 
ready to abet the criminal designs of Harthacnut against 
its present possessor. Eadwulf seems to have been a ruler 
of more vigour than his uncle of the same name ; at least 
we hear, though rather darkly, of a devastating campaign 
carried on by him against the Britons, a name which here 
can mean only the inhabitants of Strathclyde.^ He was 
however in ill odour at the court of Harthacnut ; probably 
he and the men of his earldom had been among the fore- 
most in pressing the claims of Harold. He now came to 
make his peace with the King, and was received by him 
to full friendship.® But Harthacnut was as little bound 

^ See above, p. 520. 

* Will. Malms, iii. 253. On the origin of Siward, see Appendix WWW. 

* Ealdred (Sim. Dun. 82) had five daughters, three of whom were named 
** Elfleda/* that is, I suppose^ .^Ethelflsed. Of these Siward married one, 
who was the mother of the famous Waltheof. Did the two other ^thelflseds 
die in infancy? 

* Sim. Dun. Do Gestis, 204. *‘Qui, quum superbia extolleretur, Brit- 
tones satis atrociter devastavit.*’ 

* Ib. “ Sed tertio post anno, quum ad Hardecanutum reconciliandus in 
pace venisset, interfectus eat a Siwardo,” So the Abingdon and Worcester 
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by his plighted faith as Carl. As Cnut had allowed or chap. vi. 
commanded the slaughter of Uhtred at the hands of Tliur- 
brand, Hartbacnut now allowed or commanded the slaughter by Siward, 
of Eadwulf at the hands of Siward the husband of his taiuH all 
niece. The murderer forthwith obtained the whole earldom j^pjand”^ 
of Northumberland from the Humber to the Tweed, but it 
would seem from the words of a local writer that he ob- 
tained possession of it only by force.^ Oswulf, the young Oswulf 
son of Eadwulf, did not obtain any share of the ancient 
heritage of his house, till he was invested with a sub- 
ordinate government on the very eve of the Norman 1065. 
Conquest. 

The Bernician earldom was thus disposed of. Early in Death of 
the next year Harthacnut had also the disposal of the ^admund. 
Bernician bishopric. The King was, it would seem, keep- Hartha- 
ing the Midwinter festival at Gloucester,^ and Bishop the see of 
Eadmund was in attendance. He died while at the court, 
and his body was taken to Durham for burial. Harthacnut 1041-2. 
presently sold the see to one Eadred, who seems to have 
given nearly equal olfcnce by his simony and by the fact 
of his being a secular priest.^ It is set down as a mark 
of divine vengeance that he did not like to take full 
possession of the see. At the time appointed for his 

Chronicles, 1041; “And on fison geare eac swdc HarSaenut Eadulfe 
under grySe, and he was ])a wedloga.’* This independent statement gives 
the strongest possible confirmation to Simeon’s whole story. Florence does 
not mention the murder of Eadwulf. 

^ Sim. Dun. u. s. “ Siwardus, qui post ilium totius provincias Northan- 
hymbrorum, id est ab Humbra usque Twedam, comitatum habuit.” Ann, 

Dun. 1043. ** Comes Siward vastavit Northanhymbrorum provinciam.” 

This seems to be put during the ten months of the imperfect episcopate of 
Eadred. 

’ Sim. Hist. Dun. iii. 9. p. 33. “Defunctus est in Glocestre, quum apud 
regem ibidem moraretur.” Gloucester was, at least under Eadward and 
William, the usual place for the Midwinter festival. Chron. Petrib. 1087, 

Eadward also is found at Gloucester somewhat earlier in the year. Flor. 

Wig. 1043. 

Simeon (Hist. Dun. iii. 9) says, “ Prsesulatum illiua ecclesise primus ex 
ordine clericali featin vit obtinere.” See above, p. 507. 
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installation, he fell suddenly ill^ and died in the tenth 
month from his nomination.^ 

The reign of Ilarthacnut was now drawing to an end. 
As far as it is possible to make out anything from the 
tangled mazes of Scandinavian history and legend, it 
would seem that he was engaged in another war with 
Magnus after he had fixed himself in England.^ He 
had left as his lieutenant in Henmark his cousin Swegen, 
the son of Ulf and Estrith. Swegen came to England 
for help against IMagnus,’^ and was despatched to Denmark 
a second time with a fleet. He was defeated by the 
Norwegian King, and came back to England.^ Hut he 
found his royal cousin no more. Ilarthacnut died during 
his absence, by a death most befitting a prince whose 
chief merit was to have provided four meals a day for 
his courtiers. “This year/’ say the Chronicles, “died 
Harthaenut as he at his drink stood.” It was at the 
marriage-feast of Tol'ig the Proud, a great Danish Thegn, 
who held the office of standard-bearer,*^ with Gytha, 
the daughter of Osgod Clapa, a man who fills a eon- 
siderable space in the annals of the next reign Tofig 
is chiefly memorable as the first beginner of that great 
foundation at Waltham which is so inseparably connected 

^ So I understand the words (Sim. Dun. u. s.), “ Intraturus qni[)pe cccle- 
siam, subita infirmitate corripitur, decidensque in lectum, decirno mense 
moritur.” 

^ So at least it would appear from Adam of Bremen, ii. 74. “ Magnus 

statim inva lens Daniam, possedit duo re^ma, Hardechnut rege Danorum 
cum exercitu morante in Anglia.” But it is hard to make this agree with 
the Saga of Magnus, which speaks of no occupation of Denmai k by Magnus 
till after Harthaenut’s death. 

* Adam, ii. 73. * Ib. 74. 

® Chronn. Ab. et Wig. “ Her forSferde HarSaenut swa J)a)t he set his 
drince stod.” 

« See Appendix XXX. 

^ “ Osgodus Clapa, magnse vir potentige,” says Florence. The Waltham 
writer De Invention e (c. 13) corrupts Clapa into Scalp, and his daughte.rs 
name into Glitha. 
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kTith the memory of our last native King. He held chap. vi. 
large estates in Somerset, Essex, and elsewhere. Accord- 
ing to the legend, a miraculous crucifix was found on 
his lordship of Lutgaresbury in Somerset, on the top of 
the peaked hill from which the place in later times 
took its name of Montacute. For the reception of this 
revered relic he built a church on his estate of Waltham 
in Essex, and made a foundation for two priests. The 
place was then a mere wilderness, unmarked by any 
town, village, or church ; Tofig had only a hunting-seat 
in the forest. But along with the building of the church, 
he gathered a certain number of inhabitants on the spot, 
and thus, like Ealdhun at Durham, founded the town as 
well as the minster of Waltham.^ This was in the days 
of Cnut. Tofig must have been an elderly man at 
the time of his marriage with Gytha, — his eulogist indeed 
tells us that his youth was renewed like that of the eagle.^ 

His son iEthelstan was of an age. to take a share in public 
affairs, and his grandson Ansgar was able to hold great 
oflSces a few years later. Gytha then can hardly fail 
to have been his second wife, and he seems not to have 
long survived his marriage. But the bridal, held at the 
house of Gytha’s father at Lambeth, was. honoured with 
the presence of the King. As Harthacniit arose at the 
wedding-feast to propose the health of the bride,'* he 
fell to the ground in a fit accompanied by frightful 
struggles,^ and was carried out speechless by those who 

^ De Inv. i-io. The first inhabitants were sixty-six persons who were 
cured by the relic, and who devoted themselves to its honour. “De 
quibus ... in prirais instituia est villa Walthamensis, nam antea nihil erat 
in loco nisi vile domicilium ad succiirrendum quum caussa venandi accederet 
illuc heros ille." This happened “ regnante Cnuto et Anglis imperante** 

* lb. 7. “ Ei prse gaudio a senectute et senio [a subtle distinction], sicut 
aquihe, juventus renovatur.'' 

* FI. Wig. “ Dum . . . laetus, sospes, et hilaris, cum sponia praedicta et 
quibusdam viris bibens staret.” Cf. Chron. Petrib. 

* Chronn. Ab. et Wig “ Mid egeslicum angiune.'* 

VOL. !• Mm 
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were near him. He died, and his body was carried to 
Winchester and buried by that of his father Cnut in the 
Old Minster.^ With him the direct line of Cnut came 
to an end. The times were such that the land could 
not long abide without a King. Even before the burial 
of Harthacnut another great national solemnity had taken 
place. If Swegen cherished any hopes of the English 
succession, they vanished when, on his return to England, 
he found a son of ^Ethelred already called to the throne 
of his fathers. “ Before the King buried were, all folk 
chose Eadward to King at London.”^ 


End of 
the pre- 
liuiinary 
part of the 
history. 

The 

Noruian 
Conquest 
begins 
with the 
election of 
Eadward. 


I have thus gone through the whole of that part of 
my history which I look upon as introductory to its 
main subject. We have now gone through all the events 
which form the remoter causes of the Norman Conquest. 
The accessio-n of Eadward at once brings us among the 
events which immediately led to the Conquest, or rather 
we may look upon his accession as the first stage of the 
Conquest itself. Swegen and Cnut had shown that it 
was possible for a foreign power to overcome England 
by force of arms. The misgovernment of the sons of 
Cnut hindered the formation of a lasting Danish dynasty 
in England; the throne of Cerdic was again filled by a 
son of Woden; but there can be no doubt that the shock 
given to the country by the Danish Conquest, especially 
the way in which the ancient nobility was cut off in 
the long struggle with Swegen and Cnut, directly opened 
the way for the coming of the Norman. Eadward did 
his best, wittingly or unwittingly, to make the path of 
the Norman still easier. This he did by accustoming 
Englishmen to the sight of strangers — not national kins- 


* Chronn. Petr, et Cant. The latter adds, “ His moder for his sawle giet 
into niwan mynstre S. Valentines heafod Sas martires,*’ 

* See the next Chapter and Appendix YYY. 
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nen like Cnut^s Danes, but Preuclimen, men of utterly vi. 
ilien speech and manners — enjoying every available place 
)f honour or profit in the country. The great national 
reaction under God wine and Harold made England once 
more England for a few years. But this change, happy 
as it was, could not altogether do away with the cfTects 
of the French tastes of Eadward. With Eadward then 
the Norman Conquest really begins, and his election there- 
fore forms the proper break between these two great 
divisions of my subject. The men of the generation Position 
before the Conquest, the men whose eyes were not to leadin**- 
behold the event itself, but who were to do all that 
could do to hasten or to delay it, are now in the full thu next 
maturity of life, in the full possession of power, l^adward 
is on the throne of England ; Godwine, Lcofric, and 
Siward divide among them the administration of the 
realm. The next generation, the warriors of Stamford- 
briclge and Senlac, of York and Ely, are fast growing 
into manhood. Harold Hardrada is already following 
his wild career of knight-errantry in distant lands, and 
is astonishing the world by his exploits in Russia and 
in Sicily, at Constantinople and at Jerusalem. Swegen 
Estrithson is still a wanderer, not startling men by wonders 
of prowess like Harold, but schooling liimself and gather- 
ing his forces for the day when he could establish a 
lasting dynasty in his native land. In our own land, 
the younger warriors of the Conquest, Eadwine and Mor- 
kere and Waltheof and Here ward, were ])robably born, 
but they must still have been in their cradles or in 
their mothers’ arms. *But among the leaders of Church 
and State, Ealdred, who lived to place the crown on the 
head both of Harold and of William, was already a great 
prelate, Abbot of the great house of Tavistock, soon to 
succeed the patriot Lyfing in the chair of Worcester. 

Stigand, climbing to greatness by slower steps, was 

M m 
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already the chosen counsellor of Emma, a candidate for 
any post of dignity and influence that chance might open 
to him. Wulfstan, destined to outlive them all, had 
begun that career of quiet holiness, neither seeking for, 
nor shrinking from, responsibility in temporal matters, 
which distinguishes him among the political and military 
prelates of that age. In the house of Godwine that group 
of sons and daughters were springing up which for a 
moment promised to become the royal line of England. 
Eadgyth was growing into those charms of mind and 
person which perhaps failed to win for her the heart 
of the King who called her his wife. Gyrth and Leof- 
wine were still boys ; Tostig was on the verge of man- 
hood ; Swegen and Harold were already men, bold and 
vigorous, ready to march at their father’s bidding, and 
before long to affect the destiny of their country for 
evil and for good. Beyond the sea, William, still a 
boy in years, but a man in conduct and counsel, was 
holding his own among the storms of a troubled mi- 
nority, and learning those arts of the statesman and the 
warrior which fitted him* to become the wisest ruler of 
Normandy, the last and greatest Conqueror of England. 
Thus the actors in the great drama are ready for their 
parts; the ground is gradually clearing for the scene oi 
their performance. The great struggle of nations and 
tongues and principles in which each of them had his 
share, the struggle in which William of Normandy and 
Harold of England stand forth as worthy rivals for the 
noblest of prizes, will form the subject of the next, the 
chief and central portion of my history. 
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NOTE A. p. 13. 

The use of the word “English.” 

My readers will doubtless have remarked — indeed I have, in 
the text, expressly called their attention to tlie fact — that, in 
speaking of tlie Teutonic inhabitants of Britain looked at as a 
whole, I always use the word “English,” iievertlic words “Saxon” 
or “Anglo-Saxon,” wluch arc more commonly in use. I do this 
advisedly, on more grounds than one. I hold it to l)e a sound 
rule to speak of a nation, as fiir as may be, by tlie name l)y which 
•it called itself in tlie age of which we are Bj)eaking. This alone 
would be reason enough for using the word “ English” and no 
otlier. But besides this, the common way of talking alanit “ Saxons” 
and “Anglo-Saxons” leads to various confusions and miscon- 
ceptions; it ought tliercfore to be avoided on that ground still 
more than on the otlier. 

I am not aware of any instance in which a Teutonic inliabitant 
of Britain, living before the Norman Conquest, and speaking in 
liis own tongue and in his own name of the whole nation formed 
by the union of the various Teutonic tribes in Britain, uses the 
word “Saxon.” “Engle,” “Angcl-cyn,” are tlie words always used. 
The only exceptions, if we can call them cxcejitions, are certain 
charters in which the King of the English is called “ King of the 
Anglo-Saxons.” Of these 1 shall presently speak (see below, p. 
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540, and Appendix B). But I am not aware that the word 
“Anglo-Saxon” is ever used in English writings except in the 
royal style, and even there it is excessively rare. It is quite 
certain that the word “ Anglo-Saxon” was not used, any more 
than the word “ Saxon,” as the ordinary name of the nation. 
An inhabitant of one of the real Saxon settlements might indeed 
call himself a Saxon as opposed to his Anglian or Jutish neigh- 
bours. But even in this case it is remarkable that we very 
seldom find the word “ Saxon” used alone. It is almost always 
coupled with one of its geographical adjuncts, “West,” “East,” or 
“South.” Cuthred’s army at Burford (sec pp. 38, 517) is not 
spoken of as the “Saxon” but as the “ West-Saxon” host, even 
though its adversaries were Angles. But the word “Saxon” is 
never used, in the native tongue, to express either the whole 
nation or any part of it which was not strictly Saxon. On the 
other hand, the words “Engle” and “Angcl-cyn” are constantly 
used to express, not only the whole nation, but particular parts 
of it which were not strictly Anglian. The Chronicles use the 
words in this sense from the very beginning. They expressly 
tell us that Hengest and Horsa were, in strictness, not Angles, 
but Jutes; yet their followers are called “Engle” (473), and the 
Teutonic j^ettlers as a whole are called “Angcl-cyn” (449). One 
single passage in the Chronicles (605), which has another look, 
I shall have presently to speak of as being most distinctly an 
exception which proves the rule. “ Engle,” in short, in native 
speech, is the name of the whole nation, of which the “ Seaxe” 
are a part. 

On the other hand, for reasons which I have already stated 
(see p. 13), all the Teutonic settlers in Britain have always been 
known to their Celtic neighbours as “Saxons,” They were so 
in the fifth century ; they are so still. In the Pictish Chronicle, 
for instance, Lothian is always “ Saxonia.” On the continent 
too the word was sometimes used to describe the Teutonic 
settlers in Britain before they were fully consolidated into one 
kingdom. At the very beginning Prosper (see Appendix C) 
talks of Saxons, while Frokopios (see above, pp. 22, 31) talks 
of "'AyytXot. As Gregory the Great calls the Jutish jEthelberht 
“Rex Anglorum” (Beeda, Hist. Eccl. i. 32), so Einhard speaks 
of certain Northumbrians, who therefore were strictly Angles, as 
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5axons. Ealhwine (Alcuin), who was certainly a Northumbrian, 
s called (Vita Karoli, 25) Saxonici generis homo,” and one 
Kaldwiilf, who seems also to have been a Northumbrian, appears 
(Annals, 808) as ^‘de ipsa Britannia, natione Saxo/' But I 
suspect that this way of speaking was peculiar or nearly so to 
Einhard. A generation earlier, Paul AVarncfrid has several pass- 
ages which illustrate the uncertain way in which the Teutonic 
settlers in Britain were for a. long time spoken of on the Continent. 
But though he uses the words ^‘Angli” and ‘CSaxones” as it 
might seem indiscriminately, there is no case in which it is clear 
that he applies the Saxon name to any but real Saxons, while 
he uses the Anglian name to take in those who were not real 
Angles. First of all, in ii. 6 the Saxons who joined in Alboin's 
invasion of Italy are distinguished as vetuli Haxoncs.” In iii. 25 
he records the conversion of the English, how ‘‘ Beatiis Gregorius 
Augustinum, .... in Britanniam misit, eorumcpie priedicatioue ad 
Chi'istum Anglos convertit.” In v. 30 we read of the “ ccclesim 
Anglorum/^ but in c. 32 the banished prince Bcrtarid “ad Britan- 
niam insulam Saxouumqne regem proporare disponit and in 
c. 33, “navem ascendit ut ad Britanniam insulam ad rognuni 
Saxonum transmcarct.” Here a AVest-Saxon King is doubtless 
meant. In vi. 28 we find two persons, seemingly Ine and his 
wife Allthelburh, described in the text as “ duo reges Saxonum,'" 
and in the heading as “duo Anglorum reges.” Lastly, in vi. 37 
tlie fashion of pilgrimage is attril>utcd to “ multi Anglorum gentis 
nobiles et ignobiles;” and in the same chapter Saxoncs is used 
in its common meaning of Old-Saxons. Altogether, “Anglus” 
is the received and usual name even from the carliesf times; it 
became more usual as time went on, and after the nation was 
consolidated, when the “ Rex Anglorum” was known on the con- 
tinent as a great potentate, any other way of speaking altogether 
died out, and foreign nations always spoke of us as we spoke of 
ourselves. The opposition between “Saxon” and “Norman,” so 
commonly made by modern writers when speaking of the days 
of the Conquest, is never found in any contemporary writer of 
any nation. The rule on this head during the period of the 
Conquest is very plain. In the English Chronicles, in Domesday 
and other legal documents, and in the Bayeux Tapestry, the 
opposition is made between “French” and “ English.” “ The King’s 
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men, French and English,*’ form an exhaustive division. In Latin 
writers, especially those on the Norman side, the opposition is 
made between '' Normans” and ‘‘English.” “Normans” and 
“ Saxons” are not opposed till long after. The earliest instance 
that I know of the usage is in Eobert of Gloucester, who opposes 
“Normans” and “Saxons” exactly as Thierry does, in verses 
which Thierry has not inappropriately chosen fur the epilogue 
of his work ; 

“Of }>e Normannes be]) |>ys hey men, jjat be|) of ))ys lond, 

And ]>e losve men of Saxons, as ych understonde.” 

(Vol. i. p. 363, ed. 1810,) 

It is possibly owing to the comparative laxity of the foreign 
use of the words that even the native use is not quite so strict in 
Latin writings as it is in those which are composed in the native 
tongue. Native writers, when following, or translating from, 
Welsh authorities, often follow the Welsh usage, and use the 
word “ Saxones” in positions where, if they had been speaking 
in their own persons, they would ceidainly have used the word 
“Angli.” There is one instance, and, as far as I know, one 
instance only, of this Welsh usage having made its way into 
the English speech. In the entry in the Chronicles under the 
year 605, the word “ Saxon” does occur for once in the wider 
sense. But the word is not used by the Chronicler in his own 
person, nor is it put into the mouth of any Angle or Saxon. It 
is found in a speech of Augustine to the Welsh Bishops ; “ Gif 
Wealas nellaS sibbe wiS us, hy sculon set Seaxena handa for- 
wur?5an,” a prediction which was accom])lislied by the invasion 
of the Anglian iEthelfrith. Here is a story, probably preserved 
by Welsh tradition, in which a Roman speaking to Welshmen 
is made to adopt a Welsh form of speech. The contrast between 
this passage and the ordinary language of the Chronicles makes 
the ordinary usage still more marked. In Latin the usage is more 
common. Asser, as a Welshman, naturally speaks of “Saxones,” 
and his so speaking is a strong proof of the genuineness of his 
work. Florence of Worcester therefore, in that part of his 
Chronicle in which he copies Asser, keeps Asser’s language, and 
speaks of “Saxones,” whereas, when speaking in his own words 
or translating from the English Chronicles, he speaks of “Angli’* 
from the beginning. No doubt the subjects of iElfred,' the books. 
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poems, &c. to which the name “Saxon"' is thus applied, wore 
strictly Saxon; hut no West-Saxon, speaking in his own tongue, 
would have called them so. iElfred calls his own tongue “ English,’" 
and nothing else ; but Asser naturally called it “ Saxon.” So 
Bseda, as long as draws from Welsh sources or repeats Welsh 
traditions, uses the words “Angli” and “Saxones” almost in- 
discriminately (Hist. Eccl. i. 14, 15, 22); but, as soon as he begins 
ffiirly to speak in his own person, he always uses “Angli” (i. 
23 et seqq.). Exactly the same distinction will be found in 
the use of the words by A^lthelweard and Henry of Huntingdon, 
who constantly use the word “ Saxoncs” in what we may call 
the Welsh stage of their histories. But Henry uses “Anglus” 
also from the beginning, and, when he gets fairly clear of AVelsh 
matters, he uses it exclusively. Tt is most curious to see him, 
as in the Prologue to the fifth Book, fall back on the Welsh 
way of speaking when he has to make a summary of what has 
gone befoi'e. And as the Welsh way of speaking affected those 
writers, we find writers who had occasion to s[)cak of Pictisli 
matters affected in the like way by Pictish usage. Phus ylkldi 
or Eddius, the biographer of Wilfrith (c. 19, 20), speaking of 
the relations between Piets and Northumbrians, uses the Pictish 
mode of speech ; he s^ieaks of “ Saxones,” and says that the Piets 
“ subjcctionem Saxonum dcspiciebant.” 

Besides these instances of Celtic influence on English speech, 
it is not uncommon to find in the cliarters the word “Saxonice” 
used as a definition of language, where the vernacular definition 
would undoubtedly have been “on Englisc.” In West-Saxon 
charters the usage is in truth no more than wc might have looked 
foi\ The words and things spoken of were Saxon in the strict 
sense. Boeda too not uncommonly (iii. 7 et al.) uses “Saxon” as 
a descrij)tion of language ; but it is usually, if not always, when 
he is speaking of persons or jdaces wluch are strictly Saxon. 
He may therefore mean “Saxon” as opposed to “Anglian.” But 
the usage certainly now and then passes these bounds, and we 
find the word Saxon and its derivatives applied to objects which 
were not strictly Saxon. Thus in a charter of Ecgfritli of Mercia 
in 796 (Cod. Dipl. i. 207), we find the words “ celebri vico qui 
Saxonice vocatur set BaSum.” Though even here it is worth 
remarking that the place spoken of, though at that time under 
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Mercian rule, was in a district which was originally Saxon and 
which became Saxon again. So in a deed of Archbishop Oswald 
as late as 990 (Cod. Dipl. hi. 253) we read how a certain 
grant “ in ista cartula Sa.vonicis sermonihus apparet.'" Biit 
the land spoken of is in Worcestershire, also a district originally 
Saxon. It is more remarkable when in a charter of Archbishop 
Wnlfred in 82^ (Cod. Dipl. i. 280), the Synod of Clovesho is said 
to be de diversis Saxonice partibns congregatnin.'* As the docu- 
ment chiefly relates to Mercian affairs, it is clear that Saxonia" 
here means England generally. The word is used in the same 
sense at an earlier time in a petition of Wilfrith to Pope Agatho 
(Kddius, c. 29), ill which he describes himself as “ cpiscopns 
&axo 7 iiixJ* So again in the letter — whether genuine or not, matters 
little — of Eleutherins of Winchester in AVilliam of Malmesbury 
(^* 30), he is described as “ pontificatns Saxo 7 iicB gubcrnacula 
regens.'^ In this jmssage “Saxonia’" might mean Wessex; but 
Hwajtberht, Abbot of Wearmonth (Bioda, Hist. Abb. Wircmutli, 
e. 14. p. 329 Hussey), also calls himself ‘‘Abbas cumobii beatissimi 
a]>ostoloruin princii>is in Saxonia."' It should of course be re- 
membered that these are letters addressed to foreigners, and in 
which a foreign mode of speech is naturally adopted. Still, when 
I have these examples before me, and when I remember how late it 
was before the names “ Anglia” and “Englaland became thoroughly 
established in use, I am inclined to think that “ Saxonia” may be 
the older name of the two. We have seen (see p. 79) that the 
name Englaland dates only from the last period of the Danish 
wars ; the earliest use of it that I have come across .is not eai lier 
than the reign of ^thelred, being found in the treaty with Olaf 
and Justin in 991 (see p. 79, and below, Note DD). Here the 
word Enfjlaland., yE aglala^id^ is twice found. From the latter days 
of yEthelred and the reign of Cnut the territorial name becomes 
more and more commoidy used. (It is needless to say that the 
entry in the Canterbury Chronicle for 876 and the long insertion 
at 995 are not contemporary.) It would seem then that the name 
of England was first used in opposition, not to AVales or Scotland, 
but to the Scandinavian lands. As opposed to thtj lands of the 
Scot and the Briton the strict territorial name was rather Saxony 
than England, It was only natural that it should be so. The 
part of Biltain occupied by the Teutonic invaders, the Englii^h 
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laud as distinguished from the English people, would receive its 
first territoidal name from the Celts of the island, and that name 
would naturally be, as we have seen in the case of Tjothian, 
“ Saxonia/' In dealing with foreigners, even Englishmen iniglit, 
in the days of Wilfrith or Hwietbei'ht, use the only territorial 
name which their country had as yet ac(iuircd, and, in the days 
of Wulfred, the same word might be now and then used as a 
rhetorical flourish. I am therefore inclined to think that there 
is really more authority for calling England, as a wliole, Saxony,” 
than there is for calling Englishmen, as a whole, Saxons.” The 
Ijatin name A mjlia is most likely older than the English K mjlaland. 
But it is hard to say when it came into contemporary use. It 
seems to he unknown to Banla, but it is familiar to Tl^lthelweard. 
A rarer form, Angul-Saxonia,” “ Anglo-Saxonia,” is now and then 
found, as in a charter of Ea<hvard the Ehler in Cod. Dipl. v. 165, 
and in a doubtful charter of yEthelrcd (see below, p. 557). So in 
a Frankish ecclesiastical writer in Duchesne, Bor. Franc. Scriptt. i. 
665, Queen Balthild is said to come de ultramarinis partibus Angli- 
Saxonia\’^ Still, whatever may have been the case in earlier times, 
all these usages had died out long before the time of the Norman 
C-onquest. After all England and all Britain had been brought 
into subjection to a Saxon dynasty, wo hear no more about 
Saxons” or ^‘Saxony.” The latest instance that I can remember 
of ^^Saxonic(3” being used for ‘^011 Englisc” is in a passage of 
Florence of Worcester (1002, sec p. 306), where he says that 
the Norman Emma was Saxonice yl'ilfgiva vocata.” The ex- 
pression stands almost by itself; but it sliould be remembered 
that it is of the West-Saxon speech tliat it is used. Dining 
the period of the Comiucst, as the people are always Angli” and 
their land “Anglia,” so it is always the English language (“lingua 
Anglica or Anglicana”), never the Saxon, which contemporary 
writers opj:>ose to the French. 

The fact that the word “Saxon” is thus occasionally used in 
Latin, in cases where we always find “ English” used in the native 
tongue, is, I think, mainly to be attributed to the tendency, one 
which has more or less influence on almost all Latin writings then 
and since, to use expressions which sounded in any way grander or 
more archaic than those which were in common use. I suspect 
tliat the occasional use of “ Saxon ” instead of “ English ” was very 
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much of a piece with the use, not uncommon in the charters, of 

Albion '' to express Britain. To talk of ‘‘ Saxonia,” “ Saxonice,” 
&c. was doubtless one of the elegancies of the Kanzleistyl of those 
days. It is an archaism, just as when, in a charter of Eadwig 
(Cod. Dipl. ii. 324; cf. 391), we read of the Gewissi,'* a name 
which had passed out of use ages before. Once or twice we find 
“ Teutonice ” instead of either ‘‘ Anglice or Saxonice.^' The 
decrees of the Synod of Cealcyth in 787 (Labbe and Cossart, vi. 
1873) were published “tarn Latine quam Teutonice^ quo omnes 
intelligere possent.” So in the Encomium Emmse (ii. 18) we once 
find the word used where either English or Danish is intended, 
and the expression is an unusual and atfected one as applied to 
either. In a most remarkable story told by Giraldiis (Itin. Kamb. 
i. 6. p. 64 Dimock), a Welshman is said to speak to Henry the 
Second quasi Teutonice,^' and is presently answered Anglice.’’ 
But Giraldus elsewhere (i. 8. p. 77), in his curious philological 
discussion, distinguishes “Anglice” and ‘‘Teutonice,” though his 
“ Teutonice ^ does not seem to be //i^/i-Dutch. There can be no 
doubt that this use of “ Teutonice ” was simply an instance of “ the 
grand style.” It is less clearly so when Fordun (ii. 9) says that 
in Scotland “ duabus utuntur Unguis, Scotica videlicet et Theu- 
thonica.” For he writes at a time when men were just beginning to 
be unwilling to give the English name to the Teutonic speech of 
Scotland. But in earlier times we may be sure that, when men said 
either “Teutonice” or “Saxoiiice” instead of “Anglice,” the unusual 
word was chosen mainly as being finer. Still, in the great mass of 
instances, the use of the word “ Saxon, affected and archai.stic as it 
is, is still accurate. It is rarely used out of the strictly Saxon dis- 
tricts, while “ Anglus” and its derivatives are freely used out of the 
strictly AngUan districts. The title of “ Rex Saxonum,” so common 
in the age of JElfred, was, as I have elsewhere said (see p. 54), the 
most accurate which he could assume. Still it appears only as a 
Latin title ; in his vernacular will and his vernacular laws he is only 
“ King of the West-Saxons.” (See p. 52, and Cod. Dipl. ii. 114 ) 
It might be thought to have an English equivalent in the Abingdon 
Chronicle under 867, where we read, “ Her feng A^J^ered iEf)elbryhtes 
brojpor to Seaxna rice,^ but as all the other copies have “ West' 
Seaxna rice^^ it is most likely a slip of the pen. 

The name “ Anglo-Saxon,” though rare, is a genuine and ancient 
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description of the nation. There are some, though rare, vernacular 
examples of its use (see below, pp. 549, 556), to which I shall have to 
refer again. It is also used rather more commonly in Latin, as by 
Asser (M, H. B. 483 A), by Florence of Worcester (A. 1066), by 
Simeon of Durham (X Scriptt. 137). In the Latin charters, especially 
those of Eadwig, it is not uncommon (see the list in pp. 554““558). 
So in a charter of Eadward tlie Elder which has been quoted already 
(Cod, Dipl. V. 168, 169), as he calls the land ‘‘ AnguhSaxonia,'' 
so he twice calls himself “ Angul-Saxoniim rcx.^^ The word is not 
uncommon in foreign writers; it occurs for instance in the singular 
passage of Lambert of Herzfeld (1066) in which Harold is called 
Bex Angli-Saxonum.'’ To go back to earlier writers, it is found 
in Paul Warnefrid (iv. 23), where, describing tlic manners of the 
Lombards, he says, Vestirncnta eis erant laxa et maxime lintea, 
qualia Angli-Saxones habere solent.'^ In c. 37, “ Cunibertus rex 
Hermilindam c Saxonum Atiglorum generc duxit uxorem.” Here 
the name Eormenhild, cognate with the royal Kentish names Eor- 
menred, Eormenburh, Eormengyth, and Eormengild, seems to show 
almost for certain from what part of England the Lombard Kiiig 
brought his wife. But presently in vi. 15 the West-Sax on Cead- 
walla appears as “ Ccdoaldus rox Anglorum-Saxonum,** though in 
the heading he is ‘‘ Theodebaldus rex Angloru 7 ?i/^ (These passages 
show how fast the Anglian name was spieading over the Saxon 
and Jutish districts.) The comi)ound name is used also by Widu- 
kind in a very amusing passage (i. 8 ; cf. p. 567), where, Iiaving 
mentioned how certain Saxons settled in Britain, he adds, Et 
quia ilia insula in angulo quodam inaris sita est, AngVisaxones 
usque hodie vocitantur.” So Prudentius of Troyes (Pertz, i. 
449) calls HCthelwulf Edilvulfus rex Angliyruin-Saxonuyu!^ 
Elsewhere (i. 451) he gives him his usual title of “ Bex Occideiita- 
lium Saxonum.'' In another passage (i. 452) he records how in 
860 a Diinish fleet sailed ad Anglo-Saxones." And in a third, 
under the year 844 (Pertz, i. 441), Nortmanni Britanniam 
insulam ea quam maxime parte quam Angli-Saxones incolunt 
impetentes." So in the Annals of Quedlinburg (Pertz, iii. 32), 
Angli-Saxones in Britannia fidem percipiunt;" in those of 
Weissemburg, 1066 (Pertz, iii. 71), '‘Comes Willihelmus qui et 
Basthart (see voL ii. p. 582) Anglos- Saxones et regem illorum 
occidit regnumque obtinuit."' In the Annales Altahenses, 1066 



542 


APPENDIX. 


(Pertz, XX. 817), we hear of “ Angli-Saxonici.'' In the Life of 
Saint Boniface (Pertz, ii. 338) London or Lundenwich ’’ is so 
called “ Anglorum Saxo 7 mmqm vocabulo ; and in Aimon of 
Pleury (Pertz, ix. 375) Lewis the son of Charles the Simple flies 
‘‘ ad AmjJo-Saxones'' All these passages remind us of the ^^Prisci 
Latini,” and all are in the plural. Orderic too once or twice uses 
expressions to the same effect. Thus he (666 A) makes certain 
Normans say Saxones Anglos prostravimus.” Elsewhere he 
makes AVimund (525 B) speak of the original English conquerors 
as “ Angli-Saxones.’* Again, speaking in his own person (722 B), 
he recounts the Norman exploits, and adds, “ Hoc Itali et Guinili 
Saxonesque Angli usque ad internecionem experti sunt.'' And 
again in 887 B, where he is talking of Welsh matters and the pro- 
})hecies of Merlin, he speaks of Saxones Anglos, ([ui tunc pagani 
Ghristicolas Britones oppugnahant.” But these unusual phrases 
are clearly mere flourishes, just as when he calls the Byzantine 
Empire ‘‘ Ionia " and its inhabitants Danai " and ‘‘ Pelasgi.” 
The passage reminds one of the comment of William of Poitiers 
(137), where, after describing the valour of the English at Scnlac, 
he adds, “Gens equidem ilia natura semper in ferrum prompta 
fuit, descendens ab antiqua Saxonum origine ferocissimorum 
hominum.’' But he never calls the English of his own time 
“ Saxons." 

“ Anglo-Saxon " then, unlike “ Saxon," is a description which is 
fully justified by ancient authority. But it is quite clear that it 
is a description which never passed into common use. It is found 
mainly in charters and as a peculiarity of one or two writers, who 
doubtless thought that it had a grander or more learned sound than 
the usual name. The name by which our forefathers really knew 
themselves was “ English " and none other. Angli," “ Engle," 
“ Angel-cyn," “ Englisc," are the true names by which the Teutons of 
Britain knew themselves and their language. The people are the 
English, their tongue is the English tongue, their King is the King 
of the English. The instances of any other use are to be found in a 
foreign language, and are easily accounted for by exceptional causes. 
And even these exceptional usages had quite died away before 
the stage of our history with which we are immediately concerned. 
The people whom William overcame at Senlac, and over whom 
he was crowned King at Westminster, knew themselves and were 
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-cnown to their conquerors by the name of English and by the name 
jf English alone. 

But it is sometimes argued that, though our forefathers con- 
fessedly called themselves English, yet we ought, in speaking of 
them, to call them something else ; that, though yElfred called his 
own tongue English, we ought to correct him and call it Saxon. 
Now the presumption is surely in favour of calling any people by 
the name by which they called themselves, especially wlicn tliat 
name had gone on in uninterrupted use to our own days. Our 
national nomenclature has never changed for a thousand years. In 
the days of yl'^lfrcd, as now, the Englishman speaking in his own 
tongue called himself an Englishman. In the days of yElfred, as 
now, his Celtic neighbour called him a Saxon. As we do not now 
speak of ouvselycs by the name by which Welshmen and High- 
landers speak of us, some very strong reason indeed ought to be 
brought to show that we ought to speak of our forefatliers, not 
as they si)okc of themselves, but as Welshmen and Highlanders 
spoke of them. But the reason commonly given sj wings out of 
mere misconception and leads to further misconceptions. From 
some inscrutable cause, })eople fancy that tlie word Ihiglish cannot 
be rightly applied to the nation, its language, or its institutions, 
till after the Norman element has ]>een absoibed into it; that is, 
they fancy that nothing can be called English till it has become 
somewhat less English than it was at an earlier time. The tongue 
which yi^llfred, in the days of its imrity, called English, we must 
not venture to call English till the days when it had received a 
considerable infusion of FTench. Tliis notion springs from an 
utterly wrong conception of the liistory of our naticui. The refusal 
to call ourselves and our forefathers a thousand years back by the 
same name springs from a failure to take in the fact that our nation 
which exists now is the same nation as that which migrated from 
Germany to Britain in the fifth century. In the words of Sir 
Francis Palgrave, “ I must needs here j)ause, and substitute hence- 
forward the true and antient word English for the uuhistorical and 
conventional term Anglo-Saxon, an expression conveying a most 
false idea in our civil history. It disguises tJie continuity of affairs^ 
and substitutes the ajpjpearance of a new formation in the idace of a 
‘progressive evolution!' (Normandy and England, iii. 596.) People 
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talk of the “ English as a new nation which arose, In the 
thirteenth century perhaps, as a mixed race of which the “ Saxons” 
or “ Anglo-Saxons ” were only one element among several. Now 
in a certain sense, we undoubtedly are a mixed race, but not in the 
sense in which popular language implies. We are a mixed race in 
the sense of being a people whose predominant blood and speech 
has incorporated and assimilated with itself more than one foreign 
infusion. But we are not what our High-Dutch kinsmen call a 
Misclivolk, a mere colluvies geiituiyn, a mere jumble of races in 
which no one element is predominant. People run over the suc- 
cession of the various occupants of Britain — Romans, Britons, 
Saxons, Danes, Normans — sometimes as if they were races each of 
which ate up the one before it, sometimes as if they were, each in 
the same sense, component elements of the modern English nation. 
The correct statement of the case is much clearer and simpler, A 
Low-Dutch people, which took as its national name the name of 
one of its tribes, namely the Angles, settled in Britain in the 
fifth and sixth centuries. It has occupied the greater part of 
Britain ever since. It has ever since kept its unbroken national 
being, its national language, its national name. But it has at 
different times assimilated several foreign elements. The con- 
quered Welsh were, as far as might be, slaughtered or driven out ; 
but a small Welsh infusion into our language, and therefore no 
doubt a small Welsh infusion into our blood, is owing to the fact 
that the women were largely spared. A small Welsh element was 
thus assimilated. The Danish element, far greater in extent than 
the Welsh, hardly needed assimilation ; the ethnical difference 
between the Englishman and the Dane was hardly greater than the 
ethnical difference between one tribe of Englishmen and another. 
Lastly came the Norman, or rather French, element, which was 
also gradually assimilated, but not till it had poured a most im- 
portant infusion, though still only an infusion, into our institutions 
and our language. Thus, besides the kindred Danes, we have 
assimilated two wholly foreign elements, British and French, what 
our forefathers called Bret -Welsh and Gal -Welsh. But these 
elements are not coequal with the original substance of the nation. 
In all these cases, the foreign element was simply incorporated and 
assimilated into the existing Low-Dutch stock. The small Welsli 
element, the large Danish and French elements, were absorbed m 
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he predominant English mass. The Hriton and the Norman 

gradually became Englishmen. The kindred Dane of course 

became an Englishman with far greater ease. All adopted tlie 
English name; all adopted, while to some extent they modified, the 
English tongue. If we confine the name ‘‘ English ” to the men, 
the speech, the laws, of the time after the last assimilation had 
become complete, if we talk of Saxons ” as only one coe<iual 
element among others, we completely misrepresent the true history 
of our nation and our language. Such a way of speaking cuts us 
off from our connexion with our forefathers ; it wipes out the fact 
that we are the same people who came into this island fourteen 
Imndred years back, and not another peoj)le. We have absorbed 
some very important elements from various (juarters, but our true 
substance is still the same. AVe are like a Homan (ryca.v, some of 
whose members, by virtue of the law of adoption, were not Eahii 
or Coruelii by actual blood, hut which none the less was the 
Fabian or Cornelian (jens. If we allow ourselves to use, as people 
eoiistaiitly do, the words Saxon or Anglo-Saxon as chrono- 
logical terms, we altogether wipe out the fact of the imbrokeu life 
of our nation. People talk of Saxons and Anglo-Saxons as 
of races past and gone. Sometimes, especially in architectural 
disquisitions, they seem to fancy that all th<‘ Saxons ” lived at 
one time, forgetting that Harold is removed froiYi Ilengest by as 
many years as Charles the First is removed from Harold. A man, 
a word, a book, a building, earlier than 1066 is called Saxt)u 
whether the same man, word, book, or huildiug, after 1066 is 
“ Norman, I have never been able to find out. AValthcof, born 
before 1066, was of course a “Saxon;” wliat were the cliildren 
whom he begot and the buildings which lie built afti^r 1066 ] 
This chronological use of the word “ Saxon ” implies one of two 
alternatives; either the “Saxons” were exterminated by the 
Normans, or else the “Saxons” turned into Normans. l\ople 
talk of “the Saxon Period” and “the Norman Period,” as if 
they followed one another like the periods of geology, or 
like Hesiod's races of men. The “Norman Period ” is a phrase 
whicli may be admitted to express a time when Norman in- 
fluences were politically predominant. Wo may speak of a 
Norman period, as we may speak of an Angevin period or an 
Hanoverian period. But, if we are to talk of a “ Saxon period ” 
VOL. I. N n 
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at all, it is a period which began in 449 and which has not 
ended in 1877. 

The most grotesque instance of this confused sort of nomenclature 
is to be found in the technical language of unscientific philologers. 
The gradual result of the Norman Conquest on the Englisli language 
was twofold. The English language, like other languages, especially 
other Low-Dutch languages, was, at the time of the Conquest, 
already beginning to lose, in popular speech at least, the fulness 
and purity of its ancient inflexions. This process the Norman 
Conquest hastened and rendered more complete. It also brought 
in a great number of foreign words into the language, many 
of which supplanted native words. The result of these two pro- 
cesses is that the English of a thousand years back, like the 
Scandinavian or the High-Dutch of a thousand years back, is now 
unintelligible except to those who specially study it. But the 
English language has never either changed its name or lost its 
continuity. In the eyes of the scientific philologer, it is the same 
English tongue throughout all its modifications. But by unscien- 
tific philologers, the language, from some utterly mysterious cause, 
is not callefi English until the two processes of which I speak are 
accomplished. Before those processes begin, it is “ Saxon ” or 
‘^Anglo-Saxon;’^ while they are going on, it is Semi-Saocon ^'* — 
a name perhaps the most absurd to be found in the nomenclature 
of any human study. It is manifest that, with such a nomencla- 
ture as this, the true history of the English language and its 
relation to other Teutonic languages never can be understood. 

One word as to the name “ Anglo-Saxon.” I have shown that 
it is a real ancient name, used, though very rarely, in English 
documents, and somewhat more commonly in Latin ones. But it 
was always a mere formal description; it never became the familiar 
name of the nation. The meaning of the word also is commonly 
completely misconceived. In modern use “Anglo-” is a prefix 
which is used very freely, and which is certainly used in more 
than one meaning. We have heard of “Anglo-Saxons,” “Anglo- 
Normans,” “ Anglo-Americans,” “ Anglo-Indians,” “ Anglo-Catlio- 
lics.” I cannot presume to guess at the meaning of the prefix m 
the last formation; but I conceive “Anglo-Normans” to mean 
Normans settled in England, and “Anglo-Americans” to mean 
Englishmen settled in America. By “ Anglo-Saxons,” I conceive, 



THE USE OF THE WORD “ ENGLISH.” 


547 


ia the vulgar use of the word, is meant Saxons who settled iii 
England (meaning of course in Britain), as opposed to the Old- 
Saxons who stayed in Germany. It is as when Henry of Hunting- 
don (M. H. B. 708 C) inaccurately talks of an '^adventus Saxouuin 
in Angliam,” while the accurate Bgeda (Hist. Eccl. i. 23) talks of 
the “ adventus Anglorum in Brittaniam,” And it would seem 
that this really was the sense in wliicli the compound name was 
used by some of the foreign writers. Indeed, as soon as tlie 
Teutonic part of Britain came to be commonly known by the 
name of ‘‘ Anglia,” some such phrase as Anglo-Saxoncs ” would 
be, from a continental point of view, not an unnatural description 
of the Saxons of the island as distinguished from those of the 
mainland. It is plain that all remembrance of continental 
“Angli” must have passed away from tlie mind of Widukind 
when he made the grotesque derivation — one not all peculiar to 
himself — which was quoted in p. 541. But this is not the meaning 
of the word “ Anglo-Saxon ” as used by Asser, Elorence, and King 
A^thelstan. King of the Anglo-Saxons,” as a title of yKthelstan 
or Eadred, meant sim})ly ‘‘ King of the Angles and Saxons,” a 
way of describing him which was clearly more correct, thougli far 
less usual, than the common style of Hex Anglorum.” In the 
ancient Coronation Service (see vol. iii. chaq). xi. and Appendix E ; 
Selden’s Titles of Honour, 116), in the same j>raycr we twice i cad 
‘‘Anglorum vcl ( = et) Saxonum,” once “ Anglo-Saxonum.” TJie 
latter form is clearly a mere abbreviation, perhaj)s a mere clerical 
error. That, under a purely Saxon dynasty, the title of “ Ilex 
Anglorum became regular and universal, that “Bex Saxouum ” 
died completely out, that “ Ilex Anglo-Saxonum ” was always 
rare, is the most overwhelming proof that “ English ” was the 
real and only recognized name of the united nation, “Anglo- 
Saxon ” then, in certain positions, is a perfectly correct descrip- 
tion, But it is dangerous to use it, because it is so extremely 
liable to misconstruction. Again, its correct use is so very 
narrow, that the term becomes almost useless. It has no real 
meaning except in the plural. It is quite correct to call A^thelstan 
“ King of the Anglo-Saxons,” but to call this or that subject of 
JEthelstan “ an Anglo-Saxon ” is simply nonsense. I have as yet 
only once lighted on the use of the word in the singular, namely in 
the Vita Alchuini, ii (Jafife, Monumenta Alcuiniana, p. 25), where a 
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certain priest Is described as Engelsaxo/’ See Mullinger, Schools 
of Charles the Great, 113. As a chronological term ‘^Anglo-Saxon ” 
is equally objectionable with Saxon ” The “Anglo-Saxon period/' 
BO far as there ever was one, is going on still. 

I speak therefore of our forefathers, not as “ Saxons ” or 
even as “Anglo-Saxons,” but as they spoke of themselves, as 
Englishmen — “ Angli,” “Engle," “ Angel-cyn." I call their 
language, not “Saxon" or even “Anglo-Saxon,” but, as iElfred 
called it, “ English." I thus keep to the custom of the time of 
which I speak, and I also avoid the misconception and confusion 
which must follow any other way of speaking. But the ditferent 
shapes which names have taken in later times allow us to make 
an useful distinction between the two uses of the same word. 
In Latin it was necessary to use the single word “Anglus” to 
express both the whole nation and one particular part of it. But 
we can now speak of the whole nation as “ English,” while we can 
speak of the tribe from which the nation borrowed its name as 
“ Anglian.” When I wish pointedly to distinguish the men, the 
language, or the institutions of the time before 1066 from those of 
any time after 1066, I speak distinctively of “ Old-English," as our 
kinsmen speak of “ Alt-Deutsch." 

I now leave the subject with a reference to the golden words of 
Sir Francis Palgravc, England and Normandy, iii. 630-2. 

NOTE B. pp. 28, 133. 

The Bretwaldadom and the Imperial Titles. 

It is almost impossible, after the connexion between them which 
Sir Francis Palgrave so earnestly strove to establish, to treat the 
question of the Bretwaldas apart from the question of the Imperial 
titles borne by the English Kings of the tenth and eleventh cen- 
turies. The unbroken connexion between the two is the very 
life and soul of his theory. And in discussing the matter we must 
never forget that it is to Sir Francis Palgrave, more than to any 
other scholar, that we owe the assertion of the great truth, without 
which all mediaeval history is an insoluble puzzle, that the Roman 
Empire did not come to an end in the year 476, but that the 
Empire and Imperial ideas continued to be the very life of Euro- 
pean politics for ag^s after. On this head I must refer my readers 
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to Mr, Bryce’s brilliant Essay on the Holy Homan Empire, where 
the whole doctrine is drawn out with wonderful clearness and 
power. (See also Historical Essays, First Series, p. 126.) But 
Sir Francis Palgrave, as usual, made too much of bis theory ; his 
very learning and ingenuity carried him away. The Imperial 
doctrine itself, as put forth by him, was greatly exaggerated, and 
connecting, as he did, tlie Bretwaldadom with the later Imperial 
style, he was disposed to make as much as possible of the Bretwalda- 
dom. Mr. Kemble, on the other hand, is ecpially disposed to make 
as little as possible of the Bretwaldadom, and I must say that he 
slurs over the question of the Imperial titles in a strange wa3^ In 
both ])arts of the controversy, Sir Francis Palgrave may have given 
a wrong explanation ; but he has at least given a very elaborate and 
ingenious explanation. Mr. Kemble leaves passages which must 
have some meaning without any explanalion at all. For my own 
part, I cannot help adding that, years ago, when I first began the^^e 
studies, I was altogether carried away by the fascination of Sir 
Francis Palgravc’s theories. I soon saw their exaggerated cha- 
racter, and how utterly unfounded a great part of iliem were. I 
was thus led to go too far the other way, and altogether to cast 
aside the notion of any Imperial sovereignty in our Kings. Later 
thought and study have at last brought mo to an intermediate posi- 
tion, for which I trust that stronger grounds will be found than 
for either of the extremes. 

The name liretwcdda comes from the well-known passage in the 
Chronicles under the year 827, where it is found only in the 
Winchester version, all the others having different si)elling8, Bry- 
temvahla, Bretanemveahla, Brytettivealddy J>ryteiiwcald, The only 
other place that I know where any of these forms or anything like 
them occurs is in a charter of ^thelslan in 934, in which that 
King is described (Cod. Dipl. v. 218) as Ongol-Saxna cyning and 
Brytoenwalda ealloeH ^yf^es iylandces;” the I.atin equivalent (p. 217) 
is ** Angul-Saxonum necnon et totius Britanniae rex, gratia Dei 
regni solio sublimatus.” Mr. Kemble (ii. 13, 20) argues that the 
reading Bretwalda is a false one, and that the meaning wielder^ ruUr^ 
or Emperor of Britain, or 0/ Britons, is altogether wrong. He takes 
the true reading to be Brytenwealda, which he derives from the 
adjective hryien, so as to mean wide ruler, quoting the word Bryten- 
cyning and other similar cognates as compound forms. As a piece 
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of Teutonic scholarship Mr, Kemble is most likely right, hut I doubt 
whether his correction of the etymology is of much strictly his- 
torical importance. When the entry in the Chronicles was made, 
the title must have been familiar, and it must have conveyed some 
meaning. And the forms Bretwalda and BretaneMivealda seem clearly 
to show that those who used those forms meant them, rightly or 
wrongly, to mean wielder of Britain. In the charter of ^ItheLstan 
again, though the Latin and the English do not exactly translate 
one another, I think it is plain that Britannice Rex was meant to 
be the equivalent to Bnjtcenivahla. I have therefore no scruple in 
keet)ing to the more usual form and in attaching to it the com- 
monly received meaning. Less correct as a matter of scholarship, 
I conceive it to he more correct as a matter of history. 

But the passage in the Chronicles, as is well known, is founded 
on an equally well-known passage in Bseda (ii. 5). Bmda there 
reckons up seven Kings, JElle of Sussex, Ceawlin of Wessex, 
^thelberht of Kent, llaedwald of East-Anglia, Eadwine, Oswald, 
and Oswiu of Northumberland, as having a supremacy, if not over 
all Britain, yet at least beyond their own immediate kingdoms. 
This supremacy he first calls Imjyeriurii and then Ducat ns. The 
latter somewhat lowly form may perhaps be a warning against 
attaching any exaggerated importance to the other. The Chroni- 
clers translate the “ Imperium hujusmodi ” of Beeda by the words 
“ \>us mied rice!* They record Ecgberht’s conquest of Mercia, and 
say that ‘‘ he wsps se eahtej^a cyning se J^e Bretwalda wjbs.’^ Tliey 
then give Beeda’s list of seven, with Ecgberht for tlic eighth. It is of 
course an obvious difficulty that several Kings, es])ccially of Mercia, 
who seem to have been at least as powerful as any of those on the 
list, such as Penda and Offa, and yEthelbald, whom Henry of 
Huntingdon (M. H. B. 728 D) speaks of as “rex regum,'' are not 
found on the list. The writer of the entry, a subject of Ecgberht 
or one of his succesvsors, no doubt simply copied Bseda’s list and 
added the name of Ecgberht, unwilling perhaps to record the 
glories of princes of -the rival kingdom. Now this objection 
quite upsets the old notion with which Mr. Kemble makes himself 
80 merry, of a regular Federal monarchy under an elective Emperor 
or Bretwalda ; nor do I attempt to be wise above what is written 
or to define anything with precision as to the nature of a supremacy 
of which we have such slight records. Still the passages both 
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in Beeda and the Chronicles must have a meaning. They show 
that those seven Kings did exercise a supremacy of some kind 
beyond the limits of their own kingdoms, which supremacy Ecg- 
berht was held to have continued or to have revived. This 
supremacy is ecpially a fact whether those seven princes bore any 
special title or not. That the Bretwaldadom of yEthelberht ear- 
lied with it some real dominion beyond the limits of Kent is shown 
by the ease with which Augustine went and held a synod in a 
distant part of England and a part still heathen. (See Theda, ii. 2.) 
This could hardly he except by virtue of a safe conduct from the 
common overlord. Indeed Hjeda’s words are ex]>licit — adjutorio 
usus ^.dilbercti rogis."' The supremacy of I^egherht needs no 
comment, and Mr. Kemble himself (ii. 19) calls attention to the fact 
that one of the words used by Hmda, is used by Ecgberht 

himself in three charters (Cod. TTipl. vi. 79, 81, 84), in which 
Ecgberht dates the year of his Ducaliis ten years later than the 
beginning of his reign as King, exactly like tlie years of the 
Re(jmim and the of the later Emj>erors. 

I believe then there was a real, though not an abiding or a very 
well defined, supremacy which was often, perhaps generally, ludd 
by some one of the Teutonic princes of Britain ov(‘r as many of 
his neighbours, Celtic and Teutonic alike, as he could extend it over. 
I believe that this fact was remembered in the days of Ecgberht 
and of Adthelstan, and that yEthelstan probably looked on himself 
as the successor of Ceawlin in his wider no less than in his narrower 
dominion. What I cannot bring myself to believe is that Ceawlin 
looked on himself as the successor of Maximus and Carausius. Sir 
Francis Palgrave (i. 398) really seems to have believed that yPRlo 
the South-Saxon, the first recorded Bretwalda, was called to the post 
of Emperor of Britain by the choice of the Welsh princes. Now 
it is not easy to see in what JElle's Bretwaldadom consisted. It 
is possible that the Jutes of Kent, and the settlers who had already 
begun to make the east coast of Britain a Teutonic land, may have 
invested him with some sort of general leadership for the better 
carrying on of the Oompiest. It is possible that he may have 
brought under tribute some Welsh tribes which he did not root out, 
and that he may so far have presented a dim foreshadowing of the 
glories of ACthelstan and Eadgar. But the days of the Commend- 
^^on had not yet come. It is utterly incredible that Aillle held 
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any authority over any Welsh tribe, save such as he won and hehl 
at the point of the sword. It is utterly incredible that any Welsh 
congi-ess ever assembled to make him Cjesar, Augustus, Tyrant, 
Bretwalda, or anything else. Cnut and William indeed were chosen 
Kings of the English by electors, many of whom must have shared 
as unwillingly in their work as any Welsh prince could have 
shared in the work of investing -^lle with an Imperial crown. 
But the times were utterly ditferent ; Cnut and William were not 
mere destroyei's ; they took possession of an established kingdom, 
and it was not their policy to destroy or to change one whit more 
than was absolutely necessary for their own purposes. But yElle, 
who did to Anderida as Joshua did to Jericho and to Ai, was 
little likely indeed to receive an Imperial diadem at the hands 
of the surviving Gibeonites. The dream of a transmission of 
Imperial authority from the vanquished Briton to his Teutonic 
conqueror seems to me the vainest of all the dreams which in- 
genious men have indulged in. 

What then was the Bretwaldadom ? As we may fairly assert 
that the passages which I have already quoted imply a real 
supremacy of some kind, so, on the other hand, we may be equally 
sure that whatever they imply was something of purely English 
gi'owth, something in no way connected with, or derived from, 
any older Welsh or Koman <lomiiiion. Nothing is proved by 
the fact that yEthelberlit, imitated the coinage of Carausius and 
put a wolf and twins on his money. Nothing was more common 
than for the Teutonic states everywhere, and for the Saracen states 
too, to imitate the coinage which supplied them with their most 
obvious models. But oii a coin of Carausius the wolf and twins 
laad a most speaking meaning ; on a coin of yEthelbei ht they had 
no meaning at a\\. It may ke that Eadwine assumed some ensigns 
of dignity in imitation of Boman pomp *, the tufa may have the 
special meaning attached to it, or it may not ; Eadwine, with 
the Roman Paulinus at his elbow, might well indulge in a certain 
Imperial show, without- any need of traditions handed on from 
Maximus and Carausius. These are, I believe, the only attempts 
at evidence to prove that the Bretwaldadom had a Roman origin ; 
and they prove about as much as King JElfred's notion (see his 
Laws, Thorpe, i, 58) that the immemorial Teutonic (or rather 
Aryan, see II. ix. 629) practice of the wergild was introduced by 
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Christian Bishops in imitation of the mild-heartedness of Christ. 
The title of Bretwalda, or Brytenwealda, as borne by JEthelstan, 
was most likely equivalent to Imj)erator or Basileus ; but if it was 
used by J^lle or Ceawlin, I cannot think that it had any such 
meaning in their day. 

It does not however seem that the supremacy of the early 
Bretwaldas necessarily reached over the whole of Britain or 
even over the whole of the Teutonic kingdoms in Britain. A 
marked predominance in the island, a distinct superiority over 
other states than his own, seems to have been enough to win 
for a prince a place on the list as given by Bseda and the Chro- 
nicler, though there might be other states over which his dominion 
did not reach. The supremacy of ^Ile, and even that of Ceawlin, 
must have been very far from reaching over all Britain. The 
supremacy of AMielberht is expressly limited by Boeda (ii. 5) to 
the English states south of the Humber ; Tertius in regibus 
gentis Anglorum cunctis australibus eorum provinciis quae Hum- 
bne fluvio et contiguis ei terminis sequestrantur a borealibus, 
imperavitr This excludes all the Celts and also the Northum- 
brians. And it is worth noting that at least this same extent 
of dominion is elsewhere (v. 23) attributed by Bseda to TEthelbald 
of Mercia, whose name does not appear on his list ; “ Hee omnes 
provincue [all England east of Severn and Hereford west of it] 
caeteroeque australes ad confiniuin usque Hymbrae fluminis, cum 
suis quaeque regibus, Merciorum regi TEdilbaldo subjecta3 sunt.'' 
On the other hand, the dominion of Eadwine is distinctly said not 
to have taken in Kent, and it seems implied that it did not take 
in the Piets and Scots ; “ Aeduini . . . majore potentia cunctis (^ui 
Brittaniam incolunt, Anglorum pariter et Brettonum populis prse- 
fuit, praeter Cantuariis tantum." Sir Francis Palgvave indeed 
(ii. cceix.) attributes to Eadwine a dominion over the Piets and 
Scots. The words of Baeda however seem to me to exclude it ; 

I undci stand him as attributing to Eadwine a dominion over the 
Britons only, that is tlie Welsh (probably of Strathclyde), as 
distinguished from the Piets and Scots. And the words which 
follow might seeih to imply that Oswiu was the first to extend the 
power of Northumberland beyond the Forth. After dcBcribing the 
dominion of Eadwine he adds, '' Sextus Oswald et ipse Nordan- 
l^ymbrorum rex Christianissimus, iisdem finibus regnum tenuit ; 
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Septimus Osuiu frater ejus, sequalibus penc terminis rcgnum nonnullo 
tempore coercens, Pictorum quoque atque Scottorum gentes, quse 
septemtrionales Brittanioe fines tenent, maxima ex parte perdomuit 
ac tributarias fecit/' So afterwards (iii. 24), ‘‘ Osuiu . . . qui 
gentem Pictorum maxima ex parte regno Anglorum subjecit/' 
Yet elsewhere (iii. 6) he attributes to Oswald also a dominion 
over Piets and Scots ; “ Denique omnes nationes et provincias 
Brlttaiiiae, quse in quatuor linguas, id cst Brettonum, Pictorum, 
Scottorum, et Anglorum, divisse sunt, in ditione accepit.” It 
should be remembered that there was a family connexion between 
the Pictish royal family and that of Bernicia, and the words 
just quoted might imply a voluntary acceptance of Oswald on 
the part of the northern tribes. The peculiarity of Ecgberht's 
position was that he had received a formal submission from all 
the English princes in Britain, and that he was able to do what 
no other Bretwalda had done, to hand on his power to his children. 
This dominion Eadward and ^thelstan won back and strengthened 
after the Danish invasion, and extended it over Scotland and 
Strathclyde. Now begins the use of the Imperial style, and I 
accordingly go on to give some examples of the various titles 
assumed by our Kings from A^ithelstan to Cnut. One such instance, 
that in which /lilthclstaii uses the title of “ Brytenwcalda," I have 
already quoted (see above, p. 367). Among the others I select 
such as either illustrate the use of the Latin Imperial titles, or 
which distinctly claim a dominion beyond the English kingdom, 
or which are remarkable on some other ground. I shall abstain 
from quoting those which present nothing beyond the mere use 
of the word Bas ileus, which is almost as common as Bex. Those 
which are found in charters marked by Mr. Kemble with an 
asterisk I mark with an asterisk also. 

I. Ego TESelstaiius rex Anglorum per omnipatrantis dexterani 
totius Britanine regni solio sublimatus. Cod. Dipl. ii. 159; of. 
V. 193. 

*2. Quinto anno ex quo nobilissime gloriosus Ilex Anglo-saxones 
regaliter gubernabat, tertioque postquam authentice Northanhum- 
brorum Cumbrorumque blanda mirifici conditoris benevolentia 
patrocinando sceptrinse gubernaculum perceperat virgae. ii. 160. 

Ego iEJ^elstan rex et rector totius Britannise ceeterarumque 
Deo concedente gubernator provinciarum. ii. 16 1 ; cf. v. 215. 
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*3. Ego iESelstaims ipsius [altitonantis sc.] munlficentia Basilciis 
Anglorum, siniul et Imperator regum et nationum infra fines 
Brittannia^ coinmorantium. ii. 164. 

*4. Ego iESelstanus divinae dispensationis provident ia tain super 
Britannicse gentis quam super aliarum nationum liuic subditarum 
imperium elevatus Ilex. ii. 167. 

5. Ego A^Sclstanus florentis Brytanise rnonarrhia praBditus rex. 
ii. 173. 

6. Ego ^Selstanus rex monarclius tot ins Bryttannioe insubr, 
flante Domino, ii. 204. 

7. Ego yEJ^elstanus divina milii adridentc gratia rex Anglorum 
et curag^dui^ totius Bryttannia3. ii. 213. 

8. Ego vEtSelstanus Angulsaxonum rex non modica infulatus 
sublimatus diguitato. v. 187. 

9 . Ego yESelstan, Christo conferentc rex et j)rimiceriii8 totius 
Albionis, rcgni fastigium liumili pra^sidens animo. v. 201, 204. 

10. Ego uESelstanus, omiiicreantis disponente cleinentia Angli- 
genarum omniumcpie gentium undique secus habitantium rex. 
V. 214. 

ir. Ego -ESelstanus . . . favente suporno numine Basileus in- 
dustrius Anglorum cunctarumquc gentium in circuitu persisten- 
tium. V. 229. 

12. yE'Selstanus, divina favente elcmentia, rex Anglorum et (egue 
totias Britannice orhis ciiragulus, v. 231. 

*13. Ego Eadmundus divina favente gratia Basyleos Anglorum 
eaeterarumquc provinciarum in circuitu persistentium priinatum 
regalis regiminis obtinens. ii. 220. 

14. Ego Eadmundus rex Anglorum necnon et Mereioruin. ii. 265. 

15. Eadrnundi regis qui regimina regnorum Angulsaxna et 
NorShymbra, Paganorum Brettonumcpie septem an norum inter- 
vallo regaliter gubernabat. ii. 268. 

16. Hoc apparet proculdubio in rege Anglorum gloriosissimo 
beato Dei opere pretio Eadredo, quern NoitShymbra Paganorumque 
ceu caeterariim sceptro provinciarum rex regum Omnipotens subli- 
mavit, quique prsefatus Imperator semper Deo grates dignissimas 
largii manu submirtistrat. ii. 292. 

17. Ego Eadred rex divina gratia totius Albionis monarchus 
et primicerius. ii. 294. 

18. Eadredus rex Anglorum, gloriosissiraus rectorque, XorJjan- 
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hymbra et Paganorum Imperatovy Brittonumque propugnator. 
ii. 296. 

19. Ell onomatos cyrion doxa. Al wisdom ge for Gode ge for 
werolde is gestaSelad on Saem liefonlican goldliorde almaehtiges 
Godes per Jesum Christum, cooperaiite gratia Spiritus Sancti. 
He hafaS geweorSad mid cynedome Angulseaxna Eadred cyning 
and cdsere totias Britannioi Deo gratias* for Sem weolegatS and 
araS gehadade and Isewede Sa Se mid rihte magon gesernian. &c., 

ii. 303- 

20. Ego Eadredus Basileos Anglorum liujusque insulae bar- 
barorum. ii. 305. 

21. Ego Eadred gratia Dei Occidentalium Saxonum rex. v. 323. 

22. Ego Eadwig industrius Anglorum rex caeterarumque gen- 
tium in cireuitu persistentium gubernator et rector, primo anno 
imperii mei. ii. 308 ; cf. 329, 348. 

23. Ego Eadwig divina dispositione gentis Angligenae et diver- 
sarum nationum industrius rex. ii. 316. 

24. Ego Eadwig egrcgius Angulsaxonum Basileus caeterarumque 
plebium bine inde liabitantium. ii. 318 ; cf. v. 344, 354. 

25. Ego Eadwig totius Albioiiis insulae illustrissimus archons, 
ii. 323; cf. hi. 24. 

26. Eadwig numine cmlesti gentis Gewissorum, Orientaliuinque 
necnon Occidentalium etiam Aquilonalium Saxonum arclions. ii. 
324; cf. V. 349. 

27. Eadwi Rex, nutu Dei Anguhaexna et N ortSanhumbrorum 
Tmperator, Paganorum gubernator, Breotonumque propugnator. 

ii. 325- 

*28. Anno secundo imperii Eadwiges totius Albionis insulae 
imperantis. ii. 341. 

29. Ego Eadwi rex omnium gentium huic insulae coliaerentium. 
V. 341, 

30. Ego Eadwig non solum Angul-Saxonum Basileus, verum 
etiam totius Albionis insulae gratia Dei sceptro fungens. v. 361. 

31. Ego Eadwig imperiali Anglo-Saxonum diademate infulatus 

V. 379 - 

32. Ego Eadwig rex Saxonum. v. 395. * 

33. Ego Eadgar Britanniae Anglorum monarchus, ii. 374. 

*34. Ego Eadgarus Anglorum Basileus, omniumque regur 

insularum oceani quae Britanniam circumjacent, cunctarumqu 
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lationiim quae infra eum includuntur Imjperator et dominus . . . 
ifhonarcliiam totius Angliae . . . Anglorum imperio . . . Ego Eadgar 
Basileus Anglorum et Iniperator regum gentium, ii. 404-6. 

35. Ic Eadgar cyning eac ]:>urli his [Godes] gife ofer Engla 
peode nu up araered, and he hsefS nd gewyld to mmurn anwealde 
Scottas and Cumbras and eac swylce Bryttas and eal Saet "Sis 
igland him on innan hsefd. iii. 59. 

36. Ego Eadgar divina allubescente gratia totius Albionis I771- 
perator Augustus, iii. 64. 

*37. Signum Eiidgari et serenissimi Anglorum Tmperatoris. 
iii. 109. 

38. Ego Eadgar gratia Dei rex Merciorum csnterarumque eir- 
cumquaque nationum. vi. 3. 

39. Ego Eadgarus gentis Anglorum et barbarorum atque gen- 
tilium Rex ac praedux. vi. 69. 

*40. Ego iE?5clred Dei gratia Anglorum rex imperiosus, iii. 204. 

*41. Ego JESelredus famosus totius Brittannicae insulae Impe- 
rator. iii. 251. 

42. Ego iESelredus totius Albionis Dei providcntia Imperator. 
iii. 290. 

43. Ego JEf)elred rex totius insulae. Ego iE)?elred rex et rector 
angul sexna. iii. 316, 317. 

44. Ego ^Selred gentis gubernator Angligenae totiusquc insuhe 
corregulus Britannicae et caeterarum insularum in circuitu adjacen- 
tium. iii. 323. 

45. Ego -dSSelredus ipsius [celsitonantis Dei] opitulante gratia 
Brittaniarum Rex. iii. 337. 

*46. Ego iE'Selredus Anglorum Iiidupei'ator. 

Tc iESelred mid Godes gyfe AngelJ^edde cyning and wealdend 
eac otSra iglanda Se her abutan licgatS. iii. 348. 

*47. Ego gratia summi Tonantis Angligenum, Orcadarum, necne 
in gyro jacentium monarchus JEtSelredus. iii. 34^* 

*48. Ego ^Selredus totius Britanniae Induperator. iii. 355. 

49. Praedicta Augusta [^Ifgifu-Emma]. iii. 35B. 

*50. ^Selred rex Anglo- Saxoniae atque Nor( 5 hymbrensis guber- 
nator monarchice, paganorumque propugnator, ac Bretonum eaete- 
rarumque provinciarum Imperator. vi. 166. 

51. ./EtSelredus, gratia Dei sublimatus rex et monarchus totius 
Albionis, vi, 167. 
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52. Ego Cnut totius Britannise monarclius. vi. 179. 

53. Ego Imperator Knuto, a Christo Rege regum regiminis 
Anglici in insula potitus. iv. i. 

54. Ego Knut telluris Britannise totius largiflua Dei gratia sub- 
petente subthronizatus rex ac rector, iv. 7. 

55. Ego Cnut Basileon Angehaxonum disponente dementia • 
creantis. iv. 18. 

*56. Ic Cnut f>urh Codes geve uEnglelaiides kining and ealre 
Save eglande Sc Sserto licgeS. iv. 23. 

57. Ego Cnut rex totius Albionis caiterarumque gentium tri- 
viatim persistentium Rasileiis. iv. 35. 

58. Ego Cnut, miscricordia Dei Basilcus, omnis Britaniee regi- 
men adeptus. iv. 45. 

Of these forms, Nos. lo, ii, 13 are used over and over again 
witli various slight changes. The forms totius Britannise ” or 
Albionis rex ” or Basileus ” occur constantly. They are dis- 
tinctly more common than the simple Anglorum rex.^^ Anglo- 
rum Basileus’’ and forms to the like effect are also common. In 
fact a charter which docs not in one way or the other assert a 
dominion beyond the simple royalty of the English nation is rather 
the exception. On the other hand we now and then, as in Nos. 21, 
32, come upon forms which are startling from their very simplicity. 
No. 32, I suppose, belongs to the days when Eadwig was reduced 
to the kingdom of Wessex. Meanwhile Eadgar in his Mercian 
charter. No. 38, seems to claim, what doubtless was the case, the 
external dominion of the crown as belonging to himself rather than 
to his West-Saxon brother. Nos. 14, 15, 16, 18, 27, 50 are re- 
markable for the use of the word ‘‘ Angli ” and “ Angulseaxe ’’ in a 
sense excluding Northumberland. In No. 14 indeed Angli” ex- 
cludes the Mercians. It might be almost rendered Saxons.” So 
completely had “ Anglus ” become the national name, even in the 
most purely Saxon parts of the country. 

Some of these titles call for some special notice. Brytenwealda 
I have already spoken of. No. 19 is remarkable as the only one in 
which the title of Ccesar occurs in any shape. Casere is the regular 
English description of the continental Emperors, but I know no 
other instance of its application to an English King. (Perhaps the 
most striking instance of its use is where .dElfred in his Boetius 
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calls Odysseus ‘‘ an cyning J^aes nama Aulixes, se liaefde twa J^ioda 
under ]:>am kasere , . . and ]?8es kaseres nama waes Agamemnon/’) 
This solitary English use of the word is a remarkable contrast 
to the fact that Kaiser altogether displaced Kdnig as the title 
of the German sovereign. In fact none of these titles ever 
came into common use, even in Latin, much less in English. 
BasileuSy so common in charters, is very rare anywhere else. 
It occurs twice in Florence, once (975) where Eadgar is called 
‘‘ Anglici orbis Basileus,” and again (1016) where Eadric at 
Sherstone is made to talk of ‘‘ doininus vester Eadmundus 
Basileus;'* and once in the Ramsey History, c. 87, where the 
writer speaks of “ JEdgari victoriosissimi Anglorum Basllei muni' 
ficentia regalis.’’ Im2)erator, less rare tlian Ctesar, is less usual 
than Basileus. Praedux in No. 39 reminds one of the ducatns of 
Bseda and of Ecgberht’s charters (see above, p. 551). Tlie oddest 
titles of all are Prwiicerius and Curaguliis or Coregulns. Pro- 
bably Curagulus means caretaker^ but with the idea of Rex or 
Regulus floating in the mind of the scribe, which accounts for the 
spelling Coregulus, I am uncertain whether the words monarchus^ 
monarcliiay are to be reckoned as strictly Imperial. They are so 
used by Dante in his famous treatise “ De Monarchia ; ” but it is 
clear that they have no such special meaning in the rlietoric of 
Dudo. They may have been used with equal vagueness in the 
kindred rhetoric of our charters. Tims for instance in a doubtful 
grant of Eadgar, dated 958, in possession of the Chapter of AVells, 
Eadgar is made to call himself “Rex Merciorum et NorSanhym- 
brorum atque Brettonum j ” and afterwards, “ diviua favente gratia 
totius regni Merciorum monarchiam obtinens.” 

That of these titles Casere^ BasileuSy and Imperator are meant to 
be Imperial in the strictest sense I have no doubt. If the title of 
Basileus stood alone, it might possibly be merely an instance of 
the prevalent fondness for Greek titles ; the King might be called 
Basileus only in the same vague way in which his Ealdornien are 
called satrapoe and archontes. Yet even this would be unlikely ; 
satrapa and archon were not established titles, assumed by a single 
potentate in a special sense, and which the diplomacy of the age 
confined to that potentate. But Basileus was simply Greek for 
Imperator » To be addressed as Imperator and Basihus by the 
ambassadors of Nikephoros (Einhard, an. 812. ‘‘ Laudes et 



560 


APPENDIX. 


clixerunt, Tmperatorcm eum et Basileum appellaiites ’*) is reckoned 
among the most brilliant triumphs of Charles the Great. It was 
the formal acknowledgment of the claims of the Western Csesar at 
the hands of his Eastern colleague or rival. So, later in the ninth 
century, the title of Basileus became the subject of a curious diplo- 
matic controversy between the rival claimants of the dignity which 
it denoted, Basil of the New, and Lewis of the Old, Rome, and the 
Western disimtant went very deep into the matter indeed. (See 
the letter of Lewis, “ Imperator Augustus Rornanorum,'' to Basil, 
‘^aeque Imperator Novae Rornse/" in the Chronicle of Salerno, cap. 
93 et seqq. ; Muratcri, t. ii. p. ii. p. 243. See Comparative Politics, 
49> 353 *) Liudprand (Legatio, c. 2) complains that the Nike- 
phoros of his day refused the title to Otto ; Ipse enim vos non 
Imjyeratorem, id est l^acrtXea sua liqgua, scd ob indignationem prjyaj 
id est Regem nostra vocabat.'* So late as John Kinnamos, lib. v. 9 
(pp. 228, 229, ed. Bonn), Frederick Barbarossa is only 'AXapavibi/ ; 
the Eastern Emperor alone is ^aai\€vs and avTOKpuT(op, That the 
titles Gasere and Imjgerator are strictly Imperial hardly needs 
proof ; the only question is whether we are to look for a strictly 
Imperial meaning in every instance of the use of the noun imperium 
and the verb imperare. 

The use of Basileus seems more common in England than any- 
where else; yet we find it in Abbo (i. 43) of Charles the Third; 
Urb« niandata fuit Karolo nobis Basileo, 

Iinperio cujus regitur totus prope kosmus, 

Post Dominum, regem dominatoremque potentem.” 

Imperator (see Ducange, in voc.) seems to have been used by 
several Kings of Castile, on precisely the same ground on which it 
was used in England, namely that they were Emperors, inde- 
pendent of Rome or Byzantium, but holding an Imperial power 
over princes within their own peninsula. So Robert do Monte, 
1153 (Pertz, vi. 503), ‘‘Quia principatur regulis Arragonum et 
Gallicise, Imperatorem Hispaniarum appellant.” The West Frank- 
ish and French instances which Ducange quotes seem very doubtful, 
Charles the Bald, it must be remembered, really was Emperor in 
his last years. The oddest thing of all is the fact that the Saxon 
Kings Henry and Otto were saluted Imperator by their soldiers in 
the sense of the days of the Roman Republic. See Widukind, i. 39 ; 
iii. 49. Henry was “pater patriae, rerum dominus et Imperator ab 
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excrcitu appcllatus ; Otto triumpho celebri rex factus gloriosus, 
ab exercitu pater patriae Tmperatorque appellatus est/' (See p. 143.) 
Ill tliis sense not only Caesar, but Cicero also was Emperor. Per- 
haps the strangest description of all is that of Charles the Fat in 
Will. IVIalms. ii. iii, “Ego Karolus iinperator, gratiiito Dei dono 
rex Germanorum et patricius Ronianoruin, atque iinperator Fran- 
corum.” 

It is worth noticing that, tliough some of the most distinctly 
Imperial descriptions are found in charters whose genuineness is 
undoubted, yet the proportion of them whicli are found in doubtful 
or spurious charters is remarkably large. Tliis fact in no way tells 
against the Imperial theory, but rather in its favour. A forger 
will naturally reproduce whatever he thinks most characteristic of 
the class of documents which he is imitating ; but, in so doing, he 
is likely somewhat to overdo flatters. A forger, tlius attempting 
to copy the style of a charter of Eadgar or yEthclred, })erhaps 
actually reproducing a genuine charter from memory, would natu- 
rally fill' his composition with the most high-sounding of all the 
titles that he had ever seen in any genuine charter. The most 
purely Imperial stylo would thus lind its way into forgeries in 
greater abundance than into genuine charters. Still the s})urious 
documents arc, in this way, evidence just as much as the genuine 
ones. The doubtful and spurious charters have tlicreforc a certain 
value ; their formulae are part of the case, and I hav^e not scrupled 
to add them to my list. 

AYith regard to the assertion of the Imperial character of English 
royalty in later times, the doubtful title of “ inonarclia or “mon- 
arches ” still goes on. Thus in the charter of William Ilufus to J ohn 
of Tours, preserved in manuscript at Wells, the King is described as 
“ Willelmus Willelmi regis filius, Dei dispositione monai dies Hriiaii- 
niae.^' So, long after, in a letter from Henry the Sixth to James 
the Second of Scotland (correspondence of Thomas Bekynton, ii.14 1), 
the English King is made to say, “ verum et notorium cst supremum 
jus et directum dominium regui Scotiae ad regem An glim utjiotc 
totius Britannia? monarcham de jure pertinere.” So in i. 1 19 of the 
same collection, wbere Henry the Sixth petitions Pope Eugenius the 
Fourth for the canonization of -Elfred, the West-Saxon King is de- 
scribed as “ Sanctus et Deo devotissimus rex Aluredus, qui incliti 
regni Anglise primus monarch a erat.’* Ij^ was also held necessary at 
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various times to deny any superiority of tlie continental Emperors 
over England. Thus it was declared in Edward the Second’s reign 
(1330), ^‘Quod regnum Ang]i 8 e ab omni subjectiohe Imperiali sit 
liberrimum” (Selden, Titles of Honour, p. 21. b. i. c. 2). And in 
1416 a renunciation of all supremacy was required from Sigismund, 
King of the Eomans, before lie was allowed to land in England 
(see Selden, u. s.; Lingard, iii. 505 ; Bryce, 207. But the account 
in Kedman, p. 49, and Elmham, Liber. Metr. p. 133, is much less 
explicit). So late as Elizabeth’s reign, Sir Thomas Smith, in his 
Commonwealth of England (10), describing the union of the English 
kingdoms into one, goes on to explain that “neither anyone of 
those Kings, neither he who first had all, tooke any investiture at 
the hands of the Emperor of Rome, or of any other superiour or 
forraine Prince, but held of God to himselfe, and by his sword, 
his people, and crowne, acknowledging no Prince in earth his 
superiour, and so it is kept and holden at this day.” But beside 
this denial of all Imperial supremacy anywhere else, we also find 
the Imperial character of our sovereigns from Edward the First to 
Elizabeth from time to time directly asserted. Thus there are two 
cases in which the title of Emperor is given .to Edward the First, 
in both cases with distinct reference to his supremacy over Scot- 
land. The elder Robert Bruce (Palgrave, Documents, p. 29) 
claimed the kingdom from Edward the First as Emjperor, “ Sire 
Robert de Brus .... prie a nostre Seignur le Rey, come son 
sovereyn Seigneur e son Em])eur!* So when the question is raised 
whether the controversy between the candidates for the Scottish 
crown should be judged by the Imperial law or by any other, one 
of the Prelates consulted (“ episcopus Bibliensis,” perhaps a Bishop 
of Byblos in partibus) answers that the King of England must 
follow the law of his own realm because “he is Emperor here” 
(lUshanger, Riley, p. 255). “Dixit quod dominus rex secundum 
leges per quas judicat subjectos suos dcbet procedere in casu isto, 
quia Me censetur Imperaior!^ So Professor Stubbs (Const. Hist. ii. 
491) quotes a statute of 1397 which Richard the Second is 
described as “entier emperour de son roialme.” The title is also 
challenged for Henry the Fifth in a negociation at the siege of 
Rouen. In the riming Chronicle of John* Page (Historical Col- 
lections of a Citizen of London, Camden Society, 1876) an English 
knight is made to say of own King, 
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*^And he ys kyng excellent, 

And unto non othyr obedyent, 

That levytlie here in erthe be ryght, 

But only unto God almyght, 

With-yn hys owne Emperoure, 

And also kyng and conqueroure.’* 

In Henry the Eighth’s time the words Empire ” and ‘‘ Imperial 
Crown ” are constantly used in a way which cannot fail to he of 
set purpose. The Statute of Appeals of 1537, in renouncing all 
jurisdiction on the part of the Homan Pontiff, clothed the renun- 
ciation in words whose force can hardly be misunderstood, and 
which seem designed expressly to exclude the supremacy of the 
Roman Caesar as well. The emphatic words run thus ; Whereas 
by divers and sundry old authentic histories and chronicles, it 
is manifestly declared and exj^ressed that this realm of England 
is a 7 i Emjpire^ and so hath been accepted in the world ; governed 
by one supreme head and King, having the dignity and royal 
estate of the Imjperial Gi'own of the same .... without restraint, 
or 2^rovocation to a7xy foreign px'ince or potentate of the woi'ldJ^ So 
again, to keep it from the annoyance as well of the See of Rome 
as from the authority of other foreign potexitates attempting the 
diminution or violation thereof” (Sclden, p. 18; Fronde, Hist. 
Eng. i. 410— 412), In an Irish Act of the same reign a further 
step is taken, and the King is distinctly spoken of as Emperor. 
As Selden (u. s.) puts it, ‘‘ The Crown of England in other Parlia- 
ments of later times is titled the Imperial Crown ; the Kings of 
England being also in the express words of an Irish Parliament 
titled Kings and Einpex'ours of the KeaJm of England and of the 
Land of Ireland, and that before the title of Lord of Ireland was 
allied with King.” As for Elizabeth, at her coronation her herald 
formally proclaimed her as “ most worthy Empress from the Orcade 
isles to the mountains Pyrenee.” (See Strickland’s Life of Eliza- 
beth, p. 166, where a very strange interpretation is put on the 
words.) The mountains Pyrence ” are a flourish which seems to 
have come from the days of Henry the Second, when Gilbert Foliot 
(Ralph of Diss, X Scriptt. 542) speaks of dominationis suse loca 
quae ab boreali oceano Pirenseum usque porrecta sunt.” (So 
William of Kewburgh, i. 94.) And the sjiecial mention of the 
Orcade isles” might seem to come out of a charter of -Ethelred (Cod. 
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Dipl, iii, 346) ; Angligenum, Orcadarum necne in gyro jacentium 
monarchus.” So in 1559, debate on restoring to the Crown 
the ecclesiastical jurisdiction surrendered under Mary, those who 
opposed Elizabeth’s spiritual claims still pointedly admitted her 
Imperial position in temporal matters. Archbishop Heath says, 
She being our Sovereign Lord and Lady, our King and Queen, 
our Emperor and Empress, other Kings and Princes of duty ought 
to pay tribute unto her, she being free from them all” (Strype’s 
Annals, I. Append. No. 6). And in the first English translation 
of Camden’s Britannia (London, 1625), the title of the book is 
given as “ The true and Boyall history of the famous Empresse 
Elizabeth, Queen of England.” 

Lastly, a pamphlet was published in 1706, when the Union with 
Scotland was under debate, headed, ‘‘ The Queen an Empress, and 
her three kingdoms an Empire,” proposing a curious scheme for a 
British Empire, with subordinate Kings, Princes, and a Patriarch 
of London. It is of course an imitation of the constitution of the 
Empire, but the writer refers once or twice to the days of Eadgar 
for precedents. 

The Imperial position of the English King seemed naturally (see 
p. 1 34) to carry with it the Papal position of the English Primate. 
Britain is another world, a world beyond the sea, distinct from the 
“orbis Eomanus.” On this head I have collected a good many ex- 
tracts in Comparative Politics, 351. So Eumenius Constantio, Pan. 
Vet. V. II ; “Quam Csesar, ille auctor vestri nomiiiis, eum Eoman- 
orum primus intrasset, alium se orbem terrarum scripsit reperisse, 
tantse magnitudinis arbitratus, ut non circumfusa occano sed com- 
plexa ipsum oceanum vidcretur.” (Cf. Pi. cle Diceto, i. 438, ed. 
Stubbs.) As another world then, Britain is entitled to its own 
Csesar, “ mundi dominus ” within his own four seas, and no less to its 
own Pontiff. As Elorence (see above, p. 559) calls Eadgar “ Anglici 
orhis Basileus,” and as in No. 12 of our extracts we heard of “ totius 
Britannise orbis,” evidently in this sense, so Pope Urban (Eadmer, 
Vit, Ans. ii. e. 4) salutes Anselm with an analogous title, as “ com- 
parem vel ut alterms orbis aj^ostolicum et patriarcham jure vene- 
randum,” or as William of Malmesbury (Gest. Pont. ap. Scriptt. p. 
Bed. 127) puts it still more strongly, “ Includamus hunc in orbe 
nostro, quasi alterius orbis jpapam!* The same idea, one degree 
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less strongly expressed, is found in William of Jumi6ges' (vi. 9) 
description of Lanfranc as gentium transinarinarum siimmiis pon- 
tifex.” This of course connects itself with the not uncommon 
description of England and the English King as partes trans- 
marinse,” “rex transmarinus,” &c. Sec for instance Flodoard, 
A. 945. So, on the other side, in the Fulda Annals, 876 
(Pertz, i. 389), “ Karolus .... ahlato regis nomine, se imperatorem 
et Augustum omnium regem cis mare consistentium appellarc 
prsecepit.'' 

I have thus, I trust, brought together quite evidence enough to 
show what was the meaning and purpose of the Impel ial style 
which was anciently adopted by our Kings, and distinct traces of 
which still survive in more than one familiar expression to this 
day. I do not doubt that other scholars, in their several lines 
of study, must often light on other passages bearing on the subject. 
I will wind up with one more, not tlie least remarkable of the 
number, that in wliich Abbot Baldric, the poetical panegyrist of 
the great men of Lis day, describes (Duchesne, Her. Franc. Scriptt. 
iv. 257) the great William as one 

(lux Normannis, qui Cicsar prrGfuit Anglis.” 


NOTE C. p. 30. 

The Early Kelations between England and the 
Continent. 

The notices of Britain between the time of the English Con- 
quest and the conversion of the English to Christianity are indeed 
few and far between. They are chiefly to be found in an episode 
of Prokopios (Bell. Goth. iv. 20), from which I have made two 
quotations in tlie text (pp. 22, 30). That the Brittia of Prokopios 
is Britain, and not, as Dr. Latham (Diet. Geog., art. Britannicae 
Insulae) fancies, Heligoland, Riigen, or some otlier island, I have 
no kind of douDt, and Mr. Kemble seems not to have entei*tained 
any. The difficulty is what his Brettania is. It strikes me that 
he had heard both of the continental and the insular Britannia, 
and that he fancied them to be two islands. His Brittia therefore 
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is Britain and his Brettania is Britanny. (Cf. Zeuss, Bie DeutscJien, 
362; ‘^BpiTTta, Britannia, und Bpiravula, Hibernia, wahrscheinlich 
durch Vermengung mit Britannia cismarina, Bretagne.”) John Kin- 
nainos (ii, 12, p. 67 ed. Bonn), ranks Bpimoi Ka\ Bperavol among the 
Crusaders. Allowing for the primary error of fancying Britanny to 
be an island, his geographical description is really not so monstrous 
as might be thought. His well-known story about the souls of the 
dead being ferried over to Brittia, and his confused and marvellous 
account of the Homan wall, show how strange and mysterious a 
land Britain had already become. But the two passages which I 
have quoted arc distinct and intelligible. For an island inhabited 
by Angles, Frisians, and Britons we need not go far afield. 

, Prokopios tells us nothing of the process by which these three 
nations came into the island. There is, as far as I know, only one 
foreign notice of the English Conquest, which is however probably 
contemporary with one stage or another of it. This is in the 
Chronicon Imperiale of Prosper (sec Diet. Biog. and Potthast’s 
Wegweiser in Prosper), written either in the fifth or in the sixth 
century. Here we have two entries (Duchesne, Rer. Franc. Scriptt. 
i, 198, 199; M. H. B. Ixxxii.); the former saying that “hac tem- 
pestate [the time of Constantine the Tyrant, 407-41 1 ; cf. Zosimos, 
vi. 5], prse valitudine Romanorum, vires funditus attenuatfe Bri- 
tanniae.” The other says that, some time before the death of 
Aetius in 454, ‘^Britannise usque ad hoc tempus variis cladibus 
eventibusque laceratae, in ditionem Saxonum rediguntur,” I am 
however not sure that Prokopios has not a dark and confused 
allusion to the Armorican migration when he speaks of vast 
numbers of people coming from Britain to settle in the land of the 
Franks, on the strength of which it was that the Frankish Kings 
claimed the dominion of the island (rocravTrf Ta>vd€ twp iOvwv 
iroXvavOpconla (paiverai ma-re dva ndu croy Kara ttoWovs 

lx€ravL(TTdp€voL $vv yvvai^i Ka\ 7rai<r\v is ^pdyyovs x<i‘>pov(np. ol de ai/roi/s 
ipoiKi^ova-ip ip y^s r^s (Tiperipas t^p iprjporepap boKoveap timt, /cat ott’ 

avTou T^p prjiTov TTposnouicrOai <pa(Tip)» In an earlier passage Prokopios 
makes Belisarios (ii. 6) make the Goths the offer of Bretannia as an 
island much larger than Sicily. This is evidently in mockery, and 
it seems to imply that both Britain and Britanny were looked on 
as lands which had quite passed out of all practical reckoning on 
the part of the Empire. 
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Prokopios goes on, in the same chapter, to tell a long story, 
which is discussed by Mr. Kemble (Saxons in England, i. 23 ; cf. 
Zeuss, Die Deutschen, 362), of an English princess (napSivov xoprjy, 
yevovs BpLTTia^y . . , .^o‘n€p dd€'K(p6s ^aa-LXevs Tore ^AyytXwv too 
edvovs), who was betrothed to Radiger, son of the King of the 
Varni, who, on his father’s death, instead of fulfilling his engage- 
ment, married his father’s widow, a sister of Theodberht, King 
of the Franks, who reigned from 534 to 537. The incestuous 
marriage, which was repeated in after days by Eadbald of Kent 
and ^thelbald of Wessex, is expressly said to have been contracted 
in obedience to the dying commands of Radigcr’s father (cf. Soph. 
Trach, 1199-1207), by the advice of his chief men, and in con- 
formity with the custom of the nation (KaOdirep 6 ndrptos r^piv €<jyLy](ri 
uopos). The English princess however gathers a vast fleet and 
army, takes with her oyo of her brothers, not the King, as its 
commander, sails to the mouth of the Rhine, fights a battle, defeats 
Radiger, and compels him to send away his step-mother and marry 
her. The tale, which is told in great detail, is doubtless mythical 
in its details ; but we may, with Mr. Kemble, accept it as pointing 
to the possibility of some intercourse, both peaceful and warlike, 
between the insular and the continental Teutons. But I cannot 
follow Mr. Kemble when he goes on (i. 25) to build up, on the 
expressions of a German ecclesiastical writer, a theory of insular 
Saxons aiding the Frank Theodoric in a war with the Thuringians. 
The author of the Translation of Saint Alexander (Pertz, ii. 674) 
is not speaking of any particular detachment of Saxons from 
Britain coming over to Germany to take a part in a particular war. 
By a strange perversion, this writer of the ninth century derives 
the continental Saxons, as a nation, from the English in Britain ; 
‘^Saxonum gens, sicut tradit antiquitas, ab Anglis Britannise 
incolis egressa, per Oceanum navigans Germanise litoribus studio 
et necessitate quserendarura sedium appulsa est.” On this the 
editor remarks, “ More solito traditio res gestas invcrtlt, ita ut 
Saxones non e Saxonia Britanniam, sed ex Britannia Saxoniam 
appulisse dicantur.” The legend is no doubt a corruption of the 
legendary origin of the Saxons given by Widukind, i. 3-6. On 
the sense in which the English had a better right to the name of 
‘‘ Old-Saxons ” than the Saxons on the continent, see Zeuss, Die 
Deutschen, 188. 
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It is worth romarking that Jordanes, though he devotes his 
second chapter to a description of Britain, simply gives an account 
patched up frt)m Ciesar, Livy, Strabo, and Dio, and seems to 
describe the Britons as still the inhabitants of the island, without 
any reference to the settlement of the English. He makes another 
reference to Britain in his fifth chapter, but it is of a purely 
mythical kind. 

I doubt whether there is any mention of England in Gregory of 
Tours, except in the two passages where he records the marriage of 
^thelbeiht with the daughter of Chariberht. He does not use the 
words Saxon, Angle, or Britain, but he speaks of Kent as if the 
name were familiarly known. Charibertus . . . filiam habuit 
quse postea in Cantiam, virum accipiens, est deducta” (iv. 26). So 
afterwards (ix. 26) he speaks of “filiam unicam quam in Cantia 
regis cujusdam filius matrimonio copulavit.” 

Coming down later among continental writers, there is a well 
known passage in the Annals of Einhard (A. 786) in which he 
speaks of the English Conciuest and of the Armoriean migration as 
its consequence. Charles leads his army “ in Brittanniam cis- 
marinam,” and the Annalist goes on to explain ; “Nam quum ab 
Anglis ac Saxonibus Brittaimia insula fuisset invasa, magna pars 
incolarum ejus mare trajiciens in ultimis Gallife finibus Venetorum 
et Coriosolitarum regiones occupavit.” There is another mention 
pf the Armoriean migration in Ermoldus Nigellus, iii. ii (Pertz, 
ii. 490). Lantpreht (Lambert), whose command lies in Britanny, 
is thus described ; 

“Praevidet hie fines, (luos olim gens iniinica 
Trans mare lintre volans ceperat insidiis. 

Hie populus veniens supremo ex orbe Britanni, 

Quos Tuodo Britton es Francica lingua vocat. 

Nam telluris egens, vento jactatus ct imbri, 

Arva capit prorsus, atque tributa parat. 

Tempore nempe iilo hoc rus quoque Gallns habtbat, 

Quando idem populus fluctibus actus adest.” 

On the whole it would seem that a certain amount of intercourse 
was kept up between the Franks in Gaul and the 8^outhern English 
states, but that to the world in general Britain had become an 
unknown land about which any fables might be put forth. 
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NOTE D. p. 38. 

The Relations of Charles the Great with Mercia and 
N orthumberland. 

All the passages bearing 011 the relations of Charles the Great 
with Mercia, Northnniherlancl, ami Scotland are collected by Sir 
Francis Palgrave, English Commonwealth, i. 484 et seqq. The 
cream of the matter is contained in the account given h}^ Einhard, 
A. 808 ; “ Tnterea rex Nordanliumbrorum de Brittania insula, 
nomine Eardulf, regno et patria pulsus, ad Imperatorem dum adhuc 
Noviomagi moraretnr venit, et patefacto adventiis sui negotio, 
Romam proficiseitur Romaqiie rediens, per legates Romani ponti- 
ficis et domni Imperatoris in regnum* suum reducitur/’ One of 
the legates was Aldulfus diacouus de ipsa Brittania, natione Saxo," 
spoken of in p. 534. That Eai'dwulf became the man of Cbarles 
there seems no doubt. Pope Leo says “ vestc'r semper fulelis 
exstitit." The submission of the Scots is also mentioned by 
Einhard in the Life of Charles, c. 16; ‘SScotorum (|uoque reges 
sic habuit ad suain voluntatem per muniriccntiam inelinatos, ut eiirn 
numquam aliter nisi domimim, seque suhditos et serrot^ 
nunciarent." One would suppose that the Scots both of Ireland and 
of Britain are included. This mention of the Scots comes between 
the dealings of Charles with Alfonso of Gallicia and those with 
% Haroun al Rashid. The relation both of the Scots and of the 
Northumbrians seems to have been a relation of aminiendatton, 
a term on which I shall presently have much to say. The Scots 
doing homage to Charles on account of his gifts is not unlike the 
homage which we shall find done by certain French princes to 
Eadward the Confessor. 

The relations between Charles and Offa, and their temporary 
difference, are also fully explained in the pass^ages collected by Sir 
Francis Palgrave. A number of important letters will be found in 
Haddan and Stubbs, Councils and Ecclesiastical Documents, iii. 486 
etRe(iq. ; Taff6, Monumenta Alcuiniana, 155, 167, 290, etal. There 
is a long mythical account of it in the Vita Ofhe Secundi, pp. 13 
et &eqq. From thence Sir F. Palgrave quotes the story that Arch- 
bishop Janberht had promised to admit a Frankish army into 
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England (Vita Offoe, 21). This is doubtless a good deal exag- 
gerated, but notice should be taken of a very remarkable expression 
in the account given in Cod. Dipl. i. 281 of the relations between 
Oifa^s successor Cenwulf and Archbishop Wulfred. It is plain that 
a deep impression had been made on the minds of Englishmen by 
the dealings of Charles in the matters of Eardwulf, Ealhwine, and 
Janberht; ‘‘Tunc in eodem concilio cum maxima districtione illi 
episcopo mandavit quod omnibus rebus qua3 illius dominationis 
sunt dispoliatus debuisset fieri, omnique de patria ista esse profugus, 
et numquam nec verbis doynni Pajpce nec Ocesaris seu alterius 
alicujus gradu hue in patriam itcrum recipisse.” Cenwulf clearly 
held that neither the Bishop of Borne nor the Emperor of Borne 
either had any jurisdiction in his realm of Mercia. The odd 
description of Offa as the Western and Charles as the Eastern 
potentate comes from a v^ry suspicious source, namely the Life 
of Offa, p. 21; “Ego Karolus regum Christianorum orientalium 
potentissimus, vos, O Offane, regum occidentalium Christianorum 
potentissime, cupio Isetificare,'^ See, But the expression is singular 
enough to be worth quoting, if only on account of its very singu- 
larity, as it is the sort of thing which one can hardly fancy a forger 
inventing. 

The influence of Charles in English affairs is strangely exag- 
gerated in a passage of John of Wallingford (Gale, 529); “Bex 
Pipinus obiit regni ejus anno xii. Successitque Karolus filius 
ejus anno ab Incarnatione Domini dcclxix. Porro iste, sicut alia 
regna, sic et Angliam tempore hujus regis Offie sibi subegit.'^ 

The description of Offa in the Chronicle of Saint WandriPe 
(Pertz, ii. 291) as “Bex Anglorum sive Mercioruiu potentissimus” 
should be noticed. 


NOTE E. p. 48. 

The Changes in Nomenceature produced by the Danish 

Settlement, 

Mr. Kemble has gone (Saxons in England, i. 77—84) very 
minutely into the subject of the old divisions of England, and 
he has collected a great number of names, some of which can be 
easily identified, while others can only be guessed at and some are 
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quite hopeless. But it is plain (see Kemble, i. 78, 79) that the 
West-Saxon names, Wilssetas, Sumorseetas, Dornssetas, are all okler 
than JSlfrecVs time, while the names of the present Mercian shires are 
later than Alfred, and have supplanted earlier names, as appears from 
Mr. Kemble’s list of old Mercian shires (i. 81), some of which are 
quite unintelligible. One or two very obvious instances will be 
enough for my purpose. Thus the principality of the Hwiccas has 
long formed two whole shires, Worcester and Gloucester, and part 
of another, Warwick. The Magesaetas seem to be divided between 
Herefordshire and Shropshire. Lincolnshire contains several prin- 
cq:>alities, Gainas, Lindisfaras, &c., but the traces of their original 
independence arc not wholly lost even at the present day. 

In Wessex most of the shires, Berkshire, Somerset, Dorset, 
Devonshire, are clearly not called from towns. Somerset and 
Dorset have cognate town^ in Somerton and Dorchester ; but they 
are merely cognate ; the shire is not called after the town. But 
Hampshire, the County of Southampton, is simply llamtanscir, from 
the town of Hampton. Hampshire was the first conquest ; no 
doubt it had originally no local name like the other shires, but was 
simply Westseaoce or Westseaxnarice, When therefore it became a 
mere shire, it had to take a new name, and was named from the 
town. It may be asked why the shire which contained the capital 
was called from the town of Hampton and not from the royal city 
of Winchester I can only suggest that some prerogative of the 
crown or some privilege of the citizens may have kept the cai)ital 
more distant from the body of the shire than Hampton was. 

Wiltshire is a case intermediate between Hampshire and 
Somerset. The Wilsaetas are a tribe, and have their chief town 
Wilton. But the form Wiltunscir shows that the shire is 
immediately called from the town, wdicnce the t in the modern form 
Wiltshire. 

In Mercia, on the other hand, all the shires are now called from 
towns with one, perhaps two exceptions. Shropshire seems to be 
rather cognate with Shrewsbury than directly derived from it, and 
alongside of Scrohbeshyrigseir the Scrohsaetas continue to be heard 
of. Rutland, at once the smallest and the most modern of Mercian 
shires, is, oddly enough, the only one which has a distinct terri- 
torial name, not even cognate with that of any town. Rutland, as 
a distinct sliire, is later than Domesday, where it appears, strangely 
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enough, as a kind of appendage to Nottingham. How it gained the 
rank of a shire, \vhile the adjoining and larger district of Holland 
did not, would be an interesting question for local antiquaries. 

I have no doubt that the Mercian shires were mapped out afresh 
after the reconquest. That the redistribution was not made by 
the Danish invaders is plain from the fact that the boundary laid 
down between Guthrum and Alfred is not attended to in marking 
out the divisions of the shires. We may conceive that the work was 
begun by Alfred, or rather perhaps hy ^thelred and ^^ithelflaed in 
that part of Mercia which was assigned to them by the peace with 
Guthrum, and that it was further carried on by Eadward the Elder 
after the recovery of Danish Mercia. Tn this we may see the 
groundwork of the legendary belief that iElfred. first divided 
England into shires and hundreds. With the shires within his 
own kingdom tliere was no need to meddle. Gneist (Englische 
Verwaltungsrecht, i. 56) enlarges on the share of Alfred in this 
matter, but leaves out Eadward. 

As for the nomenclature of towns and villages, it would seem that 
jdaces were more commonly named directly after individuals in the 
course of the Danish Compiest than they had been by the earlier 
English occiq^iers. At least, among the names given during the 
English occupation, tho&e which arc formed from the i)ropcr name 
itself are less common than those which are formed from the 
patronymic ending in These hn-t again raise the question, 

how far they are called after historical individuals and how far 
they are tribe-names called after some mythical patriarch. This 
last view will be found discussed at length by Kemble, Saxons in 
England, i. 59 and Aj)pendix A. (See also Comparative Politics, 395.) 
Names like Tooting, "Bensmgton, Gillingham, give the typical forms. 
On the other hand (see Kemble’s note, p. 60), it should be re- 
membered that this familiar form ing, being so familiar, has often 
swallowed up others ; thus Ethandiin, A^bbandun, Huntandun, 
forms of quite different origin, have been corrupted into Edington, 
Abingdon, Huntingdon. Birmingham again has been thought to 
to be a corruption of Bromicham, but Mr. Kemble (i. 457) admits 
it as a genuine patronymic from the Beormingas. On the other 
hand, Gleestingabyrig, a genuine patronymic, has been conaipted into 
Glastcnbury, and a wrong derivation given to the name. 



iETHELRED AND ^ETIIELFL.ED OP MERCIA. 


573 


An exact parallel to the Danish system of nomenclature is 
supplied by a later and less known, though very remarkable, settle- 
ment of the same kind, the Flemish occupation of Pembrokeshire 
in the twelfth century. The villages in the Teutonic part of that 
county bear names exactly analogous to those of Lincolnshire, 
only ending in the English ton instead of the Danish hy. Such 
are Johnston, Williamston, Herbrandston, and a crowd of others. 


NOTE F. p. 54. 

vEtiielred and A^TIIELFL.ED of MkRC’IA. 

The Chronicles speak of yEthclred as Ealdorman of that part of 
Mercia which was kept by TElfred, in 886, when London was 
entrusted to his keeping. See also the extract from Asser in 
Florence, where he is described as Merciorum comes,” He 
married AClfred's daughter A^lthelllajd, and he appears, even in the 
older state of things in Mercia, to have held a special position 
under Burhred, as in a charter in Cod, Dipl. ii. 99, confirmed by 
Burhred rex Merciorum,'^ he describes himself as ‘‘AilSelred Deo 
adjuvante Merciorum dux/’ a title which suggests tliose of “Fran- 
corum ” and Anglorum dux.” His reappointment by A^lfred 
must have been one of the King’s first acts after flic jieacc with 
Guthrum, as we find a charter of his of the yeai* 880 in Ck;d. Dij)l. 
ii. 107, in which his style runs thus; ‘‘Ego A^lSelred, gratia 
Domini largiflua concedente, dux et patricius gontis JMcrcioium 
cum licentia et impositione nianus vPllfredi regis, una cum testi- 
monio et consensu seniorum ejusdem gentis episcoporuin vel 
principum, pro redemptione animaruin nostrarum et pro sospitate 
necnon et stabilitate Merciorum^ So in a charter of 883 

(Cod. Dipl. ii. 110), which begins in Latin and goes on in English, 
and which even in the English paiT comes nearer than usual to the 
inflated style of the Latin documents ; “ Ic JESelrood ealdorman 
inbyrdendre Godes gefe gewelegod and gewlenced mid suine dcvle 
Mercna rices • . t . mid yElfredes cyninges leafe and gewitnesse, 
and mid ealra Myrcna witena godcundra hada and woroldcundra,” 
The words “ sume daele ” seem to mark yEthelred as holding a 
smaller territorial jurisdiction under AGlfred than ho had held 
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under Burhred, and the formula reminds one of Cnut’s style 
(Florenee 1031); “Rex totius Anglim et Denemarci. et Norre- 
ganorum et partis Suanorum,” Mercia however is still a kingdom 
like Ireland up to 1801, and iEthelred looks very like a Lord 
Lieutenant holding an Irish Parliament. Kerning’s Worcester 
Cartulary (93) records another Mercian Gemot held by Athelred , 

“ pa tSe gere geheon JiSelred alderman alle Mercna weotan to 
somne to Gleaweceastre biscopas and aldermen and all his dugutSe, 
and biet dyde he iElfredcs cyninges gewitnesse and leafe. 

The position of Althelred in Mercia is thus described by William 
of Malmesbury (ii. I 25 )i “Rl® [Elfte^lus] duo regna Merciorum 
et West-Saxonum coiijunxerit, Merciorum nomine tenus quippe 
commendatum duci Etheredo, tenens.” He had already said 
(ii. 1 21) ‘‘ Loiidoniam, caput regni Merciorum [‘‘caput regni, 

Merciorum”!] cuidani primario Etheredo in fidelitatein suam cum 
filia Ethelfliedi concessit.” This use of “ regnum ” is like the use of 
the same word as applied to Bavaria under the Agilolfing Duke . 

(See Waitz, hi. 302.) t 1 . 

It may perhaps be thought that JEthelred and the La y 
themselves more nearly on an equality with their brother than 
they had done with their father ; at least in a charter of 90i (CoA 
Dinl ii 136) they seem to assume a more royal stylo ; ^«elred 
^S[elflaidque o]pitulante gratuita Dei gratia monarchzam i/emo- 
rum tenentes honorifieeque gubernantes et defendentes. A 
may be a sign of a higher rank that KDthelred, who in Alfred s 
time (as in 886) is called only Ealdorman, in Eadwards reigm m 
twice called » Myrcna hlaford ” in the Chronicles. One time is in 
"i when his dlath is recorded (though he is called “Ealdorman” 
in other entries of the same event), and again in piP. when his 
daughter Alfwyn is spoken of. Florence too m 912 o^l s h 
» dux et patricius, dominus et subregulus Merciorum ; ^nd again 
in oiO “ subregulus.” This last title he also gives him in Alfred s 
time ill 894. but in 886 he is only “comes.” However this may 
be in another charter of 904 (Cod. Dipl. 11. 148), granted to a 
subordinate Ealdorman Athelfrith, the supremacy of Eadward is 
distinctly recognized ; “ pr^dictus dux rogavit Eaduuardum regem 
et A«elredum quoque et ASelfliedam qui tunc principatum et 
potestatem gentis Merciorum sub prredicto rege tenuerunt, omnes 
etiam Benatores Merciorum/* 
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As ^tlielrcd is Myrcna hlaford,” so ^thelflsed always appears 
in the Chronicles as “ Myrcna hlsefdige,” and in Florence as 
Merciorum domina/' Lady, I need hardly say, was in Wessex 
the highest female title, being reserved for the King’s wife. But in 
Mercia, as not being affected by the crime and punishment of 
Eadburh, the title of Queen seems to have gone on. In the 
Chronicles (888) we read of JElfred’s sister, the widow of Burhred, 
as ^tSelswiS ewen.” ‘‘ Hlsefdige ” therefore may perhaps have 
been meant as a title less distinctly royal; but in the Annalos 
Cambrise (917) we read, rifled regina obiit.” 

On the whole it seems plain that the position of ^thelred, and 
still more the position of his widow, was something above that of 
an ordinary Ealdorman. It should be remembered that hn was the 
first Ealdorman of what had not long before been a mighty king- 
dom, and this quasi-Yoyv^ position was a natural stage in the 
process of incorporation. 


NOTE O. pj). 58, 1 19. 

The Commendation of 924. 

My narrative of the relations between England and Scotland, 
and my view of the dependence of the Scottish crown on the 
English Emjnre from 924 to 1328, are gi’ounded on what I believe 
to be the sure witness of ancient authorities, read to a great extent 
under the guidance of Sir Francis Palgrave. All notion of any 
legal or permanent .dependence such as I assert is cast aside by 
the late Mr, E W. Robertson in liis book entitled ‘‘ Scotland under 
Early Kings.” That book is one which, though I hold many of 
its views to be erroneous, cannot be passed by without notice. It 
IS a work of deep research and ability, and Mr. Robertson has 
the advantage of an acquaintance with Celtic literature to which I 
can make no pretensions. And I find with especial pleasure that, 
on several points where our theories do not clash, Mr. Robertson 
and myself have come independently to the same conclusions. 
Still on the points at issue I confess that, after reading Mr. Robert- 
son’s arguments, I remain of the same opinion as I was before. 
He has thrown a certain amount of doubt on a few details which 
are not absolutely essential, but I think that he has utterly failed to 
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upset those clear passages of the Chronicles on which the belief 
which I share with Sir Francis Palgrave mainly rests. Unluckily 
the scheme of my work does not allow me to grapple in detail 
with all Mr. Uobertson’s arguments as to the earliest stages of the 
question. But I confess that I feel strongly inclined to enter 
minutely into them in some other shape. The subject is one 
excellently suited for a monograph. I have myself dealt with 
some parts of it somewhat more fully in my Historical Essays 
(First Series, p. 56). But I feel that the question is very far from 
being exhausted, and I trust that some other champion of the rights 
of Eadward and -dCthelstan may be forthcoming. 

The point which forms the immediate subject of this Note is the 
Commendation of Scotland to Eadward in 924, the most impor- 
tant point in the whole dispute. The choosing of Eadward as 
Father and Lord by the King of Scots apd the whole people of the 
Scots is, both in the thirteenth and in the nineteenth century, 
the primary fact from which the English controversialist starts. 
William of Malmesbury, or even Florence of Worcester, may have 
blundered or exaggerated about Eadgar's triumph at Chester or 
about any other point of detail, but, as long as the fact of the 
great Commendation is admitted, the case of the West- Saxon 
Emperors of Britain stands firm. That Commendation is recorded, 
as clearly as words can record it, not in a ballad or in a saga, not 
in the inflated rhetoric of a Latin charter, but in the honest 
English of the Winchester Chronicle. Than its words no words 
can be plainer ; “ And hine geces j?a to feeder and to hlaforde 
Scotta cyniiig and call Scotta ]?eod, and Reegnald and Eadulfes 
suna and eallc pa pe on Norf)hymbrum, bugeaf), 8egf>er ge Englisce, 
ge Denisce, ge NorJ^men, ge o]?re, and eac Strsecled Weala cyning, 
and ealle Strsecled Wealas.'’ I add the translation of Florence, 
who places the event in 921, not however as holding that it adds 
anything to the authority of the original record ; “ Eo tempore rex 
Scottorum cum tota gente sua, Reignoldus rex Danoruin cum 
Anglis et Danis Horthhymbriam incolentibus, rex etiam Streat- 
cledwalorum cum suis, regem Eadwardum seniorem si hi in patrem 
et dominum elegerunt, firmumque cum eo fefedus pepigerunt.** 
Now if we are not to believe a fact on such evidence as this, there 
is nothing in those times which we can believe. It is strange that, 
in the obvious place for treating of the subject, in the text of his 



THE COMMENDATION OP 924. 


677 


history at vol. i. p. 59, Mr. Robertson has not a word to say 
about the matter, but passes over the year 924 as if it were bare 
of events. But in an Appendix (vol. ii. p. 394) he discusses the 
matter at some length. To the truth of the famous record which 
I have quoted at pp. 58, T19 of my own text Mr. Robertson makes 
several objections. 

First, he alleges that the Northumbrian Danes did not submit to 
Eadward. It is almost enough to answer that this passage is 
evidence that they did. If we arc not to accept the distinct 
statements of the Chronicles, we are altogether at sea in the 
history of these times. Mr. Robertson's reason for doubting the 
truth of the statement is that it is inconsistent with certain passages 
in other English writers — he might have added in the Chronicles 
themselves — which attribute the first annexation of Northumber- 
land to ^thclstan in 926. But there is nothing irreconcileablo in 
the two statements. I gave the explanation in the text of my 
first edition without having heard of Mr. Robertson s objections ; 
“ Ead ward's immediate kingdom reached to the Humber, and his 
over-lordship extended over the whole island " (p. 58). But, from 
926 onwards, the object of Hithelstan and his successors was to 
extend, not their over-lordship but their immediate sovereignty, 
over the whole of Northumberland. ‘^H^^thelstan cyning feng to 
NorShymbra rice." He became the immediate King of the country, 
whereas Eadward had been only Father and Lord to its Kings and 
people. After 926 Northumbrian Kings were often set up, but, 
except the lords of Bamburgh, of whom I shall speak in another 
Note, no Northumbrian prince was admitted by JEthelstan to 
vassalage. He asserted and maintained an immediate dominion 
over the country. This system was followed by his successors, 
except during the momentary recognition of Olaf and Rjegnald by 
Eadmund in 943. There is therefore no contradiction. Eadward 
introduced one state of things in Northumberland and JEthelstan 
introduced another. 

Secondly, Mr. Robertson objects that the Chronicles represent 
the Commendation to have been made atBakewcll in the Peakland, 
and that this is inconsistent “with the words which Simeon and 
Florence place in the mouth of Malcolm Ceanmore " in 1092 (it 
should be 1093), which “ show thaL in the opinion of that age, no 
Scottish King had ever met an Anglo-Saxon sovereign except upon 

VOL. I. p p 
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their mutual [sic] frontiers.*' Now, if there were any real incon- 
sistency between the two statements, the direct statement of the 
Chronicle under the year 924 is surely much better authority for 
the events of the year 924 than an inference made by Mr. Hobert- 
son from a speech attributed to Malcolm in 1093. If Malcolm’s 
speech contradicts the facts of history, so much the worse for 
Malcolm and bis speech. But there is really no inconsistency at 
all. The Chronicle in no way implies that the Commendation was 
made at Bakewcll, and Malcolm in no way implies that it was not 
made at Bake well. The Chronicler puts the Commendation of the 
King of Scots and the other princes in the same year as the build- 
ing of the fortress of Bakewcll ; he may even imply that Eadward's 
progress towards the North, of which the fortification of Bakewcll 
was a part, had a share in bringing about the submission of all 
these Northern Kings. But he does not say that any of them 
came to Bakewcll to make the Commendation. Malcolm says only 
that the Kings of Scots had been used to “ do their duty " (rectitu- 
dinem facere) to the Kings of the English only on the confines of 
their dominions. The assertion may be true or false ; but it is 
quite another thing from asserting that no King of Scots had ever 
met an English King anywhere but on the frontier. The first jdace 
of meeting need not have been the same as that which was usual 
169 years later. There is in short nothing to show whether the 
Commendation took place at Bakcwell or anywhere else. 

Lastly, Mr. Kobertson objects that Roegnald or Begenwald, who 
is described as one of the princes who submitted in 924, died in 
921. I presume that, along with the Commendation of Ksegnald 
in 924, Mr. Robertson sets aside his taking of York, which the 
Chronicles place in 923. This is asking us to give up a good deal 
out of deference to his Irish guides. But here again there is no 
necessary inconsistency. Mr. Robertson refers to the Annals of 
Ulster. Those Annals (Ant. Celt. Norm. p. 66) undoubtedly kill 
“Reginald OTvar," not in 921 but in 920 ; but the name was a 
common one, and I see no evidence that the two Raegnalds need be 
the same. The Annals of Ulster themselves show that there was 
another person of the same name, “ Reginald Maffo Beolach,” living 
in the same part of the world in 917, and it would be worth 
inquiring whether any of these Rsegnalds — the name is spelt in 
endless ways — can be the same as the Reegnald who figures at this 
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time in the history of Gaul (see p. 163). I will not rely on the 
signatures of two charters of 930 by Eegenwald or Rcinwald (Cod. 
Dipl. ii. 168-171), because Mr. Kemble marks them as doubtful. 
Anyhow I see no proof of error in our Chronicles. There is no 
real contradiction between the Englisji and Irish authorities; and 
if there be, I really do not see why the Englishman must needs 
go to the wall. But granting that Bsegnald’s name was wrongly 
inserted, such a mistake would not touch the main fact of the 
Commendation. Such a fact as the Commendation of Scotland and 
Strathclyde is a thing about which there could be no mistake. 
It is eitl^r an historical truth or a barefaced lie. But in mention- 
ing several minor princes who commended themselves at the same 
time, a wrong name might easily slip in without any evil intention. 
Several Northumbrian chiefs commended themselves ; Baognald 
was a famous Northumbrian name; a scribe might easily put 
Rsegnald instead of some other name. The blunder would not be 
so bad as when Thietmar calls A^llfheah* Dunstan (see Appendix 
00 ), or as the utter confusion whicli the Scandinavian writers 
make of the names and order both of English Kings and of Norman 
Dukes. 

I have examined this question in full, because it is the root of 
the whole matter. Other questions raised by Mr. Eobertson I 
• must pass by, or reserve for some other opportunity for discussion. 
I certainly think that the Commendation of 924 is in no way 
touched by Mr. Robertson's objections, and I fed sure, from the 
acuteness which Mr. Robertson displays in other parts of his work, 
that he would never have satisfied himself with such futile argu- 
ments except under the influence of strong national partiality. 

Another point, which I have briefly mentioned at pp. 131, 45 is 
worth notice. The fact that the people, as well as the King, choose 
Eadward as their lord does not seem to me to imply that he 
became lord to each particular man. In cases where the relation 
was much closer than between Scotland and England, the arriere 
vassal was not the man of the over-lord. Thus John of Joinville, 
as a vassal of thci» Count of Champagne, refused to do homage to 
the King of the French, because he was not his man. When 
Henry the Second exacted an oath of fealty from the vassals of 
William the Lion, the claim was a novelty, and it was given up by 

p p a 



580 


APPENDIX. 


Richard the First, a renunciation which has been perverted into a 
renuhciation of all superiority over Scotland. 

But when we reach the final quarrel between Edward the First 
and J ohn of Balliol, it turns on a question which looks very like a 
claim on the part of the King of England to jurisdiction in internal 
Scottish affairs. That is to say, Edward the First, as a feudal 
superior, received appeals from the courts of the King of Scots, 
exactly as the King of the French, Edward’s own feudal superior 
for the duchy of Aquitaine, received appeals from Edward’s courts 
in that duchy. We can hardly suppose that any such right was 
contemplated in the original Commendation ; it is a notioif essenti- 
ally belonging to a later time. But it was no arbitrary invention 
of Edward ; he did but receive the appeals which Scottish suitors 
brought before him of their own accord. The truth is that, when 
the commendatory relation had, in the ideas of both sides, changed 
into a strictly feudal one, the right of appeal would seem to follow 
as a matter of course, and neither side would stop to ask whether 
such a right was really implied in the ancient Commendation. 


NOTE H. pp. 63, 125. 

The Gkant of Cumberland. 

Nothing can be plainer than the entry on this head in the 
Chronicles (945)» Her Eadmund cyning ofer hergode eal Cumbra- 
land, and hit let eal to Malculme Scotta cyninge on J>8et gerad J59et 
he waere his midwyrhta aegj^er gc on sm ge on lande.” 

Florence simply translates, except that a slight tinge of the later 
feudalism is perhaps thrown in when he expresses the word 
“midwyrhta” by “fidelis.” Henry of Huntingdon (M. H. B. 
746 C), though bringing in some rather vague matter, is more 
literal in his version on this point ; “ Sequenti vero anno totam 
Cumberland, quia gentem provincim illius perfidam et legibus 
insolitam ad plenum domare nequibat, praedavit et contrivit et 
commendavit earn Malculmo regi Scotiae hoc pacto, quod in auxilio 
sibi foret terra et mari.” William of Malmesbury (ii. 141) merely 
says, “ Provincia quae vocatur Cumberland regi Scottorum Mal- 
Qolmo, sub fidelitate jurisjurandi commeudata.” Roger of Wend- 
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over (ii. 398) adds the. two important details, which he could 
hardly have invented, that Eadmuiid was helped in liis expedition 
by Lly welyn of Dyfed, and ^ that the sons of Dummail or Donald 
were blinded; ‘‘ Eodem anno rex Eadmundus, adjutorio Leolirii 
regis Demetise fretus, Cumbriam totani cunctis opibus spoliavit, 
ac duobus filiis Dummail, ejusdem provinciae regis, oculorum luce 
privatis, regnum illud Maleolmo, Scotorum regi, de se tenendum 
concessit, ut aquilonales Anglige partes terra marique ab hostium 
adventantium incursione tueretur/' 

The Scottish writers, as I have said in the text, in no way deny 
the fact of the grant ; they are indeed rather inclined, for obvious 
reasons, to make too much rather than too little of it. Forduii 
(iv. 24) is more explicit than any of the English writers, and uses 
the most distinctly feudal language ; “ Provinciam, quae vocatur 
Ciimbreland, regi Scotorum Maleolmo rex sub fidelitate jiiris- 
jurandi commendavit, haec ille. Postmodum vero statim inter eos 
concordatum est, et amborum consilio decretum, ut in futurum, 
pro bono continuandoe pacis utriusque regni, Malcolmi regis 
proximus haeres Indulfus, eaeterorumque regum Scotorum haeredes 
qui pro tempore fuerint, Edmundo regi suisque succcssoribus Anglis 
regibus homagium pro Cumbria facerent, ac fidelitatis sacramen- 
tum.^' He goes on to say, in language which seems to come from 
the same source as the words of Henry of Huntingdon, that neither 
King was ever to take the Cumbrians, “ barbaram aquilonis et 
perfidam gentem,’^ into his direct favour or homage, a promise 
which was afterwards broken on both sides. 

The fact of the grant is also admitted in the book called 
‘‘Extracta ex Cronicis Scocie,” pp. 49, 50, though the compiler 
vigorously asserts a former Scottish possession which was lost 
through the Scottish defeat at Brunanburh. Of King Gregory 
(875-892) we read (p. 46), Hie etiam strenue totam subjugavit 
Hiberniam et pene totam Angliam.^^ Of Constantine (p. 47), “Hie 
rex xl annis regnavit, et quamvis contra euin bellabant reges 
Anglorum, Ead^^?^7^w5 [sic] et filius suus nothus Adelstanus suc- 
cessive regnantes, et contra Scotos cum Danis pactum et pacem 
inierunt, qui post iv annos rumpitur, et Angli a Scotis veniam 
precantea iterum Scotos sibi reconciliarunt. Quo toto tempore 
rex Constantinus Cumbriam et ceteras terras in Anglia posse- 
dit, et regni sui anno xvi dedit Eugenio filio Dovenaldi sperato 
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successor! dimidium regni Cumbri hereditarie possidendum.’' It is 
curious to see the frame of mind in which he approaches the 
mention of Brunanburh ; “ Infaustus ille dies Scotis, nam quaeque 
dominia temporibus Gregorii et hactenus conquesta, necnon liv 
annis possessa, quidam scribunt Constantinum regem hoc bello 
perdidisse/' 

So we find it also in Hector Boece (218 6), by whose time the 
story had got further confused, and the grant, or rather treaty, is 
now attributed to ^thelstan instead of Eadmund ; ‘‘ Secundum 
legationem omnibus consentientibus foedus inter Anglos Scotosque 
veteribus conditionibus est ictum, hac unica adjecta, ut Anglis 
Northumbria, Danico turn sanguine pene referto, cederent ; Cum- 
bria ac Vestmaria Scotis; ea lege, ut Scotorum princeps (it£weum 
qui secundum regem vita functum summum obiturus est magis- 
tratum, uti est significatum antea, vocant nostrates) in verba 
Anglorum regis ea pro rcgione juraret/^ This passage is worth 
notice, as showing that the modern use of the word Prince^ as 
equivalent to JEthcling, was coming into use in Boece’s time, but 
that it still needed explanation. 

As to the fact and the nature of the grant to Malcolm there can, 
I think, be no doubt. It was probably the earliest instance in 
Britain of a fief in the strictest sense, as opposed to a case of 
commendation. But I wish to keep myself as clear as possible 
from all mazes as to the ever fluctuating boundaries of Strathclyde 
or Cumberland, On the whole matter, I would refer to Palgrave, 
English Commonwealth, i. 440 et seqq. 


NOTE I. p. 65. 

The Cession of Lothian. 

The question with regard to Lothian is briefly this. Was the 
cession of that part of Northumberland to the Scottish crown a 
grant from Eadgar to his faithful vassal Kenneth 1 Or was the 
district wrung by Malcolm from the fears of Eadwulf Cutel, or won 
by force of arms after the battle of Carham in 1018 ? 

Mr. Robertson (Scotland under Early Kings, i. 96 ; ii. 390 et 
seqq., 426 et seqq.), consistently with his theory, strongly adopts 
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the latter view, and maintains the former to be a mere fabrica- 
tion.” To me the question seems a very difficult one, about which 
it will be well to go minutely through all the authorities. 

The Chronicles, Florence, William of Malmesbury, Simeon of 
Durham in his main history, are all silent as to any transfer of 
Lothian from English to Scottish dominion. And yet nothing is 
more certain than that Lothian was at one time English and that 
at a later time it became Scottish. The only question is as to the 
date of the change. The first beginnings of the Scottish occupa- 
tion of Lothian are certainly older than either of the dates given 
above. Indulf, who reigned from 954 to 962, occupied Edinburgh, 
UadwinesburJij the frontier fortress of the great Northumbrian 
Bretwalda, which ever after remained in the power of the Scots. 
This does not seem to have been a conquest made in war. The 
English forsook the post ‘‘ In hujus tempore,” says the Pictish 
Chronicler (Ant. Celt. Norm. p. 142), ‘‘ oppidum Eden vacuatum 
est, ac relictum cst Scottis usque in hodiernum diem.” Possibly 
Edinburgh was a grant made by Eadrcd on his final acquisition 
of Northumberland in 954. Eadred^s relations with Scotland wore 
friendly. The Scots made full submission to him on liis election 
in 946 ; they acted as his allies in his wars with the rebellious 
Northumbrians ; Scots and English, “ the men of Alba and the 
Saxons,” were, according to the Four Masters (vol. ii. p. 668), 
defeated by the ‘‘foreigners” — doubtless the Danes — in 951. If 
Eadred rewarded his Scottish ally with the grant of Edinburgh, 
the step would be very like the grant of Cumberland to Malcolm 
in 945. On the other hand, it is quite possible that the relin- 
quishment of Edinburgh by the English may have been less wholly 
an act of free will than the grant of Cumberland ; it may have 
been found difficult or useless to maintain so distant a fortress 
during the troubles of the reign of Eadwig. But on any showing, 
the event of Indulfs reign was simply a relinquishment of the 
single fortress of Edinburgh, though such a relinquishment may 
well have been felt, especially on the Scottish side, to bo mei ely 
a step towards the transfer of the whole province. For the date of 
the great cession our authorities are John of Wallingford (p. 544 ) 
and Roger of W^endover (i. 416), who give the earlier date, and 
Simeon of Durham in his Tract on the Northumbrian Earls (X 
Scriptt. 81), who gives the later. 
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According to John of Wallingford, Eadgar (see p. 266 and 
Appendix KK), in a meeting of the Northumbrian Witan at York 
(“ barones Northumbrenses in concilium convocans apud Ebora- 
cum”), divided the ancient kingdom into two earldoms, giving 
Deira to Oslac and Bernicia (which John confusedly calls Deira) to 
Eadwulf ‘‘ Evelchild/' The name of Eadwulf is seemingly due to 
some confusion with Oswulf, whom John fancies to be dead. But 
Lothian, the northern part of Bernicia, lying exposed to the incur- 
sions of the Scots, was little valued by the English Kings. The 
King of Scots moreover asserted a claim to it by hereditary right. 
Kenneth accordingly went to London, accompanied by the two 
Northumbrian Earls and by JGlfsige Bishop of Lindisfarne, to seek 
a conference with Eadgar. Eadgar received him friendly, and 
Kenneth opened his case, praying for Lothian as an ancient 
possession of the Scottish Kings. Eadgar referred the matter to 
his Witan (‘^ caussam curiae suae intimavit by whose consent the 
province was granted in fief — I cannot avoid the terms of a later 
jurisprudence — to Kenneth, who dkl homage for it. Kenneth also 
promised that the ancient laws and customs of the country should 
be preserved and the English language retained, an engagement 
which was strictly carried out (^‘ sub cautione multa promittens 
quod populo partis illius antiquas consuetudines non negaret, et 
sub nomine et lingua Anglicana permanerent. Quod usque 
hodie firmum manet Thus the old dispute about Lothian was 
settled, though new ones often arose (‘‘sicque determinata est vetus 
querela de Louthion, et adhuc nova ssepe intentatur 

Boger of Wendover is briefer. He tells how Earl Eadwulf 
— he does not mention Oslac — and Bishop TElfsige took the 
Scottish King to the court of Eadgar; how the King of the 
English gave Kenneth many magnificent presents, and granted 
to him the whole land of Lothian. The tenure was that, each 
year, on the great feasts when the King wore his crown (see the 
Peterborough Chronicle under the year 1087), the King of Scots 
should come to his court with the other princes of his realm. 
Eadgar also assigned to his royal vassal and his successors 
several houses at different points of the road, at which they 
could be entertained' on their way to the English court, \Vhich 
mansions the Kings of Scots retained down to the time of 
Henry the Second. 
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Simeon places the cession after the death of Uhtred in ioi 6 
(see p. 448 ) ; 

“ Quo [Ucthredo] occiso, frater ipsius Eadulf cognomento Cudel, 
ignavus valde et timidus, et successit in comitatum. Timens autem 
ne Scotti mortem suorum quos frater ejus, ut supradietum est [see 
p. 329 ], occiderat, in se vindicarent, totum Lodorieiurn oh satisfac- 
tionem et firmam concordiam eis donavit. Hoc modo Lodoiieium 
adjectum est regno Scottorum/’ 

Now, looking at our authorities in the abstract, there is no 
doubt as to the infinite superiority of Simeon, our very best au- 
thority for Northumbrian affairs, over two late and often inaccurate 
writers like John of Wallingford and Roger of Wendover. If 
there is an irreconcil cable contradiction between the two stories, 
Simeon’s story is to be preferred without hesitation. I hold that 
Simeon s statement distinctly proves that some cession of Lothian 
was made by Eadwulf, and, if so, we can hardly be wrong in 
setting down that cession as a result of the battle of Carham. 
The question is whether this can be admitted, and at the same 
time some kernel of truth be recognized in the story told by 
John and Roger. Let us first see what the witness of those 
writers is worth in itself. 

I need hardly say that secondary writers of this sort, even the 
best of them, must be subjected to much severer tests than any 
that we apply to the Chronicles, to Florence, or even to AVilliam 
of Malmesbury. We accept nothing, strictly speaking, on their 
authority. We weigh their statements and judge what they are 
worth, both according to the laws of internal evidence and according 
to the way in which they may incidentally fall in with or inci- 
dentally contradict the statements of better writers. We put very 
little faith in their details, which are more likely than not to be 
romantic additions. Still in all cases we acknowledge the likelihood 
that there is some kernel of truth round which the romantic details 
have grown. John of Wallingford is undoubtedly a writer whom 
it is not safe to trust, unless his statements have some strong 
confirmation, internal or external. Of his way of dealing with 
matters, I have ^ven some specimens in the course of this volume 
(see Note GG). Still he is not to be cast aside as wholly worth- 
less. A few pages before the passage with which we are concerned 
(PP* 535> 54o)> he shows a good deal of critical acumen in pointing 
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out the chronological impossibility of the tale which makes Bolf an 
ally of the great jEthelstan (see above, p. 165), Roger of Wendover 
is, on the whole, a more trustworthy writer than John, and when 
he c(^mes nearer to his own time, he becomes a very valuable 
authority ; but for times so far removed from their own days, J ohn 
and Roger must be set down as writers belonging essentially, to the 
same class. Now in comparing their two statements as to the 
cession of Lothian by Eadgar, we are at once struck by the fact 
that the two accounts seem quite independent of each other. 
There is no sign that either narrative is borrowed from the other, 
no sign that the two are borrowe'd from some common source. The 
two stories do not directly contradict one another ; but they have 
nothing in common, except the bare facts that Kenneth received 
the province from Eadgar, and that Earl Eadwulf and Bishop 
jElfsige had a hand in the business. They are two independent 
witnesses, pointing, as it seems to me, to two independent sources 
of tradition or lost record. And of the two, the narrative of John 
of Wallingford certainly has the clearer inherent signs of trust- 
worthiness. If there is any ground to suspect fabrication with 
a motive — not necessarily in the historian himself, but in those 
whom he followed — it certainly appears in the narrative of Roger 
rather than in that of John. Roger gives no account of the cir- 
cumstances of the grant, he assigns no intelligible political motive 
for it, he describes no intelligible tenure by which the fief was to be 
held; he dwells mainly on the magnificence of the presents made 
by Eadgar to Kenneth, and on points bearing on questions which, 
when he wrote, were matters of recent controversy and negotiation. 
The points brought out into the greatest prominence are the duty 
of the King of Scots to attend at the English court, and the signs at 
once of English munificence and of Scottish submission displayed 
in the preparations made for the due reception of the royal vassal. 
These were points of no small interest in the times when Roger 
was young, and which were not forgotten when he wrote. There 
is nothing of this kind in the narrative of John of Wallingford. 
He has undoubtedly made a false step on ground on which it is 
very easy to make a false step, namely in the succession of the 
Northumbrian Earls. Even the accurate Simeon, writing so much 
nearer to the place and to the time, has himself, in one case at 
least, done the like (see Note LLL). John's Eadwulf Evelchild 
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ought to be Oswulf, just as Simeon's TJhtred, in the account of the 
battle of Carhams ought to be Eadwulf. But John's main story 
fits in very well with the facts of the case. Mr. Bobertson (ii. 391) 
objects that there was no “old quarrel about Lothian." But the 
facts show that there was. Surely Lothian was an old Pictish 
possession which had been conquered by the Angles, and which 
was sometimes partially won back by its old owners. The wars 
of -Slthelfrith (Raeda, i. 34) and of Ecgfrith (iv. 26) surely make 
up a very old “querela de Louthion," but one not too old for 
Celtic memories to bear in -mind. The acquisition of Edinburgh, 
however made, shows that the Scottish Kings in the tenth century 
were looking steadily in the direction of Lothian. Kenneth him- 
self, friendly as he now was to Eadgar, had made at least 
one foray into the country. The Pictish Chronicle (Ant. Celt. 
Norm. 143) says, “Primo anno perrexit Cinadius et praulavit 
Saxoniam [Lothian] et traduxit filium regis Saxonum " (sec p. 
65). The captivity of an English ^theling is a grotesque exag- 
geration ; but we may accept the fact that Kennetli had some 
border skirmishes with the local Earl, who in 971, the first year of 
Kenneth, would be Oswulf. All this shows that the acquisition of 
Lothian was at this time a favourite object of Scottish ambition. 
And now that Eadgar and Kenneth were on fi iendly terms, a grant 
of the country, like the undoubted grant of Cumberland, like the 
probable grant of Edinburgh, might be an act of thoroughly good 
policy on the part of England. A distant i)rovince, which it was 
hard to keep as an integral part of the kingdom, might bo pru- 
dently granted as a fief to the prince by whom it was claimed, and 
to whose incursions it lay open. That the conditions spoken of by 
John of Wallingford, the retention of the laws and language of 
Lothian, were strictly kept, is proved by the whole later history. 
The laws and language of Lothian became the laws and language of 
the historic Scotland. 

The cession recorded by John of Wallingford seems therefore to 
be in itself highly probable. Rut is it inconsistent with the later, 
and undoubtedly better authenticated, cession recorded by Simeon 
of Durham '1 It* does not seem to me to be so ; neitlier did it 
to Sir Francis Palgrave (Engl. Comm. i. 474, 47 ?) 
penberg (ii, 141, 207, p. 473 of the original). It may be that the 
word Lothian, a somewhat vague name, has a slightly different 
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meaning in the two passages ; it may be that a cession was made to 
Kenneth by Eadgar, and a further cession by Eadwulf Cutel to. 
Malcolm. It is less easy to believe, with Sir Francis Palgrave, 
that Eadwulf s cession was a cession of the rights of the local Earl, 
reserved, or not formally surrendered, at the time of the earlier 
grant by the King. The simplest explanation is to suppose that 
Lothian was recovered by the English after the great • victory of 
TJlitred in 1006, that it was occupied again by the Scots after their 
victory at Carham, and that then the cowardly Eadwulf gave up all 
claim to it. Cnut however, in 1031, if not before (see p. 450 and 
Note LLL), set matters straiglit. In that year at least, ‘^Scotta 
cyng him to beah/' ‘^and Wear’S his mann^’ — Malcolm then became 
the liegeman of the King of all England for Scotland and Lothian 
and all that he had. 

This I believe to be the most prol^able explanation of this 
difficult question. The silence of the Chronicles proves nothing 
either way; it has to be accounted for equally on either view 
of the story. No transfer of Lothian at any time is mentioned 
in the Chronicles, yet we know that a transfer did take place at 
some time. The positive argument from the statement of the 
Chronicles is always the strongest that can be found ; the negative 
argument from their silence is, under varying circumstances, of 
every degree of strength and weakness. Here it seems easily 
accounted for. The Chroniclers are at all times somewhat capri- 
cious in their mention or neglect of Scottish affairs. They mention 
neither the victory of Durham nor the defeat of Carham. And the 
reigns of Eadgar and Cnut, the periods with which we are imme- 
diately concerned, are periods in which the Chronicles are decidedly 
meagre, as compared with their minute narratives of the reigns of 
.iEthelred and of Eadward the Confessor. 

How thoroughly English Lothian was held to be long after 
either date assigned to the cession appears from the words of the 
Chronicler, 1091; “Melcolm . . . for mid his fyrde ut of Scotlande 
into LotSene on Englaland.” Florence translates ‘‘Northymbriam 
invasit.’^ One would like to know whether the “xii. villae quas 
in Anglia sub patre illius [Willelmi Rufisc.] habuerat [Malcolmus] 
(Flor. Wig. 1091) were in Lothian or where. 
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NOTE K. pp. 75, 1 17. 

Eajldormen and Kings. 

The description of the oldest Teutonic constitution given by 
Csesar (Bell. Gall. vi. 23) tells us, “In pace nullus est communis 
magistratus ; sed principes regionum atque pagorum inter suos jus 
dicunt.*^ This seems to imply a government by Ealdormcn as 
distinguished from one by Kings. Pagus is the Gau or Shire. 
So Dio (Ixxi. ii), describing the German embassies to Marcus, 
says, ol fiev Kara yevr], ol de kuI Kara enpecrlB^vaavTO, But TacituS 
(Germ. 25, 44) seems to distinguish the tribes “quae regnantur” 
from others. So Arminius was susi^ccted of aiming at royalty 
(Ann. ii. 88) ; “ Ilegnum adfcctans, libertatem popularium adver- 
sam habuit.’' So Baeda (y. 10) describes the Old-Saxons at the end 
of the seventh century. They had no King, but jSatraj^s, that is 
doubtless Ealdormen ; in war-time one Satrap was chosen as a 
common commander, but his superiority ended with the conclusion 
of peace. “Non enim habent regem iidem Antiqui Saxones, sed 
satrapas plurimos suae geiiti praepositos, qui ingruente belli articulo 
mittunt aequaliter sortes, et quemcumque sors ostenderit, hunc 
tempore belli ducein omnes sequuntur, huic obtemjrerant ; peracto 
autem bello, rursum aequalis potentise omnes fiunt satrapae.^’ I 
have collected some other analogous cases in tlie Growth of the 
English Constitution, 172—3 (3rd ed.), and Comparative Politics, 
414. In Zosimos (iv. 34) Athanaric is iipx(*>v and Frithgar 
^y€p,<ap. We may compare the description of the Alemanni at 
the battle of Strassburg in Ammianus, xvi. 12. Chuodomarius, the 
Bretwalda, so to speak, comes first, then some other chiefs by name ; 
“ Hos sequebantur potestate proximi reges numero quinque, 
regalesque decern et optimatum series magna.” Arc the regales 
.d^thelings, or are they suhreguli, under cyningas, ealdormen 1 

With regard to the Kentishmen and the West-Saxons, the ckse 
seems perfectly clear. We read of the Jutes in the Chronicles, 
449, “ Heora heretogan waeron twegen gebroSra, Hengest and 
Horsa.'' Here hSretogan translates the duces of Baeda, i. 15. And 
of the West-Saxons in 495, “ Her comen twegen ealdormen on 
Brytene Cerdic and Cynric his sunu.” Afterwards in 519 we find 
neaily the same words applied to them as to Ida, “ Her Cerdic and 
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Cynric Westseaxena nee onfengon/^ The word rice I take to 
mark the change from ealdormanship to kingship. Between the 
two dates, in 514, is placed the reinforcement under Stuf and 
Wihtgar. The temporary change from Kings hack again to Eal- 
dormen is distinctly asserted by Beeda, iv. 12 ; Quumque mortuus 
esset Coinvalch . . . acceperunt subreguli regnum gentis, et divisum 
inter se tenuerunt annis circiter decern . . . Devictis atque amotis 
subregulis, Csedualla suscepit imperium ” The Chronicles however 
give an uninterrupted succession of Kings during this time. In 
672 Cenwealh dies; his widow Sexburh succeeds — a most rare 
case of a female reign. Then follow iEsewine in 674, Centwine in 
676, Ceadwalla in 685. The change from Ealdormen to Kings in 
Mercia and East- Anglia is also plainly marked in the remarkable 
passage of Henry of Huntingdon which I quoted in page 26. And 
we may with all likelihood, as I there s^id, assert much the same 
of Northumberland. But between the case of Wessex and the case 
of Mercia or Northumberland there would be this difference. In 
Mercia, and probably in Northumberland, a number of small but 
quite independent kingdoms or ealdormanships were brought in 
under the power of a single conqueror, while in Wessex, though 
there. were several Kings at once, a certain national unity was never 
lost. The change therefore from Kings back again to Ealdormen 
was possible in Wessex, where it was merely a change in the form 
of government ; in Mercia it would have been the utter dissolu- 
tion of every tic between the different parts of the country. 

The history of the Lombards affords in this respect a singular 
parallel to the history of the West-Saxons. According to Paul 
Warnefrid (Gest. Langob. i. 14, ap. Muratori, i. 413), they were 
at first governed by Dukes, but afterwards they chose a King; 
“Nolentes jam ultra Langobardi esse sub ducibus, regem sibi ad 
ceterarum instar gentium statuerunt.” There is no reason to 
doubt the fact, though it is placed in a mythical age, and though 
Paul the Deacon is evidently thinking of Saul and the Hebrews. 
Indeed the change from Judges and “Dukes" to Kings among 
the Hebrews and Edomites is only another instance of the same 
law. At a later time, after their settlement in It&ly, the Lombards 
fell back again from Kings to Dukes or Ealdormen. Paul 
Warn. ii. 32; “Post cujus [Cleph] mortem, Langobardi per annos 
decern regem non habentes sub ducibus fuerunt. TJnusquisqu^ 
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enim clucum [there were thirty of them] suam civitatem obtinebat/' 
(See Allen, Royal Prerogative, 165.) In comparing these Lombard 
revolutions with those of the West-Saxons and Old-Saxons, it 
should not be forgotten that a considerable body of Saxons is said 
(Paul Warn. ii. 6) to have taken a part in the Lombard invasion 
of Italy. But parallels may be found in very distant times and 
places. Compare the twelve Kings of Egypt in the second Book 
of Herodgtus. 

That TIeretoga and Ealdorman express the same office in different 
aspects, there can, I think, be no doubt. See Kemble, Saxons 
in England, ii. 126. I do not however understand Mr. Kemble’s 
meaning when he says ; The word Ileretoga is nowhere found 
in the Saxon Chronicle, and, to the best of my remembrance, but 
once in the Charters.” Besides the passage above quoted, it is 
found in the Chronicles under the years 794 (of Danish pirates), 
993 (of English commanders), 1003 (in a pi'overb), 1121 (of a 
Duke of Lotharingia). I have not looked through all the Charters 
for the purpose, but it is used in three successive grants of Bishop 
Oswald (Cod, Dipl. iii. 259, 260, 262) to express an Ealdorman of 
the Mercians. 

We have just seen Ileretoga used in English to translate the 
High-Dutch Herzog ; but the Dukes and Counts of Caul commonly 
appear in the Chronicles as Eorlas, Eorl however, as the later 
equivalent of Ealdoi'man^ is also equivalent to Ileretoga, .dhdfred 
uses Ileretoga to translate the Latin Consul, just as, in return, 
Gaulish Counts and English Ealdormen are constantly spoken of 
as Consules, 

On the use of Ealdor, Ealdorman, Yldestan \>egnas, to express 
simply rank and office without any reference to actual age, and 
for analogous uses in other languages, see Kemble, ii. 128; 
Heywood’s Ranks of the People, 53 ; Schmid’s Glossary under 
Eald, Ealdorman, &c. ; Comparative Politics, 366. We have 
Ealdorapostol, Ealdorhiscop, and even, if I mistake not, EaldordeofoL 
Kemble compares the use of Senatus, y€p<ou, npeo-ISvrepos, and the 
feudal use of Senidr, Seigneur. Tlpcar^vs in the sense of Ambassador 
may be added to the list, and the Latin Patres, Patricius, express 
the same general idea. In the same spirit the Ealdorman s deputy 
is called his Younger ; see -^Ifred^s Ijaws, 3^? § ^ (Schmid, 92)7 
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‘‘ gif J)ises hwset beforan cyninges ealdormonnes gingran gelimpe, 
o^ySe cyninges preSste/' etc. So Lewis tbe Pious (Waitz, iv. 
262, 368) speaks to his oflScials of “ vos et juniores vestri, juniores 
et ministeriales vestri.” 

Illaford^ as equivalent, or perhaps something more than equi- 
valent, to Ealdorman^ seems peculiar to -d^thelred of Mercia 
(see above, p. 382), though of course the word may be applied 
to an Ealdorman, as it is to Brihtnoth in the Song of Maldon, 
with reference to those persons to whom he was personally Jilaford, 
Eorl, I need hardly say, supplanted Ealdorman in later times. 
The older English meaning of the word Eorl has been already 
explained. The later special sense in which it is equivalent to 
Ealdorman came in with the Danes, whose leaders had always 
been called Jarls. The governors of Northumberland, after the 
incorporation under Eadred, certainly bore the Danish title. Urm, 
Andcol, Uhtred (the ancestor of a long line of Northumberland 
Earls), Grim, and Scule, all seemingly Noi'thumbrian chiefs, sign 
a charter of Eadred in 949 (Cod. Dipl. ii. 292) with the title 
of Eorl. The same title is applied to Oslac both in the Chronicles 
under 9*75 (‘^ Oslac se msera eorl”), and in the laws of Eadgar 
(Thorpe, i. 278), where the Earl Oslac seems to be pointedly 
distinguished from the E aldermen ^Ifhere of Mercia and iEthel- 
wine of East- Anglia. So in the Chronicles for 992 ^Ifric 
ealdorman^ (the well-known jElfric, of whom more in Note CC) 
is no less pointedly distinguished from ‘‘ pored eorV But when 
the word Eorl is found in this sense in the Chronicles at an 
earlier date, it is always a sign of later insertion. (See Earle, 
p. 38.) Whether the title was in use throughout the Denalagu 
is less clear. Brihtnoth is called Eorl in the poem of Maldon ; 
but this may be a poetical use. , He is also called Ealdor in the 
wide sense in the poem itself, as well as Ealdorman in various docu- 
ments and in the Chronicles. On the other hand the Chronicles con- 
stantly speak of Ealdormen^evQjx in Danish districts like Lindesey; 
but this may be an accommodation to Southern language, and they 
do so even when speaking of Northumberland. In the purely 
Saxon districts there can be no doubt that thv3 ancient title of 
Ealdorman went on uninterruptedly, till, under Cnut, Eorl gra- 
dually supplanted it everywhere. See p. 407. 

That birth was of less importance in the case of an Ealdorman 
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than in the case of a King appears from the well-known words 
of Tacitus (Germ. 7), “ Heges ex nohilitate, Duces ex virtute 
sumunt.” This is most curiously illustrated in the Song of Bru- 
nanburh, where seven earls of the Danes are killed and five young 
kings (“ Fife lagon On Ssem campstede Ciningas geonge ’')• The 
King ruling ‘‘ex nohilitate” might be young ; the Earl ruling “ ex 
virtute” was likely to be old. 

On this whole subject of the origin and growth of kingship 
see the Authorities and Illustrations to Allen on the Boyal 
Prerogative. 


NOTE L. p. 78. 

Origin of the Word King. 

It is enough for my purpose that the word Cyning is closely 
connected with the word Cyn, (See Allen, Royal Prerogative, 
176; Kemble, i. 153.) That the two words fire of the same 
origin, as is shown by a whole crowd of cognates, cyneharn^ 
cynecyn, cynedom^ cynehehn^ cynelilaford (used in the Chronicles, 
a. 1014, as equivalent to gecynde lilaford), cynelice^ cynericcy 
cynestoL (I copy from Mr. Earless Glossarial Index.) In all these 
words cyn has the meaning of royal. What little I venture to 
say on the remote Aryan affinities of the word I have said in 
Comparative Politics, 450, Growth of the English Constitution, 172. 

The modern High-Dutch Konig is an odd corruption; but the 
elder form is Chuninc. The word hfis never had an English 
feminine; Queen is simply ewen, woman, wife, the same as the 
Greek but in Wessex, from the days of Beorhtric to those 

of William, Owen most rarely occurs (Chron. 855 and Chron. 
Petrib. 1043, though in both these passages it may simply mean 
wife) ; Hlcefdige (see above, p. 575) is the regular title. 

Sir Francis Palgrave's attempt (ii. cccxli.) to derive the word 
from a Celtic root Cen (head), to say nothing of other objections, 
could not account for the use of the word among the Teutonic 
nations on the Gontinent. Still more ludicrous is the notion of 
the King being the canning or cunning man, an idea which could 
have occurred only to a mind on which all '^utonic philology 
was thrown away. It is however as old as Sir Thomas Smith, who, 

VOL. I. q q 
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in the Commonwealth of England (pp. 9, 10) says, “That which we 
cal in one sillahle king in English, the old Englishmen, and the 
Saxons, from whom our tongue is derived, to this day call in 
two sillables, cyning^ which whether it commeth of cen or hen^ 
which betokeneth to know and understand, or can, which be- 
tokeneth to be able, or to have power, I cannot tel.” 

The connexion of Cyning with Cyn is closely analogous to the 
connexion of the word \>eoden (the Gothic 'piudans) with peod 
(see Kemble, i. 152) and that of Drihten with Driht. In all 
these cases the ruler takes his name from those whom he rules. 

The origin of the word is curiously illustrated in Cardinal 
Pole's exposition of the nature of kingship, quoted in Proude's 
History of England, iii. 34. “^What is a kingP he asks. 
‘ A king exists for the sake of his people ; he is an outcome 
from Nature in labour [partus naturae laborantis] ; an institu- 
tion for the defence of material and temporal interests .... 
In human society are three grades — the people — the priesthood, 
the head and husband of the people — the king, who is the child 
[populus enim regem procrcat], the creature, and minister of the 
other two.’ ” 

One can hardly suspect Pole of any Teutonic scholarship, but 
if he had not the true derivation of the word king before his 
eyes, the coincidence is remarkable. Not very unlike is the 
speech of Philip Pot, Great Seneschal of Burgundy in the States 
General of Tours in 1484. “La royaut4 est une dignity et non 
un heritage. Dans Torigine, le peuple souverain cr^a des rois 
pour son utility.” De Cherrier, Histoire de Charles VIII. i. 
76. 


NOTE M. p. 78. 

King of England or King of the English? 

It is most curious to see how very modern are those terri- 
torial titles which, for some centuries past, European Kings 
have thought good to assume. In Greek w^ always find a 
national sovereign described by the national style ; it is always 
AaKcdaifiovifiiv, MaK^6v(ov, even Ilcpcr&v and Mrjdav, fiaaikevs. In Livy 
(xxxi. 14, XXXV. 13) we no doubt read of “ Antiochus rex Syrise” 
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and “ Ptolemaeus rex ^gypti/' But this is of course, because 
the kingship of the Ptolemies and Seleucidse was so utterly 
unnational that any but a territorial description would have been 
absurd. In fact it is a description and not a title. As a 
description of this kind, the words ‘‘Hex Francioe” actually occur 
as early as the tenth century. (Flodoard, A. 924.) But this is 
not a formal title; it is merely the annalist’s vague way of 
describing or pointing at a prince who had as yet no formal 
title. If one Pudolf is Bex Francia^,” in the very same year 
another Budolf is Cisalpinae rex Gallioe,” which certainly never 
was the formal title of any man. The truth is that, throughout 
the ninth and tenth centuries, the various Frankish Kings had 
no formal title beyond the vague ^‘Rex Francorum," , common 
to all of them. The Chroniclers had therefore to describe each 
King as they might, just as the sons of Charles the Great are 
indifferently called ‘‘Rex super Aquitaniam,” or “Italiam,” Ann. 
Laur. 781 (Pertz, i. 32); “Bex in Aquitania,’^ Ann. Egin. 781, 
and “Aquitanise Rex’’ (ib. 813). But when the French Kings 
adopted a formal title, I^e^v Francorum Christianissimiis was the 
style down to the end of the line of Valois. Francice. et Navarroi 
Rex came in with Henry of Bourbon. When the ancient style 
was revived in 1791, and again in 1830, many j^eople seem to 
have thought it a strange innovation. 

In both Empires, down to the last days of each, the style is 
always “ RCmanorum Imperator,” 'Pw/zaiW /^ao-Acas*. It is only 
late in the thirteenth century, and when a prince has to be 
described by his dominions, that we find such a title as the 
Trapezuntine style Trto-Toy (3a(ri\€vs fcal avTOKpdreop 'AvaroXrjs, *ll3f}pcop, 
Ka\ ll(pnr€Las. (Finlay, Mediaeval Greece and Trebizond, 370*) 
earlier days Charles tlie Great was “ Patricius Romanorum.” 

In England it would seem that Cnut, and Cnut alone before 
the Norman Conquest, did call himself “King of England.” In 
the Preface to his Laws (Thorpe, i. 35 ^ i Schmid, 250) he is 
called “ Cnut cyningc, ealles Englalandes cyningc, and Dena cyningc 
and NortJrigena cyningc.” In the letter from Borne in Florence 
(1031) he calls himself “Rex totius Anglise et Denemarcise et 
Norreganorum et partis Suanorum.” In a doubtful charter (Cod. 
Dipl, iv, 50) he is “ Rex totius Angliae regni atque Danorum ; 

“ Cing ealles Englelandes and ealre Dene.” In two most 

Q q 
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doubtful charters (Cod. Dipl. iv. 25, 41) he is ‘‘Kining of Mngle- 
lande/' and ‘‘Rex totius Aiiglifle et Danmarchise et Norwagise 
et magiise partis Swavorum.'" In other charters he is either 
“Rex Anglorum” (as Florence calls him when speaking in his 
own person) or else he assumes the Imperial style. 

It has been suggested that Cnut took up his territorial style 
as being a conqueror of the land, not a native monarch of the 
people. But the above instances show that, though he fluctuates 
between the two forms, he makes no consistent distinction between 
his hereditary and his acquired kingdoms. Moreover Cnut, like 
William, was formally elected King, and he was even less likely 
than William to assume any title which would be offensive to his 
English subjects. This makes one inclined to look a little further. 
In the most authentic documents, Anglia^ Englaland^ does not 
occur without a qualification ; the words are “ totius Angliee,’’ 
“ ealles Englalandes.^' Is this description so distinctly and un- 
mistakeably territorial as the later forms, “ Rex Angliae,'^ “ King 
of England'' ] The totuis, the ealles^ strikes me as making a 
difference. It may vshow that what is meant is, not “ King of 
England” in the later sense, but “ King over the whole land 
of the English,” as distinguished from Cnut’s earlier and narrower 
dominion while the kingdom was divided between him and 
Eadmund. But anyhow Cnut stands alone before the Norman 
Conquest in the use of this style. After the Conquest “ Rex 
Anglise” begins to creep in, but at first very rarely. William 
himself is all but invariably “Rex Anglorum.'' Richard is the 
first King Avho is systematically “ Rex Angliae” in his charters, 
and even he is “ Rex Anglorum” on his seal. And during his 
reign his mother stuck to the old style “Regina Anglorum.” The 
final innovation of “ Rex Angliae ” on the seal is due to King J ohn. 
See Allen, p. 51. 

In everything, in short, belonging to our old days it is the 
people who stand forth and not the mere land. In fact, except 
in the case of old geographical names like Gaul and Britain, the 
land can hardly be said to have a being or a name apart from 
the people. The land is simply called by the na^e of the people, 
like Lokroi and Leontinoi in Greek geography, like Frank en and 
Hessen in Germany. So in our Chronicles, in the year 774, 
we read “gefuhton Myrce and Cantwara,” where Myrce is clearly 
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the peo2>le ; but in 796 we read “ hine loecldon on Myrce,” where 
we must take Myrce for the country. On the use of the naint* 
Emjlaland I shall speak in Note T. 

On this modern notion of “ territoiial sovereignty,” see Maine, 
Ancient Law, 103. lie remarks that ‘territorial titles were 
not unknown, but they seem at first to have come into use only 
as a convenient inode of describing the ruler of a i)ortion ; the 
king of a whole tribe was king of his people, not of his people’s 
lands.” This is, I suppose, the “ rex super Aquitaniam,” and 
the like. 


NOTE N. pp. 91, 122. 

Commendation. 

On the subject of Commendation a good deal will be found in 
llallam’s Middle Ages (i. 114, edition 1846), and still more in the 
Supplementary Notes (p. 118; and see specially Wait/., iv. 204). 
By the time of TEthelstan a lordless man seems to have become 
something exceptional, and to have needed special legislation (see 
^Ethelstan’s Laws in Schmid, 132. “Be hlafordleasum mannum”). 
The passages from the Capitularies cpioted by Hullam imply the 
necessity of every man seeking a lord, though they leave to him 
the right of choosing what lord he will seek. There is another 
remarkable Capitulary of Lewis the Pious in the year 815 (Baluz. 
i. 552), in which the Elmperor grants the power ot Commendation, 
as an accustomed right of his own subjects, to the bpanish 
Christians who had taken refuge within his dominions from the 
oppression of the Saracens; “Noverint tamen iidem Hispani sibi 
licentiam a nobis esse conccssam ut se in vassaticum commitibus 
nostris more solito comniendet. Et si beneficium aliquod quis- 
(|uam eorum ab eo cui se commendavit fuerit conseejuntus, sciat se 
de illo tali obsequium senior! suo exliibere debere quale nostrates 
homines de simili beneficio senioribus suis exliibere solent.” This 
is remarkable as showing the distinction between the personal 
Commendation of a man to his lord and the grant of a feudal 
benefice by that lord. The grant is not necessarily implied, but it 
is looked on as something which is likely to follow. “ Commen- 
dati homines ” are often mentioned in Domesday, and there are 
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numberless phrases which come to the same thing, though the 
exact words are not used. There is one very curious* story in 
Plertfordshire (136 b), where a certain Godwine held lands for 
a life or lives of tlie church of Westminster, but after his death 
his widow illegally transferred the lordship of the lands to Eadgifu 
the Fair. Hanc terram tenuit Godwinus de ecclesia Sancti 
Petri; non potuit vendere, sed post mortem ejus debcbat ad 
ecclesiam redire, ut hundreda testatur ; sed uxor ejus cum hac 
terra vertit se per vim ad Eddevam pulcram, et tenebat ea die 
qua Edwardus rex fuit vivus et mortuus/' This Godwine who 
could not sell his land is distinguished from various “ homines 
of Eadgifu qui potuerunt vendere,’^ See more in vol. v. p. 885. 

This process of seeking a lord we find described in the Laws of 
Alfred (37, Schmid 90), wdiere the proper formalities arc de- 
scribed ; ** Gif mon wille of bold-gctale jn otSer bold-gettel hlaford 
secan, do pedt mid f)0es caldormonnes gewitnessc pe he ^r in his 
scire folgode.’’ And this phrase of seekim/ or choosing a lord is the 
very phrase which is used to express the international commenda- 
tion of Wales and Scotland to the English King. In the 
Chronicles, 922, we read of Eadward, “and p£i cyningas on Norf> 
Wealum, Howel and Clcdauc and IeoJ>wel, and call Nor]) Weallcyn 
hine sohton him to hlaforde,'*^ And in the famous ]3assage which 
describes the great commendation of 924 (see above, p. 576) the 
words are, “ hine geces pa to feeder and to hlaforde Scotta 

cyning,’’ &c. 

Of the use of the word as applied on an international scale there 
is an early instance in the letter of Pope Stephen to Pippin 

(Waitz, iii. 84 ; cf. 87), where he says, “tarn ipsi Spoletani quam- 
que etiam Beneventani omnes se commendare per nos a Deo servatse 
cxcellentise tuae cupiunt/' But the best setting forth of the 
doctrine between sovereign princes is to bo found in the words 
which Dudo (128 D) puts into the mouth of Hugh the Great, 
when he explains to young Kichard the need of seeking a lord ; 
“ Hugo vero Magnus intelligens animadvertisse utrumque affectum 
voluntatis suae, aperta cordis sui intentione dicitur respondisse : 
^ Non est quippe inos Franciae, ut quislibet princeps duxve con- 
stipatus abundantius tanto milite perseveret cunctis diebus taliter 
in dominio ditionis suae, ut non aut famulatu voluntatis suae, 

aut coactus vi et potestate, incumbat acclivius Imperatori, vel 
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regi, ducive : et si forte perseveraverlt in temeritate audacia? susp, 
lit non fanmlaretur alicui vol enter prsecopiosa ubertate suffieientiae 
suae; solent ei rixae dissentionesque atque casus innumerabilis 
detriment! ssepissime accidere* Quapropter si placiiisset Ricbardo 
duci tuo nepoti seipsum flectere ut militaret milii, vestro saluber- 
rimo consilio sponte filiam meam connubio illi jungerem ; et terra?, 
quam hereditario jure jwssidet, continuus defensor et adjutor contra 
oinnes adessein/ ” 


NOTE O. p. 91. 

Gkowth op the Thegnhood, 

I CANNOT forbear transgi-ibing tbe passage in which Mr. Kemble 
(Saxons in England, i. 183) sums up tlie general results of the 
growth of the Thegnhood. As the royal power steadily advanced 
by his assistance, and the old, national nobility of birth, as well as 
the old, landed freeman sunk into a lower rank, the gesiS found 
liimself rising in power and consideration proi)ortioned to that of 
his chief : the offices which had passed from the election of the 
fi'eemen to the gift of the crown, were now conhuTed upon him, 
and the ealdorman, duke, ger^fa, judge, and even the bishop, were 
at length selected from the ranks of the comitatus. Finally, the 
nobles by birth themselves became absorbed in the ever-widening 
whirlpool ; day by day the freemen, deprived of their old national 
defences, wringing with difficulty a precarious subsistence from 
incessant labour, sullenly yielded to a yoke which they could not 
shake off, and commended themselves (such was the phrase) to the 
protection of a lord ; till a complete change having thus been 
operated in the opinions of men, and consequently in every 
relation of society, a new order of things was consummated, in 
which the honours and security of service became more anxiously 
desired than a needy and unsafe freedom ; and the alods being 
finally surrendered, to be taken back as henejicia^ under mediate 
lords, the foundaftons of the royal, feudal system were securely laid 
on every side.'' 

The supplanting of an older by a newer form of nobility has 
several parallels in history. The distinction between patricii and 
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nohiles at Rome has some analogies to the distinction between 
eorlas and \)egnas in England. The plebeian could not become 
patrician, but he could become noble ; and this plebeian nobility, 
derived from the possession of curule magistracies, answered to 
our thegnhood in being a nobility of office, though in this case it 
was office conferred by the people and not by a King or other lord. 
See more in Comparative Politics, 246—270. On the growth of the 
official comitatus in the courts of the Frankish Kings and Emperors 
see the chapter of Waitz (iii. 410), Der Hof und die Reichs- 
versaminlung.” He comments on the difference between this and 
the earlier comitatus; but both are instances of the same principle. 
See also iv. 278 of the same work, ^‘Oabei wird immer auch auf 
Abstammung, Ansehn deg Geschlechtes Werth gelegt ; aber ein bes- 
timmter reclitlicher Vorzug war damit nicht verbunden.'’ He has 
collected a great number of cases of the use of the word nohilis and 
other equivalent words in the Carolingian age, that is to say, just 
at the point when the old notion of nobility had come to an end 
and when the new one had not fully developed itself. In that 
immediate stage nobility means simply to have meant free birth, or 
at all events free birth combined with the possession of land. 


NOTE P. p. 95. 

GeANTS of FoiiKLAND. 

I HOPE to say something more in my fifth volume about the 
tenure of land in England. I will here only give one or two 
specimens of the form of these grants. 

In 977 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 157) King Eadward makes a grant to 
iElfric (which iElfric ?) in these terms ; Aliquam partem terrse 
juris mei perpetuali donatione libenter concedo cuidam fideli meo 
ministro [J^egn] vocitato nomine iElfric, ob illius amabile obsequium 
dignatus sum largiri.’’ He is to have it in full property, with the 
right of bequest, and to hold it free of all services exceptis istis 
tribus, expeditione, pontis arcisve munitione.’' *So JEthelred in 
982 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 188) grants ‘‘ruris quaradam sed communem 
portionem, quam hujus nationis indigenae usitato set Stoce nun- 
cupant onoinate, cuipiam mihi 'pistied [one thinks of the Tnaroi in 
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the Persians of ^schylus] devotione subnixo vocitaniine Leofrico/’ 
The grantee is to have full power of bequest, and to hold the land 
'‘ab omiii terrense servitutis jugo liberum, excepta ex})editione, 
pontis arcisve restauratione/" Fearful curses are iinpreeated on 
any one who shall disturb the grantees in their possessions. 

Bishops make grants to their own thegns of Cliurch lands to be 
held for one, two, or three lives, and then to revert to the Church. 
The Codex contains a great many grants of this kind made by 
Bishop Oswald, the grant being made by leave of the King and 
of the reigning Ealdorniau of the Mercians. In one, in English, 
which immediately follows the grant to yElfric (iii. 159), we find 
the trinoda necessitas duly excepted. ‘‘ 8ie hit selces {binges freoh 
biiton ferdfare and walgeworc and brygcgeworc and cyrcaiiLide.'’ 

The consent of the Witan is marked in the grant to Leofrie by 
the words “ his testibus .consentientibus quorum inferius nomina 
caraxantur.” So Eadgar (iii. 153) makes a grant optimatum 
mcorum utens consilio,'' &c., &c 

The Codex Diplomaticus is of course the great store-house of 
knowledge on this subject. 


NOTE Q. p. loi. 

The Constitution of the Witenagem6t. 

I CONCEIVE that my notions about the Witenagemdt do not 
differ essentially from those of Mr. Kemble. The process by which 
a primary Assembly in a large country naturally shrinks up into a 
small official or aristocratic body could not be better drawn out 
than they are in his chapter on the Witenagemot (Saxons in 
England, ii. 19 1 et seqq,). He winds up (p. 195) with the words ; 
“ At what exact period the change I have attempted to describe 
was effected, is neither very easy to determine nor very material. 
It was probably very gradual, and very partial ; indeed it may 
never have been formally recognized, for here and there we find 
evident traces of the people's being present at, and ratifying the 
decisions of the Witan.'' In a note on the next page Mr. Kemble 
goes on to refute the strange notion of Sir Francis Pal grave 
(ii. ccclxxxvi.) that a property qualification was needed for a seat 
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in the Witenagemot. In fact Mr. Kemble’s remarks are all that 
could be wished, if he had oilly brought forward more clearly some 
of those “ evident traces ” to which he cursorily alludes. 

I will try, partly at least, to fill up the gaj>. Take for instance 
the very beginning of recorded English legislation, the Dooms of 
-^thelberht (Thorpe, i. 2) ; Gif cyning his leode to him gehated.” 
Leode here surely means jpeojple in the widest sense. So in the 
Preface to the Laws of Wihtraed (p. 36) ; “ Daer pa eadigan fundon 
mid ealra gemedum f)as domas.’' The great men propose, the 
peo]>le accept, just as in the concilia described by Tacitus. So 
the deposition of Sigeberht in 755 (of which more in the next 
Note) was, according to Henry of Huntingdon (M. H. B. 729 C), 
who is clearly following some earlier writer, the act of the whole 
West-Saxon people; ‘‘ Congregati sunfproceres et pojpulus totius 
regniy et provida dcliberatione et unanimi consensu omnimn 
expulsus est a regno. Kinewlf vero, juvenis cgregius de regia 
stirjie oriundus, electus est in regem.” So the Decretum Ej)isco- 
porum et alio rum sapientum de Kancia,” addressed to .^thelstan 
(Thorpe, i. 216), whatever its exact bearing, is drawn up in the 
name of the ‘‘ thaini, comites [eorlas], et villani [ccorlas].” So 
the Judicia Civitatis Lundonise ” (p. 228, Schmid, 156) are con- 
firmed by all, segder ge eorlisce ge ceorlisce,” m the Latin 
comites et villani.” So in the Chronicles a popular element 
is often mentioned in the election of Kings and in other national 
acts. In 959 Eadgar was, according to Elorence, ab omni 
Anglorum populo electus.” In ioi6 Eadmund is chosen by the 
Witan and the citizens (burhwaru) of London. So in 1036 Harold 
the First is chosen by most of the thegns north of Thames and by 
the li^sinen or sailors of London. In 1041 all folk chose 
Eadward to King.” So in 1066 Harold took the kingdom ‘^as 
men chose him thereto.” So in 1048, when God wine proposes to 
interfere in the wars of the North, hit ]?uhte unrsed eallum folce,^' 
So too Godwine, on his return in 1052, makes ^his speech in the 
Mycel Gemot “ wiS Eadward cyhg his hlaford and wiS ealle 
landleodan!* So with regard to a local body, in the account of a 
Scirgemot of Herefordshire in Cod. Dipl. iv. 54, though the thegns 
(^‘ ealle tSa }?egnas on Herefordscire ”) are mentioned in a special 
way, yet the final judgement is given by the popular voice — ‘‘ be 
ealles iScea folces leafe and gewitnesse.” With regard to the action 
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of the citizens of London, the case no doubt simply was that they, 
being on the spot, could assert tWs right, which others at a 
distance could not do. But it must be remembered that till the 
eleventh century the Witan did not commonly meet either in 
London or in any other of the chief towns. Possibly, when a 
Gemot was held at AVinchester or Exeter, tlie citizens of those 
towns would hold the same position as tlic Londoners did when 
the Gemot was held in their city. Something of this kind seems 
to be referred to in a charter of TEthelstan (Cod. Dipl. ii. 194) 
of the year 934 — a charter remarkable on other grounds from 
the vast number of signatures, including four vassal Kings, and 
evidently passed in what was indeed a Mycel Gemot,^ It is given 
“ in civitate opinatissima [sic] quse Wintcceaster nuncupatur, tota 
populi generalitate sub alis I'egia? dapsilitatis ovanti.” The citizens 
both of London and of Winchester seem to be mentioned as electors 
of Kings as late as the accession of Steplien. (See W. Malms., 
Hist. Nov. i. II.) Even as late as 1461, Edward Earl of March 
was elected King by a tumultuous assembly of the citizens of 
London, and the citizens were foremost in the revolution which 
placed Bichard the Third on the throne in 1483. These elections 
are fully described in Hall’s Chronicle, i)p. 253, 372. (See Growth 
of English Constitution, 204.) And that of Edward comes out 
well in the Collections of a London Citizen (Camden Society), 
215, where avo read how the Earl of March ‘^enteryed unto the 
cytte of London, and there he toke uj^pon hyin the crowne of 
Inglond by the avysse of the lordys spyrytual and tempoialle, 
and by the eleccyon of the comyns. And so he be-gan hys rayne.” 
These are plainly the last traces of the right which the citizens had 
more regularly exercised in the elections of Eadmiind Ironside and 
of Harold the son of Cnut. 

These passages seem distinctly to imply that every freeman had 
a theoretical right to attend. Some of the expressions used might 
be applied without impropriety to a representative assembly ; but 
they could not be applied to a body not representative, unless, in 
theory at least, it took in the whole nation. These passages prove 
also that some fo!*m of demanding the assent of the people at large 
was always retained. But the retention of some such usage is 
almost proved, without going any further, by the custom which still 
exists of presenting the King at his coronation for the acceptance 
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of the people (see vol. iii. Appendix E). This is at once the last 
trace of our elective monarchy, and the last vestige of the ancient 
right of the Teutonic freeman to take a direct part in the affairs 
of the nation. We may see the working of the same process 
on the continent in what Waitz, iii. 56, says of the Frankish 
Assemblies under the Karlings ; ‘‘Das Volk, odor die Grossen, 
wclche auf den allgemeinen Versammlungen im Namen des Volkes 
haiidelten.” But in the quasi-official language of Einhard (Vita 
Kar. 1) it is “ publicus po23uli sui conventus,’' and the Contiiiuator 
of Fredegar (117 a, 752) speaks of the change of dynasty as made 
“ cum consilio omnium Francorum.” 

The charter of 934, which I have just quoted, starts a point 
of quite another kind, namely the question as to the attendance 
of the vassal Celtic princes in the English Witenagemot. On this 
I liave said something in p. 132. The attendance of the Welsh 
Kings is not uncommon, especially in the reign of ^thelstan. 
They often sign charters with the titles of suhreguhis or under- 
cyning. See the signatures, ranging from 930 to 956 (Cod. Dipl, 
ii. 170, 173, 193, 196, 203, 292, 304, 326, 413; V. 199, 208, 217), 
of the suhregidi llowel, Morcant, Owen, Juthwal, Tudor, Syferth, 
Jacob, Jukil, and Wurgeat. The Cumbrian signatures are rarer, 
but we have those of Eugenius in 931 (v. 199) and 937 (ii. 203), 
and of Malcolm in 966 and 970 (ii. 413, iii. 59). The signature 
of Kenneth of Scotland is attached to three charters (Cod. Dipl, 
ii. 413, iii. 69 ] Palgrave, ii. ccli. cclii.), but the authenticity of all 
three has been suspected. Still his presence at the great ceremony 
at Chester shows that the appearance of the King of Scots in the 
Witenagemot was a thing that might be looked for. The treaty 
between Richard the First and William the Lion, by which the 
novel claims of Henry the Second were given up, contains elaboi'ate 
rules for the reception of the King of Scots on his way to the King’s 
court as due of ancient custom (Palgrave, ii. cccxxxix.). 


NOTE R. p. 106. 

The Right of the Witan to depose the King. 

Me. Kembde (ii. 219) formally reckons among the powers of 
the Witan that they “had the power to depose the King, if his 
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government was not conducted for the benefit of the people” 
He adds that ‘‘ it is obvious that the very existence of this power 
would render its exercise an event of very rare occurrence.” He 
then goes on to discuss the case of Sigeberht at length, and adds, 
‘‘I have little doubt that an equally formal, though hardly equally 
justifiable, proceeding severed Mercia from Eadwig’s kingdom, and 
reconstituted it as a separate state under Eadgjir ; and lastly from 
Simeon of Durham we learn that the Northumbrian Alchrod was 
deposed and exiled, with the counsel and consent of all his people.” 

This last Northumbrian case is worth notice, as showing that 
a perfectly legal proceeding may lurk under words which at first 
sight seem to imply mere violence. The two CIu*onicles, Wor- 
cester and Peterborough, which record the deposition of Ealhred 
in the year 774, use the words, “Her Nor'Shymbra fordrifon heora 
cyning Alchred of Eoforwic on Eastertid, and genainon Ailp>elrcd 
Molles sunu him to hlaforde.” So Florence, Festi paschal is 
tempore Northymbrenses regeni suum Alhrcdum, Molli regis 
successorem, Eboraco expulere, filiumque ejusdem regis Molli, 
A^thelberhtum, in regem levavcre.” This might suggest the notion 
of a mere revolutionary act ; but the words of Simeon bring out 
the legal character of the deposition much more strongly ; Alcre- 
dus rex, consilio et consensu quorum omnium^ regise familiai ac 
principum destitutus societate, exilio imperii mutavit majestatem. 
AVith this new light before us, we better understand the force of 
the words of the Chronicles, ‘‘of Eoforwic on Eastertid. It is 
plain that Ealhred Avas deposed by the Easter Ccinot of his 
kingdom assembled in his caY>ital. Simeon then goc^ on to speak 
of .^thelred as “ tan to honore coronatus and it should b(^ 
noticed that in 779, when he records the expulsion of vF^-thelred 
himself, richly deserved as it was by the treacherous niurder of 
three of his Ealdormen, he does not use the fame legal language ; 
“ Ethelredo expulso de regali solio et in exilio fugato, cogitur 
moestos inire modos miserasque habere querelas. Elfwald vero 
filius Oswlfi, Ethelredo expulso, regnum Northanhymbrorum sus- 
cepit.” So in the Chronicles (778), “And pa feng Alfwold to rice 
and .Ej?eldred be^raf on lande.” 

To turn to the case of Sigeberht, I have already quoted (see 
above, p. 400) the words of Henry of Huntingdon, in whose ac- 
count the legal action of the nation stands out most clearly ; but 
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the consent of the Witan appears also in all the other accounts. 
In the Chronicles (755) we read, ‘‘Her Cynewulf benam Sige- 
bryhte his msege his rices and Waest-seaxna witan for unrihtum 
dsedum butan Hamtunscire.” So Florence, “ Cynewlfus, de pro^ 
sapia Cerdici regis oriundus, auxilium sibi ferentibus West-Saxonicis 
primatibus, regem illorum Sigebertum, ob multitudinem suorum 
iniquorum factorum, regno exterininavit, et loco ejus regnavit ; 
unam tanien provinciam, quae Hantunscire dicitur, eidem concessit.^’ 
And even ^thelweard (ii, 17), who seems to tell the story with 
a certain royalist leaning against Cynewulf, witnesses to the same 
facts ; “ Post decursum unius anni ex quo Sigebrylit regnare coepe- 
rat, cujus regnuni invadens Cynulf abstraxit ab eo, et sapientes 
totius partis occidentalis facietenus traxit cum eo propter inconditos 
actus supradicti regis ; nec illi derelicta pars potestatis nisi pro- 
vincia una quae Hamtunscire nuncupatur.’^ In this case, as in the 
case of Ealhred, we may remark the different colourings given to the 
same action. The deposition of Sigeberht was clearly a legal act, 
but it might be spoken of as an “ invasio,^’ just as equally legal 
acts later in our history could be also spoken of as “ invasiones.” 

With regard to the separation of Mercia from the kingdom of 
Eadwig, spoken of by Mr. Kemble, the whole of Eadwig’s reign is 
shrouded in such darkness that, as it forms no part of my imme- 
diate subject, I have rather avoided going into it. But at any rate 
that separation would present one point of difference from any 
of the other cases. As Eadgar seems to have been Under-king 
of the Mercians from the death of Eadred, the act by which the 
Mercians threw off the authority of Eadwig was rather the rejec- 
tion of the supremacy of an over-lord than the deposition of an 
immediate sovereign. 

Of the other cases which I have mentioned in the text, those 
which come within the range of my History I have discussed in 
their proper places. Among the later cases, some may have ex- 
pected to see the names of Henry the Sixth and Charles the First. 
But neither of these Kings were, in strictness of speech, deposed. 
By deposition I understand an act by which a King, whose right 
to be King is acknowledged up to that time, is, by virtue of such 
act, declared to be no longer King. This was not exactly the 
esae with Henry the Sixth. When Eichard Duke of York claimed 
the crown in preference to Henry, a compromise was made, by 
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which Henry was to keep the crown for life and Hichard was 
to become his heir-apparent. It was therefore the Yorkist theory 
that Henry reigned by virtue of this agreement, and that, when he 
afterwards, as was alleged, broke the agreement, the Crown was 
thereby forfeited and the Duke became de jure King. (See Growth 
of the English Constitution, p. 149.) Yet, as we have seen, a kind 
of popular election was thought needful to confirm the rights of his 
son. Charles the First, it is still more clear, was not deposed, lie 
was tried and executed being King, a pi'ocess of which English 
history supplies no other example. Tlie depositions of Edward 
the Second and Richard the Second are too plain to need comment. 
James the Second was clearly deposed in Scotland; whether the 
vote against him in England could be strictly called a vote of 
deposition is less clear. On the character of this famous vote, 
logically so absurd, yet practically so thoroughly adapted to all tlic 
circumstances of the time,*see Macaulay, Hist, of Eng. ii. 623. So 
on the vote of the Scottish Estates, iii. 285. 

I have spoken in the text of that milder form of deposition 
by which the King was removed from his authority without being 
formally removed from his office. Of this process the simpler 
forms of our early constitution will hardly supply an instance, 
unless we see an approach to it in the 'engagement (see p. 368) 
entered into by JEthelred on his restoration to rule in all things by 
the advice of his Wit an. But it was done in the cases of Henry the 
Third, Edward the Second, and Richard the Second ; in the two 
latter cases the act was a kind of forewarning of the severer punish- 
ment which was to follow. 

It must be remembered that throughout this argument I am 
dealing with the legal right of deposition, not with the justice 
of its exercise in any particular case. As to 
to Ealhred too, both of them clearly deserved their fate, but how 
far in either case the West-Saxon and Northumbrian Witan may 
have been influenced by any personal intrigues of Cynewulf or 
A^thelred, who play in the two stories respectively the part of 
Henry of Bolingbroke or William of Orange, is not to the pur2:>osc. 
So too with the l%ter fates of the deposed Kings, with the certain 
murder of Edward, the all but certain murder of Richard, the con- 
stitutional question has nothing to do. The dej)osed prince was let 
off the most easily in the earliest case. Sigeberht, deposed from the 
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kingdom of Wessex, was allowed to retain Hampshire as Under-king. 
Having murdered one of his Ealdormen, he was banished altogether 
by Cynewulf, the new head King, and he was afterwards killed by 
a private enemy. 

For instances of deposition among other Teutonic nations see 
Kemble, ii. 221. Tlie most famous case of all, the deposition of 
Childeric and election of Pippin, was somewhat spoiled by the 
application to the Bishop of Rome about a matter which it clearly 
lay within the power of the Frankish nation to settle without his 
interference. 


NOTE S. p. 107. 

The Election of Kings. 

Some passages bearing on the election, of Kings by the Witan, 
that is in truth by the people, have been already quoted (see above, 
p. 602). At every stage of my history I shall have to call attention 
to the way in which the right of free election was carried out in prac- 
tice. But it is worth while to point out how long the old Teutonic 
feeling survived, and at how late a time it was still formally put 
forth as a constitutional* principle. Nowhere can a better exposi- 
tion of the ancient doctrine as to the election of Kings be found 
than in the speech which Matthew Paris (Chronica Majora, ii. 454, 
ed. Luard) puts into the mouth of Archbishop Hubert at the 
election of King John. Whether the speech is Hubert’s or 
Matthew’s matters little ; or rather, if it be Matthew’s own, it is 
the more valuable, as carrying on the ancient tradition still later. 
No one has any right to be King unless he be chosen by the 
whole people of tlie land on account of his merits (“ nullus prsevia 
ratione alii succedere habet regnum, nisi ab universitate regni 
unanimiter, invocata Spiritus gratia, electus”), but if any member 
of the royal family be worthy, he is to be preferred to any one 
else (“verum si quis ex stirpe regis defuncti aliis prsepolleret, 
pronius et promptius in electionem ejus est consentiendum ”). 
The preamble is excellent, but the practical inference is strange, 
namely that Duke John, for his many virtues, should be chosen 
King. With this speech, made by, or attributed to, an English 
Archbishop, we may compare the similar doctrine of elective 
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monarchy laid down by a French Archbishop, Adalbero of Rheiins, 
at the election of Hugh Capet in 987; “Non ignoramus Karolum 
fautores suos habere, qui eum dignum regno ex parentum col- 
latione coiitendant. Sed si de hoc agitur, nec regnum jure 
hoireditario adquiritur^ nec in regnum promovendus est nisi 
quern non solum corporis nobilitas, sed ct animi sapientia illus- 
trat, fidcs munit, magnanirnitas firmat. Lcgimus in annalibus, 
clarissimi generis Imperatoribus ignavia ab dignitate praecipitatis, 
alios modo pares, modo impares succcssisse.” (Iliclier, iv. ii.) So 
again the combination of the elective and hereditary principles, as 
found in all the old Teutonic kingdoms, is well set forth by Kudolf 
Glaber, i. 3 ; “ Totius regni primates elegerunt Ludovicum, filium 
videlicet praedicti regis Caroli, unguentcs eum super se rcgeni litere- 
ditario jure regnaturum/* We shall find as nearly as j)ossiblc the 
same words in an important passage of our Chronicles (A. 1042). 


NOTE T. p. 151. 

Names of Kingdoms and Nations. 

It should be carefully borne in mind that, throughout the times 
with which we are dealing, two systems of geographical nomenclature 
were in use, wc might say in rival use. The ancient names, Koman 
or ante-Konian, still survived, as many of them survive still, as purely 
geographical descriptions, and the new names, the names of states 
and kingdoms named after their inhabitants, were still only in pro- 
cess of forming. I have said something of this in an earlier Note 
(see above, p. 596) with regard to the nomenclature of our own 
island; the nomenclature of continental countries wc shall find to 
be still more confused. Hut the two classes of names can be clearly 
distinguished. Gallia and Britannia were doubtless in their 
origin names derived from a people, no less than Francia and 
Anglia ; but, in the times with which we have to deal, Gallia and 
Britannia had become purely geographical terms, simply exi)ressing 
a certain extent of territory on the map, while Francia and Anglia 
(if the latter namS was used at all) were political names, exj)i easing 
the territory occupied or ruled by Franci and Angli, Ihe shifting 
of names of this latter class are frequent and well known. The 
modern kingdom of Saxony, for instance, has not an inch of ground 
VOL. I. * R r 
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Langbeardna lande.” This is at least clearer than the description 
given by Erchempert (Hist. Langobardorum, ii; Pertz, iii. 245) 
of the earlier division between the sons of Lewis the Pious ; Ab 
hoc Francoruin divisum est regnum, quoniam Lutharius Aquensem 
et Italicum, Ludoguicus [this form, with the (ju for the w, is worth 
noting philologically] autem Baioarium, Karlus vero, ex alia ortus 
gcnitrice, Aquitancum rcgebat imperium/' Here, in the hoj)eless- 
ness of finding a name for Lothar’s kingdom, we find an unique 
“regnum” or “imperium Aquensc,” while Saxony and the rest 
of Germany are merged in Bavaria, and Neustria is merged in 
Aquitaine. Another way of distinguishing kingdoms and their 
inhabitants was to describe them by the names of their rulers, 
as in the passage of Widukind (i. 29) quoted in p. 155; “Unde 
usque hodie certamen est de regno Karolorum stirpi et posteris 
Odonis, concertatio quoque regibus Karolorum et Orientalium Pran- 
corum super regno Lotharii.” Here “regnum Lotharii” is of 
course Lotharingia, Lothringen, Lorraine, though it must be re- 
membered that the name takes in a far wider territory than the 
modern duchy. So Gregory the Seventh (Jaffe, Mon. Greg. 465) 
speaks of “ regnum Loth arii” and Bonitho (ib. 631) of “Lotha- 
riorum regnum.” And in the continuation of Begino (Pertz, i. 618) 
“ Lothariensi regnum ” is opposed to Gallia Komana. But it should 
also be noticed that the Western Kingdom also has no name ; its 
Kings are “reges Karolorum it was quite a chance that France 
was not permanently called Garolinyia to match Lotharinyia, So 
in Widukind (iii. 2) the Western kingdom is “regnum Karoli,” 
though in the reign of a Lewis; so, still more distinctly, in the 
Gesta Episcoporum Camcracensium (i. 55, iii. 50 ; Pertz, vii. 421, 
481) the inhabitants of France and Lotharingia are distinguished 
as “ Karlenses ” and “ Lotharienses.” So in the same work (i. 
1 16; Pertz, vii. 452) “Bobertus rex Karlensium'' is coupled with 
“Bichardus rex Botomagensium.” And strangest of all, in the 
Chronicle of the Counts of Flanders (Corp. Chron. Fland. i. 86) 
the Emperor Henry the Third is spoken of as “ Bex Lothariensis, 
qui et Csesar imperator Augustus appellatus est.” (So in our own 
Chronicle, 1126, “f)one kasere Heanri of Lohererige in the next 
year we hear of “tSes Caseres wif of Sexlande.”) This way of 
describing countries by their rulers is very common just at this 
time, when divisions were springing up for which there were no 
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received geographical names. Thus Germany is sometimes “ Terra 
Heinrici” (Flodoard, 933) ; Flanders and Normandy are, in our 
own Chronicles, “ Baldwines land” and llieardes rice.” But 
Lotharingia, perhaps as the name of the most purely artificial 
division of all, is the only name of the class which has survived. 

This same passage leads us to the way which (except in the case 
of Lotharingia, a kingdom which almost always bore the name of 
its founder) became more usual, that of distinguishing the kingdoms 
and their inhabitants by some distinctive ejuthet of race or lan- 
guage, or by some word which simply points to them geographically. 
The difficulty, as I have already hinted, arises from the still abiding 
notion of the existence of a single Frankish kingdom, however 
many might be the Kings among whom its administration was 
divided. None of the Kings, nor yet the subjects of any of the 
Kings, would give up their right to be at least one of the Kings of 
the Franks, to be at leas*t part of the people of the Franks. While 
such a state of feeling was rife, it was impossible that any King 
or kingdom should bear any title distinctly and permanently recog- 
nized. A King most commonly describes himself simply as ‘‘ Ilex 
any more particular description might have been construed either as 
a surrender of his own rights or as an infringement of the rights 
of some other prince. Thus it has often been remarked that in th(j 
act of election (see Pertz, Legg. i. 547, cf. the election of Lewis at 
P- 55^) by which Boso was raised to the kingship of Ihirgundy— 
the ‘'middel rice'' of our Chronicles— he is simply made King 
without any particular title, and without any particular geogra- 
phical extent being traced out for his kingdom. It was not so 
while the Frankish dominions remained undivided. In the days 
of the early Karlings, the King had a title and his dominions had a 
name. His dominions were Francia ; he himself was the Kqx Fran- 
coruin. In Finhard, Francia means the whole territory occupied 
or ruled by the Franks and their King. This comes out very 
strongly in the Life of Charles, c. 2 ; “Pater ejus [Pippini] Karolus, 
qui tyrannos per totam Franciaiu dominatum sibi vindicantes 
oppressit, et Sarracenos Galliam occupare tent antes duobus magnis 
proeliis, uno in#Aquitania apud Pictavium civitatem, altcro juxta 
Narbonam apud Birram fluvium dcvicit.” Here, with the strictest 
precision, Gallia is a part of Francia and Aqnitania is a part of 
Gallia. And this will be found to be the common use throughout 
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the Life and Annals. So the Monk of Saint Gallen (Gesta Karoli, 
1. lo; Pertz, ii. 735) defines Fraiicia in the widest sense to take in 
‘^omnes Cis-alpinas provincias.” But the name Francia gradually 
came to be confined to two portions of the original Francia^ one on 
each side of tbe Rhine, those where the name still survives alike in 
France and in FranJcen or Franconia. These two had therefore 
to be distinguished by various epithets. Thus we find “ Francia 
Teutonica^' opposed to ‘‘Francia Latina^' and “Francia Orien- 
talis oi>posed to “ Francia Occidentalis.'' Sometimes “ Francia ” 
and “ Gallia are opposed, as in Ann. Xant. 877 (Pertz, ii. 234), and 
the use is not uncommon in the Annals of Fulda, as 880 (i. 393). 
See too specially Bruno, Bell. Sax. 36 (Pertz, v. 342), and 
Liudprand (Antapodosis, i. 14, 16), who talks of “ Franciam quam 
Romanam dicunt,” and elsewhere (iii. 20) of “ Francorum genus 
Teutonicoruni.” See also Widukind, i. 16, 29; Wipo, Vit. Chuoii. 
I, 6, 27, and especially c. 2, where he describes the Rhine as the 
frontier of “Gallia'' and “ Germania," and reckons up the nations 
in both countries which formed the kingdom of Conrad, among 
which ai'e “ Franci Oricntales," and “Franci qui supra Rhenum 
habitant,” an unusual distinction. See also Otto of Freising, Gest. 
Frid. i. 34, where he speaks of “ Orientalis Francia,^’ and Ann. vii. 
5, where he distinguishes “Franci Romani et Teutonici.” In the 
Annals of Saint Vedast, ^87 (Pertz, ii. 203), we find “Franci 
Australes” and “ inferiorcs ; ” but in those Annals “Franci” and 
“Francia '' commonly mean the Western kingdom. The word is some- 
times used in this sense in the phrases “ rex FranciaB '' and “ regnum 
Francise” (see above, p. 595, and Dudo, 97 D). But Francia^ as 
used by writers within the Western kingdom, commonly means 
the Parisian duchy, and it is only through the successive conquests 
of the Parisian Kings that the word France has gained that modern 
meaning which now takes in the old Western kingdom and some- 
thing more. The ordinary meaning of the word Francia in Flodoard 
and Richer is plain from such passages as Flodoard, A. 923, 926. 
It means the dominion of the “ Dux Francorum,” whether he be 
Rex Francorum” as well or not. In the latter passage, we find a 
Danegeld levied “ per Franciam et Burgundiam,” where Burgundia 
does not mean the kingdom of Boso, but the duchy which did 
homage to the West-Frankish King. So in the Vita Hludowici, 
49, we find “Francia, Burgundia, Aquitania, et Germania,” Fran^ 
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cia, in short, as used by these writers, excludes Lotharingia and all 
the Burgundies ; it excludes Aquitaine, Normandy, and Britanny ; 
and it has further to be distinguished as Latina or Occidenta- 
lis ” from the other Francia east of the Rhine. 

In the like sort, we read in the Chronica Regum Francorum, ap. 
Pertz, iii. 214; “ Hie [at the deposition of Charles the Third] divisio 
facta est inter Teiitones Francos et Latinos Francos.’^ But it is 
remarkable to trace how early, especially within the Western 
Francia^ the word Fraud began to mean the Western as opposed 
to the Eastern Franks. Thus the Astronomer (ap. Pertz, ii. 617) 
speaks of Lewis the Pious as monitus tarn a Francis quam([ue 
a Germanis,^' and again (p. 633), diffidens Francis^ magis(pie se 
credens Germanis.'* So Liudprand (Antapod. i. 14, 17) uses “Rex 
Gallise” and “ Rex Francorum as synonymous. And the word 
seems to bo used in the same sense by Nithard, i. 5, ii. 3, in tlie 
former of which passages tPrancia seems to be opposed to “universi 
qui trans Renum morabantur.” 80 Wi^io (31) distinguishes the 
Western kingdom as “ Gallia3 Francorum, and Lambert (1073), 
unlike Bruno, allows the title of “ Rex Francorum’’ to the Western 
potentate. Still in Germany Fraud kept its natural meaning 
down to the days of Frederick Barbarossa. “ Sic emitur a Frauds 
Imperium,” says Otto of Freising (Gest. Frid. ii. 22). Yet else- 
where (i. 58) he speaks of “Rex Francorum” and “Rex Fran- 
cise” in the other sense. So William of Malmesbury (i. 68), in 
a passage the whole of which is woi’th study, says, “ Lotharingi et 
Alemanni, et caeteri Transrhenani populi qui Imperatori Tcutoni- 
corum subjecti sunt, magis proprie se Francos appellari jubeut ; et 
eos quos nos Francos putamus, GaJwalas antic^uo voeabulo [did 
William know the force of the walas ]] quasi Gallos nuncupant. 
Quibus et ego assensum commodo,” &c. Elsewhere (iv. 360) he says, 
“ Romanum Iraperium prius ad Francos, post ad Teutones, decli- 
navit;” he yet more strangely adds, “ orientale apud Persas 
semper durat.” 

In other cases the words Fraud or Franda are altogether left 
out, “ Occidentales ” alone is used as equivalent to West-Frank ish 
or French, and^ “ Orientales ” is used as equivalent to (merman. 
Perhaps the most remarkable case of this use is to be found in 
the treaty between Charles the Simple and Henry of Saxony 
in 921 (Pertz, Legg. i. 567). Here the two Kings of the 
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Franks are geographically distinguished, as Gloriosissimus rex 
Francorum Occidentalium, Karolus and “ Magnificentissimus rex 
Francorum Orientalium Heinricus.’’ But in the text of the treaty, 
where Charles speaks in his own person, he says, Ego Karolus, 
divina propitiante dementia, rex Francorum Occidentalium, amodo 
ero huic amico meo reyi Orientali Heinrico amicus/^ We find the 
same use in Dudo, 130 B, and in a very remarkable passage of 
Kicher (iv. 12, 13), where he gives two descriptions of the extent 
of the Western kingdom in the tenth century. Hugh Capet is 
made King over “ Oalli, Britanni, Dahi [doubtless Dani, i.e. the 
Normans], Aquitani, Gothi, Hispani [the county of Barcelona], 
Wascones.'^ He then associates his son Bobert in the kingdom — 
a Mosa fluvio usque Oceanum Occidentalihus regem prsefecit et 
ordinavit.*' So in the extract from Thietmar in p. 175, ‘‘ Occiduae 
partes” is the German writers description of the kingdom of 
Charles the Simple. Tn other passages* a King is simply, as it 
were, pointed at. In Flodoard, 938, Otto is “ Bex Transrhenensis,” 
in Bicher, i, 20, his father is simply Heinricus Transrhenensis,” 
and in Dudo, 130 B, whei'e the Germans are still “ Orientales,” 
their King is still Bex Transrhenanus.” So ‘‘ Bex Orientalis ” 
is opposed to ‘‘ Bex Galliae,” Ann. Xant. 873 (Pertz, ii. 235). 
More curious still is the description of no less a person than Hugh 
the Great in Flodoard, A. 960 ; “ Bichardus, filius Willelmi Nort- 
mannorum principis, filiam Hugonis trans Sequanam [or ‘ Trans- 
sequani ’] quondam principis, duxit uxorem.” So in 946 our 
Eadraund is “ Edinundus rex transmarinus.” See above, p. 565. 
This way of describing suggests some of those curious mediseval 
verbs, “ transfretare,” transpadare,” and the like. 

Germany in fact was longer than any of the other countries of 
which we have been speaking in getting a true territorial name for 
itself, and a true territorial title for its sovereign. We have seen 
several instances of the use of Germania ; but then Germania^ like 
Gallia, is a purely geographical name, and the Eastern kingdom 
took in a large part of Gallia. The kingdom itself is commonly 
Begnum Teutonicum (Lambert, 1073), a phrase which is the 
more remarkable when we find it coupled with ,^he geographical 
name Italia, as in Gregory’s anathema in Muratori, iii. 336. 
Lewis the son of Lewis the Pious is repeatedly called Bex 
Germanorum” by Prudentius of Troyes (Pertz, i. 441, 443), and 

m 
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Rex Germanise by Hincmar (Pcrtz, i. 458). So Henry is 
‘‘Germanise princeps ” in Flodoard, 928. But these are mere 
descriptions, and no such formal title seems to be found earlier 
than the days of Maximilian. Indeed the German kingdom was 
so soon swallowed up by the Roman Empire that a distinct title 
for its King was hardly needed. The kingdom of Boro, on the 
other hand, though he and his electors shrank from giving it a 
name, soon found one in common use. Liudprand (Ant. ii, 60) 
tells how ‘‘ Rodulfus rex superbissimus Burgundionibus imj>eral>at,'' 
and Wipo speaks familiarly (15, 19) of Ilex Burgundiie and 
‘‘ Burgundioiium.'’ Flodoard, however, besides his favourite flourish 
about Cisalpine Gaul, tells us of Rex Jurensis ” under the years 
935 and 940. 

Lastly, the Norman duchy, as I have once or twice imjdied in 
the text, was also slow in gaining for itself any distinct territorial 
name. There is no trac^ of any such name in Flodoard or in 
Richer. In Dudo's time the country is beginning, but only 
beginning to have a name ; it is sometimes “ Northmannia,” some- 
times only “Terra Northmannoruni,'^ “ Northmannica regio,” and 
the like. In the next century the people have become “Normaniii,’^ 
and their land has become “Normanuia,” “ Normendie.” “ North- 
mantiia,^^ with Einhard, meant Denmark. In Adam of Bremen 
“ Nortmannia means distinctively Norway, though he also uses 
the word “ Norvegia.” With him “ Nortmanni always means 
Norwegians, except in ii. 52? where Richard is described as 
“ Comes Nortmannorum ” and his duchy as “ Nortmannia.^' It 
is perhaps needless to add that in our own Northumbrian geo- 
graphy the local names Normanton and Normanby point to 
Northmen, not to Normans, just as the word “ NorJ^men is 
used in our own Chronicles in describing the Commendation of 
923. 


NOTE V. p. 15B. 

Notices of Language in the Tenth Century. 

The notices of language which we come across in our authors 
are often highly curious. The Romance languages are now just 
beginning to be felt to be really languages, and not mere vulgar 
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dialects of Latin. We get perhaps our first glimpse of this feeling 
in Nithard's description (iii. 5) of the famous oath of Strassburg in 
842. The two languages, the parents of modern High-Dutch and 
modern French, are distinguished as ^'lingua Teudisca’^ and ‘^lingua 
Homana.” Charles the Bald himself spoke Lingua Rom ana ; Pertz, 
Legg. i. 472. Romana,"" Romance^ is the usual description of the 
new language, as distinguished from the classical Latina/’ though 
we have seen (see p. 182) at least one instance where Latinus 
serino ” means the populai: Romance. In the course of the next 
century the language became nationalized, and in Richer (iv. 100) 
it appears as “ lingua Gallica,” which becomes its usual later name. 
I leave to professed philologers to fix the exact relation of the 
“lingua Romana” of Nithard to French and to Provencal respec- 
tively. For my purpose it is enough that it is Romance, as 
distinguished both from Latin and from Teutonic. 

We also in the course of the narratives of Flodoard and Richer 
come across several curious passages where the Romance and 
Teutonic languages are opposed to each other. Thus Charles the 
Simple has a conference at Worms with Henry of Saxony 
(“ Heinricus Transrhenensis ”), when (Richer, i. 20) “ Germanorum 
Gallorumque juvenes, linguarum idioinate offensi, ut eorum inos 
est, cum multa animositate maledictis sese lacessire cocperunt.” In 
948 Lewis and Otto attend a synod, where letters are read in 
Latin, and are translated “propter reges juxta Teutiscam linguam.” 
(Flod. in an. ; Pertz, iii. 396.) Lewis therefore spoke German 
no less than Otto. Otto however (see AVidukiud, ii. 36) could 
speak French on occasion (“Romana lingua Slavanicaque loqui 
scit ”), which makes the employment of German still more im- 
portant. In 981 Hugh Capet and Otto the Second met. Otto 
spoke Latin, and a Bishop translated his speech to Hugh. (Richer, 
iii. 85,) Hugh therefore did not understand German, and the 
Romance which he spoke had departed so far from Latin that 
Latin needed an interpreter. In 996 certain Gaulish and German 
Bishops meet (Richer, iv. 100), and the Bishop of Verdun is chosen 
to speak “eo quod linguam Gallicam norat.” The Lotharingian 
prelate could doubtless speak both languages. These passages 
seem enough to make out the view which I have everywhere 
maintained, that throughout the tenth century the Carolingian 
Kings at Laon were a strictly German dynasty, speaking German 
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as their mother-tongue, while the Dukes and Kings of Paris were 
already French. 

Sir Francis Palgrave's assertion (i. 72) that the German 
Ritterschaft of Otho the Great raised the war-cry in French” 
is an evident misconception of the passage in Widukind (ii. 17) 
on whicli it seems to he grounded. The historian is clearly speak- 
ing of the Lotharingian borderers who spoke both languages. His 
words are simply, Ex nostris etiam fuere, qui Gallioa lingua ex 
parte loqui sciebant, qui clamore in altum Gallice levato, exhoifati 
sunt adversaries ad fugam.” 

Of the speed with which French displaced Danish as the 
language of Normandy, I have said sometbing in p. 18 1. For 
the retention of the ancient speech at Bayeux, after it had been 
forgotten at Rouen, our chief authority is Dudo, 1 1 2 D ; ‘‘ Quo- 
iiiam quidem Rotomagensis civitas Romana potius quam Dacisca 
utitur eloquentia, et Baiocacensis fruit ur frefpientius Dacisca 
lingua quam Romana i volo igitur ut ad Baiocacensia deferatur 
(^uantocius incenia, et ibi volo ut sit, Botho, sub tua custodia, ct 
eiiutriatur et educetur cum magna diligentia, tervens loquacitate 
Daci^ ca, tamque discens tcnaci raemoria, ut queat sermocinari 
])rofusius olim contra Dacigenas.” (“ Contra sermocinari, in 
Dudo’s language, is simply to converse witin) So Benoit, 11520; 


h Roem le faz garder 
E norir, gaires longement 
II ne saura parlier neieiit 
Daneis, kar iiul I’i parole. 

Si voil qu’il seit a tele escole 
Ou Ten le sache endoctriner 


Quo an Daneis f=!aclie p:\rler. 

Ci no sevont riens fors roman z ; 

Mais h Baines eii a tanz 
Qui ne sevent si Haneis non : 

E pur ceo, sire quens Boton, 

Voil que VOS Taiez ensemble od vos.” 


Wace (Roman de Rou, 2502) says only 

Ricbart sout en Daneiz, en Norinant parler. 

Here ‘^Normant” can mean nothing but French, but it is less clear 
what he means by it in v. 2377? where we read, 

''Cosne sout en Thioiz et en Normant parler. 

Wace probably meant French, but he seems to have misunderstood 
a passage of DudQ,(99, loo) which contains a curious notice of the 
use of the Danish language, the force of which Dudo himself seems 
hardly to have understood. William is at a conference with Henry 
of Germany (really with Otto). Certain Lothariiigians and Saxons 



620 


APPENDIX. 


talk to their own chief Cono ; William, by his knowledge of 
Danish, understands tliem (“ per Daciscam linguam qua) dicebant 
subsaniiaiites, iiitelligendo subaudit’’). The Saxon Duke Hermann 
afterwards speaks to William in Danish, and being asl^ed liow the 
Saxons came to understand that language, explains the fact by 
the constant incursions of the N’orthmen. Duke Hermann might 
very well understand Danisli, and might speak Danish to William ; 
but the Saxons and Lotharingiaiis would not speak Danish to 
Cono. What the story seems to point to is tluit the Low-Dutch 
of Saxony and Lower Lorraine was so far intelligible to one who 
understood Danish that he could guess at the general meaning of 
what was said. 

But the most remarkable notice of language at all is to be found 
in the Tours Chronicle in Duchesne, Rer. Franc. Scriptt. iii. 360, 
which records the homage of liolf to Charles (see p. 168), and the 
traditional origin of the name BUjot a 4 applied to the Normans. 
When Rolf is called on to kiss the King’s feet, lingua Anglica 
respondit, Ne se higotlij quod interpretatur, non per Deum, rex 
vero et sui ilium deridentes, et sermoiiem ejus corrupte referentes, 
ilium vocaveruut Bigoth. Unde Norman iii adhuc Bigothi dicun- 
tur” (see Wace, 9907, et seqq.). Here we read that this famous 
refusal of Rolf to abase himself was made in a language which by 
Frankish hearers was looked upon as English. That Rolf spoke 
English in any strict sense is most unlikely ; the tongue in which 
he answered was doubtless his native Danish. Nor is it enough to 
say, with Sir F. Palgrave (i. 700), that any Teutonic speech was 
loosely called English by the French ; for Rolf was speaking in the 
presence of a prince whose native speech was undoubtedly Teutonic. 
But Charles the Frank spoke High-Dutch ; Rolf the Dane spoke a 
language which, in a wide sense of the words, might be called 
Low- Dutch. England was the most famous and most familiar 
country of the Low-Dutch speech, and the Scandinavian talk of 
Rolf was by his Frankish hearers accordingly set down as English. 

NOTE W. pp. 168, 222. 

c 

The Vassalage of Normandy. 

That Rolf became in the strictest sense the “ man ” of King 
Charles, I have no doubt whatever. Against plain facts and 
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probabilities we have nothing to set except the shirkings and 
twistings of Dudo’s rhetoric. Thus he tells us (83 D) ; “ Dedit 
itaque [Karolus] filiam suam Gislam nomine uxorem illi Duci, 
terramque determinatam in alodo, et in fundo^ a flumine Eptee 
usque ad mare, totamque Eritanniam, de qua posset viverc.” And 
again (84 A) ; Ceterum Karolus rex, duxcjue Rothertus, comi- 
tesque et proceres, prsesules et ahhatcs, juraveruiit Sacramento 
Catliolicee fidei patricio Rolloni vitam suam, et membra, et honorem 
totius retjni, insuper terrain dcnominatam,” &c. See Palgravo, 
ii. 361. And he is rather fond of speaking of Normandy as a 
kingdom or a monarchy ; “ Tenet sicuti rex monarehiam Norih- 
mannicee regionis ; ‘‘ Regnum Northmannicce Britonieaeque regio- 

nis.” (no D; 128 E, C; 136 C.) Still the homage of Rolf is 
perfectly plain, and so is the homage of his son William Longsword. 
(See pp. 168, 196.) The ^testimony of Flodoard (927, cf. 933) is 
express ; “ Se filius Rollonis Karolo committit.'' Eut whether 
Richard the Fearless ever did homage to Lewis or Lothar is not 
so clear. Richard may be included among the ^^emteri regni 
prirnores'' who (see p. 221) did homage to Lewis in 946. Ludo 
however (126 C) seems very anxious to except him ; “ Venit rex 
supra fluvium Eptm contra Northmannos, cum raagno duce 
Hugone. . . . Propriis verbis fecit securitatem regni ({uod suns 
avus Rollo vi ac potestate, armis et pneliis sibi acquisivit. Ipse- 
que et omnes episcopi, comites, et abbates reverendi, principesque 
Franciae regni Richardo puero innocenti, ut teneat et possidcat, et 
nullis nisi Deo servitinm ipse et successio ejus reddat, et si quis 
perversse invasionis rixatione contra cum congredi, vcl alicujus 
rixationis congressione invadcre regnum^ malucrit, fidissimus 
adjutor in omni advcrsge inopportunitatis necessitate per omnia 
exstiterit.^’ As for any homage to Lothar (see p. 232), I suspect 
that no such homiige was ever rendered. The h rench writers 
do not mention it, though they would doubtless have been glad 
to mention it if it had happened. And Flodoard s way of 
speaking of Richard is remarkable, William was the Prince 
of the Normans Richard is only ‘‘ the son of William Prince of 
the Normans’’ ('‘•filius Willelmi Northmannorum principis;” see 
p* 232, note 3). But I have no doubt that the homage was 
lawfully due, and it was most likely its refusal which led to the 
differences between Lothar and Richard. On the other hand, 
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the Commendation of Diehard to Hugh the Great (see p. 222) 
seems to be quite authentic, and it is clear that it was renewed to 
Hugh’s son. This appears from a charter, whicli I am obliged 
to quote at secondhand from Lappenberg, Norman Kings, p. 30. 
Hichard there uses the words, cum assensu seniorts mei, Hugonis, 
Francoruni principis.” The date is 968 ; the lord therefore is 
Hugh Caj^et. 

With regard to this matter a remarkable passage of Sir Francis 
Palgrave (ii. 494-5) must be quoted and commented^ on. His 
words are, A perfect reciprocity was established between France 
and the ^Norman Monarchy.’ . . . That Dominion which Hollo 
the Grandsire had won by so many battles, Richard shall hence- 
forward have and hold, owing service to none but God. . . . Should 
any enemy attempt to disturb the right of the Norman Sovereign, 
the King of France shall be his help and aid in all things. . . . 
No other service shall Normandy render unless the King should 
grant the Duke some Benefice within the Kingdom of France, 
Therefore, as it was explained in after-time, the Duke of Normandy 
doth no more than promise faith and homage to the King of 
France. In like manner doth the King of France render the 
same fealty to the Duke of Normandy ; nor is there any other 
difference between them, save that the King of France doth not 
render homage to the Duke of Normandy like as the Duke of 
Normandy doth to the King.” 

If I rightly understand Sir Francis Palgrave, his meaning is 
that the Duke of the Normans ceased from that time to be 
the man of the King of the French ; that he merely entered into 
a treaty on equal terms with his former lord ; that by voluntary 
commendation he became the man of the Duke of the French ; 
that the later vassalage of Normandy to France was due, not 
to the kingdom of France but to the duchy, that it had its 
beginning in the homage done by Richard the Fearless to Duke 
Hugh, not in the homage done by Rolf to King Charles. I say, 
if I rightly understand Sir Francis, because I cannot quite reconcile 
his statements with one another. In one page there ‘‘ is perfect 
reciprocity established between France and the Nbrman monarchy.” 
Richard has and holds his dominion, owing service to none but 
God, — yet directly afterwards it is allow’ed that “ the Duke of 
Normandy promises fealty and homage to the King of France.” 
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It is dangerous to dispute with Sir Francis Palgrave on a question 
of feudal law, and the more so, as the relations between Norniandy 
and France at once awaken the whole controversy about ‘Miege” 
and ‘^simple’' homage. But surely, even in a case of simple 
homage, there is not perfect reciprocity” between him who pays 
and him who receives the homage; and certainly, in tlic tale as 
I read it, I see nothing but the simple relation of lord and man, 
only clouded over by the big words of Dudo. And as for reci- 
procity, surely reciprocity of a certain kind was the essence of 
the feudal relation. Lord and vassal were eiich to help and dehoid 
the other. No one denies that Henry the Second was the vassal 
of King Lewis the Seventh, if not for Normandy, at any rate 
for his other continental possessions, but an equal ol>ligation is 
imposed, in their mutual oath, on Lewis to defend Henry “ sicut 
fidclem suum^^ and on Henry to defend Lewis “dominum suum,” 
See Roger of Wendover, ii. 388. 

The notion of the independence of Normandy on France comes 
out very strongly in the speech which Henry of Huntingdon puts 
into the mouth of William the Compieror before tlui Battle of 
Senlac (M. H. B. 762 D). A much later instance will be found 
in William of Worcester's Collections (Stevensdn’s Wars in Fiance, 
ii. 522), when the relations between Normandy and France had 
again begun to interest Englishmen, We there read of “ Normandy, 
whicli duedom, as yt ys sayde by auncyent wrytyng, holdeth of 
noone higher souverayn in chief but of God.’' 

The exact relations between Richard the Fearless and the two — 
if any one cares to reckon the last Lewis, the three — last Karlings 
I must be content to leave doubtful. AVlien the Duke of tha 
French — the undoubted over-lord of Normandy — became also King 
of the French the question ceased to be a practical one. As I 
have said in p. 246, the French King was the lord of the Norman 
Duke in some character, whether in that of Duke or of King it 
mattered little. The question was not likely to be stirred again 
till that change in the relations and mutual feelings between 
France and Normandy which marked the days of King Henry and 
Duke William. * 
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NOTE X. p. i8o. .. 


Danish Maeriages. 

The “ mos Danicus'' with regard to marriage or concubinage, 
or rather with regard to some third state between marriage and 
concubinage, is often mentioned in the Norman history of the 
time. And, though I do not remember the exact words being 
used in England, yet something of the same kind seems to have 
existed there also. The ease with which Earl ITbtred (see p. 329) 
parts with two successive wives, the relations between Cnut and 
his two TElfgifus (see p. 41 1), perhaps the relation between Harold 
the. son of Godwirie and the East- Anglian Eadgyth Swanneshals 
(see vol. iii. Appendix NN), all seem to point to a practice of 
the same kind. Indeed we shall find (^see below, Note SS) that 
it is by no means clear whether the first wife of ^tbelred, the 
mother of his heroic son, was not in the same way cast aside to 
make room for the Norman Lady. Instances of the same sort 
might indeed be found veiy much later in German, in French, 
and in English history, and we find a relation essentially the same 
as far as we can go back in the history of the Aryan race. The 
“mos Danicus” might just as well be called “mos Achaicus;” the 
relation between Holf and Popa at once reminds one of the relation 
of Briseis to Achilleus, or of Andromache to Neoptolcmos. Briscis 
is a captive ; but she receives the honourable appellation of 
(II. ix. 336, 340) ; she has hopes of becoming even KovpidiT] 
aXoxos (II. xix. 298). Still Achilleus’ relation to her in no way 
hinders him from taking another wife (II. ix. 394), any more than 
it hinders DiomMe (ib. 661) from taking her place during her 
constrained absence. In just the same way, Popa is put away 
to make room for King Charles’s daughter ; but afterwards we 
read (Will. Gem. ii. 22), “ Repudiatam Popam .... iterum repetens 
sibi copulavit.” (Sec more in detail, Benoit, v. 7954, and Roman 
de Rou, 2037.) The “mos Danicus” is opposed to the “mos 
Christianus.” The tardy bridal of Richard and Gun nor (see p. 
253) was done Christian fashion; “ Virginem [Viraginem?] . . . 
sibi in matrimonium Christiano more desponsavit.” So says 
William of Jumi^ges (iv. 18), and he even thinks it necessary 
to guarantee (v. 5) that the marriage of Alan of Britanny and 
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Hadwisa the daughter of Richard the Good was celebrated 
“ Christiano more.’’ TThe expressions used with regard to Sprota 
herself are many and various. She is in Dudo, 97 A, '^conjux 
dilectissima j ” in no D, ‘‘ matrona venerabilis,” a description 
which, I need hardly say, proves nothing as to her age. In 
Flodoard, A. 943, her son is ‘^natus de concuhina Britanna.” 
King Lewis, if we may believe William of Jumieges (iv. 3), went 
a step further, and called young Uichard meretricis filium ultro^ 
virum alienum rapientis.” This is mere Billingsgate, as Richard 
was certainly born before AVillianis marriage with Liudgardis, 
though from the Roman de Rou (v. 2073, 2251) one might be led 
to think otherwise. Elsewhere (iii. 2), in announcing the birth of 
Richard, AVilliam calls her nobilissima puella, Danico more -sibi 
[William Longs word] juncta, nomine Sprota.” And so Benoit, 
8872; 

'^Icele ama mult e tint chere ; La vout aveir, non autreinent, 

Mais ^ la Daneeche inanere Oe dit Testorie qui no inent.” 

m 

The last line is most likely meant as a compliment to William of 
Jumieges. 

The essence of this kind of connexion seems to be that the 
woman is the man’s wife but that the man is not the woman’s 
husband. He can evidently leave her at pleasure, but there is 
no recorded instance of her leaving him. This difference may 
however be simply the result of the difference of rank between 
the parties in all the cases with which we have to deal. The 
wife or mistress of a prince is obviously less likely to forsake 
him than he is to forsake her. And from a modern Scandinavian 
writer I gather that Scandinavian manners, at a somewhat later 
time, allowed of a connexion of nearly the same kind, hut one 
which put the sexes more on a level. 

The term JylgiJcona (literally companion-woman), which fre- 
quently occurs in the Sagas, must have originally meant the 
same as frilla. Later on, in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, 
it received a more honourable import, as it was applied to a free 
woman living with a man in connubial intercourse according to 
the terms of a formal contract, but without the observance of the 
usual wedding ceremonies, and especially without consecration by 
the Church. Connexions of this kind seem to have been rather 
common, especially in Iceland, and dated from the time when 

VOL. I. S s 
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the Church began to lay greater hindrances in the way of obtaining 
a divorce than bad formerly been the case. This connexion 
would be dissolved at the wish of either of the parties, or in 
accordance with the terms which had been previously agreed upon, 
without the intervention of the Church, a result which was not 
in accordance with Christian views, and could not be applied to 
marriages proper. . . . The fylgikona frequently occupied the posi- 
tion of house-wife/^ Keyser’s Private Life of the Old Northmen, 
PP- 35 , 36. 

As for earlier Frankish laxity, among many strange examples 
I choose the strangest. Luxuriae supra modum deditus [Dago- 
bertus] tres habebat ad instar Salomonis reginas, maxime et 
plurimas concubinas. Ileginse vero bse erant, Nantecbildis, 
Wlfegundis, et Berchildis. Nomina concubinarura, eo quod plures 
fuissent, increvit huic chronicse inseri.” ^Fredegar, c. 60, 


NOTE Y. p. 197. 

The Election op Lewis. 

We have two main accounts of the election of Lewis. Flodoard 
(A. 936) tells the tale very briefly; Richer (ii. 1—4), as usual, is 
much fuller. But the longer version only expands, and in no 
way contradicts, the shorter one. The main points, that Hugh 
the Great was the chief mover in the business and that application 
had to be made to King /Ethclstan in England, come out equally 
in both accounts. Flodoard tells us, in his dry annalistic way, 
Hugo comes trans mare mittit pro accersiendo ad apicem regni 
Biiscipicndum Ludowico Karoli filio, quern rex Alstanus avunculus 
ipsius, accepto prius jurejurando a Francorum legatis, in Franciam 
cum quibusdam episcopis et aliis fidelibus suis dirigit.^' We may 
here note how completely the words “ trans mare"' had got to mean 
England and nothing else, and also that Francia seems to be used 
in 'a wider sense than -usual (see above, p. 614), though not 
necessarily in a sense taking in the whole of the Western kingdom. 
Lewis is met at Boulogne by Hugh and the other princes cseteri 
Francorum proceres’'), who do homage to him on the sea-shore 
(** in ipsis litoreis arenis apud Bononiam sese committunt, ut erat 
utrimque depactum ”). He then goes to Laon, and is crowned. 
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Richer (ii. i) first gives us that geographical distribution of 
parties which I have mentioned in the text, and of which I have 
also spoken in an earlier Note (see above, p. 609). He distinctly 
mentions Hugh’s unwillingness to assume the crown ; “ Quum 
Hugo patrem ob insolentiam periisse rcminiscebatur, et ob hoc 
regiiare forinidarct” (cf. c. 73, where King Lewis says the same), 
and adds that, through the absence of Lewis and the unwillingness 
of Hugh, the choice of a King at least seemed freer than usual 

Galli itaque in regis promotione libcrlores videri laborantes”). 
They meet under the presidency of Duke Hugh (“ sub Hugoiie 
duce deliberaturi de rege creando collecti sunt”). The Duke 
makes a speech, which we may safely set down as the composition 
of the historian. Hugh, we cannot doubt, really had a superstitious 
feeling against taking the title of King, but he is not likely to 
have made the strong legitimist harangue which is put into his 
mouth by Richer. He deplores the sin of his father in reigning, 
even though he had been chosen to reign by the common voice of 
the nation ; Pater mens vestra quondam omnium voluntate rex 
creatus, non sine inagno regnavit facinore, quum is cui soli jura 
regnandi debebantur viveret, et vivens carcere clauderetur. Quod 
credite Deo non acceptum fuissc. Unde ct absit ut ego patris loco 
restituar.” He then goes on to sj^cak of the reign of Rudolf as 
teaching the same lesson quum cjus tcmpoie visum sit, quid 
nunc innasci possit, contemptus videlicet regis ac per Iioc principum 
dissensus”). He therefore counsels a return to the lawful royal 
stock repetatur ergo interrupta paullulum regime gcncrationis 
linea”). The rest agree, and the embassy is sent to Lnghind in 
the name of the Duke and the other princes (“ Duels benevolentia 
atque omnium qui in Galliis potiores sunt”). 

The real importance of this speech, like that of many other 
speeches, consists in its setting forth the feelings of Richer, not 
the feelings of Duke Hugh. It points to a strong royalist tone 
as prevailing at Rheims when this part of Richer’s history was 
written, and it is curious to contrast his language now with the 
language which he uses after the revolution of 987. See p. 240. 

William of Normandy is not mentioned in either of these 
accounts. Dudo (97 D) has quite another story, in which, as I 
hinted in the text, the first step is taken by -®thelstan, who prays 
Duke William to restore his nephew. Audiens autem Alstemus, 

8 s a, 



628 


APPENDIX. 


rex Anglorum pacificus, quod prsecellebat Willelmus virtute et 
poteiitia Franciscse nationis omnibus, mi sit ad eum legates suos 
cum donis pricmaximis et muneribus, dcprecans ut Ludovicuui 
nepotem suum, Karoli capti regis morte jam in captionc prteoc- 
cupati filiuni, revocaret ad Franciae regnum/' &c., &c. 

It is in 2'ecording this election of Lewis that Rudolf Glaber 
(i. 3) uses those expressions, so well setting forth the union of 
election and hereditary right, which I have (quoted elsewhere (see 
above, p. 609). He does not mention Hugh at all, though he had 
just before enlarged on his share in the election of Rudolf. 


NOTE Z. p. 205. 

The Death op “William cLongswoed. 

OuB accounts of the circumstances which led to the death of 
William Longsword differ widely from each other. Flodoard 
(943) simply tells us that Arnulf invited him to a conference, and 
there caused him to be put to death. ^‘Arnulfus comes Willelmum 
Nortmannorum principem ad colloquium evocatum dolo perimi 
fecit.^' Thus much we may accept as certain ; but the oldest 
French and Norman versions of the events immediately going 
before are remarkably unlike, and in later writers we find quite 
another version of the whole affair. 

Richer (ii. 30 et seqq.) connects the murder of William with an 
insult offered by him to King Otto in the Council held by Otto and 
Lewis at Attigny. William, whether by accident or by design, 
was not admitted at the beginning of the irieeting. After waiting 
for some time, he forced his way in in great wrath, and his in- 
dignation was further heightened at what he then saw. The two 
Kings were sitting on a raised couch, the Eastern King, the 
truer successor of Charles, taking the seat of honour. Below 
them, on two chairs, sat Hugh the Great and Arnulf. William 
had lately renewed his homage to Lewis, and was filled with zeal 
for the honour of his over-lord. He bade Lewis rise, and he 
himself took his seat immediately below Otto. It was not fit 
that the Western King should allow any man to sit above him 
(‘Hpse resedit, dixitque indecens esse regem inferiorem, alium 
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vero quemlibet siiperiorem vidcri ”). He then made Otto rbe, 
and made Lewis take the seat left empty by Otto, he himseir keeping 
the place immediately below Lewis, that where Lewis himself had 
been seated first ; “ Quaproj^ter oportere Ottouem inde amoliri, 
regique cedere. Otto pudore affcctus surgit ac regi eedit. Rex 
itaqne superior, at Wilelmus inferior consederunt/' William thus 
set forth his theory of precedence ; the King of the West-Fraiiks 
first, the Duke of the Normans second, the Teutonic King and tin* 
other princes of Gaul seemingly nowhere. Sucli a doctrine was 
naturally unacceptable alike to Otto, llugli, and Arnulf. They 
dissembled their anger at the time; but, when the council had 
broken up, and when Lewis and William had gone away tog(‘ther, 
they met and discussed their wrongs privately. Otto in vague 
terms (c. 31) exhorted Hugh and Arnulf to vengeance against 
William ; he who had nyt spared him, King Otto, would certainly 
not spare them (‘^qui sibi regi non indulsit, minus illis indul- 
turum Richer however does not charge Otto with counselling 
the assassination of William, unless such a charge is implied in 
the words, ‘‘ coiiccptum facinus variis verboriim coloribus obvclat. 
Hugh and Arnulf then met together and determined on the murder 
of AVilliam. His death was expedient, because it would emdilc 
them to get Lewis altogether into their power, whereas now 
William supposed the King against tliem (^‘regeni ctiam ad 
quodcumquc voleiit faeilius infiexuros, si is solum ])ereat, ([uo rex 
fretus ad quseque flecti uequeaf c. 32). The plot was laid , 
Arnulf invited William to the conference at riccpiigny ; tlic 
Norman Duke was there killed hy some of the conspirators wliosi* 
names are not given, but not in the presence or b;y the avowed 

orders of the Coipit of Flanders. 

Dudo's story (pp. 104 et seepp) is qude different. He knows 
nothing of the Council of Attigny, nothing of King Otto as having 
even an involuntary share in Williams murder. With him the 
first deviser of the sclieme is Arnulf, to whom all mischief is as 
naturally attiibuted at this stage ot Norman histoiy as, at a latei 
stage of English history, it is attributed first to J^Ifric and then 
to Eadric. Arnulfs quarrel with William arises wliolly out of 
the affair of Herlwin of Montreuil (see p. 201). But certain 
French princes who are not named join with Arnulf in t le 
conspiracy; “ Arnulfus dux Flaudrerisium supra menioiatus, veneuo 
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viperefle calliditatis nequiter repletus astuque diabolicae fraudis 
exitialiter illectus, gentisque IVanciscae (|Uorumdain principum 
subdolo consilio et malignitate atrociter exbortatus, ccjepit meditari 
et tractare lugubrein mortem ejus Willclmi/’ From this point 
the two tales are nearly the same ; only Dudo of course throws 
Arnulfs talk with William into a characteristic Dudonian shape. 
Arnulf is not only ready to make up his differences with 
Herlwin ; he asks for William's protection against King Lewis, 
Duke Hugh, and Count Herbert ; he is ready to become W^illiam's 
vassal during life, and to make him his successor at his death ; 

Quamdiu superstes fuero ero tibi tributarius, meique servient tibi 
ut domino servus. Post meoe resolutionis excessum, possidebis 
mese ditionis regnum ” (105 A). No one but Dudo could have 
thought of putting such words into Arnulfs mouth, even by way of 
a blind. The assassination itself is described in much the same 
way as it is by Hicher.; Dudo also gives us the names of the 
actual murderers. They are Eric, Balzo, Robert, and Ridulf or 
Riulf. 

Now these two versions, though at first siglit so utterly different, 
do not formally contradict one another. It is quite possible that 
Arnulf may have been led to his crime by a combination of causes, 
of winch Richer has enlarged on one part and Dudo on another, 
according to their several points of view. Arnulf may well have 
had a grudge against William, both on account of the wrong done 
to him in the matter of Montreuil and also on account of the insult 
offered to him at Attigny. And in fact the two njirratives to a 
certain degree incidentally coincide. Richer (ii. 31) implies that 
Arnulf and his confederates already had a grudge against William 
before the meeting at Attigny ; “ Quse oratio [Ottonis sc.] pluri- 
mam invidiam paravit, ac amicos in odium Wilelmi incitavit, 
(i[uum et ipsi, quamvis latenter, ei admodum inviderent.'^ Dudo, 
as we have seen, speaks of a conspiracy of Arnulf with other 
princes of Gaul. It was not at all unnatural that the affair of 
. Attigny should be of primary importance in the eyes of Richer, 
and that the affair of Montreuil should be of primary importance 
in the eyes of Dudo. Attigny lay quite bey odd the reach of 
ordinary Norman vision, and William's doings there might not 
seem very meritorious in Norman eyes. It was certainly some- 
thing to have put an open affront upon the Eastern King; but 
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it was perhaps hardly becoming in the independent lord of the 
Norman monarchy (see page 221, and above, p. 621) to show such 
ostentatious deference to the Western King. It is therefore (piitc 
possible to put together a very probable narrative, taking in the 
main statements both of Hicher and of Dudo, but of course allowing 
for the rhetorical and exaggerated form into which both of them 
throw their details. This is very much what is done by Sir 
Francis Palgrave (Normandy and England, ii. 299 et seqq.), only 
in one or two places he gives the story a strange colouring of 
his own. 1 can find nothing about William being himself too 
late, either on purpose or by accident. The statement of Hicher, 
as I read it, is simply that, wliether by design or by accident, lie 
was shut out of the council-cliambcr. Again, Sir Francis simply 
says that William '‘compelled King Otho to rise;” he says not a 
word about William’s motive for so doing or about the exaggerated 
loyalty which he displayed towards Lewis. 

One can hardly doubt, on the authority of Flodoard and Kicher, 
that William was really killed at Picquigny by the machinations of 
Arnulf. But there is quite another story, briefly alluded to by 
Sir Francis Palgrave in two places (pp. 298, 303), which tiansfers 
the scene of the murder from the Somme to the Seine. This 
version turns up in several shapes. We get it in lludolf Glaber 
(iii. 9. Duchesne, vol, iv. p. 38), according to whom the chief 
criminal was Theobald of Chartres. Theobald the Tricker is the 
first to devise the plot, and he is also the actual murderer. In 
concert with Arnulf, William is invited by Theobald to a con- 
ference somewhere on the Seine. Kudolf is not clear whether the 
summons was sent in the name of the King or of the Duke of 
the French (“ promittens se ex parte regis Francorum seu Hugonis 
Magni, qui fuerat filius Boberti regis, queni Otto dux Suxotiunij 
postea vero Iraperator Homanorum, Suessionis interfecit ); that is 
to say, Rudolf already failed to understand that there had been a 
time when the Rex Francorum was quite a different person from 
the lord of Paris and the Seine. The story of the murder 
then follows much as before, with the Seine for the Somme 
and Theobald for Arnulf ; only Theobald kills William witli liis 
own hand. 

In the Tours Chronicle (Duchesne, Rer. Franc, iii. 360) we find 
another version; “Guillelmus filius Rollonis ducis NormannisB a 



632 


APPENDIX. 


Balzone Curto in medio Sequanse occisus est, proj^ter mortem 
Riulfi et filii but Anchetilli.” Now we found Balzo in Dudo’s 
account as the name of one of William’s murderers, but we had no 
account of the man or of his motives. He here appears as the 
avenger of Eiulf, doubtless the Riulf who headed the revolt against 
William in 932 (see p. 189). We then however beard nothing of 
Hiulf’s death, the statement of Dudo (96 D) being that “'Eiulfus 
fugiendo evanuit.” But who is Anchetillus, Anquetil, Anscyfcel, a 
palpable Dane like our own Thurcytels and Ulfcytels ! And why 
sliould Balzo avenge either Ancytel or Eiulf? Here comes in the 
story of William of Malmesbury, which he first tells (ii. 145) as if 
he fully believed it, and then adds, as more trustworthy (“ vera- 
ciores literse dicunt ”), an abridgement of Dudo’s story. Anscytel 
(Oscytel) is the son of Eiulf, a Norman chief who had somehow 
incurred William Longsword’s displeasure, and who greatly 
troubled him with his revolts. But Anscytel is the faithful soldier 
of Duke William, and he carries his loyalty so far as to take his 
father prisoner and to hand him over to the Duke. He does 
however exact a promise that Eiulf shall suffer no punishment 
worse than bonds. But, not long after, Anscytel is sent by Duke 
William to Pavia with a letter for a potentate described as the 
Duke of Italy, asking that the bearer may be put to death (“Comes 
Ansclietillum in Papiarn dirigit, epistolam de sua ipsius ncce ad 
ducem Italiae portantem ^‘). This, I need hardly say, is a story as 
old as Bellerophontes (II. vi. 168) and as modern as Godwine (see 
Note EEE). The Duke of Italy of course abhors the crime, and, 
equally of course, is in dread of the power of his brother of 
Normandy. A thousand horsemen are sent to attack Anscytel and 
his companions as soon as they are out of the city. Anscytel, like 
the Homeric Tydeus, was small in stature but valiant in war (“ vir 
exigui corporis sed immanis fortitudinis ” — fiiKpos erju depas, dWa 
paxnrr)s' 11 . V. 801), whence his surname Curtus, But, less suc- 
cessful than Tydeus (II. iv. 387; v. 803 et seqq.) or Bellerophontes 
(II. vi. 188), Anscytel and his comrades indeed slay all their 
enemies, but they are also all slain themselves, except Balzo. This 
sole survivor, unlike Othryadds (Herod, i. 82), does not kill him- 
self, but at once accuses his immediate lord Duke William in the 
court of his over-lord the King. Besides the treachery practised 
against Anscytel, Eiulf too, contrary to Duke William’s promise. 
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had been blinded in prison. The Duke of the Normans is 
summoned by his over-lord to answer for the crime, and, somewhat 
strangely, the court of the Carol ingian King of Laon is held at 
Paris. Thither Duke William humbly comes, and there he is, like 
Uhtred (see p, 379) and Eadvvulf (see p. 527), killed hy Jlalzo 
under the pretext of a conference. 

I need hardly say that this tale, as it stands, is a mere romance ; 
but it is an instructive romance, because it is so easy to trace out 
the mythical elements out of which it is made up. Still, like most 
other such stories, it most likely contains its kernel of truth. Palzo 
may have been one of Hiulf’s followers in tlie Cotenlin, who took 
an opportunity to revenge his chieftain's defeat. More tlian this 
it would be rash to infer. So the story in iludolf (Uaher 
may justify us in adding Theobald of Chartres to tlie list of 
conspirators against William, and tlic same story falls in with tlie 
charge against Hugh brought by llicher. But there is no kind 
of need to breathe the least susi)icion against King Lewis; William 
was just then his firm friend, and any mention of the King as 
having a hand in the business seems to be owing only to the fact 
that the later writers had forgotten what were the true relations 
between Laon and Paris in the days of William Longsword. 


NOTE A A. p. 263. 

Leading Men in England at the Death of Eadgar. 

^LFHERE OF Mercia is called by Florence (983) llegis 
Anglorum Eadgari propinquus," which most likely means kindred 
by the mother's side, liis name is affixed to most ot the charters of 
the time, and many acts in Mercia are stated to be done by his 
consent. See, for instance, a charter of Bishop Oswald (Cod. 
DipL hi. 5), where he bears the title of ‘‘ hcretoga. Ihe 
Chronicles (A. 975), followed by Henry of Huntingdon (M. H. B. 
748 C), who calls him consul iiequissimus,' charge him with 
actually destroying monasteries. Florence speaks only of his 
bringing in married priests and their wives. In some cases it 
appears that former owners of lands then in monastic occupation 
laid legal claims to them as having been taken from them unjustly. 
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See Hist. El. lib. i. c. 5, 8 ; Gale, pp. 465, 467. It is curious to 
find among these claimants against the monastery of Ely no less a 
person than Ealdorman -^thelwine himself (Hist. El. lib. i. c. 5). 
^thelwine, worshipped at Hamsey, was thought much less highly 
of at Ely, just as we shall find Harold spoken of very differently at 
Weils and at Waltham. 

Of the house of the Ealdormen of the East-Angles, of whom 
./Ethelwine, who has just been mentioned, was the most famous, 
we can get a still more distinct idea. See Florence, A. 975, 991 ; 
Hist. Rams. 387, Gale. Ai^thelwine was the youngest son of 
A^thelstan, surnamed the Half-king (Hist. Rams., u. s.), Ealdor- 
man of the East- Angles, who seems to have died about 967, when 
we find his last signature (Cod. Dipl. iii. 16). He married (Hist. 
El. ii, 8 ; Gale, p. 495) A^thelflsed, daughter of Brihthelm, and 
sister of the famous Ealdorman Hrihtnoth, of whom we shall hear 
more presently. They had four sons, Alt\ielwold, ^Ifwold, ^thel- 
sige, and ^thelwiue. Of these, the eldest and youngest were 
in turn joined with their father in the government of East- 
Anglia. -Ethelwold, whose widow Alllfthryth married King Eadgar 
in 964 (when Florence calls him “ gioriosus dux Orientalium 
Anglorum ”), signs several charters as dxix down to 962, probably 
the year of his death. From that year his youngest brother (see 
Florence, 992) Ethelwine takes his place. It is not easy to see 
why Elfwold was excluded, as he lived on in a private station, 
and was on good terms with his brother the Ealdorman (FI. Wig. 
A. 975)- Ethelsigc also, the third brother, signs many charters 
with the title of “ minister,” that is, Thegn. Ethelwine died in 
992 (FI. Wig. 992). The portentous title of totius [Orien tails 
Anglise aldermannus,” said (see Hist. Rams. p. 462) to have been 
inscribed on his grave, is hardly credible, but it has its parallels in 
the title of ‘‘ Dux Francorum,” borne by the contemporary Lords of 
Paris, in that of Princeps Francorum '' borne by the Mayors of the 
Palace in earlier days (Ann. Mett. 621; Pertz, i. 320, &c.), and in 
that of Dux Anglorum ” given by the Bayeux Tapestry to Harold 
when Earl of the West- Saxons. Who succeeded him in his earldom is 
not very clear. He had a son EtlielwearJ, who died at Assandun 
in 1016. Florence calls him Ethelwardus dux, filius ducis East- 
Angloruni Ethelwini Dei amici/' but the Chronicles call him 
simply ^^Ef)elweard Ej^elwines sunu ealdormannes." The tes- 
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timony of Florence shows that iKf)elwines,” the reading of the 
Abingdon Chronicle, is the right one, Worcester has “yElfwines/' 
Peterborough, more remarkably, A^'Selsigcs.” The question as to 
the right of this ^thelweard to the title of “dux” at once leads 
us to the position of the famous Ulfcytel of East- Anglia, of whom 
see below. Note HH. With regard to T^^hhelsige, the question 
at once arises whether this is the ^thelsige of whom A^hlielrod 
speaks in a charter of 999 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 305) as having 
beguiled him into his spoliation of the see of Rochester. 8ee 
above, p. 267. This ^thelsige, he comi^lains, corrupted his inno- 
cent youth, and he draws a feaiTul picture of his evil deeds in 
various ways. He was at last punished by tlie loss of all Ids 
own honours and property. This is no doubt the ^thdsige who 
signs many of the earlier charters of TEthelred (Cod. Dipl. iii. 
1 7 1, 190, 202, 212, 216, 222, 224, 228, 280); but it is not clear 
either whether this is our A^thclsige, or whether cither of them is 
the same as the captain who ravaged South Wales in 991. 

Of Brihtnoth, the uncle and ally of il^jthelwine, we shall heai 
again as the hero of Maldou (see p. 270). Of the many ways of 
spelling his name and kindred names, JBrihtric and the like, liriht^ 
noth is the one which I prefer. Beorht is the older, hriht the later 
form of the word ^ so that Beorlitnotli and Brihtnoth are the coiicct 
earlier and later forms of the name. Byrhtnoth and other spell- 


ings are simply transitional and irregular. 

Brihtnoth, we learn from the Song of Halclon, was the son of 
Brihthelm. I take him to be the same as Brihtnoth the Thcgni, 
to whom a grant of land is made by Eadgar in 967 (Cod. Dipl. in. 
15), and who signs as “minister,” another man of the same 
name signing as “dux,” This elder Ealdorman Brithnoth can be 
traced back to the beginning of Eadgar s reign. It is not easy to 
say to which of these two Brihtnoths the signatures of Bii itnot 1 
dux” in the latter years of Eadgar belong. Nor is it clear which 
of the two it is to whom Eadgar makes another grant of land m 
967 (Cod. Dipl. vi. 82). But it is certain that our Brihtnoth had 
attained the rank of Ealdorman before the death of Eadgar in 975. 
In 991 he was an old man, “ Hiir hilderinc.” It should be noticed 
that Brihtnoth the Tliegn gives the lands granted him by the King 
to the church of Worcester, an act eminently characteristic ot our 


Brihtnoth. 
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Thei e is another notice of Brihtnoth in a charter of iEthelred of 
1005 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 339), which seems to contain a reference to 
a genuine will of his. In the confirmation charter of Eynsham 
abbey the King — ego E'Selrcdiis, multiplici Dei dementia indul- 
gente, Angul-Saxonum antedictus rex, cseterarumque gentium longe 
lateque per circuitnm gubernator et rector'’ — records among other 
gifts, villain qiue vScipford dicitur dcdit vir prsed ictus [the 
founder ^hlielinar] ad monasterium antedictum, qiiam ci Lcof- 
winus suns con sanguineus spiritu in ultimo const itutus donavit, 
(luam Birlitno^ns antea (hix prcBclariis ah Eadgaro g^atre meo dignis 
ggroemmm i^o mentis accipere Imtahatur; Micclantim similiter ad 
monasterium dedit, quam ille Birhtm^us dux prcedictus ultimo 
commisit dono ah Eadgaro quoque ei antea donatam et in cartula 
firmiter commeyidatam'^ We liere see the favour in which Briht- 
noth stood with Eadgar. 

Brihtnoth appears also in the will of iEthelflted (recited in that 
of dtllflced. Cod. Dipl. iii. 271), a document of the reign of Eadgar. 
Large bequests are made to the Ealdorman by d^lthclfised ; but his 
death seems to have hindered their taking effect, as a different 
disposal of the property is made by d^lflced. Mr. Thorpe (Dipl. 
Ang. 519) identifies this il^tlielflsed with the widow of King 
Eadmund, bat his reference to the Chronicles should be 946 
instead of 925. Brihtnoth had married JEthclfiied’s sister. As 
his own widow bore the same name, was she a second wife, or were 
there two sisters both called iEthelflsed ? We find another case of 
three -^thelflseds in one family, p. 521, In the alleged will of 
Brihtnoth himself in Palgrave, ii. ccxxiii., I put very little faith. 

The accounts of Brihtnoth in the Histories of Ely and Kamsey 
seem to be mixed up Avith a good deal of fable. They both 
(Ramsey, c. Ixxi. ; Gale, p. 422 ; Ely, lib. ii. c. 6 ; Gale, p. 493) 
tell a story how the Ealdorman, on his march against the Danes, 
came to Kamsey and asked for food for his army. The niggardly 
Abbot Wulfsige was ready to entertain the Ealdorman and a few 
select companions, but he would not undertake to feed the whole 
host. Brihtnoth, like Alexander, will partake of nothing in which 
all his soldiers cannot share, and marches on to ]fcly, where Abbot 
.^Elfsige receives the whole multitude. Brihtnoth accordingly 
gives to the abbey of Ely certain lands which he had intended for 
that of Ramsey. This is hardly history; we see too clearly the 
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stories of Gideon and the elders of Succoth and of David and 
Abiathar the Priest. It is also hard to see how a march to 
IVIaldon from any part of Brihtnoth’s government could lead him 
by either Parasey or Ely. Tlie Ely History escapes this difficulty 
by making him Earl of the Northumbrians instead of the East- 
Saxons, and by making two battles of Maldon. Brihtnoth, vic- 
torious in the former, returns to Northumberland; the Danes land 
again; Brihtnoth comes from Northumberland, taking tlie tw(» 
abbeys on his march ; he then fights the second battle, in whicli, 
fourteen days of combat, he is killed. 

Of the three Thegns of Liiidesey or Deira, who played siicli 
a cowardly part in 993 (sec p. 283), two at least are known to 
us by the charters of EadgaEs reign. The nccount of the affair in 
the Clironicles is simply, pa onstealdon pa heretogan mrest pone 
fieam* pget wses Frsena^and Godwine and FriSegist.” Florence 
expands somewhat ; Duces exercitus, Frana videlicet, Frithogist, 
et Godwinus, quia ex paterno gencre Danici fucrunt, suis insi- 
diantes, auctores fugm primitus exstitcrunt.” The words “ex 
paterno genere would imply that the earlier Danish settlers, likc^ 
the followers of Cnut and of William afterwards, often took 
English wives. Also Florence translates “ heretogan” by “ duces 
exercitus f lest “heretogan” should be taken to imply the per- 
manent rank of Ealdorman. Neither Frtena nor Frithegist ever 
held that rank. They sign charters in abundance, from the days 
of Eadgar onwards, but never with any higher rank than that of 
“minister” or “ miles.” Frmna signs a great many charters long 
after this. In 995 he signs two of A^sewig, Bishop of Dorchester 
(Cod. Dipl. ili. 286, 288), which probably implies that he belonged 
to Lindesey and not to Deira. Of Godwine we may suspect that 
he also was of Lindesey, that he reformed, and rose to the rank 
of Ealdorman. Godwine, Ealdorman of Lindesey, who died at 
Assandun in 1016, is most likely the man here spoken of; but 
Godwine is so common a name that it is impossible to say to 
whom all the signatures of “Godwine minister” belong. Some- 
times two or more Godwines sign without further distinction. 

These are the chief men of the days of Eadgar who are also 
heard of under ^thelred, with the exception of those who are 
connected with Northumberland, of whom I shall speak in a 
separate Note (KK). It would also be easy, by the help of the 
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charters, to trace the succession and promotions of several men of 
less renown. 


NOTE BB. p. 265. 

The Election op Eadwaed the Martyr. 

The Chronicles do not, either in prose or in verse, say anything 
about tlie disputed election which is said to have followed the 
death of P^adgar, though three of them notice in verse that the 
crown passed to a minor. Eadgar dies, 

*^And feng his beam sy^San Eorla ealdor; 

To cynerice, pam waes Eadweard nama.” 

Cild unweaxen. 

Either there is hei'e a play on the words ealdor and cild 
unweaxan,” or else the passage is a sign how utterly the word 
“ ealdor had lost its primitive sense. 

Florence describes the disputed election very clearly ; 

‘‘Be rege eligendo magna inter regni primores oborta est 
dissensio ; quidam namque regis filium Edwardum, quidam vero 
fratrem illius elegerunt ^Egelredum. Quam ob caussam archi- 
praesules Dunstanus et Oswaldus, cum coepiscopis, abbatibus, 
ducibusque quam plurimis, in unum coiivenerunt, et Eadwardum, 
ut pater suus praeccperat, elegerunt ; electum consecraverunt et in 
regem unxerunt.” 

William of Malmesbury (ii. 161) makes Eadward be supported 
by Dunstan and certain Bishops in opposition to the Lady -^Ifthryth 
and a party of the nobles ; “ contra voluntatem quorumdam, ut 
aiunt, optimatum et novercfe, quse vixdum septem annorum pueru- 
lum Egelredum filium provehere conabatur, ut ipsa potius sub ejus 
nomine imperitaret.” 

Osbern, the biographer of Bunstan (Anglia Sacra, ii. 113), 
speaks of Eadward as the heir, but says that some of the chief 
nobles objected to his election (“ in cujus elect! one dum quidam 
principes palatini adquiescere nollent ”) because of their fears from 
his supposed character (“ existimantes juvenem regem inhumanum 
futurum, consilia sapientum non curaturum, sed pro libidine omnia 
acturum''). Eadmer, in his Life of Bunstan (Ang. Sac. ii. 220), 
makes them dread his severe justice quia morum illius severi- 
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tatem, qua in suorum excessus acrlter ssevire consueverat, suspectam 
habebat They also object that he was not the son of a crowned 
King and his Lady'(‘‘ quia matrem ejus, licet legaliter nuptain, in 
regnum tamen non magis quam patrem ejus duni eum genuit 
sacratam fuisse sciebant”). Waitz (iii. 65) remarks, wlieu 
Pope Stephen anointed the sons of Pippin along witli their 
father, dass dies geschehen sei, um den vor der Wahl gebornen 
Sohnen das voile Erbrecht zu geben und die Moglichkeit zu entfcr- 
nen, dass man etwa spiiter gebornen Sohnen einen Vorrang beilege.” 
In both these accounts the matter is brought to an issue by the 
vigorous action of Dunstan. 

One would like to know how far there is any truth in those state- 
ments of the objections brought against Eadward. One would 
have thought that there could not have been much to fear from 
either the virtues or the vices of a boy of his years. Hut the 
objection brought against him on the ground of his not being ot 
kingly birth is much more likely to be a piece of genuine tradition. 
The difficulty about it is that, as Lappenberg remarks, it was^ an 
objection which told just as much against Ththelred as against 
Eadward. For the meaning can hardly be other than that Eadward 
was born before his father’s coronation at Hath in 974 ? which 
^thelred was also. Otherwise the objection would really be a 
good one, and it was used long after on behalf of Henry the I irst 
against his elder brothers. (Cf. Herod, vii. 2-3.) Perhaps all that 
was meant was to deny that Eadward had any 'prefeience ovei 
his half-brother, so that the two boys might be candidates on equal 
terms. 

I may add that the Bath coronation of Eadgar is to me one of 
the most puzzling things in our history. I should have taken it to 
be, according to one story, a mere taking again of the crown after t ic 
penance for the matter of Wulfthryth ; only the Chionicles, w nc 1 
have hitherto freely called Eadgar King, in recording the coiona 
lion pointedly call him H^theling. 

NOTE CC. p. 278. 

The Two -^efrics. 

Who was .^Ifric, and how many iElfrics were there 1 ’ 

sou of JElfhere of Mercia, had, as we have seen, succeeded his a 
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in the government of that country, and had been banished five 
years before (see p. 268) the time which we have reached. An 
Ealdorman ^Ifric died fighting for his country twenty-five years 
later (seep. 293). Most likely these are three distinct persons; 
but, as the ^Ifric of whom we are now speaking was pardoned 
after crimes which might seem unpardonable, he might easily be 
thought to be the same as the already banished son of ^Ifhcre. 
At the sarge time it should be noticed that Florence in no way 
identifies the Alllfric of 991 with the banished il^^lfric of 986, while 
he takes great pains to show that the AClfric of 991 is the same as 
the traitor of 992 (‘‘Alfricum cujus supra meminimus and of 
1003 (^^ Alfricus dux supra memoratus The charters also seem 
to show that A^lfric the son of ^Ifhere and the Aillfric of 991 are 
two distinct persons In 983 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 196) we have the 
signatures of .di^lfhere dux,'^ “ iElfric dux.” In another charter 
of the same year we find these two signatures and also those of 
two persons called ^^iElfric minister.” In 984 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 202) 
we find two signatures of citric dux ” and one of “ ..Elfric 
minister.” In 984 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 203) we find ^^AClfric ealdor- 
man ” addressed along with ‘‘ calle f>a ]:»egenas on Hamtunscire.” 
A mention of Bishop yElfheah in the charter shows that this means 
Hampshire and not Northamptonshire, and AGlfric the traitor seems 
to command the men of Hampshire in 1003 (see p. 318). In Cod. 
Dipl. iii. 292 we have mention of an ‘‘^Elfric ealdorman” who 
seems to have jurisdiction in Berkshire; his government may easily 
have taken in the two adjoining shires. I infer, then, that ^Ifric 
the traitor was not Ealdorman of the Mercians, but of Hampshire 
and Berkshire, and that he was appointed in or before 983, when 
we find his signature along with that of JElfliere. ^Ifric the son 
of jElfhere succeeded his father in Mercia in 983 ; in 984 there- 
fore there were two Ealdormen of the name, and we find the 
signatures of both. 

Another argument to the same effect is supplied by two charters 
which evidently refer to the banishment of ^Ifric the son of 
AElfhere. One in Cod. Dipl. vi. 1 ^ 4 , attributed to the year 993, 
granting certain lands to the monastery of Abingdon, says, ‘‘ Has 
terrarum portiones Alfric cognomento puer a quadam vidua Eadfled 
appellata violenter abstraxit, ac deinde quum in ducatu suo contra 
me et contra omnem gentem meam reus exsisteret .... quando ad 
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synodale concilium ad Cyriieceastre universi optimatos mei simul in 
imum convenerunt, et eumdem Alfricum majestatis rouin do hac 
patria profiigum expulcrunt/^ The other cliarter, of 999 (CVal. 
Dipl. iii. 312, Hist. Abingdon, i. 373), states much the same of 
a person described as “comes vocitamiue yEIfric." This charter 
is signed by an “ A^]lfric dux,” that is, no doubt, ^Klfric of 
Hampshiie. Alfricus cyld,” that is, of course, “ coguomento 
puer,” is spoken of also in the Ely History (i. 12, Gale) as a 
man of imjiortance, as tlie son of Ealdorman yh^lfliere would bo, 
before iEthelred was King { 9 ^^ 9 - 919 )^ The description of the 
"Witenageinot at Cirencester reads very like the banishment in 
986. 

As for the hero of Assandun, I can only say that tlie name 
yElfric is exceedingly common, and that it is open to us to identify 
him with any of the men who sign as “ yElfric minister,” 

I am thankful that I have only to deal with the lay H^dfrics. 
There is au ecclesiastical difficulty of the same kind which I 
cheerfully leave in the hands of Professor Stubbs. 


NOTE DD. p. 279. 

The Treaty with Oeaf and Justin. 

The text of the Treaty is given in Thorpe, i. 284 ; Schmid, 204. 
It is drawn up between King yEthelrcd and his Witau on the 
one side and the invading army on the other. “ pis synd pa 
fri'S-mal and pa forword, pc yEtSelred cyng and ealle his witau witS 
pone here gedon habba'S, pe Anlaf and Justin and GuSmund 
Stegitan sunu mid w^ron." It must belong to this year, and, if 
so, it seems to prove that Olaf Tryggvesson was present, and also 
that he was not yet either King or catechumen. Had the docu- 
ment belonged to the later dealings with Olaf, he would hardly 
have been placed alongside with Justin and Guthmund, but some 
notice would have been taken both of his Christianity and of his 
royal rank. Cdhipare the '^different language of the treaties of 
yEIfred with the first and of Eadward with the second Guthrum, 
Thorpe, i. 152, 166; Schmid, 106, 118. The treaty between 
Alfred and Guthrum is drawn up between “ Alfred cynincg and 
VOL. I. T t 
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GySrum cyning and ealles Angelcynnes witan and eal se6 f)e6d ])e 
on East-Englum beoS.” That between Eadward and the second 
Guthrum is between Eadward cyng and GuSrum cyng,” and the 
Christianity of both sides is distinctly set forth. Schmid (p. li.) 
supposes, either that the Anlaf here spoken of was another person 
from Olaf Tryggvesson, or else that the name Anlaf is an inter- 
polation in the text. But surely these suppositions are rather 
violent, when the matter can be explained without recourse to 
them. 

By this treaty provision is made for wergilds, for the reception 
of merchants, and for various civil contingencies, which clearly 
imply that a long stay was expected on the part of the Northmen. 
Neither side is to receive the other’s thieves, foes, or Welshmen 
(Schmid, 208). “ And pcet natSor ne hy nc we underfon oSres 

Wealh ne oSres f>eof ne o^res gefan.” The Wealas of the North- 
men must have been simply their prisoners or servants of any 
kind, many of them perhaps Englishmen. So completely had the 
word shared the fate of the word Slave, as is still more plainly the 
case with the feminine form Wyhie. 

On the use of the word Englaland in the treaty, see above, • 

p- 538. 


NOTE EE. pj). 285, 302. 

The Eelations of ^thelked with Normandy. 

The English Chronicles, and also Florence, are silent as to any 
intercom se, whether friendly or hostile, between England and 
Normandy earlier than the marriage of iEthelred and Emma. 
The one passage which has been sometimes thought to refer to 
one of the events recorded in the text cannot possibly have that 
meaning. The entry in the Chronicles in the year 1000, “And 
Be unfriS flota waes tSaes sumeres gewend to Eicardes rice,” can 
refer only to the Danish fleet. “ UnfritS flota” must be taken 
in the same sense as “unfritS here” in the year 1009. And so 
it is taken by Florence ; “ Danorum classis prsefata hoc anno 
Nortmanniam petit.” We are thus left wholly to the testimony of 
inferior authorities, and we must get such an amount of truth out 
of them as we can. 
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I have, in my text, after some hesitation, described two disimtcs 
between ^thelred and the Norman Dukes. The first quarrel was 
witli Richard the Fearless in 991, which was appeased by the 
intervention of Pope John the Fifteenth; the second was with 
Richard the Good m 1000, which led to oiien hostilities which are 
described as an English invasion of the Cdtentin. The stories rest 
respectively on the authority of William of Malmesbury (ii. i6r„ 
6), and of William of Jumi6ges (v. 4). It is open to any oim 
to reject both stories. It is still more open to any one to reject 
the second story, the exaggerated character of which is manifest, 
and the chronology of which must be a year or tw<i wrong. But 
I do not tliink that it is safe to take them, with Sir Francis 
Palgrave (England and Normandy, iii. 103), and Dr. Lappenberg 
(p. 421 of the original, ii. 154 Tliorpe), as different versions of 
one event, still less to flx,^ with Sir Francis, that event to the later 
date of the two. 

■William of Malmesbury tells us very little in his own name. 
He says only that Kichard the Fearless had provoked yk:thelred 
in various ways (‘‘vir eximius, (pii etiain Fdelredum ^a^j>o injuriis 
pulsaverit ), and that Pope John, wishing to hinder war among 
Christians (“non passa sedes apostolica duos Christianos digladiari^’), 
Bent L/eo Bishop of Trier into England to make peace. A docu- 
ment then follows, described as the “ legationis epistola'' of this 
prelate, which contains an account of his mission, and gives the 
terms of the peace between yEthcIred and Hichard, and the names 
of the plenipotentiaries on both sides. The document is very 
strange in point of form, as it begins in the name of the Po[)e, 
while the latter part clearly gives the actual words of the treaty. 
Sir Francis Palgrave (iii. io6) objects to the genuineness of the 
letter that its style is unusual, if jiot unparalleled, which it certainly 
IS. It runs thus ; “ Johannes quint us decimus, sanctae llomanse 
ecclesiae Papa, omnibus fidelibus.” Sir Francis does not mention 
another objection, namely, that neither in 991 nor in 1001 was 
the Archbishop of Trier named Leo. The reigning Arclibishop 
in 991 was Eckebert; before 1000 he had been succeeded by 
Ludolf (Gesta Treverorum, ap. Pertz, viii. 169-171). But Sir 
Francis (iii. 107) adds, “While we reject the convention in the 
shape now presented, we accept its import. — The quarrel and the 
reconciliation are unquestionable verities.” But the quarrel and 

T t 2 
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reconciliation recorded by "William of Malmesbury are a quarrel 
and reconciliation between iEthelred and Richard the Fearless 
in a definite year 991. They cannot be turned into a quarrel 
and reconciliation between iEthelred and Richard the Good nine 
years later. The apparently wrong name of the papal legate is 
a difficulty either way, but it is not a very formidable one. 
Lappenherg (p. 422 of the original German) calls Leo Ficehischof 
von Trier,” which Mr. Thorpe (ii. 154) translates simply “Bishop.” 
Lappenherg gives no refei’cnce for his description of Leo ; but 
a fact in German history may be safely accepted on his authority, 
and the local history of Trier which I have just referred to contains 
a statement which curiously fits in with our story. Archbishop 
Eckebert { 977 ~ 993 )) son of Theodoric, Count of Holland, was the 
son of an English mother, and he kept up a close connexion with 
England. It is therefore quite natural that either he or an officer 
of his church should enter with zeal into a scheme for the advantage 
of a country which Eckebert seems almost to have looked on as 
his own. The other names are accurately given. John the 
Fifteenth was Pope, and iEthelsige was Bishop of Sherborne, 
in 991. Both were dead in 1000. I think it follows that the 
account in William of Malmesbury cannot possibly refer to a 
transaction with Richard the Good in 1000. The story is definitely 
fixed to the year 991. 

Is then William of Malmesbury’s account ground enough for 
accepting a quarrel between iEthelred and Richard the Fearless, 
and a reconciliation brought about by Pope John Fifteenth ? On 
the whole, I think it is. It is not the kind of transaction which 
any one would invent, if nothing of the sort happened at all, and 
it is hard to see to what other transaction the account can refer. 
The story also, as it seems to me, fij)s in well with the circumstances 
of the times. The “ legationis epistola” can hardly be genuine 
in its actual sliape as a letter of the Pope, but it seems to be 
made out of two genuine documents, a letter of Pope John and 
the text of the treaty. The unusual style might be simply the 
bungling attempt of a compiler to show which of all the Popes 
named John was the one here meant. The treaty itself bears 
every sign of genuineness, and the names of the plenipotentiaries 
are distinctly in its favour. One of the Norman signatures is that 
of “ Rogerus episcopus,” and there was a Roger Bishop of Lisieux 
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from 990 to 1024. The leBser Normau plenipotentiaries I cannot 
identify, but on the English side, as the Bishop is right, the 
Thegns also are right. A mere forger would not have inserted 
such names as those of Leofstan and ^thelnoth. He would either 
have put in names quite at a venture, or else have picked out 
the names of some famous Ealdormen of the time. There could he 
no temptation for a forger to pitch on Leofstan and .^thehioth, 
I’eal contemporary men, but men of no special celebrity. 

The reader has still to determine whether, acce])ting tliis account 
of Hllthelred’s quarrel with the elder Hichard, he will go on tc‘ 
admit a second quarrel with the younger Richard. The only 
question is whether the story in William of Jumiegos is pure 
invention, or whether its manifestly exaggerated details contain 
some such kernel of truth as 1 have supposed in the text. It 
certainly seems to me that to set the whole alfair down as a mere 
lie is attributing too much even to the Norman i>ower of lying, 
which I certainly have no wish to underrate. I'he story, in its 
general outline, seems to fit in well with the position ot things 
at the time, and even with the character of iEthelred. But if 
we accept it as thus far true, we must suppt>se that William ot 
JumRges transposed the invasion of the Cotentin and the marriage 
of Emma. He places the latter event first. Now the marriage 
would follow very naturally on the conclusion of peace, wliilc 
the invasion would not be at all likely to follow the marriage*. 
Sir Francis Palgrave silently transposes the two events in the 
same way that I have done. He also connects the invasion, as 1 
have done, with the reception of Danish vessels in tlie Noiinan 
havens. If this was, as I suppose, a breach of the treaty of 99 
the wrath of ^thelred becomes still more intelligible. In this 
view of the matter, looking at the entry in the Chronicles 
under the year 1000, we can hardly fail to fix the event in that 
year. 

Lappenberg, whose note (p. 422) should be read in the 

original text, takes the opposite view to Sir Irancis lalgiaye. 
He accepts the account of the transaction in 991, but carries 
back the invasion of the Cdtentin to tliat year. This is at least 
more probable than Sir Francis’ version, and perhaps some reac eis 
may be inclined to accept it rather than my notion of two dibtiiwt 
disputes. But the narrative of William of Jumieges coimccts the 
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invasion in a marked way with the marriage of Emma, though he 
has clearly confounded the order of events. 

Roger of Wendover (i. 427) boldly carries back the marriage 
of Emma to some date earlier than 990, and makes the quarrel 
between ^thelred and her father arise out of his ill-treatment 
of her. He was misled by William of Malmesbury’s characteristic 
contempt for chronological order. 


NOTE FF. p. 300. 

JGtheleed’s Invasion of Cumberland. 

The Chronicles, followed by Florence, state the fact of ^thel- 
red’s expedition against Cumberland without any explanation of 
its motives ; Her on ]:>isuni geare se cyning ferde in to Cumer> 
lande, and hit swiSe neah call forlieregode.” So Florence; ‘‘Rex 
iEgelredus terram Cumbrorum fere totam depopulatus est.” For 
the motive of this unusual piece of energy we have, in default of 
any better authority, to go to Fordun, iv. 35 (vol. i. p. 179 ed. 
Skene). He attributes it to Malcolm’s refusal to contribute to the 
Danegeld, Having spoken of several of the payments made to 
the Danes, he thus goes on ; 

“Unde rex Ethelredus regulo Cumbriae supradicto Maleolmo 
scribens per nuntium mandavit quod suos Cumbrenses tributa 
solvere cogeret, sicut cseteri faciunt provinciales. Quod ille 
protinus contradicens rescripsit suos aliud nullatenus debere 
vectigal, prseterquam ad edictum regium, quandocumque sibi 

placuerit, cum caeteris semper fore paratos ad bellandura 

Hac caussa quidera, et sicut rex in ira motus asseruit, eo quod 
regulus contra sacramentum sibi debitum Danis favebat, maximam 
ex Cumbria pvsedam arripuit. Postea tamen Concordes per omnia 
statim effecti, pace firma de emtero convenerunt.” 

This account seems so likely in itself that I have not scrupled 
to adopt it in the text. But it must be compared with an account 
given by Henry of Huntingdon (M. H. B. 750 A)* which at first 
sight sounds very different ; “ Exinde rex Edelred ivit in Cumber- 
land cum exercitu gravissimo, ubi maxima mansio Dacorum erat, 
vicitque Dacos bello maximo, totamque fere Cumberland prsedando 
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vastayit.” Here is no mention of JIalcolm, ami the Danes are 
described as being actually in possession of the country, of which 
the other accounts give us no hint. Hut that IMalcolm was 
reigning in Cumberland at this time there is no doubt, and if any 
Danes were settled there, they must liave lieen settled hy Malcolm^s 
consent, willing or constrained. It is of course possible that one 
ground of Hithelred's wrath against Malcolm may liavc been that 
he had not only refused to pay Danegeld, but had allowed Danes to 
settle in his dominions. And it may be that we may Inu-o liave 
lighted on the clew to the great puzzle of Cumbrian ethnology. 
That Cumberland and Westmoreland arc to this day largely 
Scandinavian needs no proof. But we have no record of the 
process by which they became so. In Northumberland and East- 
Anglia we know when the Danes settled, and we know something 
of the dynasties which^ they founded. Hut tl;e Scajidinavian 
settlement in Cumberland — Norwegian no doubt rather than 
Danish — we know only by its results. AVe have no statement 
as to its date, and we know that no Scandinavian dynasty was 
founded there. The settlement must thertdorc have been more 
peaceful and more gradual than the settlements in Northumberland 
and East-Anglia, and the reign of Malcolm may have been the timci 
when it happened. 

As I understand the story about the ships, the fleet, wliieli had 
doubtless been gathered in some of the southern ])ortH, was to 
assemble at Chester, and tlience to sail to support the King’s 
land-force in Cumberland. His scypu,” say the Chronicles, 

“ wendon ut abutan Lmgccastcr, and sccoldon ciumin ongcan 
hyne : ac hi nc mealiton.'' Hut to get to Chester they had to 
sail round Wales, which Florence expresses by the words ^^mandavit 
ut, circumnavigata septcmtrionali Hrytannia, in loco constituto sibi 
occurreret.’' Lappenberg (430) takes Monegc ” in the Chronicles 
to be Anglesey; bis translator (ii, 162), rightly I think, substitutes 
Man, but he adds the strange assertion, of which there is no trace 
in the original, that the fleet ^^was ordered to sail round the north 
of the island/^ as if septemtrionalis Britannia meant Caithness. 
See p. 41, and the Winchester Chi’onicle, 922. 
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NOTE GO. p. 315 * 

The Massacre of Saint Brice. 

The account of the massacre in the Chronicles stands thus ; 

On f)am geare se cyng het ofslean ealle f)a Dciiiscan men f)a on 
Angelcynne woeron. Dis wees gcdon on Britius msessedseg, for'Sam 
pSLixi cynge wees gecyd ):) 0 et hi woldon hine besyrewan eet his life, 
and siSSan ealle his witan, and habban sicSSan J?is rice.” 

To this account 1 have in the present edition ventured to add one 
piece of local detail, namely the story of the Danes at Oxford who 
took refuge in Saint Frithswyth’s minster. This is recorded in the 
charter of iEthelred in Cod. Dipl. iii. 327, which is marked by 
Mr. Kemble as spurious or doubtful, but which I am now inclined 
to follow Mr. .Tames Parker (Historical Notices of Oxford, p. 20) 
in accepting as at all events recording a iV3al fact. The story runs 
thus ; Omnibus in hac patria dcgentibus sat constat fore notissi- 
mum, quoddam a me decretum cum concilio optimatum satrapumque 
meorum exivit ut cuncti Dani qui in hac insula, velut lolium inter 
triticum, pullulando cmerserant justissima examinatione necarentur, 
hocque decretum morte tenus ad effectum perduceretur, ipsi quique 
in prsefata urbe [Oxoncfordae] morabantur Dani mortem evadcre 
nitentcs, hoc Christi sacrarium, fractis per vim valvis et pessulis, 
intrantes, asylum sibi jiropugnaculumque contra urbanos sub- 
urbanosque ibi fieri decreverunt ; sed cum populus omnis in- 
sequens, necessitate compulsus, eos ejicere niteretur nec valeret, 
igne tabulis injecto hanc ecclesiam, ut liquet, cum munimentis ac 
libris combusseruiit.” I am now inclined to accept this story, and 
to hold that it has been wrongly transferred by William of 
Malmesbury to the time of the murder of Sigeferth and Morkere at 
Oxford in 1015. His story runs thus (ii. 179). After describing 
the murder of the two Thegns, much as in the Chronicle, but with 
some further details, he adds, “ clientuli eorum, dominorum necem 
vindicare conantes, armis repulsi et in turrim ecclesise Sanctse 
Frideswidse coacti, unde dum ejici nequirent, incendio conflagrati, 
Sed mox regis poenitentia, eliminata spurcitia, sacrarium repara- 
tum ; legi ego scriptum quod in archive ejusdem ecclesiee contine- 
tur index facti.” This certainly looks very much as if William had 
seen the original of the charter, which records the reparation of the 
church Dei adjutorio a me et a meis constat renovata ”), and had 
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put the story at a wrong time. That this is so is almost prove<l 
by the date. J 3 thelred could have had no time for church lostoru- 
tion between the Gemot of 1015 and his death in ioi6. Between 
the massacre in 1002 and the date of the chai-ter in 1004, though 
the state of things was not very favourable for such works, ho had 
rather more time. The confusion between the two stories was ea.sy. 
feigeferth and Morkere and their followers, though not Dunes in the 
same sense as the victims ot Saint Brice, were almost certainly of 
Danish descent. 

In Ilorence we get the first tondi of ainjdifieatioii in the gt'iieral 
story. The rest of the passage he merely translates, lait the woi’ds 
ealle J:>a Deniscari men p)a on Aiigelcynne wieron ht'come ‘‘ omnes 
Danos Angliam incolentes, majores et minores, 9itrins<pfe scj’vtt.'* 
This is the first liint of any slaughter of women, and it is eonfiiual 
to Danisli women. 

William of Malmesbury directly mentions the massacre? twice. 
The first time (ii. 165) it comes in almost incidentally, in a rheto 
lical passage about the character of yEthelrod and the wrcdched- 
ness of his reign. He speaks of “Danos, (|uos levibus s\ispicionilnis 
omnes uno die in tofa Anglia trucidari jusseraf, nhi fuit vidcrc 
miscriam, dum quisque carissimos hos])ites, quos ctiam arctis^ima 
necessitudo dulciorcs effccerat, cogeretiir pi-odoi’c et amjih'xus 
gladio deturbare.^^ We begin here to get a dim vision of Danes 
j)ossessed of English Avives or mistresses. In the otlnn- })assagc 
(ii. 177) describes the slaughter of Pallig, Cbinliild, and thmr 
son, which is again brought in incidentally, as the moving cause 
of Swegen’s great invasion in 1013. Guiiliild, “non illc[)idm 
formae virago,” liad given herself as a hostage on the coiu lusiou of 
peace with the Danes (“accepta Christianitate, obsidem s(? Daniea? 
pacis fecerat ”). She was beheaded by order of Eadric (*‘ earn cum 
caeteris Danis infaustus furor Edrici decapitari jmserat”), and, 
before her own death, she had to sec her husband killed in some 
uiidescribed way, and her son, a promising lad, pierced with four 
spears (“ occiso prius ante ora marito, et filio, comrnoda? indobs 
puero, quattuor lanceis forato ”). 

I suspect, as I said in the text, that the notion of a massacre of 
women, which we find even in Eloreiice, arose out of tliis one talc 
of Gunhild. In William of Jumi6ges (v. 6) we get some soul- 
harrowing details ; 
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Edelrcdus, Anglorum rex, regnum, quod sub magna potentissl- 
morum regum gloria diu floruerat, tanto nefarise proditionis scelere 
regirainis sui tempore polluit, ut et pagani tarn exsecrabile nefas 
horrendum judicarent. Nam Danos per omne regnum unanimi 
Concordia secum cohabitantes, mortis pcriculum minime suspicaiites, 
subito furore sub una die pcrimi, mulieres quoque alvo tenus tcrree 
esse dcfossas, et ferocissimis caiiibus concitatis mamillas ab earum 
pectoribus crudeliter extorqucri, lactentes vcro pueros ad domo- 
rum postes all isos excerebrari jussit, nullis criminum existentibus 
culpis.’^ 

Here we have only Danish women and Danish children. In the 
Homan de Hou (6352 et scqq.) we get the first hint of a massacre 
of English women. It is not directly asserted, but it seems to be 
implied. 

Engleterre erent Daneia Des En§|lesches fames perneient, 

Cumunemont od li Engleis, Filz et filles asez aveient.” 

(vv. 6358-6361.) 

Then we read an account of nearly the same horrors as in William 
of Jurai^ges, with some improvements. The details of tlic throat- 
cutting are given more minutely ; we hear also of emho welling 
(‘‘et as auquanz e.sbueloent «and not only dogs but bears are 
employed to tear off the breasts of the women. 

‘'Li dames h li dameseiles Ors enchaenez b brohims, 

Enfoient tresk ’as mameles, Ki lur traieiit li cerveles 

Poiz amenoient li gainuns, E desrumpeient li mameles.” 

(vv. 6384-6389.) 

In both accounts the destruction is all but complete ; certain 
young men, two or more — “ quidam juvenes in William of 
Jumieges, “douz valez ” in Wace — escape — according to William — 
in a ship which they found in the Thames, and carry the news to 
King Swegen in Denmark. 

We now turn to John of Wallingford, who died in 1214, and 
who (Gale, ii. 547) knows much more about the matter. The 
Danes were far from being such comfortable neighbours to the 
English as they appear in the two Norman accounts. They held 
all the chief towns and did much mischief ; “ optima terrse 

municipia vel occupaverant vel prseparaverant, et genti terree 
multas molestias inferebant.” But the chief evil was the way 
in which they made themselves too agreeable to the English 
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women. They took great care of their persons ; they changed 
their clothes often, they combed their hair every day, and took a 
bath every Satiirdaj^ ; ‘‘habebant ex consuetudine patrice nnoqno- 
que die comam pectere, sabbatis balneare, spppe etiam vestitnram 
mutare, ct formam corporis multis talibns frivolis adjuvare.” Tlie 
consequence was that many English matrons broke their marriage 
vows and many noble maidens became mistresses of Danes. Many 
wars and confusions arose out of these and the other evil deeds of 
the Danes, till it was settled that each province should get rid of 
its own Danes ; “ ut quaelibet provincia suos Danos occidei'et.^' 
They were accordingly all killed on Saturday, their bathing-day. 
John of Wallingford does not mention the day of Saint Brice, 
but in 1002 that festival would really fall on a Saturday. Here 
we get the destruction of women and children ; but they are now 
distinctly the English women who had yielded to the seductions 
of the Danes and the childi’en who were born of these unlawful 
unions; ‘Mpsas mulieres suas, quae luxuria^ eorum consenserant, 
et pueros, qui ex fmditate adulterii nati erant/' John of Walling- 
ford does not employ either dogs or bears for the torture of the 
women ; he is satisfied with cutting off their breasts ; but those 
who had their breasts cut off ami those who Averc ]>ut in the 
ground — in Italian phrase planted’^ — now form two classes, 

while before there was only one ; mammas quarnmdam absciile- 
runt, alias vivas terrae infoderunt.'" The number of young men who 
escape is raised to twelve. 

I must now go back a generation or two to Henry of Hunting- 
don, He was living in 1154, yet he seenis to profess to get his 
information from contemporaries — dc quo scelcre in pueritia 
nostra quosdam vetustissimos loqui audivimus.” ^thclrcd, ac- 
cording to his account (M. H. B. 752 A), was puffed up with his 
marriage with Emma quo proventu rex Adelred in superbiam 
elatus '!), and so massacred the Danes. He sent lettci's secretly to 
every town, ordering them to be put to death at one and the same 
hour, which was done on Saint Brice’s day. Some Avere slain with 
the sword, others were burned ; vel gladiis truncaverunt in- 
prsemeditatos, vel igne simul cremaverunt subito comprehensos.’' 
There is no mention of Avomen, not even of Gunhild. This 
account of Henry of Huntingdon appears in an abridged form 
in ^thelred of Kievaux (Gen. Bcgg. X Scriptt. 3^2), who 
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sarcastically adds that his royal namesake was fortior solito/^ 
though directly after he calls him, seemingly in earnest, rex 
strenuissimus.” 

Roger of Wendover (i. 444) transfers the story to the year 1012. 
In his version Swegen is present in England at the time of the 
death of ^Ifheah ; the tribute is paid ; on its payment the Danes 
and English made a league of brotherhood to have but one heart 
and one soul ; Swegen goes back to Denmark ; tlien comes tlie 
massacre, on winch Swegen comes back for his last invasion. The 
instigator of the massacre was Huna quidam, regis Ethelredi 
militise princeps, vir strenuus et bellicosus.’" The relations between 
Danes and English women arc here, as in John of Wallingford, a 
chief ground of offence, but they take a somewhat different form ; 
“ Dani . . . per totam Angliani adeo invaluerant, quod uxores 
virorum nobiliiim regni et filias violenter opprirncre et ubique 
Indibrio tradere praasumpserunt.’^ We hear nothing of the 
Saturday bath and the other attractions of the Danes. Huna — 
a man who docs not appear in liistory, but of whom we shall hear 
again in romance — complains of this state of things, and, by his 
advice, letters for a general massacre on Saint Brice’s day are sent 
to all parts, much as in Henry of Huntingdon. The Danes, qui 
paullo ante cum Anglis, additio juramento, fuerant confa^derati ut 
pacrfice cum illis habitarent,” are massacred ; the women too — 
what women we are not told — are killed with their children, but 
now both are killed by being dashed against door-posts ; “mulieres 
cum parvulis ad postes domorum allisse animas miserabiliter 
effuderunt.’’ Young men (“quidam juvenes”) take the news to 
Swegen as before. 

Immediately after this, Roger goes on to tell the story of 
Gunhild in a form founded on that of William of Malmesbury, 
but with some improvements. Not only Gunhild herself, but 
her husband and son are hostages virago prudentissima, inter 
Danos et Anglos pads mediatrix exsistens, obsidem sesc cum viro^ 
et unico quern hnbebat filio, Ethelredo regi ad pacis securitatem 
dedit a thing plainly impossible in the case of Pallig. William 
of Malmesbury had mentioned Eadric in connexion with her death, 
probably because he looked on Eadric as the author of the whole 
scheme of massacre. But, as Huna fills that post in Roger's story, 
Eadric becomes the special gaoler of Gunhild ; “ haec quum fuisset 
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a rege Eadrico dud '* — wliicli lie was in 1012, though not in 
1002 — ‘‘ad custodiendum commissa” Her death, by Eadric's 
order, and that of Pallig and their son,. follow much as in William 
of Malmesbury. 

Heie is a good case of the growth of legend, but the growth 
of legend is not all. It is easy to see from this last account 
that the massacre of Saint Brice got mixed up with (]uite dillcreiit 
stories belonging to quite different dates, of which 1 shall have to 
speak again. 

The massacre of Saint Brice may be compared with the two mas- 
sacres of the Goths recorded by Ammianus, xxxi. 16 ; Zosimos, iv. 
26, 27, V. 35. The former, which was done “ datis tectioribus lit- 
teris,'' is distinctly approved by both historians ; they speak of the 
“ consilium prudens'' and ayxivola of Julius, the Eadric of the story, 
who took care that Theodosius, unlike yi^'thelred, should not know 
of his scheme. The second is a massacre of women and children. 


NOTE HH. p. 322. 

Ulfcytel of East- Anglia. 

I HAVE some doubt as to the formal position of Ulfcytel. The 
Latin writers all give him titles equivalent to Earl or Ealdorman, 
In Florence (1004) he is “ magnm strenuitatis dux East-Angloruin 
Ulfltetel.’^ So Henry of Huntingdon (M. H. B. 752 C) calls him 
“ Wlfketel dux illius provincia3,^^ and William of Malmesbury 
(ii. 165) “comes Orientaliuni Anglorum Ulfkillus.'' But the 
Chronicles introduce him at this point without any title, and though 
he signs several charters, as in this year in Cod. Dipl. iii. 334, in 
1005 (iii- 346), and in 1012 (iii. 358), he uses no higher titles 
than “minister'' and “miles." On the other hand the Chronieh's, 
in recording his death in 1016, seem to call him Ealdorman by 
•implication; “ Godwine ealdorman on Lindesige and Ulfcytel on 
East-Anglum." And, as we find him gathering the forces of tlio 
earldom and sun^moning and consulting the local Witan, it is plain 
that he acted with the full authority of an Ealdorman. It has 
sometimes struck me that he may have been in some way a deputy 
of ./Ethelweard wlio dic’d along with him at Assandun, the son of 
the former Ealdorman .Etliehvine. See Appendix AA. 
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William of Malmesbury (u. s.) gives Ulfcytel the praise of being 
one who solus ex omnibus . , . impigre contra invasores restitit/^ 
He evidently made a great impression on the Danes themselves. 
We see this, not only from the passage in our own ^ Chronicles 
quoted in p. 321, but from the mention of him in the Sagas. 
They speak of him, as William of Malmesbury does, by the con- 
tracted form Ulfkill or Ulfkell, as Thurcytel becomes Thurkill. 
He bears the surname of Snilling, the Bold or Quick, and is 
described in the Knytlinga Saga, c. 15 (Johnstone, 138), as 
“ mikill hdfdingi.’' His battle of Ringmere in 1010 (see p. 344) 
is there strangely transferred to the war of Cnut and Eadmund in 
1016. He appears again in the Saga of Saint Olaf (Laing, ii. ii ; 
Johnstone, 93), where tlie battle of Ringmere is mixed up with the 
apocryphal and unintelligible exploits of Olaf. It should be marked 
that East- Anglia is called Ulfkelsland,'' just as our Chronicles 
talk of ^'Ricardos rice” and '"Baldwines land,” We meet him 
again in the Jonisvikinga Saga, c. 5 * (Johnstone, 10 1), where he is 
described as ruler of the whole North of England, and as mar- 
ried to Wulfhild daughter of King yEthelred (‘' Nordr red fyrir 
England! Ulfkell Snillingr, hann atti Ulfhildi dottur Adalrads 
konungs”). See Appendix SS. 


NOTE II. p. 326. 

The Rise of Eadbic. 

I DESCBIBE Eadric as I find him described in contemporary 
writers. I fully admit that there is much in his character, actions, 
and general position which is extremely puzzling ; but I cannot 
undertake to be wise above what is written, or to put a 
theory of my own in the place of the unanimous witness of all 
our authorities. - It has been ingeniously argued that Eadric was 
simply a forerunner of Leofric, that he rex^resents a Mercian^ 
therefore an intermediate, policy, which was misunderstood or 
misrepresented by West- Saxon writers. But all our authorities, 
West-Saxon as well as Mercian, agree in giving Eeofric a very 
good character ; all our authorities, Mercian as well as West- 
Saxon, agree in giving Eadric a very bad character. He has 
been called a ‘‘ Trimmer,” and, as such, he has been likened, not 
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only to the Leofric of the generation following his own, but to the 
Halifax of a much later age. The obvious answer is that neither 
Leofric nor Halifax was ever charged with going about murdering 
people in various parts of the kingdom. Now, as I have already 
said (see p. 417), many of the particular crimes laid to the charge 
of Eadric are open to much doubt ; but the evident general belief 
that, whenever any mischief was done, Eadric must have been the 
doer of it, points to an universal estimate of his general character 
which cannot have been mistaken. 


The first mention of Eadric in the Chronicles is on his appoint- 
ment to the Ealdormanship of Mercia in 1007. He there 
comes in without any notice of his character or parentage, but 
the opinion which the Chroniclei*s had of him is shown plainly 
enough in other passages, as when the death of Sigeliadh and 
Morkere is described in *015 and the battle of Assandun in 1016. 
Florence first introduces him as “ dolosus et pcrlidus Edricus 


Streona,” in 1006, when he records the murder of yi^:inielm. 
William of Malmesbury, as we have seen in the last Note, attributes 
to him the murder of Gunhild in 1002, and peihaps the whole plot 
for the destruction of the Danes. Florence gives a fuller character 
of him in 1007, when recording his appointment as Ealdormau. 
It runs as follows ; 

‘‘Hex Edricum supra memoratum, ^gelrici filium, homincm 
humili quidem genere, sed cui lingua divitias ac nobilitatcin com- 
paraverat, callentem ingenio, suaveni elociuio, et qui omnes id 
temporis mortales, turn invidia atque perfidia, turn super jia e 
crudelitate, superavit, Merciorum constituit ducem. 

These words of Florence seem to have been before AV ill 1 am o 
Malmesbury, when, in his general picture of the leign of A le le 
(ii. 165), after speaking of the treasons of -Elfiic, whom le con 

founds with the son of ^Ifhcre, he goes on, 

“ Erat in talibus improbe idoneus Edricus, quern rex comita ui 
Merciorum prsefecerat ; faex hominum et dedccus Angloiuin, g 
tiosus helluo, versutus nebulo, cui non nobilitas opes pepere . , ' 
lingua et audacia comparaverat [“noiC and “set c o 

in some manuscripts, but they are clearly needed to ma e p 
sense]. Hie dissimulare cautus, fingere paratus, consi la g 
fidelis venabatur, ut proditor disseminabat. Saepe, ad hos es m 
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pacis mediator, pugnam accendit. Cujus perfidia, qiium crebro 
hiijus regis tempore, turn vel maxime sequentis apparuit.” 

Henry of Hnntingdon too, whose authority is of the most varying 
degrees of value, but who always represents an independent tra- 
dition, says (M. H. B. 752 E), in recording Eadric’s appointment 
to the ealdormanship, ‘^t)ei providentia ad perniciem Anglorum 
factus est Edricus dux super Merce, proditor novus sed inaximus/^ 

The surname of Streona comes, as we have just seen, from Flo- 
rence. Eadric also a})pears as Ileinrekr or Airehr Striona in 
Snorro (Johnstone, 98), and in another Saga (loi), where we are 
astounded at finding him made a brother of Emma. (The name 
Henry ^ in any of its forms, is hardly English, but we find in Cod. 
Dij)l. iii. 87 a ‘‘Heanric minister,” perhaps one of the Old-Saxons 
favoured by Eadgar.) In Orderic too (506 B) a later Eadric is 
said to be “ nepos Edrici pestiferi ducis cognomento Streone, id est 
acqinsitoris,^^ The nickname evidently alludes to his great accu- 
mulations of property. 

To trace Eadric and his father A^^thelric by the charters is not 
easy, as neither name is uncommon. Thus we find in Cod. 
Dipl. iii. 304, a will of a certain TEthclric in Essex, made in 997, 
in which an Eadric is mentioned, who however seems not to be his 
son but his tenant. This jEthelric lay under suspicion of treason- 
able dealings with Swegen at the time of his first invjision in 994 
(‘^ Sam kinege wees gesged tSint he wivi*e on Sam unrsede, Sset man 
sceoldc on East-Sexon Swegen underfon Sa he sevest J^yder mid 
flotan com”). See Cod. Dipl. iii. 314, a document which the com- 
bined signatures of Archbishop JElfric (sec p. 292) and Ealdorman 
Leofsige (see p. 313) fix to some date between 995 and 1002. 
Another TEthelric distinguished himself in quite an opposite way in 
the same part of the world, for he appears as one of the heroes 
of Maldon (see Thoi'pe, Analecta, p. 139). This last is probably 
the iEthelric ^'minister” and ‘‘miles,” who signs many charters 
from 987 to 1006 (see Cod. Dipl. iii. 228-351). In the last char- 
ter, if it be genuine, he describes himself as “ the old ” — “ iESclric 
ealda try we gewitnys.” This is not unlikely to be the ^thelric 
who appears as a legatee in the will of Wulfric Spot, Cod. Dipl. vi. 
148. Then there are one or more churchmen of the name, who, 
with the titles of “clericus,” “diaconus,” and “monachus” sign a 
vast number of documents of Archbishop Oswald and his successor 
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Ealdwulf from 977 to 996 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 159-296), and one of 
whom possibly goes on till 1017 (see Cod. Dipl. vi. 177). I almost 
suspect that it is in one of these clerical ^^thelrics that wc are to 
look for the father of Eadric. It is certain that, among the many 
persons to whom Archbishop Oswald grants Church lands on the 
usual terms for three lives, three separtdie grants are made to a 
Thegn of his named Eadric. See Cod. Dipl. iii. 164, 216, 241. 
The dates are 977, 985, 988. May not these be the beginnings of 
the traitor] An Eadric also appears in Cod. Dipl. iii. 293, and 
another in vi. 127; but the latter at least is not our Eadric, as he 
was dead before 993. 

The first signature which seems likely to be that of the future 
Ealdorman is one in 1001 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 317) as Eadric minister.” 
He signs many charters by that title, including two (vi. 143) in 
company with a namesake of the same rank. In 1007 (vi. i57> 
Ig9) he of course begins *to sign as dux.” The charter of 1004 
(vi. 1 51) where he appears as '‘dux” cannot be genuine, as King 
iEthelred, Archbishop iEthelnoth, and Ealdorman Brihtnoth are 
made to sign together. Ijappeid)erg also (43^) note 2. The 
passage is left out in ]\[r. Thorpe’s translatioii) quotes a charter 
of Eadgar in 970 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 56) as containing the signatures 
of Eadric and most of his brothers. But it is (piite im[)ossible 
that this can be our Eadric. Mr. Kemble marks the Latin version, 
in which alone the signatures occur, as spurious. The English 
version, which he accepts, has no signatures. 

That Eadric rose to power by the fall of Wulfgeat is nowheie 
said in so many words; but the confiscation of the goods of 
Wulfgeat and the first mention of Eadric are put by Florence 
significantly near to one another. Wulfgeat signs a great many 
charters from 986 to 1005 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 224—345 
But he nowhere appears with any higher title than ministei, 
except in one document of 996 (Cod. Dipl. vi. 13^) where he 
appears as " dux.” I suspect that W ulfgeat, as well as Eadric, 
rose in the beginning through the favour of Archbishop Oswald. 
At least Oswald grants lands in Worcestershire to a knight of his 
of that name (“8umum cnihte »am is Wulfgeat noma,” Cod. Dipl, 
iii. 259). This was in the reign of Eadward. The confiscation 
of WulfgeaFs goods is recorded in the Chronicles for 1006 without 
remark ; “ And on )>am ilcan geare Wulfgeate ea la ar 
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ongenumen.” Florence says, ‘‘ Rex iFgelredus Wlfgeatum Leovecas 
filium, quern pene omnibus plus dilexerat, propter injusta judicia et 
superba quee gesserat opera, possessionibus omnique lionore pri- 
vavit/' There is also a charter of 1006 (Cod. Dipl. vi. 160), in 
which we find a notice of Wulfgeat as marrying one iElfgifu the 
widow of iElfgar (was this TElfgar the son of iFlfric 1) and as hold- 
ing some lands which had been taken by iElfgar from the monastery 
of Abingdon. His wife is described as sharing both in his crimes 
and in his fall ; “ Qui ambo crimine pessimo juste ab omni incusati 
sunt populo caussa suae machinationis propriae, de qua modo non 
est dicendum per singula, propter quam vero machinationem quae 
injuste adquisierunt omnia juste perdiderunt.” Another charter of 
1015 (Cod. Dipl. vi. 169) is more express. In this iEthelred 
grants to Brihtwold the Bishop of the diocese (who succeeded in 
the year of Wulfgeat’s disgrace), the lands of Wulfgeat at Chilton 
in Berkshire (^411o in loco ubi solicolse appellativo usu Cildatun 
nominant”). Here we read, ^^Nam quidam minister Wulfget 
vulgari relatu nomine prsefatam terrain aliquando possederat; 
sed quia inimicis regis se in insidiis socium applicavit, et in faci- 
nore inficiendi etiain legis satisfactio ei defecit, ideo haereditatis 
suberam penitus amisit, et ex ea prtenominatus cpiscopus praescrip 
tarn villulam, me conccdente, suscepit.^’ The estate was not given 
to the see, but to Brihtwold personally, with power to bequeath it. 
I cannot identify WulfgeaFs father, which makes it the more pro- 
bable that he was, like Eadric, a man of low birth. 

The appointment of Eadric. to the Mercian ealdormanship in 
1007 is distinct in all the Chronicles and in Florence, His mar- 
riage with the King's daughter Eadgyth took place before 1009, 
when Florence speaks of him as the Kings son-in-law, “gencr 
ejus, habuit enim in conjugio filiam ejus Edgitham." His eleva- 
tion to the ealdormanship is the most natural date for the marriage. 
There may perhaps be some reference to this marriage in the 
wonderful declamation of Walter Map against ^ their ed (De Nugis, 
202). He charges him with systematically preferring slaves to 
freemen, and giving the daughters of nobles to rustici,” that is, 
in the language of his day, villains. By “servi" and “rustici” 
he most likely means merely ceorls. ‘‘ Superbus servi oculus et 
insatiabile cor in ipsius beneplacito ministrabat." 
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NOTE KK. p. 329. 

The Succession of the Northumbrian Earls. 

I DIB not come across Mr. Hobertson’s Scothincl under Early 
Kings till the greater part of the first edition of my first volume 
was printed. I had therefore no opportunity, till towards the end 
of tbe volume, of making any use of bis excellent note on the 
Danelage (ii. 430), which is one of the best parts of his work. Tbe 
history of Northumberland from the ninth century onwards is 
there traced out with greater clearness and probability than I have 
ever seen it dealt with elsewliere. His great point, which he seems 
to me fully to establish, is, that at the great coiKjuest of Northumber- 
land in-d^lfred’s time, Deira only was actually divided and occupi(‘d 
by the Danes, while Hernicia, into whatever degree of subjection it 
may have been brought to the Danish power, still nmiained occu- 
pied by Englishmen, and under the immediate government t>t 
English rulers. The local nomenclature, as Mr. Robertson shows, 
bears out this view, and it also explains the otherwise puzzling fact 
that that part of old Northumberland which is quite away from ihr 
Humber has kept the name of Northumberland to this day, an 
usage which certainly began as early as the elevc ntli century (sec* 
Chron. W^ig. T065 and Sim. Dun. 80). Indeed Simeon (147) 
tinguishes ^‘Eboracum’^ and North imbri ” as early as 883 ; but 
he is doubtless using the language of his own time, as he is m>t 
following the earlier Northumbrian Chronicle. With these Angli.in 
rulers of Hernicia I have no concern till the Commendation of 92 4 » 
when the son of EadwuUy' and again in 926 Ealdred Eadulfing,” 
appears among the princes who submitted to iEthclstan. La ( re( s 
son was Oswulf, who signs two charters of Eadred in 949 
of Hamburgh, ‘‘Osulf ad bebb. hehgr ” (Cod. Dipl.^n. 292), am 
“Osulf bebb.'^ (ii. 296). The abbreviation ‘Michgr ” stands, ac- 
cording to Mr. Robertson, for heah-gerefa. • And I can certain y 
suggest nothing better, though it is strange to find h ^ 
ministerial a title applied to one who seems to liave 
vassal prince than a mere magistrate. In 954 > 
quest of Northumberland by Eadred, ^ 7 " 

exchanged this infinitesimal kind of kingship or le ear ( 
both pLinces. See Sim. Dun. ao4, who goes on to mention the 
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division of the two earldoms between Oswulf and Oslac ; “ Qui 
[Osulfus] postea regnante Eadgaro socium accepit Oslacum. Deinde 
Osulfus ad aquilonalem plagam Tinse, Oslac vero super Eboracum 
et ejus fines curas administrabat/' The appointment of Oslac is 
noticed by three of the Chronicles in the year 966, and his banishment 
in 975 is recorded ;in prose and lamented in verse. The next Earl 
was Waltheof, who seems to have been a son of Oswulf, and I 
gather from the words of Simeon {204) — His [Osulfo et Oslaco] 
successit Walthef senior"’ — that he again held both earldoms. But 
they must have been again dismembered at some time before 993, 
when ^Ifhelm, who had signed as ‘^minister” in 985 (Cod. Dipl, 
vi. 1 2 1 ), begins to sign as dux ” (iii. 271). An earlier signature as 
‘‘Comes” in 990 (iii. 251) is doubtful. Cf. iii. 253. In 997 (iii. 
304) he signs as “ NortSanhumbrensium provinciarum dux.” The 
only signature of Waltheof himself that I know of is one of 
“WselSeof dux” in 994 (iii. 280). That Uhtred (p. 329) held 
both earldoms on the deposition of his father and the murder of 
JBlfhelm seems plain from the words of Simeon (80), “ Bex Ethel- 
redus, vocato ad se juvene prsefato, vivente adhuc patre Waltheof, 
pro merito suie strenuitatis et bello quod tarn viriliter peregerat, 
dedit ei comitatum patris sui, adjungens etiam Eboracensem comi- 
tatum.” This last was evidently the earldom made void by the 
death of .^Jfhelm. 

The death of Uhtred and the bestowal of the Northumbrian 
earldom on Eric the Dane by Cnut I have mentioned at pp. 
379 ) 524. Mr. Bobertson (i. 95, ii. 442) seems to confine the 
Northumbrian government of Eric to Deira, while he extends his 
frontier southward as far as Watling-Street. But the fourfold 
division of England implies that Eric ruled over all Northumberland. 
On the other hand, Simeon (8i), speaking in his own person (see 
Stubbs, Preface to R. Howden, i. xxx), in a marked way confines 
the government of Ealdred, the successor of Eadwulf, to Bernicia. 
“ Aldredus, quern prsedictus comes Ucthredus genuerat ex Ecfrida 
Alduni episcopi filia, .... solius N orthumbrice comitatum suscepit, 
patrisque sui interfectorem interfecit Turebrandum.” “ North- 
humbria,” it will be seen, is here used in the most modern sense. 
The obvious inference is that Eadwulf ruled at first in Bernicia 
only and under the superiority of Eric, but that, on Eric’s banish- 
ment, he succeeded to the government of all Northumberland 
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immediately under the King. Simeon gives us no dates, and 
Siward’s accession to Deira may have followed the death of 
Eadwulf Cutel. Everything looks as if the reign of EaUlrcd was 
very short. 

One question remains as to Thored, who signs as ‘Mux*' in 
979, 983, and 988 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 17 1, 198, 237), and in the 
Chronicles {992) is distinguished as ‘‘pored eorV' from “yElfrio 
ealdorman^ He was therefore in all probability Earl of Deira 
or Yorkshire (see Hobertson, ii. 441). He is doubtless the same 
as Thored the son of Gunner, who, according to the Chronicles, 
harried Westmorland in 966, and, according to some accounts 
(see below, Note SS), he was the father of yi^^thelred’s first wife. 
He was no doubt succeeded by yi^^lfhclm in 993, and he must 
himself have been appointed as early as 979. Mr. llobcrtson 
conjectures that he succeeded on the banishment of Oslac in 975 * 
Hut we have seen that althcof then succeeded to both earldoms. 
My conjecture therefore is that the two earldoms were again 
separated on the accession of ^l^lthelred, Deira being given to 
Thored. If ^thelred really married ThorcTs daughter, this is 
still more likely. 

There can be no doubt that Eorl (eee p. 407) is the proper title 
of a governor of Deira (see Cod. Dipl, ii ^ 93 » liUWB of 

Eadgar, Schmid, 198). But the Chronicles do not always observe 
the distinction. The pointed marking out of Thored as “ corl 
and^lfric as “ealdormau” is an unusual piece of accuracy, and 
though Oslac, when his banishment in 975 is recorded, is calle<l 
“ se msera eorl,” yet his appointment in 966 is cxpiessed by the 
words “ feng to ealdordome.” 


NOTE LL. p. 339 - 
The Assessment op 1008. 

Tb. Abingdon »d Peterborough ChrO“clo, for . 008 h.ve, 
« Her bebead ee cyog fait m«" .oeoHe ofer e»l ng ! 
feelliee wyrean ; fret i. Sonne ; of frim bund h.dun. and tyuiu 
eenne scegtS, and of viii hidum helm an yrnan. 
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So Florence ; Rex Anglorum ^gelredus de cccx cassatis unaui 
trierem, de novem vero loricam et cassidem fieri, et per totam 
Angliam naves intente praecepit fabricari." So Henry of Hunting- 
don (M. H. B. 753 A) and Lappenberg, ii. 170. 

But the Worcester Chronicle (Cott. Tib. B. iv.) reads of f)rym 
Iiund scipum and x be tynum anne scsegtS,^* I quote Mr. Earle’s 
note, without confidently pledging myself to his interpretation, 
further than that I feel sure that the assessment must have been 
made by shires in some shape or other. If anything else were 
needed to prove it, the bequest of .zElfric so appositely quoted by 
Mr. Earle, and which I have not scrupled to mention in the text, 
would alone be enough. 

In this rating of land for raising a navy, the numbers are so 
unconformable to the statistical numbers preserved elsewhere, and 
so incommensurate with each other, that they must be received 
with suspicion. All the texts agree, except D [the Worcester 
Chronicle], which, of all extant texts, is probably the nearest to 
the source. In the confusion of the text of D, may possibly be 
found materials for a future emendation. 

“ But, taken at its worst, the annal is rich in interest. W e 
learn the curious fact, that it was incumbent on each of the landed 
subdivisions, to provide the king with a shij) and its armour. The 
government did not levy ship-money, but required each county 
to find its quota of ships. This would apply as well to the inland 
districts, as to those on the sea-board. And here we find the 
explanation of an otherwise inexplicable bequest of good Abp. 
^Elfric, who died two years before this date. He gave one ship 
to the folk of Kent, and one to Wiltshire. The will is in Cod. 
Dipl. 716 [iii. 351]. Doubtless, in each of the cases, the bequest 
was intended as an alleviation of the heavy imposts under which 
the people groaned. His gift being to the shire, is an argument 
that the assessment was by shires. It appears to me probable 
that each shire had to furnish one ship for every three Hundreds 
contained in the shire. Thus a shire containing thirty Hundreds 
would have to furnish ten ships. (Accordingly, D may be right : 
of }?rym hund scipum : ? = of three Hundreds — Hundertschaften.) 
This burden would fall on the whole body of the people, according 
to their rating. But the wealthy landowners had a special burden 
besides. He who had property up to or over the extent of ten 
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hides, would have to furnish a sceg ^ — and every thane under ten 
hides, had to furnish a helmet and breastplate.” 

The sceg'S, according to Mr. Earle and Dr. Schmid, seems to he 
a smaller kind of vessel. It is a pity that even Florence was f-o 
far carried away by the wish to appear classical as to talk about 
triremes, instead of using words which might express the different 
kinds of vessels spoken of. 

On Mr. Earless showing, the special imposts laid on the great 
landowners would exactly answer to the Attic XnTovpylai, But it 
tells somewhat against his interpretation that both Florence and 
Henry of Huntingdon follow the reading of the other manuscripts. 
In any case I must confess that I do not clearly understand about 
the helm and breastplate. 


NOTE MM. p. 343- 

WULFNOTH OF SuSSEX. 

Most writers assume that Wulnoth Child the South-Saxon, 
as he is called in all the Chronicles, was at once the nephew of 
Eadric and the father of Earl Godwino. These questions I shall 
discuss in a later Note, specially devoted to the origin of the Earl. 
I will only say here that it seems to me that, whoever was the 
father of Godwine, Eloreuce did not intend to identify the Wulfnoth 
who, he says, was nephew to Eadric, with Child Wulfnoth the 

South-Saxon. r i • 

That Brihtric, the accuser of Wulfnoth, was a brother of Eadnc 
rests on the authority of all the Chronicles. They all ca am 
“ Brihtric, Eadrices broSor caldormannes.” porence gives Inni 
the character of being “ homo lubricus, ambitiosus, et super lus, 
and adds that the accusation was unjust. He had also just be ore 
given the following list of the brothers of Eadric or son 
^thelric; “cujus fratres exstiterunt Brihtricus, ^Ifncus, Go( a, 
jEgelwinus, iEgelwardus, .dSgelmaerus, pater Wlnothi, pa ns 
Saxonum ducis Gfbdwini.” The charters are full ta e 
Cod. Dipl. iii. 355 and vi. 164 , i 66 -of signatures which may 
he the statures of those brother.. But all the ; 

except ;erhaps Goda, unless it be a short form of Godne or 
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Godwine. For instance, one charter in Cod. Dipl. iii. 345, 346 
is signed J3y three distinct Brihtrics, all with the rank of “ minister.” 
In one place (iii. 351), if the document be genuine, ^‘Byrhtric 
cinges J^egen gewitnys” signs between Eadric and one who may 
be their father (see above, p. 656). In vi. 155 we have a ** Brihtric 
reada” in Dorsetshire, and in the Chronicles (1017) a “Brihtric 
iElfehes suna on Defeiiascire,” who may be the same as the 
Brihtric of Dorset, but who is of course different from the brother of 
Eadric. Of iEthelweards we find several in the early days of 
Cnut. In seems in vain to try to make out anything more about 
the family, except that, according to Orderic (506 B), Eadric the 
Wild, so famous sixty years later, was Eadric^ s nephew or grand- 
son — “ nepos Edrici pestiferi duels ” 

The title of “cild” or “child” given to Wulfnoth is a puzzling 
one. Florence translates it by “ minister,” as if it were the same 
as Thegn ; Henry of Huntingdon by “ puer nobilis.” It is found 
in one other place only in the Chronicles, namely in 1074, where it 
is applied to the younger Eadgar, as if it were the same as 
iEtSeling. We have seen it (see above, p. 641) as the title of one 
of the uElfrics, who in English is “ cild” and in Latin “ cognomento 
Puer,” Several men bear the title in Domesday, as “ Alnod cilt ” 
(2 et al.), Eadwine, miscalled Godwine, Abbot of Westminster 
(146), Edward “cilt,” a man of Earl Harold (146, 148, 212, 3366, 
340), and several others, Brixi, Eadwig, Leofric, Leofwine, and 
others, whom I do not profess to identify. See Ellis, ii. 68. In a 
deed of Bishop iElfwold T. R. E. in Cod. Dipl. vi. 196, we find 
the signature of a “ Dodda cild” (see vol. ii. Appendix G), seemingly 
a kinsman of Earl Odda. From all these examples, and from the 
later use of the word, “Childe Waters” and the like, one would 
think that “cild” was in some way or other a title of honour, 
though it is not at all easy to see exactly what it implied in the 
way of rank or office. On the other hand we find an iEthelric 
(iEilricus) “cild,” as also an Eadwine “cniht,” among the inferior 
tenants of Battle Abbey. Chron. de Bello, 14, 15. 

The story of Wulfnoth, as well as his personality, is puzzling. 
We hear nothing of the nature of the charge against him or of 
the punishment which seems to have been designed for him. In 
the Chronicles we simply read that the accusation was brought 
and that Wulfnoth took to flight and began to plunder. Florence 
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says ‘‘ne caperetur, mox fugam iniit/' Henry of Huntingdon, 
who does not mention the charge brought by Brihtric, says “ Rex 
exsulavemt Wlnod.’’ So William of Malmesbury (ii. 165), who 
brings the story in only casually, in his general picture of the 
reign of ^thelrgd. He says nothing of the flight of Wulfnoth 
or the pursuit of Brihtric. He mentions the storm and adds, 
“ Paucae de reliquiis multarum factse, impetu cujusdam Wulnodi, 
quern rex exlegatuni ejecerat, submcrsse vel incensae.” Nor have 
we the least bint given as to whither Wulfnotli went, or what 
he did, after he had burned the hundred ships. He may have 
joined the Danes or have done anything else in the wiking line ; 
I cannot believe that he went and lived quietly in Gloucestershin'. 
In this uncertainty, modern writers seem to have tbougbt that 
they had full licence to give play to their imaginations, and the 
results are remarkable. Mr. St. John for •instance and M. de 
Bonnechose display a minute knowledge of the actions and motives 
of all parties which certainly cannot be got by the dull process 
of groping in the Chronicles. Bet us hear Mr, St. John (I oiu 


Conquests, ii. 2 1 ) j 

‘‘ About the vicious and bewildered king, the earl of :Mercia and 
his brethren clung like the fabled serpents about Laocoon. They 
were seven in all— Edric, Brihtric, Elfric, Coda, Ethelwine, 
Ethelward, and Ethelmere— and between them was incessantly 
carried on reckless struggle for pre-eminence. Being all dcsiioiis 
of monopolizing the favour of Ethelred, they plotted against each 
other, and pursued their designs with relentless vindictiveness 

‘‘ Ethelmere, the youngest of the brothers, had a son, Wulfnoth, 
who for his courage and capacity had been made Childe o tic 
South-Saxons, a post of great honour and distinction. This ex- 
cited rancorous envy in the breast of his uncle Brihtric, v 10, 
order to compass his overthrow, accused him of treason to the king. 
Familiar with the cruel and capricious temper of Ethelred, le 


young earl efifeeted his escape fi’om London. 

The French writer, M. Emile do Bonnechose (Quatre ® 

de I’Angleterre ii. 17), is almost more 

John. “De nouvelles defections aneantirent ^ 

navales des Anglo-Saxons: un de leurs chefs, nomm6 Wulno h. 
pere du fameux comte Godwin, prit la fuite avec vmgt va^ssea^x 
Litric, commandant de la flotte, poursmvit le fugitif. No 
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whatever why Wulfnoth fled. Presently (il. 56) we read of “ le 
service que ce Wulnoth rendit au roi Sweyn en lui livrant une 
partie de la flotte qu’il commandait et en brulant le reste,” events 
of which the Chronicles preserve no mention whatever. More 
amazing than all, Wulfnoth is elsewhere described (ii. 54) as chw'l 
ou chef des Saxons du sud,” much as if one were to talk of a man 
being ‘‘ Roturier or Duke of Montmorency^^’ 


NOTE NN. p. 344. 

Thurkill the Dane. 

This name, like many others, appears in a fuller form in Eng- 
land than in Denmark. The English bearers of it, all doubtless 
of Danish descent, are always called Thurcytel. The famous Dane 
himself always appears, whether in Latin, English, or Danish, in 
a shortened form, Thurkill or something like it, in various 
spellings. 

Our Thurkill comes before us in very different lights in different 
accounts. In the Chronicles we first hear of him as commanding 
the fleet which came in 1009. The three Chronicles all agree 
in saying that soon after Lammas an innumerable fleet came to 
Sandwich (‘‘ ]?a com sona sefter lafmsessam hlammessan,” Petrib.] 
se ungemsetlica unfritS here to Sandwic”), but Abingdon alone 
adds ^‘]?e we heton Durkilles here.” Florence distinguishes the 
fleet of Thurkill from the fleet of Heming and Eglaf (“ Danicus 
comes Turkillus sua cum classe ad Angliam venit : exinde mensc 
Augusto alia classis Danorum innumerabilis, cui praeerant duces 
Hemingus et Eglafus,” &c.). But the two fleets meet in Thanet 
and sail together to Sandwich. We then hear no more of Thurkill 
by name till 1013, but it is plain that all the ravages done up 
to Swegen’s invasion in that year were done by ‘‘ Durkilles here.” 
In 1013 (see p. 360) we suddenly find him on the English side. 
He is in London with AEthelred (“ forSan ))8er wms inge se cyng 
iE{?elred and purcyl mid him”), and directly after* (see p. 361) we 
find him and AEthelred together in the fleet in the Thames. This 
makes it plain that the forty-five ships which went over to iEthelred 
in 1012 (see p. 356) were ThurkilPs ships or a part of them. It 



THURKILL THE DANE. 


667 


was plainly then that he changed sides. We hear of his fleet 
again in 1014, when a Danegeld was paid to it (see p. 371); and 
again in 1015, when Eadric seduced the forty ships from tlie 
King's service" (^‘Eadric ealdormau aspeon pa fowertig scipu fraiu 
j?am cyningc"). But Thurkill's name is not mentioned again till 
1017 (see p. 407) when Cnut gives him one of the four great Earl- 
doms, namely East- Anglia. In 1020 (see p. 426) he appears along 
with Cnut at the consecration on Assandun ; in 1021 (see p. 428) 
he is outlawed; in 1023 (see p. 429) he is reconciled to the King 
and seems to become his lieutenant in Denmark, but we hear no 


more of him in England. 

Florence mentions Thurkill whenever he is mentioned in the 
Chronicles, except in the account of his reconciliation with Cnut, 
which appears in the Abingdon Chronicle only. He makes matters 
somewhat plainer about^“the forty ships” in 1015, saying that 
Eadric de regia classe xl naves, Daniels militibus instructas, sibi 
allexit.” He also, in recording Thurkill's banishment in 1021, 
adds the name of his wife ; Canutus rex . . . Turkillnm supra 
dictum comitem cum uxore sua Edgitha expulit Anglia. It 
should be noticed that neither in the Chronicles nor in Florence 
is there any mention of Thurkill during the wars of Cnut and 
Eadmund in 1016. 

As for the charters we can hardly expect to find him signing 


during the reign of ACthelred. In Cnuts time, 1018 1019, we 
find him signing as ‘‘dux” (Cod. Dipl. iv. i, 3, 6, 9). His sig 
nature to the document of HealSegen Scearpa in 1026 (Cod. ip . 
iv. 32) is more puzzling, as it would imply a return of Thurkill to 
England, of which there is no other trace. But that document, 
though not marked doubtful or spurious by Mr. Kemble seems to 
me most suspicious. Godwine signs as J?egcn, but f 

the Earls, and the Earls who sign are Siward, ^Ifgar, ’ 

Leofric, Swegen, Tostig, and Eadred. I cannot identify any Earls 
^Ifgar and Swegen in the time of Cnut, and the Tostig of those 
days (see Note WWW) is a half-mythical person. ^ 

doubtful too (see Note CCC) whether Leofric was an ar f 

early as 1026, and Siward seems not to iinskilful 

Hartbaenut-. tima. I canot help thinking th.t nn nn k » 

fnngen ^.pt^ the ne.e. r. o„ .o»e tS 

Swegen and Tostig are the sons of Go 
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places. I do not tlunk that we can bring Thurklll back to Eng* 
land without some better evidence than this. We must also take care 
to distinguish Earl Thurkill from several contemporary Thurkills 
of lesser degree. There is, for instance, a ‘‘ Durkill minister 
who signs in 1023 (iv. 2*7), and a Thurkill the AV^hitc Durcil 
hwita”) who figures in a private document at iv. 54. He goes 
into Herefordshire on the King’s errand along with Tofig the 
Proud. Of another Thurkill, or the same, there is a long story 
in the Ramsey History, c. 84. 

William of Malmesbury seems to have a special dislike to 
Thurkill. He mentions him only twice (ii. 17^, 18 1), and both 
times charges him with being the chief instigator of the murder 
of yElfheah, which, from the better authority of Thietmar (see 
Note PP), we know that he tried to hinder. The first passage 
runs thus ; 

‘‘ Resederat in Anglia Turkillus Danus, qui fuerat incentor ut 
lapidarctur archiepiscopus, habebatque Orieiitales Anglos suae 
voluntati parentes. Tam caeteri, dato ab Anglis octo millium 
librarum tributo, per urbes ct agros, quo quisque commodius 
poterat, dilapsi : quindecim corum naves cum hominibus regis 
fidem sequutae. Turkillus intcrea regem patriae suae Suanum 
nuntiis accersit ut Angliam veniat.” 

This is followed by a rhetorical descrii>tion, put into ThurkilPs 
mouth, of the vices and weakness of iEthelred and of England. 
Here are several manifest misstatements ; besides the misrepre- 
sentation as to the death of TElfheah, nothing is plainer than that 
Thurkill, who stood by Ai:thclred to the last, did not invite Swegen 
into England. The only question is whether any trace of truth 
lurks in the words which seem to attribute to Thurkill a settle- 
ment in East- Anglia earlier than his investiture with that earldom 
by Cnut. The other passage is equally unfair. The removal of 
Thurkill from England is thus described ; ‘‘ Succedente tempore 
Turkillus et Iricius, ab Anglia captatis occasionibus eliminati, 
natale solum petierunt; quorum primus, qui incentor necis beati 
Elfegi fuerat, statim ut Danemarchite littus attigit a ducibus 
oppressus est.” This last statement is directly contradicted by 
the Chronicles; but it shows us where William of Malmesbury 
got his notion of Thurkill, namely from the two tracts of Osberii 
on the martyrdom of iElfheah and his Translation. In the laftci 
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(Anglia Sacra, i. 144) we get a wonderful account of Tluirkill. 
He is male audax princeps malorum Tbyrkyllus, pauco teuipt)rc 
prsedo futurus, sed in seternum danmati spiritus prseda mausurus ” 
—a hard fate for the co-founder of Assandun and benefactor of 
Saint Badinund's, He remains in England after the death of yKlf- 
heah, but presently Cnut comes, seemingly on the errand of getting 
rid of Thurkill and his followers (“ Cnut . . . diffidens ah illo 
propter quasdam res male ac perfide actas, quid(|uid residuum 
infandi populi esse poterat, sicut tabulae stilo deleri solont, delevit, 
ipsumque ducem sex tantuinmodo navibiis munitum in Daiiainar- 
cam fugavit”). Thurkill goes to Denmark; being suspected of 
a design to stir up civil wars, he is hunted down and killed, and 
his body is left unburied (‘^ne intestina bclla moliretur, statiin ]>er 
cuncta regionis illius loca agitatus, ad ultimum ab ignobili vulgo 
occisus, ferisque ht avi^us est miserabiliter projectus”). Ibis 
is plainly the source whence William of Malmesbury got his 
account of Tliurkilbs death ; still he knew the history too well 
to accept Osbern’s introduction of Thurkill (ii. 131) as at first 
a joint commander with Swegen, and then, after Swegen s death, 
his successor piratse . . . ducibus Swano et Thurkyllo, principibus 
Danorum fortissimis, nonnullam terrse Anglorum imiculmn intule- 
rant. Sed Swano ab omiiipotenti Deo terribiliter occi^o, Tliyrkillus 
malignse ha3reditatis principatum sortitus est'^* Osborn evidently 
looked on Thurkill as the author of all evil, but he does not agmin 
mention him by name. It is worth thinking whether AVilbam 
of Malmesbury’s notion of Thurkiirs settlement in East-Angha at 
this time arose from any confusion with the partition wine i, ac- 
cording to Osbern (sec Note PP), was to be made between Eadric 


and the Danes. .10 

William of Malmesbury’s statement that Thurkill invited hwegei 

into England probably comes from some confusion with the narra- 
tive of the Encomiast. This last writer makes (i. 2) Tl'urkiH go 
to England by Swegen’s leave to avenge the death 
had been killed there, perhaps in the mas.sacre of . am 1 • 

But, once in England, he goes over to the English side, ^ 
ingly obtains some establishment in the country ( 
partem provinci* victor obtinet”). One mam object 
SpeditiL is said to be to win back, by force or 

hiLlf and the forty ships of which he has defrauded hxs sovereign. 
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We hear however nothing more of him till Swegen is dead. 
When Cnut goes back to Denmark, Thurkill stays in England (ii. 
i). His motives are described at length. He then (ii. 3) goes to 
Cnut with nine ships, leaving thirty in England, to make his peace 
with him (^^memor quod Sueino fecerat, et quod tunc in terra 
absque liccntia domini sui Cuutonis inconsulte remanserat, cum 
novem navibus earumque exercitu dominum suum requisivit, ut 
ei patefaceret quia non contra ejus salutem se reccdeute reman- 
serit”), and to exhort him to a renewed invasion of England. 
Cnut accordingly comes, and Thurkill is his right hand man 
throughout the war with Eadmund. 

I do not know whether our Thurkill is the same as porkcll 
•Hasi,” brother of Heming and son of Earl Strut-Harold, who 
accompanies Cnut to England in the Knytlinga Saga, c. 8 (John- 
stone, 105). This may be the Heming of Florenfie, 1009. 

The history of Thurkill in our Chronicles seems to hang very 
well together. Patching it up from Thietmar, I infer that he 
embraced Christianity before the death of ^If heah, which he strove 
to hinder. He then took service under ^Ethelred, and served him 
faithfully against Swegen. But I do not know how to cast aside 
the assertion of the Encomiast that Thurkill was prominent on 
CnuPs side during the war with Eadmund. Fabulous as are many 
of the details, this can hardly be mere invention. He may have 
changed sides when Eadric beguiled the Danes in the English 
service in 1015 (see above, p. 376), or after .d^thelred’s death, at 
the Southampton election of Cnut. 

Thurkill married (see Florence, 1021) an Englishwoman named 
Eadgyth. Lappenberg (ii. 197, 207) makes her the widow of Ulf- 
cytel, therefore a daughter of ^thelred. But the name of Ulfcytel’s 
wife seems to have been Wulfhild (see above, p. 654, and Lappen- 
berg, ii. 168), while Eadgyth the daughter of ^thelred was certainly 
the wife of Eadric. I suspect that it was Eadric's widow whom 
Thurkill married. At the same time I cannot lay my hand on any 
authority for Thurkilbs wife being a daughter of iEthelred; but it 
is very likely, and such a connexion would account for CnuPs 
jealousy of him (see p. 415). 
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NOTE 00. p. 347. 

WuLFRic Spot. 

WuLFRic appears in the Chronicles simply as ‘^Wulfric Ijcof- 
wines sunu'' without any further description. So in Florence 
he is simply Wlfricus Leofwini filius.” He signs a charter of 
1002 (Cod. Dipl. vi. 146) as '^minister.” In the confirmation of 
his will by ^thelred (Cod. Dipl. iii. 332) he is described as nobilis 
progeniei minister Wlfricus.’' He and all the other men who were 
slain at Ringmere all come in the Chronicles under the head of 
feala otSera godra J^egna.’^ I should infer from this that he never 
held the rank of Ealdorman; but he is called “consul” by Heniy 
of Huntingdon (M. H. B. 753 C) and Bromton (X Scriptt. 888). 
So the Burton Chronicle printed in the Monasticon, iii. 47, calls 
hhn “illustris ct prsepotens consul ac comes Herciorum Wulfricus 
Spott regali propinquus prosapiio.” The Burton Annah however 
(Luard, Ann. Mon. i. 183) are satisfied with calling him “([uidani 
nobilis nomine Wlfricus cognomento Spot.” He cannot possibly 
have been Ealdorman of all Mercia, and il ho were a subor- 
dinate Ealdorman of one of the shires in which his property lay, he 
could hardly fail to have been somewhere spoken of as “ dux or 
“ comes.” Sir Francis Palgrave (ii. ccxciii.) suggests that he was 
Ealdorman of Lancaster, on the strength of his possession of lands 
between the Ribble and the Mersey. This comes from his will, 
which is printed in Cod. Dipl. vi. 147* Lancashire, as a shiie, 

is later than Domesday. The lands between Mersey and Ribble 
appear there as an appendage to Cheshire, while Lancastei is in 
Yorkshire. Wulfric’s lands between the Ribble and the ^Iciscy 
are left to ^Ifhelm and Wulfheah, no doubt the murdered Ealdor- 
man and his son, to both of whom other bequests are made as well 
as to ^Ifhelm’s other son Ufegeat. A little way on, lie leaves 
lands “JElfhelme minan meage,” and he afterwards speaks of 
‘‘.^llfhelm min^ brotSor.” This may raise some question as to 
whether he is speaking of one vElfhelm or more. 

Sir Francis Palgrave (ii. ccxci.) makes Wulfric the son of t le 
person called Leofric the Second, brother of Ealdorman 
and uncle of the famous Earl Leofric. But I do not find t is 
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even in the very mythical document on which his genealogical 
table is founded, and of which I shall have again to speak (see 
Appendix CCO). The Chronicles distinctly describe Wulfric as 
the son of Leofwine, that is, not the Ealdorman of that name, 
but one of the many Thegns who bore it. Thus in Cod. Dipl, 
iii. 322 (a cliarter signed by Wulfric himself), we have ‘^Leofwine 
dux,” as distinguished from Leofwine minister ; ” and the con- 
firmation charter of Wulfric^s own foundation is signed by Leofwine 
dux” and by two several men described as “ Leofwine minister.” 
It would seem from what I have just quoted that Wulfric was 
a brother of Earl ^Ifhelm, and the Burton Chronicle gives him 
another brother “dux Alwinus,” that is, ^Elfwine or iEthelwinc, 
two not uncommon names, both of which will be found among 
the signatures, as in Cod. Dipl. iii. 345--6, a document which, 
I may add, is signed by three Leofwines besides the Ealdorman. 
Wulfric also makes bequests to a daughter of Morkere and 
Ealdgyth who was his goddaughter (“ ic geann minre goddohtor 
Morcares and EaldgySe Saet lande” etc.). He mentions only one 
child of his own, who is spoken of rather mysteriously, without 
any name, as “my poor daughter” (“ ic gean minre earman 
dchter”), with a hint that there was something wrong about her. 
She is to hold the land only while she deserves it (“ hwile Se heo 
hit geearnian cann”), and jEIfhelm is appointed guardian both 
of her and of the land. The name of Wulfric's wife, according 
to the local Chronicle, was Ealhswith. 

The foundation of Burton took place, according to the local 
Chronicles, in 1004, which is the year of the confirmation charter. 
Wulfric was buried within his own monastery, not however in 
the church, but in the cloister ; “ in claustro monasterii sui antedicti 
sub arcu lapideo juxta ostium ecclesise swjpcnom” (Mon. iii. 47). 
Ealhswith, who seems to have died before him, as she is not 
mentioned in the will, was also buried in the cloister, “juxta 
ostium ecclesise inferioris/* It seems then that the cloister had 
one door into the choir and one door into the nave, that is to 
say, the ritual choir was west of the crossing. The first Abbot 
Wulfgeat and his monks came from Winchester; he is said to 
have lived till 1026, but I doubt whether he signs any charters. 
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NOTE Pr. p. 352. 

The Taking of Canterbury and the Mah'»yrdom 

OF tP^lfiieaii. 

Of the siege of Canterbury and the martyrdom of ^Elflioah— 
the Alphege of hagiology— we liave four distinct accounts. Tliat 
in the Chronicles of course claims the first place. It was written 
before 1023, as it speaks of iElfheah’s body being still at Saint 
Paul’s and working miracles there, whereas it was translated to 
Canterbury in 1023. The witness of the Chronicles I of course 
accept unhesitatingly. And next to it I am inclined to place 
the narrative in Thictmar of Merseburg, which he heard when it 
was fresh from the lips, of an Englishman named Scwald. lie 
gives a minute account of th^ martyrdom, which difTers a good 
deal from the popular version, but which falls in veiy well with 
the account in the Chronicles, contradicting it in nothing, but 
explaining it on one or two points. But, oddly enough, ARfheah 
is called Dunstan, a strange mistake to have been made by a 
contemporary, even though a foreigner, but one which shows 
how great was the fame of Dunstan, and how small the fame 
of ^Ifhcah, in Christendom generally. Tiiere is also the Life 
of AClfheah by Osbern in Anglia Sacra, ii. 122. This is a mere 
piece of hagiology, in the common style of such lives, and it 
contains many statements which are untrue or impossible. It 
IS in fact valuable only as affording practice in the art of unra- 
velling the component elements of a romantic story. But the 
remarkable thing is that the fourth narrative, that of Florence, 
departs in several important points from the Chronicl(‘s and copit s 
either from Osbern, or, what is more likely, from some third 
source from which Osbern also copied. Florence’s knowledge 
and good sense kept him from repeating any of Osberii’s grosser 
absurdities, but he has not improved his narrative by intioducing 
several details ^hich cannot be reconciled with the Chronicles. 
Simeon simply copies Florence; Henry of Huntingdon follows the 
Chronicles, with some slight touches from Florence. 

The Chronicles (loii) describe the whole event in detail, but 
they give us only a picture of plunder and captivity, without any 
VOL. I. • XX 
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mention of slaughter. The Archbishop and the other persons spoken 
of and a further countless number of clerks and laymen, men and 
women, were made prisoners (‘^hi J?0er genamon inne ealle ]?a 
gehadodan men and weras and wif ; J^jet wses unasecgendlic eenigum 
men hu micel J^aes folces wses”). The word ‘^genamon” which is 
ajiplied to the mass of the people is the same word which is applied 
to the Archbishop, who was not put to death till long after, and 
to others who we know were not put to death at all. The 
Chronicles then go on to say how the Danes stayed in the city 
as long as they would, and when they had searched it thoroughly 
went to their ships (“Sa hi hsefdon ])&> buruh ealle asmeade, 
wendon him f)a to scypan”). Then follows a short poem lamenting 
the captivity of JElfheah and the wretchedness of the city ; but 
there is not a word to imply any general massacre. Neither is 
there anything to imply such a massacre in the shorter narrative 
of Thietmar. But in Osbern (Ang. Sacr. ii. 136, 137) and Florence 
we get a soul-harrowing account of every possible horror. Men 
are slaughtered, burned, thrown from the walls, tortured in hor- 
rible ways. Women are dragged by their hair and thrown into 
the fire. Children are tossed on spears or crushed under the 
wheels of waggons. The whole ends with a systematic decima^ 
tion of the surviving adult males. By decimation is here meant 
the slaying, not of one out of ten, but of nine out of ten. This 
process leaves their lives to four monks and eight hundred laymen. 
If this is any clew to the population of Canterbury, the monks 
of the two minsters must have been fewer, and the general 
population much larger, than one would have expected. The 
metropolis of England must have gone down, relatively at least, 
since the eleventh century. 

These stories cannot be accepted in the teeth of the speaking 
silence of the Chroniclers. The narrative of these last is so minute 
and so pathetic that they could hardly have failed to dwell on 
the massacre if any massacre had taken place. No doubt some 
lives were lost ; a city was not likely to be taken, least of all 
by Danes in that age, without the loss of some lives. And here 
would be material enough for rhetorical hagiologists to work up 
into the picture given us by Osbern, into which they of course 
brought in all the horrors that they had ever heard of anywhere. 

The reader will perhaps not be inclined to set much store by 
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the authority of Osbern, if he knows the kind of story with which 
he (ii. 132) introduces the siege. One of the brothers of Eadric, 
a man ‘Oubricus et superbus’' like ihihtric, perhaps Hrihtrii' 
himself, stirs up the wrath of the thegns of Kent by falsely 
accusing them to the King, and thereby procuring the confiscation 
of the estates of many of them. For these misdeeds they kill him 
and burn his house. Then Eadric, whom the King had made 
ruler over the whole realm (‘‘totius imperii siii pivefectiim 
statuerat”), calls on the King to chastise them. The parts of 
Eadward and Godwine in a later story are thus transposed, 
^thelred refuses to inflict any jiunishineiit on the Kentish 
thegns, affirming the wrong-doer to have been rightfully slain 
(‘‘jure peremptum”). Eadric then takes the law into his own 
hands ; he collects ten thousand men, who are di scribcd as being 
‘‘ optime armati,” and inyades Kent at their head. Tlie Kentish- 
men however resist valiantly, and the expedition fails. He then 
leagues himself with the Danes (“Danorum conciliabula expetit”) 
and exhorts them to attack, not Kent only, but the whole of 
Britain (‘‘ad totius Britannije fines invadeiidos”). He describes 
the nakedness of the land, how the King — at the age of forty-two — 
was worn out with years, how the princes and people were all 
sunk ill sloth and luxury. All this haj)pens at a time when 
Swegen is already dead, and when Thurkill has seemingly suc- 
ceeded to his power (see above, 654)* Eadric and Thurkill 
agree to divide the kingdom. Eadric is to take the East Angles, 
seemingly in addition to his Mercian government, and the Danes 
are to take the North (“ regnum post victoriani a^iua sorb^ 
dividendum se Orientulibus Anglis priacipari, illos vero a^iuilone 
potiri”). Eadric now joins the Danes in the siege of Canterlmry. 
Thurkill is not personally mentioned, but Eadric presently vanishes 
from the stage, without any explanation. It might not be hard 
to resolve this fable into its component parts ; it is even pos- 
sible that Eadric’s attack on the metropolitan city of England 
is really borrowed from his capture of the inetroiiolitan city of 

Wales. , 

A point now arises as to the traitorous churchman who betrayed 
the city. It is not quite clear whether there were two y.lfmters 
or one (see Hook, Lives of Archbishops, i. 466). The Chronicles 

X X 2 
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seem to distinguish ^Ifmser the traitor from ^Ifraser the Abbot ; 
and Florence distinguishes the traitor as “ archidiaconus/' Yet 
if JElfmser the Abbot was a different man from JElfmaer the 
traitor, why should the Danes let Abbot A^lfmaer go free, when 
the Archbishop and the rest were seized ? I can only suggest, 
as seems also to have occurred to Dr. Hook, that the story is 
the reverse story of that of Cinna the conspirator and Cinna the 
poet, that the Danes mistook one iElfmser for the other, and let go 
the innocent one by mistake. 

Abbot w^Elfmser undoubtedly kept his abbey, and was afterwards 
raised to the bishopric of Dorset (W. Thorn, X Scriptt. 1782 ; 
Hist. St. Aug. 23, 24). Thorn gives two dates, 1017 1022, 

and makes him resign his see and return to his abbey. He signs 
various charters of Cnut as Bishop ; he also appears as Abbot in 
a writ of Cnut (Cod. Dipl. iv. 9), addressed to him together with 
Archbishop Lading — therefore before 1020 — and Bishop Godwine ; 
also as a witness to the marriage settlement of another Godwine 
(Cod. Dipl. iv. 10) along with King Cnut and Archbishop Lyfing, 
We find him also in the doubtful charter of 1023, in Cod. Dipl, 
iv. 23, 25, where he signs in company with ^thelric, Bishop of 
Dorset, who otherwise seems to have left off signing in 1009. 
This ^Ifmser must not be confounded with the contemporary 
-®lfm0er, Bishop of the South-Saxons, whose signature also appears 
to the charter in iv. 25. The annals of his own abbey speak of 
.^Ifmaer with great reverence ; and, though ordinary traitors might 
be advanced, a churchman who had had an indirect share in the 
martyrdom of a saint would hardly meet with any favour at the 
hands of Cnut or gf any one else. 

In describing the Archbishop's martyrdom, I have given no 
heed to the mythical details in Osbem, but I have formed my 
narrative from the Chroniclers and Thietmar. There is no con- 
tradiction between the two accounts, but each fills up gaps in 
the other. Thus the statement that ^Ifheah first promised a 
ransom and then refused to pay it comes from , Thietmar ; this 
explains the whole story, w^hich otherwise is hardly intelligible. 
We thus see, what otherwise we do not clearly see, both why 
the Danes kept .^Ifheah so long in bonds, and why they were so 
bitterly enraged against him when he finally refused to pay. And we 
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can easily see why this part of the story should be left out, as 
tending somewhat to lessen the martyr’s glory, while it is not easy 
to see why any one should invent or imagine it. Florenee makes 
the Danes demand a ransom of the Archbishop on one Saturday, 
and tell him that, if he does not pay it, he shall be killed on the next 
Saturday (‘^necem ejus usque ad aliud sabbatum protelant”). He 
seems to connect the demand with the late vote of the Witaii 
rather than with any promise on the part of yElfheah himself. 
The intercession of Thurkill comes from Thictmar ; it falls in 
exactly with his conduct directly after. The words put into his 
mouth imply that he was already a Christian, which he certainly 
was, and a zealous one, before long. William of Malmesbury, the 
consistent persecutor of Thurkill, must be uttering mere calumnies 
when he says that he was ‘‘ incentor ut lapidarctur archicpiscopus. 

I accept from Florence the name and motive of the Dam*! Thriin 
or Thrum, who cleft tlie Archbishop's head. The Chronicles 
simply mention the fact. Drim miles," ‘‘ Dryin dux," Drim 
eorl” is a signature attached to more than one chartia* of Cnut 
(Cod. Dipl. iv. 17, 23, 25). The documents are suspicious; the 
title of Earl is specially suspicious. But no one would have 
invented a signature of Thrim, unless he had seen it attached 
to some genuine document. 


Lappenberg (il. i 77 Tliori>e) has some good remarks on the 
impossibility of Osbeni’s general story, though he acxcpto hm 
account of the horrors at Canterbury. Mr. St. John (n. 30) 
amusingly takes Lappenberg to task for “ misintorprotmg h lorcnce 
and the Saxon Chronicle.” The truth is that Lappenberg < b.l no 
misinterpret anything, but that Mr. St. John ai e 
Thietmar, though Lappetd.crg gave him the reference. S.r h ranc.s 
Palgrave, when he wrote his small history (p. 297). «'vallowc<l 
the whole tale about Eadric and his brother M. de 
(ii. 17) has much to tell us about “ un chef farouche nonnne 
Turchtill,” but he does not take him to Canterbury. 

As ThietmaEs account of the martyrdom is well woi-th rea mg, 
anfas h^work-is much less accessible than most of my authont.es, 


I transcribe it in full ; . . , • • 

“ Percepi quoque a relatu prsedicti lomiim 

miserabile ac idcirco memorabUe, quod perfi 


Sewaldi factum 
Northmannorum 
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manus, duce ad hoc Thurkilo, Cantuarise civitatis egregium antis- 
titem, Dunsten nomine, cum cseteris caperent, et vinculis et inedia 
ac inefFabili poena, more suo nefando, constringerent. Hie humana 
motus fragilitate, pecuniam eis promittit, et ad banc impetrandam 
inducias posuit, ut si in bis acceptabili redemptione mortem 
momentaneam evadere nequivisset, semet ipsum gemitibus crebris 
interim purgaret, bostiam Domino vivam ad immolandum. Trans- 
ac*tis tunc omnibus designatis temporibus, vorax picarum chary bdis 
Dei famulum evocat, et sibi promissum celeriter persolvi tributum 
minaciter postulat, Et ille, ut mitis agnus, ‘ Prsesto sum,’ inquit, 
‘ paratus ad omnia quae in me nunc presumitis facere ; ac Christi 
amore, ut suorum merear fieri exemplum servorum, non sum bodie 
turbatus. Quod vobis mendax videor, non mea voluntas, sed dira 
efficit mihi egestas. Corpus hoc meum, quod in hoc exsilio supra 
inodum dilexi, vobis culpabilc offero, et quid de eo faciatis in 
vestra esse potestate cognosco ; animam autem meimet pcccatricem 
Creatori omnium, vos non respicientem, supplex committo.’ Talia 
loquentem profanorum agmen vallavit, et diversa bunc ad inter- 
ficiendum arma congerit. Quod quum eorum dux Thurcil a longe 
vidisset, celeriter accurrens : ‘ Ne, quaeso, sic faciatis ! ’ infit. 
^ Aurum et argentum, et omne quod bic habeo vel ullo niodo 
acquirere possum, excepta navi sola, ne in ebristum Domini 
peccetis libenti animo vobis omnibus trade.’ Tam dulci affatu 
infrenata sociorum ira, ferro et saxis durior, non mollitur, sed 
effuse innocenti sanguine placatur, quern communiter capitibus 
bourn et imbribus lapidum atque lignorum infusione protiiius 
effundunt. Inter tot frementium impetus potitus est ccelesti 
jucunditate, ut signi sequentis efficacia protinus testatur.” (Pertz, 
id. 849.) 


NOTE QQ. p. 360. 

The Kingship and Death of Sweden. 

That Swegen was acknowledged as King over England seems 
to be beyond doubt. The Chronicles (1013) ‘‘And eall 

Jjeodscipe bine heefde pa for fulne cyning.” So Florence ; “ Ab 
omni Anglorum populo rex, si jure queat rex vocari, qui fere 
cuncta tyrannice faciebat, et appellabatur et habebatur,” So Henry 
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of Huntingdon (M. H. B. 754 D) ; “ Suain vero al> omni populo 
habebatur i)ro rcge;” and again, “ Suain jam rex Anglomin.” So, 
among later writers, Roger of Wendover (i. 447), “Regem Angliw 
se jussit appellari;” and Bromton (X Scriptt. 892), “Swanns 
jam rex Anglorum factus.” 'William of Malmesbury (ii. 177) 
loses bimself in fine writing; “ tota jam Anglia in clicntelam illius 
inclinata/' 

On the other hand the English writers are specially fond *of 
giving Swegen the name of Tyrant, a name, it must be remem- 
bered, which still keeps the meaning which became familiar in 
the third century (see p. 137), that of usurper ” or pretemlcr/’ 
We have already seen Florence use tlie adverb “ tyraniiice,” and 
under the year 1014 he begins the account of Swegen’s death with 
the words, ‘^Suanus tyrannus, post inniimcrabilia ct crudelia mala, 
qu8e vel in Anglia vel in aliis terris gesserat, ad cunnilum sum 
damnationis,” &c,- So William of Malmesbury (ii. 179), rhetorically 
describing the evil case of England during Swegeifs occupation, 
says, Heesitabatur totis urbibus quid fieret ; si ])araretur rcbcllio, 
assertorera non haberent ; si eligeretur subject io, ]daeido redone 
carerent. Ita privatm et publicae opes ad naves cum obsidibus 
deportabantur, quod non esset ille dominus legitimus, sed tyi'aniius 
atrocissimus.” This is developed by Eoger of Wendover (i. 448); 

Swanus . . . tyrannus nequissimus . . . evidenter apparet ipsum 
naturalem non esse dominum [cyne-hlaford] sed tyrannum. 
Hiesitabat populus quid faceret, quia, si bellum (pimrerct, ductorem 
non haberet, si subjectionem eligeret, tyrannum rectorem haberet/ 
The technical and the rhetorical sense of the word are struggling 
throughout. 

It will be seen at once that the former set of passages are nVueb 
more distinct than the latter, which are intelligible only on the 
supposition that something happened, just as in the cases of Cnut 
and W^illiam, which at least passed for a regular election. I lorcnce a 
scruple about calling Swegen “rex seems of itself to imply that 
he had some kind of formal claim to the title. But I imagine 
that he was never crowned. The remarkable words of the Chroni- 
cles that “all tte people held him for full King'' almost seem to 
imply that in . strictness he was not full King. This would be 
exactly the position of a King elected but not crowned. No one 
hints at a coronation, except perhaps the Encomiast, who tells us 
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(i- 6)» “ Ubi jam saepedictus rex tota Anglorum patria est inthroni- 
zatuSy et ubi jam pene illl nemo restitit, pauco supervixit tempore, 
Bed tamen illud tantillum gloriose.” But if Swegen had been 
solemnly crowned and anointed, his panegyrist wovild hardly have 
contented himself with so vague a word as ‘‘ iuthronizatus/' 
Florence again (1013) mentions only Ealdormen and thegns as 
joining in the submission to Swegen, while in the election of Cnut 
in* I o 1 6 he distinctly speaks of Bishops and Abbots as taking a 
share. And their absence seems implied in a statement of William 
of Malmesbury (ii. 177), which, though his narrative is evidently 
inaccurate in many points, is worth notice. This is that ^Ethelred 
(p. 361), before he crossed into Normandy, held a meeting of 
Bishops and Abbots, as being the only people who still clave 
to him. “ Abbates et episcopos, qui nec in tali necessitate domi- 
num suum deserendum putarent, in banc convenit sententiam.” 

This at once brings us to the problem of Swegen’s religion. 
There seems no reason to doubt the account of his early baptism, 
his apostasy, his rebellion against his father. The English and 
German writers seem to know nothing of any reconversion. With 
Thietmar, for instance, a writer absolutely contemporary, who 
wrote while the events of 1016 were the last news of the day 
(see vii. 27, 28 ; Pertz, hi. 848), Swegen is to the end the 
“immitis Danorum rex’’ (vii. 26) and ‘‘Suennus persecutor'' (28). 
But the Danish chroniclers assert a repentance and reconversion. 
So the Chronicle of Eric (Langebek, i. 158) mentions the baptism 
of Harold Blaatand and the parricidal war of Swegen, without 
however mentioning Swegen's early baptism. Thus we read how 
Swegen ‘‘de regno expulsus, tandem ad Christi fidem conversus, 
baptizatus est et mox, Deo favente, regnum suum recepit.” So 
the Chronicle of Roskild (i, 376); Christianis valde iihmicus, 
quos etiam finibus suis expelli praecepit . . . tandem Deum cognovit 
post flagella, quern coepit quaerere eique credere." We then read 
how he founded churches and brought Bishop Bernhard from 
Norway into Scania. So Saxo first (186) describes his persecu- 
tions, and then (188) tells of his conversion, how he was ^‘fortunsB 
saevitia ad amplectendam religionis caritatem adactus." He too 
places Swegen's baptism at this stage ; Quinetiaip cunctis circa 
se rite peractis, lavacri usum promptissimo religionis tenore per- 
cepit." He then, as well as the Roskild Chronicle, goes on to 
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t^ell of the churches and bishoprics which he founded, and especially 
how he brought the English Bishop Bernhard from Norway to 
Lund. But Adam (ii. 53) attributes all this to Cnut. Saxo 
becomes (191) almost affecting on Swegen's piety in his old ago ; 

Sveno senilis animae laboribus fessus, divinis rebus infatigabileiu 
ultimi temporis curam tribuit/' &c. 80 the Encomiast tells 

us of the good and Christian advice, as ivell as the instructioiiH in 
the art of government, which he gave to his son Cnut before liis 
death ; “ Praesciens igitur dissolutionem sui corporis imininere, 
filium suum Cnutonem quern sccuni habuit ailvoeat, sese viain 
universse carnis ingrcdieiidum indieat. Cui dum multa de regni 
gubernaculo multaque hortaretur de Cliristiaiiitatis studio, Deo 
gratias, illi, virorum dignissimo sceptrum cominisit regale.” 

When we balance the two sets of authorities, 1 think we shall 
hardly be inclined to reject the implied witness of the (h-rman and 
English writers in favour either of a careless writer like Saxo or 
of an abandoned flatterer like the Encomiast. The English legiMid 
of his death implies a kind of half belief in the power of Saint 
Eadmund which is really not unlikely in such a ease. It has 
a kind of parallel in a story of a Danish chief, perhaps the 
Gutlirum-^thelstan who was found making a vow to Saint 
Patrick. (See Dr. Todd^s Introduction to the Wars of the 
Gaedhill and the Gaill, Ixiv, Ixv, xciii.) We have the like con- 
tradictions as to Swegeifs death. The Encomiast goes on to tell 
us how he prayed his son that his body might be taken to 
Denmark, and makes incidentally an admission of some imj)ortance. 
Swegen would not be buried in England ; noverat enim cpiia pro 
invasione regni illis odiosus erat populis.” lie then dies; “Nee 
inulto post postrema naturae persolvit debita, aniinam rernittendo 
ccelestibus, terras autern reddendo membra.” Saxo also (191) 
makes him die very quietly, perhat^s in the odour of sanctity ; 
** Omni humana concussione vacuus, in ipso perfectissirnae vit® 
fulgore decessit.” The English story, as it is told by Florence, 

I have given in the text. The Clironicle records only that he 
ended his days.” William of Malmesbury (ii. 179) had heard 
more stories tfian one ; ‘‘ pervasor . . . ainbiguum qua niorte, 

vitam effudit.” He then goes on to tell the story in a form 
slightly different from that of Florence : Swegen seems to have 
reached Bury and to be actually harrying the lands of Saint 
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Eadmund ; Dicitur quod terrain Sancti Edmundi depopulanti 
martyr idem per visum apparuerit, leniterque de miseria conventum 
insolentiusque respondentem in capite perculerit, quo dolore tactuui 
in proximo, ut prsedictum est, obiisse.” The Knytlinga Saga, c. 6 
(Johnstone, 89), makes Swegen’s death sudden, but says signi- 
ficantly that he died in his bed ; “ urdo f>au tidindi par, at Sveinn 
konungr Haralldsson vard braddaudr um nott i ’reckio sinni/’ The 
tale then goes on to speak of the legend as one told by English- 
men ; Oc er })at sogn Enskra manna, at Eadmundr hinn helgi 
hafi drepit hann, med f)eima hsetti sem Irnn helgi Mercurius drap 
Julianum riiding/' There is no mention of Saint Mercurius in 
Florence, but the comparison between Julian and Swegen, accord- 
ing to the English notion of Swegen, is obvious enough, and the 
name ‘‘niding^' (=the English niSing ”) applied to Julian is 
worth notice. In after times Orderic (518 A) attributes the death 
of Swegen to Saint Eadmund, but without details ; “ A sane to 
Edmundo jussu Dei peremptus est.” In Orderic's eyes Swegen is 
still vesanus idololatra."' The same story is told of the Bulgarian 
King Kalojohannes, who died before Thessalonica in 1207. 
was smitten by Saint D^m^trios, just as Swegen was by Saint 
Eadmund. See the Notes to Georgios Akropolites, p. 236 od. 
Bonn, and Jirecek, Geschichte der Bulgaren, p. 242. There is 
another tale of the same kind in p. 246. 

As for Swegen’s body, Thietmar (vii. 28) says, in a marked but 
not very clear way ; “ liujus proles, multuni in omnibus patris- 

santes, dilecti genitoris corpus delatum flebiliter suscipiunt et 
tumulant, et quidquid dedecoris patri suimet ingeri ab Anglis 
propositum est, paratis navibus ulcisci studebant.” This must be 
taken in connexion with the significant remark of the Encomiast 
quoted in the last paragraph. He presently goes on (ii. 3) to tell 
us how an English lady (“ qusedam matronarum Anglicarum ”) — 
had Swegen found his Eadgyth Swanneshals in England 1 — dug up 
the body which had been buried in England assumpto corporc 
Sueini regis sua in patria sepulti ”), embalmed it, and carried it in 
a ship to Denmark, She then summoned Cnut and Harold to 
come and bury their father in the place which he had himself 
appointed. They come accordingly and bury him honourably in 
the tomb which he had himself made in the minster of the Holy 
Trinity of his own rearing (*‘ honorificentiusque illud in monaaterio 
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in honore sanctae Trinltatls ab eodem rege constnicto, in sopulcro 
quod sibi paraverat recondunt From the Saga of Olaf Trygg- 
vesson (Johnstone, loi), which says nothing about the manner 
of Swegen's death, we find that this minster is Hoskild. “ Sveirn 
konungr andadist i Englandi oc faerdo Danir han til Uanmerkur oo 
grofo f)an i Hroiskeldo hia fodr sinum/' The English lady is lane 
left out. 


NOTE KR. p. 369. 

The Sekmon op Wuefstan or Lupus. 


There is, I suppose, no question that the person affectedly 
described as ‘‘Lupus” is really Archbishop Wulfstau. And 1 have 
little doubt in fixing the discourse to the year 1014. This is the 
date given in the heading of one of the manuscrii)ts, while anotlim* 
has 1008, In an insertion in the text itself the discourse is said 
to have been delivered four years before the <leath of yl^itlndrcd. 


“ Dis wees on JEJ^elredes cyningcs dagum gediht, feower geara iieco 
he forSferde.” This woidd at first sight look as if the right 
year were 1012. But the discourse itself contains a passage which 
shows that it must be later than yEthelrcd’s flight in 1013. The 
speaker says (p. 102) that the two most shameful deeds that can be 
done are to compass one’s lords death and to diive him out of tin 
land. Each of these crimes, he says, has been done in England 
(“ segSer is geworden on Sysum earde ); Eadwatd has been 
murdered ; we expect the speaker to add that A^lthelred has been 
driven out ; but either some words have been lost in the text or 
else Wulfstan left it to his hearers to fill up the gap for themselves. 
But in any case the passage would have no force or meaning at 
any time before ^Ithelred’s flight. And I am not suk. t lat it 
not possible, by a little chronological subtlety, to reconcile the < a e 
of 1014 with the other date of four years before the death oi 
^thelred. The year begins at different times in different reckon- 
ings. In a chronology which made the year begin at La.ly-da^ 
^thclred’s death on April 23, 10*6 would co.ne m a year 1016 
1017, while, if the sermon was preached before Marc i 25, y • 
thU might p.«lbly b. died the fourth your loiforc 
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the other. It may no doubt have been delivered just at the 
end of what we should call the year 1013, but the matter of the 
discourse agrees so well with the matter of the decrees of the Gemot 
of 1014 that one is strongly tempted to connect the two. It cannot 
in any case belong to 1012. See p. 361. 

It is remarkable how little strictly historical information the 
speech gives us. Indeed the one historical fact which it mentions 
is wrong, as Wulfstan says that the body of Eadward the Martyr 
was burned (“ Eadweard man forraede and syScSan acwealcle and 
a^fter J>am forbyernde ”). But it is none the less valuable as a 
picture of the wretchedness of the times, a picture which goes very 
much into detail in its general descriptions, though without men- 
tioning the names of persons or places. I have summed up most 
of the chief points in the text. Among the passages which are 
most worthy of notice are those which relate to the slave-trade. 
The orator first says (p. 100) ; 

“ Earme men syndon sare beswicene and hreowlice besyrwde and 
ut of )?ysum earde wide gesealde swyj)e unforworhte fremdum to 
gewealde, and cradolcild geSeowode )>urh wselhreowe unlaga for 
lytelre tSyfSe wide gynd tSas f>eode. And freo riht fornumene and 
tSrseb iht genyrwde and aelraesriht gewanode.^’ 

The other passage (102) says; 

‘‘ Eac we witan full georne hwaer seo yrmS gewearS f)8et feeder 
gesealde his beam wiS weorSe, and beam his modor, and broSor 
sealde oSerne fremdum to gewealde ut of Sisse 'Seode.'^ 

Slavery also brought its own punishment in other ways. The 
slaves often joined the heathen invaders (“Sell J^rmla hwylc hlaforde 
eethlaepe and of cristendoine to wicinge weorSe ”) ; sometimes a 
thegn's slave led his own master into slavery (“ and oft Jjrml Ssene 
Segen 5 e ser waes his hlaford, cnyt swytSe faeste and wyrcS him to 
Jpraele, Surh Godes yrre^'). The lustful excesses of Englishmen, 
several of whom would hire a harlot in common (p. 102), were 
avenged by the outrages of the invaders on the wives and daughters 
of English thegns (“ and oft tyne otSSe twelfe, selc after oGrum, 
scendaS and tawiaS to bismore micelum Sses Segenes cwenan, and 
hwilum his dohtor o'S'Se nyd magan ; J?aer he onlocaS J?a hete hine 
gylfne rancne and rincne and genoh godne ser f>8et gewurSe.'' 
p. 103. Cf. Herod, viii. 33). Two or three pirates drove all 
the people from sea to sea (“ oft twegen saemen odSe Sry hwilum 
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drifatS tSa drafe Cristenra manna fram see to sse nt t 5 url\ t'a's tSeode 
gewelede togaedere.” p. 103). 

Lastly, there is an apparent allusion to the capture of Cantoilmry 
and captivity of ^Ifheah and others, which certainly falls in better 
with my notion of that event than with the notion of a general 
massacre. “ We hym gyldatS singallice, and hy us hynat! doegh- 
wamlice ; hy hergiatS and hy hserna'S, rypaS and r<rp{/i^ ami to 
scipe loedaS.’' (p. 103). This almost sounds like the poem in 
the Chronicles about .dilfheah. One might almost have thought 
that the speech was made during the time of d^lfheah’s im- 
prisonment, hut the manifest allusion to the flight of yKthelrcd 
forbids this. 


NOTE SS. p. 372. 


The Childken of .iETHELiiEn. 

The list of the children of yEthelred, among the genealogies 
given by Elorence (i. 2 75 > Thorpe), is manifestly imperfect. He is 
there said to have had by his first wife yElfgifu, the daughter of 
Ealdorman ..Ethelberht, three sons, Eadmund, Ea<lwig, ami 
^thelstan, and one daughter, Eadgyth. He then mentions the 
two sons of Emma, J^^lfred and Eadward, but does not mention 
Emma’s daughter Godgifu. This list is copied by E. Higden (270) 
and Knighton (2314), only changing ^llfgifu daughter of yiCthel- 
berht into ^thelgifu daughter of Eegberht. The three sons of the 
first marriage here mentioned are those who survived to play a part 
in the history, but it appears from the charters that ^dfgifu, if 
that was her name, was the mother of several other sons. I (piote 
the doubtful charters along with the genuine ones, as this is the 
kind of point in which one who either forged a charter or wrote 
down a lost charter from memory would be sure to reproduce what 
he had seen in genuine documents. Thus in a <loubtM charter 
of 990 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 250) we have the signatures of ^the s an 
Eegberht or Ecgbriht, Eadmund, Eadred, Eadwig, Eadgar, and 
Eadward. All sign with the title of “ clito,’’ which is o coun^ 
equivalent to ^Etheling. In iii. 270, we have Ai-thelstan. 
Eadmund, and Eadred, all with the title of “regis films. ; 

308, a seemingly genuine charter of 998, we have le c 1 
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JSthelstan, Ecgbrilit, Eadmund, Eadred, Eadwig. In iii. 314 
{999) we have iEtlielstan and Eadred. In iii. 321 (1001) ^thel- 
stan, Ecgbriht, Eadmund, Eadred, Eadwig, and Eadgar; and the 
same list in iii. 325 (1002). At iii. 330, in a doubtful charter of 
1004, Ailthelstan, as the eldest son, signs on behalf of his brothers. 
In a genuine charter of the same year (iii. 334) we have the same 
list which I have already quoted with the omission of the name 
Eadred. In vi. 142 (1002) we have the same list with the name of 
Eadred. In another of the same year, vi. 146, the list stands, 
JGthelstan, Ecgbriht, Eadmund, Eadward, Eadwig, Eadgar. In 
vi. 153 (1005) the list is Ailthelstan, Ecgbriht, Eadmund, Eadric, 
Eadwig, Eadgar, Eadward. In 1007 (vi. 156) it stands, Aithel- 
stan, Eadmund, Eadred, Eadwig, Eadgar, Eadward. In another of 
the same year (vi. 159) ^Ethelstan signs on behalf of all his 
brothers (“Ego ^Selstanus filius regis cupi fratribus meis clitoni- 
bus adplaiidens consensi''). In a doubtful charter of 1013 (vi. 166) 
the signatures are JEthelstan, Eadmund, Eadward, i^^lfred, and 
Eadwig, and in a genuine one of 1014 (vi. 169) we have Eadmund, 
Eadwig, Eadward, and iElfred. Lastly, in 1015 (vi. 171) we have 
Eadmund and Eadward only. 

From all this it seems certain that iEthelstan was the eldest son 
and Eadmund the third, the intermediate brother Ecgbriht dying, 
it would seem, about 1005* ^1^ becomes an important point 

whether iEthelstan was alive at the time of his father’s death. This I 
shall discuss in another Note. His will (iii. 361), a very important 
document, of which I shall have to speak again, is witnessed by 
p]admund, and contains bequests both to him and to Eadwig. We 
may perhaps also infer that Eadred was dead as well as Ecgbriht, 
and Eadric also, if the single signature of that name be not a 
mistake. But from the mention of “brothers'" (“fratrcs”) of 
Eadmund as surviving him (see page 405) one might be inclined 
to think that one at least of Eadmund’s younger brothers, besides 
Eadwig, was alive at the beginning of 1017. For Cnut had much 
more reason to dread opposition from Eadmund's brothers of the 
whole blood than from the sons of Emma. And if iEthelstaii, 
Ecgbriht, and perhaps Eadred, were dead, Eadgar might be alive. 
There would also seem to have been an Eadward a son of the first 
marriage, as (to say nothing of the doubtful charter of 990, and of 
that of 984, mentioned below) Eadward the son of Emma could 
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not have signed in 1002, though he might in 1005, if the pen was 
held in the child's hand. If so, this elder Eadward doubtless died 
before the birth of his namesake. 


Of the daughters of the first marriage Florence mentions only 
Eadgyth the wife of Eadric. But we seem to have evidence 
enough for Wulfliild the wife of Ulfcytel (see p. 654) and for 
^Ifgifu the wife of Uhtred (see p. 330). We also need a fourth 
daughter to account for the King’s son-in-law -/Ethelstan, wlio di(‘<l 
in the battle of Kingniere (see p. 347). 

The mother of these children, as 1 have said, is called ])y 
Elorence ^ifgifu, the daughter of Ealdorman yEthelberht. 1 can- 
not however find any Ealdorman of that name. /Ethelrcd of 
Bievaux (X Scriptt. 362, 372) calls her the daughter of Karl 
Thored (see p. 661). William of Malmesbury (ii. 179) j)rofesses 
ignorance of her name, jyid speaks of lier birth as ignobh? ; ‘‘ Frat 
iste Edmundus non ex Emma natus, sed ex cpiadain alia ([iiain 
fama obscura recondit.” He then goes on to magnify Eadimind, 


saying that he was one ‘‘ qui patris ignaviam, matris ignobilitatein, 
virtute sua probe premeret si Parcee parcere nossent.” Roger of 
Wendover speaks nearly to the same effect in i. 451. I do not 
understand Lappenberg’s note ( 43 ^^3 Thorpe), where he 
quotes the Scholiast on Adam of Bremen as calling her “ Afiicud,” 
which he takes to be ^Ifised. Mr. Thorpe (l)ii>l. Angl. 542) 
further identifies her with the ^RhelHsed whose will lie has tlicnj 


printed. But, at least in Pertz’ edition (ii. 51, Schol. 39), the 
name is “ Afelrud,” and she is described as tlic step-motlier of 
Eadward the son of Eadgar, that is, of course, yhdfthryth. I 
would rather identify her with the ^:ifgifu whose will^ appears in 
Cod Dipl iii cannot belong to yl^fffgifu-Emma, as it 

.peak, of her sUter iElfw.ru ...a her Wether', wife efhhelll,.,]. 
(These three names again come together in tl.e will of Wynflicd, 
Cod. Dipl. iii. 293.) It reads to me like the will of a Kings wife, 
yet it contains bequests not only to the Jitheling hut to the Didy. 
Mr. Kemble gives it the date of 1012, and a bequest to Bishop 
^thelwold (1066-1014) shows that it eann^ 
date. Several questions arise out of this. as ^ lerc 
wife divorced to make room for the Norman ^dy ? ^ 

only a mistress or Dknish wife 1 I do not think she is ever eal kd 
“regina,” and ^thelred of Eievaux seems pointedly to contrast 
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with ^^regina Emma.” And again, were all these sons and 
daughters children of one mother ] There is a very strange 
charter (Cod. Dipl. iii. 204) which must be spurious or at least 
wrongly dated, as .^thelred, born in 969, cannot have had six 
sons in 984 ; but the signatures are worth notice from their very 
strangeness. They run thus, ^ESelstan,” ‘‘ Eadgar clito,” Ead- 
mund frater prsedicti clitonis,” ‘‘ Eadweard clito,” “ Eadward filius 
regis,” ‘‘ Eadwig frater clitonum.” This does not read like a list 
of sons of one mother. Lappenberg (u. s.) makes JEthelred marry 
in his seventeenth year, but I have not found his authority. At 
any rate his third son Eadmund cannot have been born, as Itoger 
of Wendover (i. 422) tells us, in 981, when ACthelred was twelve 
years old. 

It should again be noticed that in the will of .zEthelstan (Cofl. 
Dipl. iii. 363) there is no mention of his . mother, living or dead, 
and that he speaks of liis grandmother .dSlftbryth as having reared 
him ^IfSrySe mmre ealdormodor tSe me afedde ”). A^lfthrytli 
was living in 999, as appears by her signature in Cod. Dipl. iii. 
314 ; perhaps later, as she (Cod. Dipl. iii. 353) addresses a writ 
to Archbishop A^lfric who lived to 1006. The young Ajithelings 
and their grandmother are again spoken of in the will of Wynflsecl 
(Cod. Dipl. iii. 292), which, as mentioning Archbishop Sigeric, 
comes between 990 and 994, But here again is no mention of 
their mother, unless she lurks among the cloud of witnesses, 
‘^A^lfwaru, ^Ifgifu, and ^thelfiaed,” names which we have just 
before seen in company. 

I am afraid therefore that I must leave the first marriage of 
iEthelred shrouded in some obscurity. The Scandinavian writers 
cut the knot by giving all ^thelred's children to Emma. 
Thus in the Knytlinga Saga (Johnstone, 130) Cnut' is called 
Eadmund's step-father, and again (139) Emma is distinctly called 
the mother of Eadmund and his brothers. So Snorro ^ib. 97)? 
speaking of the Norman Dukes, says expressly that Emma, daughter 
of B.ichard and sister of Dukes William and Robert, whomever lie 
may mean, married ^thelred, and was mother of,JEadmund, Ead- 
ward the Good, Eadwig, and Eadgar (“ Eadmundr oc Eadvardr 
hinn godi, Eatvigr oc Eatgeir"). It is odd that the last two 
names should have been remembered. 

So Thietmar (Pertz, vii. 28) mistakes .lEthelstan and Eadmund 
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for children of Emma. Walter Map, on the other hand (Do Nugis, 
203), confounds the sons of Emma with their nephews^, the sons of 
Eadmund and Ealdgyth. At least Eadward and Allfred reached 
Normandy (see p. 361) only by the help of the Hungarian King. 
Cnut, having married Emma, tries in vain to find her sons ; 
“ Rapuerat enim cos, ut prjeparavit Altissimiis, a tunuiltu et 
turbine miles quidam, et clam in cymba positos in portum impulit, 
et regiis ornatos insigniis cum bi'evi cognitionis et cognationis 
eorum dispositioni divinae supposuit. llli antcm in die secundo a 
mercatoribus Pamioniae vagientes invcnti sunt, et ab linngarorum 
rege redempti, et ad avunculum suum diicem [Norniannorum sc.] 
remissi.” Tliis story is one of a whole class of tales of persons 
exposed in boats. See ECistorical Essays, First Series, p. 13. 

NOTE TT. p. 381. 


The Elections of Cnut and Eadmund. 

Cnut may be said to have been three times elected to the 
crown. The first time is in 1014, on the deatl> of his father 
Swegen (see p. 367). when the election was inailo wholly hy t le 
Danish fleet, and when the Witan of England passc.l their vote 
for the restoration of .^thelred. But on the doath of AA it n- 
he seems to have been moi’e regularly elected by a large ]>oitu)n a 
least of the English Witan. The fact is not stated in tl.c 
Chronicles, but it is distinctly affirmed by 1 lorence, am ^ ^ ' ’ 

of the Chronicles (ioi6), if carefully studied, will iierhaps be fouml 
to give the statement of Florence a negative confirmation. i is 
only the latest and least authoritative version of the 
the Canterbury manuscript, which states the election o .a( 
to have been an act of the Witan of all England ; And -ft 
[^tSelredes] ende ealle Angelcynnes witan geenron i 

cinge.” The three other Chronicler. “ V°1 bf» . r 

M more p.rtial end loenl. They »y only, ^ 

hi. endo ealle Sa reit.n fa on Lnndcno »a>r«„ '"' 3 , ,,, 

gecuron Eadmui^d^o cyninge Wh 

was the only place which still held ou , difficulty in 

in the power of Cnut, we shall probably have 

accepting the account in Florence, ^xs words ar a follow^^ 

“Cujus [^gelrcdi] post mortem, cpxscopi, abbates, duces. 

voL. I. ^ y 
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quique nobiliores Anglige, in nnum congregati, pari consensu, in 
doininuxn et regem eibi Canutum clegere, et ad eum in Sutharatonia 
venientes, omnemque progeniem regis uEgelredi coram illo ab- 
negando i‘ei)udiantes, pacem cum eo composuere, et fideiitatem illi 
juravere ; quibus et ille juravit quod, et secundum Deum et 
secundum seculum, fidelis esse vellet eis doniinus. At cives Lun- 
donienses, et pars nobilium, qui eo tempore consistebant Lundonise, 
clitonem Eadmundum unanimi consensu in regem levavere.” 

I accept then the double election, and there can be no doubt 
that the election of Eadmund was the earlier of the two. The 
Witan of his party were on the spot, while those who chose Cnut 
had to conic together from various places to Southampton. The 
election of Eadmund also seems to have been followed by a 
coronation, while the election of Cnut answered rather to the 
submission made to William at Berkhaippstead, between which 
and his coronation at Westminster some little time passed. Flo- 
rence seems pointedly to exclude a coronation of Cnut, while, 
though he does not distinctly affirm, he seems rather to imply the 
ceremony in the case of Eadmund. For he immediately adds, 
‘‘ qui solii regalis sublimatiis culmine, intrepidus West-Saxoniam 
adiit sine cunctationc.” And Eadmund’s coronation in Saint PauFs 
by Lyfing appears in three later, but two of them very respectable, 
authorities. Ealjih de Diceto, in his series of Archbishops of 
Canterbury (Ang. Sacr. ii. 683), says of Lyfing, Hie consecravit 
Edmundum Ferreum-Latus, et postinodum Cnutonem regem 
Dacise.'' So Bromton (904), Londonienses cum nonnulla parte 
procerum Edmundum filium regis Ethelredi in regem levaverunt, 
qui a Livingo Dorobernensi archiepiscopo apud Londonias con- 
secratus est.” And in the list of coronations iii the Rishanger 
volume (426) we read, 

‘‘Anno gratise inillesimosexto-decimo, Londoniis, coronatio 
Edmundi Ferrei Lateris, filii regis Ethelredi, qui in eodem anno 
proditionaliter interfectus, Glastoniae est sepultus. 

“Anno gratiae millesimo septimo-decimo, Londoniis, coronatio 
Cnutonis regis, filii David. Hie vicesimo regni anno mortuus, 
apud Wyntoniam est humatus.’* 

I have no notion whatever why Swegen or Otto should be called 
David ; but these entries in Rishanger, though not contemporary, 
are not the obiter dicta of a man who is carelessly compiling a 
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story, but the assertions of a man who is giving the results of 
his special inquiries into a special subject. As therefore there 
is no contemporary authority to set against them, and as they 
fit in with the slight indication in Florence, T accept them. 
Lyfiiig then was one of the AVitan who were in liondon with 
Eadmund, and he performed the ceremony of Eadimind’s royal 
consecration at once on his election. But Cniit remained un- 
crowned till after his second or third election after the death ot 
Eadmund. This was doubtless one reason among others why, in 
the agreement between Cnut and Eadmund, the Imperial dignity 
remained with the AVest-Saxon. 

It is worth noticing that both candidates were most likely chosen 
over the heads of their own elder brothers. Cnut clearly w'as so 


chosen at his first election by the Danish fleet. In choosing a suc- 
cessor to Swegen in his qonquered kingdom of England, Harold, who 
succeeded him in Denmark (see p. 366), was passed by in favour of 
his more promising brother. At the Soutliampton election ( nut 
was chosen on the same grouiuls on which WilHum was aftei wardR 
chosen, because he was the conqueror, and a conqueror far more fully 
in possession of the conquered land than William was in Dcccmhcr 
1066. If Harold had any share in the war, he was altogether 
overshadowed by his brother. But was Eadmund the eldest sur- 
viving sou of Jithelred? We have seen iu tlie last Note that 
he had two elder hrotliers, ^thclstan and Ecghrilit. Of these 
there can be little doubt that Ecgbriht was dead, 
is not so clear about iEthelstan. One story, which T slrnll Iiave 
to examine in the next Note, seems to hint that he took a pait 
in the war of Cnut and Eadmund and died during its course^ 
His will, of which I have already spoken and shall lave o spea 
again, was made during his father’s lifetime, but it does not follow 
that he died before his father. The point is an ohscure one, hu 
is worth inquiring into, for to choose a younger iro ler 
head of an elder, though a perfectly legal measure, 
and unusual one. If it be the fact, it ‘loes ^ 

brothers. The .merits of Eadmund must have ^-^ 1.1 too 
was thus preferred to an elder brother, while no p 
great for The conduct of ^thelstan in 

serving a younger brother thus of Cnut 

Another question arises as to th 

Y y a 
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at the time of the Southampton election. It is not very clear 
when Cnut was baptized ; our notices on this point have to 
be sought for in rather out of the way places. In the Aqui- 
tanian history of Ademar, iii. 55 (Pertz, iv. 140), we read, “Rex 
Canotus de Danamarcha paganus, mortuo Adalrado rege An- 
glorum, regnum ejus dolo cepit et reginam Anglorum in con- 
jugium accepit, quae erat soror comitis Kotomensis Richardi, et 
factus Christianus utraque regna tenuit, et quoscumque potuit ex 
paganis de Danamarcha ad fidem Christi pertraxit.” Another 
manuscript adds, “ Pater ejus paganus nomine Asqiiec solum reg- 
num de Danamarca tenuit/" “ Asquec "" as the name of Cnut’s 
father seems at first sight as incomprehensible as the name David, 
but Pertz is doubtless right in hinting that it is a corruption of 
his nickname Tveskiceg^ “Fork-beard,"" or, in plain English, Two- 
shag. The religion of Swegen, as we have seen, is a problem, 
but the chances are certainly against his son being baptized in his 
infancy. One Danish Chronicler, as we have already seen (see p. 
375), makes Cnut be baptized by Unwan, Archbishop of Bremen, 
in the middle of his war with ^thelred; and this may se^m to 
draw some confirmation from the statement of the Scholiast on 
Adam of Bremen, 38 (ii. 50); “ Knut, filius Suein regis, abjecto 
nomine gentilitatis, in baptismo Lambertus nomen accepit. Unde 
scriptum est in libro fraternitatis nostrge Lambrecht rex Danorum, 
et Imma regina, et Knut filius eorum, devote se commendaverunt 
orationibus fratrum Bremensium/' If Cnut was baptized by the 
name of Lambert, he was none the less always called by his 
heathen name, just as his father was never known as Otto, nor 
Rolf as Robert. We also read in Osbern"s tract on the Transla- 
tion of Saint JElfheah (Ang. Sacr. ii. 144) that Archbishop uEthel- 
noth was “ regi [Cnutoni] propterea quod ilium sancto chrismate 
livisset valde acceptus."" Tliis cannot refer to his coronation, which 
was not performed by ^thelnoth, and it can hardly refer to his bap- 
tism. I suspect therefore that it refers to confirmation, and that 
Cnut was confirmed at the time of the Southampton election. His 
case would thus be very like that of the elder Olaf (see above, 
p. 290), who was confirmed after a much earlier baptism at the 
time of his peace with -^thelred. The Christianity of Cnut at 
the time of that election is plainly implied in the words of the oath 
put into his mouth by Florence, 
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The final accession of Cnut after the deatli of EaJinund forms 
the first entry in each of the four Chronicles under the year 1017 ; 
^Her on J>issum geare Cnut kyning to eallon Augeleynuos 
[Englalandes, Ab.] rycer The Winchester Clironicle alone, in one 
of its short and occasional entries, says, “ Her Cnut wearS yecoren 
to kinge/' The expression in the other four is probaldy chosen 
advisedly; for, as Cnut succeeded by virtue of the terms of tlie 
Olney compact, there was no need of any formal election. Flo- 
rence, whose fuller account I have followed in the text, uses tlie 
words expressive of election only in a soH of incidental way; 

Ipse juraverunt illi quod euin rcgein sibi eligere vellent, ei( juc 
humiliter obedire.'^ What he chiefly insists on is the exaininatioji 
of the witnesses — false witnesses, as he says they were — to show 
that Cnut really was entitled to succeed under the conqmct. Flt)- 
rence divides the details of CnuFs accession between tlie two years 
1016 and 1017 ; he mfght thus be thouglit to speak of two distinct 
assemblies; but as there is no trace of more than one in the 
Chronicles, I am disposed to think that the two accounts are 
merely two narratives of the proceedings of the same Cemot, 
perhaps rather unskilfully borrowed from two sources. Florence 
begins the year on the first of January, and the ordinary session 
of a Midwinter Gemot, taking in the twelve days of Christmas, 
would really extend into both years. The coronation of Cnut, like 
the coronation of Harold, most likely took place on the fcMist of the 
Epiphany. We have seen that there is every reason to believe tliat 
the ceremony was performed in Saint PauVs by Archbishop Lyfing. 
The coronation, it must be remembei'ed, would involve tlie eccle- 
siastical election by clergy and people. Sec vol. iii. p. 627. 

How utterly the real story was forgotten, and above all how utterly 
the true position of Cnut at the time of his fatheFs death passed 
out of his mind, is nowhere better shown than in tlie version 
of Walter Map (De Nugis, 202). The English, according to him, 
especially the Londoners, were so tired of ^llthelred that they sent 
for help to Cnut, who, it would seem, had already foumled his 
Northern Empire. ‘‘Erat ilia tempestate regum omnium ditissi- 
mus et strenmssimus Dacorum rex Chnutus. Hie ab optimatibus 
Angliae vocatus, et frequentibus epistolis illectus, non invitis sed 
invitantibus Anglicis et cum gaudio suscipientibus, cum cxercitu 
nimio in Danesiam illapsus est, quse nunc usque dicitur a Dacis, ut 
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aiunt, Danesia.” (Where is ‘‘ Danesey 1 ^') Presently, Cnut comes, 
‘‘ab invitatoribus suis Londoniensibus susceptus.’^ 


NOTE VV. p. 383. 

The War of Cnut and Eadmund. 

The English narratives of this great year of battles agree well 
together on the whole, and I see no difficulty in accepting the story 
as it is given in them. The part played by Eadric is indeed hard 
to understand, but so is his career throughout, and I can see no 
ground for casting aside the unanimous witness of our authorities 
and placing any arbitrary conjecture in its stead. We have first 
the narrative in the Chronicles. The three elder versions agree 
together, with only the smallest verbal differences ; the later Can- 
terbury Chronicle gives the story in an abridged shape ; Florence, 
William of Malmesbury, and Henry of Huntingdon, tell essentially 
the same story. Their versions are plainly grounded on the history 
in the Chronicles, seemingly with some help from contemporary 
songs. This is especially plain in Henry of Huntingdon. II is 
narrative of this campaign, like his narrative of the campaign of 
Stamfordbridge (see vol. iii. p. 733), is a mere meagre abridgement 
till he reaches the battle of Assandun, when he lights up and gives 
a spirited account, which evidently comes from a ballad. In all 
these accounts, whether coming from Chroniclers or from minstrels, 
the treason of Eadric stands out distinctly. And it stands out 
no less distinctly in the account given from the Danish side by 
the author of the Encomium Emmee, of which I shall speak more 
presently. 

I will now mention a few points in detail, in which the English 
yvrriters differ from one another, or which call for attention on any 
other ground. 

It is, I think, plain that Eadmund, on leaving London, was at 
once accepted by the West-Saxons, or such part of them as he had 
been able to reach before he was overtaken by Cnut at Penselwood. 
These would be the forces of Somerset, Dorset, Devonshire, and 
part of Wiltshire. This we gather from Florence’s account of the 
battle of Sherstone. The Chronicle says distinctly, “ Eadmund 
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cy»g • • • gerad pa Westsexon, and him beali eall folc to.” So 
Florence more fully, “ Intrepidus West-Saxoiiiam adiit s^inc cuncta- 
tione, et ab omni populo magna susceptus gratulatioiie, siia^ ditioiii 
subegit earn citissime; quibns auditis multi Anglonim 
magna cum festinatione illi se dederunt voluntavie." 

No doubt, as soon as Eadmund's standard was once raised, 
volunteers would drop in from all parts which were not actually 
occupied by a Danish military force. The expressions of Floj-once 
implying something like a conquest, though of course a [)erfectly 
willing conquest, of Wessex by Eadnuind will be underslood if we 
remember that Cnut was actually the acknowledged King, by the 
choice of all the Witan who were not actually within tlie walls of 
London. I do not quite iniderstaud William of Malmesbury (ii. 
i8o), who seems to think that Eadmund took a force with liiui 
from London (^^opi3idani Edmundum in regeni coiielamaiit. lj)se, 
mox congregato exercitPt, apiid Pcjinam juxta (Jiliug(‘ham Dauos 
fugavif’), and that the West-Saxons did not acknowledge bini till 
after the battle of Slierstone — ‘‘quo facto Wcst-Saxonum eonversi 
animi^dominum legit iinum cognoverimt.” 

I see no reason to doubt that the Sccorstan of tbo Cbronieles is 
Shcrstone in Wiltshire, and not Chimney in Oxfordshire, as sug' 
gested by Mr. Thorpe in his note on Florence Mr. 1 horpo objects 
that Florence places the battle “in Hwiccia, and ihat Sln'r* 
stone, as being in Wiltshire, does not answer that desci ijition. 
But Florence also places the battle of Pen “in Dorsotauia,” wiiieh 
Pen Selwood is not, though Gillingham is. Put both Shershme 
and Pen Selwood are so near to the marclics of their r<‘sjH‘etiv(‘ 
shires, that military operations may well have extended in ]>oth 


cases beyond the border. 

As for the details of the battle of Shcrstone, 1 l.ave n.a.nly 
followed Florence. The story of Eadric pretcn.hng that I'.admund 
was dead no doubt comes from a ballad, hut I do not sec t lat t i.it 
makes it at all untrustworthy. A contemporary ballad, such as that 
of Maiden or the lost ballad on which Henry of Hun a.gdon n.us 
have founded his account of Stamfordhndge, is suic j veiy goix 
authority. ButVhile Florence and William of .Malmesbury place 
the story at Shcrstone, Henry of Huntingdon transfers it to 
Assandun; he therefore leaves out tlie incident of 
off the man’s head or otherwise professing to have killed Ladmund, 
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a story which was of course inconsistent with Eadric's position at 
Assandun, where he held a command on Eadmund's side. But 
this incident is surely an essential part of the story; it is not 
Florence and William who have added it, hut Henry who has left it 
out. William of Malmesbury simply says that Eadric gladium in 
maim tenens quern, in pugna quodam rustico impigre ceeso, cruen- 
tarat, Fugite, inquit, miseri, fugite, ecce, Hex vester hoc ense 
occisus est.” Florence is fuller ; Siquidera quum pugna vehemens 
esset, et Anglos fortiores esse cerneret, cujusdam viri, regi Ead- 
mundo facie capillisque simillimi, Osmeari nomine, capite amputate 
et in altum levato, exclamat Anglos frustra pugnare, dicens 

‘ Voa Dorsetenses, Domnani, Wiltonienses, 

Ami&so capite prsecipites fugite ; 

En domiui vestri caput Eadmundi Basilei 
Hie teneo maaibus, cedite quantocius.”' 

(The same stratagem is said to have been employed by an Eng- 
lish soldier at the Battl.e of the Standard. See ^thelred of Hievaux, 
X Scriptt. 345 ; Cujusdam prudentis viri figmento, qui caput 
unius occisi in altum erigens, regem clamabat occisum, revocati, 
vehementius solito irruunt in obstantes.^’ The story is told with 
great spirit by Peter of Langtoft, i. 480.) 

The metrical character of the speech given by Florence was first 
remarked by Professor Stubbs (R. Howden, i. 82); but we may be 
sure that both this and the other longer speech are merely expan- 
sions of the vigorous little bit of English given us in Henry of 
Huntingdon, Flet Engle, flet Engle, ded is Edmund,’' which are 
likely enough to be Eadric’s real words. Still the speech in Flo- 
rence is valuable (see above, p. 558). It helps us to the party 
divisions of Wessex at the moment of the battle. The Wilssetas 
are here reckoned among the followers of Eadmund, but Florence 
had just before said that Eadric, .^Elfmser, and ^Ifgar were there 
^ ‘‘cum Suthamtoniensibus et Wiltoniensibus provincialibus, in- 
numeraque populi multitudine in parte Danorum.” It is plain then 
that the northern and southern parts of Wiltshire were arrayed on 
opposite sides. The incident of Eadmund taking off his helmet 
and hurling his spear at Eadric is foand only in William of 
Malmesbury; “Fugissent continue Angli, nisi rex, cognita re, in 
editum quemdam collem procederet, ablata galea caput suum com- 
militonibus ostentans.” I hope that this is not copied from the 
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like story of William at Senlac ; it is an incident which mi^ht 
easily repeat itself ; and the notion of Eadmund getting on higher 
ground to show himself, falls in with the difference between a 
general fighting on foot like Eadmund and one fighting on horse- 
back like William. 

There is nothing in the English accounts which calls for special 
remark till we come to the battle of Assandnm. All the accounts 
agree as to the treason of Eadric at Aylesford. But it is to be 
noticed that the remark made in p. 417 as to the two classes ot 
treasons laid to the charge of Eadric applies here. The treasons 
reported at Sherstone and Assandun must be facts ; the tieasoii 
reported at Aylesford may have been only a general surmise. As 
to the order of events all agree, only Florence, in his reckoning, 
goes by the number of armies, Henry of Huntingdon by that ot 
battles. The third army fought two battles, one under the walls ot 


London, the other at Brentford. 

As for the battle of Assandun, I have no doubt that t le ino( tin 

Ashington is the true site. In June, 1866, I 
grouad with Mr. Dawkins, Florence in hand. Wc found that 
the place exactly answered his description, am a c 
compared it with the other authorities. Another spot which has 
been proposed is Aslidown in another part of I'^ssox 
its claims rest on the description of the hneonnas (ii. 9). 
.Esceoeduno loco, quod no. L.lini I”’'”' 

mterpretari.” But tl.i. only .how. the (o.-cq,. ; 

lu. Henry of Hunti„»d,n’. form 
from substituting the later genitive asses or possibly 

from a confusion with iElfred’s yEscesdan in 871. o ] ^ J 
from a shrinking from so unheroic a ^ 

The modern form Assington or Ashington is t 

corruption which has changed ami Ed/«r/fo"- 

Alfred’s Eth««dun into as swallowed up oti.ers 

The form in -^n.J is so common that it ^ Canew.lon, the 

which are less, familiar As or 

local explanation which conne ^ 

certainly very tempting, tliougi 1 Carendim 

it cut of But the i. . very 

is clearly corrupt, and the pronunciation Oanew 
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recent corruption, savouring of the schoolmaster. On the lips of 
the oldest inhabitant it is distinctly Canewdon, which brings us 
near, if not to CmUo, at least to Canutus, 

The battle of Assandun was distinctly a national struggle on the 
English side. In the words of the Chronicles, peer ahte Cnut 
sige, and gefeht him ealle Eiigla peode.’^ So just before, Eadmund’s 
army is called “ ealle Engla peode,” and Elorence says that he 
came “ cum exercitu quein de tota Anglia contraxcrat.'' The 
presence of Ulfcytel and Godwine witnesses to the presence of 
the forces of such strongly Danish districts as East-Anglia and 
even distant Eindesey, while Eadric is distinctly marked in Elo- 
rence as commanding, among other forces, the equally distant 
Magessetas ; “ cum IMagesetensibus et excrcitus parte cui pimerat.” 

My account of the battle comes from three sources. The strictly 
military part of it, the arrangements and intentions of the two 
generals, comes from Florence. The poetical pai't, the picture of 
the King by his Standard and his charge upon the enemy, comes 
from Henry of Huntingdon ; I have even ventured to bring in 
a few touches from the Encomiast, whose account of this one Wttle 
seems to be historical. But it must be remembered that the 
stratagem of Eadric, which Florence and William of Malmesbury 
place at Sherstone, is by Henry of Huntingdon moved to Assan- 
dun. Eadmund, in his gi*eat charge, has nearly reached CnuFs 
post in the Danish army, when Eadric cries out Fiet Engle, &c., 
takes to flight himself, and the rest of the English army follow 
liim. I hope that I have already shown that the story of 
Eadmund’s pretended death is in its place at Sherstone, and that 
its details have been changed to make it suit the circumstances of 
Assandun. It is also plain from the other accounts that, though 
the flight of Eadric greatly weakened the English forces, yet the 
battle went on long after. 

I will now turn to the foreign accounts, beginning with the 
absolutely contemporary Thietmar. We have seen something of 
him when dealing with the accounts of the martyrdom of ^Ifheah. 
Thietmar clearly took a deep interest in English affairs without 
fully understanding them. He wrote down the accounts which he 
heard at the time as well as he could make them out, but in so 
doing he often made havoc of his story. Still an author to whom 
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the struggle of Cnut and Eadmuiid was the latest piece of foreign 
news must have his use ; and we shall find tliat Thietmar here, 
as before, gives us some hints which, if used cautiously, may be of 
great value. His account is full of blunders, but there is nothing 
of perversion, romance, or colouring. His story (vii. 28, ap. Rntz, 
iii. 849) runs thus. After the death of yEthelred, Harold and 
Cnut the sons of Swegen, with their Earl Tliurgut (“cum diice 
suimet Thurguto”), besiege London witli 340 sliips, each manned 
by eighty men. The city was defended by the T^ady Emma — who 
is described as “ tristis nece viri suimet ct defensoris — with her 
two sons ACthelstan and Eadmund — ^thelriars first family btang 
as usual mistaken for children of Emma — together with two 
Bishops and other chief men (“ duobiis cpiscopis ceterisqm^ ])riina- 
tibus ”). The siege lasted six months; at last the Lady, tiretl out 
(“ bello defatigata assiduo'^), asked for peace. The Daiu's de- 
manded the surrender of the two ACtlielings to bo put to d('ath, the 
payment of 15,000 pounds of silver as tlie Lady’s ransom, of 12,000 
pounds as the ransom of the Bishops, the surrender of all tlic eoats 
of maM ill the city, 24,000 in number (“ numcrus incr(‘(li]>i]is ’), 
and of 300 hostages. If these terms arc not agreed to, all would 
be put to death (“ sin autom, omiies ter clamahaiit cos ima gladio 
perituros”). The Lady (“ veiierabilis i^cgina — I need not say 
that this is a mere title of honour ami has no reference to the agi? 
of the future bride of Cnut), after some liesitntion, consents to 
these terms. The H^itheliiigs escaped by night in a litth^ boat, 
and forthwith begin to gather a fin ce for the relief of theii mol bet 
and of the city. Eadmund one day falls in witli Tliurgnt, who 
was engaged in plundering. A drawn battle follows, in whicli 
bothTlmrgut and Eadmund are killed. The Danes go back to 
their ships, and hearing that A^thelstan is coming witli a Liitish 
force to the relief of the city (“ intelligentes urbi solatium ab 
JEthelsteno suiierstite et Britannis venientibus afPeni tiny 
raised the siege after killing or mutilating their hostage^ (“ tnin- 
catis obsidibus”). The strictly contemporary character .d tlie 
account is showi\ by the prayer with which tlie Lisiiop o . e 
burg winds up bis story; “ Et destruat eos [Darios] atquc j 
protector in se sperantium Deus, ne uniqrram soli to us vt* 
iioceant fidelibus. In erei^tione civitatis ilHus gaudearaus e 
cetero lugeamus.’^ 
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This account sounds very wild, and it is easy to show that there 
are plenty of mistakes in it. But written as it was at the very 
time, while the final upshot of the war was still uncei-tain, it 
suggests some very important points. To mistake ^thelstan and 
Eadmund for sons of Emma was a common and easy blunder. 
But to suppose that Emma had come back to England with 
JEthelred, that she was now in London, that, with or without 
the consent of Eadmund, she entered into negotiations with 
Cnut, are statements which are not found in our Chronicles, 
but which do not contradict what is found there. They are 
statements which are perfectly possible ; they may even throw 
light on the marriage of Cnut and Emma in the next year. The 
mention of the two Bishops again falls in with the fact, which 
we have got at in another way, that Archbishop Lyfing was 
in the city. Then, though it is quite certain that London did 
not stand a continuous siege of six months, beginning with July 
ioi6, yet London must have been besieged off and on for about 
that time in the course of the year ioi6. Then the death of 
Eadmund is of course wrongly given, and the death of T^iurkill 
also, if by Thurgut we are to understand Thurkill. But this last 
point is by no means clear, as Thietmar goes on immediately to 
tell the story of ^Elfheah, in which Thurkill, though not A^lfheah 
(see above, p. 677), appears with his right name. But the thing 
which is most remarkable in this account is the mention of Harold 
the brother of Cnut and of JEthelstan the brother of Eadmund. 
Harold and ^thelstan are men whose existence we know, but not 
much more about them. There was no temptation to bring them 
in, unless they had really played a pai*t in the war. I think we 
may infer that Harold did accompany Cnut, and that jEthelstan 
had a share in the campaign — that is, that he did not die before 
his father (see above, p. 691). Moreover Thietmar, who called 
.(Elflieah Dunstan, was quite capable of confounding the two 
brothers and transposing their names. Let us only read Eadmund 
for ^thelstan and -^Ithelstan for Eadmund, and we get a consistent 
and probable narrative. The tale was probably J^^old Thietmar 
some one who came from London and who did not enlarge on tin 
western fights of Pen Selwood and Sherstone. He dwelt mainlj 
on what happened in and near his own city, ^thelstan, it wouh 
seem, was killed, as is perfectly probable, in one of the battles nea 
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Tjondon or in some unrecorded skirmish. The Danes raise the 
siege, as we know that they twice did, before the arniies of 
Eadmund. Those armies, levied mainly in the western shires, 
are by Thietmar called BritannL This expression is one of the 
most remarkable in the whole story. It must have some special 
force ; it is not Thietmar's usual way of speaking of Englishmen. 
We can hardly doubt that Thietmar's English informant, s})eaking 
of troops levied mainly within the shires of the old Wealheyn, 
spoke of them as Brettas or Wealas, Altogether I look on this 
account as worthy of all heed. I have not ventured to insert the 
death of jEthelstan or the negotiation between Emma and Cnut in 
the text as thoroughly ascertained facts, but I certainly look upon 
both as highly probable. 


I must now turn to a foreign writer of (luite another character, 
the Encomiast of Eniina. I have already mentioned (koc above, 
p. 670) how he makes Thurkill bring Cnut into England. Tins 
is before the death of ^Ithelred. He now (ii. 6) goes on to tell us 
how, -before Cnut himself landed, Thmkill dctenuiue.l to wm 
Cnut’s favour by some great exploit. He therefore lauds m what 
part of England it is not said, with the crews of forty ships, a, ul 
fights the battle of Sherstone (“ascendit cum suis c navihus 
dirigens aciem contra Anglorum impetnm qui tunc m loco Scorastan 
dicto fuerat congregatus ”) all by himself agam-st an Enghsh force 
of more than double his numbers Danorum 
medietati hostium minime par fuerat”), over whom 1 of 
gains a complete victory. Eric then (see p. .379), ^ 

example of Thurkill, is allowed to go on 

which he fights several battles and wins nine 1 further 

then seemingly looking on the country as his own, foih ds furt 

orders a strict siege to be laid * . ’ , fu^cy ^as 

tern,” and wUeh .1,. ,vr,t„r 

«„n.h.,”). Ju,. a. ‘‘r 7' " h, orfer 

according to the Encomiaat, y Panea and Engliah- 

thatCnnt „igh. enter “^““1 pHque ,.i o™„e. 

men might have a hreathi 8 P ’ ^ intuens has gentes taiito 

homines vult magis salvare qua p > 
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periculo laborare, eum principem qui interius civitati prsesidebat 
educens e corpore, juiixit quieti sempiteriige, ut eo defuncto liber 
Cnutoni iiigressus pateret, et utrique populo confecta pace paulisper 
respirare copia esset.” The citizens accordingly bury iEthelred and 
make a capitulation with Cnut, by which the city is surrendered 
to him. Cnut accordingly enters the city, and if not crowned, is 
at least enthroned ; Cnuto civitatem intravit, et in solio regni 
resedit.” But a part of the troops within the city disapprove of 
the agreement with Cnut, so on the night after his entrance they 
leave the city with a young man called Eadmund, a son of the late 
King; ‘'cum filio defuncti principis egressi sunt civitatem;'' so 
directly after “ JEdmund, sic enim juvenis qui exercitum collegerat 
dictus est." Eadmund easily gathers an army, because the English 
were more inclined to him than they were to Cnut ; “ ncc 
quieverunt quousque omnes pene Anglos sibi magis adhuc adclines 
quam Cnutoni conglobarent." Cnut is meanwhile in London, but 
finding that he cannot trust the Londoners, he first repairs his 
ships, and then leaves the city and winters in Sheppey, having 
declined an offer of single combat made to him by Eadlhund. 
Eadmund enters London, where he is joyfully received, and spends 
the winter, having Eadric with him as his chief counsellor (“ erat 
quoque ejus partis comes primus Edricus, consiliis pollens, scd 
tamen dolositate vcrsipellis, quern sibi ad aurem posuerat jjEdmund 
in omnibus negotiis"). The next Lent is spent by Eadmund in 
gathering a vast force with the intention of driving Cnut out of 
the country. The story now becomes more trustworthy, and we 
get a spirited account of the battle of Assandun, from which I have 
not scrupled to draw largely in the text. I need only mention here 
that the treacherous flight of Eadric is as distinctly asserted as in 
any English account. The only difference is that it is placed before 
the battle has actually begun. The words are, 

“ Ibique, nondum congressione facta, Edric, quern primum comi- 
tem -^Edmundi diximus, hsec suis intulit aiffamina, ‘E^ugiamus, 0 
socii, vitamque subtrahamus morte imminent!, alioquin occumbe 
mus illico, Danorum enim duritiam nosco.' Et velato vexillo quod 
dextra gestabat, dans tergum hostibus, magnam partem militum 
bello fraudabat. Et, ut quidara aiunt, hoc non caussa egit timoris 
Bed doloBitatis, ut postea claruit ; quia hoc eum clam Danis pro- 
misisse, nescio quo pro beneficio, asBeii;io multorum dicit.” 
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The Scandinavian writers are, if possible, yet more wonderful. 
In the Saga of Olaf Haraldsson (Laing, i. 8; Johnstone, 89) we 
read how, when ^^thelred came back from Normandy, or, aecorcUng 
to this account, from Flanders, Olaf took service under him and 
joined in an attack on London, which was then held by the Danes. 
Olaf with his ships breaks down London bridge and takes South- 
wark, on which the Londoners surrender and receive yFthelred. 
Olaf passes the winter in England, and, strange to say, fights the 
battle of Ringmere in Ulfcytcl’s laud (p. 93); atto ]?elr 

orrosto micla a Hringmarahcidi a Dlfkelslandi, Jiat riki atti f)a 
Ulfkell Snillingr.’' (See above, p, 634.) By a yet more amazing 
confusion Olaf is next made to take Canterbui y; he then has the 
general command of all England, where he stays three years. In 
the third year ^Ethelred dies, and is succeeded by his sons Ead- 
mund and Eadward. Olaf now leaves England, and performs 


divers exploits in VoXlcmul or Caul. Meanwhile Cnut and Eric 
come into England, where Eric fights a battle near London, in 
which Ulfcytcl is killed, Cnut fights several battles with the sons 
of ^helred with various success. He then marries Emma, by 
whom he has three children, Harold, Harthaenut, and Gunbild. 


He then divides the kingdom with Eadmund, who is ]>re>ently 
killed by Eadric Streona. Cnut now drives all the sons of JOthelred 
out of England; they take refuge at Rouen in Valland, where Olaf 
joins them. They lay plans for recovering England from Cnut, 
Northumberland being promised to Olaf. Olaf sends over his 
foster-father Rana (sec p. 404) into England, who spends a winter 
there, collecting forces. Iii the spring Olaf and the ^^ons of / A le - 
red go over into England themselves, but after some fighting, the 
power of Cnut is found to be too strong for them, so Olaf goes into 
Norway and the sons of ^thelred return to Valland. 

Not less amazing is the version in the Knytliiip Saga (c. 7-1 
Johnstone, 103 ct seqq.). Here again ^thclred is mai c o re^i^n 
after the death of Swegen with the help of Olaf. Cmi is on y 
years old at hi. father-, death ; .till, a. hi, brother Ito.U « 
L .ueeeed. in Jle.mark, After thnn, J-rs. .« • ' '-'“I 

that he shonld aaeert his elaim. to Eiiginiid. . o ' 
with the Earl. Erie .«d Ulf, end rritl. Hen...g and “l^.he 
Tall, the »n, of St™t-Ba™ld ( J aWre, 
in England at a place called Eliot , 
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in Lindesey, They then take the town of Hemingburgh {“ Hem- 
ingaborg k England!^*) and go on conquering towards the south. 
In the autumn JEthelred dies, Emma is just about to leave Eng- 
land, when Cnut stops her and persuades her to marry him (se^ 
Appendix ZZ). The English now (p. 129) choose four Kings, 
sons of ^thelred and Emma (‘^Eptir andlat Adalrads konungs 
voru til konunga teknir synir bans oc Emmu drotningar ”). The 
eldest is Eadmund the Strong Jatmundr enn sterki”), the others 
Eadgar, Eadwig, and Eadward the Good Jatvardr enn godi,” see 
above, p. 688), The battle of Sherstone is now fought, but one is 
rather surprised to find it fought in Northumberland by the banks 
of the Tees. Eadmund and Cnut both fight on horseback, and 
meet face to face in the battle. On a report that Eadmund is 
killed the English take to flight. . After this is placed the story of 
Qodwine^s introduction to Ulf (see Note ZZ). Cnut next defeats 
the sons of .^thelred in a battle at Brentford, then comes (p. 134) 
the battle of Assundun, which is described as ^^Assatun to the 
north of the Daneswood ’’ Knutr konungr atti ena )?ridu orrostu 
vid Adalradsyni, f>ar eem heita Assatun : vard )?ar en ^‘mikil 
orrosta: ]?at er nordr fra Danaskogum’’). A fourth battle and 
a fourth defeat of the English follows at Norwich. Eadmund and 
his brothers then take shelter in London. Cnut sails up the river 
and besieges the city. The English come out to %ht, and, while 
Cnut continues the siege, Eric, with some of the Thingmen, fights 
a battle against Ulfcytel (“ Ulfkell Snillingr ”) and puts him to 
flight. He then wins another battle at Ringmere. Cnut is still 
besieging Eadmund in London, when it is agreed that the kingdom 
shall be divided. Then follows the murder of Eadmund. (See 
Appendix WW.) 

All this is wonderful enough, but it is hardly so wonderful 
as what we read, not in any saga, but in the sober Annals of 
Eoskild (Langebek, i. 376); “Sven Angliam invasit, regem Adel- 
radum expulit et Britanniee fines potitus, vix tres menses supervixit. 
Post cujus mortem Edmundus filius Adelradi, quern Sveno expulit, 
Kanutum filium Suenonis et Olavum filium 01 avii?*egis Norwegise, 
qui ibi obsides fuerant, in vincula conjecit (see p. 375 ). . . . Mortuo 
Edmundo rege Anglorum filius Adelradus in regnum successit. 
Quod audiens Kanutus, veteris injuriae non immemor quara pater 
ejus sibi et Olavo intulerat, cum mille armatis navibus transfre- 
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tavit, et immensis viribus Angliam invasit, trieimium cum Adelrado 
certavit. Adelradus, fessus et bello et senio, quum obsidcretur in 
Londonia civitate, obiit, relinquens filium Edwardum, quern sus- 
cepit ab Ymma regina, quse fuit filia Rotbberti comitis. Kauutus 
victor exsistens, ipsam Ymmam duxit uxorem, genuitque ex ea 
filium Hartheknud.” 

It is hardly worth while examining these stories in detail, tliougli 
it would not be hard to point out some of their confusions and 
transpositions. They should make us thankful for the priceless 
heritage of our own Chronicles. 


NOTE WW. p. 395. 

The Conference op Cnut and Eadmund. 

The conference between Cnut and Eadmund has grown in the 
hands of many historians, from Henry of Huntingdon onwards, into 
a single combat between the two Kings, which, as >Ir. Eaylc says 
(Saxon Chronicles Parallel, 340), “became in the course of time one 
of the established sensation scenes of history.” The Chronicles and 
Florence know nothing of the story. The Chronicles simiily say, 
“ And coman begen Jia cyningas togeedre set Olaiiige,” and go on o 
mention the terms of the agreement. So Florence, ^ “ 

fuller ; “ Dein uterque rex in insulam quse Olanege appc la ur, e es 
in ipsius fluminis medio sita, trabariis advehitur, ubi pace, •un>c. la, 
fraternitate, et pacto et sacramentis confirmata, regnum 
The Knytlinga Saga knows nothing of the story, and le .1 
(ii. 12, 13) describes at great length the negotiation which ed to the 
division of the kingdom, without any reference to ^ <=ombid 
Earle ingeniously suggests that the notion of t le com la 
a misunderstanding of the words of the Chronicles, as the w 
“coman togmdre” might mean either a hostile meeting or a y 

conference, — the latter of course being their meaning ' 

It U hardly worth whUe to at 
versions, but the utterly different accoun VValter Map, 

htwy H,.ry ol 

. »ew .rtoy to Glouctototohito. »d 
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the two armies are standing ready for battle, quum infestis signis 
constitissent.” Then Eadmund, to spare further bloodshed ne duo 
homunculi propter ambitionem regnandi tot subjectorum sanguine 
culparentur ”), proposes a single combat. This challenge Cnut re- 
fuses, on the ground that he would have no chance against a man so 
much bigger and stronger than himself as Eadmund was ; Abnuit 
prorsus, pronuncians animo se quidem excellere sed contra tarn 
ingentis molis hominem corpusculo diffidere.” He proposes instead 
that, as each of them had a fair claim to a kingdom which had 
been held by his father (*' quia ambo non indebite regnum efflagitent, 
quod patres amborum tenuerint ”), instead of fighting for the king- 
dom, they should divide it between them. The armies on both 
sides agree, and the division is quietly carried out, though seem- 
ingly against the wishes of Eadmund, who is spoken of as 
unanimi clamore omnium superatus.” In Henry of Huntingdon 
(M. H. B. 756 C, D), when the armies are gathered together in 
Grloucestershire for the seventh time, the chief men proceres ”), 
seemingly on both sides, agree that, instead of another battle, the 
two Kings shall decide the matter by single combat pugnent 
singulariter qui regnare student singulariter ’’). The Kings ap- 
prove, and Henry adds, nec enim mediocris erat rex Cnut 
probitatis.” They fight therefore in Gluey (‘^positi igitur reges in 
Olanie duellum inceperunt ”). Henry of Huntingdon seems to 
have been not quite clear whether he ought to describe a French 
tournament or a Scandinavian Jiolmgang. There is no mention of 
horses, but we read of the lances being broken, and it is not till 
then that the champions draw their swords. Then the fight really 
begins. The people on each side behold and listen to the horri- 
biles tinnitus et igncas collisiones,” which most likely come from 
a ballad. The strength of Eadmund however has the better of it 
tandem vigor incomparabilis Edmundi fulminare coepit.” Sec 
above, p. 392). Cnut resists manfully, but begins to fear for hii 
life; he therefore proposes that they shall fight no longer, bu 
divide the kingdom and become sworn brothers {“ fratres adop 
tivi”). Eadmund agrees (^'his verbis juveni^ mens generos 
delinita est ”), and they exchange the kiss of peace. Walter Ha 
(De Nugis, 204) has yet another version. The armies meet or 
another apud Durherst in valle Gloucestrim super Sabrinam 
The Danes have the larger host Chnutus dimidium Angh 
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cum Dacis adduxerat”). Still the Danes are afraid, because i>t‘ 
the valour of the English and their own unjust cause. They 
therefore demand that the matter shall be settled by a single 
combat of champions (“ Fiat pro hello duellum, et victur i)ugil 
domino suo regnum obtiiicat ejetcris in pace dimisis”). Eadiuuiul 
determines to fight himself and not by a eluimpion ; so Cnut deter- 
mines to do the same quatinus informis absit imparitas, par 
enim congressio regiim et bene coiisona”). Tliey meet in the 
island on horseback, their horses are killed, and they fight on 
foot. The personal description of the Kings is quite unlike any other 


Chnutus procerus et major ct altus, FAlnumdum grandoin el 
planum, i.e. mediocriter pinguem, tarn probo tarn iinprobo fatigavit 
assultu”). They exchange sareasms^and go on fighting, till the 
Danes, seeing Cnut in danger, demand that the Kings should make 
a treaty. They accordingly agree to divide the kingdom and to 

become sworn brothers* Daci in fonliis eos hujusmodi 

multis coegerunt prccibiis et lacrymis, quatinus oe<iualiter inter 
eos divisum possidcrent tota vita sua regnum, et post mortem 
altcri«is succederet superstes in solidum, factuiuc sunt ibi fratres 
et amici, fideque firmissima conglutinati ”). lh>g^‘i- AVendover 
(i. 457-459) tells the same story, but at much greater length and 
with a much greater display of eloquence. He attributes the first 
proposal of the single combat to Eadric (-iniipuis dux Eadricus ). 
The fight and the proposal on the part of Cnut arc essentia > ic 
same as in Henry of Huntingdon. Cnut n.ake.s a long sporch, 
in which he sets forth the greatness of his own dominion in wo.ds 
which would have been somewhat beyond the ^ 

later (“ mihi Dacia servit/ mild Norwegia sucenmh. , mdn cx 
Suanorum manus dedit ”)• Besides the kiss of peace, the e^ u . 
of arms and clothes is described (“in signum paeis ves es mut.nd 
et arma, fit Eadmundus Cnuto et Cnuto Eadrnnndus ). 
exehang; of garments is also mentioned by Elorcnce m ns account 
of the peaceful conference (“ ariuis et 

invicem discesserunt”); .“y^Kings he at all 

Malmesbury as .to the personal stature o n j f ,^e,.,lcd 
trustworthy, a judgement of Cyrus would presently have 
to restore the clothes to their former oiney, is 

::.rcLu.w, .. 
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and ty Walter Map, all of whom had local knowledge ; the other 
Chronicles do not mention its position. Mr. Earle (Parallel Chro- 
nicles, 341) places it close to Gloucester. I have not examined 
either place for the purpose, but I should be inclined to look on the 
witness of the Hwiccian writers as decisive. 

As for the terms of the treaty, three of the Chronicles simply 
assign Wessex to Eadmund and Mercia to Cnut. It was perhaps 
held that Cnut was already King of the Northumbrians, and that 
his possession of that kingdom could not be called in question. 
The Worcester Chronicle says more exactly, “and feng ]>b. Ead- 
mund cyng to Westsexan and Cnut to ]?am nortS dsele.’' Florence 
makes the important addition of East-Anglia, Essex, and London 
to the share of Eadmund. Henry of Huntingdon gives London 
to Cnut ; “ Edmundus regnum suscepit Westsexe, Cnut vero reg- 
num Merce suscipiens reversus est Londoniam.^' William of 
Malmesbury follows the three Chronicles. The Encomiast (ii. 1 3) 
talks simply of North and South. The English deputies say to 
Cnut, “Dominare in australV ^ — for which we must of cours« read 
‘^boreali” — “parte cum quiete, e regione autem sit noster iEd- 
mundus in finibus meridianae plagae.’^ Walter Map (De Nugis, 
206) gives quite another division ; “ Chnutus Lundoniam et illas 
trans Hichenild partes habebat, Edmundus alias. This reads like 
an utter turning about of the whole geography; the Icknild way 
is an approach to the frontier as traced by Florence ; only Cnut is 
placed in Wessex and East-Anglia, and Eadmund in the rest of the 
kingdom. I have no doubt as to accepting the line drawn by 
Florence. Ever since the extinction of the short-lived dynasty of 
Guthrum, we always find East-Anglia heartily throwing in its lot 
with Wessex, never with Mercia and Northumberland. 

The distinct statement that the Imperial supremacy was reserved 
to Eadmund is found, oddly enough, only in Roger of Wendover. 
His text runs thus; 

^‘Dividitur itaque regnum, Eadmundo dictante, inter duos, ita 
ut corona totius regni regi remaneai Eadmundo cedunt ergo in 
usus ejus totam Angliam ad australem plagam Thamesis fluminis, 
cum' Est-Sexia et Est- Anglia et civitate Londoniarum, quse caput 
est regni; Cnutone etiam aquilonales partes Anglise obtinente.” 

Roger would of course be by himself no authority on such a 
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point; but it is plain that he is copying Florence. In the text of 
Florence there is a gap, which can be filled up only, as Mr. Thorpe 
has filled it, with the words of Roger; 

West-Saxoniam, East-Angliam, East-Saxoniam cum London ia 
[civitate, et totam terrain ad australem plagam Taine^is iluininis 
obtinuit Eadmundus, Canute aquiloiiares partes Anglian obtinente ; 
corona tamcn] regni Eadmuiido mansit.” 

A certain superiority on the part of Eadmund appears also in 
the words of AVilliam of Malmeslmry; ‘M^'dnuindus . . . coiicordiiv 
indulsit, fcedusque cum Cnutone pcreussit, sibi AV(‘st-Saxoniain, illi 
concedens Merciam.” Henry of Huntingdon (756 C), on the other 
hand, falls into the mistake of supposing that (Jnut occupied Lon- 
don after the battle of Assandun, perhaps that he was crowned 


then ; “ Hex Cnut, tanta fretus victoria, Loiuloniam et sceptra 
cepit regalia.” In the Encomiast Cnut naturally takes a luity 
tone ; the other King is to be his tributary. Sucli at least seems 
to be the meaning of the words, “ Sed tamen veetigal etiam sua* 
partis vester rex, quicumque ille fuerit, cxereitui dabit inco. Hoc 
enim*illi debeo, ideoque aliter pactum non laudo.” it is hard 
to weigh the exact meaning of these rhetorical wrlteis, hut this 
sounds like something more lasting than the single Hanegold 
which was undoubtedly to be paid. This la^^t is witness d b\ 
the Chronicles. The Kings, among their other agreemcaits, “ Ixet 
gyld setton wiS pone here.” So Florence, “ Trihuto (juod elassica. 


manui penderctur statute.” , z-i . 

One point still remains. After the dcatli of Kadmun.l, Gnu , 
aecordin,. to the account in I'lorence, clahn.d his domnnons by 
virtue of the OIney compact. He asks the witnesses whether any 
provision had been made for the succession of the brot leis oi sons 
of Eadmund, in case Eadmund died before Cnut; “ ai eriogavi 

qualiter ipse et Eadmundus de fratribus e fib.s e,us.le , 

inter se loquuti fuissent. Utrum fratribus et filns ej.is hecie 

in regno Occidontalium Saxonum post patrem corum ^ 

® * t *11 ’’ the jiiiswcr wliicii 

Eadmundus moreretur vivente illo. y 

• i. Sc proculduhio bcirc quou 

I have g veil i» the text at p. 405 . f . 

f».sbu. »i. 

spirante neque moriente, comraendass , - t^.^torem esse 

Eadmundum regem vclle Canutum -’f g,,, 

rniorum ejus, donee regnandi *tatem habuissent. 1 loreucc g 
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on to «ay that their witness was false, and that the false witnesses 
were, when a convenient season came, characteristically put to 
death by Cnut. But an agreement that each King should succeed 
to the dominions of the other, that is, that the adoptive l)rother 
should be preferred to tlie brother by blood, is in every way likely. 
Such an agreement is directly asserted in the Knytlinga Saga, c. i6 
(Johnstone, 139). Cnut and Eadmund divide the land and swear 
that, if either of them dies childless, he shall succeed to the 
dominions of the other sva, at skipta skylldi i helminga lanndi 
med ]?eim, oc hafa halft riki hvarr, mcdan })eir lifdi ; enn ef 
annarrhvarr anndadiz bariilauss, J?a skylldi wsa taka allt rikit med 
frialsu, er eptir lifdi ; oc var su ssett eidum bunndin ”). In Saxo 
(192) the agreement between Cnut and Eadmund (whom he calls 
Eadward) is all on one side ; Cnut is to have half the kingdom 
while Eadmund lives, and the whole at his death (“ Edvardus . . . 
pactum cum hoste conseruit, ut quoad ipse viveret, Canutum 
dimidii regni consortem haberet, extinctus omnium honorum heere- 
dem relinqueret ”). This would seem to shut out Eadmund's 
children, which seems inconsistent with the account in Floi^nce. 
But some agreement to exclude the brothers on each side was 
almost necessary. A claim on the pai*t of one of the yEthelings to 
succeed Eadmund, a claim on the part of Harold of Denmark 
to succeed Cnut, would be almost sure to be put forward. And 
it might be thought to be on the whole for the common interest 
of both Kings to shut out such claims. The brothers on both 
sides were much more dangerous than the sons. Cnut most likely 
had no children as yet. And even if either of the doubtful brood 
of >Eifgifu of Northampton was already born, he must have still 
been in his cradle. So were the two little -/Ethelings, the clituii- 
culi*' of Florence, the sons of Eadmund and Ealdgyth. The words 
of the witnesses clearly imply that these children were put in a 
different position from their uncles. The possibility of their 
coming to the crown is recognized ; Cnut is to be their guardian 
till they are of age to reign. Of course this does not mean that 
he was to resign in their favour when they came ofc age ; it means 
only that they were to be in the same position as other minor 
Althelings, as the sons of ^thelred the First (see p. 109) or the 
sons of Eadmund the Magnificent (see p. 63). They were to be 
passed over for the present ; at any future vacancy they might 
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be elected or they might not. An arrangement of this kind seems 
to agree both with the words of the witnesses and with the circum- 
stances of the case. I assume of course that, if Cnut was to 
succeed Eadmund, Eadmund was equally to succeed Cnut, just as in 
the agreement between Harthacnut and Magnus (see p. 508). Ko 
other terms would be possible in an agreement between two sworn 
brothers, in which whatever superiority there was to be on either 
side was reserved to Eadmund. 


NOTE XX. p. 398. 


The Death of Eadmund. 

The Chronicles are silent as to the manner and iiliicc of Ead- 
mund’s death. All thal they say is, “pa to Hco And.ras nia'ssan 
forSferde se kyuii>g Eadmund.” Florence adds, “ doeessit Lun- 
donise.” He mentions neither Cnut nor Eadric, and in a later 
passage he seems to exclude Eadric. At least when Cnut puts 
Eadric to death, the reason is said to he, “ ()uia timehat msidiis 
ah eo aliquando circumvcniri, sicut domini sui priotvs yEgclredus 
et Eadmuudus frequenter sunt circumventi.” If Florence liad 
thought that Eadmund was killed by Eadric, he would surely have 
said so more plainly. The treasons of Ea.lric towards yEtI.elre. 
and towards Eadmund arc put on a level, and no one ever cl.arged 
Eadric with the death of yEthelred. Florence, as ns whole 
narrative shows, was not slack at attributing crumbs to Eadi.c, 
but that he had anything to do with the death ot b.admun. . 

"'SrL^utge of the Encomiast (ii. , 4) - obscure and mystjniou. 
and his way of speaking of the Deity may be thought shghtly 

„th,„po„.w ooo. >■“ ”»'r- “r 

the contention for the crown should be renewcl and "■ "f" 
Cnut might pos.»e the whole kingdom peueeahl,. the whole 

passage is remiirkable ; antiuu® doctrinal, scilicet 

“.Verumtamen Deus, memor^ pennanerc non posse, non 
ofnne regnum in ej^it c corpore, Anglorum 

loBgo post tempore superviveret, neuter regnaret 

misertus Imperu, ne forte, si uterque i 
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secure, et regnuiaa diatim adnihilaretur renovata contentione. . . . 
Cujus rei gratia eum Deus jusserit obire, mox deindc patuit ; quia 
universa regio illico Cnutonem sibi regem elegit, et eui ante omni 
conamine restitit, tunc sponte sua se illi et omnia sua subdidit.” 

Adam of Bremen, who is not very well versed in English 
genealogy, says (ii. 51), ‘‘Frater Adelradi Emund, vir bellicosus, 
in gratiam victoris veneno sublatus est.” The murderer, whether 
Eadric or any one else, is not mentioned, and the words, though 
they might be taken as accusing Cnut, perhaps rather point to 
a version more like some of those which I shall presently mention. 

We now come to the long string of English writers who accuse 
Eadric. William of Malmesbury (ii. 180) says that Eadmund died 
“ ambigiium quo casu extinctus;” he then goes on to mention the 
charge against Eadric as a rumour ; 

“ Fama Edricum infamat, quod favore alterius mortem ei per 
ministros porrexerit. Cubicularios regis fmsse duos, quibus omnem 
vitam suam commiserat, quoa pollicitation ibus illectos, et primo 
immanitatem flagitii exhorrentes, brevi complices suos effecisse. 
Ejus consilio ferreuin uncum, ad naturse requisita sedenti, imlocis 
posterioribus adegisse.” 

Here the deed is done by two chamberlains of Eadmund. # 
another version the actual murderer is a son of Eadric. The 
intention of this change is obvious. The son of Eadric is of course 
meant to be a son of Eadmund's sister Eadgyth, so that we get the 
additional horror of a sister s son killing his uncle. It was either 
forgotten that a son of Eadric and Eadgyth would be a mere child, 
or else to kill Eadmund by the hand of a child was thought to be 
a further improvement. The scene is also placed at Oxford. In 
this shape we get the tale in Henry of Huntingdon (M. H. B. 

756 D) ; 

“ Edmundus rex post paucos exhinc dies proditione occisus est 
apud Oxineford. Sic autem occisus est. Quum rex hostibus suis 
terribilis et timendissimus in regno floreret, ivit nocte quadam 
in domum evacuation is ad requisita naturae, ubi filius Edrici ducis 
in fovea secretaria delitescens consilio patris, regerp inter celanda 
cultello bis acuto percussit, et inter viscera ferrum figens, fugiens 
reliquit.*' 

Walter Map (De Nugis, 205—207) has a very strange story, *in 
which, among other things, he takes care to keep the whole tale 
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in his own part of Englanrl. He nowhere names Enilrie, hut, 
iv.^t as before in the case of JSthelred (see above, p. 658), he 
speaks of a servus ” whose relations to Eaduiuiul would seem 
to have been somewhat the same as those of Chiffineh to (. 3 iarles 
the Second. This man asks the King for the lands of Aliusterworth 
in Gloucestershire, a parish of which Walter himself was parson, 
and which, according to his account of tlie division (see above, j). 
708), would come within the share of Eadmund. The King (bu s 
not refuse the gift, but delays it. The servant })lans his death, 
and carries out his purpose at Alinsterworth hy much the same 
means as those described by William of Malmesbury mnl Henry 
of Huntingdon. The King, mortally wounded at Minstcirworth, is 
carried to die at Boss. 

Koger of AYendover (i. 459) tolls the story in nearly tlie same 
v»ords as Henry of Huntingdon, beginning witli a j)aneg)vie on 
Eadmund which is essentially the same as the ])anegyries on 
God wine, Harold, and others (see vol. ii. c. vii, and above, p. 400) ; 

Anglorum Eadmundus, dum justis in regno aj>i)ar(n-et mail' 
suetu* et pius ac injustis terribilis et crudelis, invidit (‘jus iionitaii 
dux et proditor Eadricus, Merciornm dominns, et (pialiter enin 
perderct infatigabilitcr cogitavit.’' The o])])i)rtnniiy conu-s wlien 
Eadmund is at Oxford, which is evidently looked on as a town 
within Eadric’s government. Tlie title “Merciornm is 

odd. We have heard of nothing like it since yKtiielred and ylOthel- 
flsed. See above, p. 574. 

Bromton (X Scriptt. 906) gives three versions, ilmt of Florenee, 
tliat of Henry of Huntingdon, and 11 tliird. He. d.'eides in iavour 
of that of Henry; “ Verior aliis et authentieior Imlalur.’' His 
other version contains quite a new story, tint one whii h shows that 
the story of the murder of yElflielm was running in tin loads 
of those who devised it. Nothing else could have suggisted the 
description of Eadric as “ Edricus perfidus corner .Vat-v-i.e semper 
proditor.” Eadmund and Faidric are now on good terms ; the 
Earl asks the King to visit him at his house, bcemingly either at 
Slirewsbury or »t Oxford. After the evening meal, the King is led 
to his bedroom. He there finds a figure of an arelier of wonderful 
workmanship, with his bow bent and an arrow ready to shoot 
He examines and touches it; the arrow goes off, and pierces and 
kills Eadmund, that being the end for which the ingenious piece of 
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mechanism was made. This introduction of a mechanical con- 
trivance instead of the simpler forms of murder which we find 
in the earlier forms of the story may be paralleled with the other 
mechanical contrivance which appears in the later forms of the 
story of Eadric^s own death. See Note BBB. 

Knighton (X Scriptt. 2316) brings in the death of Eadmund 
with a most amazing preface. Eadmund has reigned five years, 
and he is then put to death at Gloucester, seemingly by a vote of 
the Witan, on a charge of favouring 'the Danes, a precedent which 
seems not to liave been remembered in 1649. It seems to be only 
the manner of his death which is left to the ingenuity of Eadric. 
The words run thus ; 

‘‘ Edmundus quinto anno regni sui apud Gloverniam, pro eo 
quod barones sui suspicabantur eum proditorem et subversorem 
communis profectus regni sui a t^Tant, traitor, murderer, and 
public enemy ’’], eo ({uod nimis incliiiatus fuit antedictis Danis 
et praetulit eorum consilium, consilio reyiorum suorum juratorum 
fideliiun, incurrit mortem infra scriptam. De inorte ejus multse 
sunt opiniones, sed sufliciat una pro omnibus, quum sit j)er piVodi- 
tionem occisum Edrici.'' 

He then tells the story of the archer, which he calls unum 
tristeginn cum imagine ad similitudincm unius sagittarii."' Ducange 
(in voce) is puzzled at the tristegum,” wliich generally means a 
structure of three stages, whetlier a house or a moveable tower. 
Knighton then tells, as an alternative version, the story of Henry 
of Huntingdon, only making Eadric himself the actual murderer, 
but with a further alternative of the two chamberlains. He adds 
that Eadric at once went to the widowed Ealdgyth, took her two 
children from her, and carried them away to Cnut. 

With regard to the place where all this happened, we have seen that 
the Chroniclers are silent, that Florence names London, that Henry 
of Huntingdon names Oxford, while other writers name various other 
places. Amidst all this contradiction it is safest to cleave to 
Florence. But Mr. James Parker (History of Oxford, p. 26 and 
Postscriptum 3) argues strongly on behalf of Oxford. His best 
argument is that Oxford lies on the road between Gloucester and 
London, and that it is the last place within the Mercian jurisdiction 
of Eadric. But this assumes that Eadric was at this moment Earl 
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of the Mercians. He was so at an earlier and at a later time, and 
it is assumed in the version of Roger of Wendover that Oxford 
was at this time under his government. Rut the position of 
Eadric at this moment is qui uncertain, and a story of a murder 
done by Eadric in his own earhlom, especially a murder done at 
Oxford, seems to connect this story with the stories of .Klfhelm, 
Morkere, and Sigeferth, the former husband of I'ladmimd’s wife 
Ealdgyth. The mention of Shrewsbury in the so-called Rromlon 
clearly comes from the same mint, and it seems to me that tlie 
mention of cither Oxford or Shrewsbury is a part of the inytho- 
poeic process. Those who put together this version most likely 
forgot that Oxford lay within Cunt’s share of the kingdom. 


In none of these English vci’sions is it hinted that ( nut had any 
share in the deed. Eadric, in a later stage of the story, ph'ads the 
murder of Eadmund as a merit towards f’nut, and that is all. It 
is only by Cnut's own countrymen that he is dinadly ehaiged with 
the crime. The Knytlinga Saga (c. ; .lohnstomx i.V>) calmly 

tells as that Eadric, the confident and foster-brother of Radmnnd, 
killed him — we are not told how — on the ree' apt ol abiilu fiom^ 
Cnut. “Ileidrckr Striona hot cin rikr madr, rr /e tok lil aj 
Knuti Jeonumji, ct haiin sviki Jatmund konung, oe dneia hann 
nied mordvigi, oc Jwtta vnr hans bani ; llci.lrekr var )m fostri 
Jatmundar konungs, oe trudi hann honom seiii siulfun ser. ’ Saxo 
(192, 193) has a story how, seven years after the agioement with 
Eadmund, Cm.t is salutcl at supper by some nameh-ss person 
as King of all England. The beareis of the news then say that 
they have killed Eadmund to win Cnut’s favour, on which Cmit 
puts them to death. This is of course one version of the -h at I. 
of Eadric. See Note RBB. Saxo then adds, “ Memorant alii 
Edvardum [Edmundum, see above, p. 710] clandestmo (kmuti 
imperio occisum, ejusdcmquc jussu pieiiam a malefieis giatia 
demendm suspicionis exactam. Ut enim innoeentne suai falen. 
adstrueret, seque ei culpm affinem fuisse negaret, grav.us m s. ele- 
ratos con.sulend*nn putavit. Ea tamcn res primum re.ps apud 
domestieos/avorem quassavlt!’ These last wonls are very rema.k- 
able They seem to fall in with several hints from oti.er sources, 
which seem to show that Cnut, at least in his later days, was much 
less popular in Denmark than in England. 
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Snorro, in the Saga of Saint Olaf (Laing, ii. 21; Johnstone, 98), 
simply says that Eadric killed Eadmund ; A sama manadi drap 
Heinrekr Striona Eadmund konung/' But he adds that Cnut at 
once drove all the sons of ^thelred out of England, and quotes the 
poet Sigvat, who is also quoted in the Knytlinga Saga, who says 
that Cnut either killed or banished all the sons of A^lthelred. 

'*Oc senn sono Adalrads eda 

Slo hveni oc Utflaimdi Knutr.'* 

The allusion here must be either to Eadmund or to Eadwig (see the 
next Note), most likely to Eadmund. 

Of the manner of Eadmund’s death there is no mention in any of 
these writers. But the singularly base form of murder which so 
many Englisli writers attribute to Eadric or his emissaries was not 
without other examples in that age. The younger Dedi of Saxony 
was said to have been killed in this way in 1068, and Grozelo, Duke 
of Lotharingia, in 1078 (see Lambert in annis, pp. 74 and 221 of 
the lesser Pertz). And the great Countess herself is charged with 
doing the like to her husband “ Gigo, Duke of Normandy,” (Vit. 
Mat. c. viii ; Muratori, v. 393). It is also essentially the same as 
the way in which the defender of Stamfordbridge was killed (see 
Hen. Hunt. M. H. B. 762 B), and a large part of a German army 
is said to have been destroyed in nearly the same way when the 
Emperor Henry the Fifth invaded Poland in 1109. Dlugoss, 
Hist. Pol. lib. iv. vol. i. col. 378 (ed. Lips. 17 ii). 

And now as to the truth of the story. I think we can hardly do 
more than say, with William of Malmesbury, ambiguum quo 
casu extinctus.” Eadmund died at a moment most convenient for 
Cnut. Cnut therefore, whether he really had a hand in his death 
or not, was sure to be suspected of it. Eadric was held to be 
capable of every crime, and was popularly believed to be the actual 
doer of every crime that was done. Eadric therefore was sure 
to be suspected as well as Cnut. Eadric was doubtless capable of 
the crime; so, I fear, was Cnut also at this time of his life. But 
the direct evidence against either does not seem strong enough for 
a conviction. The silence of Florence, compared with his language 
elsewhere, tells in favour of Eadric. The silence of all the English 
writers tells in favour of Cnut. This silence could hardly be 
owing to his later popularity in England, which has thrown no 
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veil over the other crimes of his early reign. Florence can hanlly 
fail to have heard the charge both against Eadric and against (.hint, 
but, while speaking of their other crimes, he leaves this out. On 
the other hand, there is something which tells against Cnut in the 
studied obscurity and overdone piety of the special panegyrist of 
himself and his wife. 


NOTE YY. p. 406. 


The two Eadwios. 

Nothing can be plainer than that Eadwig King of the Cluirls 
is quite a different person from Eadwig the yEtholing. Tlie two 
are confounded by Hromton (907), who says, ‘‘Consilio Edrici 
exlegavit Edwinum, Eeltnundi regis fratrem, cpii reorleslimj, id 
est rex rusticorum, appellabatur ; postmodum tamen dolose re- 
conciliatus, factione secretariorum suorum fraudulentor oceisus 
est.” • 

I can offer no guess as to the reason of the singular surname of 
^‘ceorla cyning,” which is found in the three Chronicles, Abingdon, 
Worcester, and Peterborough. Nor can 1 say anything as to 
Eadwig^s earlier history. An Eadwig minister'’ signs a cliarfer 
of Allthelred in 1005 (Cod. Dipl. iii. 345 )» that, in 996, 

land at Bensington had been granted hy ^tliclred (vi. 136) to 
three brothers, Eadric, Eadwig, and Ealdred. As to fhe fate o 
the King of the Churls, the AVorcestcr and Peterborough Chronieles, 
followed by Florence, place his banishment in loi 7, Florence 
adding, ‘‘vero sequenti tempore cum rege pacificatiis est Eadwms. 
The Abingdon Chronicle puts off his banishment to the Gemot 
at Cirencester in 1020. Possibly he was outlawed, reconciled, and 

outlawed again. We hear nothing of his death. 

Of the W..g Eadwig, the We™»ler .„d 

Chroniclee (.0.7) «»■* “ff - Ktoe 

ttSeline.” Abijigdwi add", “Md oft hme hot oftlo™- . ' 

^ £ 1 Tins two stories which it is not very 

ith oae 
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Midwinter Gemot. The first version, under ioi6, immediately 
follows the vote by which the sons and brothers of Eadmund were 
set aside. It was followed by a vote of banishment against the 
^theling Eadwig — “ Eadwius egregius et reverendissimus regis 
Eadmundi germanus.” Then Cnut holds a conference with Eadric, 
and asks him if he can by any means beguile Eadwig to death 
(‘‘quomodo decipere posset Eadwium, ut mortis subiret peri- 
culum”). Eadric answers that there is a man fitter for the 
purpose than himself, namely a nobleman named ^thelweard — 
which of all the yEthelweards it is hard to say, but he is described 
as being ^‘ex nobilissimo genere Anglorum ortus.” yEthelweard, 
it seems, had better opportunities of familiar intercourse with the 
yEtheling than Eadric had. Cnut sends for A^thelweard and 
makes him the largest promises, if he will undertake the murder 
of Eadwig. Bring me his head,’’ says Cnut, and you shall 
be dearer to me than a brother.” -/Ethel weard undertakes the 
task, but, like Uhtred in the case of Thurbrand, without any 
intention of performing it. So Eadwig escapes, at least for one 
while. 

Directly after, under 1017, as soon as Elorcnce has recorded the 
fourfold division of England and the mutual oaths of Cnut and 
the English, he goes on to say that, by the advice of Eadric 
(^^consilio perfidi ducis Eadrici”), Cnut banished both Eadwigs 
(‘‘rex Canutus clitonem Eadwium, regis Eadmund igermanum, et 
Eadwium, qui rex appellabatur rusticorum, exlegavit”). He goes 
on to say that the King of the Churls was reconciled to Cnut, 
as I have already said, but that the ./Etheling was treacherously 
murdered within the year by Cnut’s order (“ Eadwius vero clito, 
deceptus illorum insidiis quos eotenus amicissimos habuit, jussu et 
petitione regis Canuti, eodem anno innocenter occiditur”). This 
account, which is perhaps really the same as the other, is of course 
founded on the Abingdon Chronicle. 

William of Malmesbury (ii. 180) has quite another story, which 
recognizes the outlawry, but makes the Altheling die a natural 
death. “ Frater ejus [Edmundi] ex matre Ed wins, ij,on adspernandse 
probitatis adolescens, per proditorem Edricum Anglia, jubente 
Cnutone, cessit ; diu terris jactatus et alto, angore animi ut fit 
corpus infectus, dum furtive . reditu inter Anglos delitescit, 
defungitur, et apud Tavistokium tumulatur.” 
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Now we must choose between these stories. The authority 
of Florence, backed as to the main outline of the tale by the 
Abingdon Chronicle, is in itself much higher than that of AVilliani 
of Malmesbury. But Florence’s authority is in this case somewhat 
lessened by the confused way in which lie tells the story twice 
over. Also tales of seci’ct conferences and assassinations an* 
always suspicious, and they are specially susjiieious w'hen they 
bring in the name of Eadric. If Eadwig died anyhow soon after 
his outlawry, people would be sure to say tliat he was made away 
with by Cnut and Eadric. But if he really was so made away 
with, it is hard to see how the story in William of iMalmesbury 
could arise. Also, if Eadwig was outlawed, and therefore banished, 
it is hard to see how even Eadric would have I In; ehanet; of 
murdering him, unless it is meant that he was treaeherously 
pursued during his days of grace, as Codwine is said to hav<! been 
(sec vol. ii. c. vii). It can hardly mean that the band of J'la<lric 
could reach banished men in foreign lands. 

The character of Cnut, at this stage of his career, ihrow's no 
light*on the matter either way. But it is amusing to see Thieiry 
turning the particular promise of ('nut to I'klnlweard into a 
general advertisement for the heads of his enemies; “ ‘ thii 
m’apportera la tete d’un de mes ennemis,’ disait le roi danois avec 
la ferocity d’un pirate, ‘me sera plus cher (jue s’il efait mon 
frdre.’ ” 


NOTE ZZ. p. 409- 

Thk Okioin of Eabu Ooowi.ne. 

The prominent position of Godwinc at the time of Cnut’s death 
is one of the mo.st conspicuous facts of our hi.story, and the com- 
bined evidence of the charters and of the Biographer of Eadwar.l 
has enabled me to trace up his greatness to the earliest days of 
Cnut’s reign. But, when we ask for the birth and parentage of 
the man who became the greatest of English subjects, who so 
nearly became the father of a new line of English kings, wc find 
ourselves involved in utter obscurity and contradiction. Was he 
the son of Child Wulfnoth th'e South-Saxon (see alxjve, p. 663) I 
Was he the great-nephew of the arch-traitor Eadric ? Or was he 
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the son of a churl somewhere near Sherstone, introduced by the 
Dane TJlf to the favour of Cnut 1 Or is it possible that none of 
these accounts rests on any sure foundation, and that we must 
remain altogether in the dark as to the birth of Godwine and the 
events of his early life ? 

I will begin with the one fact which appears to be certain, that 
is the name of Godwine’s father. While the accounts of him agree 
in nothing else, all who mention his father at all agree in giving 
him the name of Wulfnoth. (It is hardly worth while to mention 
that Fordun, v. ii, makes Godwine a son of Eadric.) I have 
therefore not scrupled to speak in the text of Godwine the son 
of Wulfnoth. Still, as Godwine was one of the commonest names 
at the time, it is not safe to assume every Godwine, or even every 
Wulfnoth, whom we come across to be the Godwine and the 
Wulfnoth with whom we are concerned. But any case in which 
the two names come together is at least worthy of notice. There 
is absolutely no evidence whether any of the many signatures of 
various Godwines in the later days of ^thelred belong to the 
great Earl or not. But when the iEtheling ^Ethelstan, in his 
will (Cod. Dipl. hi. 363), makes bequests to two Godwines, and 
distinguishes one of them as the son of Wulfnoth, this raises a 
strong presumption, though it does not reach positive proof, that 
our Godwine is the Godwine intended. And, if the expressions of 
the bequest fall in with any circumstances in any of the accounts 
of Godwine, we reach, though still not quite positive proof, yet 
certainly the highest degree of probability. 

What then is our available evidence on the subject ? Our own 
historians, as far as direct statement goes, are silent, Godwine 
appears in the Chronicles as Earl of the West-Saxons and as chief 
supporter of Harthaenut, without any hint as to who he was. 
The writers who speak of his exploits in the time of Cnut are 
equally silent. Even his own panegyrist, the Biographer of 
Eadward, has nothing whatever to tell us as to his origin. The 
silence of the Chronicles is not wonderful; they commonly take 
people’s position for granted, and introduce thejn without any 
particular description. But the absence of any direct statement 
in all our authorities, good and bad, is certainly remarkable, and 
the silence of Godwine’s own special admirer, the Biographer of 
Eadward, is very remarkable indeed. 
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But, though none of our own historians introduces Godwino as 
the son or nephew of Wulfnoth, or of Eadric, or of any one oho, 
yet we have, on authority which seems at first sight to he irre- 
sistible, two statements that a Wulfnoth was the father of God wine, 
one statement that Eadric was the great-uncle of God wine. Fhu'cnce 
(anno 1007), in a passage which I have discussed in otlier Notes 
(see pp. 655, 663), says that one of Eadrie's brothers was named 
jdEthelmser, and that ^thelinaer was the father of Wulfnoth, tlie 
father of Earl Godwine. The (Canterbury Chronicle (anno looH) 
describes Child Wulfnoth the South-Saxon as ^^Godwines fiinler 
eorles.^^ Most writers put these two statements tog(*tlu‘r, and 
assume Godwine to bo the son of Child Wulfnoth and (dnld 
Wulfnotli to be the nephew of Eadric. To me it seems that 
the two accounts are quite distinct, and that their statements 


are almost irreconcileable. Florence, who si)cak8 of (lodwinc 
the son of Wulfnoth as the nephew of Eadric, docs not say that 
Godwine was the son of Child Wulfnoth, nor does he in any wsy 
identify Child Wulfnoth with Wulfnoth the nephew of Eadi ie. 
The Canterbury Chronicler, who makes Godwine the son of (.-bild 
Wulfnoth, is equally silent as to any kindrcil betw(^cn Child 
Wulfnoth and Eadric. In fact, the way in which they write 
seems to shut out — perhaps is designedly meant to shut out any 
such kindred either way. Florence 8])eaks of Wlnothus, pat(‘r 
West-Saxonum ducis Godwini;” directly afterwards he Hpenks of 
‘‘Suth-Saxonicus minister Whiothus." This is the way in which 
a man would speak of two distinct Wulfiioths, not of the same. 
He says that ‘‘Brihtric, brother of Eadric, unjustly accused (Jhild 
Wulfnoth.’^ This is not the way in which he would speak of a 
charge brought by one member of the himily of which he had just 
given the pedigree against another member of the same family. 
Prima facie then, the Wulfnoth spoken of under 1007 and the 
Wulfnoth spoken of under 1008 are two different pcisoiis. Nor 
is it enough to say that, in the entry under 1008, Ilorence is 
translating the Worcester Chronicle, and that he keej.s .ts la jmgo 
without trying. to harmonize it with what he at J 

before said Florence is here not merely translating, for he stops 
to put in a character of Brihtric of his vlw 

certain that Florence cannot be quoted on l>eha 

• OLiLl AV^ulfnoth I he seenciB indeed 

that Godwine was the son of GbUd wuimoiu, u 


VOL. I. 


3 ^ 



722 


APPENDIX. 


designedly to exclude any such parentage by distinguishing one 
Wulfiioth from the other. 

The three elder Chronicles, Abingdon, Worcester, Peterborough, 
give us no information either way. Godwine’s name does not 
occur in any of them till after the death of Cnut. The Abingdon 
Chronicle, in describing Wulfnoth, calls him simply ‘^WulfnotS 
cild.’’ To this description the Worcester and Peterborough 
Chronicles add f)one SuSseaxscian ; the Canterbury Chronicler 
adds again, Godwines feeder eorles.’^ All the Chroniclers knew, 
and they all thought it right to state, that Brihtric was the brother 
of Eadric ; that he was the uncle of the man whom he was 
accusing, a fact surely quite as important, is not implied in any 
way. The combined evidence of all the Chronicles seenas to me 
to go to distinguish Child Wulfnoth the South-Saxon from any 
Wulfnoth who was nephew to Eadric. The evidence of Florence 
goes the same way. As to the parentage of Godwine the three 
elder Chroniclers are silent. Florence affirms him to have been 
the son of Wulfnoth the nephew of Eadric; the Canterbury 
Chronicler affirms him to have been the son of Child Wulfnoth 
the South-Saxon. I do not say that these two statements are 
logically contradictory ; but it certainly seems to me that, as a 
matter of historical evidence, they are very hard to reconcile. 

Now which of these two accounts is the more probable ? As far 
as authority goes, they are much on a level. Neither statement is 
strictly contemporary; indeed both of them are statements which in 
their own nature could not be contemporary; Wulfnoth, whoever 
he was, is described by a form which could not have been used till 
long after, wlien his son had become far more famous than himself. 
Each description is a mere insertion into an earlier text ; each may 
be a mere hasty inference from likeness of name. The authority 
of Florence on such a matter is quite equal to that of the Canter- 
bury Chronicle, the latest and least authoritative of the four. His 
statement too, as part of an insertion of some length, describing 
the character and family of Eadric, has more the air of a deli- 
berately advised statement than the three words of the Canterbury 
Chronicler, which might have been inserted currente calamo. On 
the other hand, the statement of Florence is most unlikely in itself, 
while that of the Canterbury Chronicler has some external support 
of a very remarkable kind. 
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If we admit that Godwine was the great-nephew of Eadric, we 
are at once plunged into all kinds of chronological diniciilties 
and into the strangest of family relations. Eadric was put to 
death in 1017 ; there is nothing to show that he was at all an aged 
man, rather the contrary. Godwine must have been at least a 
grown man in 10 r 8, when he was already an Earl. Is it possible 
that Godwine was two generations younger than Eadric 1 Again, 
Eadric married Eadgyth the daughter of yEtholred; Eadward (lie 
son of iEthclred married Eadgyth the daughter of CJodwine. 
Eadric may well have been a good deal older than his wife, 
who, as the daughter of a man who was horn in 969, must have 
been young, and may have been almost a child, in 1007, the j>robable 
year of her marriage (see above, p. 658). Eadgyth again must 
have been some years older than her half-brother laidward, who 
was born between 1002 and 1005 (see p. 686). Eadw^nd again 
must have been much older than his wdfc Eadgyth, whose ])an nts 
were married in 1019 (sec p. 423)* Still, allowing foi all tins, can 
we conceive a man marrying the great-greai-niect of his own 
brotUer-in-law ? The pedigree would stand thus ; 


iEtbelric 


yEtlielred 


^thelmser Eadric = Eadgyth 

Wulfnoth 
I . 

Godwine 


Ea<lward. 


Eadgyth. 

Eadward may easily have Lcen twenty years older tlmn l.is wife, 
but can we believe that he belonged to tho same generation ns las 

.S;* ,;r, 

landes aet Cumtune, tSe his feder ae c . benucst fol- 

th, tad wl,i.h ta .1 ta “ „„ 

low. immcdlaWy 0. one ,n «tal. 

"aowLs: ta o«i.. 

^ 3 A a 
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lufan and for minon, tJset he iSea geunne tSe ic him geunnen hchbe”), 
which is not attached to any of his other bequests. Some special 
cause evidently lurks under such bequests as these. They naturally 
suggest the idea that the lands bequeathed were confiscated lands 
which ^thelstaii thought it right to restore, in the one case to the 
former owner himself, in the other case to the former owner’s son. 
Now the lands of Child AVulfnoth would doubtless be confiscated 
after his doings in 1009, and a part of them might easily come 
into the possession of the jEtheling. For a possession of Child 
Wulfnoth the South-Saxon we naturally look in his own shire. 
And Domesday shows us two South-Saxon Comptons, one of them 
held by Harold (21), the other held by a tenant of Earl God wine 
(24). Here is indeed no actual proof, but there is a remarkable 
series of undesigned coincidences in favour of the belief that 
God wine was the son of Child AVulfnoth the South-Saxon, and 
therefore, as I think, against the belief that he was the great- 
nephew of Eadric. 

This evidence, if it stood alone, would probably be thought quite 
conclusive ; but there is another account of Godwine’s birth, which 
we could hardly, in any case, accept in its literal shape, but the 
existence of which is, in any case, a pha 3 nomenon to be accounted 
for, and which, when stripped of its romantic details, is in itself 
by no means devoid of likelihood. This is that God wine was 
the son of a churl near the field of Sherstone or elsewhere. 

This version appears in several places and in several forms, 
and it seems to come from more than one independent source of 
tradition. We hear of it alike in English, in Danish, and in 
Norman writers. Thus, while some Norman writers, as William 
of Jumiijges (viii. 9), speak of Godwine’s nobility, Wace (Homan 
de Rou, 9809) expressly calls him 

“ Quens Gwine, 

K-i mult esteit do pute orine.** 

Among English writers it is first found in a writer of Henry the 
First’s time, whose accounts of things, though often very strange, 
are always independent. This is the chronicler <whose work is 
printed in Mr. Edwards’ Liber de Hyda. In his account of God- 
wine, against whom he is bitterly prejudiced, he says (p. 288), 
“Fuit nempe ex infimo Anglorum genere . . . et licet per omnes 
fere Angliae partes potestas ejus extenderetur, principalis tamen 
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comitatus ejus Australis erat, regio qure lingua eorum dioitur 8iul- 
sexia,” So Ralph the Black, a chronicler of no great value wlio 
wrote early in the thii'teenth century, distinctly assorts the peasant 
origin of Godwine. His whole story is full of niytliieal elements, 
still it is of some importance, because some of the statements in it 
clearly do not come from the common sources. His story runs 
thus (p. i6o); Godwinus Coines Jilius huhufcl full ; in mensa regis 
Edwardi offa suffocatus est, et ah Haraldo fdio sub mensa extraetus. 
Hie Godwiiius, a rege Cnutone nutritus^ processu temporis in 
Daciam cum breve regis transmissus, callide diixit sororem (hiuto- 
nis ” (See Note EEE.) 

One of the fullest accounts among those which assert CJodwinc’s 


lowly origin, and that which has met with most attention from 
modern writers, is the piclurestiue tale in tlie Knytlinga Saga 
(c. ir ; Johnstone, p. 131). Earl Ulf, pursuing; tlie hyin^ Knglish 
at Sherstone, loses liiS way. He meets a youth i]rivin« rattle, 
who tells him that his name is (loilwine (Gudini), and whom he 
asks to show him his way to tl'ie Danish .ships. G.)dwine speaks of 
the difficulty of so doing, when the whole country is so enraged 
against the Danes ; he refuses the Earl’s offei cd gift of a gold ring, 
but says that he will do what he can for him, and tliat, if he suc- 
ceeds, Ulf may reward him at his pleasure. He then takes t le 
Earl to the house of his father Wulfnoth (ITlfnad), who is di'serihed 
as a rich yeoman (hondi), living in very eomforlahic style, the 
Earl is well entertained, especially with good drink ; he is greatly 
pleased with the house and its inhuhitants, old and young, am 
stays the whole of the next day there m great comfort. At mg . 
Ulf and Godwine arc mounted on two good horses, we (apa 
r^soned Wulfnoth and his wife remind Ulf of the dangerous 
irand on which they are sending toeir 
his gratitude for a recompense. The Earl is U.a 
handsome countenance and ready speech of the ^ 

»d reach C»ut's ehipe the next 

Godwine ae his son, places him y > ,, , ,1,^ 

Gytha in marripgo. prc«n.ts him to Cnot, ...d procure. 

a story .hi*. e.» .e o, it, 

r. ttmlition .hen ^ter Map (.,) 
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tells a story in which the part of XJlf is assigned to King ^Ethelred. 
The King loses his way in hunting, and comes alone at night to ask 
shelter in the house of his neat-herd ad domus cujusdam cus- 
todis vaccarum suarum ”). The neat-herd’s son Godwine impiger 
filius custodis, puer nomine Godwinus, pulchrior et melior quam ipsi 
daret linea priorum ”) does all kinds of services for the royal guest, 
and specially provides him with a supper which would seem to 
imply a boundless appetite on the part of the unready King. He 
thus wins the King’s heart, who presently promotes, him in every 
way, makes him a knight, and gives him the earldom of Glouces- 
ter tulit ergo ipsum rex in thalamum suum, et processu temporis 
suhlimavit super omnes principes regni, et cum cingulo militise 
comitatum ei Gloucestriae contulit ”). The hubulci hlius ” shows 
all manner of natural gifts in his new elevation, and makes himself 
famous among both Christians and Saracens. He is above all things 
protector of the English coast, freeing it from pirates, and making 
England the terror of all nations, instead of being, as she had been 
before him, the common prey of all of them pererrabat omnes 
Anglije portus, turn terra turn mari, piratas omnes destruens*; et 
facta est Anglia per ejus operam timor omnium circum jacentiura 
terrarum quge fuerat earum direptio et pr^da ”). Presently Cnut 
comes, invited, according to this writer’s story, by the English 
themselves (see above, p. 693). The story of the war is told with 
great confusion, but Godwine appears (204) as the chief supporter of 
Eadmund At in liac quid fecit Godwinus tempestate 1 Multa et 
valida manu militum collecta, Edmundum Edelredi filiuin advocavit, 
et properanti contra eos occurmut Chnuto apud Durherst in valle 
Gloucestrim super Sabrinam ”). Then comes the story of the single 
combat of Cnut and Eadmund (see above, p. 706). 

Now, what are we to make of these stories] The one which 
is most likely to be true in its main features is that in the Knyt- 
linga Saga ; but the saga is a saga, and I have given some specimens 
of its inaccuracies and confusions. In this very story it would be 
hard to reconcile the author’s conception of the battle of Sherstone 
with the truth of history; Godwine also was not tjie only son of 
his parents, as we shall in course of time hear of his brother (see 
Edwards, Introduction to Liber de Hyda, xxxvii. ; Mon. Angl. ii. 
428, 430); and it is more amazing still when the saga goes on to 
tell us that Godwine and Gytha were the parents, not only of 



THE ORIGIN OP EARL GODWINE. 


727 


Swegen, Harold, and Tostig, but also of Morkerc and WaltlicoC. 
Such a tale is not history; the utmost amount of credit wllicli 1 
should ever think of giving it would ho to admit it as evidence of 
a tradition that Godwine was not of illustrious birth, that he was 
by origin ceorl and not eorl, and that ho was in some way con- 
nected with Earl TJlf. The details might he devised to account 
for an Englishman of lowly birth marrying the sister of the great 
Danish Earl. We may, I think, he sure that the real legend is 
that which attributes Godwinc’s rise to a service done to I 'It, and 
that the story of Walter Map which j>uts yEthclred instead o1 Ulf 
is a later version. Nothing can he wilder than Walter s general 
story, but we may he inclined to heliove that he ])reservc.s a piece 
of genuine history when he speahs of Godwdne s s(M’viees towuids 
^thelred and Eadmund. This agrees in a remarkahh^ way with 


the bequest and the will of Ti'lthclstan, if we take that .as r.’ferring 
to Godwine the Earl.' The account in Kalph the Black is most 
likely an abridgement of that in Walter IMap, as both use the same 
words (“bubulci filius”), and both tell the same story of Godwinc’s 
mawiage (see below, p. 746), which is quite dill'crent Irom that in 
the Knytlinga Saga. Yet we may take Ralph’s words (“ a rege 
Cnutone nutritus ”) as a correction of Walter’s story about .Ethel- 
red. The account in the Hyde writer is remarkable on t wo groun. s. 
It asserts Godwine to have been of low birtl. ; it also, like f le 
Canterbury Chronicle, .specially connects him with Sussex whi e 
most of the later writers specially connect him with Kent. Gn 
the other hand, if any one ventures to put any finth m the geo- 
mpliy of tlie Knytlinga S..ga, (lo.lwinc nn.st liavn c-on,,' r.„n 
Li pinto now 11, c l,«r.lcr» nf (lloi.«»le,-.l.„o an.l W ,1 
wlor Mapdoc. not n.ontion any ,,articnl.,- placn, l,„t, ,.«,.,.l,n« .o 

his usua P Sussex, but ol (uloucester. 

" wthwcTen : di’stinct tradition, turning up in several quarters. 
^ r 1 icb at least seem to be independent of one another, which 

some of winch at lea^tjce^ 

tradition asser Knytlimra u.s the ^^enuiiic form of the 

r 7 « : SL Waoc’caaggca.. a, in .,„ 1 , a o- 

X w'er. .uno"to do, .1,. lo«dn- ,3 .iLL',, 

«:t.T„7st iftn- 
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‘‘humble mansion,” &c., and Thierry (i. i6o), who talks about 
a “cabane.” But the Wulfnoth of the saga is not a poor man; 
he is a ceorl and not a thegn ; but he has everything good about 
him, good house, good drink, good horses. His treatment of Ulf 
seems to be his usual way of entertaining strangers, while the 
astonishing supper given to ^tlielred in Walter Map's version is 
a special effort for the purpose. In the Danish writer's picture, 
Wulfnoth is, in modern phrase, not a labourer, not even a tenant 
farmer, but clearly a rich yeoman. Such a man might, in the 
England of those days, easily rise to thegn's rank (see p. 90). 
Eadric had risen from such a rank, or very possibly from a lowlier 
one (see above, p. 655), to be Ealdorman of the Mercians and 
son-in-law of the King. Still the rise from the yeoman's com- 
fortable house to the earldom of the West- Saxons in one generation 
and to the throne of England in the next is not an every-day 
event. How far is such an exaltation pfobable in the present 
case ? 

I assume that the stoiy of the Knytlinga Saga is altogether 
irreconcileable with either of the others. Sharon Turner indeed, 
like Florence in some of his weaker moments, adopts all three 
stories at once. He accepts the pedigree given by Florence 
without hesitation, and seemingly without thinking* it at all con- 
tradictory to the tale of Godwine’s lowly origin. That tale he 
adopts in its fulness, and he does his best to weave the two 
together. He even conceives Wulfnoth in his humble estate as 
probably remembering the high fortunes of his uncle Eadric, and 
hoping that a similar good luck may attend his own child. Some- 
what earlier, in recording the story of Brihtric and Wulfnoth, Mr. 
Turner calls the latter “ the father of Earl Godwine,” and, though 
he remarks in a note that the words are absent from some MSS, of 
the Chronicles, he does not appear to doubt Child Wulfnoth’s 
paternity. Now it would be remarkable if a nephew of the power- 
ful Eadric remained in the condition of a herdsman or even in that 
of a yeoman, while Eadric himself had risen to such greatness, and 
had raised at least one of his brothers with him. J^et this, how- 
ever unlikely, is at least possible. But possibility itself can hardly 
be stretched so far as to make Wulfnoth the naval commander of 
1009 same as Wulfnoth the yeoman of 1016. Doubtless princes 
and lords, under the frown of fortune, have before now lurked in 
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much lowlier disguises ; but one who, outlaw as he was, still had 
twenty ships at his bidding, was far more likely to take service under 
King Swegen or to go on with his doings as wiking on his own 
account, than to betake himself to the tilth of the ground in a 
western shire. I think we may safely assert that, if Uodvvine was 
the son of a "West of England yeoman, he was certainly not tlie son 
of the South-Saxon naval eaptain, and was not likely to be the 
grand-nephew of Ealdorman Eadric. 

And now, what is the measure of likelihood in the story itself t 
First of all, what is always of no small consequence in these (pies- 
tions, if we grant the truth of the tale in its main outlines, we can 
understand how the other tale arose, while the reverse process is 
by no means so easy. For, if the tale of the Knytlinga Saga bo 
a fiction, it must be pure invention without motive. One does not 
see how any confusion or misconception can have led to it. The 
story of Oodwine’s lowly birth is not introduced in the si\ga, what- 
ever we say of W^ace and the Hyde writer, with the least notion of 
depreciating him. One therefore hardly sees why any one should 
go oitt of his way to invent the talc. But if there were several 
contemporary Wulfnoths, especially if the real one was an obscure 
person, mere misconception might lead t lorence or his informants 
to fasten the paternity upon the wrong Wulfnoth. Or, if falsifica- 
tion is supposed, its motives are much more obvious than in^ the 
other case. To connect Godwine either with Eadric or with (^hild 
Wulfnoth would suit foes who wish to brand one whom they called 
a traitor as the kinsman of earlier traitors. It might suit Danish 
friends to represent him as connected with one who had so great a 
share in setting up the Danish throne iii England. And, as Eadric, 
with all his crimes, was clearly the leader of a powerful party, the 
invention might even suit some among Godwine’s English friends, 
who might still regard a connexion with Eadric as conferring more 


of honour than of shame. 

Again, if we accept the legend in the saga we can understand 
the rlther mysterious way in which godwine ~ on the 

stage under the patronage of Cnut W b ^ 

suppose him to have been a member ® 

We can especially understand the astonishing silence of Ins o 
Tne^ist If Godwine had been a scion of any eminent fami^ 
or hS^ been of kin to any famous, or even infamous, men, ^e 
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should surely, somewhere or other, find him described accordingly. 
But the mass of writers, as we' have seen, are utterly silent; no one 
introduces him with any description at all ; those who connect him 
with Eadric or with Child Wulfnoth do it backwards ; they de- 
scribe Wulfnoth as the father of Godwine, not Godwine as the son 
of Wulfnoth. 

I think then that, if this story stood by itself, there would be 
little difficulty in accepting it. I mean of course in accepting the 
general outline of the tale, namely that Godwine was a yeomau^s 
son who had somehow attracted the favour of Ulf, and who was by 
him introduced to Cnut. Details are quite another matter. The 
whole narrative of the war of Cnut and Eadmund in the Knytlinga 
Saga is so utterly confused and unhistorical that nothing can be 
safely said as to time, place, or circumstance. And the story in 
Walter Map, as far as concerns the first rise of Godwine, is even 
wilder than the saga itself. But the tradition of Godwine's 
churlish origin, taken by itself, would have much to be said for 
it. I am inclined to think that it might hold its ground against 
the version in Elorence. But the statement of the Cantegrbury 
Chronicler, backed up by the will of ^thelstan, is a more formid- 
able opponent. The two descriptions fit singularly well into one 
another, and the coincidence is, on the face of it, undesigned. It 
is of course possible that Godwine the son of Wulfnoth and legatee 
of .^thelstan may not have been the great Earl ; it is possible 
that, being the great Earl, he may have been the son of some other 
W^ulfnoth, and not of the South-Saxon Child. But when we put 
together the Canterbury Chronicle, the will of ^thelstan, and 
the entries in Domesday, their cumulative force is so great as to 
make such explanations mere possibilities and no more. If we 
accept the will as referring to the great Godwine, and if we further 
accept my conjecture as to the death of ^Ethelstan (see above, 
p. 700), we may look on Godwine as a brave young warrior, 
whose services had, even before the death of ^thelred, entitled him 
in the ^theling's opinion to a restitution of the lands forfeited 
by his father. This same conception of him, which might well 
be genuine tradition, appears in "an exaggerated form in the version 
of Walter Map. This view of him is in no way inconsistent with 
the fact of the favour which he afterwards found with Ulf and 
Cnut. Neither is his favour with Ulf and Cnut inconsistent with 
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the story of his yeoman origin, but quite the reverse. Tlie 
main difficulty, one which I do not see the way to get over, ia 
that Wulfnoth the churl and Child AVulfnoth the South-Saxou 
cannot be the same man. 

The two stories thus become alternatives between which we 
must choose. Godwine was eitlier the son of C^iild Wulfnoth, 
or the son of Wulfnoth the churl; in neither case do [ believe 
him to have been the great-nephew of Eadric. I once inelineil, 
of course with the necessary allowances, to the story in the Knyt 
linga Saga; I had not then weighed the argiiments suggested by 
the will of ^thelstan and the entries in Domesday. On tlie 
strength of these last I now incline to the statement td' the 
Canterbury Chronicler. But I leave the critical vomIvv to decide. 


NOTE AAA. pp. 409, 425. 

The West-Saxon Eahldom. 

» 

There is, I think, quite evidence to show that Oodwim' was 
raised to Earl’s rank very early in the reign of (’nut, but that 
he was not invested with the vast goveenmont of which we 
afterwards find him in possession till some years ]at(‘r. 

I do not try to identify any of the signatures of “(lodwinc 
minister” in the later dajs of Ailthelred. There ai'o a goud many 
of them, and some of them may be signatures of (lie great lOarl ; 
but the name Godwine is so common that it is utterly imposhildc 
to say anything either way. But Gndwdnc undoubtedly signs as 
Earl from the very beginning of Cnut’s n‘ign. The earliest 
charters of Cnut are of the year 1018, and (Jodwine signs one 
of these (Cod. Dipl. iv. 3) as “dux,” tliough seemingly, as one 
would exi)ect, as the junior Earl. But, as tJnut k(‘j)t Wes.^<;x 
in his own hands, while he appointed Earls over North mnhei land 
and Mercia, Godwine could not have been Eail over all Wessex 
so early as thi|. He must have been Bimj)ly the local Earl of 
some one shire. That shire *may have been Kent. He is called 
Earl of Kent by Eadmer (“Cantiue comes magnanimus,” p. 4), and 
it is his usual description in later accounts. But writers who did 
not take in the position of an Earl of the West-Saxons, and who 
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did not understand that his jurisdiction took in Kent, may have 
called Godwine Earl of Kent simply because they found him acting 
as Earl at Dover in 1051. And, on the other hand, we have just 
seen (see above, p. 727) that there were other versions which 
call his first earldom Sussex, and even Gloucester. I do not 
pretend to settle the question, and it is of no great moment. The 
one important point is that Godwine was raised to high rank in the 
very beginning of Cnut’s reign, and was raised to higher rank still 
somewhat later. 

That Godwine at a later time, under Harthacnut and Eadward, 
held an earldom which took in all Wessex — that is the old 
kingdoms of AVessex, Kent, and Sussex — there is no doubt. He 
appears as the immediate ruler of AVessex from the death of Cnut 
onward, and he is distinctly called AVest-Saxonum dux’" (FI. 
AVig. 1041 ; cf. 1009). It might indeed be thought that his pro- 
motion to this greater government did Aot take place till after 
the death of Cnut, when Godwine acted as the minister of the 
absent Harthacnut. But it is clear from the Biographer of 
Eadward (392) that he was raised to some special rank by, Cnut 
at the time which I have stated in the text. He attracted Cnut^s 
notice from the very beginning. ^^Ubi . . . regnum cessit 
Cnuto regi vario eventu bellorum, inter novos adept! regni prin- 
cipes regio adscitos lateri, hie Godwinus . . . probatus est.” 
This quite falls in with his signature as Earl in 1018. But after 
Cnut^s visit to Denmark in 1019, after Godwine’s exploits and 
his marriage (see pp. 422-424, and Note DDD), we read, ‘‘Quum 
repatriaret [Cnutus] in Angliam, feliciter actis omnibus, totius 
pene regni ab ipso constituitur dux et bajulus” So in the next 
page we read, ‘^Regnante supradicto Cnuto rege, floi’uit hie in 
ejus aula primus inter summos regni proceres ; et agente fequitatis 
ratione, quod scribebat scrip turn, quod delebat omnes censebant 
delendum. Et in hujus potentatus solio potenter viguit, donee 
et hunc regem et ejus totam stirpem Ille qui regna pro libitu 
suo transfert succidit." That is, in plain words, Cnut on his 
return to England in 1020 invested Godwine witlv.an office which 
made him the first man in the kingdom, and which he kept through 
the reigns of Cnut’s sons. It was therefore from Cnut and in 
1020 that Godwine received the office which we find him holding 
under Harthacnut, that of “ West-Saxonum dux.” The charters 
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tell the same tale. From 1019 onwards {sec Cod. Dipl. iv. 9 
et seqq. ; vi. 179 et seqq.) Godwine always signs hefore every 
other Englishman, while in 1018 (iv. 3) yEthelweard signed before 
him. For a while (iv. 9, 14, 17, 29) we find some of Cant’s 
Danish Earls and kinsmen, Thurkill or Eric, signing before him, 
but Godwine always signs among tliem, and gradually, as Cnut s 
government became more and more English, it became the estab- 
lished rule for Godwine to sign at the head of the laymen. That 
Godwine then was Earl of the Wost-Saxons uninterruptedly from 
1020 to 1051 there can I think be no doubt. Of the nature 
of the office and the policy of the appointment I have s]H>ken in 
the text. It is ])lain that it was something quite new, soim thing 
quite different from the ordinary oaldormanship of a shire m Kent 
or elsewhere. 

Bajulus,” the word used by the Biographer liero and afterwards 
in p. 401 to express Cfodwinc’s position, exactly answers to tin* 
Eastern and the title is specially common in Svcily and 

the Levant. But the word is the parent of all tlie various forms of 
hailiffi, bail, and such like. Sec Ducmige in Bajuhis, and Roque- 
fort, Glossaire de la Langue Romanc, in BaxlhmL 

Thierry has an amusing glimmering of truth when lu^ says 
(i i68) “ Apr^s une grande victoire rcmportec stir Ics AorwKjieus, 
Godwin obtint la dignite dW, ou chef politicinc de raneien 
royaume do West-Sex, rededt alor. d Vaat de jrroviace. He saw 
by some happy instinct, for the Life of Ea.hvard was m,t l.cn 
published, that Godwino's great promotion followed on hm exj.loitB 
in the North; but he turned Godwino’s enemies who are m ever,, 
account called either Swedes or Wends, into ^orw J--- 
placed the appointment between 1030 and io3.>, . 
quest of Norlay. Moreover, of all Cnut’s domm.ons Wessex was 
jLt the part which was the furthest from being reduced to the 

form of a province. 


note BBB. p. 410 . 

> 

The Makkiagb of Cnut and Emma. 

rWs first wife or concubine is incidentally mentioned in the 
CNUTSnrs flpqcribmtr the accession 

[iree principal Chronicles under 1035, m descrio g 
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of her supposed son Harold. According to Abingdon and Wor- 
cester, ‘^Harold ssede pddi he Cnutes sunn wsere and \>core otSre 
^Ifgyfe [^Ifgyfe ] 58 ere Hamtunisca. Wig.], ))eh hit na so^S nsere,’* 
Peterborough has, “ Sume men ssedon be Harolde J^set he wsere 
Cnutes sunu cynges and ^Ifgive iElfelmes dohtor ealdormannes ; 
ac hit J?uhte switSe ungeleaflic manegum maiinum.'^ We thus 
learn that ‘^the other ^Ifgifu'' was daughter of the murdered 
Ealdorman ^Elfhelm and that she was known as iElfgifu of 
Northampton. We also learn that the alleged iDarentage of her 
son Harold was generally doubted. 

Florence (1035) in describing the succession of Swegen in 
Norway and of Harold in England, calls their supposed mother 

Northamtunensis Alfgiva, filia videlicet Alfhelmi ducis et nobilis 
matronee Wlfrunoe.’^ He goes on to mention the popular belief 
which I have mentioned in the text at p. 41 1. William of 
Malmesbury (ii. 188) says, Haroldus, quern fama filium Cnutonis 
ex filia Elfelmi comitis loquebatur.^' 

There is in all this no hint that -^Ifgifu of Northampton was in 
any sense Cnut's wife; but Roger of Wendover, who elsewhere 
(i. 473) calls her ^^Algiva concubina,” says (i. 462), “Anno 
Domini mxviii. obiit Algiva, Elfelmi Comitis filia et uxor regis 
Cnutonis, ex qua duos habuit filios, Suanum videlicet et Haroldum, 
licet alii dicant eos ex fornicatione generates.” He then adds, 
“Misit ergo Cnuto in Normanniam ad ducem Ricardum propter 
Emmam sororem suam,” &c. The Chronica Regis Cnutonis in 
the Liber de Hyda (267), which is followed by Roger of Wendover 
with a good many changes, calls her “ Elgiva uxor sua regina,” 
and directly after says, “defuncta uxore Cnutonis regis, Elfgiva 
nomine, idem rex misit in Normanniam,” as in Roger. Bromton 
too (906) first calls her “ concubina,” and perverts her name into 
Ailena ; but afterwards (934) she, for it must be the same, is Cnut's 
“ prima uxor sive amasia.” 

In the Knytlinga Saga (c. 16) Swegen appears as the son of 
Cnut and “Alfifa,” as he also does in Snorro (Laing, ii. 344 et 
seqq.), according to whom iElfgifu survived Cnut and governed 
Norway in the name of her son. So Saxo (196) calls Swegen 
“quern ex Alvina sustulerat.” He had before (192) spoken of 
her as the mistress, first of Saint Olaf, then of Cnut. “ Eodem 
tempore Alvvinam ab Olavo adamatam, Canutus exiraia matron® 
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specie delectatus, stupro petilt” Olaf is thereby ‘^'oiieuhina> 
facibus spoliatus.” As far as one can make anything out of Saxo’s 
chronology, this is just after the battle of Assandun. 

The Encomiast, in recording Emma’s care, before she marries 
Cnut, to secure the succession for her own children, says ineident- 
ally (ii. i6), ‘‘dicebatur enim ab alia quadam rex filios habuisse.” 
Again, in iii. i, when recording the accession of Harold, he 
describes him as quemdam Haroldum, quern esse fdiuin a*stima- 
tione asseritur cujusdam ejusdem regis Cnutonis eoneubiiue ; 
plurimorum vero assertio eiimdem Haroldum perhibet furtim fuisse 
siibreptum parturienti ancillse, impositum autem camera^ languentis 
concubina3. Quod veracius credi potest.” 

Notwithstanding the pious care of Itoger of AVendover and the 
Hyde writer to marry this yElfgifu to Cnut, and to kill her off 
before his marriage with Emma, there can be no doubt that she 
was at most a Danish wife after the manner of roj)a and Sprota 
(see pp. 206, 253), that she was alive at the time of Emma’s 
marriage, and that she survived Cnut. Moreover, if (knit’s 
connexion with A^lfgifu began when Saxo says it did, one at h‘ast 
of her sons must have been born after Emma’s marriage. (Jnut, it 
is to be supposed, reformed in these matters, as in others. The 
Ramsey historian (e. 80; Gale, p. 437) calls him ‘^usus venerei 
parcus,” and in his Laws Thoiq^e, i. 404-6) ho is strict 


against all breaches of chastity. 

And now for the marriage with Emma. There is indeed some- 
thing very strange about the whole thing. AVilliam of Malmc'sbiiry 
(ii. 180) is uncertain whether Emma or her brother Richard was 
most disgraced by the marriage. Ignores majorc illius dediicore 
qui dederit, an feminae quae conscnscrit ut thalamo illius calerct 
qui virum infestaverit, filios effugaverit.’^ Not to enter fnto this 
delicate question, it is worth noticing that Cnut was now about 
twenty-two, while Emma, married in 1002, could not have Ixjcn 
under thirty, and considering the ages of her parents, the daughter 
of Richard and Gunnor may have been much older. The Scan- 
dinavian writeis are not startled at a much gi-eater 
years, as they boldly make Emma the mother of all the ch.Idren 
of ^thelred. (See above, p. 688.) According to «ie nj ing^ 
Sag« (Johnstone, 129). Emma was in England at ° 

^thelred’s death, upon which she prepared to leave the count y, 
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but Cnut persuaded. her to stay and marry him. The war of 
Cnut and Eadmund is therefore, according to this view, war 
between a stepfather and a stepsom I need not go about to show 
that Eadmund was not the son of Emma, and it is equally certain 
that Cnut did not marry Emma till July 1017, eight months after 
the death of Eadmund, and that she was in Normandy at the time 
of Cnut'6 proposal. But that she was in England at the time of 
.Ethelred’s death (as is distinctly affirmed by R. Howden, ii. 240), 
and that Cnut saw her during the course of the war, is quite 
possible. See above, p. 700. As to her coming to England, there 
is something amusing in the form of words employed, with some 
slight variations, by all the English Chroniclers ; “ And ]>sl toforan 
Kal. August! het se cyng feccean him }?8es oSres kynges lafe iEtSel- 
redes him to wife, Ricardes dohtor.” She signs, Cnut's charters 
from this time, beginning in 1018, sometimes as Emma, but more 
commonly as ^Ifgifu. In Cod. Dipl. iv. 9 she is ‘‘ JElfgive thoro 
consecrata regio.^' 

According to William of Malmesbury (ii. 196), Emma not only 
hated the memory of ^Ethelred, which is not very wonderfuj, but 
extended her dislike to her children by him ; “ heereditario scilicet 
odio parentis in prolem, nam magis Cnutonem et amaverat vivum 
et laudabat defunctum.” This account receives a most singular 
confirmation from the language of her Encomiast, from which it is 
plain that she wished her first marriage to be utterly forgotten. 
Not a hint is allowed to escape the courtly panegyrist which might 
imply that Emma had any earlier connexion with England, or that 
she had ever been married to JSthelred or to any other man. 
Cnut, after he had established himself in England and had got rid 
of Eadric (“omnibus rite dispositis,” ii. 16, cf. c. 15), wanted a wife 
worthy ^o be the partner of his Empire (“ut inventani hanc 
legaliter adquireret et adeptam Imperii sui consortem faceret”). 
He sends and seeks through many kingdoms and cities, but no 
help-meet for him is found (“longe lateque qusesita, vix tandem 
digna reperitur”). At last the Imperial bride is found (“invents 
est hsec Jmperialis sponsa^’) in Normandy; Cnut, we are told, 
Specially preferred the Norman connexion, because the Normans 
were a victorious people who had established themselves in Gaul 
by force of arms (“ pro hoc prcecipue quod erat oriunda ex victrici 
gente, qu» sibi partem Galliae vendicaverat invitis Francigenis 
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et corum principe’'). An opportunity is of course st'ized ou for 
a special “encomium” on the lady herself. Deputy-wooers 
(“ proci”) arc sent with gifts and promises ; hut the prudent 
Emma, hearing that Cnut had children by another wonnin, will 
have nothing to say to him till he swears that none hut her own 
children shall succeed him in the kingdom; “Ahnegat ilia so 
umquam Chnutonis sponsam fieri, nisi illi jusjuraiido afiinnaret, 
quod numquam alterius coi^jugis fiiium post se regnaro faeeivt 
nisi ejus, si forte illi Deus ex eo fiiium dedisset. Dicehatm* eiiiin 
ab alia quadam rex filios hahuissc, unde ilia snis ])riidt‘nter 
providens, scivit ipsis sagaci animo profutura prieordinart*." (^mt 
agrees, and on these terms they marry. l>ut, hy a lu^arly un- 
paralleled flight of daring (hut compare the way in which Matilda 
is spoken of. See vol. iii. p. 655), the widow of .Etlielred, the 
mother of Eadward, ^Elfred, and Ciodgifii, is twice spj>keii ot 
as a virgin; “ Placuit'ergo regi verhum vinjnniiy et jiisjiirando 
facto virgini placuit voluntas regis.” Pn^sently (e. 18) wci hear of 
the birth of Hartliacnut; and we are told that (biut ki‘pt llarthacnut 
witlu him as the heir of his throne, while his otlna’ lawlul sons 
were sent into Normandy for education (“alios liheralcs tilios 
educandos direxeruiit Normannia}, istum hiinc ntiia'ntc's sihi 
utpotc fiiturum heeredem regni”). Now we know that ( nut and 
Emma had no son except Harthaciiut, und hy coni|)arlng tliis 
passage with a later one (iii. 2) it is plain that tl.o soiis sp<»k(‘n 
of are Eadward and ^dfred, and that the intention of the writer 
is to pass them off as younger sons of Cnut and lanina. A more 
impudent case of courtly falsehood can hanlly he foun<l ; hut 
these daring statements of her contemporary tlatten-r show how 
little Emma loved either her elder sons or the memory of thmr 
father. 


NOTE CCC. p. 414- 
The Family of Leofwine of jrEKCiA. 

Of Leofwine* himself, as far as I know, no single 
is recorded. But the important part played by his son Lcifr c 
and his children naturally awakens a certain interest in the w m e 
family. Our curiosity as to their earlier history would be amply 

VOL. I. 3 ^ 
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gratified if we could put any trust in a document which is printed 
in the Monasticon, iii. 192, and which is drawn out in a tabular 
shape by Sir Francis Palgrave, English Commonwealth, ii. ccxci. 
This is a complete pedigree of the family, which is attached to one 
of the manuscripts of Florence, but which its contents show to be 
not earlier than the reign of John. According to this document, 
Leofwine was the son of Leofric, the son of ^Ifgar, the son of 
-^Ifgar, the son of Leofric, who is placed in the days of A^thelbald 
of Mercia (716—757 ; see p. 38). Our Leofwine is made con- 
temporaiy with -dSthelstan, Eadmund, Eadwig, and Eadgar. Now 
Agesilaos was the son of Archidamos, and Lewis the Twelfth was 
the son of the Duke of Orleans who was taken at Azincourt; 
still it would be amazing if a man who was not only born, but 
seemingly an Ealdorman, between 926 and 940 was succeeded 
by a son who himself lived till 1057, and whose widow, seem- 
ingly much of his own age, survived the Norman Conquest. 
Leofric also himself, the famous Earl of the days of Eadward, 
is made to flourish and to found monasteries for a space of about 
eighty-two years. He is described as ‘‘ nobilis fundator mult«>rum 
ccenobiorum, tempore Edwardi sccundi, Ethelredi, Cnutonis, Haroldi, 
Hardicanuti, et Edwardi tertii regum Anglise,'^ Such a document 
is self-convicted. It is simply of a piece with the wonderful stories 
of Harold and G>rth surviving to a prseternatural age. 

We shall, as usual, come nearer to the truth by turning to the 
charters. We find a signature of Leofwine dux” in 994 (Cod. 
Dipl. iii. 280), from which time his signatures, if they are all 
those of the same person, go on through the reign of .^thelred and 
into the reign of Cnut. From one signature in 997 (Cod. Dipl, 
iii. 304) he ajjpears to have been Ealdorman of the Hwiccas 
(“Wicciarum provinciarum dux”), but as this charter is signed 
by two other Leofwines with the rank of thegn, it is of course 
possible that one of these may have been the Ealdorman of the 
days of Cnut. Considering the rarity of the i|^me Northman, 
borne by one of Leofwine’s sons, I should be inclined to look 
for the father of our Leofwine in a ‘‘Northman dux” who signs 
in 994 (Cod. Dipl, iii, 280) ; only, if so, the father signs after the 
son, 

Leofwine, as I hold, succeeded Eadric in the head earldom of 
Mercia in 10x7, and he was most likely succeeded by his son 
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Leofric at some time between 1024 and 1032. The last signature 
of Leofwine comes between 1021 and 1024 (Cod. Dipl. iv. 2()), 
and he was living and acting in 1023 (see Cod. Dip!, iv. 26). 
The first undoubted signature of Deofric as ‘‘dux’' is in 1032 
(Cod. Dipl. iv. 39). He therefore succeeded his father in .some 
earldom at some time between those dates, and he was clearly head 
Earl of the Mercians in 1035 (sec p. 482). The natural inference 
is that it was in the head earldom of the Mercians that he suc- 
ceeded his father, and therefore that Leofwine, hitherto suboidinate 
Ealdorman of the Hwiccas, was raised to the chief government 
of all Mercia when that post became vacant by the death of 
Eadric. 


Florence, under 1017, in recording the ('xecution of Northman, 
gives him the title of dux” and calls him “ filius I.eofwini duvia, 
frater scilicet Leofrici comitis.” This distim^tion between “diix” 
and “comes” is unusual. I can only guess that it means that 
Leofwine and Northman had borne the titl(‘ of Ealdorn\(in under 
the old state of things, while Leofric was only Horl under the new. 
And* that this is the ground of the distinction seems th(‘ nn>rc 
likely, because, in a case where the distinetiim was [uirely local, 
where the Chronicles in 991 call Thored Eorl and yElfrie Ealdoi'- 
man (see p. 279), Florence puts tliem together as The 

Chronicles however do not mention Northman as an EaMoi’man, 
but rather imply the contrary ; “ On Jn'suni g(‘nre wn^s Ea4lri<^ 

ealdorman ofslagen, and NorSman Lcofwines sunu caldormannes.” 
Florence goes on to say that Leofric sneceeded Northman in his 


government ; “ Lcofricum, pro Nortmanno suo g(*rmano, icx 

constituit ducem, ct cum 2)Ostmodum valdc carum habiiit. Hut 
I find no certain signature of Leofric as “dux” till 1032. His 
signature with that title is indeed put to the document in Cod. 
Dipl. iv. 32 which professes to belong to 1026, but of the doubtful 
nature of that document I have already spoken (see ab()ve, p. 667;. 
But in 1023 (Cbd. Dipl. iv. 27) he signs as “minister’ a grant yf 
Cnut to another man of his own name, Leofric .son of Honda; and in 
the last charter Signed by Earl Leofwine his son seems to he pointedly 
distinguished from him, “ Ego Leofwine dux. Ego Lcofrie. I 
therefore cannot help suspecting that he did not become an Ear 
till his father’s death, and that Florence forestalled his appointment 
by confounding it with the elevation of his father. If he was 
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iippointed to a subordinate earldom in loiy, it was most likely 
that of Chester ; at least he figures in later and spurious documents 
as “ Leycestriae comes.” 

^Besides Northman and Leofric, Leofwine had a son named 
Eadwine who died in the battle of Rhyd-y-Groes (see p. 506), 
and another son Godwine. Godwine had a son -d^thelwine, who 
was given, probably as a child, as a hostage to Cnut, and had 
his hands cut off ('^a Danis obses manibus truncatus est”) in the 
mutilation of the hostages in 1014 (see p. 371). This curious 
fact we learn fi'om Heming's Worcester Cartulary, 259, 260. 

The relations of Cnut towards this family are singular. The 
father and one of his sons are high in his favour. A second son 
is put to death, and the son of a third son is cruelly mutilated. 
The difference is, I suspect, to be found in the gradual change of 
Cnut's own character. 


NOTE DDD. p. 415. 

The Death of Eadric. 

The accounts of the death of Eadric form an excellent example 
of the growth of a legend. Each writer knows more about it 
than the one immediately before him. 

The three elder Chronicles, under the year 1017, simply record 
the execution of Eadric ; On f>isum geare wees Eadric ealdorman 
ofslagen.” 

The Canterbury Chronicler adds the place, London, and volun- 
teers his own conviction that the execution was righteous ; Eadric 
ealdorman wearS ofslagan on Lundene swytSe rihtlicc.” 

Florence adds that the execution happened at Christmas, in the 
palace, and that the body of Eadric was thrown over the wall 
of the city, and left unburied. He also tells us Cnut’s motive, 
namely fear lest Eadric should some day betray iiim, as he had 
betrayed his former lords A^thelred and Eadmund. 

William of Malmesbury (ii. 181) knows Eadric's ftite after death; 
** Putidum spiritum diroisit ad inferos.” He has also more to tell 
us than his predecessors about his last sayings and doings in this 
world. Cnut and Eadric quarrelled, he does not know about what ; 
but Eadric began to go through all his services, and to tell, amongst 
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other things, how he first forsook Eiulmund and then slow him fur 
Cnut's sake. Cnut waxes wroth, and says that Eadrlc must die, 
because he has slain his own lord and Cnid/s sworn brother. His 
blood shall be on his own head, because he has borne witno.ss against 
himself that he has slain the Lord's anointed. For fear of a tumuli 
the King has Eadric at once stifled to death (** fauces elisus”) in tin* 
room where they were, namely Cmit’s own bed-cliamber, and has 
the body thrown through the window into the Thames. 

Henry of Huntingdon (M. H. B. 756 E) makes Eadric come to 
Cnut directly after the murder of Eadmund and salute him as so]<* 
King. Cnut asks the meaning of the title, which Ladric cx]dains, 
saying how he has brought about Eadmund's death. ( nut ans\v(‘is 
that for so groat a service he will s(‘t him higher than all the \\ itan 
of England. So he cuts olf his liead, and sets it on a pole on the 


higliest tower in London. 

^thelred of Ilicvaux*(X Scriptt. 3 t 5 r>) has the same story witli 
a few verbal ebauges. He sets the head on tlic highest of 
Loudon. The gate and the tower may or may not ))o the same 
thing, hut we have now clearly come to the beginning of the 
practice of exposing heads on 'iemplc-Bai. 

Walter Map (De Nugis, 207), who never names Eadric, tells nearly 
the same story of tlic anonymous servant of Eadmund of whom he 
has so much to tell us. After Eadmund’s death at Ih.ss the 
servant hastens to Cnut and tells him tl.at ho is now lull K-ng 
instead of half-King (“rex integer ipu semirex hen fmsti ), 
and begs him to reward the man who ha.1 removal Ins ene.ny. 
Cnut (“licet tristissiinus, placido vultu d ) 

his friend is, as ho will set him high above a 1 Ins comrades 
(“facium eum pr^cclsum pne consortihus suis”). Ihe servant .^s 
it is himself, on which the King has him haitgcd on a lofty oak, 
1 kind of death which looks as if Walter Map did not place 


X- of » (i. 460) tells William of 

...ly of “7™, “f “I,'-'!,: 

“'ilnTx 1") 'y- ““ 
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improvements on each. William's version is enriched by the detail 
that Eadric’s hands and feet were tied when he was thrown out of 
the window. This was the mode of his death, for in this vei'sion 
we do not hear of his being stifled. To the other story the only 
addition is that, when his head was set on the gate, his body was 
thrown over the wall. 

Lastly, Knighton (X Scriptt. 2318) follows William, but gives 
us Eadric's speech at greater length and tells us that it was made 
before dinner. Also we now hear that he was thrown into the 
Thames from the window of a high tower ; his hands and feet were 
tied, and he was thrown out by a machine — a sling or catapult. 

These English versions seem to form a series of themselves, and 
to grow without foreign help. But in the Encomium Emmie (ii. 
15) we have a version older than any of these except perhaps that 
of the Chronicles, which shows how the intentional or careless 
perversion of a contemporary^vriter may dc*part as widely from the 
truth as any feat of the imagination of legend-makers. The 
Encomiast, as we have seen (see above, p. 711), leaves the death 
of Eadmund shrouded in mystery, and does not say a word impli- 
cating Eadric ; he also leaves out Eadric’s appointment to the 
earldom of Mercia, because his object is to represent Cnut as 
immediately punishing all who had dealt in any way treacherously 
tow^ards Eadmund. Eadric is therefore made to demand a reward 
for his treachery at Assandun Edricus qui a hello fugerat, quum 
proemia pro hoc ipso a rege postularct, acsi hoc pro ejus victoria 
fecisset ”). Cnut says that he who had been faithless to one lord 
will not be faithful to another, and he accordingly bids Earl Eric to 
cut off his head with his axe. “Ille vero nil rnoratus bipemiem 
extulit, eique ictu valido caput amputavit, ut hoc exemplo discant 
milites regibus suis esse fidelcs, non infideles." 

In the English series the turning-point is when, in the version of 
William of Malmesbury, there comes in the first allusion to the 
Amalekite who slew Saul. When this parallel w^ once thought 
of, the true date of Eadric's execution, namely the thirteenth month 
after Eadmund’s death, no longer suited the tale ; tiie date of the 
story was therefore moved back, and Eadric was made to announce 
the murder of Eadmund and to be put to death at once. For 
tlie details, the writers at each stage of course drew on their 
imaginations. 
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NOTE EEE. p. 422. 

The Exploits and Marhiach: of Oodwink. 

I COPY this tale from Henry of Huntingdon (l^f. H. Th 757 H) in 
the belief that, though its details are most likely inytliital, (Jodwino 
really rose higher in CnnPs favour througli some oonspieiious warlike 
exploit during Cnut’s visit to Denmark in 1019. TIu' Ih'ograplu'r 
of Eadward (392) distinctly asserts as mueli, and he makes la)th 
Godwiiie's marriage with Gytha and Ids lu’omotion to the West- 
Saxon earldom to be the rewards of the (pialitic's >\hie]i lie show«'d 
on this journey. Cnut goes to Denmark to subdue <‘('rlain laOu'ls ; 
“absent! enim rebellare paraveraut collo eflreni ejus abjieieiites 
potentiam.” TJiis may refer either to disturlrinces in D(Mimark 
itself, of which we get some slight hints elsewhere (see Note 
and above, p. 669), or \o revolts on the parts of subject natii>us. 
Godwinc goes with him — “adhipsit comes individuns per oinnem 
viam.” Cnut remarks Godwines great cpialities, not only his 
eloquence (“ quam profundus elo<puo but his ndlitary ea]>aeit> , 
“Hie ejus prudentiam, hie laborum eonstantiam, hie virtidis mili> 
tiam, hie attentius expertus est idem rex tanti jirincipis valentiam." 
He feels that such a man will be most useful to him in the 
government of his newly-won kingdom of Knglan.l. If.- (lieiv- 
fore admits him to his most secret eonnsels and gives him liis 
sister in marriage (“poniteum sibi a secretis, dans iili in conji.geni 
sororeni suam”), and on his return to England he gives liim the 
great promotion of whieh I have spoken in an earlnr Note (see 
above, p. 731)- tl'en Huntingdon’s tale of (..shviiies 

Northern exploit be historical, it must belong to this year, ..n.l it 
seems quite to fall in with the brief hints of the n-ogaaplier. Me 
places it in the year 1019; “Tertio anno regm ,r!T!: 

ducens exercitum Anglorum ct Dacorum in andalos. 
tells the story, and adds, » Quamobrem summo lionorc dei.iceps 
. ^ ^ ” AV illiam of ^fidniohbiiry, 

rlE “1 ““ - 
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given; but tlie English by their valour win fame for themselves 
and an earldom for their captain ; Angli , . . victoriam consum- 
raantes comitatum duci, sibi laudem pararunt.’^ Roger of Wend- 
over (i. 466) also transfers the story to the Swedish war. He tells 
the tale much as it is told in Henry of Huntingdon, adding, that 
Godwiiic took Ulf and Eglaf prisoners. He says nothing about 
any special reward to Godwine, but of the English in general he 
says, “ ob banc caussam Cnuto deinceps Anglos summo honore 
venerans, cum Imta victoria ad Angliain navigavit.” But this 
version is clearly wrong, for in the Swedish war of 1025 Cnut was 
defeated (see p. 454, and ^Jote MMM); but William of Malmes- 
bury’s statement, that Godwine, already an Earl, received an 
earldom as the reward of his conduct in this war, is evidently the 
true version of Godwine’s appointment to the Wesi-Saxon earldom 
moved to a wrong year. 

The Biographer, as we have seen, distmctly makes Godwine’s 
marriage as well as his promotion to be part of his reward for his 
exploits in 1019. He marries him to a sister of Ciuit himself, but 
most of the other authorities make Godwinc’s wife Gytha to b« the 
sister of Ulf and daughter of Thorgils Sprakalcg — the same epithet 
as the Homeric TroSa? wkus. So Florence (1049), Adam of Bremen 
(ii. 52 — ^Hledit ejus Wolf sororem copulatani altero duci Guduino”), 
and Snorro (Laing, ii. 252). The Knytlinga Saga also (c. ii; 
Johnstone, 133), as we have seen (see above, p. 725), marries 
Godwine to Ulfs sister, but seemingly at an earlier time. The 
words of Saxo (196) are not very clear ; Benevolentiam enim quain 
Canutus perfidis Ulvonis mentis denegavit, consanguinete sibi prolis 
respectui tribuendam putavit. Quinetiam sororem Anglorum sa- 
trapa? Godewino nuptiis junxit, gentem genti anirnis atque affinitate 
conserere cupiens.” I used to think that this meant that Cnut 
gave Godwine Ulf’s sister, but it now strikes me that it rather 
means Cnut’s own sister. The marriage or alleged marriage of 
Godwine with the sister of Cnut forms the subject of a legend 
which is found in more than one English writer. Its fullest form is 
to be found in Walter Map (207). In this version, as soon as Ead- 
mund’s servant (see above, pp. 7*^3> 74^) announced the murder 
of his master to Cnut and had received his fitting reward, Cnut 
and his Danes are guilty of all kinds of oppressions and outrages in 
England. Godwine, having failed to persuade Cnut to act otherwise, 
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revolts against liitn quod Oodwinus Cliiuito emu uiuUis nfl\ rou.s 
lacrimis, ad nullam exauditus est populi sui liboratiouein, et faetus 
est pietate siiorum iiupius et iiiiinitis rogi.s Daeoruin liostis, 
titqiie regige potestati viriliter, et in pluriinis euin ijisi dieunt 
prgevaluisse congressibus, paeem semper Aiigli(*is et lilurtatem 
exoraiis Cnut, unable to overcome (u)dwiri(‘, makes a feigned 
reconciliation with him (“ facti sunt amici superlieie tmms, et 
libertas Angliae restituta ”). Cnut siill goes on la>ing various 
plots against Godwine, and at last tells him that lie wislies 
send him into Denmark to settle tilings tlimv. As his ert‘- 
dentials, the King will give him a letter to liis siste r, who will 
presently call together the chief men of Denmark to laHHuvc God 
wine’s commands. AVhen he is going to sail, his eliajilain lhaiul 
consilio Hraitdi capellani sui, quern ojitimnm hi‘ii*hat in .suhti- 
lihus artificem ”) — can this be meant for tbe Brand wlio wa^ ( Iiomui 
A bbot of Peterborough late in 1066? (see vol. iii. p. 520; v. 
p. 224) — counsels him to oiieii the letter; he doi's so, ami limls 
that it contains an order for the Danes to ])ut him to ih atli (“ non 
enin! sum ipso superstitc rex uni<*us Anglorum et Dacia*”). <)ni‘ 
expression in the alleged letter is singular (“quod emni's Godwinus 
. . . extorsit a me tarn dolose (piam violenti‘r Dacia* n giiticn p<*r 
trieniiium ”). Godwine of course substitutes a. forged li^tt^*!*, in 
which he is invested with the regency of ikiimark ami is juo- 
mised the King’s sister in marriage. Tlw dc>crij»tiou whicli 
Godwine is made to give of himself is strangt* t^nough. He is 
‘‘ Eboraeensium comes, dominusque Liiicolnias Xotiugaiu, Lcicch- 
trim, Ccstria*, Hunt(‘nduna*, Northamtume, Glonccst ria*, <|ui<pie 
nobis diu restitit Herefonlia).” That is to say, (hxlwine is de 
scribed as Karl of exactly those parts of Knghind of which he nc\cr 
was Earl; things arc turned about in niucb tin* saim* way as 
they arc turned about by the same writer in his account of tla.* 
division of the kingdom between Cnut and Eadmuml (see above, 
p. 706). Yet ihe imaginary warfare of Godwine after (la* death of 
Eadmund may well be a confused remembrance of r(*al warfare hefoni 
the death of Eadmund, and one would like to know something 
about the alleged resistance of Hereford to Cnut, a point .... ^vl..el. 
Walter Map nught certainly p.cserve a 

story here breaks off; but in tbe roinaut.e Life of Harol.l (<-l.ro- 
nbiues Anglo-Nonnandes, 153. i 54 ) the tale goes on to its natural 
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end. The letter is opened, and another is put in its place, hy which 
the Danes are ordered to receive Godwine as regent, and to give 
him the King’s sister in marriage. All this is accordingly done, 
and Cnut then puts the best face upon the matter ; he receives 
Godwine as a brother and gives him the rank of consul ” or Earl. 
The same story is alluded to in the Chronicle of Ralph the Black 
(i6o), wlio in his account of Godwine (see above, p. 725) tells us 
how “ in Daciam cum breve regis transmissus callide duxit 
sororem Cnutonis.” The same story is told by Saxo (194) 
the way in which Ulf obtained his own wife Estrith. We can 
further compare the stories of Bellerophontds, Uriah — an analogy 
which does not fail to present itself to the mind of Harold’s biogra- 
pher — the messenger of Pausanias in Thucydides (i. 132), and the 
letter given by King Philip of Swabia to Otto of Wittelsbach, 
Chronicon Slavorum, vii. 14. 

In weighing these counter-statements, there is no doubt that, for 
anything personal to Godwine, the Biographer’s authority is the 
highest of any. But his authority will hardly bear up against so 
many opposite witnesses, especially against the distinct, tln^ugh 
irajdied, statement of Florence (1049). Earl Swegen is there 
described as Godwin! comitis ct Gythje filius,” and dii ectly after- 
wards we read of Beorn comes, filius avunculi sui Danici comitis 
Ulfi . . . ac frater Suani Danorum regis.” Florence himself indeed 
goes wrong when in a later passage (1067, and again in the 
Genealogia, vol. i. p. 275) he calls Gytha soror Suani regis 
Danorum;” but this is a slip between Swegen Estrithson’s aunt 
and his sister, and in no way brings Gytha nearer to Cnut. If 
Gytha had really been Cnut’s sister, it is inconceivable that any 
one would have turned her, especially in the elaborate and formal 
way in which it is done by Florence and Adam, into a sister of 
Ulf. But a sister of the King’s brother-in-law might be much 
more easily mistaken for the King’s own sister; perl^aps she might be 
laxly called so. But in any case I accept the statements as to the 
parentage of Godwine’s wife as alternative statements, and I do not 
admit that Godwine married twice. It seems to me that, when 
Ulf’s sister had been mistaken for Cnut’s sister, and when two 
statements had thus arisen about her, the next stage was to cut her 
into two separate women. Thus William of Malmesbury (ii. 200) 
marries Godwine, first to a sister of Cnut, who bears one nameless 
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son, and then to a nameless woman, who was the mother of his 
historical children. This is clearly an attempt to reconcile the 
statement that God wine married Cnut’s sister with the fact that 
God wine’s children are never spoken of as in any w’ay of kin to 
Cnut. William’s account of Godwine s first >vife is an excellent speci- 
men of Norman calumny. She gets great wealth hy selling KngIi^h 
slaves, especially beautiful girls, into Denmark. Her son, whih' 
still a boy, is drowned in the Thames, being carried into the stream 
by a horse given him by his grandfather — Swegen, Wulfuoth, or 
whom — and she herself is killed by lightning lor her misdeeds. 
Mr. Thorpe ( Diploma tariiim, 312) seemingly aeeei)ts this tiih*, as 
he takes the marriage settlement of a certain (Jodwine ((\>d. 
Dipl. iv. 10), containing the names of three other tlodwlm's, all 
alike unknown,-»to be a record of the imaginary k-coimI marriag(‘ of 
the great Earl. Bromtoii (934) Knighton (2333) tell illiiun s 
story with improvements, making, witli a tini' jaaceptiou ot elates 
and ages, Godwine’s first wife to be a daughter of Vmd \>y .Ellgifu 

of Northampton. See above, p. 734. 

I 4 iavo no doubt that Godwiue had but one wife,Gytha, dueighter 
of Thorgils, sister of Elf, and aunt of Swegen Estnthson, and that 
all his sons and daughters were her children. 


NOTE FEE. p. 43 ^- 

Wyrtgeorn King of the 

I CANNOT pretend to any Kl.ccial knowledge of Shuonie l.wtory, 
and I niUHt confess that I am quite unable to id(n.tily tins Kn,« 
Wyrtgeorn. There was however a very einmcnt .S avonic pi mu. 
at this time, who was closely connected willi Cnut, and who spent 
some time with him iu England. I do not know ic i< ' >' 

can anyhow be the same, or whether there has been any conlusion 

'’C:.!';'; ™e.. I. Golc^lc .u, .... of C. ... 

Obotri.., . W«,ai.h prince epLit. will 1« I™';; 

in the Chronica Sclavica, ap. Lmdenbrog, <.app. ^ 

i. Hc,„o.a;. ci-i- ^ 1; 

I58i),inthreenoticesofbaxo,pp.i96.204 - 45.50,70. 

of paLages of Adam of Bmneu, ... 64, 75 , ^ 5 . 5 - 7 
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In his youth he was sent as a student to Liineburg, but, hearing of 
his hither’s death at the hands of the neighbouring Saxons, he gave 
over his studies, renounced his faith, put himself at the head of his 
heathen countrymen, and carried on a fierce war with the Saxons of 
Holstein and Stormaria. The freemen of Thetmarsen alone with- 
stood him. He was then brought to a better *^mind by a rebuke 
received from a Christian, which has a somewhat legendary sound. 
He was soon afterwards taken prisoner by Bernhard the Second, 
Duke of the Saxons (1010—1062), who after a while released him, 
seemingly on condition that ho should leave the country. He then 
joined hijnself to Cnut, entered his service, seemingly as an officer 
of the Housecarls, served in his wars, and, according to the national 
Chronicle, was rewarded with the hand of his daughter — no doubt 
a mistake for sister — whose name is given as Dcmmyn. He was 
in England at the time of Cnut’s death. According to the Chro- 
nicle he then returned to his own country re vcrtens ad patriam 

post mortem Kauuti,” c. 13), but according to Adam of Bremen 
(ii. 75) it was not till early in the reign of Eadward (‘‘post mortem 
Chnut regis et filiorum ejus rediens ab Anglia”). In this case«it is 
not unlikely (see vol. ii. p. 65) that he was banished from England, 
According to Saxo (20) he served some time under Swegcn Estrith- 
son in his war with Magnus, and married his natural dauglitcr 
Siritha (Sigrid ?), The two Swegens are clearly confounded, and 
Godescalc is much more likely to have married a daughter of the 
elder Swegen. But his main object was to win back his own 
inheritance, which after some fighting he regained, and devoted 
himself to the spread of Christianity among his countrymen. 
He not only built and endowed churches, but became personally 
a missionary, translating into the vulgar tongue what the clergy 
preached in Latin or German. He waged some wars in concert 
with Duke Bernhard, and his power seems to have been sensibly 
lessened after that prince’s death. At last, in 1066, he suffered 
martyrdom at the hands of his heathen subjects, at ^tlie instigation 
of his brother-in-law Blusso. With him suffered John, Bishop of 
Mecklenburg, who was sacrificed to the Slavonic god) Badegast, and 
others of his companions, both clergy and laity. Godescalc’s wife, 
the Danish princess, was sent away naked ; several of his sons were 
killed, but one, Henry, took refuge with his cousin Swegen in 
' Denmark, and afterwards avenged his father s death. On the 
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death of Gode^calc, the whole Wendish couiitiy fell back into 
heathenism. 

The account of these things in the honest Nethor-Duteh of 
Botho’s Picture Chronicle of Brunswick (Leibnitz, iii. 327) is 
worth reading. “In dussem sulven jare [1065, but tlie year ol 
William’s coming to England] vorhoff sick eiu grot inort viui den 
Wenden, Gotscluilckus wart dot gesUigeu biniien Lentzin, Answtu'us 
wart mit sineii moiieken gesebent binneii Hosseborge, bisobo|)}> 
tTohannes to Mekclenboreh de wart mit s]>cien to haiiw(Mi in alle 
stuck e, unde worpen sinen liebam up]) de strate in de goten, 
unde offerden sin hovet brem affgode Kidegaste. Des konigbes 


dochter to Dennemarcke Cotschalck(‘S wifi, do jagediai so ut 
Mekelenborch naket mit anderen Criston fruwon, so fenglnm unde 
slogen de Cristen alle, unde to bespottingc se <le cnitz(' to liau- 
weden, unde vorstordcu gruutliken llamborcb, Sb'swiek, >!ekelen 
borch unde Oldenborcl* dat so anc Bisehopp stondon i.xx.x." 

‘ Godescalc is so interesting a character that wo hljould cortandy 
be well pleased to connect him with England as ilostdy as wo can. 
But^I do not know how far we are justifiod in making bim tbe 
same as the Wyvtgeoni of Floreime. Th.-re is also a single .■l.artm- 
of 1026 {Cod. Dipl. iv. 33) which is signed (j.long with the Knrh 
Godwino, Hakon, ITrani, and 8ilitric) liy an Karl Wrytcslcof, wIiohc 
pame certainly has a very Slavonic sound. 


NOTE GfJG. p. 431- 
The Death ok ITi.k. 

uw, a. wa have .con, ploy, l.or.lly .n, ,«rt in Knelicl. In*.ry i 

there .com. no .lonl.t that he n,.« ,.ut to "y,; ,; ' ^ 

but the Donidi and Norwcfc'ian account, of in. dc.tl .lilh r 

According to Snorro". Sag. of Saint Olaf ( .a.ng, n- .«)• 
TJlf had ioined with Emma in a conspiracy to set Jl.irth.K n« » 
™ ri oODcnnarh, of »i,ic. 'Z:!!! 
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bids Ulf come with his men and ships/ and they will talk of grace 
afterwards. Ulf joins the King’s muster and takes a part in the 
battle* Soon after, on Saint Michael’s Eve (252), Ulf entertains 
Cnut at Roskild. The Earl was in a good humour, and the King 
in a bad one. They quarrel over a game of chess, on which Ulf 
rises to leave the room. Cnut says, Run away, Ulf the Fearful.’* 
Ulf turns round and reminds him tliat he did not call him Ulf 
the Fearful when he himself ran away at the Helga and Ulf saved 
him. The next morning, as he is dressing, Cnut bids his page go 
and kill Ulf. The lad comes back, saying that he has not. killed 
him because he has gone to the church of Saint Lucius. Cnut then 
bids his chamberlain Ivar the White go and kill him in the church, 
which was accordingly done, after which Cnut gives great wealth 
to the church of Roskild. • 

Saxo has quite another story. Ulf first ^194) obtains Estrith in 
marriage by the stratagem which I have already mentioned. He 
then makes divers plots, takes refuge in Sweden, exhorts Olaf and 
Omund to an invasion of Denmark, and fights on their side at the 
Helga (195). Presently, on the birth of her son Swegen, Egftrith 
obtains her husband’s pardon from her brother (196), Then in a 
feast at Roskild, seemingly at Christmas (“ annuo feriarurn circuitu 
repetito”), Ulf, being half drunk, something like Kleitos in the 
history of Alexander, enlarges on his own exploits, especially his 
exploits at the Helga against Cnut. He is therefoi'e at once put 
to death, quite justly, according to Saxo’s declared opinion, though 
his language is so laboured that one might fancy that he had 
some doubts about it. He comments thus (197) ; 

‘^Igitur Ulvo inter ipsa mensae sacra ab adstantibus interfici 
jussus, praecipitis linguae justa supplicia pependit. Ita dum aliena 
facta parum sobrie meminit, sua ceeinit, siccatosque cupide calices 
proprii sanguinis liquore complevit. Merito enim ex tarn petulanti 
ingenio amaritudinem potius quam voliiptatem percipere debuit, 
quod gloriae sibi loco arrogasset, ductu suo praecipujhs regis viribus 
ultimam incessisse jacturam.” 

Cnut then gives bis sister two provinces as a sort of wergild for 
her husband. She pi*fe8ently gives them, or a tithe of them, to the 
church of Roskild ; “ Quas eadem postmodum sacrosanctse Trini* 
tatis sedi, praecipua apud Roskildiam veneratione cultae, decimarum 
nomine partiendas curavit.** See p, 472, 
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These stories, different as they are, have manifestly some elements 
in common. I do not pretend to decide hetween them. On THfs 
presence at the Helga, see Note MMM. 


NOTE HHH. p. 434. 

The Pilgrimage of Cnut. 

The disputed date of CnuPs journey to Rome is discusse<l hy 
Lappenberg ( 47 ^j Tliorpe). The (^hroni‘*les place it in 

1031. So does Florence, who adds that he went from Denmark, 
and describes his alms and his redemption of the tolls \>y which 
pilgrims were doubled at various points of th(‘ road. He als<) 
mentions his vow of amendment luTorc the toml) of the A])os(Ies, 
and gives a copy of the letter, which he says was sent to bmgland 
by Lyfing, then Abbot of Tavistock, afterwards the famous Bishop, 
who had gone with him on his journey. Cnut himself went from 
Rome to Denmark, and thence to England. Tn the heading oi the 
letter, Cnut describes himself as “ Rex totius Anglia*, et Dcmi*- 
marciae, et Norreganorum, ct partis Suanorum.” Dio account 
<riven by William of Malmesbury is essc*ntially the same, with some 
abridgements and verbal differences. The description of ( hint us 
King of the Norwegians seems to point to atiim; later tlian hm 
conquest of Norway in 1027. Tl.c Enconiin.st (ii 20) n.largcs 
with much rhetoric on Cnut’s piety, and says tliut lie liiinf-e f saw 
him on his journey in the church of Saint l>,eHin at Sand Omer s, 
where he was mnch ediiied hy the King’s prayers an.i ahnsdeeds. 
He mves no date, but he seems to imply (19) tlmt d was aft.r 

“nui h.a gained a Sgl.t t» l.a dUd K.a,.c™r .,f liv,, 

(see Note NNN). Bot with so rl.olorioal . venter tl.m ™. y 
be taken as a distinct cl.ronological statement, and it is certain II.. 
.,b„i»o„ of seotload, wl.* ... 

reckoncl a.no.g tke five did ,,.t ''-PP;;; 

from Kome (s« p. ™ Arelil.ltliof r.il.oiti.is, that 

r, cf.: i ri: zii: 
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Henry and Gunhild, which did not take place till after Cnut’s 
death (see p. 455, and Note NNN). His description is very odd; 
‘‘Tempore illo Conradus Iinperator filiam Chnut rcgis Heinrico 
filio accepit in ^atrimonium. Cum quibus statim regio fastu 
Italiain ingi-essus est ad faciendam regno justitiam, comitem habens 
itineris Chnut regem, potentia triuin regnorum barbaris gentibus 
valde terribilem.” Cnut himself, in the letter, mentions his deal- 
ings with the Pope, the Emperor, and King Rudolf of Burgundy, 
by which English and Danish travellers, whether pilgrims or 
merchants, were released from, various tolls and exactions, and 
English Arehbishojjs from the great sums that they had to pay 
for the pallium. This was at a great meeting at Easter (“ quia 
magna congregatio nobilium in ipsa paschali solemnitatc ibi cum 
domino papa Johanne et Imperatore Cuonrado ei'at'’), at which 
the concessions made to Cnut were witnessed by four Archbishops, 
twenty Bishops, and a countless multituefe of Dukes and nobles. 
This leads us to the account of Wipo (Vita Chuonradi, 16), from 
'which it appears that this great gathciing was for no less a purpose 
than the Emperor’s coronation, at which he distinctly sayst^ that 
Cnut and Rudolf were present. He describes the Emperors 
election and coronation, and adds, “ His ita peractis in duorum 
regum prsesentia, Ruodolfi regis Burgundice et Chnutonis regis 
Anglorum, divino olheio finito, imperator duorum regum medius 
ad cubiculum suum honorifice ductus est.’’ But there is no doubt 
that the coronation of Conrad happened at the Easter not of 1031, 
but of 1027. 

The Tours Chronicle, in Bouquet, x. 284, places the journey 
“ anno Conradi ii. et Roberti Regis xxx.” The thirtieth year of 
Robert, counting from his father’s death in 996, would be 1026 
or 1027. The second year of Conrad means, oddly enough, neither 
the second year of his German reign, which would be 1025 (see 
Wipo, c. 2), nor that of his Imperial reign, which would be 1028, 
but the second year of his Italian reign, which ^ould be 1027, 
as he was crowned at Milan in 1026. See Arnulf, Hist. Mecl. 
ii. 2, ap. Muratori, iv. 14 ; Sigonius dc Regno Italiye, 354 ; and cf. 
Wipo, capp. II, 12. But the Aquitanian William tiodell, who 
gives the account in nearly the same words as the Tours Chronicle, 
places it “ anno Domini mxxx. et regni sui [CnutonisJ^ anno xv.” 
They go on to say, “ Fortissimus rex Cnuto Romam perrexit, in 
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eoque itinere tanta munificentia iisus est, quanta nullus unquan) 
regum usus fuisse reminiscitur. Ecclesiis enini, paupeiibus et 
infirmantibus et carceratis multa largitus cst. Yoctigalia in8U])i'r 
sive pedagia itinerum, in ipso itinere aiirum et argentum largit 
vel ex parte minuit, vel ex toto redemit ; ut merito tninseunteH 
deinceps per viam illam in aeterinini dicaiit : Boned ictio Domini 
super regem Anglorum Cnutoneni, benediximus tibi in nomine 
Domini.” 

It seems impossible to witbstand this evideneo for the year 
1027, a year which the Cl)ronicles leave quite blank, and in whieh 
Florence mentions only Cnut's intrigues in Norway, whieh is (piite 
consistent with a journey from Denmark to Home. We must 
therefore accept the date of ro27, and suppose with La[4H'nberg 
that the Chroni«lcrs were misled by mistaking a date of mxxvi. for 
Mxxxi., and that the titles in Florence and William of Malmesbury 
are simply a careless insertion of Florence himselt or of som<* (me 
from whom he copied the letter. 

It is worth noticing that though the kingdom of Burgundy waa 
nowin its last days, Cnut speaks of lludolf as a prince of import- 
ance through his command of the passes of tlie Alps ; “ llodulplms 
rex, qui maxime ipsarum clausurarum dominatui. 


NOTE III. p. 434 ^ 


Thk Laws of Cnut. 

Cnut’s code will be found in Thorpe’s Laws and 
Ti ejeS') and in Schmid’s Gesetze der An«elsachscn (250). I h.' 
exact date is uncertain. The hcadint,^ itself tells us only that 
the laws were enacted hy the authority of the Witau C‘ 
witena gebeahte,” “venerando ejus sapientunv cous.ho ) m a 
midwlntL Genjdt at Winchester. Kc.nhle (u. 
to some Gemot between 1016 and 1020. Lapp(.nh< r^ (4 L 
argue, from tl„ hcl that Cut ia U«, 

Peter’s lieneejc.,. about ‘S'’”"""'' 

C S:: the ptlgri^rge toRome aud tbo co.,u..t of Xorw.y, 
VOL. I. ^ 
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that is later than 102S. Schmid iu his Preface (Iv.), on the 
ground that Cnut never uses his Danish or Norwegian titles in 
his English charters, looks on them as an inter[)olation here. The 
Norwegian title is absent in one manuscript, and Schmid also 
quotes a text which contains the words, And ps^t was gewordon 
sona swa Cnut cjngc, mid his witena gefjeaht, friS and freondscipe 
betweox Dcnum and Englum fullice gehestnode and heora aerran 
saca getwaemde.” He therefore holds that the midwinter Gemot 
spoken of in the heading was one which immediately followed 
the Oxford Gemot of 1018 (see p. 419). I follow Dappenberg 
in placing the laws late in Cnut’s reign, because they seem to me 
to breathe the spirit of that part of his life, the same spirit which 
we find expressed in the Poinan letter. It strikes me that the 
scribe quoted by Schmid confounded these laws with the renewal 
of Eadgar’s Law, from which they are evidently distinct. 

The hunting code to which I have referred in p. 436 seems to 
me to carry its own confutation with it. What can be made of 
such a division of society as we find there? (Thorpe, i, 426; 
Schmid, 318). First we hear (c. 2) of ‘‘ mediocres homines, quos 
Angli ‘les f>egcnes’ (or ^ l8es-]:>egnas,' sec Schmid's note) nuncupant, 
Dani vero ‘ yoongmen vocant ; ’ ” then (c. 3) of libcrales quos 
Dani (sic) ‘ealdermen' appellant;’' then (c. 4) of ^^minuti homines 
quos Hineman ’ Angli dicunt ; ” lastly (c. 12) of ‘Mibcralis homo, 
i. e. J)egen." Schmid (Ivi.) seems by no means clear of its genuine- 
ness. Kemble however (ii. 80) seems to have no doubt, and he 
conjectures that the clause (c. 30) in which the right of every 
freeman to hunt on his own ground is asserted as strongly as it is 
in the undoubted laws was forced upon Cnut by the Witan. This 
is going rather far in the way of conjecture. 

After reading Cnut's laws, and comparing them with the 
testimonies already quoted from Florence and William of Malmes- 
bury (see p. 437, cf. 441), the following declamation of John of 
Wallingford (Gale, 549) seems strange indeed; ‘‘ Successitque ei 
[Eadmundo] ex praedictse concordise conditione Cnuto Danus et 
hostis potius Anglorura quam regnat or, immrftavitque statim 
fetatuta et leges scrip tas patriae, ct consuetudines, et populum, 
qui sub Omni honore et liberate tempore suorum regum exstiterat, 
Bub gravi jugo co^git, nihilque de .^Ifredi boni regis et justi, 
qui ab undique bonas consuetudines collegerat et scripserat, and ire 
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noluit statutis. Scd et omnia quae vel ipse vol sueccssores 
legitime sanxerant, ad suam studuit reducei'e voluntatem. Sicque 
factum, ut praedia et possessiones et antiqua praeclarorum virorum 
tenementa suae adscriberet ditioni. Porro qiiot et quanta sub 
pallio ejus pi-otectionis facta fueriiit injusta, non est scriptura qnae 
possit explicare." 


NOTE KKK. p. 444- 

The Housecart.s. 


Thebe is no distinct mention in the Clnonicles of tlic institution 
of the Thingmcii or Ilousccarls, n(tr does tlii'ir name occur in any 
of the English Laws, but the incidcmtnl mention of them by tlie 
name of Housccarls, flr by the cipiivident name of llindmcn 
{familiares, members of the Jdred, court or family), is common 
in the Chronicles, while grants to housccarls and signatures ol 
hou^carls are common in the Charters, and they are mentioned 
several times in Domesday. The subject is discussed by Lai*- 
penberg (467,!. 202 Thorpe), and by Kemble (ii. iiH, 124), to 
whom I owe the remark that the institution was only a revival 
of the coniitalus. The “ Leges t'astrenses ’ or " Witherlags Kef 
are described at length by Saxo (p. iy7)> <‘<•‘1 

in a tabular form in a separate work by Swegeu Aggesson ap. 
Langebek, iii. 141)- A Danish text follows at p. 1 ',9. I Ins 
however dote, onij from Ihc rei.-n ef C.mt ll,„ 
from 1.85 to tvov. I., ll.o Chron.cio of Kn.o hr,.^ ' 

1.0) they are, by a somewhat grotesque mistake, attnlmted, with 
seW Jther’actions of the great Cut, to his son T I art ha. mu 
Tt is not easy to make out from the coiifuMsl narrativ- of Sax 
when he conceived the force to have been establ.slH.d. Aceo.d.ng 
to Swegen (14-6). the laws wore enacted m Liighm. a . 
settlement of the country (“quum in Anglia, om... 
collecto, Kanutas rex defessa helhcis open 

tranquillitate 813197). 

Zealand, who is also mention y . ^ ^ p pavo 

3 
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places the enactment of the Witherlags Ret ” early in Cnut’s 
reign. 

The force was made up of men of all nations. So says Swegeii 
(145) J ‘‘Tanti regis exercitus, utpote ex variis collectus nationibus, 
universis videlicet regnis ditioni sum suhjugatis.'' It is clear then 
that, among Cnut’s other subjects, Englishmen might find their 
way into the force. So Saxo, 197; “ Quos quum rex natione, 
linguis, ingeniis, quam maxime dissidentes animadverteret.’^ Saxo 
(196) fixes the number at six thousand ; he calls them “ clientelam 
suam sex millium numerum explentem.'’ Clientela,'' as used 
by Saxo, is a technical word, and quite recalls the old comitatus,) 
But Swegen (144) reckons them only at three thousand; “ Cujus 
summa, tria millia militum selectorum explcvit. Quam catervam 
suo idiomate thinglith nuncupari placuit.^’ I know of no state- 
ment as to their numbers in later times, but the force was one 
which was likely to grow. The ‘‘ stippendiarii et mercenarii” 
formed the core of the English army at Senlac, and we find Earls 
keeping housecarls as well as Kings. 

That Cnut did lay down strict laws for the government 
of the force there is no reason to doubt ; but I confess that in 
the Leges Castrenses, as we have them, there is much that has 
a mythical sound. Traitors for instance (Saxo, 199; Swegen, 
iii. 162) were expelled and declared to be Nithing.’’ They had 
the choice of departing by land or by sea. He who chose the 
sea was put alone into a boat, with oars, food, &c. ; but if any 
chance brought him to shore, he was put to death. This sounds 
to me very much of a piece with various mythical and romantic 
tales about people being exposed in boats, of which that of the 
vEtheling Eadwine in the reign of -Ethelstan is the most famous 
(see above, p. 689). Then again, though no doubt, in Cnut's 
army as in other armies, purely military offences would be 
judged by purely military tribunals, I confess to stumbling at 
one passage in the Witherlags Ret (Swegen, iii. J49), which sets 
before us the military assembly as judging among its own 
members even in causes of real property; Confftitutione etiam 
general i cautum est, ut omnis inter commili tones orta contro- 
versia de fundis praediis, et agris, vel etiam de mansionis deprse- 
datione ... in jam dicto colloquio agitaretur. Turn vero is, 
cui commilitonum judicium jus venditionis adjudicabit, cum sex 
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sortitis in sue coetu, . . . territorli sui continuatam possessioueiu 
sibi vendicare debet, praescriptionemqne lege assignata tuobitur.” 
If Cnut’s courts martial really exercised this kind of jurisdiction, 
it was a clear violation of the constitutional rights of Ealdonncn, 
Bishops, earls, churls, everybody ; still it need not have interfered 
with the personal rights of any but members of the guiUh I 
confess however that I should like some better evidence of the fact. 
It is also rather too great a demand on our faith when we are told 
that these laws never were broken (save in one famous case) till tin* 
reign of Nicolas of Denmark (iioi~ii3o)> ^^^^d when the authority 
cited for the statement is Bo or Boethius tlie Wend, an old soldier 


of Cnut who shared the longevity of the legendary Hart>ld and 
Gyrth, and was alive in the time of Nicolas (Swegeii, iii. 154 - 
163). The on(^ offender in earlier times was Cnut himself, who 
in a fit of passion killed one of his comrades. Tlio assembly waa 
perplexed as to the \tay of dealing with such a enlj)rit, and 
the King settled the matter by adjudgijig himsidf to a nin(*fohl 
wergild. Saxo, pp. 199, 200. So Swegen, Koniewl.at diffoirully, 
iii. 

There are strict regulations (see Swegen, in. 147) uhout Ihe 
horses of the Thingmen ; hut those were of eour.M; only horseH 
on which they rode to battle (sec p. 271), horses t<» he used 
in actual fight. 

As for the behaviour of flic liou.sccarls to the muss of Dm- 
people and the feeling with which they were looked at hy the 
mass of the people, we can say very little in the ahsenee of any 
direct evidence. They were a standing army in days when a 
standing army was a new thing, and a standing uniiy, as h.iig 
as it is a new thing, is never a popular inslitution. And the 
housecarls at first were not only a standing army, hut a sUm mg 
armv largely made up of foreigners and comiucrors. bl. 1 eveiy^ 
thing both in the reign of Cnut and in tlie reign of ward 
:“fdte.,dt..n.ke gro. ...d ...ore 

popular. The time when it was likely to be abused, as know 
Lrt it was abased, was in the days of Cnut's sons. Still, je» 

‘S «em t» brkatbe .he 

Danegelds and luregeUs, perhaps one m g y 
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I&lA ^ I ««e no tign of any atroog ill-will between the 
iMHmcarla and the people at any time. I can find no evidence 
. for the highly-colonml picture given by Mr. St. John (ii. 
of their insolence in Cnut’s days, though it is likely enough that 
such things sometimes lmj»j>ened. But the i*eferenco which he 
gives to the Eamsey Histoiy (c. Ixxxv. p. 441) is only a legeiul 
about Bishop ^Ethelric making a Danish thegii — married, by 
the way, to an Englishwoman — drunk, and so getting a grant 
of lands out of him. As for Bromtt»n's tales about Englishmen 
having to stand on bridges while the Danes passed, having to 
bow to the Danes, and the like (X Scriptt. 934), they j^rove 
very little indeeth They are parts of an historical confusion 
which I shall presently have to mention, and they seem to be 
placed ill the time of Cnut's sous rather tlian ip that of Cnut 
Jiimse If. 

One point more remains with regard to the relations of the 
housccarls to the people at large. Thougli there is no mention 
of the force in the genuine English laws, yet in the so-called Laws 
of Eadward the Confessor (Thorpe, i. 449) and in Bracton (ii^ 15. 

2, 3) the legal process of Murdrum, and in Jiracton tlie Pre- 
sentment of Englishry also, is traced up to the institutions of 
Cnut. When Cnut, we are told, sent away tlic mass of his Danish 
troops, at the request of the Witan rogatu baronum Aiiglorum,'' 
precatu baronum de terra'’), the Witan pledged themselves that 
the rest should be safe in life and limb tirmam pacem habereiit''), 
and that any Englishman who killed any of them should suffer 
punishment. If the murderer could not be discovered, the town- 
ship or hundred was fined. Out of this, we are told by Bracton, 
grew the doctrine, continued under the Norman Kings, that an 
unknown corpse was presumed to be that of a Frenchman — in 
Cnut’s time, doubtless, that of a Dane — and that the Englishry ” 
of a slain person had to bo proved. The ‘‘ Laws of Eadward ” 
of course contain no notice of “ Englishry ” as opposed to Frenchry 
— if I may coin such a word; but neither do tfiey mention it 
as opposed to Danishry. They simply record the 4)romise of the 
Witan — not an unreasonable one — that Cnut’s soldiers should be 
Under the protection of the law. This is likely enough ; any- 
thing more is the mere carrying back of Norman institutions 
into earlier times. In the Dialogus de Scaccario (i. 10) there is 
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no hint of the ''Murdrum'' and “Englishry” being older than 
the Norman Conquest. See vol. v. pp, 443, 444. 

We shall as we go on come across many passages in wliieh 
the housecarls both of the King and of the great Earls are 
spoken of. Among the charters of Eadward are several (Cod. 
Dipl. iv. 201, 204, 22 1, cf. 200) containing grants to the King’s 
housecarls. The three grantees spoken of are called Thurstan, Urk, 
and Wulfnoth — the last at ail events being an Englishman, per- 
haps a kinsman of Godwine. The two latter writs arc addressed 
to Earl Harold. In the oldest (201), a Middlesex writ, addressed 
to Bishop Robert, Osgod Clapa, and Ulf the Sheriff, Thurstan 
is described in the English co})y as “ Durstan min hiiskarll,” in 
thfe Latin as pra^fcctiiS mens palatinus Durstanus." As Mi*. 
Kemble says (ii^ 123), such a description could not apply to every 
man in so large a body ; so we may infer that Thurstan i-tood high 
in the service. Thcr» is also the will of AVulfwig, Bishop (»f 
Dorchester (Cod. Dipl, iv. 290), which is witnessed l>y a crowd of 
people, great and small, from the King and the La<ly downwards, 
including some signatures of large bodies of men ; “ On eallra 
tSses kynges huscarlan and on bis maessc-preostan .... and on 
eallra Sara burhwara gewitnesse on Lincolnc and on eallra ?ia*ra 
manna Se seccaS gearmorkett to Stowe." This irnmediately follows 
on the signatures of the Stallers Ajisgar, luilph, ciiul Jilting, fioni 
which Mr. Kemble (ii. 122) infers that the Stallers W(‘re the special 
commanders of the force. Housecarls are also m(‘nti.)ned several 
times in Domesday (see Ellis, i. 91 ; ii. ; Kelliain, 238), and 
in Simeon of Durham (Gest. Regg. 1071 ; see ^ol iv. pp. 30^, 5 « 3 ) 
we find a housccarl not only reckoned among the - principales viri ” 
of Northumberland, but high in i>ersoiuil favour with William ; 

“ Eilaf huscarl apud regem praepollens honore/' 


NOTE DLL. p. 448. 
•Cnut’s Relations with Scotland. 


I The authorities for the Buttle of Carham are the M.lro.o 
Chronicle (in ariho), and two entries of Simeon of Durham, one 
in his general History (Gest. Regg. in anno), the other .n l.m 
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History of the Church of Durham (iii. 5 ; ap. X Scriptt. 30). 
The Melrose writer (p. 155) simply says, ‘‘ Iiigeiis helium inter 
Anglos et Scottos apud Carham geritur ” This entry seems an 
abridgement of that in Simeon’s Annals ; Ingens helium apud 
Carrum gestum est inter Scottos et Anglos, inter Huctredum 
filium Waldef comitem Northymhrorum, et Malcolmum filium 
Cyneth regem Scottorum, cum quo fuit in hello Eugenius Calvus 
rex Lutinensium.” From neither of these accounts should we 
learn which side was victorious. But in the Durham History 
Simeon becomes explicit, if not exaggerated ; Uni versus a flumine 
Tesa usque Twedam populus^ dum contra infinitam Scottorum 
multitudinem apud Carrum dimicaret, pene totus cum natu 
majoribus suis interiit.” In the Durham Annals (Pertz, xvHi. 
507) there is a further notice; Fuit apud Carrum illud famosum 
helium inter Northanhymhros et Scottos, uhi pene totus sancti 
Cuthherti populos interiit, inter quos etiam xviii saccrdotes, qui 
inconsiilte se intermiscuerant hello ; quo audito prjescriptus 
episcopus dolorem et vitam morte finivit.” It is not clear whether 
this is the event referred to by Fordun (iv. 40), where he tells 
us that Duncan was sent by Malcolm to meet the Danes and 
Northumbrians qui tunc velut una gens coierant”), who were 
on their march to ravage Cumberland. He met them and defeated 
them with great slaughter. Fordun seems to place this before 
the death of ^thelred ; in so confused a writer the chronological 
difficulty is of no great consequence ; it is of more importance that 
a Northumbrian army, marching to invade any part of Cumberland, 
would hardly pass by Carham. 

There are several points to be noticed here. First, the event 
of 1018, like the event of 1066, was ushered in by a comet which, 
though it is not mentioned by our national Chroniclers, seems 
to have deeply affected local imaginations. ‘‘ Northanimbrorum 
populis,” says Simeon in his local work, “ per xxx. noctes cometa 
apparuit, quse terribili praesagio futuram provincise cladera pree- 
monstravit. Siquidem paullo post, id est post triginta dies,” &c. 
Then follows the account of the battle. ^ 

Secondly, Simeon, accurate as he commonly is, has gone wrong — 
who could feel certain of not going wrong! — among the Earls 
of his own land. His Uhtred ought (see above, p. 587) to be 
Eadwulf. It was he, ** ignavus valde et tiraidus,” who now, 
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according to one view (see above, p. 585), ceded Lotluan to the 
victorious Malcolm. 

Thirdly, for “ Lutinensiuni” in Simeon we should, according to 
Mr. Robertson (i. 99), read “ Clutijiensium.” 

Fourthly, the extent of the district from which the Eiig]i.sh army 
came should be noticed. It came from the land between Tecs and 
Tweed, that is from old Bernicia, without Lothian. This suggests 
the question why Lothian, if it was not ceded for the first tim«' 
till after the battle, did not take a part in the war a.s well as the 


rest of the earldom. 

Fifthly, the “ natu majores" of Simeon are doubtless the “yld- 
estan ” of our English Chronicles. See p. 59 C below, p. 7 77 - 
Oil this slaughter of the nobility, compare the same result at Assan- 

dun, p. 392. , . , o . , 

11 . With regard to Cnut’s later relations with Scotland, our 
own Chronicles contain no entries on Scottish affair.s earlier than 
the great submission of 1031. So far as the sagas can be relied 
upon, they certainly represent Cnut as exercising lordshii. in Scot- 
land at an earlier time. In Snorro’s Saga of Olaf llaraldssoii 
(Lalng, ii. 195) we read how Caul “reigned over Denmark and 
Englaiid and had conquered for himself a great part of Scotland. 
And again we read (Laing, ii. 196; John.-fone, 148). I’C"'’'' 

and verse, how two Kings came to Cnut from Scotland out ol hit.-, 
and how he received them to favour, restored their lands, 
them fresh gifts (“til bans konio tveir koiuingar m.rdan af . o - 
landi, af Fifi, oc gaf hann }>cim upp reidi Mua, oc loiid “ h ‘•>' 
Lcir hbfdo adr dtt, oc j^ar med storar vmgiafir ). 1 his is p lu.i 

while Cnut is still only intriguing, and not yet fighting, agai 
Olaf. that is, at some time before the battle of the Helga 111 102 , 
This story may be merely a transfer to a wrong date of h 
submission of 1031, or it may be a record of some earlier sub- 

It tl.« ""''..t'''”' S; 
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of Norway. And of a reign of Harold in Scotland nothing, as fan 
as I know, is mentioned elsewhere. 

There is also the account in Fordun (iv. 41) of Cnut’s relations 
with Cumberland, to which I have referred in the text (see p. 449). 
This story may be true in itself ; but the prominence wliicli is 
given to it certainly looks like an attempt to evade the fact of the 
submission of Scotland itself. Fordun places the Cumbrian expe- 
dition after the Roman pilgrimage, and that he places (iv. 40) in 
the eighth year of Conrad, meaning seemingly 1032. The refusal 
of Duncan to do homage is thus described ; Non enim hactcnus 
Anglorum regi Cnutoni, quia regnum invascrat, pro Cumbria 
Duncanus, quamquam iterum et iterum ab eo submonitus, homa- 
gium fecerat, quia non inde sibi de jure, sed regibus Angligenfs 
fidem deberi rex rescripsit.” Cnut then marches^ against him ; 
that it was with the intention of incorporating Cumberland with 
the English kingdom, of dealing with the doifiinions of the recusant 
as being, in feudal language, a forfeited fief, I infer from the words 
“Cumbrian! suo subdendam dominio pedetentim advcnit.” The 
terms on which peace was finally made are thus described ; “ Ut 
regis [Scottorum s^.c.] nepos Duncanus Cumbriae dominio libere, 
sicut predecessorum aliquis Uberius tenuit, de cetero gaudeat in 
futurum, dum taraeii ipse futurorumque regum haercdes qui pro 
tempore fuerint regi Cnutoni ccterisque suis successoribus Anglo- 
rum regibus fidem consuetam faciant.” There is nothing unlikely 
in all this, except perhaps in the extreme loyalty towards the house 
of Cerdic which is attributed to the Cumbrian Under-king ; but 
we must always remember the strong tendency of Scottish writers to 
make too much rather than too little of the vassalage of Cumber- 
land to England. 

III. We now come to the undoubted submission of Scotland to 
Cnut in 1031, as recorded in our own Chronicles. I do not under- 
stand Mr. Burton (i. 368), when, after quoting Mr. Thorj^e’s trans- 
lation (ii. 128), which is certainly made up confusedly from the 
Worcester and Peterborough Chronicles, he says that “ in only one 
of the four accepted versions of the original is tjiere anything 
resembling this/" The Abingdon Chronicle is certainly silent, but 
Worcester and Peterborough both record the submission, though in 
^ different words, and Canterbury follows Peterboro\igh. The Wor- 
cester entry runs thus ; “ pa for he [Cnut] to Scotlande, and Scotta 
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Leod. Peterborough says, “he [Cm.t] for to Seotlande and 
a cyng h,™ b«h ,,,5,,, 

unable to identify Jehmarc. Mr. Skene (Celtic Scoflan.J, i. 5,. 7) 
makes him the same as l.nergi, from whom Soinerled, wbo'w.as 
killed m 1166, was fourth in descent, and places him in Airer- 
gaidhel or Argyll, the old Scottish land of Dalriada. His com- 
panion, “Mielba.],a,” “ Mealbmab'c,” must be the same as the 
Macbcobe ’ of the Worcester Chronicle in lor;^, that is tlio 
Machabanis of Fordun, the .Macbclh of Shakespcrc. w.ads of 

the Worcester Chronicler, “ ac he Jwt lytle hwilc hcol.l,” may 
refer to Msdcolm’s death soon after in 1033. Scotland soon f<.|l 
into confusion*^ and before lon*.^ l^iif^land also. 

The submission recorded by our two dirojiiclers is not to be 


doubted; but I confess that I am not (jiiittj clear about tin; date. 
'-Both Chroniclers pointedly connect tlu‘ Scotfisli cxptMlitlon witli 
Cimt’s return Irom Rome (^^S()na swa he luim com )>!i fo'r he to 
Sco^tlande/' AVig. ‘‘ ])y ilcan geare he for to Scotlandc,” Petrib.); 
so it is possible that the true date may be 1027 >028 iuhtcad 


of 1031, 

Lastly, there is the curious account of Rudulf (dabtr (ii. 2) 
which I have referred to in tlie text (sec; p. 450), ami which conics 
in a pas?-age which I .shall have to refer to again. In the year 
996 a whale as big as an island came out of the North towards 
Gaul and portended tlie troubles which were to come upou Gaul 
and Britain. In Britain especially there was friglitful confuKiou ; 
various Kings were striving and wasting the land, till in tin; end one 
got the better of them all ; ** Yiso . . . Oceani portento exorhus < st 
bellicus tumultus in universali occidentali orbis plaga, videlicet tarn 
in regionibus Galliarum quam in transmarinis Oceani iiisuli.w, 
Anglorum videlicet atque Brittonum necnou et Scotorutn. Siqui- 
dem, ut plerumque solet contingere, propter delicta infimi populi, 
versi in dissensionem illoruin reges ac oaeteri jirincijics, statimqiio 
exardescentes in subjectae plebis depopulatioiiem scilicet usque duui 
perducuntur ad suiinet sanguinis effusionem. Quod videlicet laindiu 
patratum est in preedictis insulis, quousque uuus reguni earurndem 
vi solus potiretuf* regiminis ceterarum.*’ This lucky King of course 
is Cnut, who is conceived to be King of the West-Saxons. He 
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seizes the kingdom of -/Ethelred, who is conceived, it would seem, 
to be King of one of the British islands called Denmark. Deni- 
que mortuo rege Adalrado, in regno scilicet illorum qui Danimarches 
cognominantur, qui etiam duxerat uxorem sororem Ricardi Roto- 
inagorum ducis, invasit regnum illius rex videlicet Canuc Occiden- 
talium Anglorum, qui etiam post crebra bellorum molimina ac 
patrise depopulationes, pactum cum Ricardo stabiliens ejusque 
germanam, Adalradi videlicet uxorem, in matrimonium ducens, 
utriusque regni tenuit monarchiam.^’ It might he refining too 
much to hint that this wonderful turning about of the dominions 
of Cnut and yEthelred had anything to do with the strangely 
reversed state of geographical parties in 1015-1016 (see p. 377). 
Then follows the account of the Scottish expedition, as follows ; • 
“ Post haec quoque idem Canuc cum plurimo exercitu egressus, 
ut subjugaret sibi gentem Scotorum, quorum videlicet rex Mclculo 
vocabatur, viribus et armis validus et, quod^ potissimum ei’at, fide 
atque opere Christianissimus. Ut autem cognovit quoniam Canuc 
audacter illius qusereret invadere regnum, congregans omnem sui 
gentis exercitum, potenter ei ne valeret restitit. Ac diu mul- 
tumque talibus procaciter Canuc inserviens jurgiis, ad postremum 
tantum praedicti Ricardi Rotomagorum ducis ejusque sororis per- 
suasionibus, pro Dei amore, omni prorsus deposita feritate, mitis 
effectus, in pace deguit. Insuper etiam et Scotorum rcgem amici- 
tiae gratia diligens, illiusque filium de sacro baptismatis fonte 
excepit.” One does not quite see why either Emma or Duke 
Richard or Rudolf Glaber should be seized with such a sudden 
fit of interest in the affairs of Scotland. Still Rudolfs account is 
less wonderful than that of a contemporary German writer, Ekke- 
hard the historian of Saint Gallon, who boldly carries Cnut back 
into the tenth century, and sends Otto the Great over into England 
to fight against him (Pertz, ii. 119); ^‘Ottone apud Anglos cum 
Adaltage] rege ipsorum, socero suo, aliquamdiu agente, ut junctis 
viribus Chnutonem Danorum debellaret regem.” Yet Ekkehard 
was born in 980 and died in 1036. 
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NOTE MMM. p. 454. 


The Battle at the Helga. 


This battle is not mentioned in tlie Abingdon nnd Worooster 
Chronicles. Peterborough, followed by Canterbury, j)laces it in 
1025. No enemies but Swedes are spoken of, and their com- 
manders are cidled Ulf and Eglaf. “ peer comon ongean Idf and 
Eglaf and swiSc mycel here, ag'Ser ge landhere ge sciphere of 
SwaSeodc.” Many of Cnut’s men, both Danish nnd I^lnglisli, are 
killed, “and pa Sweon kadVlon weallstowe geweald.’' As for the 
place of the battle, Cnut is said to go “ to Denmcarcon mid scipon 
to pam Holme set ea pa*re halgan.” See Earle, Parallel (Mironicles, 
p. 342 ; only I do not understand how the “ llelge-Aa” could 
“then the boundary between Sweden and the Danish possi^^ions, 
as the old frontier of Sweden and Scania lies ^ume way to the 
north of that river. 

Ulf and Eglaf are douldloss tlio sons of llognval.l and Tngd>ioig, 
of whom Snon-o speaks in the Saga of Saint Olaf, c. <>5 (haing, 11. 
no). At any rate the Ulf spoken of cannot he Ulf the .son of 
Thorgils and 'hrothcr of dytha (see above, Note FKF), nor can 
E<daf be the Eglaf whom we have already heard of (sec i>, 447 )- 
B^t both Snorro in c. i.r ,9 (Eaing, ii. 246) >tnd Saxo (.94. ):.grco 
in makino no mention of the sons of Kognval.l, ami ... .n,.k...g 
Cnut figh” the battle ..gai..st the two Kings Olul '‘■'' 

Omund'of Sweden. They also agree in hr.ng...g ... U f he s.m of 
Thornls; only they bring him i.i in <P»te .hlferct ‘•k...»e(er| 
Lo”makes l.L a traitor who has i.ivitcd the comh...ed Swe.l.d. 
and Norwegian invasion, while Snorro makes h.m r.a lee... fo.n.. r 
mtdeeds 1 .; saving Cnut when in great .lunger. I., the A..nul.. 
Islandorum (Langehek, iii. 4 °) the date is given .is 1027 an. 
nf Ulf Thoroils&on is placed in the same }ear. 

o ciiea e. .u 1 1,':: 

ITK i OW” takim. of course Saxo’s view of the conduct of 
Ulf f -I ‘“'L. : Peterborough writer might very easdy 

^et wron?ia"hi; Ulfs, but he was hardly likely to mhtake Saint 
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Olaf, whose history he knew very well, for a man of such small 
renown as Eglaf Rognvaldsson. 

It must not be forgotten that it is to this battle that William 
of Malmesbury and other writers have, with an utter misconcep- 
tion of the result of the battle, transferred God wine's exploit of 
1019. See above, p. 743. Henry of Huntingdon translates the 
Peterborough Chronicle. Florence, following Abingdon and Wor- 
cester, is silent. 


NOTE NNN, p. 455. 

Cnut’s Relations with the Empire. 

Cnut, according to Saxo (196), was lord of six khigdoms ; ** sex 
prsepollentium regnorum possessor effectus/^ But he does not give 
their names. His commentator Stephanius (p. 212) says, ‘^nempe 
Daniee, Sveciee, Norvegiee, Anglia^, Selaviae, Sembise" [Semba or 
Samlaiid in Eastern Prussia'!]. The Encomiast (ii. 19) says, 
‘‘Quum rex Cnuto solum imprimis Danorum obtineret regirflen, 
quinque regnomm, scilicet Danomarchise, Angliae, Britanniae, Sco- 
tiae, Nordwegae, vendicato dominio, Im^perator exstitit.” Swegen 
Aggesson (c. 5 ; Lang, i, 54) outdoes them all. Cnut’s empire 
extends over the adjoining realms circumjacentia regna suo 
aggregavit Imperio^') from Thule to the Byzantine frontier (“ab 
ultima Thyle usque ad Grsecorum ferme Impcrium’’), taking in, 
seemingly, not five or six, but ten kingdoms ; qiiippe Hybcrniam, 
Angliam, Galliam, Italiam, Longobardiam, Teotoniam, Norwagiam, 
Sclaviam, cum Sambia sibi subjugavit."' Swegen clearly believes 
in three Empires, Greek, German, and S,candinavian. His exag- 
gerations may be compared with the exaggerations of Dudo and 
Rudolf Glaber with regard to the Norman Dukes. On the other 
hand, Prior Godfrey (Satirical Poets, ii, 148) allows Cnut only 
three kingdoms, the three most obvious, 

*^Sic insigne caput trino diademate cingit, 

Dum Danes, Anglos, Northigenasque regit.” 

The Danish writers thus paint Cnut as at least the equal of 
Conrad ; but I am not quite sure that Wipo, in a passage already 

Vip describes Conrad at his Imperial 
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coronation as walking between the two Kings Cnut and Kudolf, 
lias not a lurking wish to imply that Cnut stood in mucli the 
same relation to Conrad that Kudolf did. And the cireuinstanees 
of the visit, the sight of Pope and Caesar in all their glory in 
the old home of both, would he very likely to impress the mind 
of the still newly-converted lord of Northern Europe, and to make 
him feel somewhat less Imperial than he felt eitlier at Winchester 
or at Koskild. But even in Wipe’s account tliere is nothing to 
make us think that Cnut did more than yield to Conrad the formal 
precedence to which he was certainly entitled, and above all at 
such a moment. 


* As to the marriage of Gunhild to King Henry there is no kind 
of doubt; bui the plain fact has been elomled over with many 
fables. That the betrothal took place during the reign of (huit 
I infer from the account of Adam of Bremen (ii. 54), who after 
talking largely of Cnut, Archbisliop Unwan of Hainbing, and the 
Emperor Conrad, goes 011 to say; ‘Ghiin regc Danoruin sive Angdo- 
rum, mediante arehiepiscopo [IJnwan], h-eit pacein. Cujus etiam 
filiam Iinperator hlio suo deposcens uxorem, dedit ei eivilatem 
Sliaswig cum marclia qum traiis Egdorain est, in fmdns ainieitias 
et cx eo tempore fuit regum Dania^.” But (he.e is no douht that 
the marriage was not celehrat<‘d till 1036, when Cnut was dead. 
See Wipo, c. 35, who calls the bride Cunchihlis, ami the Ilildesheim 
Annals in anno (Pertz, iii. 100), where we read tliat “ reg.na 
Cunihild nomine ... in natali Aposlolonini regalem <oronan. 
accepit et mutato nomine in bemaliciione Cuniguml 
Sec also Ilepidanni Annales in anno (ap. Duchesne, Per. hranc. 
Scriptt. iii. 479 )- Willian^ of llalnu.sl,nry (n. .88) ,s s,. far 
accurate as to place the u.arriagc after C.n.t s cl. a h, hut he .1 
the story with great confusion. He grows spe.ia ) ^ . 
the splendour of the hridc’s progress, just as Roger oMVuilovc 
(iv 332 ct seqq.) docs over the marriage of Isabella, . hmghf.T o 
John with ELeriek the Second ; but AVillhun makes 1 artlaunu 

Ld ills sistei» from England, though Harthaenut - 

, • ..A onri he seems to place the marriage aftei the trial 

therein 103 ’ . ti ^vas prohahly this confusiou 

and acquittal o ^ o wine in ’ .. i„,perator Alcmannorum,” 

Wich led him to speak of Hoy - ^1 ^ f,„.er 

for though Henry did not become Empcior till 104 , y 
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died in 1039, leaving to Henry, as Wipo (c. 39) says, regni rem, 
Imperii autem spem, bene locatam,’* Wace also (Roman de Ron, 
6552) tells us ; 

Gunnil fu h, Home men<^0. Fame fu h TEmperdor ; 

Et h, Rome fu mariee ; Ne pout aveir plus halt seignor." 

Besides that Henry was not yet Emperor, the marriage was (see 
the Hildesheim Annals, u. s.) not celebrated at Rome but at 
Nimwegcn. Gunhild died July i8th, 1038, quasi in limine 
vitce,” as Wipo (e. 37) says, before the death of Conrad. There 
is another inaccurate account of the marriage in Kerning's Wor- 
cester Cartidary, 267 (Monasticon, i. 596), where the bridegroom 
is described as Imperator Cono " and Brihtlieah, Bhhop of 
Worcester, appears as one of the bride’s suite; Idem vero 
episcopus Brihtegus quodam in tempore ad 8axoniam Gunnildse, 
Cnuti regis filite, ductor exstitit, quum ‘earn Imperator Cono 
uxorem duceret, ct quemdam ministrum sibi valde carum, Hearle- 
winum nomine, socium itineris secus habuit." But the mistakes of 
all these writers seem pardonable when wc turn to the wonderful 
romance which some of the Scandinavian writers have devised by 
rolling together the Roman pilgrimage of Cnut, the marriage of 
Gunhild, and seemingly also the Italian expedition of Conrad and 
Henry, which happened (see Wipo, c. 35) soon after Henry’s 
marriage. Saxo (196) is comparatively brief. After the descrip>- 
tion of Cnut as lord of six kingdoms, he tells us how he married 
Gunhild to Henry and then went and restored the authority of his 
son-in-law over certain rebels in Italy, ‘‘ Canutus . . . eximio 
sui fulgore etiam Romanum illufctravit Impcriurn. Enimvero ejus 
principi Henrico filiam Gunnildam nuptum tradidit, eumdcmquc 
paullo post Italica consternatione perculsum auxilio prosqquutus, 
pristinse fortunje, pressa rebellium conspiratione, restituit.” Swegen 
Aggesson (c. 5 ; Langebck, i. 54) is much fuller. Henry, already 
Emperor, marries Gunhild ; he is driven from Rome by a sedition, 
and comes to crave help of his fathcr-in-law (‘^ quern quum Romani 
tuniultuaria seditione a regio pepulissent solio, socerwm adiens ejus 
auxilium imploravit ”). Cnut, seemingly glad of the chance 
(^‘nactus occasionem illustris ille proecluhque Kanutus'’), sets out 
to avenge his wrongs. On the road, seemingly by way of pastime, 

1 exercitu suo, prirao Qalliam depopu- 
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lando invasit”); he then harries Lombardy and Italy, which, it 
will be remembered, Swegcn had already reckoned as separate 
kingdoms, and compels the Romans to receive their Emperor back 
again (‘‘multimoda virtute com]>iilit Romanos civitatem sibi 
resignare, tandemqiie imperatorem et gencnim tlirono sno iTsii- 
tuit”). He then goes to France, which is seemingly looked on as 
something different from Gaul ; yet most certainly Latin and not 
Teutonic Francice is intended, for Cnut goes to Tours (‘'cum 
ingenti tripudio ad Franciam usque commeavit, Turonisque ]>ro- 
fectus,"’ &c.) and carries off thence potenter seimm as])ortavit ”) 
the relics of Saint Martin, which he translates to Rouen, on 


account of his great love for that city; “co (juod illam |Rotlio- 
m^igum] prae ceteris spccialcm diligeret.” This wild talk about 
Rouen must bg compared witli another ef[ually wild tab' whii*h 
I shall have to mention presently about Cnut dying befon* Romm. 
It is no wonder thitt Swegen’s e<litor says, “Minim cst Sm^n- 


onem et in hoc et in plurimis historian ('amdi M. monwntis a(h*o 
hallucinaliim csso.” Swegon wrolo iiLcnt in llu- .Im.nk <>1 

Frederick Barbarossa and Henry Hic SixOi, and ll woHli noting 
how thorougVdy both ho and Ids elder eont.-mixirary Waco lo.ik 
on the Homan Emperor as the local sovereign of Home, in op- 
position to William of Malmosbnry’s slipi-hod talk about “Iniperator 


Alemannorum.’' i i • 

About Gunhild, M^ilHam of Malmesbury has a h‘gend wlncJi is 

the same as that of Sir Aldingar and Queen rieanor in Ikncy’s 
Reliques. The King’s name in both tales is Henry, (.un ‘ 
a daughter, Beatrice, Abbess of Quedlinghurg (see Struvius, i. 3.',r, . 
The only English princess, Matilda daughter of Ib nry the Se-nd 
who was the mother of an Emperor, was not the wife of an 


Emneror or even of a King. 

On the cession of Sleswick, A.lam, as quoted lu the 
quite explicit. On the Eider as the boundary of the Caroling .u 

nr- ‘V ""t”"' 'rcr»-r»n 

Annals of Fulda (Pertz, i. 355 et seqq.), 8. i, 8 o 7 , J 

can be plainer, than the last 

qui illos [Danos] et Saxones dir.m.t 1 “ of 

the boundary till i866 I shou i ^ . dissolved 

confusion, 1806-I814, when the Roman E . I I 
and when the German Confederation had not jet bee 

VOL. I. ^ ° 
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During these years Holstein, the Transalbiana Saxonia^’ of 
Einhard, was united to the kingdom of Denmark by an act as 
regular as any act of that irregular time. 


NOTE 000 . p. 469. 

JElfred the Giant. 

-d^LFRED is a name so purely English that the presumption in 
favour of the English birth of any one bearing it in tliis generation 
is extremely strong. There is no doubt that Alfred is the name 
intended. The giant is “ Alvredus cognomento gigas^^ in William 
of Jumi^ges, and ^^Alvredus'^ is the name by which he calls the 
English iEtheling A^lfred. In the Homan de Eon lie is “Auvere,” 
“Alverei/* Alvei'e;” the JEtheling is “A^^vered” and Alvred.’' 
So in Mary of France (see Hoquefort, ii. 34 and vol. iii. p. 572, 
iv. p. 796, V. p. 594) JSlfred appears as “Auvert/' “Auvres/' 
‘‘Alurez/’ ^’Affrus.” The only chance against A^lfred being an 
Englishman is the chance — a somewhat faint one, I think — that 
the name may also have been in use among the Saxons of Baycux. 
M. Pliiquet (Roman de Eou, ii. 17) says that the name is still 
common in the district, seemingly under the form of ^^Auvray/’ 
But ^^Auvray ” may be ^‘Alberic;'' and we shall find that Aillfred 
and Eadward were just the two English names which we shall 
find that a later generation of Normans did adopt. 

I have a note, but I cannot lay my liand on the reference, of a 
^charter of Hugh Capet in 967 signed by ^^Alfredus monachus;'' 
and ^‘Alfridus abbas Sancti Vulmari” signs in 1026 (Chron. 
Sithiense, p. 175) a charter of Baldwin, Bishop of Tcrouanne. 
These two can hardly be the same man, but both may be English- 
men. It is more singular to find the name in Italy. Yet we read 
in Donizo’s Life of the Countess Matilda (Murat, v, 372), 

** Ac Mons Alfred! capitur certaiaine freni/' 

Was the mount called from any English pilgrim, ^e great King 
himself perhaps, or did any cognate name exist among Goths or 
Lombards 'I The elfish names are mainly English ; yet Elberich is 
said to be the same as .^Ifric, and Alboin as jElfwine. See Miss 
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Our Alfred signs two charters witli the title of ‘Mdeecomep," 
one in 1025 and one in 1027. He afterwards hecamo a monk at 
Cerisy. Roman de Ron, 8717 ct seqq. He seems (see Neustria 
Pia, 660) to have left a son "William and a daugliter who hears 
the odd-sounding name of Athselinoc, Can this be a corruj)tii>n of 
any English name beginning with (r^el ? 


NOTE PPP. p. 473 * 

Cnut’s Rkuations with Noumanov. 

• The Norman and English writers do not mention the marriage 
of Robert ami Estritli. It is asserted by Sa\o, Adam of Ibemen. 
and Rudolf Glaber. But the two former fell the story with iniieli 
confusion, making EsMth marry, not HoI>ert, but Biebard. 'fbey 
both connect this marriage with Ciiut’s own marriage with l.m.na. 
Raxo’s words (p. 193) i “ Anglorum rebus obtenlis 

nefli;endam cumfinitimis amicitiam deeie% iss. t, Normamme pra feeti 
[an odd title] Roherll fdiam Immam matrimoui.. duMt, r/.-syue 
fratri lUl-ardo sororem Estritbam conjugio ,.oti.-n.lan. permisd. 
The utter confusion of Saxo's ideas about flu- Nonnan )uUes 

is manifest. Adam (ii. . 9 .) -O- i ‘ 'i--! -b™ ^ 

accepit uxoremquo ejus Immam nom.ne, qua- fmt soro, <om.t.s 
Nortmannorum Rikardi. C'ui rex Dam, run. sua.n ded.t 
xr m-o fo'derc. Quam delude ( Imut, rep..di.d.im a 

ir^lf ^ili A-ed^^^^ dedit. . . Et Uika.-.Ius quidou, eo.nes. 
SiniiK ivnm eiinut. Jli.rosolin.nn. i.n.r.Bli.n, .l.i.l.m oWl. 
: 

r„rC':':ju t i:;;:.::; -,r 

marriage with Estrit . > ,,il„rimaoo to .rc-nisal(5ni 

T-* MV 11 Adam’s mention oi the n xi • 

Eng. the person really meant among all Ina 

shows that ^ ^ l,ettcr authority on such a 

confusion. Lastly, Rud xnatb-r. 

p„i„t H,.n to .Tc™»,.n, .o<l 

S: 

3 D a 
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regis Canuc manifestum est duxisse uxorem, quam odiendo divor- 
tium fecerat.” This seems to put the fact of a marriage between 
Robert and Estrith on firm ground. Among the Danish annalists, 
the Esrom Annals (Lang. i. 236) simply copy Adam of Bremen ; 
those of Roskild (Lang. i. 377) tell the same tale in different 
words; “Kanutus victor exsistens, ipsam Yniniam diixit iixorem, 
genuitque ex ea filium Hartheknud. Kanutus Ricardo suam dedit 
sororem nomine Estrid. Quae ab illo repudiata duci Ulf sine 
fratris consensit [cf. Saxo’s tale quoted in p. 746] est conjuncta.” 
The name Margaret given by Adam to the Danish princess is 
remarkable. Estrith might possibly, like Emma and Eadg^^th the 
daughter of Malcolm, have been required to take a Nonnan name 
on her marriage. But the name of Margaret, which became popular 
only through Eadgyth’s mother, is rare throughout the century, 
and this would perhaps be the first instance of it in the West. 

As for the date of the marriage, see Lafpenberg, ii. 217, and 
Pertz’s note to Adam, ii. 52. A dispute between Robert and Cnut 
which could be connected, even mythically, with Cnut’s death and 
Robert’s pilgrimage must be placed quite late in their reigns. 
And as the offender is always looked on as the reigning Duke, 
1028, or (if we take the reckoning of Florence under 1026 and 
the Peterborough Chronicle under 1024) 1026, is the earliest 
year to which the transaction can be referred. Ulf was killed 
in 1025. William the Bastard was bom in 1027 or 1028. As 
for Estrith’s dowry, Saxo tells us that Cnut, before her marriage 
with Ulf, ^'sororem Sialandiae redditam regianim partium func- 
tione donavit ” (p. 1 94). After Ulf s death, execution, or murder, 
‘‘Canutus violatse necessitudinis injuriam, ac sororis viduitatem, 
duarum proviuciarum attributione pensavit” (p. 197). He adds 
that she gave them to the Church of Roskild. The Roskild 
Annals (Lang. i. 377) makes her rebuild the church with stone, it 
having before been of wood ; Honorifice sepelivit, ecclesiamque 
lapideam in loco lignese construxit, quam multis modis ditavit.” 

I need hardly say that Cnut’s expedition to Normandy is quite 
mythical. We have already seen (see above, p. 7681^ a legendary 
account of a campaign of Cnut in Gaul, inclliding a visit to Rouen, 
Which seems to have grown out of his Roman pilgrimage. The 
present legend seems further to mingle up with this the pilgrimage 
" ^ besrinning of the Norman exploits 





In Sicily and Apulia, Saxo, so far as anything can be mack OU^ 
of his chronology, seems to make two Norman expeditions on 
the part of Cnut. The first (p. 194) seems to be early in bis 
reign; ‘^Bikardum, acerrimum uxoris osorem effecfcura, patiia 
exegit.” Afterwards (pp. 200, 201) we have the story of bis great 
expedition and death before Rouen, Eiclmnl is still Duke, hut, 
for fear of Cnut, he flees to Sicily; ''Cujus [Canuti] impetum 
Bichardus Siciliam petens, fuga praecurrero maturav^it/’ Tlw 
mention of Sicily is of course suggested by the exploits of the 
Normans in those regions. Adam, as we have seen, makes Biehard 
flee to Jerusalem. His scholiast adds that the conquest of Apulia 
was begun by forty of his comrades on their return. The source of 
eonfusion is obvious. 

This wild story of Cunt’s death before Rouen seems ])eculiar to 
Saxo. Several of the other Danish writers distinctly assert his 
death in England, f/hron. Esroin. ap. Langebek, i. 2,}6 (wliich 
iftakes him die in 1037); Chron. ilosk. i. 377- attempt ol 

Robert against England is described by William of .Juinieges (vi. 

10, ir) and Wace (Roman dc Ron, 7897 et swpj.). 1 have 
foltowed their account in the text. Only two English writers 
mention it, William of Malmesbury (ii. 180) and John of Walling- 
ford (Gale, 549-550)- William mentions only the mte.Kled 
invasion, and says nothing of the embassies l^fore and after it. 

John of Wallingford tells the story much as William of Jumiegts 
does only, with the usual confusion, he talk.s of llichard instead 
of Robcrl But it is plain from the two Williams that 1 obert 

was the Duke coneerned, so tlmt Johu of 

wr6ng when he places the story m the hrst yea.s of Cuut 

primordiis reg“i ^ sent by 

■R 1 \^t 7 cnnt' ‘‘Maudavit Chunuto regi ut jamjamquc BatiatuH 

rl S telm-.] exleminio illi. p«»r.t, c. .« « 

“"■“i ™d<l...l.- So John Ot Wall ogfor.l. 

“Venerunt Wgati a Normannia . . . qui cum 

A- ..ntantes iuvenibus praedictis regnum postulabant. 

WiUifim ot fe nothing 

riTaeT.U.ling. W.00 ( 7 , 4 .) 

Eadward. 
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NOTE QQQ. p. 480. 

The Division of Cnut’s Dominions. 

That Cnut, like Charles, established a system of under-king- 
doms, to be held by his sons in subordination to his own Imperial 
authority, is distinctly asserted by Saxo (196). Inde [from 
Kome, see p. 768] reversus, Haraldum natu majorem Anglise, 
Danise Canutum, Norvagise Suenonem, quern ex Alvina sustulerat, 
absque ulla majestatis suse diminutione prgefecit. Nam etsi tres 
provincias totidem filiorum regimiiii tradidit, nihilominus commune 
sibi trium imjyeriiim reservavit, neque summam penes alium coiv 
sistere voluit. Prseterea teneris adhuc ducibus in officiorum 
tutelam fortissimorum praesidia sociavit,^' The Ktiytlinga Saga 
(c, 17 ; Johnstone, 144) gives a similar accjpunt, only instead of 
England, it makes Harold Under-king over part of Scotland (sae 
above, p. 761); Knutr konungr hafdi oc til forrada mikinn 
hint af Skotlandi, oc setti hann f>ar Haralld son sinn konung ysir : 
enn po var Knutr konungr ysir-konungr [overkonge] allra J^eirAi.'' 
Now this statement that Cnut established his sons as Under-kings 
under the guardianship of some of his chief men falls in exactly 
with the statement in our own Chronicles that Thurkill was 
established in Denmark as guardian to one of Cnut^s sons (see 
p. 429). The words of the passage (1023) are, ‘'And he betsehte 
purcille Denemearcan and his sunu to healdenne '/* but the details 
of this arrangement, as described both in Saxo and in the saga, 
seem open to much doubt. There is not a shadow of evidence 
that Harold ever reigned as Under -king in England, and the 
statement that he reigned in Scotland, though very remarkable, is 
hardly to be accepted without better authority than that of the 
Knytlinga Saga. The further question arises, who was the son 
whom Cnut left in Denmark 1 Not Harthacnut, who succeeded 
him there, for that kingly bairn was with his mother in England 
(see Chron. Wig, in anno). It must have been one of the two 
doubtful sons, Swegen and Harold, wlibm i| may have been con- 
venient to remove from England, together with their mother, “ the 
other ^Ifgifu.” She and Swegen, it is well knojvn, were after- 
wards quartered in Norway, and this looks as if Harold were now, 
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in the like sort, quartered in Denmark. This would ju-ove a 
change of purpose on Cnut’s part as to the sueeexsion of Ids 
children, as it was Harthacnut who actually succivdeil him in 
Denmark. 

On Swegen's reign in Norway umler the giiar(lianshi|> of his 
mother, see Saxo, 196; Snorro, e. .>52; Laing, ii. 3,4.,. 1 misihcI 

that Saxo conctnved tlie three sons as ha^ing hetai riulor-kiiigs in 
the several kingdoms to which they actually succeed, al ; hut if it 
be true,^as seems likely, that Harold 'was first <[uarfer<*<l as Under 
king in Denmark aiul afterwards displaced lo make way for 
Harthacnut, the fact becomes of imporfance with referemee to tlu^ 
disputed election whicli followed Ids death. 

• As to the divisioii on OmiUs death there setans no doubt at all. 
The account ^iven by Ailum (ii. 2) runs thus ; “ Post <’ujuK 
mortem, succedunt in regnum tilii ••ju.s, llaroldus 

in Angliam, Svein in Nortinanniam, Hardcchmd aut*’m in Dauiam, 
. t . Suein et Harold a eojicubina geniti crant ; q\d, ut mos cst 
barbaris, jequam tunc inter liberos (1nnit sort it i sunt partem 
haereditatis.^^ This is copied by tluj Ksrom ('broidch*, I^ang. i. 
237; cf. Cbron. Rosk. p. 377; Cbron. Kiici, jr 139. As Harold 
actually succeeded in Dngland, foreign wrib^rs seem to have takiui 
for granted that his succession was in accoidaiu'e with (hint’s will ^ 
but it is evident tluit Chmt latterly intended Hugland for Hartlui' 
enut. 

On the expulsion of Swegen and /Klfgifu from Norway, see 
Snorro, Saga of Magnus, c. 4 ; Laiiig, ii. 363. 


NOTE RRR. p. 4S2, 

The Candidatuee of Harold and Harthacnut. 

I HAVE gathered my account of this disputed election wliolly 
from our o>vfi Chronicles, which are the only trustworthy guides. 
The cause o^all the difficulties and contnwlictions with which (he 
subject is involved, i& the fact that the division of thf? king<Ioru 
between Harold and Harthacnut proved a mere ephemeral 
arrangement, asid was set aside within two years. It seems 
therefore to have quite passed out of mind, except with the very 
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few writers with whom minute accuracy was really an object. No 
one would find out the fact from Adam of Bremen, from the 
Encomiast, or even from William of Malmesbury. Of the Danish 
writers it is needless to speak. The Encomiast (iii. i et seq(p) 
sees, so does William of Malmesbury (ii. i88) still more plainly, that 
a strong opposition was made to the election of Harold; they do 
not see that that opposition was so far successful that a temporary 
sovereignty over a part of the kingdom was secured to Harthacnut. 
Even Florence, seemingly hesitating, as he sometimes does, 
between two versions of a story, tells the tale with some confusion. 
But on comparing the Abingdon, Worcester, and Peterborough 
Chronicles, the matter becomes much clearer. The Peterborough 
Chronicle is the primary authority for the division of parties in the 
Witenagemot, for the division of the kingdom bet^ween the two 
competitors, for the regency of Emma and Godwine on behalf of 
Harthacnut. Its statements are copied, with more or less of 
confusion and misconception, by the Canterbury Chronicle, 
Florence, and William of Malmesbury. The Abingdon and 
Worcester Chronicles do not distinctly mention the division, ot‘ 
the kingdom under the year 1035 ; but they imply it under 1037*, 
in the words, “ Her man geceas Harald ofer call to cinge, and 
foisoc HarSacnut,’^ which, unless Harthacnut had before possessed 
part of the kingdom, would be meaningless. Oddly enough, the 
Peterborough Chronicler does not distinctly mention this second 
election of Harold, though he perhaps alludes to it in the words, 
And he [Harold] wses {^seh full cyng ofer call Englaland.*’ Thus 
the two accounts in the Chronicles fill up gaps in each other, and 
between the two we get a full and consistent narrative. 

I believe the controversy to have lain wholly between the two 
sons of Cnut, Harold and Harthacnut. That there was a party in 
favour of one of the sous of -^thelred (see p. 476) is asserted by 
William of Malmesbury (ii. 188); “ Angli diu obstiteruiit, rnagis 
unum ex filiis Ethelredi, qui in Normannia morabantur, vel Harde- 
cnutum filiutn Cnutonis ex Emma, qui tunc in Danemarchia erat, 
regem habere volentes.'' But in the Chronicles, wh^re the pro- 
ceedings in the Witenagemdt are described; we hear nothing of 
any voices being raised on the side of the JEthelings, and William 
himself says (u. s.) of a time a little later; “ Filii Ethelredi jam 
fere omnibus despectui erant, magis propter paternse socordise 
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memoriam, quam propter Danoruni potentiam.” Tliose lai-t wouIh 
arc at least a witness to the freetlom of election on this oeeasion. 

The geographical ilivisiou of parties is clearly inarked in the 
Peterborough Chronicle, which is also the only one which notices 
the share taken by London in the election. We now hear only of 
the “ liSsmen,” not, as in the election of ioi6, of the ‘‘bnrhwarn. 
The proposal for a division I understand to come from II.iri>hl s 
supporters, most likely from Leofrie, the natural meiliator be- 
tween tjie tw'o extreme j)arties. I* do not see what else can bo 
the meaning of the exprcs.sion in the Peterborough I hronich> that 
X/eofric and others chose Harold tintl I/art/iai uut (“ I.eotrie eorl 
and msest calle Jra ])egenas be nor'&in ’li'ineso and ]’ji busmen on 
Lunden gecurou Harold to hcaldes Knglelandes ; Imii ami hit 
broker llardacnuU, Jie Wips on Denemcareon ). '1 his proposid - 

namely the division— Godwine aial the West Saxons ivsist (■‘and 
Godwine eorl and caUe pa yldestan menu on West Seaxon lagon 
oligcau, swa hi lengost mihton; ac hi ne mihton nan |)ing ong<'au 
wcalcan”); that is, they claim the whole kingdom for llartlnomut. 
At last they are obliged to consent to the division and the regency 
(Sandman gcraidde jia ]ia.-t vKlfgifu Hardaenutes mo.lor swte on 
Winceastre mid {lais cynges buscarlum byi.i. sun.i, .ind 
ealle West-Seaxau him to handa ; and Go.lwine eorl was hcora 
healdest man”). Henry of Huntingdon (M. II. H. 7 .-.« '>1 
lates this account, but he wiui evidently pu/./.le.l by the words 
about electing Harold ami J/urthaennt, as he says, ‘ elegerun 
Haraldum, ut conservaret regnum fratri suo Hardeemut, -a most 
unlikely story. The last clause he translates; o-ihum ergo 
inimunt quod Emma regiua cum regia defuncti famiha I';-"- 
conservaret Westse.xe apud Wincestre in opus fdn 
vero consul dux eis esset in re militan. , 

the second cloetion of Harold in 1037. of .M.ilm.shury 
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rights of the ^thclings, which I suppose is his interpretation of 
the words of William, and then himself propose the compromise 
in favour of Harthacnut, For this he refers us to Simeon ; but 
Simeon (X Scriptt. 179) only copies the narrative of Florence, and 
that narrative, as well as that of the “ Saxon Chronicle [Abingdon 
as opposed to Peterborough?], Mr. St. John had just before cast- 
aside as ^‘confusing the whole subject,*’ 

I see that the idea of the Imperial su})i'emacy being reserved to 
Harold has also occurred to Mr. St. John (ii. no). It was sug- 
gested to me by the words of the Peterborough Chronicle (evidently 
misunderstood by the Canterbury Chronicler), And he [Harold] 
wses J^geh full cyng ofer call Englaland.” This however, as I 
remarked just above, may perhaps refer to Harold’s second election 
in 1037. The same idea might also lurk in the other words of the 
Peterborough Chronicler, quoted in the last page, ‘‘ gecuron Harold 
to healdes ealles Englelandes ; him and his, brotSer Hardaenute,’* 
&c. But an Imperial supremacy on the part of Harold seentk 
quite consistent with the general tenor of events, and such a 
supposition may perhaps render the account of the fate of the 
vEtheling jElfred one degree less obscure. 

The story of ^Ethelnoth’s refusal to crown Harold comes wholly 
from the Encomium Emmae, iii. i. But it is possible that the tale, 
if tme, may belong to the second election of Harold in 1037, 
may have been thrust back in the confused chronology of the 
Encomiast, A coronation, sooner or later, seems quite certain. 
It is asserted by Ralph de Diceto, ii. 238, ed. Stubbs ; “ Haroldus 
filius Cnutonis regnavit annis iii. consecratus ab Ethelnodo Doro- 
bernensi archiepiscopo apud Lundonias.” So Roger of Wendover 
(i, 473); ‘^Praevaluit pars Haroldi, et regni Anglise ilium diade- 
mate insignivit."' According to Bromton (X Scriptt. 932), Harold 
was “ ab Ethelnodo Dorobernensi archiepiscopo apud Lundonias 
consecratus.” But the higher authority of the list of coronations 
in Rishanger (427) jdaces it at Oxford, which seems to have been 
Harold’s capital. Believers in the false Ingulf may lilso entertain 
themselves with a story about Harold’s coronation robe, and a 
great deal more about which authentic history is silent. See 
St. John, ii. 107— no. 
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NOTE SSS. p. 489. 

The Death of the .^Kthelino 

I HAVE Stated in tlie text the eldef versions a.s to tlie <h.i(h 
of yElfied. The diffeient statcaneiits may he Lfroiiped uiulor two 
main heads, those which put the event at its riolii dat,* malc r the 
reign of Harold, and those which yiove it to some other time. 
It is th^ former class whose statements we must weigh against 
other,* the latter arc nsefiil mainly as illustrating paiticular jaiints. 
and as examjdes of the way in whieJi legiaals glow. 

^ 1 he earliest English account is that which is fouiul. in illth rent 
shapes, in the Abingdon and Worcester ( dironiiE's. I Vt<‘rlM»rough 
is silent about* the whole matter. T1h‘ story, (‘\e(‘pt a few lines 
at the beginning, tak(*s the lorin ol a hullad, as it aj^ptars in 
Mjr. Earles Parallel Pliriinicles. It is astonishing that Mr. 
Thorpe should have printed it as plain prose, when it plainly is, 
not only, like the songs ot Hrunanimrh and Maldon, in rhythm, 
but*actually in rime. This was sc’cn long ago by l)r. Ingrjun, w'ho 
not only printed it as verse, but attempted a riming vi rsion of his 
own in modern English. I have in tlu‘ text analysed the jui'onnt 
thus given. The romarkahle point is that the Abingdon (dironieh.* 
distinctly accuses (Jodwine, wdnie the Worcester \erHion lea\cs <;ut 
his name. In the prose introduction, yEIfreil the imaH ent (“ un- 
scet^Siga ^theling lands and w ishes to go to his mot lie?*, who 
sat at Winchester. Then says Ahing<lon, “Ae hit him ne gi Imfude 
Goihjohie eorl 7 ie ec opre m*^.n J^e mye<*I mihton W'ealdan : forj^an hit 
hleot 5 )rode pa swi^e toward Haraldes, j?<di hit unriht wa re.” Hut 
in Worcester it stands, “Ac j^a^t ne gej^afodoii }>a ))e rni<<d 
weoldon on Jiisan lande ; for|?an hit hleoj^rade swi^'e to Hurohh*, 
Jjeah hit unriht waere." 80 the beginning of the ballad btunds tn 
Abingdon, 

Godwins hine pa gelctUj, 

And hine on lia*ft sutte 

while in the Worcester veision it runs, 

“Da let he [Harold] hine on hjcft Hcttan." 

There can be no <loubt that hen- the Abingdon vemion is the 
original, and that the Worcester text, which destroys rhythm and 
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rime, was altered by an admirer of Godwiiie. But as to the 
prose introduction the case is far less clear ; the words “ Godwino 
eorl ne ec oj?re men” might just as well be an interpolation. So in 
Florence the mention of Godwine comes in very awkwardly; 
‘‘ Quod indigne gravitcrque ferebant potentes nonnulli, quia, licet 
injustum esset, Haroldo multo devotiores exstitere quam illis, 
maxime, ut fertui\ comes Godwinusy 

Florence's version is made up by modifying the account in the 
Chronicles, with some touches^ from other quarters. He makes both 
brothers come, changing the words “ iElfred se unsce'SSiga 8eJ)eling ” 
into innoccntes clitones iElfredus et Eadwardus.'' While in the 
Chronicles iElfred simply wishes to go to his mother (^‘wolde to 
his nioder pe on Wincestre sa3t”), and is hindered by certain mon, 
Godwine or others, in this account both the iEthclings actually 
visit their mother (‘‘ad suse matris colloquium, quae inorabatur 
Wintouiae, venere ”), and Godwine and the other powerful men are 
simply displeased at their coming (“ indigne gravitcrque ferebant," 
as above). Then comes the strangest part of his statement; that 
Godwine seized and imprisoned iElfred is simply translated from 
the ballad, but Florence now introduces the almost iiicompretion- 
sible assertion that iElfred, when he was seized, was going to 
London for a conference with Harold ; “ Hie quidem [Godwinus] 
iElfredum, quum versus Lundoniam, ad regis Haroldi colloquium, 
ut mandarat, properaret, retinuit, et arcta in custodia posuit [‘ hine 
]5a gelette and hine on hajft sette The companions of iElfred, 
to the number of six hundred, are sold, killed, or tortured at 
Guildford ; the place is not mentioned in the Chronicles. Emma 
then sends back her son Eadward, who had stayed with her (“* qui 
secum remansit ") and had not set out with his brother, with all 
haste to Normandy. Then, at the bidding of Godwine and certain 
others (“Godwini et quorumdam aliorum jussione"), iElfred 
is taken to Ely, and the rest of the story follows as in the 
ballad. 

It is plain tliat Florence in writing this had one or both of the 
Chronicles before him, and tried to work in details from other 
sources which were really inconsistent with, the account which the 
Chronicles gave. One change is of special importance. The ballad 
simply mentions the companions (“geferan") of iElfred without 
any account of their number or who they were, Florence makes 
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them six hundred, and adds the very important statement that 
they were Norman knights or soldiers. Tin' .KthelingH eomo. 
“ multis Normannlcis militihiia seeum assum]>tis, in Anuliam 
paucis transvecti navihiis.” This touch clearly comes from the 
Norman version, whicli represents the first attem]>t of the -Hthelings 
as an actual invasion, an idea whicli the Chronicles do not siigg«’st. 
It is also jdainly from the same source that he got th(‘ idea that 
Eadward had any share in thr Imsincss. 

The ballad in the two Chronicles has about it somethimr of that 
vagueness which is natural in a poem which is rather a jtious 
lamentation than a narrative. The Norman account, true (»r fals(’, 
is at least fuller and cleai’i'i*. It first ajijn'ars in William of Hoiliers. 
tlie Conqueror’s cha])lain, the extant ])art of whose' nairatiNe 
begins at tliis^^oint. He is fidlowed by William ol .lumiege's (\li. 
8, 9), who is followed by AVace (Koinun do Kmi, 97r,<) el se<p|.). 
I have given the substance of their story in the text, and I do not 
know that there is anything to remark, vxc(‘]*t that at the end (d 
his tale William of Poitiers turns round and reviles (lodwine in an 
addi-ess in the second person, much na at a later stage (d Ids 
narrative he reviles Harold. 


We now come to the version of the Encomiast. He is a 
perplexing writer to deal with ; one knows not what to make of 
an historian who was either so easily imposed ujm.m f.r else so 
utterly reckless as to truth. A eonfemi.orary w.it. r who H 
out Emma’s marriage with yEthelred, who looks on tli.’ ,i;tlielin;;s 
as sons of Ciint, who is ignorant that his heroin.' was n. liially 
Queen-regent over Wessex, is really somewhat of a eoriosily. Ills 
astounding statement (ii. 18) that Eadward and Ailfrci wer.' (lie 
sons of Cnut I have already spoken .if in Note Bl'di. In his 
present account (iii. i) Emma remained in KiiKhind after th.' -leatli 
of Cnut, grieving for the death of her liushand and tli.' Hh.s.'nee of 
her sons (“sollicita pro filiorum absentia”). He then ko.h on. 
“Namque unus eorum, ITardeciiuto scilicet, .piem pntoi 
Danorum constituit, suo morahatur in regno, <luo v.,ro 
Normanni* inihus ad nutriendum traditi, cum 
degebant Rotberto.” These last are the Kins of ; 

the younger of the two (“Alfridus minor nat.i m. 4). •« 

™tim of the prA.nl ...T- I‘ » l''“ .‘ t.";,. 

filii” of Cnut, spoken of in the former passage, are meant to be 
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same as the -^thelings. All three brothers being absent, “ factum 
est,” he goes on to say, ut quidam Anglorum, pietatem regis sui 
jam defuncti obliti, mallent regnum suum dedccorare quam ornare, 
reliiiquentes nobiles filios insignis regina? Kmmge, et eligentes sibi 
in regem quemdam Haroldum,'' &c., &c. (see above, p. 775)* He 
then goes on with JGthclnoth’s refusal to crown Harold (see above, 
p. 4S7), and with Harold’s ungodly manner of life (see p. 504). 
Then comes the forged letter and the rest of the story, as I have 
told it in the text. The piece of detail most worthy of notice is 
the writer’s remarks (iii. 5) on the decimation of JElfred’s com- 
panions (on the alleged decimation at Canterbury in 1012, see 
above, p. 674) ; 

Traditi sunt carnificlbus, quibus etiam jussum ut nemihi 
parcerent nisi quern sors decima offerret. Tune tprtores vinctos 
ordinatim sedere fecerimt, satis supraque eis insultantes, illius 
interfectoris Thebaete legionis exemplo usl sunt, qui decimavit 
priraum innocentes multo lus mitius. Hie enim rex paganissimus 
ClirivStiaiiorum novem pepercit, occiso deciino : at hi profanissimi 
falsissimique Christiani bonorum Chi istianorum novem pcrimcriint, 
decimo dimisso.” 

Now when a writer, whether through ignorance or through 
design, goes so utterly wrong about the birtii of his hero, about 
the position of his heroine and the general condition of tlie kingdom, 
one hardly knows how to accejit anything that he tells us. Yet his 
account, if used with caution, seems to su]q)]y some useful hints. 
His account is the only one which, while consistent with Godwine’s 
innocence, explains the origin of the belief as to his guilt. If we 
accept his account of what happened between God wine and A^llfrcd, 
the various statements become intelligible; we see how the opposite 
stories could arise, which in any other way it is hard to see. The 
tale of the forged letter has a very odd sound, and the details may 
easily be mythical. Yet something of the kind would fill up the 
gap in the Chronicles, in which Alfred comes over to England 
without any particular reason for his coming, better than William 
of Poitiers’ wild talc of a Norman invasion, which k most likely 
a mere repetition of the attempt of Robert. ‘ 

The Encomiast seems to have had no notion that Emma was at 
Winchester, but rather to have fancied that she was in London. 
JElfred, before he has landed, is recognized by his enemies, who 
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wish to seize him volebant eum adgrcdi/' iii. 4), hut li(‘ eM‘a]>0R, 
lands elsewhere, and sets out to go to his mother (“ inatreiu panihat 
adire”). When he has got near to her (“ uhi jam erat proximiis ”). 
he is met by Godwine, who j)ersuades him not to go to Loudon, and 
takes him to Guildford (‘‘dcvians eum a Londonia, indiixit eum in 
villa Gildefordia nuncupata ”). TJie mistake is remarkalde, for to 


quarter Emma in London instead of at Winchester imjditvs utter 
ignorance as to her real posHion. ^Hut it secuus (piiU* plain that 
the Enoomiast did not mean to identify (lodwine either with tlie 
adversarii ” of ^Elfred whom he ha<l mentiom'd just l^oioic. nor 
yet with tlie ‘‘complices Ilarohli infandissimi tyranni (iii. 5), who 
arc spoken of afterwards. And he exjuvssly slnits oiH I In* story ot 
invasion and battle which a]>]>ears in William ot Loitiors. I In* 
companions of, A^:ifrcd are indeed called “ coinmilitoms ” (iii. ■\\ 
but, when Haldwin offers him tin* help of an arnn<l foiro, ho 
declines it (“cum maibhione Lalduino moral us, ot ah (‘o ro-atus ut 
afiquam partem sua^ militije seeum dinrret propter insnlias 
hostium”). This seems to forbid the notion of a fono such as 
the, Norman writers speak of, a forci^ which could divam (d tin* 


conquest of England or even of Wessex. 

The only other independ(‘nt witness is tin- strong i.arti/.an oi 
Godwine, the Biographer of Eadward (\ita lladw. .|or). He 
perhaps slnnys some wish to slur tin. story over ; Imt Ins a. eonnt of 
the time between the .ieatl. of Cn.it an.l (l.o . Irrl.o., -I Ka.i«ar.l 
throughout coiifusc.1 ami meagre. He hriug^ u, (lie s(ory ..i .KHn.l 
only iiicicleutally, not in its ehronologi.al plare hut miu h a(. p, 
when describing the atte.npts of (he Xonnau y-. hh.du,). h-h-.l - 
BOW dissensions between King Kadward and the Ka.l He mmuly 
says that vKlfred, incautiously cnt.'ring (he cm, try «,th Hom- 
French companions, was seized and put to death by Inrtme ,y 
order of Harold, his comrades being killed. s..l,l, an, sy ,.i 
Godwine was still, under Harold as under (inut, ; ; 

of the King (‘; CO e,uo,ue te.npore 

prit haialus/' See above, p. 733)» ' 1 • » 1 • . 

.0 «nn .1.0 0- 

tot llie Bioemp'i'f .11 of tl.o... 

T,..,o TO tl,. oarlic. 

c.»., »,..io .,.o 
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of Eadward personally knew Qodwine. Tlieir differences and 
contradictions are therefore the more amazing ; and their one point 
of agreement is more amazing still, namely, that they all forget, 
as I said in the text, that Emma and Godwine were ruling in 
Wessex in the name, not of Harold, but of Harthacnut. The 
division of tlic kingdom, the regency of Emma and Godwine, are 
facts which cannot be 'doubted ; they are affirmed by two of the 
Chronicles and they are implied by the other two (see above, p. 776). 
But in telling the tale of ^Effred all this is forgotten. Even the 
Biogi'apher of Eadward, the formal apologist of Godwine, seems, in 
the very act of defending him, to forget his real position. The 
Encomiast, whose version is the most favourable to Godwine s 
innocence, seems to know nothing of any King but Harold* ; 
Godwine, if not HarohUs minister, is at least Harolds subject. 
On comparing all these writers, the question at once arises. How 
far, when their main story involves so grea^ a miscon(‘eption, can 
we trust any of their details 1 The inconsistency is manifest ^ ^t 
seems to have been felt at the time. The ballad which laments the 
fate of the ^theling is found only in those Chronicles whicl^ do 
not directly mention the division of the kingdom. And, even of 
these, one inserts the ballad in a form which docs not accuse 
Godwine. Tlie Peterborough Chronicler, who is so clear as to 
the division of the kingdom, says nothing about thc^ fate of the 
^theling. The Norman writers, so eloquent about the fate of the 
^theling, know nothing of the kingship of Harthacnut. Florence, 
who attempts to combine the two stories, falls into all kinds of 
confusions and inconsistencies. It was no doubt the feeling of this 
inconsistency, the feeling that the story, as told, could not Have 
happened at the time to which it is fixed, which made later writers, 
from William of Malmesbury onwards, move it to various other 
dates. William’s own account (ii. 188) is very remarkable. He 
hardly believes the story, because it is not in the Chronicles, but he 
tells it, because it was a common report ; “ Quia fama serit, non 
omisi ; sed quia chronica tacet, pro solido non assenii.” He 
therefore had the Peterborough Chronicle before kim. So just 
before ; Sane ne silentio premam quod de priraogenito [Alfred 
was certainly the younger] Ethelredi Elfredo rumigeruli spargunty 
The tale is placed by him in 1040, after the death of Harold and 
before the arrival of Harthacnut. Sir Thomas Hardy^ in his note, 
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proposes to read mortem Cnutonis for mortem Haroldi,” but 
this is rather destroying evidence than explaining it. Alfred 
enters the kingdom ; by the treachery of his countrymen, chiefly of 
Godwine compatriot arum peifidia et maxime Godwin! he is 
blinded at Gillingham (probably a mistake for Guildford) ; thence 
he is taken to Ely, where he soon dies. His com2)anions are 
beheaded, save one out of each ten, who are allowed to escape. 

This date, if it rested on. any authority, would be far more 
probable, than the other. Henry of "Huntingdon (M. H.B. 758 D) 
pushes on the story yet a reign further. It is now placed after the 
death of Harthaenut in 1042. On that King’s death the English 
send for Alfred, the elder of the ^thelings, to succeed to the 
CVown. He comes, and brings with him a great number of his 
mother’s kinsfolk and of other Normans. Now Godwine (^'quum 
esset consul fortissimus et proditor sa?viss‘nius ”) has determined 
that the new King sIaiII marry his daughter. But he sees that 
^^Ifred’s higli spirit (‘‘(juia primogenitus («'at et magna3 probitatis’ ) 
will not consent to this scheme, while he thinks that the milder 
s])irjt of Eadward frater minor et simplicior will submit to the 
ydke. Godwine then harangues the Witan intimavit igitur 
proceribus Anglice ”) ; AClfred has brought with him too many 
Normans; he has promised them lands in England; it will not be 
safe to allow so valiant and so crafty a people to take root in the 
land ; the strangers must be punished lest other strangers should 
venture to presume on their kindred with Kings to meddle with 
Englislmien and English affairs (‘‘ne alii posthsec audeant pro regis 
cognatione sc Anglis ingerere ”). Alfred’s Norman companions are 
then decimated at Guildford, in the fashion above mentioned ; but 
even the tenth part seem to the English too many to be allowed to 
live nimium visum est Anglis tot superesse ; so they are 
decimated again ; the ACtheling is blinded and sent to Ely, as 
before. Ralph the Black (157) brings in his version incidentally. 
Under the reign of Harthaenut, he says, “Edwardum fratrem suum 
a Normannis revocans, secum pacifice aliquamdiu habuit. Nam 
alter frater, Aluredus scilicet, ad stipitem ligatus a Godwino in 
Hely perernptus est, tei^ decimatis commilitonibus aj^ud Guldedune, 
port mortem Haroldi, antequam regnaret Hardeenutus, consilio 
Stigandi archiefiscopiy This last strange statement may be taken 
in connexion with a scandal which charged Emma herself with a 
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of Eadward personally knew Qodwine. Their differences and 
contradictions are therefore the more amazing ; and their one point 
of agreement is more amazing still, namely, that they all forget, 
as I said in the text, that Emma and Godwine were ruling in 
Wessex in the name, not of Harold, hut of Harthacnut. The 
division of the kingdom, the regency of Emma and Godwine, are 
facts which cannot be *dovibted ; they are affirmed by two of the 
Chronicles and they are implied by the other two (see above, p. 776). 
But in telling the tale of -d^ffred all this is forgotten. Even the 
Biogi'apher of Eadward, the formal apologist of Godwine, seems, in 
the very act of defending him, to forget his real position. ’ The 
Encomiast, whose version is the most favourable to Godwine's 
innocence, seems to know nothing of any King but Harold ; 
Godwine, if not HarokPs minister, is at least Harold’s subject. 
On comparing all these writers, the question at once arises, How 
far, when their niain story involves so great^ a misconception, can 
we trust any of their details'! The inconsistency is manifest; it 
seems to have been felt at the time. The ballad which laments the 
fate of the ^theling is found only in those Chronicles which do 
not directly mention the division of the kingdom. And, even of 
these, one inserts the ballad in a form which does not accuse 
Godwine, The Peterborough Chronicler, who is so clear as to 
the division of the kingdom, says nothing about the fate of the 
^theling. The Norman writers, so eloquent about the fate of the 
jEtheling, know nothing of the kingship of Harthacnut. Florence, 
who attempts to combine the two stories, falls into all kinds of 
confusions and inconsistencies. It was no doubt the feeling of this 
inconsistency, the feeling that the stor}% as told, could not have 
happened at the time to which it is fixed, which made later writers, 
from William of Malmesbury onwards, move it to various other 
dates. Wniiam’s own account (ii. 188) is very remarkable. He 
hardly believes the story, because it is not in the Chronicles, but he 
tells it, because it was a common report ; “ Quia fama serit, non 
omisi ; sed quia chronica tacety pro solido non asserui.” He 
therefore had the Peterborough Chronicle before kim. So just 
before ; Sane ne silentio preraam quod <^e primogenito [Alfred 
was certainly the younger] Ethelredi Elfrcdo rtimigeruli spargunt.^' 
The tale is placed by him in 1040, after the death of Harold and 
before the arrival of Harthacnut. Sir Thomas Hardy^ in his note, 
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proposes to read mortem Cnutonis for mortem Haroldi,” but 
tliis is rather destroying evidence than explaining it. 71 '^lfred 
enters the kingdom ; by the treachery of his countrymen, chiefly of 
Godwine (“ compatriotarum perfidia et maxime Godwini ”), he is 
blinded at Gillingham (probably a mistake for Guildford) ; thence 
he is taken to Ely, where he soon dies. His companions are 
beheaded, save one out of each ten, who are allowed to escape. 

This date, if it rested on- any authority, would be far more 
probable, than the other. Henry of Huntingdon (M. H.B. 758 D) 
pushes on the story yet a reign further. It is now placed after the 
death of Hartliacnut in 1042. On that King’s death the English 
send for Alfred, the elder of the JEthclings, to succeed to the 
CVowii. He comes, and brings with him a great number of his 
mother’s kinsfojk and of other Normans. Now Godwine (^'quum 
esset consul fortissimus et proditor ssevissliuus ”) has determined 
that the new King sbill marry liis daughter. But he sees that 
^Jlfred’s high spirit (‘‘cpiia priinogenitus c^’at ct magnse probitatis’ ) 
will not consent to this scheme, while he thinks that the milder 
spirjt of Eadward ('' frater minor et simplicior will submit to the 
ycike. Godwine then harangues the Witan intimavit igitur 
proceribus Anglioe ”) ; Alfred has brought with him too many 
Normans; he has promised them lands in England; it will not be 
safe to allow so valiant and so crafty a people to take root in the 
land ; the strangers must be punished lest other strangers should 
venture to presume on their kindred with Kings to meddle with 
Englishmen and English affairs (“ne alii posthsec audeant pro regis 
cogiiatioiie so Anglis ingerere ”). Alllfred’s Norman companions are 
then decimated at Guildford, in the fashion above mentioned ; but 
oven the tenth part seem to the English too many to be allowed to 
live niiniuin visum est Anglis tot superesse ; so they are 
decimated again; the vEtheling is blinded and sent to Ely, as 
before. Halph the Black (157) brings in his version incidentally. 
Under the reign of Hartliacnut, he says, ‘‘Edwardum fratrem suum 
a Normannis^ revocans, secuni ^^acifice aliquamdiu habuit. Nam 
alter frater, Aluredus scilicet, ad stq^item ligatus a Godwino in 
Hely peremptus est, tef decimatis commilitonibus a23ud Guldedune, 
port moitem Haroldi, antequam regnaret Hardeenutus, consilio 
Stigandi archie'pisco'pir This last strange statement may be taken 
in connexion with a scandal which charged Emma herself with a 
VOL. I. 3 E 
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partnership in the deed. (See p. 498 and Note SSS.) There is 
no need to jioiiit out that Stigand was not Archbishop untill long 
afterwards. 

Bromton (X Scriptt. 934 et scqq.) gives several versions, but 
decides in hivour of oiie grounded on that of Henry of Huntingdon. 
He adds several jiarticulars, esj^eeially that the English nobles were 
to enraged against Godwine that they vowed that he should die 
a worse death than Eadric the betrayer of his cyne-lilaford 
(•‘doniinum suuin naturalem' regem'') Eadinund. (It is- a little 
remarkable that these words are used without any hint as to the 
.sup2K>scd kindred btdweeii Godwine and Eadric.) On this Godwine 
Hcos to Denmark and remains there four years, his lands and goods 
being meanwhile confiscated. But Hromtoii's most remarkable 
version is one in which the death of uElfred, con,ibined with an 
attempt to poison Eadward, is attributed to the joint action of 
Godwine, Harthaenut, and Emma herself. Tlie same scandal 
turns up again in the 'Winchester Annals (Luard, Ann. ]\Ion. ii. 
22) as part of the legend of Emma and the ploughshares. 80 
also in Bromton himself, X Scri})tt. 942. But the AVinchester 
Annalist had just before (Ann, Alon. ii. 17) given Ids own ver- 
sion. The tale is ])laccd in the reign of Harthaenut. Godwine 
wishes to ojoen the succession to his own son Harold. H(‘ 
entices H^llfred over — Duke Bobert, notwithstanding his dcatli 
and burial in the East, kecqis Eadward back in Normandy — and 
causes one tenth of his companions to be beheaded, the rest to 
be tortured and crucified, and the iEtheling himself to be em- 
bowelled. Godwine’s instructions to his agents arc given in 
two very graphic speeches. I trust that so pleasant a writer 
as Eichard of the Devizes is not answerable for this stuff. 8ee 
Mr. Luard’s Preface, p, xi. 

Lastly, two charters ascribed to Eadward the Confessor, but 
of very doubtful genuineness, speak of the murder of A^lfred in 
a way which ought to be noticed. In the first (Cod. Dipl. iv. 173) 
Eadward is made to attribute the death of his brother to Harold 
and Harthaenut conjointly, and to speak of himself t^s being with 
difficulty. rescued from them; Invadentibifis regnum Swegeno et 
Cnuto filio regis [ejus ?], regibus Danorum, ac filiis ipsius Chniiti 
Haroldo et Hardechnuto, a quibus etiam alter meus frater iElfredus 
crudeliter occisus est, solusque, sicut Joas_ occisionem OSolise, sic 
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ego illoniin cruclelitatem evasi/' In the other (Cod. Dipl. iv. i8i) 
the crime is attril)uted io the Danes generally; ^‘Dani (pii . . . . 
fratrein mciiin alium H^Rfredum miserabiliter interemptum ene- 
caverant.” Now, even if these charters be spurious, they still 
have a certain value as witnessing to popular belief on the subje<‘t. 
Neither of them mentions Codwine; liad they done so, Godwine's 
sons could liardly have been represented as signing them. Hut 
the mention of the fact in charters signed by them might imj)ly 
that tli€ subject Avas not one Avliich they at all sought to avoid. 
Tlie ^second charter is perfectly vague ; but the language of llie 
former, attributing tlie deed to Harold and Ilarthacnut, is remark- 
al>le. That irarthaenut personally had no hand in it needs no 
proof; neither was Eadward at any time in the least danger at the 
liands of Hartliacnut, Avho always acted towards him as an attached 
brollier. Is the charge against ITarthacnut meant to conve^y an 
indirect charge against the representative of Harthaenut, that is, 
against Emma herself ( 

I have thus fairly put togetlier, as far as I can, the evidence 
onuthis most [)erj)l('\ing ([uestion. That vElfred landed and was 
put to death by order of Elarold there can be no reasonable doubt. 
Hut one can hai'dly say more, exce})t that, of all the accounts of 
his coming, tlie least likely is that which connects it witli a 
Norman im/asion under the command of Eadward. Tlie cliarge 
against Godwine implies a state of things Avliicli we know not 
to have existed ; on the otber hand it is strange that bis one 
direct apologist should not have used so obvious an argument 
on .bis belialf. In ]ny whole history I know no more remarkable 
instance of mistakes and contradictions on the 2^‘ii‘t of Avriters Avlio 
had every means of being Avell informed. 


NOTE TTT. p. 512. 

^ The BuBiAii of Harold the First. 

j ^ 

The Peterborough Cliroiiicle (1040) distinctly says that Harold 
died at Oxford^ ‘‘ Her fortSferdc Harold cyng on Oxnaforda on 
XI. Kal. Apr. and he Avses bebyrged set Westmynstre.” Worcester 
and Abingdon say merely “ Her sAvealt Hai'old cyng,” without any 

3 ^ ^ 
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mention of the place either of death or of burial. Canterbury has, 
"‘Her forSferde Harold ciug, and he wearS bebyrged at "West- 
inynstre/' Florence however says “ obiit Luiulonia\” That the 
place of his death was Oxford can hardly be doubted, when wo 
remember the charter wliieli I have quoted at ])p. 505, 509. And 
the point is of some importance in relation to the burial of 
AVestminster, wliich becomes still more remarkable in the case 
of a KiuLT who died so far off as Oxford. 

As for the disinterment of HaroUrs body by order of Ifarthacnut, 
two stories seem to have been afloat which Florence tried to put 
into one. His words are ; 

Mox ut regnare eu‘pit injuriarum, quas vcl sibi vel sum gonitriei 
suns antecessor fecerat rex Haroldus, qui frater suns putabatur, 
non immemor, yEifrieum Eboracensem arehiepisco])vm, Godwinuin 
comitem, Stir inajorem domus, Edricum dispensatorem, Thrond suum 
carnifieem, et alios magna^ dignitatis viros,' Lundoniam misit, et 
ipsius Haroldi corpus effodere, et in gronnam projicere jussit : quod 
quum projectum fuisset, id extrahere^ et in flumen Tliamcnse man- 
davit projicere. T>revi autem post tempore a quodam piscatorc 
captum est, et ad Danes allatum sub festinatione, in ccemeterio quod 
habuerunt Luiidoiiiie sepultum est ab ipsis cum hoiiore.'' 

Here we And a mention both of a fen and of the river Thames 
as places into whieli the body was successively thrown. * If we look 
into other accounts, we shall And one story speaking of the fen, and 
another of the river. The Peterborough Clironicle is silent ; the 
Abingd(m and AYorcester speak of the fen ; He let dragan up j:)onc 
deadan Harold ; and bine on fenn onsceotaii.” AVilliam of Malipes- 
bury (ii. 188) tells the story like tlie hecoiid part of the story in 
Florence, except that he adds that the body was beheaded, which' 
Florence does not mention ; also he does not choose to mention any 
of the performers in the disinterment except ^ZElfric. His account 
runs thus ; 

‘‘ Per Alfricum Eboracensem episcopum, et alios quos nominare 
piget, Haroldi cadavere defosso, caput truncari, et iniserando 
mortal ibus exemplo, in Tamesim projici jussit. Iti a quodam 
piscatorc exceptum sagena, in ccemeterio Danorum Londonim 
tumulatur.” 

The special mention of ^Ifric is remarkable, ^t may be that 
the presence of a prelate was netded to sanctify the insult to 
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consecrated ground ; still ^Ifweard would have been the more 
natural performer in his own diocese. And William of Malmesbury 
elsewhere (De Gest. Pont. 250) distinctly asserts that the deed was 
done by the special advice of ^Ifric; Habetur [A^lfricus] in 
lioc detcstabilis, quod Hardacnutus ejiis consilio fratris sui Haroldi 
cadavere defosso caput truncari, et infami mortalibus exempio in 
Tamensem projici jussit.” 

The burying-place of the Danes seems to be first mentioned by 
Williaift of Malmesbury. Ralph de Diceto (i. 186 ed. Stubbs) marks 
it as, the same as the church of Saint Clement Danes ; Brevi autem 
post a quodam piscatore ad Danos allatum est, et in coemeterio 
^uod habuerunt Lundoniie sepultum est apud sanctum Clemcntem.*’ 
He is followed by Bromton (933), who however only speaks of the 
church of Saiwt Clement without any special mention of Danes. 

Florence’s list of the dignitaries employed in this matter is 
fallowed by most of fhe later writers. Roger of Wendover calls 
them milites et carnifices.” On the relation of the great Earls 
^to the officers of the King’s household, see above, p. 89. The 
montion of the major domus ” and the seemingly dignified 
position of Thrond carnifex” (cf, Jeremiah lii. 12) should be 
specially noticed. 

It is really worth while to transcribe tlie narrative of M. de 
BonnechosQ (ii. 61); it is so amusingly coloured; Le corps 
d’Harold, son frero, fut deterre par scs ordres, deca2dt6, jete dans 
iin marais, puis dans la Tamise, et il cxigea que le comte Godwin, 
2)riiicij)al ministre des volontes d’Harold, fut un des instruments de 
la .vengeance cxerccc sur son cadavre et sur unc postulation rebelle, 
Godwin ccjiendant no trouva pas, dans son emjtressement a ob4ir, 
line surete suifisanle ; la clameur jtublii^ue s’elevait contre lui, et le 
designait coinme I’assassin d’ Alfred, fr^re ut6rin du nouveau roi ; 
rarcheveqiie d’Yorck se porta son accusateur devant Hardi-Canut.” 


NOTE VVV. p. 516. 

The Trial and Acquittal of Godwink 

A POINT to be sjtecially noticed in this trial is the form of words 
which Florence, the only itrimary authority who records any form, 
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puts into the month of Godwine and his compurgators. They swear 
that it was not by Godwine’s will or counsel that the ^theling 
Alfred was blinded, and that, whatever Godwine did iu the matter,- 
he did at the bidding of his lord King Harold Non sui consilii 
nec Slice voluntatis fuisse (piod frater ejus crecatus fuis^set, sed 
dominum suum rogem Haroldum ilium hxcore quod fecit jussisse”). 
This is clearly an abridged, and it is most likely an inaccurate, 
I'eport of the oath really taken. It is clcarl}" abridged, because, 
when Godwine by implication confessed to have done something, 
he could not fail to explain more at large what it was that he 
confessed himself to have done. Hut such a form of words is 
consistent with the view that Godwine met yElfreil, or even that 
he arrested /Elfred, within his own earldom, but that he had 
no hand in the barbarous cruelties which followed in a place 
out of his jurisdiction. But the mention of Harold as Godwine’s 
lord again steps in to throw doubt on tlie Vhole formula. The 
only character in which Harold could be called Godwine’s lord 
was tiiat of superior lord of all Britail^, in which character he 
was the lord rather of ITarthaenut than of Godwine. Still, what- 
ever doubts the formula may be open to, it has its worth. It 
points to the general likelihood that Godwine may have had a 
share in the events whi<h led to the death of /Klfied, and yet 
not a gudty share. • 

William Halinesbury (ii. i88), tliough he mt*ntions the oath, 
does rot give any form of words. Roger of Weiidover (i. 478), 
seemingly following Florence, leaves out the elan^e in which 
Hod wine says that he had acted hy order of Hai’old ; “Juravit 
quod neque ingenio s no nee voluntate frater ejus fueiat inioreniptus 
et oculis privatus.” This is remarkahle, as Roger (i. 474) asserts ‘ 
the complicity of Godwine with Harold's doings perhaps more 
strongly than any other writer. Tlie clause appears again in the 
writer called Matthew of Westminster, p. 400. 

I cannot rc.si.st giving some account of the gi*ote|quc legend 
into which the compurgation of Godwine has grown under tho 
hands of the so-called Bromton (X Scrijitt. 937, 8). is trans- 
ferred to the reign of Eadweard. Godwine, it will he remembered 
(see above, p. 786), is, at his accession, in Denmark. Meanwhile 
Eadward comes over to England, he is crowned, and reigns justly 
and mercifully. Godwiue, hearing of his justice and mercy, 
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ventures to hope that the latter princely virtue may be extended 
to himself, and supplicates that he may be allowed to come over 
and plead his cause. This he does in a Parliament,’' where the 
King with his Earls and Barons talk a large amount of Norman 
law. Earl Leofric at last cuts the knot; It is clear that Godwine 
is guilty ; but then lie is the best born man in the land after 
the King himself — therefore it may be presumed, neither the son 
of Wulfnoth the herdsman hor yet the kinsman of the upstart 
Ealdorrtian Eadric — so he and his sons, and I and eleven other 
iioblgs his kinsmen, will bring the King as much gold and silver 
as we each can carry, and the King shall forgive Earl Godwine 
and give him his lands back again. To this singular way of 
observing his coronation oath to do justice the saintly monarch 
makes no objection; Earl Godwine takes his lands, and King 
Eadward takes the broad pieces. Perhaps they were the very 
pieces over which he ^terwards saw the devil dancing. 


NOTE WWW. p. 520. 

The Origin of Earl Siward. 

All that^I can say of Siward (Sigeweard) is that he was most 
likely a Danish %llower of Cnut. A Siward, seemingly the same, 
signs as ‘Gninister ” in 1019 (Cod. Dipl. iv. 9) and 1032 (iv. 39). 
His name is also attached to a doubtful charter of Arebbisbop 
^thelnoth (iv. 53) as ‘'miles,” 

The mythical liistory of Siward will be found in Langebek, 
lii. 288, also in the Chroiiiques Aiiglo-Normandes, ii. 104. The 
pedigree there given runs thus; “Tradunt relationcs antiquorum 
quod vir quidam nobilis, quein Dominus permisit, contra solituin 
ordinem humanse propaginis, ex quodam albo urso patre, muliere 
generosa ma^e, proci^eari, Ursus genuit Spratlingum, Spratlingus 
Ulsium, Ulsius Beorn, cognoraento Beresune, hoc est Jilius ursi” 
Beorn is Siward's father. Ulsius should of course be UlJiuSy and 
the pedigree of course comes fr^m Florence (see p. 423) or from 
the source from^ which Florence drew his pedigree of Ulf. But 
there is something especially grotesque in making Siward a son of 
Biorn Ulfsson, who was killed by Swegen the son of Godwine in 
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1049. >*^'0 was the ancestor of Si ward and Ulf Imd 

also, it would seem, known ursine descendants ; at least so I under- 
stand the legend of Hereward, Chroniiiues Angl.-Norm. ii. 7. 
Hereward there kills a bear, “ quoin ineliti ursi Norweye fuisso 
filium . . . aflirmahant . . . cujus igitur pater in silvis fertur puellain 
rapuisse, et ex ea Biernuin regein Norweye geiuiissc/' Siward, in 
the story, after slaying dragons and other such exploits in Orkney 
and Nor thumher land, comes to^London in the reign of End ward: 
he then, under very odd eirciiinstaiices, kills one Tostig, Earl of 
Huntingdon, and gets his earldom. The church of Saint Clement 
Danes (see above, p. 789) was built, we are told, to commemorate 
the slain followers of Tostig. This Tostig, it seems, was a Dane, 
who was in disfavour with King Eadward for a curious reason ; 

Rex eumdem habuit odio, quia duxerat in uxorem filiam comitis 
Godwini, sororem regime.’^ Afterwards, when an invasion from 
Norway was threatening (1045?), Siward was made Earl over 
Northumberland, Cnmherland, and AVestmoreland. The same story 
is found in Bromtoii, 945, only there Berims,” father of Siward, 
is himself son of the bear. Such stuff would ho hardly woitli 
mentioning, had not SirErancis Palgrave (Engl. Comm. ii. ccxcvii.) 
inferred from it the existence of an historical Tostig, Earl of ITimt- 
ingdon. See above, p. 667. It is, I think, jdain that the Tostig 
of this story (who is, not indeed brother, but brothsr-in-law of 
Eadwards wife Eadgytli) is meant for the son ot God wine, and 
that the slaying of Eadwulf by Siward has got confounded with 
the career of Tostig in Nortlmiidjerlaiid and his expulsion from 
the earldom. The one bit of history wliich lurks in all this seems 
to be the fact of the union of the earldoms of Northumberland and 
Huntingdon in the person of Siward, See vol. ii. Note G. 


NOTE XXX. p. 528. 

Tofio the Proud. 

A CERTAIN amount of interest cannot fail to attach to Tofig as 
Harold’s forerunner in the foundation of W altham. Of the Waltham 
history, ‘‘De Inventione Saiictaj Crucis,” I shall speak more at 
large when I come to Harold’s time (see vol. ii. Appendix RR). 



TOFiO THK pao im, 


nIHion ot A»t irad. SoOiinf b«» 

bin 't,.vV le Wc. H-*' Wta. »>* «•« 

stal/Bre, vcx'iUUcT nwMtcWttl «■ *' 

Piofet^sov Stubbs does not seem (luite dear u to his being Staller, 
but he certainly was an important person. He appears in Florence 
as “Danicus et praepotens vir Tovius, Prutia eognomento.” He 
signs many charters of Cnuf, one yf them in 1033 (Cod Dinl iv 
44 ) di«inctly as « Tovi Pruda.” Ho appears also with the same 
suuvamc in Cod. D,pl. iv. 54. wliere he is sent by Cnut on a 
special m„si„n into Horefordsbiic to attend a Scirgemot held by 

— * o" 

1, liough not illustrating the life or character of Tofio' o-ives 
us one of th. most living pictures of Old-English jurisprudence. 

o gs suriianic was needed to distinguish him from two iiame- 
^kes, ^ iovi hwita” and “Tovi reada,” who sign in 1024. Cod. 

minister,” who’ signs under Eadward in 
1054 (Cod. Dipl. IV. 135), ami who was Sheriff of Somerset be- 

W ' 97 , - 90 ). mmt, it 

t VValthain narrative be at all accurate, be a different man. 

In die name of Tofig’s son ^thelstaii, as in that of Eaiiig’s son 
Eadwine (see p. 520), we see an instance of the tendency ainontr the 
aiiisli settlers under Cnut to identify themselves ivith England 
and to give theft- children I'higlbh names. 

lofig must have died soon after his marriage with Gytha 
(see De Inv. 14; “Tandem coiisummatus in brevi expleverat 
teuipora multa, cui successit filius ejus Adelstaiius ”) There 
is, as Professor Stubbs (pp. i, 13) remarks, some difficulty 
m reconciling the chronology of the Waltham writer with re- 
gard to the Invention of the Cross with the undoubted date 
of Tofig’s marriage. The Waltham writer places the Invention 
in the time of Cnut (“ regnante Cnuto ct Anglis imperanie”), 
that IS to i^y sevei^ years at the least before the time of the 
marriage, whereas Gytha is represented in c. 13 as already Tofig’s 
wife and as a benefactress to the church. As Harthaenut died 
at the wedding, we cannot even suppose, what would otherwise be 
just possible, tliat by “Cnutus” we are to understand Hartha- 
ennt. The easiest explanation seems to be that gifts made by 
Gytha in her widowhood have been wrongly transferred to an 
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earlier date. I \\a \6 elscAvhere (sec vol. ii. Appendix MM) thrown 
out a hint that this Gytha may possibly be the same as Gytba the 
wife of Earl Ralph of Hereford. 


NOTE YYY. p. 530. 

Events afteh the Death of TTAjrrHAtNUT. 

Thi: legend to whieh I luive referred in the text ]\as feuiul 

a place in the text of Thii-rry (i. 179) and aPo in that of St. 

John (Four Gompie^t^, ii. 127). According to Ihomton (931) and 

Knighton (2326). the Fhigiidi, wearied with tlu' o])]n’esSons of the 

Danes un^lcv Hartliaeimt (see above, ]>. 758), ro^t* ‘against them 

after his death, and drove them out ])y foive. Knightim calls th(> 

leader ot the revolt llowne, and Ins forces II *>xf' oohor | Ilunaidi(n*e>|. 

Thierry makes Godwine the leader instead of llowme M. -do 

Honnechose (Quatre Coiupieti's^ ii. 70-2), though si'eiiig the gejieral 

absurdity of the si;or)*, a<hnits it fai’ as to acec'pi an ('\])nlsion'' of 

the houseeails. Saxo ( 202, 203) has a more wondi'riid tale than all. 

He has nothing to say about llo\\iu* or about (Jodwine. Harold, 

llie Son of Godwine, is the deliv(‘rei‘ ('* Daidcm oppr(‘ssionis simuhjue 

domcr^tica* llhertatis aiietor ’' ). Ht* ean>es the Danisli forA‘s through- 

. . , 1. 

out Fingland to he invited to laimpiefs in lUflerc'nt i)la(‘es, so that 
lliey are all slain in one night. Of all this there is not a word in 
any trustworthy W'riter ; the only ]>assage which looks at all like it 
is a rhetorical ex}>ression in the Life t)f Eadwmrd (“ reducto diu 
aftlietis Anglis l>arbarica servitute redemptionis suai j\d)ikeo,’’ p. 
394), which however most likely refers only to the extinction of 
the foreign dynasty and the accession of a native King. Any one 
who has had any experience of the grow th of mythical and romantic 
tales w’ill soon see what is the origin of this legend. It is plainly 
nothing in the world but tbe massacre of Srint Drice moved still 
further ()ut of its jdace tbau it had already been moved by Hoger 
of Wendover (sec above, p. 652), and furtbpr mixed up witli the 
legend of tbe death of AtJfred, witl^ wdiich it is connected by both 
Broniton and Knighton- Knighton’s Howne ’’ is clearly Hoger s 
Huna” over again. Everything in our autlicntic narrative makes 
us believe that the election of Eadward was perfectly peaceful. A 
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gener^il out or massacre of Danes simply jiditulons ; 

even ail expulsion of tlie liousecarls is supported by no kind of 
evidence. The liousecarls of Hartliacnut no doubt became the 
liousecarls of Eadward, and the saintly King, if Godwine had not 
been at hand to restrain him, was as ready to send them against 
Dover as his half-brother had been to send them against Worcester. 

A more marvellous version'- than all is to lie found in the French 
Life of Eadward, 532-581 (Luard,pp. 40, 41). Fere the Dunes, 
' ftcr committing the usual atrocities, rebel against Jlarthucnut, who 
ists an English army against them, and, after much fighting, 
jvci-comes them, ISuch wild shapes did our history take when it 
fell into the hands of strangers. 


Ill!l Ctntri} UbiHt* 
(if Wf^t Vftfil. 

M«4il 

r 

END 01' 5 0Lrj\lE THE FIKST. 







